





in the past one year, the Indian cricket 
team, led by SACHIN TENDULKAR, has 
had one of its worst runs in recent memory 
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KAMAL JULKA captures the excitement 
and despair at the Akai-Singer Champions 
Trophy at Sharjah 

















I nUkings of a tragedy. Otie could 
I write a bocdc on it as the sun 
yJL.hnaliy set oh what has been a 
nightmarish year for the game in a 
country where it has become a 
nationai Obsession. 

It is a pity that a year which began as 
a season Of hope had to end in shame, 
rhis five-letter word just sums up the 
prevailing situation in Indian cricket. 
Shameful not only because Sadiin 
f endolkar's men failed to win a single 
Test match in a whole year or lost a 
staggering 2 J one-day Internationals 
out of the 39 they played, but also for 
the manner in which they have 
repeatedly crumbled under pressure, 
Thfcre were the odd flashes of 
brilliance, but on the whole the Indian 
team was consistent in a very negative 
vi^ay, losing matches from seemingly 
wirming positions. Ihe amateurish } 
brand of cridcet dished out by the 
Indians raised questions about their 
ability-^or rather the lade of it—in the 
shorter version of the game. 

Are Sachin Tendulkar's men the 
worst one-day side in the world? 
Opinions may vary, but the naked 
truth is that Indian cricketers have 
shown time and again that they are 
yet to grasp the grammar of one-day 
cricket. 

No wonder most of the world 


records in oncrdayers have come 
against liufia. 

India is perhaps th&only side in the 
world which can chase a 300-plus 
target with two of their top batsmen 
hitting centuries and yet finish just 
two runs short in the. end as it 
happened in Colombo versus Sri 
Lanka. 

But what makes India such a poor 
one-day side? It is a combination of 
factors really. Unimaginative 
leadership, players' inability fo adapt 
or improvise, little or no ta^at Input 
from the coaches, ]^r 
physical-related buii^ltgsand tlitf 
lade of enoufdt opportunhies in 
domestic crideet to praaise, have all 
combined to make the Indians the 
favourite whipping boys in 
international cricket of late. 

Batting in one-day cikkct revolves 
around the run-a-bail doctriiM. India 
hardly has a blaster like Sanath 
Jayasuriya in the team, but their 
batsmen just cannot rotate the strike. 
Being the worst runners between the 
wickets and extremely poor judged of a 
run, does not help their cause. If the 
rival bowlers',fai] to get them, 
they invariably end up running 
themselves out. 

Instead of always being on the 
lookout for the ones and twos—'the 
bread and butter of one-day cridtei— 
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they go for the big shots only to pcrfsh 
foolishly. Ibiprovisation is a woid 
which does not exist in their 
dictionary. 

One-day cricket demandki that 
bowlers deny the batsmert any width 
and that they bowl straight and full 
during the slog. Hie Indian bowlers 
have shown as much discipline as a 
punch-drunk soldier m this respect. 


For ten years Oi'k All Irani was 
irreplaceable. His brief included 
cheddng hotel bookings, collecting 
and disbursing players' dues, doing 
other odd jobs~all of course In good 
faith and spirit—apart from his 
medical duties. Naturally, no one was 
complaining. 

Now he has been replaced by Dr. 
Ravinder Chadha, whose chief 


wotiM not even pass a l^nfdeigtatmi 
test. 

IfiS successor, TendulkathaS 
proved himself to be no better. In’fact 
so disappointing ha^ been $achin as * 
skipper that the seizors have' all but 
handed the capudncy back to Azbar. 

The problem with Sachin is that his 
captaincy has been too predictaW. 
And whenever he has tried to be 



There are simply no length and line 
bowlers around. The ones who play 
just try to do too much with the ball 
much too often resulting in either 
being hit or conceding exuas. 

In the field the Indians are always 
20-23 plus. Under successive coaches 
the one thing the Indians haven't 
learned is to attack the ball, or get their 
body behind it while picking up. And 
their throwing arms Mng what they 
are, one does not have to be a Jonty 
Rhodes to convert ones into twos. 

In the era of profesionaiism, India 
is the only team which is yet to have a 
qualified pb^cal trainer for the team. 
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occupation over the last 20 years has 
been first class cridtet. It is therefore 
no wonder that the Indians are 
possibly the most unfit side on the 
international circuit. 

Then comes the matter of 
stewardship. Mohammed 
Azfaaruddmmaybethepiost j 
successful Indian captainto datev Bu^ 
asta tactician and a leader oi mitt, he 


innovative, his moves have been 
bereft of any cricketing logic. 

Hie prtnnotion of Robin Singh to 
No.4 versus Pakistan in Shaijah Or 
Sending bt Rahul Dravid at No.3 
against the West Indies with the 
asking rate climbing, are Justa tew 
examplin of tacticdl mistakes which 
the hidian think tank has been 
committing with Impunity. 

In a one-day game there is $imply 
no margin for error, hi a siluatipn 
where even a marginal mistake tends 
to bdpmemng, the Indians with thdr 
iMpr game srnM, jbive 
ag^ goBty of ietttng the a^aomge 
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STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTIOI 


B obby SIMPSON well, he hardly needs an introdoction. The 
legendary former Australian capiain is one of those versatile 
CTicketers who ha$ excelled in every sphere of the game. Be it addng on 
the fearsome fast bowlers while opening the batting or leading from the 
front with typical Aussie aggression, Simpson's record speaksfor Itself. 

Even when he came out of retirement at the ripe age of 42 to corpe to the 
rescue of a beleaguered Australian side in the wake of Kerry Packer's 
'circus' in 1977-78, his astute man-management helped Australia win the 
series 3-2 against a 'full' Indian team led by Blshen Singh Bedi. 

Later, during his tenure as a coach Australia won the Reliance Cup in 
1987, and reached the final in 1996 besides earning the tag of unoffidat 
world champions. 

Impeccable credentials by any yardstick. India could not have got a 
better man to handle the senior team which, under successive amateur 
coaches and a captain, still learning the ropes, is like a rudderless ship. 
However, it remains to be seen whether 'consultant' Simpson can get 
India out Qf the rut and send it galloping towards the 1999World Cup in 
England. 

The task is onerous in itself. The setting up of a nine-member 
preparatory committee with the likes of Sunil Gavaskar and Kapil Dev, 
may appear to be a good idea, but m reality it could be the classical case of 
too many cooks spoiling the broth. 

There is Anshuman Gaekwad, for example. The newly-appointed 
coach's ego was on display at Sbaijah. He not only made a taaical 
blunder by promoting Robin Singh to No.4 tdiead oi Sachin Tendulkar 
—especially with another left-hander at the CTease—but justified it later by 
saying that all those who questioned this decision "did not know their 
cricket." Falling in that category, among countless others, were Geoffrey 
Boycott and Sunil Gavaskar. 

Simpson will have to nurse Gaekwad's ego before getting to work on the 
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Tha Indian think tank. Sachin Tandolkar and 
vica-captain Ajny Jndain wHh caach 
Ana human Gaakwad (back la caraara). 
Piadictabla and unimaginativa 




slip Even letting their opponents turn 
the tables at times 
For someone who lives, breathes 
and eats cricket, Sachin has certainly 
been a very slow learner He has not 
been helped in his endeavour by 
former cncketcrs-turned coaches 
whose grasp of the nuances of limited 
overs cricket is truly limited 
If one thing has been proved 
beyond doubt, it is that former 
cncketers do not necessarily make 
good coaches, especially in the Indian 
context. Cricket is perhaps the only 
game where a coach does not need to 
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have a iormal degree. Yet, India's 
experiment with former players as 
coaches continues. 

Geoffrey Boycott put it very 
succinctly the other day. According to 
the Yorkshireman 90 per cent of the 
decisions a captain takes during a 
match can be taken as easily by any 
given spectator in the stands, "it is the 
other 10 per cent a captain does, or 
does not do, that matters." The Indian 
team management has been doing 
woefully little in the last category. 

One can hardly blame these former 
players. They simply do not have the 
background to foot the coaches' bill. 
Ajit Wadekar had retired long before 
India played its first official opc-dayer. 
Sandeep PatH's strokeplay was ideal 
for the shorter game, but his attitude 


was fit only for weekend club cricket. 
Madanlal did play a key role in India's 
World Cup victory in 1983, but he had 
nothing to offer to the team except his 
fighting spirit. And Anshuman 
Gaekwad has always been a Test 
batsman, a stayer, who was hardly 
known for his one-day skills. 

Instant cricket has shown that any 
side which has dared to be different— 
take uncharted paths and calculated 
risks, be it pinch-hitting or opening 
the attack with a spinner—has, more 
often than not, come up trumps. 

Yet, no Indian captain or coach has 
had the nerve to innovate in a bid to 
surprise. 

Springing surprises, of course, 
remains the sole prerogative of Indian 
selectors. For every laudable decision 


they make, they bungle four. As in the 
case of coachcs,,none of the current 
five-member team has much 
experience with the hustle and bustle 
of pyjama cricket. 

No wonder VVS Laxman becomes a 
one-day specialist overnight after 
being branded as a Test batsman 
earlier in the year. 

Any self-respecting selector would 
have summarily given the boot to 
Azhar for the stupid manner in which 
he ran himself out against the West 
Indies in Sharjah. But, in their 
collective wisdom the selectors 
thought that a tongue-lashing would 
be enough., 

Having botched on Azhar's 
removal, they committed mayhem 
with the rest of the team. 'The axing of 
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Rahul Dravid. Venkatesh Prasad and 
Saba Karim was as bereft of logic as the 
Thar Desert of greenery. 

Ramakant Desai may have been a 
very good bowler in his time, but that 
does not make him a good judge of 
players. His heart condition hardly 
permits him to go out on talent 
scouting trips, which some of his 
junior colleagues treat as all-expenses 
paid holidays. 

Twice they had plotted to remove 
Sachin from the hot seat—once 
before the Asia Cup and again before 
the Sharjah meet—during the course 
of the year. 

Now, Sachin may not go down in 
history as the best Indian captain, but 
having rushed him into the job, the 
selectors now seem to be in an unusual 
hurry to remove him. Tendulkar's 
series-wise appointment is not 
helping his confidence one bit. The 
14 


M MMnaoM imprattad everypiM right throHgli 
lhayaar it wutbaPrIncagI Calcutta. Saurav 
fianguly's caatiatancy with tba bat and ball 
waa an axampla that all hla taamnurtaa canid 
have afflulatad.butnntMdydid 

selectors seem to forget that their 
primary task is confidence building, 
not shattering it. 

Finally, the Board cannot escape its 
share of the blame. Considering the 
fact that India played 39 one-dayers in 

1997 and.in 1996, the average 

Indian first class CTlcketer hardly got to 
play any one-day cricket. Hardly 
enough time was there to fine-tune 
the cricketing talents. 

After a brief experiment, theDeodhai 
Trophy, the BCCI's premier one-day 
tournament involving the zones, is 
back to its knockout format, which 
means the two finalists get to play just 
three matches. The others, one or two, 
weather permitting. 


Similar is the case with the Wills 
Trophy, again a knockout meet. The 
only other one-day games available to 
our first class cricketers are the Wills 
Trophy qualifiers, played before every 
zonal Ranjl trophy match. 

In short, there are simply not 
enough opportunities for Indian 
players to hone their one-day skills. 

As a result, they are carrying the 
pyrotechnics to three or four-day 
matches which comprise the bulk of 
our domestic cricket. 

But then, who cares? 

Those who shouM, have, in faa, 
hardly covered themselves with glory 
in the course of the year. If 
performances on the field were 
shameful, the events off it were 
disgraceful. 

Betting and match-fixing 
allegations by Manoj Prabhakar may 
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have failed to hit the bull's eye in the 
absence of any clinching evidence and 
the all-rounder's low credibility, but it 
did muddy the political waters in the 
Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI), 

Just as the Board had successfully 
buried the allegations under Justice Y. 
V. Chandrachud's probe report— 
which cleared everyone—came the 
Indore ignominy. 

For the first time in the game's 
history a match was abandoned due to 
a treacherous pitch after just three 
overs being bowled. As the whole 
world watched, the BCCI top guns 
tried to pass the buck in a poor 
cover-up exercise. 

The Board mandarins, ha(i earlier 
in the year, engaged in one of the most 
bitterly fought elections which had to 
be put off the first time around as 


Ttadulkar with Gtoffray Boycatl With his (oral 
hwrlM bovcotloil him lor a fflajor portion of tha 
poor SaclHo did not havo nweb to smilo 
aboiiL..nolthor did Ibo Indian (ana 

yards of dirty linen was washed in 
public. 

Such was the turmoil both on and 
off the field that two histone moments 
in Indian aicket werb all but lost in 
the ruins. 

Jagmohan Dalmiya's elevation to 
the highest position in the ICC—the 
first Indian to be elected to the top post 
in the world body—and India's 
unprecedented run in the Sahara Cup 
which saw them thrash arch rivals 
Pakistan in the first four games^ had 
all but become forgotten chapters in a 
year which also marked the 50th Year 
of Independence. 

Dalmiya's assuhiption of the ICC 


presidentship was as much a victory 
for Indian cncket as for democratic 
norms which had been unashamedly 
been subverted last year by those who 
wanted to cling on to power. 

And Saurav Ganguly emerged from 
the shadows of his Lord's hundred to 
turn 1997 into a year of celebration 
The Prince of Calcutta really played 
like a king against Pakistan in Toronto 
as well as In Karachi where Rajesh 
Chauhan returned Javed Miandad's 
compliihents—albeit more than a 
decade later—with a last over six off 
Saqlain. 

But it was the Sharjah debacle 
which really nullified the gams from 
Toronto and Pakistan. Even the first 
win over Sii Lanka—only the second 
since the Wills World Cup—at 
Guwahati could not lift the gloom that 
has descended on Indian cricket and 
its thousands of supporters and fans • 
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TAKING A 
STEP BACKWARD 

After the dumping of Amal Dutta by Mohun Bagan, it will not be smooth 

sailingfornewcoach T. K. Chathunni 


-BYDHIMAN^RICAR '! 

B y sacking Amal Dutta, the 
coach of Mohun Bagan, a 
section of the officials are 
convinced that they have 
taken a giant step forward in 
upholding the club's lofty ideals of 
integrity, principles and 
righteousness. But if performance is 
used as the yardstick it may turn out to 
be a retrogressive step. 

Dutta got the boot because Mohun 
Bagan's general-secretary Anjan 
Mitra felt he was involved in 
"anti-club activities." Significantly, 
Mitra stopped short not only of 
substantiating his charge but —this is 
important—never gave the coach a 
chance to present his side of the story. 

Instead, Mitra flaunted copies of 
what was purportedly the 
conversation, recorded on tape, 
which took place between Dutta and 
him, which, he thought, was evidence 
enough of the coach's hand in rigging 
the inconsequential Rovers Cup tie 
against Churchill Brothers. 

Dutta, it was alleged, had not played 
fair. But by refusing to pay out his 
remaining contract (Rs.72,000 till 
March 31, 1998) is Mohun Bagan 
going by the ground rules on ethics? 
Also, was getting Chathunni's services 
without seeking his former employers 
Salgaocar's permission in sync with 
the ideals of fair play? 

Clearly, Mitra, Mohun Bagan's only 
decision maker, is confused. What 
comes out amid all this confusion, 
ho^yever, is that the 


grecn-and-maroon brigade's chances 
in the National League have been 
dealt a body blow. 

l am not condoning match-fixing 
but am trying to view the episode in a 
proper perspective. As P.K. Banerjee 
put it, " Rigging is an old habit and 
—unless it involves pecuniary 
benefits—is very, very difficult to 
prove" 

Even Bruce Grobbelaar, one of the 
then English Premier League's most 
famous goalkeepers, and John 
Fashanu got only suspended 
sentences from the Football 
Association (FA) and were acquitted 
by the court of law for want of proof. 

If Mohun Bagan played a dull 
goalless draw against Churchill, it was 
not with an eye on making a quick 
buck but because Dutta genuinely felt 
the draw would help them set up a 
semi-final clash against JCT, a team 
Bagan had beaten twice in Delhi and 
one he thought was a lor weaker than 
East Bengal, his other probable 
opponent. That it turned out to be a 

Ctiathunni with hit fonnar wards fram Salgaa- 
car club. In his naw assignmant in Calcutta, 
will he ha able ta bring auccass tn Mehun 
Bagan in tha Natienal Laagua? 


Himalayan blunder (the millmen 
thrashed Mohun Bagan 3-0) is 
another matter. 

Mohun Bagan played 41 matches 
under Dutta, winning 30 and losing 
just three. They scored 84 goals and 
bagged the DCM Trophy, the Calcutta 
Super Division League and the 
Naogaon Independence Cup. They 
also finished runners-up in the 
Durand Cup and were eliminated in 
the semi-finals ol the Kalyani Black 
Label Federation Cup—a 1 -4 
thrashing from East Bengal—as well 
as their in-famous Rovers Cup 
campaign. The only tournament they 
failed to reach the semi-final was the 
IFA Shield. No other team has a better 
record this season. 

Statistics may fail to convince all the 
sceptics but, win or not, Mohun 
Bagan's showing, it has to be 
conceded, gave flagging spectator 
interest in soccer a leg up. For 
samplers, refer to the 1,31,000 that 
came to watch the national club 
championship semi-final held at the 
Salt Lake Stadium at Calcutta. 

At the best of times, predicting the 
future is an onerous task. Mohun 
Bagan may still go on to do well in the 
National League. A couple of good 
victories. Just like a couple of good 
overs in a one-day match, and all 
equations can change. However, all 
present indications, point to the 
contrary. 

Aberrations notwithstanding, a 
coach needs time to adapt. The 
relationship between players and 
coaches is never unidirectional and 
both sides have to warm up to it. That 






too takes time. By the time Chathunni 
and his charges do hit it off, Mohun 
Bagan may be beyond hoping. 

Also, no coach will let the status quo 
prevail as far as the playing style is 
concerned. Dutta's "diajnond" had 
two defensive midfielders in Satyajit 
Chatterjee and Debjit Ghosh, two 
attacking medios in Basudeb Mondal 
and Amit Das, a three-man defence 
and as many in attack. Chathunni has 
feverted to 4- 3- 3, with the veteran 
Satyajit being brought back into an 
attacking role. 

It took over two months for Mohun 
Bagan to adapt to Dutta's system. 

Even if it takes half that time to get 


used to Chathunni's "simple" 
method, the League may be out of 
their grasp. 

That the ways of Calcutta football 
are unknown to Chathunni too does 
not help his cause. He is not used to 
handling footballers, weary from 
season-long battle. Before the 
National League, Salgaocar had 
played around 15 matches. Mohun 
Bagan, on the other hand, have 
exceeded 40. 

The players, therefore, are tired and 
that compounds problems for a coach 
who prefers a hard-funning, no frills, 
physical brand of football. Dutta, 
having put them through the paces all 


season, would have known exactly 
how to pace his training schedules so 
that the players get the optimum 
recovery period. 

Mohun Bagan may also miss certain 
players too if the All India Football 
Federation (AIFF) sticks to the 
45-match rule. Once again, Dutta 
would have been better placed to 
handle that situation, familiarity 
being his strong point. 

In a chain reaction, Chathunni's 
appointment has meant that three 
clubs have had to diange coaches. 
Dutta went to Churchill and Shabbir 
Ali joined Salgaocar. All three have an 
uphill task. # 



A CHRISTMAS 
BREAK 


AFP 



Brazilian soccar star Ronaldo embraces his girlfriend, model Suzartna Warner in the garden of his parents' hohia in 
Rio Oe Janeiro on Christmas Day. Ronaldo bad come to spend a week's holiday with his parents. He announced ttat 
he would marry Suzanna after the World Cup in France mis year 
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Crowd Behaviour 

A propos sumit Mukheijeft's 
article, 'lAsing Control'. 
<Oct,'97). Sy crossing die fenm. 
Inzamam-ul-jdao had displayed 
what happens when a 
^ctator crosseshis hmit. 

Not only the players shouW be 
careful of their behaviour but at 
the same time the spectators < 
should also be cautious - 
The ^oundoffldals proved 
irresponsible. In the wrlte*up, 
nothing had been nvrittehabout 
what inzamam hid heard? what 
forced him to behave in a 
baibarousyray? 
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FOCUS 


LOSS OF 
CREDIBILITY 


Justice Chandrachud's clean chit to players and officials has not removed 
the suspicion that betting and match-fixing is rampant in India and 
Pakistan. Unless a thorough and impartial enquiry is done, the 
national passion for cricket will diminish rapidly 


B Y SHEV LIN SEBASTIA N_ 

J USTICE CHANDRACHUD has 
absolved the cricketers of all 
betting and match-fixing 
charges. But a sneaking suspicion has 
now entered the public mind. It is the 
Ben Johnson syndrome. After the 
famed sprinter tested positive for 
drugs and send shock waves around 
the world, medal winners thereafter 
were always viewed through the 
prism of that failed drugs test. Is 
Michael Johnson clean? What about 
Carl Lewis or Sergei Bubka or Mcrlene 
Otley ? The innocence of athletics was 
destroyed forever. 

Something similar is happening in 
cricket at present. When there is an 
inexplicable mini collapse during a 
one-day game or when a batsman 
plays a rash shot and gets out, 
especially those who are under the 
cloud of suspicion like Ajay Jadeja, 
Mohammad Azharuddin, Nayan 
Mongia and even Sachin Tendulkar, 
(rumours, terrible rumours are flying 
about these days), people say it is done 
on the orders of the bookies. 

Last month, before the Champions 
Trophy in Sharjah began, a fan replied 
on asking whom he thought would be 
the winner. "That depends on whom 
the bookies want as the winner. God, I 
wish they would allow India to win." 
This sort of cynical talk is very 


damaging to the sport. 

Here arc some other rumours; all 
the matches of the Wills Challenge 
Cup in Pakistan had been fixed. 

Wasim Akram received Rs.S crores 
by the bookies to sit out the crucial 
quarter final against India in the '96 
World Cup. (The amount is quite 
plausible, since the turnover of 
betting lor a India-Pak one dayer is to 
the tune of Rs. 100 crores). This 
rumour has still not died down. 
Wasim can deny the allegation till ht 
becomes blue in the face but the 

Justice Chandrachud's 
four-month long enquiry 
was an eyewash. He 
had no judicial authority 
at all. Surprisingly, he 
did not interview a 
single bookie or a 
policeman. He seemed, 
from eye-witness 
accounts, not too keen 
to find out the truth 

ff 


suspicion persists. 

An ex-collcague recalled walking 
into Salim Malik's hotel room during a 
tournament in Sharjah and heard him 
talking to somebody on the phone. 
From the conversation, it became 
clear to him that the person on the 
other side of the wire was a bookie. 
How does he prove it? Perhaps if he 
managed to surreptitiously press the 
'play' button on his dictaphone. 

Does it mean that when Shane 
Warne and Tim May made their 
allegation of being offered a $ 120,000 
bribe by Malik, they were right? Or 
was Malik truly innocent as he 
proclaimed he was. It's clear now that 
either Warne or Malik is lying. 

What about Mushtaq Mohammad's 
offer of $100,000 to Allan Border to 
lose a Test match at Karachi in 1994. 
When Border publicised the matter, 
Mushtaq Mohammad replied that he 
meant it as a joke. $ 100,000 is not a 
joking matter. Border, clearly, did not 
think of it as a joke. 

What about Aamir Sohail's 
outburst against senior Pakistani 
cricketers? And Rashid Latif's 
accusation that senior players 
including Malik are involved in fixing 
matches. And our own home-grown 
Manoj Prabhakar who levelled his 
own accusations.... 

Interestingly, all allegations involve 






only India or Pakistan Can there be 
smoke without a fire, ask the cynics’ 
There must be some truth somewhere 
that so many people have made so 
many accusations 

Justice Chandrachud s four month 
long enquiry was an eyewash He had 
nojudicial authority at all 
Surpiisingly, he did not interview a 
single bookie or a policeman He 
seemed from eye-witness accounts 
not too keen to find out the truth The 
general public was also convinced that 
he was not going to find anything 
earth-shattering The good news is 
that Justice Chandrachud has lived up 
to that billing So who is the BCCI 
fooling’ 

There is an urgent need for an 
honest and impartial enquiry The CBI 
could investigate the matter but this 
bungling organisation has such a 
besmirched credibility that the 
cha ces are high that they will be 
i i|a )le to nail the culprits Sadly, a 
P A ic Interest Litigation which had 
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A top-flight cricketer 
earns between Rs.20-40 
lakhs a year, depending 
on the endorsements 
that he gets. That is a 
large sum of money in a 
poor country like India 
where the per capita 
income is Rs.9350. So, if, 
after earning such huge 
sums of money, he still 
hankers for more, then it 
is sheer greed that is 
motivating him. He 
should be punished for 
that 

ff 


been filed was recently withdrawn 
for reasons best known to the litigant 
Yet, something has to be done quickly 
to clear this atmosphere of suspicion 
and intngue 

One way out is to legalise gambling 
in cncket If gambling in horse raang 
IS legal, why can't the same thing be 
done in cricket’ That will enable the 
alleged nexus between the cricketers 
the journalists, the bookies and the 
underworld to be broken 

In countries like England and 
Australia, gambling in cncket is legal 
What has prevented us from doing so? 
It IS pretentious humbug to say that 
gambling is harmful when it is so 
widespread (Like all vices in life, you 
do It at your own risk) At least, by 
itiaking It legal, wc,can reduce the 
chances of all sons of nefanous 
activities from taking place 

Another way out is to make players 
who allegedly indulge in match-fixing 
have their careers at nsk A prospect of 
being banned from the game should 
be introduced As soon as one 
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cncketer is caught, (of course, how to 
do that is a big problem), the rest will 
quickly abandon their links with the 
bookies. Fear, as it has been seen right 
through human history, has always 
be^n a good deterrent. 

One cannot understand why 
cricketers do indulge (if it is uue) in 
match fixing and betting Consider 
this, a top-flight cricketer earns 
between Rs 20-40 lakhs a year, 
depending on the endorsements that 
he gets That is a large sum of money 
in a poor country like India where the 
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One way out is to 
lepalisB gambling in 
cricket. If gambling in 
borse racing is legal, 
why can't the same 
thing be done in 
cricket? That will 
enable the alleged 
nexus between the 
cricketers, the 
journalists, the bookies 
and the underworld to 
be broken 
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per capita income is Rs 9350 So, if, 
after earning such huge sums of 
money, he still hankers for more, then 
It IS sheer greed that is motivating him. 
He should be punished for that. 

This scandal, again if it is true, is 
sending the wrong signals to the next 
generation who regard these players 
as icons. Money is everything, and the 
rest like prinaples and integrity is 
bullshit, IS not a good message to pass 
on. It does not help in the setting up of 
a just, civil and lawful society 

Something has to be done and done 
fast. Otherwise, the sun will set on the 
cricket game in India sooner than later. 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF 


INAM-UR-F 


BY NOVY KAPADIA 


A dmired by 

contemporaries for his 
fighting spirit and skilfs, 
adored by the fans for his 
delightful dribbling and entertaining 
playing style, Inani-ur-Rehman was 
the hockey star of the sixties who 
never got the recognition he deserved. 
His fighting spirit, and refusal to be 
sycophantic to the hockey 
establishment of India, led to several 
glaring acts of discrimination and 
omission, notably the '64 Tokyo 
Olympics and the '66 Bangkok Asiad. 

He first played for India in Test 
matches against Japan in 1963 and 
finished as the top scorer with i 5 goals 
in four matches. He also played in the 
'66 European tour, the '66 Japan tour 
and numerous Tests at home. 
However, when it came to the 
prestigious events like the Asian 
Games or Olympics he was invariably 
guillotined. Branded a rebel without a 
cause, Inam was more sinned against 
than sinning. The unjust dismissals 
still rankle. Seated in his comfortable 
three-bedroom house in a posh South 
Delhi colony, Inam still recalls the 
reasons why he was denied his due 
merit. 

He says, "During my graduation 
days at Aligarh Muslim University, 
Ashwini Kumar, the former 
Inspector-General of Punjab Police, 
asked me to join his force as a 
sub-inspcctor. However, wearing a 
unilorm did not appeal to me and so I 
shunned the offer. Ashwini Kumar 
never forgave me for this act and I paid 
the price. If I had joined Punjab Police, 

I could have played three or four 
Olympics." 

Instead he was chosen just once for 
the Olympics in 1968 at Mexico. He 
was selected because the maestro, the 
late Dhyan Chand intervened and 
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gave several press statements that 
sending a team to the Olympics 
without Inam was unthinkable. Even 
at Mexico he was not given a fair deal. 
Inam was picked for just two matches 
against Japan in the league phase 
which India had to win to qualify and 
he played in the fight for the bronze 
medal vs West Germany. In all the 
matches he helped India win. 

After the '68 Mexico Olympics, 
Inam and Balbir Singh of Railways 
were suspended for allegedly 
hobnobbing and carousing with the 
Pakistan players after they won the 
gold medal. Inam says, "It was just an 
excuse to drop me. I have never drunk 
in my life." Balbir's career was revived 
but Inam was never chosen again to 
play for India in an internatipnal 
match. 

On sheer merit, dribbling skills and 
distribution, he was without peer in 
Indian hockey in the sixties The 
legendary Ashok Kumar, who scored 
the match winner in the final of the 
'75 World Cup, says, "If Inam had 


If Inam had played with 
me in the 70 Asiad 
(Bangkok), the 71 
World Cup (Barcelona) 
and the 72 Olympics 
(Munich), we would 
have beaten Pakistan in 
ail these three 
tournaments and won 
the gold medal each 
time. —Ashok Kumar 
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played with me in the '70 Asiad 
(Bangkok), the '71 World Cup 
(Barcelona) and the '72 Olympics 
(Munich), we would have beaten 
Pakistan in all these three 
tournaments ant^won the gold medal 
each time." 

Inam's biggest regret is that he 
never played against Pakistan during 
his illustrious career. It was not just 
Ashwini Kumar's prejudice and 
Punjab's domination of the hockey 
establishment which prevented Inam 




N O S T A L G I A 



Meet the legendary 
inside-left hockey star of 
the sixties who never got 
the recognition he deserved 



from being selected against Pakistan. 
In the 1960s, the wounds of Partition 
were still raw; a perverse theory 
prevailed that Indian Muslims would 
never go all out on the htKkey field 
against Pakistan. Inam became a 
viaim of such pernicious thinking. 

During his halcyon days, he was 
often omitted from the national side 
on flimsy grounds. For instance, when 
at his peak, he was 
dropped for. the '66 Bangkok Aslad, as 
he was branded rebellious and 


Inam-ur-Relmian picturad wHb hit 
davotad wife Siiamim 

hot-headed. Instead, players of much 
lesser calibre like Inder Singh of 
Northern Railway and Tarsem Singh 
of Punjab Police were chosen. Like Job 
in the Old Testament, the 
stockily-built Inam-ur-Rehman also 
suffered the "slings and arrows of 
unjust fortune." 

Recalling the past, Inam still docs 
not regret his volatile behaviour on 


the field. He says, "The anger within 
me made me a fighter and it Vvas my 
fighting spirit that enabled me to 
become a winner. I was a perfectionist 
and so at times challenged the 
umpire's decisions." 

This talented inside left, 
represented East Bengal, Mohun 
Bagan and Indian Airlines in his 
playing career which Stretched from 
the early sixties to the mid-seventies. 

His love affair with hockey started 
as a toddler in the backstreets and 
playfields of Bhopal, when in nearly 
all localities, hockey clubs existed. 

Hero worship led to his infatuation 
with hockey. He admired the silky 
dribbling skills of a talented inside-left 
Shaukat who played for the Bhopal 
Electricity Board. 

"He moved on the field like a 
cobra," recalls Inam. A student of 
Sayeeda School, Inam spent hours on 
the field learning the skills of hockey. 
There was no formal coaching. He 
learnt whilst watching others play and 
praaised for hours to reach perfection. 

Success followed. He was selected 
for the All India Schools team in the 
1959 Senior Nationals at Hyderabad. 
He scored four goals in a 8-0 triumph 
over Assam and was hailed as a future 
star. Next came the stint with Aligarh 
Muslim University. He played both 
hockey and football for his University, 
He even represented AMU in the 
prestigious, Durand, DCM and IFA 
Shield tournaments. 

It was during his college days that 
he perfeaed his unique dribbling 
skills. He says, "I believed in Individual 
practice and used to train on my own 
every morning. After exercise and 
running, I trained with other 
youngsters. I used to keep two boys on 
my side and we played against teams 
of seven to eight players. In this way, I 
mastered the art of ball possession and 
dribbling." 
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Inam also developed his own 
hockey sticks, a lighter version which 
used to weigh about 17 ounces which 
gave him greater flexibility of 

H« h ■ contantMl family man. Pictura ahowa 
(from lafi) Faralia (bia fiitura daughtar-in-law), 
wifa Shamim aad aon Aamir Inam, a qualHiod 
macbanical anginoor who ia working in Dubai 


movement. East Bengal took him to 
play in the Calcutta League in 1963. 
He started with a pnncely sum of 
Rs 5,000 for the season, then a record 
in Calcutta hockey. Next season, he 
shifted to Mohun Bagan for a record 
sumofRs.7,000. 

Such was his popularity that the 
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Inam-w-RahiMn Impcctt hia Wallway gun, 
whleh ha uaaa wtiila bunting lor paitridgaa. 
Hia wHa Shaniini looka at aomo of tha modala 
that bar buabana baa won 

Police. For the next sixteen years he 
served Indian Airlines with 
distinaion as a player and coach and 
enabled them to win every 
tournament in the country, more 
than once. 

Such was his craze for hockey that 
when he married a Bhopal girt 
Shamim Rehman in 1969, he told her 
that, “Hockey comes first and you are 
second." As a coach, Inam has had 


lucrative stints abroad. He was 
Argentina's coach during the '78 
Buenos Aires World Cup and for 
several years later. He also coached 
Oman at Muscat from 1992-94. 
However in India he was ignored 
Only once has he served as an 
assistant coach to Jhaman Lai Sharma 
in the 1990 Beijing Asiad. In 1988, he 
was sent as a manager to the 1st 
Junior Asian Championships at 
Karachi 

The love for sport has not subsided 
even in middle age. Nowadays he 
plays golf as a way to relax and keep 


fit He works as a Deputy Manager in 
the Indian Airlines at their Safdaijung 
airport office and looks after the 
reservations of sportspersons and 
VIPs. Either in the morning or after 
work he drives to the Air Force Golf 
Club and spends hours rehearsing 
strokes. Even at home after dinner, he 
praaises putting on the carpet in his 
drawing room. During holidays, he 
indulges m his passion for shooting 
game. He does this on the outskirts of 
New Delhi. 

Skill is a fetish for him He still 
practises keeping the ball in the air for 




Golf is his now passion and ho loves to 
practise at home 

a long count. Inam believes, “Skill is 
developed thl-ough hours of practise. 
The stick must become part of your 
arm.” He has not fully mellowed with 
age. Inam still feels that Indian 
Airlines have not given him his due 
promotion. 

However, he is now a contented 
family man. On returning from office, 
he spends hours watching sports 
events on TV. His favourite sports are 
goif, tennis, football and hockey. The 
sportsperson he admires most is Diego 
Maradona. "Voh classic genius hai," 
Inam says. Amongst his 
contemporaries he admired attacking 
hockey players like centre forward 
Harbinder Singh, right-out Balbir 
Singh and Pakistan's left winger 
Sa|iiiullah. After his generation, he 
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Skill is developed 
through hours of 
ractise. The stick must 
ecome part of your 
arm. —Inam-ur-Rehman 

ff 

feels that Ashok Kumar was the only 
player of real class. 

Inam is also a good cook and 
prepares a divine biryani and korma. 
His wife Shamim chips in and says, 
"He loves eating any good food and 
still relishes a well cooked meal." So 
after a hard day's work, Inam potters 
about in the kitchen. After dinner, he 
reads the newspapers carefully, if 


there is no spon on TV. He also often 
jots down his thoughts on paper. 

Nowadays he rarely coaches and 
spends more time on the golf course. 
His family life is successful and that 
gives him great contentment. His 
27-year-Old son, Aamirfnam, a 
qualified engineer who also did an 
MBA from AMU, is now working as a 
marketing manager in Dubai. Inam 
and his wife Shamim are now busy 
arranging Aamir's marriage to a 
Moradabad girl Pareha. His daughter 
Nadia is married in Muscat to an 
engineer. 

Inam and his wife spend some 
months with theirthildren abroad. 
However, he does not want to leave 
Delhi. The pace of life may have 
slowed down but there is still a fir^ in 
his eyes when he recalls the hockey 
exploits of the glorious sixties. 

PHOTOORAPHS. MOHAMMAD SHAflQ 
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E A T U R E 



I T is a typical Pakistani 

household. A seven-year-old is 
watching the TV screen very 
intently. He is watching a cricket 
game. The date is October 9,1976. The 
venue is Lahore, Pakistan. 

It's the first day of a Test match 
between Pakistan and New Zealand. 
Pakistan is batting. The score is 44/3. 
Out walks a young man looking 
upwards at the sun. He is short and 
thin. He ukes long suides, keeps 
rolling his right arm around with bat 
in hand, then the left hand. Holding 
the bat in both hands, he turns his 
upper body sideways...all the timd 
striding towards the pitch. 

The camera closes in...a cool, calm 
look. A thick mooistache and flowing 
hair. The face...a common Pakistani 
face, nothing charismatic, yet it is 
energetic. He rolls his alert eyes a bit. 
Then he stares at the sun again. The 
seven-year-old starts mimicking the 
young man's moves. 

Right there and then on that day in 
1976. many seven-year-olds became 
Pakistanis. Patriotic fervour was 
forever transfused in their veins. The 
young man had made fans for life. 



One such seven-year-old is the author 
of this article In 1 997 . The young 
man's name...Javed Miandad. 

Javed's debut was fantastic. Against 
Richard Hadlee and the New 
Zealanders, he got 504 runs in just five 
Innings, with a double century that 
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still has him in the history books as the 
youngest double century maker He 
got 163 m his maiden innings and set 
the tone for an outstanding career His 
talent with the bat was obvious but 
there was something else that caught 
the eye. Something intangible and 
unexplainable, yet you knew it was 
there. Immense self confidence or 
this aura of invincibility or whatever 
you want to call it, Miandad portrayed 
to the crowd and to his team-mates an 


assurance that he could be depended 
on The arrogance of youth was pretty 
obvious as he smashed three 
consecutive fours off Richard Collinge 
to get to his maiden hundred. When 
he retired from international cricket 
his Test record read- 43 fifties; 23 
hundreds at an average of 52.57. (Sec 
box). 

He had a distinction that no other 
batsman can probably match. Never 
once in his career did his average fall 


below 50. Never...ever. He was Mr. 
Consistency. But it's not the number 
of runs he scored but it's the way he 
scored them. As I look back at Pakistan 
cricket growing up, all I can remember 
is Javed walking in at 7 for 2 or 5 for 
2 ..the batting in tatters, the 
opposition on top and that cool, calm 
and confident smile. Javed 
personified all that is goAd about 
Pakistan cricket and in many ways is 
responsible for forming or shaping 



Pakistan cricket into what it is today. 

Javed's remarkable performances 
are numerous. Any lamous win that 
Pakistan boasted of, during his career, 
featured him prominently. When 
Pakistan beat India in Lahore, with 
Imran hitting those sixes off Bedi, 
chasing a stiff target in a short time, 
Miandad was the one at the other end, 
running like a hare and pushing 
singles all the time. 

His contribution was 62 (100 in the 
first innings) out of the 164 they 
needed to chase in 24.5 overs. He was 
the one running madly off the field 
waving his bat to celebrate the famous 
series win. When Mohsin hit that 
double hundred at Lords and the 
second innings required a quick 
chase, he was the one who opened 
with Mohsin to knock off the required 
runs to earn a ten wicket win. 

When India came to Pakistan in 
1982-83 for a six Test series, he was 
invincible. His 280 n o. in the 
Hyderabad win was his highest total. 
People say he was unlucky and that 


MS rt rivalry hatwacn linian Kli«iii anil Javed 
Miaiutiul atthoiiijh tliat did not prevcitt llio latter from 
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of Pakistan cricket via his one-day 
exploits. His record read: 50 fifties, 8 
hundreds with an average of 41.70. 

His one-day record emphasises the 
fact that he was an ail-round cricketer. 
Whether you needed fast runs or 
somebody to stick it out, he was there. 
His fielding and running between the 
wickets were always a treat to watch. 
During Javed's career, Pakistan won a 
lot of one day tournaments, climaxing 
in the 1992 World Cup win but it all 


he was playing a spinner. I remember 
him sweeping Kapil Dev to tine leg. He 
kept the scoreboard ticking 
throughout. Pakistan required 11 to 
win off Chetan Sharma's final over. 

On the fourth ball of the over 
Zulqarnain was bowled playing a wild 
shot. 

The anger on Miandad's face was 
obvious. He told Zulqarnain that he 
should have just taken a single to let 
him get the strike. The last man in was 


Tauseef. He nudged the penultimate 
ball to cover and ran. Azharuddin 
picked the ball up cleanly and gently 
lobbed the ball at the stumps. Had the 
ball hit the stumps, Tauseef would 
have been gone. Azhar missed. You 
could see the agony written all over 
Azhar's face but I guess even the best 
of them lose it under pressure. Not 
Javed though 

He was on strike with four to win off 
the last ball. A normal player would 


started in the spring of 1986 in 
Sharjah. Pakistan had never won a 
tournament before that day and it was 
not because they had not come close. 
A prime example was that one wicket 
loss to the West Indians in the 1975 
World Cup (Miandad played as a 
bowler) when they let the last wicket 
score 60 odd runs. The team did not 
believe it could win All of this was 
before that six at Sharjah in 1986 that 
reverberated across the sub-continent 
for so many years. 

I vividly remember getting ready to 
watch the game in the morning. I had 
a Physics final the next day. 1 was 
giving my Intermediate 
examinations. In Pakistan, your 
grades in your Intermediates pretty 
much determine your career. Of 
course I had a Physics book in my 
hand but 1 was glued to the tube. My 
mother was yelling at me for wasting 
my time, my father was not too happy 
either. Soon after the lunch, all of the 
above were glued to the tube with me! 

India had batted first and scored 245 


Miiinddd with Ins wilt: who Inis liocii a pillar ol 
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runs with Wasim, Imran and Qadir 
bowling well. Pakistan started steadily 
but kept losing wickets at regular 
Intervals. Mohsin, Mudassar, Ramiz 
and Malik had perished. Qadir played 
a cameo role but got out as well. So did 
Imran. In the final overs, the required 
run rate was around ten. Miandad 
was in total command at one end. 

He hit a mammoth six off Madan 
Lai. It went out of the stadium. He 
danced down the pitch and hit it as if 
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have been wif)ing his brow or biting 
his lips. What was Miandad doing? He 
was surveying the field, counting the 
players. Checking to see if there were 
four inside the circle, less than three 
behind the square leg umpire on the 
leg side etc. His mind was working. 

Chetan came in to bowl amid a roar 
from the crowd...a waist high full 
toss...Miandad swung it towards 
midwickel. .his hands immediately 
went up and he started 
running...Binny at the midwicket 
fence looked skyward...and 
Mushtaq's (expert commentator) 
scream, “It’sa SSSmmiXXXXXXII". 

This six took Pakistan to a new level 
in cricket. India would not beat 
Pakistan in a one day game for a long 
long time in Sharjah. About 100 
million people jumped up in Pakistan 
at the same time. It was registered on 
the Richter scale! This was more than 


A thrilled linrrin Khriii bcinc) luigyed hy te^unnuiles 
rtfler Pakistc^n's Irintiistic victory over Iiiyland in Ihi: 
'92 World Cup lo Aostralid A nation matured on that 
day 


just another one day win. Miandad 
had forever changed the course of 
Pakistan's cricket history. 

I will never forget him running 
madly with his bat in his right hand. 
That scene is forever etched in my 
brain. He ended up scoring 116 not 
out to take Pakistan to 248/9 In my 
opinion, it was the best ever one day 
innings played in terms of pressure 
and impact. He walked out to take the 
Man-of-the-Match award. 

Tears kept rolling down his cheeks 
as he kept on smiling. He was humble. 
When Imran lifted the Cup, Miandad 
beamed. His contagious smile was 
affixed on every Pakistani's face. He 
had plotted a new course. Pakistan 
would go on to win the Nehru Cup in 
India and the next few Sharjah 
tournaments. Miandad would score 
eight consecutive one day half 
centuries. 

As my friend Mohsin Ansari 
explains, "Isn't it true that this one hit 
would impact the India-Pakistan 
one day equation for the rest of the 
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decade and even beyond? Isn't it true 
that this was not just a ball getting 
whacked over the boundary, but a 
man shaking the self confidence and 
hopes of an entire nation, while giving 
another nation a promise of bigger 
and better things to come? Isn't it true 
that before this six, India would whip 
Pakistan in any neutral or 
non-neutral ground as a routine 
matter, but after that, just could not 
find a way to beat them even in India. 

"Not till long ago, and sometimes 
even now, every time these two teams 
step onto a field and India would get 
into a winning position, somehow. 


from some unknown place, the ghost 
of that one fateful Shaijah afternoon 
would come back to haunt them." 

Mi 2 mdad has played in all the World 
Cups to date. He is the highest scorer 
in World Cups as well. Pakistan 
probably had the best team in the'87 
World Cup at home but they won the 
'92 World Cup in Australia. Imran was 
centre stage on that occasion too but 
Miandad was on-stage with his 
performances once again being 
exemplary. He was left out of the side 
before the Cup, claiming that he had 
dropped out or that he was out of 





form. I can't remember which one 
was stated. After Saeed Anwar pulled 
a groin muscle, Miandad was recalled. 

As Umair Khan relates, "In the 
1992 World Cup, in the semi final 
against New Zealand, everyone 
remembers Inzamam's 60 off 37 balls 
that saw Pakistan through to the final. 
Miandad was not out at the day's end 
at 57. In the Final, everyone 
remembers Akram's dismissals of 
Lamb and Lewis. Coming In at 24/2 in 
9 overs, Miandad, with Imran, took 
Pakistan to 163/2 in 39 pvers. Cramps 
forced him to hit out [and get out] 
when on 59". 


I remember after winning that 
Final, everyone was celebrating. 
Imran and Miandad's rivalry was 
known openly. Everyone knew they 
didn't see eye to eye. I saw Miandad 
approaching Imran and patting him 
on the shoulder. Visibly annoyed, 
Imran swivelled around. When Imran 
realised it was Javed, a huge smile 
came on his face and they hugged. 
That was the best moment of the '92 
World Cup for me. Miandad always 
put his team before his own self. He 
was selfless. Quoting Mohsin 
Ansari again, "There were players 
before Javed with numbers better 


than him, and as long as the game is 
played, there will be players in the 
future with better numbers. But only 
a few special ones will leave an 
impression on the game as big as he 
left behind. Javed Miandad is much 
bigger than his numbers; the whole is 
more than the sum of partsi Not that 
his numbers are anything to be 
ashamed of.But the legend goes 
beyond that. 

"Miandad is an attitude, Miandad is 
an inspiration. His is the blue-collar 
approach to cricket and his legend 
stems not from his glorious numbers, 
but from the love and admiration of 
millions of fans worldwide, and their 
belief that this guy was something 
special. And NOBODY, I repeat 
NOBODY, can take that away from 
himi" 

There were so many intangibles to 
go with his great stats. I guess one of 
the earliest memories that I Have of 
Javed IS m Australia. Rodney Hogg 
was batting. Hogg played a ball to 
point where Javed was standing. The 
ball rolled to Javed and came to a halt 
a few yards before Javed as he walked 
towards it. Hogg left his crease to do a 
little bit of gardening on the pitch 

Javed picked the ball up and tiptoed 
up to the wicket, without attraaing 
Hogg's attention, and removed the 
bails. The umpire of course gave Hogg 
out and Hogg, out of frustration and 
disgust, smashed the stumps and left. 
Mushtaq, the captain, asked Hogg to 
come back. 

Miandad was always cheeky. He 
was very competitive. He never lost 
hope. His energy and will to win never 
diminished. I remember that after 
Imran's retirement in 1992, he 
captained Pakistan to New Zealand for 
a one-off Test. In the last innings. New 
Zealand had to chase around 127 to 
win and they were coasting at 80 odd 
for 3. Any normal player or captain 
wold have lost hope. Most of our 
bowlers were dejected and were 
looking for a miracle. 

Andrew Jones played a ball gently 
to square leg where Miandad was 
standing. The ball trickled to him and 
Miandad advanced towards it. The 
non-striker was a bit out of his crease 
and Miandad went towards the ball 
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with a motion intending to throw the 
wickets down at the non striker s end 
The non stnker was alert and 
Miandad knew that Hr picked up the 
ball and balanced perlectly to throw it 
at the non-striker when suddenly at 
the last fraction of a sc cond his arm 
changed direction and he threw the 
ball at the batting end Jones a 
couple of pates outside his crease 
along with ihe rest of the players and 
viewers was watching the 
non-striker The throw stunned 
everybody Jones froze The ball 
missed the one stump that Miandad 
had had to aim by inches and he held 
onto Ins floppy hat like he always did 
after a close shave Evei ybody on the 
Pakistan squad realised that this man 
had not given up hope that his mind 
was still working The New Zealanders 
realised that this match was not over 
yet 

The Pakistanis got a wakeup call a 
boost of energy They bowled out New 
Zealand soon after for 93 and won the 
game This particular incident will 
never be recorded as a statistic in a 
score book Only those who played 
and those who watched will 
remember it forever 

I remember Richie Benaud once 
relating a story about watching 
Miandad bat in a county game The 
field was spread out and the spinners 
were on Miandad was getting singles 
easily but no boundaries as the field 
was spread out Suddenly Miandad 
became uncomfortable against the 
spinners There were a few balls that 
popped up at catchable height near 
the bat He got a few edges The 
captain and the bowler got 
encouraged and brought the field up 
and crowded Javed As soon as that 
happened he belted a lew boundaries 
and got some quick runs Richie 
relates that it was obvious that Javed 
was playing with the minds of the 
opposition 

In a Test series m Australia laved 
had an altercation with Dc nnis Lillee 
Miandad had clipped the ball towards 
square leg and was running hard 
intent on getting two runs Lillee was 
landing on the side of the pitch at the 
nd of his follow-through, blocking I 



Miandad s way Since Miandad was 
concentrating on the fielder he did 
not see Lillee blocking his way till he 
hit him 

Javed pushed Lillee aside The 
reaction from Lillee was that he 
kicked Miandad Javed got enraged 
and lifted his bat to scare him as Lillee 
hid behind the umpire who came to 
calm the situation down It was all 
over the news the next day, Miandad 
was portrayed as an out of control 
madman on the field by the biased 
journalists But Miandad had made 
his point He had changed that 
attitude of low self-esteem that we 


used to have He had made the world 
recognise that the Pakistanis will not 
bow down to anybody 
I could go on and on with these 
stones but the best one is the one that I 
heard dunng the World Cup of 1992 
Viv Richards is regarded by most as the 
greatest batsman ever Having retired 
by that time Viv was in the 
commentary bootli in a West Indies- 
Australia game He was asked a 
hypothetical question about who he 
thought was the best batsman Vivian 
Richards said that if there ever came a 
time when he had to bet hisjife on a 
batsman, he would bet on Javed 
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Javed has been lucky in a lot of 
respects but he has been very unlucky 
too. Captaincy is one example. I 
always thought that his was the best 
cricketing mind. When He was made 
captain of the Pakistan team the first 
time, he was too young. The seniors in 
the team with inflated egos in the 
Kerry Packer era refused to play under 
him. 

He stepped aside. Miandad took 
over the captaincy whenever,Imran 
got hurt and did a great job. When 
Imran c^e back, Miandad stepped 
aside knowing that Imran was the 



This six (in Sharjah in 
1986) took Pakistan to a 
new level in cricket. 
India would not beat 
Pakistan in a one day 
game for a long long 
time in Sharjah. About 
1(X) million people 
jumped up in Pakistan at 
the same time. It was 
registered on the 
Richter scale! This was 
more than just another 
one-day win 


crowd favourite. He didn't want to 
create a rift. The team was more 
important. 

When Imran retired, Miandad was 
made captain. He won both the Test 
series that were played during his 
reign against New Zealand and 
England. He was later removed from 
the captaincy because of the team's 
performance In a one day 
tournament. The selectors said that 
Wasim Akram was the captain of the 
future. In my opinion, they either 
should not have made him the captain 
when Imran retired, if rebuilding was 
the idea, and if not, then they should 


have persisted with him till he retired. 
He never got the respect he deserved 
as a cricketing mind. Even after all that 
he had to go through his record as a 
skipper is: out of 34 marches, won 14, 
lost 6. Rest drawn. This was a belter 
(win percentage) than Imran and 
Mushtaq Muhammad. 

Javed's last international match 
was in Bangalore, India. It was a , 
World Cup (1996) quarterfinal 
against India. Another pressure 
cooker situation. Miandad had come 
back after a layoff of two years and it 
was obvious that his batting was not at 
its best but even then he had stuck it 
out and a bowler had not yet got him 
out in the tournament. 

Once regarded as the best runner 
between the wickets, ironically, 
Miandad got run out in his last game 
that Pakistan lost eventually. I was 
overwhelmed as I saw my hero 
walking off the field. Javed was 
disappointed that he was not able to 
pull his team out of yet another 
difficult situation. The Indian crowd 
knew that this was Miandad's last 
game. They still remembered that six 
in Sharjah lOyearsago. 

They knew that they will never see 
Miandad again so they wanted to 
leave him with a memory he probably 
will never forget. I know I will not. 

The crowd booed my hero off the 
field. He was still very gracious. Lifted 
his bat gently, kept his eyes to the 
ground and simply walked off into the 
pavilion. An era had ended and 
instead of a hero's goodbye, Javed 
Miandad was booed off the field. 

I will never forgive the Indian 
crowd for that. I might forgive them 
for Kashmir and I might even forgive 
them for breaking up my nation but I 
will never ever forgive them for 
bt»oing my hero. Then he came back 
home, where I thought he would be 
welcomed appropriately. But the 
hoopla of a loss to India had taken 
over and Miandad's retirement got 
lost in the middle somewhere. 

Nobody mentioned it much. Till 
now, there is no documentary on 
Javed. If you are looking for a happy 
ending then don't...this is not an 
American tale. It's a Pakistani one. 
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C HFSS has become the buzz 
word m the state of Andhra 
Pradesh renowned for its 
Golconda fort and 
Charmmarmonument last year 
from a rural area in the Guntur district 
of the state India found a child 
prodigy m Parthipadu Harikrishna 
who won the world under 10 years 
chess championship at Menorca 
Spam Now the latest whiz kid to 
emerge from Andhra Pradesh is 
another under 10 years world chess 
champion this time a dapper I 

diminutive girl Koneru Humpy 
Calm cool and confident Koneru 
Humpy retorts What Harikrishna 
can do I can do also She admits that 
during the world championships she 
was motivated by the success of 
Harikrishna and wanted to emulate 
his hat 

Harikrishna s was a more romantic 
story From a rural background to 
world age-group chess champion is a 
long and winding road In contrast 
Koneru Humpy is from Vijaywada 
Her father Koneru Ashok was a 
former chess champion m South 
India For his livelihood he taught 
chemistry in a local Vijayawada 
college Now he is a full time chess 
coach pre occupied with nurturing 
the prodigious talent ot his daughter 
When asked how he supports his 
family of wife Lata daughter Humpy 
and young son Chandrahasa he 
mumbled C oachmg and tuitions 
I ater Koneru Ashok explained his 
philosophy of life and said I have to 
sacrihcc to achieve higher goals 
Watching Humpy play as a 
sesen year old 1 realised that my 
daughtei is a human chess computer 
something special so I wanted her to 
fulfill her potential so 1 have be*eome 
her full time coach 
She also received a lot of 
encouragement from her alma mater 
the Siddartha Residential school at 
Edupugallu in Vijaywada The 
Director of this school MrVedde 
Ramakrishna Prasad is a chess buff 
and willingly agreed to sponsor 
Humpy He has been the Good 


"MY YEARS 
OF HARD 
WORK HAS 
PAID OFF' 

Says Under-10 World Chess champion 
KONERU HUMPY 
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Samaritan for this chess-lovmg 
family His steady support has enabled 
Koneru Humpy concentrate on chess 
without worrying about financial 
matters 

In the capital after winning the 

world title at Cannes, France, Humpy 
met the vice-president of India Mr 
Krishna Kant and was presented with 
a special watch She was feted by 
several other dign i tai ics However, 
her phlegmatic temperament enables 
her to take all this in her stride In an 
interview to Sporrswor/dshe showed 
that she IS unaffected by her celebrity 
status and wants to concentrate on 
her ambition to become a world 
chami>ion in women s chess 
Here are excerpis from the interview 

When did you start playing chess? 

I started playing at the age of six years 
in 1993 1 got interested in chess when 
I watched my father play at home 

At what age did you feel you had 
the talent to excel in chess? 

When I won the Girls Under-10 years 
title at Mumbai last year That win 
gave me a lot of confidence and I felt 
that I could cope with the best in the 
world in my age-group 

What were your feelings prior to 
the world championships at 
Cannes? 

I was a little nervous but once 1 started 
to play, my nerves vanished After 
watching my opponents, my 
confidence grew as I knew that I could 
cope with all of them I felt really 
confident after beating Larissa 
Tokinarof Brazil in just 17 moves 
That was my quickest win and it gave 
me the confidence that 1 was in good 
form 

What was your toughest match? 

The 8th round tie against Spain's Vega 
Gutierrez The other ties were all 
okay, and I did not have many 
problems. 

What did you feel after winning 
the world title? 

(Beaming) A sense of rejief that it was 
all over and massive happiness that I 


had won Alter winning my last game 
against Anna Mazychuck of Ukraine, I 
realised I was world champion and my 
years of hard work had paid off I also 
thanked my father who is my coach 
and our generous sponsor (Her father 
Koneru 

Ashok said at this juncture that, "So 
far, the sponsors Siddartha School 
have spent Rs 2 lakhs in developing 
Humpy's talent They even paid lor 
my ticket to France, so that I could 
guide Humpy in these 
championships We are, indeed, very 
grateful to th.em) " 

In what ways does your sponsor 
help you? 

(speaking with promptings by the 
father) I get to use a computer at 
school, free education, lots ol chess 
literature and my travel expenses are 
looked after 

Did you have any problems with 
food or any other adjustment 
problems in France? 

Not really, lama non-vegetarian, so 
food was not really a problem Also 
there was plenty of my favourite fruit 
the apple I concentrated so much on 
the championship that I was not 
affected by the new place (Her father 
adds "Humpy by nature IS very placid 
and calm and adjusts to situations 
easily She does not have an excitable 
temperament,and is a very relaxed 
person) " 


Koiwru Humpy It flanked by her father Koneru 
Athok (left) ami her main sponsor Mr Vedde 
Remakrithna Prasad, Director of Siddartha 
Residential School. The sponsor hat spam RsJl 
lakhs on her 

Do you like playing attacking 
chess like Vishwanathan Anand 
or a positional game like that of 
Anatoly Karpov. 

lam a slow player and believe in 
positional play Mygameisbasedon 
planning and thinking out all the 
possibilities before making each 
move (Her father who is also her 
coach says "She plays with a level of 
maturity which is excellent for her 
age Her game is based on calculations 
and positional play) " 

What are your hobbles? 

Cycling and watching TV mostly 
movies I have very little time for 
hobbies or other sports as I have to 
study and spend four hours daily 
playing chess 

Who are your favourite players? 

(with a smile) Vishwanathan Anand 
of course I want to be like him (As an 
afterthought) I also like the way 
Anatoly Karpov plays 

What is your next ambition? 

My next ambition is to win the world 
under-12 years title at Pans, in 
February i 998 
Interview by Novy Kapadia and 
Ghaus Mohammed 
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TENNIS '97 


PAUL FEIN looks back at the happenings in the world of tennis in the 

year that just got over 


BEST AMAZING FEAT—Martina 
Hingis, the 16-year-oId Swiss 
prodigy, won Wimbledon, the 
U.S.Open and the Australian Open 
and reached the French Open final 
to come within one vioory of 
capturing a rare Grand Slam. 

BEST SHOCKING UPSET 
SERIES—Gustavo “Guga” 

Kuerten, a colorfully attired, 
20-ycar-old Brazilian, ranked only 
66 th, upset former French Open 
champions Thomas Muster, 
Yevegeny Kafelnikov and Sergi 
Bruguera, plus former world No.4 
Andrei Medvedev, to surprise 
everyone, including himself, and 
won the French Open. 

BEST MELANIE MOLITOR 
RETORT—Contemptuous of critics 
who believe her own vicarious 
ambition has cost her daughter, 
Martina Hingis, her childhood, 
Melanie Molitor retorted; "I never 
myself had the feeling that I've 
stolen her childhood, l mean, what is 
it that she should be doing, playing 
with puppies? Look at her: she's a 
ha|),>ygirl." 


BEST QUOTE ABOUT 
SAMPRAS—After being crushed 
6-2,6-1,7-6 by Pete Sampras in the 
Wimbledon semifinals, an awed 
Todd Woodbridge quipped, "He's 
human, but not by much." 

BEST COCKINESS—"I have the 
game to beat anyone. I am not 
intimidated by the thought of facing 
anybody. Martina Hingis? I'm 
looking forward to playing her or 
anyone else. Keep 'em coming," said 
Venus Williams just before Hingis 
trounced her at the Lipton 
Championships. 

BEST BORG UPDATE—According 
to an April 30, 1997 Star Foreign 
Service report, Bjorn Borg, who lost 
a fortune in bad business deals, was 
hired by Club Med as a tennis coach 
and is working in the CM "village'*' 
in the Bahamas. The news was 
broken By his friend Yannick Noah 
who said: "Bjorn was so unhappy 
some years ago that he tried to 
commit suicide twice." 

BEST TES'nMONIAL TO 
SJEFFI —^After praalsing with 


I Steffi Grat at the French Open, 1992 
Olympic gold medalist Marc Rosset 
I said: "I was impressed by the speed 
I of her shots. I do understand that 
t other players have problems against 
( her because she has a slice shot 
J which is incredible. I can tell you, 

i shc doesn't have to envy anybody 
on the men's tour." 

j BEST RIPOSTE—After losing a 
? tie-breaker in the third-set 
; cliff-hanger to Marcelo Rios, Jim 
Courier was belted with this 
question-comment at the 
post-match press conference: 

( Journalist—^"You used to win 

matches like that." 

Courier—^"And you used to ask 
good questions, too." 

WORST COMMENTARY ON 
TOUR LIFE—After Lindsay 
Davenport crushed former close 
friend Mary Joe Fernandez 6-1, 6-1 
in the Indian Wells semifinals, 
Fernandez revealed: "We used to be 
pals, but because of a minor 
disagreement we are no 
longer...that's what the tour does to 
you...it's a tough world." 




WORST SEX 

DISCRIMINATION—As usual, the 
French Open relegated all four 
women's quarterfinal matches to 
Court Suzanne Lenglen—instead of 
Court Central—despite the fact that 
seven of the eight women players 
were seeded, including the top 
three. "I think we have the right to 
play on center court, too," protested 
Martina Hingis. 


BEST 

CAMARADERIE—U.S.Open 
champion Patrick Rafter paid 
homage to the Australian 
champions of yesteryear' 
helped him so much. "Tl; 
are idols for a lot of us, 

"They were like gods i 
growing up. Then 
them, it's great to see they're just like 
regular guys. It's great to have the 
Aussie guys in your corner. Rochey 
will give me a call, or Newk will give 
me a call, just to talk about things 
and help me along if I'm going 
through a rough patch." 


"sexist" the British tabfoid press, 
which focused heavily on the bodies 
and clothing of 16-year-olds 
Martina Hingis and Anna 
Koumikova and also ran 
unflattering photos of Monica Seles, 
with close-ups of her thighs. "It is 
appalling the way so much of 
women's tennis is treated like soft 
j pom," Banks said. He urged the 
media to "concentrate more on 
women tennis players' abilities 
rather than their underwear and 
figures." 


ACTION PLUS 




BEST HINGIS 

CONFIDENTIAL—"I don't want to 
become like Steffi or some of the 
other players. They Just go on the 
court, play their game and go away. 
They always stay in their room. It 
isn't so bad if you can say hello and 
talk to somebody," said Martina 
Hingis, who socialises with players 
and fans more than any recent 
champion. 



BEST STATE OF THE MEN'S 
GAME ANALYSIS—Reacting to 
Boris Becker's unexpected decision 
to retire during Wimbledon, Pete 
Sampras said, "It's a huge impaa. 
The game needs some personality, 
and it needs a rivalry." Ironically, 
Sampras' uncharismatic personality 
and his domination of the men's 
game (except on clay) contributed to 
both problems. 



BEST TRIBUTE TO 
BECKER—Boris Becker's 
announcement during Wimbledon 
that he was retiring from 
competition at Grand Slam events 
was front-page news across 
Germany. Under the headline, 
"We'll miss Boris," a Berlin tabloid, 
BZ, said it would take a long time for 
Germans to grasp that there can 
even be tennis without him. The 
newspaper wrote: "Becker was the 
heart of our tennis. Boris was 
passion, excitement, fascination." 



WORST SEXIST MEDIA 
COVERAGB-Brftish sports 
minister Tony Banks condemned as 
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BEST! 

Openly 
always ^ 
issues tl* 


)UESTI01>^- 
'lavratilova has 
pn out about 
‘Often 


Navratilova has paid a price for her 
controversial comments. Therefore, 
she poses this burning question: 
“Each athlete must ask himself or 
herself. What's more important, 
endorsements, or being true to your 
beliefs?" 

BEST WARNING FROM 
SAMPRAS—“The thing that 
concerns me is after we're done," 
Pete Sampras said after winning his 
fourth Wimbledon and 10th Grand 
Slam singles title. “There's really not 
another young American coming up 
right now. So I think the Americans 
are really going to have to enjoy 
what they have right now, because I 
really don't see anyone coming up 
who's going to do what Andre and 
Michael and I have done." 

BEST VENUS 
SUPPORTER—Defending 
17-year-old Venus Williams against 
charges of arrogance, all-time great 
Billie Jean King says: “Oh, she's 
young. She hasn't been around yet. 


She'll calm down. But I like the way 
she says she expects to win. Venus 
has self-esteem, and isn't that what 
we've worked so hard for years in 
women's sports? Venus is awesome, 
that's all. Awesome. She reminds me 
of Althea Gibson—tall, black, fast, 
powerful, ambitious, confident. 
Venus will be the Althea Gibson of 
the 21st century." 

WORST ANDRE-BROOKE 
NEWS—^According to the 
Sept. 30,1997 Evening 
StandarcHU.K.), newly weds Andre 
Agassi and Brooke Shields are 
having “teething troubles" because 
he wants to live in his old hometown 
of Las Vegas, but she prefers 
Hollywood. "She smiles and has no 
idea what she is requesting me to 
do," said Agassi. "I just look at her 
and think 'I would rather live with 
that smile than my bachelor pad." 

BEST MAC 

ATTACK—^Embarrassed by 
American tennis' faltering TV 
ratings, John McEnroe said, “Maybe 
I take it too personally. But it almost 
makes me feel like 1 should go on TV 
in other sports where there's some 


excitement...There’s a malaise 
where it appears people aren't 
playing hard. It's not good for any 
sport when players appear to be 
tanking." He added that Pete 
Sampras and Michael Chang "are 
never going to be big personalities 
even if you punch them in the head 
100 times." 

0 

BEST HUNK—Surprise Australian 
Open finalist Carlos Moya, a 
handsome, muscular 6'3" Spanish 
heartthrob, captivated fans, 
especially females, Down Under 
with his great looks and smiling, 
sporting demeanor. 

BEST VENUS WILLIAMS 
CONFIDENTALr—"People talk 
about all this pressure on young 
tennis players, but the only thing 
stressing me out right now is all 
these chemistry formulas I've got to 
learn," confides 17-year black 
prodigy Venus Williams. “I would 
say, basically. I'm a laugher. I like to 
have fun. Sometimes, when I think 
about this whole thing, it just makes 
me burst out laughing " 

BEST 

SPORTSMANSHIP—Unseeded 
Patrick Rafter was one point away 
from levelling the match against 
Russian Andrei Cherkasov at the 
Australian Hardcourt 
Championships when he overruled 
the officials by telling them that his 
shot had landed outside the court. 
Down 13-14 in the second set 
tie-breaker, instead of being ahead 
14-13, Rafter lost the next point to 
bow 6-2,7-6. "Very few guys would 
do what he did," Cherkasov said of 
Rafter's gesture of honesty. 

BEST DAVIS CUP 
ATTITUDB-Chiding rhe American 
players for not always playing Davis 
Cup, the U.S.Open champion 
Patrick Rafter, of Australia, 
commented: "We have a proud 
tradition. Whenever I get a call to 
represent my country. I'm there. It's 
a shame the other guys don't feel the 
same way. There's nothing better 
than winning for your country." 
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BEST (7) LONG-TERM 
INVESTMENT—In the hope that 
one-year-old Queenslander Thomas 
Fancutt may some day become the 
savior ot Australian tennis. Head has 
agreed to supply Thomas with 
rackets, shoes and bags until he 
reaches No 1 in the world Young 
Thomas has the bloodliness to prove 
the skeptics wrong in 20 years His 
father Chris, grandparents Daphne 
and Trevor, and uncles Michael and 
Charlie were all world-class tennis 
players 


BEST BALL 

CONTROVERSY—After losing to 
Carlos Moya in the first round of tf 
Australian Open Boris! 
complained Why doesi 
want to slow the game dfl 
players don t have a probl^ 
the speaators don t have < 
with It Itisjustafewguys^ 
table who think the game i#!oo fast, 
and then they change it Now you 
have many guys with elbow 
problems, with wrist problems 
including myself, and in my opinion 
It's due to the tact they really soften 
up the balls " 

BEST ACCUSATION OF 
TANKING—^Asked if today's young 
players are getting too much money 
too soon, Jimmy Connors said "I 
think the big money hurts their 
hunger to play I don't think they 
have the drive and the ambition to 
play 110 per cent in every 
match—they know that whether 
they win or lose, the paycheck is still 
there Big money encourages 
tanking In my opinion, tanking is 
going on even with a lot of the top 
guys today—it's quite evident ' 

BEST LOVE PO-nON- France's 
Sandnne Testud attributes her 
improvement in fitness and results 
in 1997 to "love" she found with her 
new Italian coach, Vittorio Magnelli 
Testud cracked the top 20 and upset 
Monica Seles at Wimbledon and 
French Open champion IvaMajoh at 
the U S.Open 



BEST DENISE CAPRIATI 
CONFESSION—"The excitement 
the endorsements, the money, the 
prestige, the pnde There it all is, and 
you get caught up in it, and you're 
not thinking of what your child is 
missing, and if this is what's best for 
them,' admits Denise Capnati, 
Jennifer’s mother ' I believe in my 
heart that she did love tennis, and 
still does, but I beat myself up later 
for not stopping things from getting 
so out of hand back then " 

BEST TETE-A-TETE—When 
U S Open security guard Naomi 
Chambers demanded "Can I see 
your ID’’" and again called out 
"Your ID," Pete Sampras replied,' I 
am the ID" After being assured that 
Sampras, who wasn't weanng his 
player's badge, was OK, Chambers 
let him in When told Sampras was 
the best player m the world, she 
snapped "As far as I'm concerned, 
the best player IS dead Arthur Ashe " 


BEST CHARI’TY EVENT—Andre 
Agassi's star-studded 
extravaganza—featunng 
entertamers Elton John. Clmt Black 


Celme Dion, Lionel Richie and Jav 
Leno—raised $ 42 7 million lor at-nsk 
Las Vegas children "You can 
literally feel it changing the aty," 
says Agassi "We're creating a. 
culture that cares, that appreciates, 
that looks out for one another" 

BEST DOUBLES TEAM 
(WOMEN)—^American Gigi 
Fernandez and Natasha Zvereva of 
Belarus won their fourth 
Wimbledon title and their 14th 
Grand Slam title as a team They are 
the second most successful team in 
the Open Era after Martina 
Navratilova and Pam Shnver 

BEST "WHERE HAVE YOU SEEN 
THAT LATELY?"—Charlie 
Pasarell the 1960s American 
standout, told Inside Tennis about 
the time Arthur Ashe and he played 
a clay court tournament m 
Southampton, England "Arthur 
and I played there, and they paid our 
expenses and an appearance fee of 
$ 4200-4300 We both lost m the first 
round of the singles and doubles We 
were so embar;-assed, we played so 
badly, that we retured the money ' 

43 



WORLD OF TENNIS 


BEST STORY ABOUT BORIS' 
BALLS—This olfbcat story 
happened during the 1994 
Wimbledon, but it s still funny At 
the end of every day, used tennis 
balls are sold to the public, and even 
the Duchess of Kent has purchased 
them After Boris Becker's 


BEST ANALYSIS OF 
CHARISMA—Why did Tiger 
Woods' Masters golf win on CBS 
draw a 14 1 TV rating, while Pete 
Sampras' Wimbledon tnumph on 
NBC drew a 3 4 the 
second-lowest-rated Wimbledon 
men's finaP "To tennis fans, 


charisma, media buyer Paul 
Schulman says, "It's a sad thmg tha 
he's a player just saying love me for 
what 1 do on the court " 

BEST RUSSIAN 
PERSPECTIVE—The Spartak 
Olympic Sports School in Moscow i 


first-round match, a middle-aged 
lady, not quite sure of the form, 
asked, with somewhat unlovely 
ambiguity ' Where can I bid for 
Bons Becker's balls'^" 


Sampras is a superstar, but 
hard-core fans get you a 2 rating 
You have to go beyond the junkies, 
explains Grey Advertising's Jon 
Mandel Stressing Sampras' lack of 


aggneved at media reports that 
glamorous teenage prodigy and 
Wimbledon semifinalist Anna 
Koumikova owes her success to 
coaching 41 the Nick Bollettieri 
Tenn^^emy for the past five 
yeai^^ipClhe credit s going to that 
said director Natalya 
(' But she spends most 
Spartak coach 
Mukhamedzhanova added, 

' We'll produce a lot more 
Kournikovas in the future " 
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BEST PRESS COVERAGE—After 
Marcelo Filippini, Uruguay's top 
tennis player for the past decade, 
won the AT&T Challenge in Atlanta 
in May, EJ Observador a leading 
newspaper in Uruguay devoted the 
first three pages of its sports section 
to Filippini The day after Brazilian 
Gustavo Kuerten shocked everyone 
by winning the French Open O 
Eitado de Sao Paulo earned 15 
newspaper stories about him 

BEST USTA DECISION—Protests 
forced the United States Tennis 
Association to reconsider its initial 
decision to name the new 
23,000-seat stadium at Flushing 
Meadow the USTA Stadium 
Instead the USTA wisely and 
unanimously decided to name it the 
Arthur Ashe Stadium after one of 
the game's most beloved 
ambassadors and great 
humanitanans 

BEST ANALYSIS OF INDIA'S 
PROBLEMS—^Former world No 3, 
Wimbledon semifinalist and Davis 
Cup captain Ramanathan Knshnan 
analysed India's tennis woes "In 
our country, there is no system The 
priorities of our administrators is to 
hang onto power by hook or by 
crook The corporate sector is willing 






to invest more and more in Indian 
sport, but our officials are wary of 
the big houses, thinking that they 
may come in and start calling the 
shots. No thought, no planning goes 
into any project and, consequently, 
there is no meaningful development 
program at any level." 

BEST OBSERVATION ABOUT 
AGASSI—"It's a shame how his 
talent has been squandered," said 
•Jimmy Connors. "I cannot 
understand how a person can be 
number one in the worid and then 
let himself go. Brad (Gilbert, Agassi's 
coach) must be frustrated to see 
Andre's decline. This is a 
catastrophe." 

BEST HINGIS GESTURE—At the 
Wimbledon champions banquet, 
Martina Hingis displayed humility 
rare for her. When the Wimbledon 
boy's champion Wesley Whitehouse 
asked her to pose for a photograph 
and sign an autograph for his sister, 
Hingis replied: "You are a champion, 
loo, will you sign iornie!" No 
wonder the South African wants to 
date her. 

BEST(?)BEAUTY CRITIQUE— 
During the U.S. Gpen, the New York 
Post oltered this critique of Martina 
Hingis's looks: "Get rid of those 
bangs. Either cut them shorter oi let 
them grow. Besides getting in her 
eyes, they look babyish and give her 
a bowl hairdo. She's got beautiful 
porcelain skin so we suggest she 
wear bright colours; those 
washed-out colours and all tennis 
whites don't do her any glamour 
justice." 

BEST BATTLE-OF-THE SEXES 
QUESTION—When world No. 1 
Martina Hingis was asked if she 
could hang in there against the likes 
of Thomas Muster and Michael 
Chang, she replied: "They would kill 
me. They play with so much power. I 
would rather play someone like 
Boris Becker. Someone who likes to 
have short rallies. But he would 
have to have one serve." 



BEST TENNIS MOTHER 
COMMENT—On today's 
sex-obsessed world, Oracene 
Williams, a former history teacher, 
told The Daily Telegraph's Sue Mott: 
"Venus has escaped a lot of that stuff 
because she's not loose out there. I 
think a lot of things that go on are 
very demeaning lor the woman. 
When it comes to that. I'm a 
rampant feminist. Every time a 
photographer takes a picture, it's 
always the behind. Or the bust. I 
hate seeing that. I don't want my 
girls to be part of that." 

BEST HINGIS PARTING SHOT— 
Bristling at the notion that her 
ascent to No.l is due to Steffi Graf's 
absence, Martina Hingis said: "I 
don't want to hear from everybody 
that you are only No. 1 because she is 
not playing. I won three Grand 
Slams. You cannot have anything 
(in reply) against that." 

BEST HOT PICKS FOR 1998— 
Keep an eye on Serena Williams, 
Tommy Haas, Nathalie Dechy, 

Julian Alonso, Katarina Srebotnik, 
Lleyton Hewitt and Katrina 
Nlmmers. 



BEST QUICWM 

middle of WinwH 
attire for the first! 
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Ike in the 
I He \Vore Nike 
[ against Boris 


Becker but still lost in straight sets. 


WORST NO SHOWS—Although 
37 past winners of the U.S. 
Championships arrived from all over 
the globe to celebrate the opening 
night dedication ceremony of the 
new Arthur Ashe Stadium on 
August 25, four Americans were 
conspicuously and disrespeafully 
absent. They were former 
champions Jimmy Connors, Pete 
Sampras and Andre Agassi as well as 
New York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani. 


BEST EMOTIONAL TRIUMPH— 
Eight years after an accident caused 
by a drunken driver severely injured 
Thomas Muster's left knee just 
before his Lipton final and almost 
ended his career, the ultimate 
warrior withstood 106-degree heat 
to crush Sergi Bruguera 7-6, 6-3, 6-1 
to capture his first Lipton 
Championship. "After what 
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happened eight years ago, I felt 
today was a great day of justice tor 
me,” Muster told the crowd 


WORST GERMAN TV 
STATISTIC—Germany is 
witnessing the end of the explosion 
in tennis popularity In 1984, the 
year before Boris Becker captured 
his first Wimbledon crown, (ierman 
TV offered 13 total hours of live 
tennis. In 1992 Germany boasted a 
whopping 2,739 hours But in 1997 
the total dropped to 1,658 hours 

BEST RAFTER 

CONFIDENTIAL—Ecstatic but 
self-effacing in his press conference 
after winning the U.S Open, Patrick 
Rafter said, ”1 don't want to change 
from this experience. It's been a 
great experience, but if I fall to No. 50 
in the world. I'm happy It's a lot 
better than being No 1 and being a 
pain in the arse " 

BEST SAMPRAS REVELATION— 
"I never have any close Iriends my 
own age,” reveals Pete Sampras. "I 
kn ivf it's not normal, but it's just the 


BEST PIERCE 
CONFIDENTI 
Australian Open 
admits, "bean be 
enemy and my 
usually I'm my weffsfenemy. I rarely 
think of my good qualities. I have to 
stop myself sometimes and look at 
what I've accomplished in my life 
and tennis.” 

WORST DISRESPECT—Offended 
by being placed on a remote outside 
court for her first-round match at 
the Direa Line Championship at 
Eastbourne, an irate Iva Majoli 
questioned journalists: "Who won 
the French Open?. Even if my dog 
had won the French Open, he'd 
have deserved to be on the stadium 
court." Monica Seles and Jana 
Novotna, the top two seeds, and 
intriguing black prodigy Venus 
Williams played on the stadium 
court instead. 

BEST BLAST FROM THE PAST 
I—Today's players do not 
understand how matches are won, 
according to 1942 U.S. champion 
and 1949 Wimbledon champion Ted 
Schroeder. "Watch the Couriers and 



the Agassis. They'll go out and hit 
every ball just as hard as they 
possibly can. They make enough 
good shots in one rally to win a set 
and wind up losing the point. And 
then they don't understand why 
they lose. The gurus of the present, 
the (Nick) BoUettieris and people 

like that, don't know their 

# 

you-know-what from their elbow 
about how to win matches,” 
charged Schroeder. 

BEST BLAST FROM THE PAST 
II—Budge Patty, who won the 
French and Wimbledon 
championships in 1950, is displeased 
with the modern game. "It is so easy 
to play with the new rackets; ail you 
need is a flick of the wrist. Don't 
misunderstand me. I've got one, too, 
but it'sjust like Ping-Pong. 
Something is wrong when you hit 
the ball as hard as you can for 10 
shots in a row and every one goes in. 
And everybody plays the same 
style.” 

BEST COURIER 

REPARTEE—During an Australian 
Open press conference, former 
world No. 1 Jim Courier jousted with 
a journalist: 

Q - Jim, do you have a ranking goal 
in mind for the year ahead? 

A - No, not that I care to share with 
you. 

Q - Perhaps if we were better friends? 
A -1 don't think that is going to 
happen. 

BEST AGASSI QUOTE—"I enjoy 
tennis when I'm intense about it. I 
enjoy my life when it's intense. And 
you can't have both, " said Andre 
Agassi. 

BEST CASE FOR THE DAVIS 
CUP— "When they write the 
history books, it's the Grand Slam 
titles and Davis Cup championships 
you've won that define your 
career," says Tom Gulllkson, captain 
of the U.S Davis Cup team. "But I 
don't think players of today see it as a 
priority any more. At least, I know 
some of ours don't... You know, you 
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don't need to be a sophisticated 
tennis ian to appreciate the drama of 
Davis Cup. All you have to know is 
which country you're from. But 
mention Davis Cup in the United 
States, and most people haven't got a 
clue." 




BEST CHARISMA CONTRAST— 
"In Pete Sampras you have elegance 
and genius," says Chns Evert. "But 
you don't have fire and you need 
that. In those three women (Martina 
Hingis, Anna Kournikova and 
Venus Williams) I see a lot of 
potential and a lot of fire. They're all 
brash, completely up front, sa/mg 
things that past champions would 
only think about saying." 

BEST MAC ATTACK— lohn 
McEnroe described today's men's 
players as "a boring bunch of clones 
They don't realise just how boring 
they are, and with the huge amounts 
of money they are earning, I think 
that is a problem...With young 
players like Venus Williams, 

Martina Hingis and Anna 
Kournikova coming along, they (the 
women's tour) definitely have more 
appeal." 

WORST TEMPTING OF FATE— 
Martina Hingis's favourite hobby is 
riding her two horses, and in 1997 
she even started entering horse 
showjumping competitions. Hingis 
fell off a horse during the Australian 
Open and again in April. The latter 
accident injured her left knee which 
required arthroscopic surgery and 
forced a five-week layoff. The 
mishaps bring back memories of the 
tragic horseback riding accident in 
1954 that prematurely ended the 
career of teen queen Maureen 
Connolly. 

WORST IRRELEVANT 
STATISTIC— Second-seeded 
Goran Ivanisevic set a new record for 
the most aces (46) served in a 
Wimbledon match. So whatl He still 
lost his first-round match 
6-3,2-6,7-6,4-6,14-12 to Sweden's 
Magnus Norman. 



WORS 

her Todd 
Mark Woodforde, 
oubles team, were 
Open first round, 
cated the 
partnersHip^By be in trouble. "I 
and my trainerend Todd's wife 
Natasha are ail waiting for him to 
grow up a little and not show his 
emotions," said Woodhirde. "I'm 
disappointed that he swears at 
umpires and throws his racket." 


WORST POWER TENNIS 
STATISTIC—The total length of 
time that the ball was aaually in play 
in the 113-minute Wimbledon 
match between rocket servers Greg 
Rusedski and Mark Philippoussis 
was a mere 8 minutes. 

BEST SAMPRAS 
SELF-PORTRAIT— "I know I'm 
not David Letterman when it comes 
to interviews. But the way I am on 
the court is the way I've been my 
whole life and the way I will 
continue to be, a lot like (Bjorn) 

Borg was," said Pete Sampras about 
his reserved personality. 


BEST AGASSI IRONY—After 
playing only twice in his first 12 
years on the tour at the Australian 
Open—^where the tournament 
surface ideally suits his game— 
Andre Agassi, now ranked a lowly 
No. 139, asked for and received a 
wild card to compete there in 1998. 

BEST TRIBUTE TO GULLY F—On 
April 21 about 200 people lined the 
sidewalk and street in Onalaska, 
Wisconsin, for a dedication 
ceremony in honour of Tim 
Gullikson, the late standout coach 
and player. A 4-by-8-foot black 
granite monument was dedicated to 
the hometown hero. 

BEST TRIBUTE TO GULLY II— 
The men's locker room at the Lipton 
Championships was formally 
dedicated to Tim Gullikson, the 
coach of Pete Sampras and popular 
tour player who died in 1996. 
Inscribed on the plaque now 
hanging there: "To Tim, who treated 
a locker room as his living room on 
the road—a place to meet and greet 
friends, offer moral support to, and 
enjoy the camaraderie of, his fellow 
tennis players." 




INTERVIEW 


THE GAME HAS 
BECOME FASTER' 


Says T.SHANMUGHAM, 
a former Olympian who 
has just retired as the 
widely respected 
Technical Director of the 
Salgaocar football club 


T WF 77 year-old former Olympian 
lootballerT Shanmufibam who 
served as the Salgaocar toat h lor 14 
years between 1979 to 1991 retired 
last month as its techniral dirt t tor 
Under this Bangalore based Helsinki 
Olympian Salgaoiar won two 
siictessive Federation Cups btating 
Border Security Force in 1988 and 
defeating Mohammt dan Sporting the 
following yvai 

Recently when Salgaocar defeated 
Fast Bengal for the Kalyani Blat k 
I abel Federation C up Shanmugham 
could not be there in Calcutta He had 
to watt h the action on telexision 
thanks to a forced rest tallowing an 
accident in Hyderabad 
Hereaie excerpts fiom the 
inters lew 

Please compare the old with the 
present. How have things 
changed? Have they changed for 
the better? 

There s change no doubt The game 
has become much more faster In the 
sense, those days players were 
allowed to hold the ball and dribble it 
for far more time than which is 
allowed now 1 oday. a player is forced 
to release the ball soon In India also, 
the professional league introduced 
from las season will definitely bring 



in some more changes within the next 
few years We re bound to progress 
from where we re now 

Why is India always lagging 
behind on the world scene? 

All over the world the governments 
have taken a lot of interest in 
promoting football The 
governments' involvement is 
enormous, m providing all sorts of 
encouragement But m India it is only 
the All India Football Federation 
which IS looking after the game It 
needs lots of funds The government's 
help IS needed in building the 
infrastructure Encouragement 
should also be given right from the 
school level But nowadays, even 
grounds are not available to play 
There used to be so many grounds all 
over 1 feel every school should have a 
ground of its own 


Is our physical characteristics the 
main reason why we don't do well 
or is it mental or perhaps our lack 
of exposure? 

Football is a game whe ic the body 
co-ordinates with the mind A player 







should be physically fit and have the 
mental make-up tor today's football. 
The players should also have the 
spirit. They should have that desire to 
play football and come up. Of course, 
compared to the Europeans 
physique, we are certainly lacking. 
The Europeans are also so conditioned 
that they can do anything in a split 
second. This needs top fitness. 

Is there too much of politics in 
Indian football? 

I don't want to comment about it. But 

KBL FMantioii Cup champions Salgaocar with 
coach Chattuni (in rad) at the Salt Laha stadium. 
Eartier, undbr Shanmiigham (left )lha Goan 
team won the tournamant twice 


1 think players with high standards 
who donned India colours should be 
chosen to improve the football 
standards in the country. They should 
be involved in the game's 
administration or selection etc. 

Is it true that the centre of football 
has moved from Calcutta to 
Kochi? 

No, I don't think so. I can say, Goa is 
coming up both in the standard of the 
game and the organisation. But 
though Calcutta players arc moving 
out of there, still the City of Joy retains 
that spirit that's attached with the 
game. 


You've Just now retired after a 
long coaching stint in Goa. 

Yes. I really enjoyed my 15 long years 
in Goa. I was given a lot of freedom, 
good facilities and encouragement by 
Salgaocar since the time I Joined them. 
I did my best to bring up the club team. 
Football in Goa is a tradition now. 
Every school or college has its own 
football team and ground there. And 
these institutions are managed by the 
football-loving people. That's vital. 

Is there any change In 
modern-day football coaching? 
Tell us about the coaching 
methods you have adopted? 

1 was sent by the Government of 
Mysore to Patiala when the Netaji 
Subhas National Institute of Sports 



started there in 1961.1 underwent 
training under a British coach named 
Harry Wright. You know, watering 
the ground and then playing was 
common in English football. Because 
of the heaviness, dribbling could not 
be possible. So long passes were the 
order of the day. But nowadays, good 
dribbling, shooting and a lot of other 
skills in coaching methods have 
curtailed possession football. 

I used to make the team play and 
watch the players' deficiencies befttre 
correcting them. Whether they were 
able to control the ball, pass and shoot 
and win the ball from the opponent. 
Of course, discipline was my first 
lesson to the youngsters. 



Interviewed by Aishwarya Lakshmi 
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QUESTIONS I 


I The Lord's cricket 
. dub has always been 
famous. However, India 
was assodated with two 
infamous inddents during 
the '70's at Lord's. 

What are they? 

2 My first name is one 
. of the most important 
dties in dvilisation. 1 
played hockey as a 



for the 'Banana Kick' or 
the'Flag Kick'? 

5 Majid Baskar and 
• JamshedNassiri 
played for two of the three 
super dubs in Calcutta, but 
both did not play for one 
club. Which club was this? 

6 The '8 5 Calcutta 
. football league match 
between Mohd. Sporting 
and East Bengal remains a 
black day in Indian 
football. Why? 

7 Two very famous 
> Indian hockey 
players lost their lives in 
tragic traffic aeddents. 

Who were they? 
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player was dropped. Who 
was he? 

1 ^ One famous 

X v/ * former Indian 
tennis player once wore a 
T-shirt which proclaimed, 
"Love thy neighbour, but 
don't get caught." Who. 
was he? 



I I Years back, a 
1 • former cricket 
legend remarked, "Never 
refuse a kid an autograph, 
because he might have an 
elder sister." Name the 
cricketer. 


ANSWERS 


1. India got ail out for a hundllattng score of 42, 
and opener Sudhir Naik was caught for 
shoplifting. 

2. Rome James. 

3. Ajitpal Singh. 

4. Surajit Sengupta. 

5. Mohun Bagan. 

8 . Cheema Okerie scored in barely 60 
seconds. East Bengal equalised later, but the 
match was abandoned due to crowd violence. 

7. Leslie Claudius (Jr) and Suijit Singh. 

I. Caesar's Palace in Las Vegas. 

9. Gopal Bose. 

10. VijayAmritraj. 

11. Jeff Thompson. 


goalkeeper and 
represented India in the 
Los Angeles Olympics. 

Who am I? 

3 1 am also a former 
• hockey Olympian but 
now 1 am engaged In 
running my petrol pump in 
Delhi called Centre-Half.' 
Who am I? 

4 If ShyamThapawas 
• famous for his 
'Bicyde kick' or 'Back 
Volley', who was famous 


j AfwwartaQuMtionNo.t1 

8 This institution is 
• named after a Roman 
governor and is associated 
with the sport of boxing. 
Many Championship 
bouts were held here. 
Which institution are we 
talking about? 

9 In the '70'$ the crowd 
• at Calcutta during a 
Test match held up banners 
proOlaimlng 'No Gopal no 
Test,' because an Indian 


nils ()UI/ HAS COMIMIJ-I) BY 


RUDOLPH VANCE, 
C/O MR. B.P. GUPTA, 
PLAT2A, 

KAILASH BUILDING, 
CHOWRINGHBE 
CALCUTTA 
WEST BENGAL 
PIN—.700016 

All answers are sent In by the contributor. 
Readers are requested to sent in at least 20 
questions and answers actompanied by a 
pasqiort size Colour photograph with their quiz. 
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FOCUS 



Two international motorcross events sponsored by the MRF Limited was held 

in Bangalore and Pune with great success 



T he history of Indian 
motorsport, (specially 
motorcross) touched one 
more milestone in December 
1997. Two international motorcross 
events (conducted on one week-end 
after the other) at Pune and 
Bangalore, did organisers Shyam 
Kothari and Sheriff Dyan proud, and 
MRF Limited happy. 

"We are extremely happy with the 
results," said Antony Rodricks, MRF's 
Corporate Advertising chief. 

Pune and Bangalore witnessed 
some of the finest European, Asian 
and Indian dare-devils taking part in 
these events. Keeping in mind the 
Sunday holiday which every single 
individual does not wish to sacrifice, 
the Saturday events drew one of the 
highest gate colleaions in the sport. 

MRF, whose involvement in Indian 
motorsport sponsorship dates back at 
le ^ 30 years, got their money's 
>rjh asthey painted Pune and 
mgalore fed. 


Oscar Vromana of Holland novtgatoa an 
obatacio in tbo Pune Mlotocroaa. Ho lotor won 
in the Intomaiional Foreign Bikaa catagoiy 
upto250cc 

Considering the lower cost of 
running a Motorcross event, 
compared to a rally or circuit race, 
MRF Limited used the organising 
ability of their long-time sponsored 
rider Shyam Kothari and veteran 
racer Sheriff Dyan. 

Shyam who is the only Indian to 
have won the National Champion 
crown in Racing, Rallying & 
Motorcross, says, " Motorcross helps 
one to keep fit and trim. It is a 
combination of rallying and circuit 
racing. The only difference is the tyres 
and the bikes." 

Putting aside the conventional 'No 
Cheerglrls, No Gimmicks' principle of 
MRF Tyres Ltd., the hyped up events 
had their share of dance, music and 
superstars to woo the crowds. Jackie 
Shroff and choreographer Shiamak 
Davar graced the BJ Medical College 


grounds at Pune, while Manlsha 
Koirala, who had committed to come 
but had to finally give the event a miss 
because of her shooting schedule^in 
South Africa. 

Shiamak Davar and his troupe of 
girls performed during the gap 
between race to race, and kept the 
crowd entertained, at Pune. 

Bangalore chose a more conventional 
method of employing 'cheerglrls' 

(read school girls) to keep the 
speaators busy. Much was left to be 
desired in the quality of models (?), 
both at Pune and Bangalore. 

Among the 25 competitors who 
rode the International class foreign 
Bikes 250cc were Holland's Rudy 
Versteeg (23 yeari), Oscar Vromans 
(22) and Marcel Hartman (25), 
Belgium. A 12-member strong Sri 
Lankan squad and two riders from 
Japan, along with five Indians, Ashok 
Raja, Jagatmeer Singh, Rohan Rego, 
Zubin Patel and Reveith Dhillon, 
formed the Asian challenge. 




The new FIA (Federation 
International Automobile) rule added 
to the thrill. The new rule says in all 
the international Motorcross races, 
the riders are given a minimum time 
of 15 minutes to ride in a race, after 
which two laps around the track are 
permitted. This allows more room for 
testing endurance, pushing the riders 
to perform to their maximum ability. 

While the riders from Denmark and 
Germany proved their superiority 
beyond doubt, the Indians also had 
their moments of glory. Ashok Raja 
trom Pune astride a Suzuki RM-125, 
won the Asian Rider's race at Pune, 
with Japanese, Sri Lankan, and 
Malaysian riders pitted against him. 
ZubinPatel's performance in the 
Indian Classes was very good. 

The performance of the foreigners 
including the Sri Lankans were belter 
because of the number of 
opportunities available to practise and 
race, and the number of individual 
sponsors that they have. 



Cheerieaden busy watebins tba action at tho opportunity to the foreign rider to 

Motorcross ovont bald at Bangslora race in India, and the Indian riders an 

opportunity to hone his skills against 
MRF Limited has got into the nght machines, 

slot in organising these International Text and photographs George 
Motorcross events, giving an Francts/Scorp News 



Kyokushin kAISAre News 


Kyokushin Karate - Original form of full contact Karate invented by Grand Master Sosai Mas. Oyama 
having branches in over 130 countries and 12 million followers with its World H Q at Tokyo, Japan and its 
Asian / Indian H.Q. at Harish Park, Bhowanipur, Calcutta 025, India. 

Shihan Shivaji Ganguly - Exponent of Kyokushin Karate for the last 20 years, trained 
many tunes under Sosai Mas Oyama at Japan and achieved Sth Degree Black Belt Shihan 
Ganguly is presently the Asian Chairman & Board Member of IKO. For his tremoidous 
effort in uplifting and establishing Kydcushin in India, on behalf of Kyokushin Karate Oign., 
India it is our proud priviledge to pay our tribute to this great Kyokushin Master. 
Kyokushin Karate Oi^anisation, India -will organise an International Kyokushm Karate Seminar 

cum Camp in March 1998, vdiich 
is the first time in Asia r^on. 
Moreover Indian team will par* 
ticipate indifforentevmts in 1998 
such as " Kyokushin Cup ” 
International Tournament at 
Sri Lanka on 10th January 1998, 
International Tournament at 
Japan in March 1998 & Mini 
Wcffld Cup at USA in May 1998 
and many other evmts. 



Indian Karate Team for Kyokutdibi Cup to bo held at Colombo. Sri Lanka 

Top L to R ; K. QlioMi (CoMh ), S. MoncM, M. Modok, K. SaUah. O. BIwr 
Bottom L to R : M. AwastM , 8. Vltitwakanni, 8. PurakayaattM , Master 
8liibayati Oangt^ ( Oamo ) 8 Stilva|i Qaoguty ( Chairman Asia ) 
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With a levelling of standards all over the world, a 
pulsating World Cup Finals is expected. Still, 
Brazil start as hot favourites 


FROM NOW KAPADIA, 
NEW DELHI 


I T was a long and winding road for 
the thirty qualifiers for France 
'98. Remember holders Brazil 
and hosts France made it to the 
final rounds without playing the gruel¬ 
ling qualifying stages. The longer esta¬ 
blished football-playing continents 
Europe and South America have 
many exciting teams in the fray. 

However, there is a rapid levelling 
of standards as the comparatively 
"newer continents" of Africa and Asia 
with an improved professional set-up 
and greater exposure to their star 
players have shrugged aside the infe¬ 
riority complexes of yore and shown 
they can compete with the best in the 
world. 

Giant-killing feats can be expected 
from South Korea, Japan, Iran, Tuni¬ 
sia, South Africa, Morocco, newco¬ 
mers Jamaica and Cameroon (remem¬ 
ber the shock 1 -0 win over erstwhile 
World Cup champions Argentina in 
the opening match of Italia 90). 

So a pulsating, throbbing and thrill¬ 
ing final rounds is on the cards. Large 
parts of the world will come to a stand¬ 
still when the Final takes place. 

To mark the occasion of the last 
World Cup of the 20th century, Faris 
wlU oiganise a "Football Festival" on ' 

.• u!^ 9,1998. The opening cetcitiony 
\’ll|focus on three themes: the untver- 


sality of football, the emotion it 
evokes and the concept of sharing so 
essential in the game of football 

The opening ceremony at Marseille 
in December was the overture before 
the curtain rises on the Paris stage for 
the Big Event in June 1998. After the 
draw, we now know who will be play¬ 
ing whom, where and when. Now is 
the time for an analysis of the groups 
and see which teams will smile their 
way to the second round and how 
many will take an early flight back 
home. The punters feel that of the 
eight seeded teams, Brazil, Italy, Fran¬ 
ce, Germany, Holland, Argentina will 
sail through to the next round where¬ 
as Spain and Romania may falter 
because of tough opposition. 

The following is an analysis of each 
group and a prediction of the two 
qualifiers for the second round; 

Group A: Brazil, Scotland, Norway 
and Morocco. 

If Brazil do not qualify for the 
second round froth this group it will 
be the biggest upset of the 20th centu¬ 
ry. History, form and tradition indica¬ 
te that Br^ should sail throu^ to 
the next round as group Winners. Scot¬ 
land have always under-achieved and 
never gone beyoiid the first rOund. 
Norway is in the finals for only th< 
third time. Otdy Morocco has madelt 
to the second rdund'ih IPdO fwiieh 
theylosttofoimerWestOenhany . 


GIANTKILLI 
FEATS EXPE 



SS-SUlHmMMMWnMCw 

Brazil with Borwlda Romario (still 
going strong at the age of 321, Bebeto, 
Edmuhdo amd Savk> have their most 
lethal forward line since the super 
team of the 1970s, the era of Pele, 
Tosiao, Jairdnhoahd^lvetoo, In the 
midfield, Leonardo, Juninhoaiid the 
precocious 19-year-oldDehlI,son 

along with free-hick expert Ro^fto 

Carios are formidable; Coach Mario 
Zagallo's major problem is who to 
leave out. such is the depth of talent In 
the Brazilian team at present. 

Considering that Norway is the only 
team to have beaten Brazil (4*2 in 
May '97), ihh rugged team 
coached by former Marxist journalist 
Egii Olsen should be the second tjUall- 
fcr from this group. 

Qualifiers from Group A: Brazil and 
Norway. 


Group B: Italy, Chile, Cameroon and 
Austria. 

Experts feelthat Italy is sliding due 
to the excessive number of foreign 
stars in Serie A. Their national coach 
Cesar Maldlni Is perturbed that the 
young Italian forwards are not getting 
enough chances as rich dubs opt for 
foreign strikers. In their last fifty 
matches, Italy has won just 29, lost 10 
and drawn 11. This Is in contrast to 
Brazil who have won 41. drawn six 
and lost just thrice. 

However, Italy is in the weakest 
group of them all. Cameroon Isonly a 
pale shadow of the team which 
enthralled the wotld in the 1990 
World Cup. Chile is considered the 
weakest of the five South American 
qualifiers. However, they have feared 
strikers in the $20 million rated Mar¬ 
cello Salas, expected to join Man¬ 
chester United next treason and with a 
playing style similar to Rotnatio or 
Jimmy Greaves and powerful Ivan 
Zamarano. Chile with their striking 
power cotdd-oiuse an upset or two. 

Ausila myiyed by coach Herbert 
*. Frdha^ and ^lant on veterans Andi 
' and Tony Polster could be the 

WKOiW qiialHier. In the last decade, 
Adstrii baVe hot played against either 








Chile or Cameroon, soan unlikely Group C: France, South Africa, Saudi '96). There Is also concetti about the 

second qualifer Is possible. The pun- Arabia and Denmark. goaf-scoring ability of strikers Ibrahin 

ters have bracketed Chile and Austria Hosts France with the home advant- Ba and Christoffe Duggarry. Still, wltl 


at 8-1 to qualify with Cameroon mar¬ 
ginally behind at 9-1. 

Qualifiers from Group B. Italy and 
either Austria or Chile. 
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World Cup Odds 
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^e and with its strongest side since 
the glory days of Platini, Giresse and 
Tigana should coast through to the 
second round. Their key players Youri 
Djorkaeff, Zinedine Zidane, Marcel 
Dessailly, DidierDeschampsand 
defender Luis Thuram are at their 
peak However, coach Aime Jacquet is 
under pressure to perform at the big 
stage (France was a big flop in Euro 

Romania (UH bHUia baavily on dM‘Maradim 
dm Camdiiant’Ghaoiga Hagi, who oxcoii wMi 
diuo vWonaiy paasaa 


the passionate crowd support, France 
should easily qualify for the next 
round. 

Saudi Arabia, known as the Ger¬ 
many of Asia for their sheer consisten¬ 
cy, lack the firepoweato trouble the 
fancied teams. Debutants South Afri¬ 
ca are in a stage of transition with key 
midfielders John "Shoes" Mosheu 
and Eric Tmkler and the ageing striker 
Mark Williams They also sack¬ 
ed their 53-year-old coach Clive Bar- 
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kci" whp understood the psyche of his 
pliSyers well being Associated with 
them since 1994. 

Ihus Denmark with t^eclassy 
taudrjup brothers ^Michael apd 
Brian) anddiw of the wprid's best goal¬ 
keepers Peter S^ihtnelchel <of fjiian- 
dteiUier Vnited JEame) ih ii|l^s 

sltahjNit^tlEht^iieiditbhnd,. ' 


and Denmark. 

Qraup D: Spain, ^geria, Paraguay 
and Bulgaria. 

This could be the group of death in 
France '98. there are four really tough 
teams. Bulgaria, semi-finalists in 
1994. can suU be dangerous yyhh the 
Ukes of fCrassMfir Belkov, fVati Tila<^ 
nov and Bristo Stdhchkov sdQ going 


strong. The Bulgarian players have 
Improved with regular exposure in 
leading European clubs 
Ntgena, wmners of the gold medal 
in a high-quality competition at the 
1996 Atlanta Olympics, are presently 
Africa's best bet to excel They combi¬ 
ne speed, power, strength with techni¬ 
cal skills arid good combination. With 
players bke Celestme Babyarao, 
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Matches And Goals 


VVW Ctanact Satdorf aiid PMrtek lOii^ 
in inir 111*1, NeOaiid itaiM San Md«w no^ 

mnaioil 


Turbo West and Danjel Amitlokachi 
they will be difficult to beat. 

Paraguay is unpredictable and have 
in Jose Luis Chivaleit one of the best 
goalkeepers in the wdrid. 

Until now, the best achievements of 
Spain have been fourth at the 1950 
Wortd Cup, However, the national 
team under the able guidj^itee of the 
"old fox" Javier Clentente fs unbeaten 
Since losing on penalties to JSngiand in 
the Euro '$6 quarter-fliials. 

Spain has numerous ail*round 
players like Guardlala, Alfahso, Abe« 
latdo, Kiko and Luis Enrique and 

some of the best d^endefs in Buio|)e 

in Herrera; bustling left ba^ Sergi arid 
conunantBOfl sweeper bade btighel 
Angel Nadal.A^yiatf the tal&iited 
attat^it^jmhmdder/ 


-1 1 * tf wi 1 ? ' n * 






iveaitti Hi intent sotmd temjteramettt. 

niatdi eiipcrlttice and a wen-lmit 
Combination, Spain is favoured to top 
this demanding group. In their last flf- 
t^ matdies. Spain has ivon 31, dtavm 
15 ai^d lostjust four. This shows they 
are a difficult team to beat. 

Qualifiers £rOm GrOup D: Spain and 
either Nigeria or Bulgaria. 

GnMpt: Holland, heiglum. South 
Korea and Meidco. 

Holland and Belgium are obvious 
favourites to qualify South Korea in 


Real Madrid and the brilliant pl^yma- 
ker D^an SaviceviC. The USA and Iran 
have well combined teams but lack 
the overall ability to check either Ger¬ 
many or the Yugoslays. The Iran vs 
USA match on )une 21 at Lyon could 
be the most politically explosive tie of 
the tournament. 

Iran which has four players, the 
maximum from any Asian country 
playing in the BUndesliga, could 



houble Cerinahy in parUculari The 
four playing In Germany are striker 
All Oaee, midfielders Khodad Aziz 
and Karim Ba^eri and defender 
Mohammed Kbalqiour (who played 
in India for Bahnfian and PaS Club in 
1994 and 1P91, respectively) could 
enhance their reputation 

Qualifiers from Group Pi Germany 
and Yugoslavia. ' 

Qraap G: Romania, England, Coluib' 
bia and Tunisia. 


four previous World Cups have never 
made it past the first round. Mexico 
havmg sacked coach Bora Milutonivic 
traditionally do not fare weH in the 
cold and wet climate of Europe. If Hol¬ 
land do not self-destruct (players 
squabble over money, rac^ problems 
and team setecpon) this talented team 
could be the surpnse packet of the 
World Cup 

With players like Dems Betgkdhip^ 
Marc Ovemars, Patrick Kluivert 
Edgar Davids, Clarence Seerdorf, 
Danny Blind and Winston Bogart in 
their ranks they could win all their 
three group matches. If coach Guys 
Hiddink can maintain team spirit, Hol¬ 
land will be tough to beat. Holland lost 
to Belgium 0-1 in the 1994 World Cup 
at the USA and so Dutch pnde should 
ensure they top this group. 

Qualifiers from Group P: Holland 
and Belgium. 

GnMii F: Germany, USA, Yugoslavia 
and Iran. 

Not many talented playersaie emer 
ging in Gerimny but with their brilli¬ 
ant team spirit, bnUiant combmation 
Uid technical excellence, they will be 
hnnhiable. Coqd) Beitis Vogts always 
ays, ''My team Is my stai^" Sothou^ I 
lurgen Kohler, Thomas Hassler, Anay 
ricfelfer and Jui^en Klinsmann are 
igefpg, they stiU have the spirit to win 
hisgroup.Dashingleft back Christian 
fiege, powerfiil feonurunnef QUver 
Uerhoff could bethf stars. Germany 
las Iph just lonr out of their last 5<7 
hktt^indteCKi 35^sothey4di 






Romania had the best record in the reached the last eight ahd only lost on "Maradona of the Carpithians'" 

World Cup qualifiers winning nine penalties to Sweden. With the Gheorge Hagi soil excelling with those 

games and drawing one. They look as ^ wMMat iia visionary passes, Romania will be a 

formidable as in 1994 when they ladhgaiiriMalwtaiaiagCaito Vrt ii naw a delight to watch and tough to beat. 






England under Glen Moddle have 
become a sophisticated, well-knit 
combination. In David Seaman they 
have an outstanding goalkeeper. The 
vision and passing ability of the Man¬ 
chester United trio of David Beckham, 
Paul Scholes and Gary Neville is of the 
highest order. However, much will 
depend on the rapid return to form of 
key striker Alan Shearer recovering 
from an ankle operation and the tem¬ 
peramental genius Paul Gascoigne. 

Columbia, Pele's favourites for the 
1994 World Clip, were a big let down, 
racked by scandals and disputes. They 
will hope to revive their image and 
bank on lethal but moody jitriker 
Faustina Aq>irilla, win^rFreddy Rin¬ 
con and skil^i tnidfieider Carlos 
Vaiderranuna. 

Tunisia, runners-up in the 1996 
African Nations Cup, are a taiented 
team which likes paying ppssessitm 
fOotbaU. niere is Uttie to choose itot 
due to sheer crowtl support Bnj^iiuid 
are 9-4 favourites totop the g^u^lM’ 
imiii^ed by Cciiuicn^ on Ronia* 

nlaon^o-l. , 


Bidpvto ill ImhMMi tMM mI wHi firiilft 
SmSiIcw tM to Av iwki fts wfll fciMi 

toMVMHilMttoMHtoto htoi 

Qualifiers from Grmtp G: Romania 
and England. 

Group H: Aigentina, Croatia, Japan 
and Jamaica. 

This was a groupof remarkable coin¬ 
cidence. Argentina, a veteran of 12 
World Cup appearances faces three fir¬ 
st-time qualihers Japan, Jamaica and 
Croatia. Argentina at 5-2 and Croatia, 
one of the most exciting, attacking 
teams in Europe at 9-4, are favoured 
to progress to the next round. 

Argentina's Daniel Passarelia fears 
Croatia which, on form, could trouble 
the best iii the world with such talent¬ 
ed strikers like Alen Boskic of Lazio 
dub (Italyl and Dovor Suker of Real 
Madrid and Barcelona's star mid- 
helder Robert Prosinedd. 

The Croatian coach Miroslav Bla- 
ziyec is ha^ty that his team is playing 
ntinnowsdatpai^ In tlieir opening tie 
at Lens on June 14. He feels if they 
sun well then his talented side can 


overcome World Cup nerves and do 
well in their remaining matdtes. 

Qualifiers from GroupH: Aigentina 
and Croatia. 

If matches go according to form, 
some mouth-watering dashes are in 
store for the second round. 

11m Ukdy saeoad rwHMl MaaebM atiR 

Spain vs Denmark (Spain to win) 

Brazil vs Austria or Chtte (Brazil to 
win). 

France vs Nigeria or Bulgaria (upset 
likely). 

Argentina or Croatia vS Romaitia or 
Columbia (upset likely). 

Italy vs Norway (Italy to win). 

Holland vs Yugoslavia (either could 
win). 

PoniWa giMter-fiiialr Italy vs France, 
Germany vs England, Holland or 
Yugoslavia vs Aj^ntina and Brazfl vs. 
Spain. 

My ptedictiori for the Pinal: Brazil 
vs Germany, the first tinie the two 
most cctisirieht sides in the World 
Cup have met. It wifi be a dream 

Pinal. 

PHOTOGIUmSCOlXMUlXMT fil 


INTERVIEW 



P GOPICHAND. ranked Nir.kd in 
the International Badminton 
Federation rankings, is the 
country's brightest prosjtect. The 
24-year>oId current National 
champion, born in the coastal Andhra 
town of Ongole in Prakasam district, 
will be taking part in his eighth IBF 
ranking tournament of the season 
when he figures m the Japan Open in 
January. 

Besides the World and the 
All-England Championships, he has 
already played in the Swiss, Polish, 
Dutch, Danish and the Indian Open 
tournaments. The second son of 
Indian Overseas Bank chief manager 
Mr Bose and housewife 
Subbaravamma, Gopichand, working 
with Indian Oil Corporation as 
manager (sales) in Secunderabad, will 
play in his third All-England 
Championship in March 1998 and 
prior to that will lead the Indian team 
in the Thomas Cup zonal rounds in 
Manila. 

Here are excerpts from the 
Interview: 

How do you see the forthcoming 
All-England Championship? 
Normally, tt's a very tough 
tournament. Everyone from the top is 
playihg in this prestigious 
tournament. As of now, I don't know 
how much time I'll get to prepare for 
it. But I think if I prepare well before 
the big event and if things go all right 
for me I think I should be able to do 
well. There arc a lot more factors 
which depend on me progressing 
there. I think if I'm fit enough to play 
the All-England, I'll try and put up a 
good show. 

Can you emulate Prakash 
(Padukone)? 

Today if I've to think of winning the 
All-England, (like Prakash), it's very 
difflcult. Not that it's impossible. What 
happens is it's only three players who 
are ranked above you who matter in 
the All-England- And beating those 
three can be d site. So it's a possibility 
Because I've h d gotxl victories this 
season. It's just that 1 have to put it ail 
together at the All-England. iTtat's 
what actually matters. I'm optimisitc. 



What's your main weapon? 

It depends on a lot of things. 

Normally, if Tm playing in India, it's 
my speed. If I'm playing abroad, it's a 
bit of deception, a bit of net and a bit of 
thinking. Deception sometimes 
doesn't work in India as much as it 
does outside because players arc faster 
and they react more to a body flick or a 
racquet flick. 

So I have to cut down on that and 
work more on speed. So it de()cnds on 
different players and different places 
where you are playing. If it's too warm 
and too hot on a day and if Tm playing 
a European, then 1 prefer to play long 
rallies to tire him out and win the 
match. 

How did you become a 
badminton player? 

I took to the game when I was 11 as a 
hobby. I liked the game, so 1 just 
played it. I never thought of going this 
far. It was never on my mind when I 
started playing in Hyderabad that I 
should become a Prakash Padukone 
or somebody. My Hyderguda house is 
hardly a kilometre away from the Lai 
Bahadur Indtxtr stadium. My elder 
brother, Rajashekar who is now doing 
his Phd in Santa Barbara. California, 
used to play there and one day I just 
happened to be there with him. 'That'; 
how I picked up the game. My aunt 



Ms Manchala (mother's younger 
sister) was a State No. 1 in 1973. 

When did you get serious about 
the game? 

When I was 16 or 17. But I regularly 
used to play in the mornings and 
evenings just to get fit. I never really 
thought of playing at the international 
level, or even at the national level. But 
when I was 17,1 won the Junior State 
and the Goa Junior Nationals. It was 
then that I thought that, maybe, I 
have a chance to play well at the 
national level. 

Do you have any role models? 

Yes. When I starte^d it was probably 
not there. But later on. it was Prakash 
Sir whose footsteps I wanted to 
follow...and am still following. 

I Who has helped you out 
flnanctally on your foreign 
sojourns? 

Now it's primarily the BPL-Prakash 
Padukone Badminton Academy. But 
the German circuit I played was 
thanks to the clubjn Germany called 
FC Langenfeld. They took care of my 
expenses for the Dutch and Danish 
Opens. But primarily it's being done 
'by Prakash Sir at the Academy. 

What about BAl's help? 

Not till now. Kailash charan of 


Says current national badminton 
champion P. GOPICHAND 




^Inath JevirelknriQ ]p[y(lerab4(l 
helped pic by spohsoring 4.trip, $0 I've 
beep lucky that way. 

After Joining the Acadpmy, what 
changes havf taken pUice In you? 

My fitness has improved. I have an all 
round game now Previously. I lyas 
just an attacking player. Jpst attack 
and if it didn't work. I didn't know 
what to do. But now I have a on 

which I can fall back pn. 1 can (day 
defense too. Also the academy has 


been helpful in showing ways in 
which to out'think opponents and 
some of the finer points like that. 
Prakash Sir and Vimal are so helpful 
and there cannot be anyone better 
than them to learn from. 

In betwen your flrst two 
All’EnglandChampltmshlps, you 
did suffer from a major lidury. 
Did you feel like idling up the 
game In frustration? 

Yes. I was injured during the 1994 


Pune National Games while playing a 
' doubles match. I suffered a ligament 
tear on the knee. It'had to be 
reconstructed. I was out of badminton 
fm 7-8 months. I was on the bed for 
quite some time. 

By the time I returned to the circuit 
and started winning tournaments I 
had lost more than a year's time. I was 
ranked No. 1 before the injury and it 
took me almost a year and two 
months to win a major tournament. 
Then I had to consolidate my position 
in the domestic circuit. It took me two 
years to do that and get back to the 
international fold. 

In the meanwhile. I had moved 
from Hyderabad to Bangalore which 
took some time to get adjusted to 
before the Academy sponsored my 
second trip tp the AJi-England. Of 
course, though I missed three 
Ail-Englands, rather, three good years 
of international badminton. I used my 
injury period to finish my graduation 
as my first All-Bngland sojourn 
dashed with my BA exams. But at no 
point of time did the frustration engulf 
me. 

How do you see Prakash as a ccMch? 
It was always a problem for me 
because he was such a big figure for 
me when I was a junior. I always 
remember Prakash Sir as a person 
who is there on the wall in a poster. 

But after I progressed in my career and 
came to know him and having been 
with him for so long now. I'd say he's 
really a great person. One pf the most 
sincere persons I've seen who is 
basically got the best heart. As a coach 
he is always willing to iisten to the 
players and that's the biggest asset. 

Not many coaches do th«t. 

Of course. I wes playing well before 
joining the ecademy. If I s^y that 
because of the academy I've scaled 
this high, I wouldn't be giving any 
credit to my earlier coaches in 
Hyderabad. I won the Junior 
Nationals under S,M.Arif Sir in 
Hyderabad. And I was also under him 
when I was ranked No. 1 in 1993. But 
the academy Helped me to develop my 
game in a more mature way. 

Interviawed by Aishwarya Laksbmi 
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and ambitious cricketer, striving to 
become a distinguished figure in 
Indian cricket. Hie Englishmen at 
Lord's became spellbound when they 
witnessed two successive centuries. 
In Toronto and 
Pakistan his all round ability 
flourished in a more convincing way. 


time to come. 

ANUBHACHARAN, 

Pune 

COMING OF AGE 


PREJUDICED? 

T erminal decline. Dire 
Straits, 

Disappointing .These have 

been just some of the 
adjectives attributed to the Indian 
cricket team recently. But are we not 
too fast In criticising? To set the record 
straight while it's obvious that there is 
a lot of scope for improvement, the 
situation today is not really as bad as it 
seems. 

After all we did win the Sahara Cup, 
didn't we? And that too in quite a 
remarkable fashion. And what about 
the win in Pakistan itself against some 
pretty trying odds, and defeating Sri 
Lanka in the not-so-distant past? 

Secondly, aren't we somewhere to 
blame? Isn't there something about 
promoting cricket at the 'grassroots' 
level? In India domestic cricket is 
given the worst of cold shoulder 
treatments. Consider this. 

In the not too distant past we have 
played some of our most important 
domestic matches e.g. the Challenger 
Trophy, and a whole series of 
important benefit matches. Where 
was live transmission (or even 
highlights) and sponsors for these? 
Even the news bulletins did not 
consider it important enough to 
report the results at the end of the day. 

This is when we were religiously 
sitting and watching Pakistan vs West 
Indies, Australia vs New Zealand or 
the matches in Shaijah, and even 
pride ourselves on keeping up to date 
with the English County matches. 

We keep talking about encouraging 
new players in order to fill in the gaps. 
These domestic matches are an 
excellent way of spotting talent. Is this 
the way we are going about it? If so, 
maybe we should simply prepare 
ourselves lor similar mistakes 
in Indkif] cricket in the 


S ELF BELIEF and sporting skills 
make a terrific concoaion—a 
mixture, that often defies the odds 
and wipes out the opposition by its 
sheer intensity. The 'Prince of 
Calcutta' has got it all. 

Sourav Ganguly had a disastrous 
start to his international career way 
back in 1991 in Australia. But six 
seasons later he is a truly committed 


The 'Secret Weapon' of Tendulkar, 
has already crossed thtTmilestone of 
one thousand invaluable Test runs 
and has scored splendid and artistic 
hundreds. It is noteworthy, that most 
of his remarkable innings were on 
foreign grounds and, against the top 
cricket - playihg nations. Thus 
he possesses the tenacity 
which is indispensible in modem 
cricket. As an ardent supporter of 
Sourav, Geoffrey Boycott always 
appreciates the all-round ability of 
Sourav. But inspite of his consistency 
and magnificent perfoAnances both 
with the bat and the ball, Sachin 
Tendulkar perhaps still has a doubt in 






his mind about that. Ganguly has 
been steadily improving hi$ fielding 
and running between the wickets. 

After Sachin, Sourav today is 
arguably the most valuable and 
marketable player in the team as 
proved by the sponsors like 
Coca-Cola and Kingfisher. 

A few years back the pirture was 
totally different. 

The heart-throb of Bengal is 
getting more and more fan mail. His 
eye-catching displays, glorious 
square-cuts, breath-taking cover 
drives always serve a grand feast for 
the spectators. He is indeed calm, cool 
and unflappable in character, both on 
and off the field. He picks his words 
with care. In fact, Ganguly's bat does a 
lot of talking for him. Despite 
technical alertness Sourav's real 
Safaha Ka Raaz is his killer-instina 
and iron determination. 


Without exaggerating a bit it can be 
said that today the sheer intensity of 



international cricket drains out the 
energy of a player, and not only that, 
the periods of recuperation in 
between is inadequate. But Ganguly 
has no complaint. Neither indiscreet 
nor ignominious criticism can depress 
him- 

However, what Ganguly needs for 
a better and brighter tomorrow is 
nothing but a lot of 
motivation from the people as well as 
the media, of India. This flamboyant 
cricketer has to prove that if you can 
conquer your mind, you can conquer 
your opponents on a cricket ground. 
Ganguly, 'arise, go forth and 
conquer'. We are ever with you 
whole-heartedly, because you are 
"World's envy, India's pride" 



DEBASHISH 

DASGUPTA, 

Bankura, 
West Bengal 


THE BEST? 


L eft HANDED batsmen are always 
difficult customers for the 
bowlers. With their natural elegance 
and flair, they are always graceful. 

It is a pity, India has not 
produced too many quality left- hand 
batsmen in her ranks. Since 
Independence, there have been eight 
left handed batsmen who have played 
in fifteen or more Tests for India. They 
are—Nari Contractor, Salim Durrani. 
Rusi Surti, Ajit Wadekar, Eknath 
Solkar, Karsan Ghavri, Vinod Kambii 
and Sourav Ganguly. Of them, Surti, 
Solkar and Ghavri were in the nature 
of utility cricketers. 

Cricket was a different bail game in 
the era of Contractor and Durrani. 
Nari Contractor had to bring an abrupt 
end to his career owing to an 
unfortunate near-fatal accident. Till 
then, he maintained an average Test 
record. Salim Durrani is the eternal 
"Prince Charming" of Indian cricket. 
However, he had a care free approach 
to the game and sometimes gifted his 
wicket away. Ajit Wadekar was a 
classy, gifted, world-class batsman. 


But he often choked under pressure 
and got out in the "nervous nineties" 
for the maximum number of times in 
Test cricket along with Majid Khan of 
Pakistan. Somehow, his performance 
in Tests was not the true rcfleaion of 
his talent. Vinod Kambii is another 
gifted batsman but he failed to live up 
to his "Vini Vidi Vici" expectations. 
His lack of self-discipline accounts for 
his own downfall. Sourav Ganguly is 
the only cricketer who has 
transformed his potential into 
performances. Performance is the last 
word for the players. Sourav has been 
a consistent performer. It is often said 
that a player is not complete until he 
performs well in English conditions. 
For the Indians, the ultimate 
challenge is to excel against arch-rival 
Pakistan, and the games against them 
are more than a cricket match. Sourav 
Ganguly has emerged champion on 
both the above counts. His record in 
the Tests and one-dayers has been 
speaking for itself. 

The legendary Sir Neville Cardus 
was correct in his writing that "The 
score board conceals more and reveals 
less". Runs are important for the 
players but how one amasses his runs 
is also important. In the case of 
Ganguly, the score card does not 
speak of his steely resolve, 
unflappable temperament, unruffled 
technique and tenacity. Sourav 
Ganguly is an exquisite timer of the 
ball. Such is his precision, he is not 
bothered about his footwork like 
Majid Khan. No one in the 
world at present, executes the cover 
drive more majestically than him. 

But he had displayed at Mohali 
against the Lankans that he is equally 
elegant in his on-side game also. His 
continuous self evaluation and 
eagerness for learning has already 
made him a world class batsman. Is he 
the greatest left- hand batsman the 
country has ever produced? 



SUBIR 

KUMAR SEN, 
Calcutta 


85 



I I' is said that Lady Jessie Bradman 
made one of the 
greatest contributions to 
Australian cricket by giving her 
husband Sir Donald Bradman the 
family security and mental peace he 
required in order to be "The Greatest" 
of them all. 

By the same score, Bev Waugh 
made one of the most significant 
contributions ever to Australian sport 
in the maternity ward of Sydney's 
Canterbury hospital on the evening of 
March 2,1965. 

Forget Shane Warne. this was 
cricket's delivery of the century. 

"I can still see the clock on the wall, 
8.14 and 8.18 on a Wednesday 


night,"she recalls on the arrival of her 
twins, Stephen Roger and Mark 
Edward who together have now 
scored 25 Test centuries and more 
than 25,000 Test runs for this country. 

"I was in labour every night for a 
week. I remember it was an absolute 
miracle. People would say, 'You poor 
thing. You've got twins, but I thought 
I was just absolutely blessed."' 

Australian cricket was blessed too. 
No wonder she is referred to as "The 
Mother Of All Waugh Games". But far 
from being merely the mother of the 
Waugh boys. Bev Waugh is an 
accomplished sportswoman in her 
own right. 

Before producing champion 
cricketers (her other sons both play 
Sheffield and club cricket), she was a 



champion tennis player. Now she uses 
her racquet talents as a champion 
squash player who 
defended her Australian masters' 
title. 

She didn't start playing the game 
until she was 38. Now, as the national 
50-55 age group women's champion 
she is still playing top level open 
women's competitions as a 


grandmother, a title conferred on her 
by the birth of Steve and wife Lynett's 
daughter Rosalie. 

Few people who have traded blows 
with her on a squash court doubt that 
her attitude to sport has been more 
than a passing influence on two of 
Australian cricket's greats. But sport is 
rarely a talking point when the 
Waughs get together. "We have 
enough sport in our lives," says Bev, 
"and when we see each other we talk 
about other things." One exception 
was the time Mark was at his mum's 
place when Steve dropped iq to break 
the news that his twin had been 
seleaed for Australia to play England 
in Adelaide during the 1990-91 
season. "There was great excitement 
about Mark's news," says Mrs 


Waugh, "but I said straight away 
whose place has he taken? Because I 
knew Stephen's place was being 
spoken about. Stephen had a bit of a 
glum look on his face, and said it was 
his place, I mean, what do you do? 
Stephen was the one who told Mark. 
He said congratulations. How hard 
would that have been for him? 

" But in retrospect that led Stephen 
on to bigger and better things. If you 
get dropped you can use that in one of 
two ways. You can give up or fight 
back. Mentally, no one is tougher 
than Stephen." Public perceptions of 
the twins—^Steve the batting achiever 
and Mark the carefree showman who 
can make it all look so easy—are wide 
off the mark according to their mother. 

"It's hard to take when people say 
that Mark doesn't care. He looks as if 
he's laid back! but he wants to go out 
and achieve. It doesn't please him to 
get low scores. From a very young age, 
Mark has always been a high achiever 
at school work, everything Stephen 
achieved as highly as he did but with 
less effort. Stephen early on probably 
enjoyed things a little more, enjoyed 
school a lot more. He didn't worry that 
much. But it's developed In him to be 
hard. He's developed that to a very big 
extent." 

Mrs Waugh was in England 
to watch her sons help 
retain the Ashes, but she found their 
lives on tour so busy that she 
"virtually had to make an 
appointment to see them." 

"As they were edming out of the 
dressing room one time, they were 
talking to this well dressed gentleman 
and introduced me, but the name 
didn't register because I was more 
interested in asking the boys a couple 
of questions. Later I said, 'Who did 
you introduce me to?'and Stephen 
said "if was just the ex-prime minister 
Johrt Major." 

Mrs Waugh's big message is "never 
quit". 

"TTiere's po such word as can't and 
I've taught my boys that 'Stay Irt there 
and have a go.'" It's Bev Waugh 
talking bpt it sounds like Steve W^ugh 
batting. 

Andy Q'Bnen, Australia 
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I T might sound blasphemous to 
say this in the aftermath of 
India's record-shattering win In 
the Dhaka Independence Cup 
versus Pakistan, but the truth is: Two 
wrongs don't make a right. 

India may be back to winning ways. 
The team may also have pulled off a 
miracle in the last match of the 
best-of-three finals, but from purely 
cricketing logic, removing Sachin 
Tendulkar from the captaincy was a 
big mistake. And, handing over the 
reins back to Mohammed Azharuddin 
was a retrograde step taken by the 
Indian selectors, who must clearly 
shoulder much of the blame for 
India's many debacles under 
Tendulkar in 1997. 

If failures create fissures in the 
team and end up generating more 
pressure on the beleagured players, 
success often tends to cover up 
deficiencies and mistakes. 

The crowning'glory in Dhaka may 
have brought the smile back on the 
itaces of Indian cricketers in the 
dressing room. It may even have 

It is bnperathn that Aibaniddin dOM wall wHh 
hte hat f6r ladla to heap winning ganwa 
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soothed frayed tempers of the 
cricket-crazy fans post-Sharjah, but 
viewed from the long-term 
perspealve, it has hardly been a step 
forward for Indian cricket. 

Having said that, let's not take 
anything away from Azhar's men 
who fashioned an improbable viaory. 
Before t>haka, no team had had ever 
scored 314 in a one-day game and lost. 
Pakistan did not look like losing it 
cither till. Lady Luck, having deserted 
the Indian camp for better part of last 
year, came and settled on Azhar's 
shoulders so that he could fly back with 
the Cup. » 

In faa, it was one of those gaihes 
I which neither teams deserved to lose 
(or win, depending on which side of 


the border you belonged). The 
bowling and fielding of both India and 
Pakistan in the third final was at best 
club standard. However, the batting, 
on a featherbed, flourished. 

Saeed Anwar and Ijaz Ahmed 
played their parts well. So did 
Tendulkar, Sourav Ganguly and 
Robin Singh. But, in the end, the side 
which kept its nerves better nosed the 
other out in a photo-finish. 

Beating Pakistan, who had come 
with a B-grade bowling attack was no 
big deal as was shown by Tendulkar's 
men in Toronto last year. In faa, each 
of the four wins in the Sahara Cup was 
more emphatic than the other in 
ednditions which Were alien to both 
the teams. 


In Dhaka, India did beat Pakistan 
quite convincingly in the league and 
also in the first final, but the manner 
in which Azhar's men were crushed in 
the second game, showed that none of 
the perils afflicting Indian cricket, had 
been sorted out. 

Those who say Azhar's captaincy 
has been responsible for a turnaround 
in India's cricket fortunes, clearly do 
not know their cricket. 

To be fair to him, Azhar began his 
second innings in the hot seat, on a 
positive and confident note. He was 
certainly under pressure—as he was 
not the most popular choice as 
captain—but he handled that well. He 
also deserves a pat on the back for 
drawing the line for the selectors. 
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Unlike Tendulkar, Azhar refused to 
lei the selectors diaate the playing XI 
or batting order. By giving back the 
opening slot KWaidulkar, Azhar had 
clearly sent oiifthe right signals. And 
by moving himself up to No 3, he had 
got the mechanics of a one-day game 
right At last, India's best three 
batsmen —those most likely to store 
hundreds m a 50-over game—were 
batting at the top of the order 

Tactically, he hardly produced 
anything brilliant which is worth a 
mention Robin Singh was promoted 
yet again —with another left-hander 
at the crease ahead of an in-form 
Azhar— when Tendulkar had already 
given the Indians a heady start with 
his sophisticated brand of 

Aziwnidilin wHb wMa Sangeeta during a 
commarcial ahoat With hit penanai Dfa no 
taogar undar tha wannar, Azhar it a much 
raiaxad man thaaa days 
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IMPRESSING UKEYC 

H e scored ovef l.OOO run* in the shorter version ot the gameln 19^% ' 

and yet, was branded alailure hhth as a batsman as well ara captain. 

But, relieved of the cares of captaincy, SaChtn Tendulkar turned the 
National Stadium at Dhaka into h|s own stage where he performed with 
aplomb. The-Man-of-thc* Series award bestowed on him was a just 
evaluation of his contribution to India's Cup victory. 

It was the vintage Sachin once more. But what was responsible for this 
turnaround? The general notion is that Sachin the batsman was being 
destroyed by the pressures of leading an enigmatic side. That he is better ' 

off without the reins. Sachin, however, does not a^ee. 

"Even when I had been in charge, I have played like this," he pointed 
out In several post-match Press conferences. 

No one can deny Sachin's contention. The master blaster did play some 
explosive knocks when at the helm, but the fact remained that so great % 

Wks Sachin's pre-occupation with the team's performance that he 
Invariably went in to bat under enormous pressure. The harder he tried to 
puU his team Up, the less he succeeded. But that essentially is Sachin for 
you. Even today, he would gladly exchange his Test hundreds for a series 
win. 

Once he had accepted the loss of captaincy the »lf-invited pressures 
vanished. Once more, the supreme artist in him found the freedom to 
express himself with the willow. 

Anyone who knows him closely will tell you just how dear the Indian 
captaincy was to Sachin. The manner in which the captaincy was snatched 


Sachia Taadiilkaf; Praying for a battar year 







IP Sachin Tendulkar proves once again why he 
IC is so feared by bowlers all over 

away from him surely must have left him a trifle deje<ted. To overcome 
this hurt aud personal tragedy, Sachin sought solace from his batsmanship. 

He needed to give an expression to his inner frustrations, the hurt which 
had left him numb. The more his heart bled, the more savagely he hit out. 
Only, he had directed his ire towards the Pakistan bowlers and not 
towards the selectors. 

Qualitatively and quantitatively Sachin may have played many better 
knocks than those he scripted in Dhaka, but what set these knocks apart 
was that each of them was played with a certain objective in mind. 

When in mood he can butcher any bowling in the world. But in Dhaka, 
it was cold-blooded murder of Pakistan bowling. Aqqib Javed, Azhar 
Mehmood and Saqlain Mushtaq were all made to look like novices as the 
little master went on the rampage. 

The fact that the Indian thinktank had given Navjyot Sidhu the 
responsibility of taking care of Saqlain's restrictive off-spin, perhaps hurt 
his ego as Sachin took it upon himself to destroy the bowler's morale. The 
ease with which he stepped out to loft Saqlain into the stands in the finals 
as soon as he was brought on, showed what he had in mind. By choosing 
to hit the ball with the spin -iK>ver the straight field Sachin showed that 
there was a method to his madness. 

But then Sachin is rarely known to do anything whimsically. The Little 
Big Man of Indian cricket is walking taU again. 

Sumit Mukherjee 


USHOHE foy choaohury 



pinch-hitnng. 

While the move had failed 
miserably at Sharjah, it had succeeded 
in Dhaka, for the wrong reason. In 
Sharjah, again versus Pakistan, the 
asking rate was hardly as high as it was 
here. Yet, Robin had swung wildly at 
the first ball he faced (and perished), 
in truly pinch-hitting style. Here, 
when he was required to add further 
momentum to the proceedings, Robin 
played like a top-order batsman and 
got a big partnership going. The rest is 
history. 

In two tournaments with not much 
time having elapsed, both Sachin and 
Azhar made the same mistake. Sachin 
was lambasted because his error of 
judgement proved costly, while Azhar 
walked tall after an improbable 
victory. That is what success does. 

After losing the second match of the 
final, Azhar made the same noises in 
the post-match Press conference 


—poor fielding, bowlers' lack of 
length-and-line and no application on 
the part of batsmen —as Tendulkar 
had been making over the past year, 
or even Azhar himself during the last 
days of his captaincy the first time 
around. 

The only revelation was Azhar's 
batting. His form and fluency was 
almost enviable. The fact that he and 
Tendulkar clicked together, meant the 
Indian innings got some momentum 
early on. That was more than enough 
to take the wind out of a Pakistan side 
which was low on spirit. In fact, 

Rashid Latif's band would go down in 
history as one oi the most mundane 
bunches ever put together by the 
Pakistan selectors, no matter what the 
compulsions. There seemed to be no 
fight in them till India gift-wrapped a 
victory to them to tie the three-match 
final 1-1. 

In the decider, Pakistan all but took 
it away till India lit up the gloom at the 
National Stadium with a truly heroic 
effort which has made a man out of 
the new lad Hrishikesh Kanitkar. 

While the Dhaka thriller will go 
down in the record books for the sheer 
magnitude of the effort, India's win 
over the same opponents in Karachi 
was perhaps qualitatively a shade 
better. 

Four months before, India had 
chased another 300-plus target and 
fallen short by just two runs. Azhar, 
who had led the charge in Colombo 
versus Sri Lanka had been a hapless 
spectator at one end as his team went 
down. He did not contribute much 
with the bat in the final game in 
Dhaka, but by staying put in the 
middle as the umpires and the fielding 
side went in amid failing light, Azhar 
had made a strong statement. 

It was heartening to see Azhar 
deeply concerned about India's 
fortunes instead of his singularly 
carefree attitude in the past year or so. 
After losing the captaincy to 
Tendulkar, he went on record saying 
he was enjoying his batting. But, now 
that he is the captain again, one can 
only hope he will continue to enjoy 
both roles till it is time again for Sachin 
to don the mantle. % 
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INTERVIEW 


TAKING A FRESH 

India's most successful cricket captain has 
started his second bout of captaincy in a 
relaxed and confident manner. Moreover, 
he also took time off to talk on a variety 
of issues 



FROM SABYASACHI SARKAR, 
DHAKA 

So how does it finally feel to have 
broken Allan Border's record of 
playing the highest number of 
one-day internationals? 

Feels great This is an achievement for 
any cncketer Looking back, 1 feel that 
playtng for 14 years at a stretch was 
not an easy task No I hadn t thought 
that 1 would ever play 273 one-dayers 
No one starts playing with such things 
in mind Today it seems that 
maintaining my physical fitness must 
have been the key to this success 
Patience, confidence and hard work 
are also big factors It is rather difficult 
to say which one of these is the prime 
factor in my case If you look at my 
career, I have missed two Test 
matches on account ol injury and also 
a few one-dayers On the whole, it 
was satisfactory 

Were you pleasantly surprised 
when the selectors reappointed 
you as the Indian captain? 

I did not hope to become the captain 
again But now that it has happened, I 
want to do my best I have been the 
captain for six and a half years before 
this and I must say that I have enjoyed 
It thoroughly I believe there Is 
nothing like leading your country to a 
victory It's wonderful! 

How do you rate the team that 
was handed over to you? 

Tha itahwarti. Axhamddln and India will | 

dapand haavily on Tandulkar u 
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Lots and lots of progress is needed We 
should start preparing for the '99 
World Cup from right now Similarly, 
there is an immediate need of 
numerous young talented cricketers 
suitable for the one-day game In this 
age of close competition, no one holds 
a regular place in the team We have 
no dearth of talented cric keters but I 
will not single out anyone in 
particular That would not be 
favourably taken But if the selectors 
ask me I may give them some names 
1 saw England in Sharjah They 
have taken m a host of one-day 


cncketers Each of them is a specialist 
If we want to do something good m 
the World Cup, we will have to think 
in the same way 

Looking back, what has been the 
most memorable moment for you 
In your 14-year chequered career? 

I can't forget the moment India beat 
Pakistan in Bangalore during the 96 
World Cup 1 still remember winning 
the Hero Cup in Calcutta in 1993, and 
winning the Asia Cup in Sharjah m 
1995 


If you were to analyse it as a 
batsman which was your most 
memorable innings so far? 

Oh no, I cannot single out any in 
particular Still 1 may mention the 
century I rattled in Baroda against 
New Zealand off 62 balls And in 1993, 
at Gwalior—^I played two good 
innings in two consecutive matches 
against England We were losing the 
senes 1-3 But the Gwalior match 
made it 3-3 Personally, I think I 
batted well in the 1992 World Cup 
Scored about 330 Pity being run out 
by Border in the Australia match, 
when we were on the verge of 
winning It Also I must mention the 
Asia Cup 1991 and 1995,1 still 
remember both the Asia Cup finals 1 
had a big score in the 1995 Asia Cup 
final 

What has been the saddest 
moment for you as a cricketer? 

Our shabby performance in the 1992 
Australia World Cup still pains me I 
would also bke to forget the 1992 
South Afnca tour It was horrible 

Now that you have broken 
Border's record, have you already 
set your sights on Desmond 
Haynes' world record of most 
runs in one-dayers? 

How many runs did he score'^ A httle 
more than 8,500, isn't iP (8619 to be 
prease) I have scored only 7,700 
Don't think I'm over-confident, but I 
think I shall make it I believe in 
destiny If everything goes nght, it 
(the record) should happen 

Looking ahead, what are your 
goals for the future? 

Perhaps I will not be able to play 400 
one-day matches, but 350 is a 
possibility I am 34 now, and I want to 
play fot another 3 to 4 years Sunny 
bhai has played till 38 years of age I 
want to play on, so I keep myself fit 25 
hundreds in Test cricket—that is 
what I wish for I wish to play 100 
Tests, that is another 12 to go And 
yes, I would love to lead India to win 
the World Cup If fate permits, that 
may happen too, who knows'^ 

(Laughs) At least I don't 
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How It your relatloiuhip with 
ex-crlcketers? 

They have nothing construalvc to 
offer. The majority of them only 
criticise. No, nothing more than this 
can I say. ' 

The press has also given you some 
harrowing times. How's your 
relationship with them now? 

I have said this earlier, and I repeat, 
the press creates a star only to destroy 
him in the end. I speak from my own 
experience. I think, the media should 
support players instead of criticising 
them. We do get money, but one 
should also consider the amount of 


"I have said this earlier, and I 
repeat, the press creates a 
star to destroy him in the end. 

I speak from my own 
experience. I think, the media 
should support players 
instead of criticising them. 
We do get money, but one 
should also consider the 
amount of pressure and 
stress we take. The media 
should not enter a cricketer's 
private life." Azharuddin 


pressure and stress we take. The 
media should not enter a cricketer's 
private life. 

Yoii have been intensely involved 
with the sport for the past 14 
year*. How have you seen cricket 
evolve down the years? 

It changed so fasti \^en I came in, 
that was 1984, everything was 
different. Now it has totally changed. 
Lots of money, TV, logos, sponsors... 
the media has become so powerful. 
Now. cricket is the number one game 
in this country. I think, cricketers are 
taking mote stress now. Speaking for 
myselt I take more stress now than I 
usetoln 19S4-8S, • 
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|Ahti*cloc)cwise from«^}; For the Tint time in i^lcutta, a fashion 
was held at the Calcutta race course. Some of the tcv models from 
Mumbai l^ded up to lend glamour to the everrt Trainer Rictrard Alford . 
looks at the winner, 'King's Academy' ridden by jockey Jimmy Fortona; 
'King's Academy' fNo.4} about to cross the winning post; Models watch 
the prizeH)istribution ceremony; Mrs. Bharti Oevawwar presents the 

Wlnner'stro|^tiJtialne!i:Richard Alford . 

__ 1 ___—_____-_. 



_ VARIETY _ 

DEFYING GRAVITY? 







MAIL BAG 


Indecent 

A 75 doubt all the photos 
4 \ (SportswoM Dec.'97) 
were superb in their own right, 
but this picture m question of 
Martma Hingis that showed her 
bare buttocks took the cake. This 
only goes to show the the 
photographer's mentality while 
taking the picture. 

You can't fault the man who 
just clicks for a living? This is his 
profession. But playing before 
the full stands, clad in this 
manner.is not just tennis, that 


too for a {^ayer of Hingis' stature 
Well winhing Is what's all 
about. But this does not 
necessarily mean that a woman 
should pay scam attention to the 
attire, Her lop was fuUy covered 
with a high nedkllne. This means 
the dress was designed with full 
knowledge of what it would 
reveal In the course of play. This 
way the paying public would be 
treated to a double fare —the 
game and, of course, the flesh. 
What more could the spectators 
ask for? 

AftTAMlSHfiA, 

Cuttack 
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iWthat Mphaxninad Azharuddhiand iife/ •' f. becoiixe <i <}1(^ 
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boys have tietumed ulumphant from. 
Azhar's maiden ventute in his second 


-i. : 

•;/ i^priy, the mediMf^jntohptii^^ 


\,JL ^ innmgsasthetapwtaofthelmilanc^ihy.- 
team, it would be polWcaily inconect to crltlctie4^;i';. r 
Indian cricket seleoots. Over the years, they have: • 


Jokers" (juote-t^^s been u»d_so'm^^;^£||;^^?§1~| 
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ANALYSIS 


4 proper frame of mind "MrRungta makes it very clew 
in his statement that li was Azhar's personal life that 
cost him the Indian captaincy 
Now compare this statement to what Gundappa 
Vlswanath had to say when Azhar was stn^icdof ^ 
captaincy In August 1996 Vlswanath/ then the 
chairtnan of selectors, remarked, "Azhar's captaincy 
’ has not been up to the mark in the past couple of series 
ftbe '96 World Cup and the England tour). The 
selectors therefore, felt the need for a change." Notice 
that this statement is in direct contradiction to the 
quote above. The media had questioned and Vlswanath 
had categorically denied that Azhar had been dropped 
on personal grounds, cricketing failure was the reason 
dt^. Inadentally, Mr Rungta was part of the selection 
committee even then 

Another reason why the selmors were so maligned 
is for their decision to drop Azharuddin, brmg him back 
and then re-appoint him as captain just a senes after 
that infamous run-out in Sharjah against the West 
Indies. That crucial run-out, to an extent, was 
responsible for getting India out of the reckoning 

The media dunng the process of selecting the team 
for the one-day series against Sri Lanka, immediately 
after the Shariah debacle, reported that Azharuddin 
was given a "talking to" by the seleaors over his 
attitude. Azhar was reportedly called on his mobile 
phcme and was given a dressing down for twenty 
minutes by the selectors. No one in the selection 
committee contradicted this piece of reportage After 
the team was chosen for the one-day series on 18 Dec. 
'97 against Sri Lanka, Jyoti Bajpai, the Joint Seaetary 
of the BCCI told the press, "In so many words, we told 





i 




-‘T.v ,-V-r -'tvr C5' 




/: 




[■' u 








pii 






Mj -.¥ 

, '1 ■^: ■;■ 

f » • 


' .1^' w' 


■ y 


. / 


ft. 


yet ttivo very sentor membefs of the Indian .',; 

administration had conuidict^ thcmselvcj a/^ 
letter olvvecks. 

After Azharuddin was handed over Ap CTptafi^S? 
and vriiien questKMted about 
a^ the Indiian national captain, Ranuddiii&lE;^|.^;<|f) 
presnn chairntan of thesrf^ii^n con^^'l^ij^^^ 

rathtsfambigubusly. "He (TenduU^rX'dlt^^' “. 

wrong^ but we thought that w!|atj^er its^i 
bedttt^ of the pressure?of captaihcyitJ't^W^,^^^ 
dea^r message cdm^g from the^i^USci^ ' 

Howeyer, this Is the legepniarj{^J|5^ 

had to rtmiark aftbrSachln 
the ^aiitcy, "Sichin 

whafjiMnis,fobeattikinomd(|t “ .. 
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{rom tlw team that went ta 

Rahul t»avid, Attii Kumble, Abey KuiUvuEa>ViRihaR^ 
Jhnaad, Vlnod Kambli and Saba Karin3h-% Hih U what 
the'experts'had to say. 

Xapil Dev whose dedication td Indian cridtet wa$ • 
never in doubt exelaimed^ "U they made the changes 
because they wanted to: what were the selectors trying 
to prove? And if it was due to poor performances, were 
these six players the only failures in the team?" 

DiUp Vengsarkar did not mince words either. In hiS 
newspaper column Ven^rkar blasted out "But then, 
surely tlUs is no way to go about building a team for the 
future. By dropping players like Dravid, Prasad and 
Kambli in one single strike, the selectors have proved 
that they are there to put India at the bottom of the 
ladder in world cricket. What other conclusions can 
one arrive by such an irrational move? But then who's 
to question the wisdom of sucha selection? There's no 
accountability as far as the seleaors are concerned. 

They can do as they please, manipulate all they want 
arid get away with their misdeeds. And therein lies the 
tragedy of Indian cricket." 

After all this, did the selectors justify their logic 
behind the decision that drew flak from all quarters? No 
way, they preferred to keep brazenly silent on the 
whole issue and simply let the matter die out. Only after 
the victory in the Dhaka tournament did selectors 
comment, "Rahul has a good future and should 
understand that being dropped from one-dayers does 
not mean he is not fit to play international ties." Oh, 
come on give us a break. A player who was ranked 6th in 
the January edition of the Wlsden Cricket Momhly^s 
list of the top 20 batsmen in the world is not in the 
Indian XIV. 

If Sachin Tendulkar looked a trifle under par durmg 
his stint as the captain, is he totally to blame? The 
selectors tied him In knots, by not giving him the team 
of his choice, by diaating who should make the playing 
XT even to the extent of specifying the batting line*up 
and relegating Tendulkar to the No.4 slot. As Tendulkar 
himself said ifter he was stripped of the captaincy, "1 
rarely got the players 1 wanted. The teams that were 
seleaed were entirely the choice of the selectors. They 
even told me what batting order I should follow. I am 
not complaining on that score, but the captain has to be 
given a free hand so that he can get the best out of the 
team according to his plans. Maybe if I had a say in the 
matter of the team selected, I might have done 
somewhat better as captain. I just cannot comprehend 
the reasons which the selectors have mentioned for my 
removal as captain. If ivis my batting form then I want 
to state that it is not really so. Maybe, they expect me to 
geta big score every time Igo tothe crease." tt in this 
frame of mind the seleaors were wanting innovative ‘ 
ca||taincy &om Tendulkar weren't they asking for a bit 
toolKuch? ’ , 



Ravi ShaStri. who is never at a loss of words, had this 
to say on team selection, "This Is crap. How can the 
capt^n not get playing XI of his choice? My logic is 

simple. If you accept that it is the captain who is going to 
decide on who will bowl then there Is no point in 
saddling me with a towler who I didn't think was 
suited for the track. He would adter all, then be a 
passenger only." 

Bven the mercurial OeoHrty ^oycott known for Ws 
cricketiitg acumen and who always called a spade a 
^ade came Out with all guns blasdnR. "If Sachin 
Tendulkar is^theprefert^chotee, (he was then, wheit 
Bdyeott wrotea column ftnraieading Indian weekly 
Suggesting rernedhdmes^um f^h»lidheiieket) t{:i^ 
thrnernustbenomtmiiejiimi^^imtffi^sele^or.'lha.t " 
has to jbeparamouht'lhe 
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9iclecu>rstellingTendujkarwbat|[ntheital^eorder . 

ani}!t«)t.<q)en in o^eodaym is nonsense. 

. .4'Sei^rs,lssHing directions to «t^piein sug^ts 
,.tjii^ they ha^e no cohfidcn^inthc man they have 


confidence an4>iK)keplay? Sotprisingly, not many 
supported the second school of thought. 

This certainly will not be the last time the selectors 
' and the selection committee Is going to come under the. 
media'iscanner. They ace certainly going tp face the 
heat when they come up with illogtcai and whimsic^ 
'.dholeesand unjustified chopping and changing of the 


" their interests the selectors sbouU o]pt 

"^dfec^^hrforeaiiui&M thenfieiiin : TlKif ^ conduct 

<dl^^ .4 'V.'f - Being a Uttle moreiiiedla savvy, reveaUng 

"Jth^etdwns bOhirid decisions, and clearing up 
wf-i. I^ii^ersies as amd vvhenthey oc<!Uc could go a long 
r sa fyfh 'i^learteg up their much tarnished public image, 
as Spnil Gavaskar sug^^d recently, the 
] ii'ieii^JhjricOTld hire the setvicesofapressliaslon officer. 

saidft wl*' cert^ly do the Indian crldcet 








RUNNING INTO 

Criticised for making a comeback that did not 
sparkle, P.T. USHA has responded by winning 
100 and200m events at recent nationallevel 
athletics meets. She is now poised to make an 
impact at the Asian level 



ASHOKE CHAKRABORTY 



BY RUPINDER SINGH 


A fter p T Usha had 

become synonymous with 
gold medals in the 
Eighties, It was difficult for 
people to fathom her making a 
comeback to athletics When she did, 
she finished a disappointing fourth in 


The oM and tba naw P T Uaha sharing a loka 
with 200m Worid Championships silvar 
madailist Susanthika Jayasingna of Sri Lanka 


I the 200m at the National Games in 
[ Bangalore in 1997 Why was such a 
great athlete doing this to herself, her 
formerly adoring public asked in 
dismay"^ Usha, on the other hand, had 
a firm belief that she would be back 
where she had once belonged at the 
top 

Throughout Usha's earlier career 
before her retirement, the most 
important factor in her nse had been 
her smgle-minded determination to 
do well When Usha retired, got 
married and had a son, everyone 
thought Usha was lost to Indian sport 
Usha's husband however had other 
ideas He felt that Usha still had the 
potential to do well, he persuaded her 
to make a comeback 
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"I have now proved that with 
concentration and 
involvement, I can still 
perform to the best of 
international 
standards" P.T.Usha 


Her husband had seen other 
marned women athletes like distance 
runner Liz McColgan and 800m 
specialist Inna Masterkova make 
successful comebacks "Moreover if 
Linford Christie, Carl Lewis and 
Merlene Oitey achieved world class 
sprinting times at 35, why cannot 
Usha do It " he reasoned 
The early years of the comeback 
were tough Usha, herself at times 
wondered whether she could make it 
back to the top 

' While my husband kept telling 
me, I could be the best again, I really 
suffered when I raced and lost to 
athletes I could never imagine losing 
to However, his faith gave me the 
confidence to go on, she stated 
Her husband's backing slowly 
re-kindled P T Usha's famed 
determination Once Usha was 
focused. It was evident she could not 
give up before she proved herself to be 


the best again 

Late last year was the turning point 
Starting from the South Aslan 
Athletics in December in New Delhi 
when P T Usha was first in a 
photo-finish, edging out Rachita 
Mistry, she was back to her old 
winning days At the Open Nationals, 
she narrowly lost to Rosa Kutty in the 
400m (she had a very creditable 
timing of 52 37 secs) but she was back 
to her winning ways at the Inter-State 
Athletics Championships in 
Bangalore, winning the t00m(ll 56 
secs a meet record) and the 200m 
(23 29 secs, her second best timing 
ever) She also won gold medals as a 
member of the 4x 100 and 4x400m 
relay teams 

"A lot of sacnfice and hard work 
had gone into my preparation in the 
last three months," Usha said in 
Bangalore,' I am staying away from 
my family including my five year old 
sun and am training in Patiala under 
coach JaswinderSingh Bhatla lam 
thinking of nothing else but athletics 

"I have now proved that with 
concentration and involvement, I can 
still perform to the best of 
international standards 1 am steadily 
improving my 400m timings 1 am 
sure that one day I will be able to race 
under 52 secs " 

From her performance so far, it is 
quite clear that P T Usha Is definitely 
going to be among the medals at the 
1998 Asian Games at Bangkok What 
will now be interesting to watch is 
how Usha matches up to the Sri 
Lankan World Championships silver 
medallist Susanthika Jayasinghe and 
the Chinese women athletes who 
have further improved upon Usha s 
timings 

Whether Usha will match up to 
their standards or not, there is one 
point that her comeback has definitely 
made—if you have the desire to 
succeed and have a single-minded 
determination, no one can stop you 
from reaching the top Usha s 
comeback should be taken as a 
reminder to aspiring women athletes 
of the country that they could become 
champion Asian level athletes if they 
are willing to focus on their careers # 
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SPOT LIGHT 


so NEAR..AND 
SO FAR YET 


VISHWANATHAN ANAND blew a great chance to become the World 
Champion when he lost the tie-breaker to Anatoly Karpov. But still the 
future is bright 



BYANIEKPAUL 


"To strive with difficulties and to 
conquer them is the highest human 
felicity, the nekt being to strive and 
deserve to conquer"—Samuel 
Johnson 

O NLY with the above vision 
can we appreciate the 
greatness of 
Vishwanathan Anand's 
achievement, despite his loss m the 
World Championship final. It is not 
the result of the final that matters, 
because the rights and conditions of 
the two finalists were so different that 
It IS impossible to take the result 
seriously Besides, the FIDE officials 
themselves admit the event does not 
necessarily determine the best player 
on the planet, though the name they 
gave it might suggest the contrary. 

So that reduces at least this edition 
of the World Championship 
knock-outs to a mere experiment, and 
the success or failure of individual 
players is to be judged with extreme 
prejudice. The end result of Karpov 
winning the title and a million dollars 
with just one week's work certainly 
comes second to Anand's 
achievement of keeping his World 
Championships hqpes alive when he 
won the sixth game and tied it at 3-3. 

Even Michael Adams' feat of taking 
the Candidates Finals (or the 
semi-finals as they called it) to the 

Anmd ia all eoiMcMratioB dwifls ilw HmI. 
Sadly, a Maadar ia llw tia-b(aakar Boat Mm tha 
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Tho final at tha Olyn^iic Miisawn at Laiitanna. 
Will Anand gal anolnar chanca lika this again? 


sudden death is arguably a bigger 
achievement compared to Karpov's 
winning the title with just 8 games 
work against someone who played 31 
games without rest in less than a 
month's time. 

It is on account of this that 
professional chess players, including 
Anand, dismiss Karpov's title as one 
defended with unconquerable 
advantages, and hence 
unconvincingly. It is traditional for 
the world champion to have the better 
of unequal rights in the title contest, 
but this time it was outrageous. 
Karpov was seeded to the finals, while 
his challenger had to come through 
some 23 games in over three weeks 
time and continile without any rest. 

The whole point of giving fCarpov 
and Kasparov, the two world 
champions, seedings to higher rounds 


was to overcome the rift in 
professional chess between Kasparo^’ 
and the official system run by FIDE. 
But when Kasparov turned down the 
invitation, calling the formal 
"farcical", they put Karpov straight 
into the finals. That was patently 
unfair although they have also 
decided that no one, including the 
new world champion, will be seeded 
no higher than round 2 from next 
time. This led Kramnik, Kasparov's 
protege, to withdraw. He felt that this 
gave Karpov more than 70% chance 
of winning the title. Former 
challenger Nigel Short appreciated his 
decision by calling him the only player 
to have any self-respect. 

Yet, if Anand won the 
championship, the question of 
■professional recognition of the FIDE 
title would have disappeared. But 
now that he self-destructed him.self in 
the tie-breakers of the final, the rift 
has widened. So all eyes are now 
turned towards Kasparov who is 


expected to come up with something 
more credible. Unless he does 
something fast, he will be forgotten 
just as people forgot Fischer. 

Karpov has gone on record saying 
that Kasparov's situation is like 
Fisher's already. He is out of the 
official system; his resources and 
abilities to run an alternative cycle 
have depleted to near extinction 
following his loss to the computer, 
'Deep Blue', which has seriously 
affected his image. 

But if he manages to find funding 
for a legitimate event which the top 
players recognise as duly determining 
the best player, chess as a sport will 
probably benefit the most. And if we 
have some other winner of it than 
Karpov, it will bring the world of chess 
back to where it was. 

The world of chess has seen the 
crisis of having two champions, the 
disappearance of sponsorships and 
likes, but maybe something worse is 
facing us, one world champion, one 
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world championship but no 
recognition. 

As for money for future world 
championships, FIDE president 
Kirsan Iljumzhinov has guaranteed 
the next ten editions of the World 
Championship knockouts for US $5 
million each. It means we are not 
going to see World Championships 
played in some 'Burger King' in 
Jakarta City but it is bad for the image 
of the sport not to have any clear 
world champion. 

Now, after enough digression, let's 
get back to the event we were 
discussing. It was one that proved that 
Anand was clearly the greatest, but 
just that the tie-breakers of the final 
proved to be his Achilles’ heel. Even if 
Anand went on to win it, which he 
patently deserved, some people 
would have doubted his credibility 
anyway. .Kramnik did not play, 
Kasparov turned down his invitation, 
his main contenders Ivanchuk, 
Topalov, Salov and Judith Polgar fell 
victim to the format and were 
eliminated early. 

There are some people who say his 
campaign should have ended in 
round three in the hands of Alexander 
Khalifman but it was the invisible 
hand of God that kept his hopes alive. 
But all those who think so, are looking 
through the microscope upside down. 

This was a new format, and indeed a 
very demanding one, for it required 
an immense amount of 
re-adjustments on the pan of the 
players The matches were short, the 
time controls were different and the 
rapid play-offs made it ail the more 
unpredictable But what was 
important was to adapt your playing 
styles to It, which none excepting 
Anand managed to do convincingly. 

He was mostly equal to the task, but 
on a few occasions he was fighting 
with his back against the wall, but 
never actually gave up 
For the luck factor, the best 
explanation comes from the instance 
of Kasparov’s win in 1995. Had Anand 
been able to convert all the 
advantages he created in that match 
he would have been seeded to the 
finals this time, and Kasparov would 
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NO RESPECT GIVEN 


I Despite being a world champion for several years, 
ANATOLY KARPOV has not remved the recognition 
hedeserves 

I "Eminence without merit earns World Championsh^ in Seville In 


deference without 

1 esteem."—Sebastien-Rodi Nicolas 

j de Chamfort 

I 

) 

j fTMHE above quote from a 
I I mediocre 18th century 
I JL French playwright, well 

i characterised the match between 
I Vishwanathan Anand and Anatoly 
I Karpov. It also defined the latter's 
I position as a world champion. 

{ Karpov is the most successful 

i tournament player of all time, and 
I has the outstanding distinction of 
’ being in the top five-rated players' 

I for 25 years. But somehow he 
i seems to get the same level of 

I respf a given to a 60 kg sumo 

j wrestler. So how is this possible? 

I Why dopeople keep hearing he is a 
I fraud, that he is no good any 

• longer? What exactly is the case 

' against him'> 

’ Exactly like this time, his victory 
I has little professional recognition. 

1 A question of credibility has always 
I hung over the world tide he has 
I held, particularly as he has never 
beaten any World Champion to 


1987, he came extremely dose to 
winning it bade, but Kasparov won 
the last game of the match in a 
situation where only a win could 
have saved his title, to 1993, 
Karpov, it seemed, was ready for 
yet another shot at Kasparov but 
the English Grandmaster Nigel 
Short beat him in the Candidates 
semi-final. It was one of the biggest 
match upsets of Karpov’s life, and 
in the history of the world 
championships as a whole. 

But 1993 saw some dramatic 
events taking place. It ended up 
with Karpov winning the title 
back. Following Kasparov and 
Short’s break-away from FIDB, an 
alternative match was arranged 
between Karpov and Dutch 
Grandmaster Jan Timman, the 
other contestant Short had 
defeated on his way to meet the 
world diampion. 

Karpov flattened Timman for 
the FIDE World Chess title while 
actually losing 19 rating points —a 
fa 0 that indicates why the title has 
always ladtcd credibility. Since 


t take the title. Karpov became the then Karpov has kept his title. 


World Champion when American 
I Bobby Fischer refused to defend 

I his title in 1975. The final 

I Candidates Match of that cycle 

i between Karpov and Victor 
I Korchnoi was retroactively 
I considered to be the World 
I Championship and Karpov, its 


defending it successfully against 
American Gata Kamsky in 1996, 
and vidth the grotesque advantages 
here against Anand. So, Karpov 
has successfuQy defended Us title a 
number of times, but has never 
taken it from anyone.' 

Besidest Kaipovhas had to deal 


winner, was awarded the title, 
while Fischer was exiled for 20 
years. 

After holding the title for ten 
years including two successful 
defences against Korchnoi, Katppv 
lost it in 1985 to Gary Kasparov 

and failed to retake it inmitoy, • 
subsequent matches. toA later 


with the most maligning 
accusations, from being a 
match-fixer, a dirty columnist, to 
being called a shrewd politician. 
They say Kmchnof's family was so 
intensely thipatenetltiurlng the 
matchatBagiqtoi^in 197gtl^t 



r 


SPOT LIGHT 


Florendo Campcunanes enabled 
him to cancel the 1984 match 
against Kasparovas he hadh^n 
to tin, and his title was threatened. 

About his recent performances. 
It has been pointed out that he has 
not won a single tournament 
against the top 10 competitors, 
since his amazing victory at Linares 
in 1994 He has, however, fled for 
the top spot in some high«Ievel 
tournaments, but when Kramnik, 
Anand, Topalov and company are 
in business, he does not quite 
manage to keep up the pace. 
Besides, in terms of rating too, he 
trails them all, placed sixth with 
2735, having lost ten pomts over 
the last six months. 

But ail this has distracted us from 
viewing his amazmg chess career 


He is the top representative of his 
generation, wlflch came ^er the 
strongest generation of chess 
players in history Thepenod 
between 1955 and 1965 saw 


players like Keres, Tal, Botvinnik, 
GeUer, Bronstein, Smyflov, 
Petrosian, Gligmic, Poiugaevsky. 
Spassky, Larsen, Fischer, 
Korchnoi, Portisch, Hortand 


Najdorf who were all capable trf 
winning the world title. 

Even the supposedly 
secc^-dass Soviet Grandmasters 
like Kotov and Zaitsev were 
capable of winning the USSR 
Championship regarded in those 
days as the miniature World 
Championship. 

But when Fischer disappeared, 
Katpov was faurgely alone at die 
fop. The few players vdtomigln 
have been considered fopo^ble 
as his oompetltmrs allfpast 

their prime; mily Korchiuri se«med 
to 4eiy this theory, pecpk of ffls, 
geoerafloh like Thnmim, Btuebner, 
Rihh, IjubplcviG AntlerSsoi^ 
Beiiiavi^ and Mjlles ^ercbst 
Kai^tmysleefk 

gatpi^hv has 








and Karpov has a 60% success rate 
against others horn his age group. 
So, his maihcballen^rs Until the 
emerpmce of Kasparov w«idrawn 
£rom die previous generation who 
were ail ten to twenty years older 
than him. Karpov, obviously, had 
an edge. 

On the other hand, the present 
|imetati(»of(46yer»‘>->|Qra^^ ‘ 
Ariand, Ttipaloy and companip^ 


I 

the strongest since the Fifties. That ’ 
Karpov does not win as often as he , 
did before, has to do as much with t 
the high level of the recent group of ^ 
players as h does with Kaipov's 
age. Yet, with his near r 

perfea technique and flawless 
defeiK^, he continues to perform 
at the top level of chess quite 
respectihlyforhlsage. , 

AiiialcPaul 


eta 
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SPOT LIGHT 


have probably reached hitn in a 
wheelchair in the match in Lausanne 
What IS important in chess is to keep a 
poker face, cheating your opponent of 
the valuable half point is no crime, the 
ability to do that is a virtue and that 
distinguishes the best from the rest 
Anand showed that he had clearly 


learnt a lot from his experience of 
previous world championships It 
began from the third round and ended 
with his win in the final game of the 
match in Lausanne His winning 
created the first precedent of a 
challenger beating the champion in 
the final game in a do-or-die situation 


The whole game, right from his 
choice of opening (the rarely played 
Trompovsky) to inducing Karpov to 
make the terrible blunder and the 
execution of the advantage was 
deeply commendable, since in spite o: 
his grave situation, there was not the 
slightest hint of desperation The fact 




SECOND TO NONE 

Both V. Anand and Anatoly Karpov had an 
interestin0 team of seconds to help them 


T his was Anand's second 
world championship final 
and with the experience of 
more than half a dozen matches, 
he evidently knew the importance 
of preparation for the mega-event. 
He got a reminder yet again in 
the very first game of his match 
against Karpov when a prepared 
opening shocker upset his 
homework, and he had to give in. 
In game 3, Karpov dug up more of 
his homework but this time it 
wasn't much successful. But 
anyway, Karpov is one who came 
to this world championship with 
the most extra-ordmariiy vast 
expenence of 2 57 world 
championship games, indudmg 
three successful defenses of his title 
and a wm against Anand in 1991. 
He certainly deserves respect and 
to play him in a title encounter 
demands a lot of preparation. 

The most usual way of preparing 
is to hire some players, presenter 
former and experienced trainers 
called ‘seconds' in chess parlance, 
apart from fitness experts and even 
psychologists who assist in getting 
the player mto the best shape 
physlc^y and mentally. Every top 
player, nght from the ftfnes, has 
had a team of hisnwn, with the 
sole exception of Bobby Fisher 
who dismissed their role 
cc^pletely by saying, "I don't like 
seconds because i hate giving chess 
lessons. 

In Pisher'i les, the seepnda 





were more important than they are 
today. They have the usual 
function of preparing the openings 
for the player (which these days 
may be more complex than what 
they used to be earlier, as more 
games are played now than 
before), plus ^e additional 
responsibility of analysing the 
games when they are adfoumed 
while their boss gets some sleep. 

These days ^mes are played tiU 
they are hitished, and though one 
function of the seconds has been 
cut off by the rules, their workload 
seems not to have been reduced by 
much. This hew, dreadful 
knock-out formi|la has certainly 
made their masters iash their 
whips at them mWre frequently 
than ever before. Now you need a 
great amount of variety, and 
where could it come from except 
from the heads of the seconds, and 
the thirds, and the fourths... 

Anand's seconds did a 
reasonably good job for him, 
which is evident from the fact that 
he beat the system well Anand, 
who is ever so discreet about the 
choices he makes, made quite ^ 
interesting team for hims^ 

While retailing his icmg thne 
friend arid trainer Blizahartlt^ava , 
(whoke^histahi;>ra0ryht^'i ’ 
Madridlumini;a&the^^ 
he has nearly Wahhhhairt:;i 
Artur Yusupo^ 

faisnt had tihib,to4wfeMfw^4 


years now), be also included 
18-year-old Hungarian 
Grandmaster Peter Leko (to give 
him chess lessons?), dropping 
American Patrick Wolff and 
Jonathan Speelman 

Leko, the most surprising 
recruit, was eliminated from this 
world championship innocuously 
in the very first round Formerly, 
he broke the world records of 
Fisher and Judith Polgar^ to 
become the youngest Grandmaster 
m 1994, until it was re-wntten by 
Etienne Baaot last year. Currently 
rated 2670, he is ranked 16th in the 
world now. 

Yusupov Is a player of immense 
experience, and still plays; he got to 
the third round in the knock-outs 
where he lost to Zoltan Almasl. 
Anand then meralessly exacted 
revenge in round 4. Poor Almasi 
got a 2-0 bashing. Yusupov is a 
product of the school of the great 
Mark Dvoretsky, to which even 
Kasparov owes a lot. 

Formerly With Kasparov's teem, 
Yusupov is an asset to Vlshy's 
team, for his great depth of 
Ipiowiedge In chess theories and 
power of analysis, though maybe 
he cannot use it for his own good 
very much. He is rated 263(1, and 
iinoe is sSi^ly out of playing 
regular tournaments (due to his 
cotnmhim<nts to Anand's tight 
schedu^j, he is ranked 42ndJ|n 
the world. 

^ ThmoisoTmuchtobesaidaboiit 
He|mdAft|y(iclfpnR) one 
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that Karpov had a crushingly good 
record against the Trompovsky, and 
had recently beaten Adams and , 
Topalov's attempts to surprise.him 
with it, gives an idea of Anand's 
immense self-belief. 

These two matches, against 
Khalifman and Karpov displayed the 




any playeiroja with, ^ ^' 

backed by svt^ a takhted team, he 
,, wasatong^adyet^aiY’ 

extended hts team of seoinds to 

Include cvaithtnfe and fdu^s. He 
came to Lau&anne tvith four 
members: the e:^erien^ 

Vladimir Tukm^oy and Mikhail 
Ppdgaets and the h^lly active 
players Alexander,.Oafachuk arid 
JaanBhlVest, , 

Grandmasters Ehlvest and 
Onisdiuk pliay a lot and are rated 
ionnldablyt^th 2AlO), ad4!, > 

though the older members" of the 
team, Tukmakov and Ppdgaets 
mt^t have lost thi^ tactical 
; alci^essbecause df ala^ of . 
comikdti^ 

In deddingstrat^esamd 
analysing die opw^fSplaydd by - 
the defcridittg^iiamj^lon^ 

Sip^ivMethe ^i^ershecp^t^^ 

’ to outdo their bpipdneht's work, 
the seconds work In the hotel 
ropm So even though they might 
put In their best effort:^ they 
' cgniidt complettdy detenolne how 
weU their dow. They have an 

adyatnage over their matters in the 
inatkT of finanfialivtiHns fioma. 
joiai^ . 

■ jll^YS bfetomi 

i Toby;: A^wnd's Mend f nd 

'^^oIOglstirom^iUrKt / . 




Wife Amni looks up ot hor husband after ha 
won tha sixth and final game to lavel the score, 
3-3. Sadly, the next day was gloom for Aruna as 
Anand lost insxpllcaUy 

unnerving psychological strength of 
the Indian Grandmaster, and his 
survival up to the final regulation time 
game showed his extra-ordinary 
stamina, both physical and mental. 
Recent studies have shown that a 
session of tournament chess results in 
as much loss of energy as in a boxing 
bout of equal duration. 

It is presumably impossible even for 
the likes of Mike Tyson and George 
Foreman to survive the kind of 
exhaustion Anand had to contend 
with. He was complaining ol feeling 
tired right from the second game of 
the match against Gelfand in round 6, 
the quaner-finals, and had to play 


some 17 games after that. 

Michael Adams was another player 
who seemed physically quite capable 
of enduring the hard format. His feat 
of winning the equal of an English 
lottery against Nigel Short, after 
playing Peter Svidler and Lock Van 
Wely to dead exhaustion, and 
subsequently holding Anand to eight 
straight draws was quite respectable. 
However, Boris Gelfand, on the other 
hand, who was one of the most 
experienced customers in the later 
rounds, was in no way equal to the 
task ever. He did not win a single 
regulation time game, winning all the 
matches up to round 5 in tic-breakers 
and meekly giving in to Anand 1.5-0.5 
in round 6. 

He was perhaps the luckiest of all 
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SPOT LIGHT 


! THE WAR GAME 

I Chess is not realty placid or peaufitl as it appears 
on the surface 


i / / f| " ■^HE natural attitude of 
I I the individual towards 

I JL his fellow men" wrote 

, Alexis Carrell "is one of strife." 

^ That may be why chess has such an 
, attraction for the human mind. It is 
war but a safe and playful one. 

But for men who sit across a 
' table, a chess set separating them, it 
is not merely a game. It is a matter 
of life and death and the desire to 
win is intense. 

* There is a strange attraction for 

' the game of chess. It is similar to the 
1 attraction we feel for a great 
painting—an exquisitely simple 
game to learn and play and yet so 
very alluringly complex. Even a 
> child can play the game, but in a 
world class championship, the 
' complexities that unfold during 
^ the course of a game, can leave one 
. amazed and stunned. 

Chess, as a game, has lasted for 
thousands of years. It originated in 
India and used to be played by the 
comtemplative Hindus. Later on, it 
. went aaoss Persia into the West. 

* Today, chess is played all over the 
world and in Russia, it is an 

^ extremely popular sport. 

It has always puzzled non-chess 
playing people how such a simple 
game attracts so much of loyalty 
' and devotion. Ernest Jones, a 
' psychologist and the official 
J biographer of Sigmund Freud, 

' studied chess and chess players in 
I general. He came to a startling 
I conclusion. 

j According to him, chess is a 


game of symbolism. The king 
represents the father, while its 
most savage attacker, the queen, 
represents the mother. This, says 
Jones, has a similarity to the fa^ly 
in which the mother is pitted 
against the father. 

But nowadays, most 
psychologists discount the sexual 
symbolism theory. They argue that 
if the theory is correct, most of the 
great players should have come 
from unhappy, cooflia-ridden 
families. But that is not true. Most 
top players have come from 
nonnal, happy families without 
any emotioiial conflict between 
the parents. 

In fact, a study of chess 
champions have noted major 
dissimilarities among renowned 
champions: 

Emmanuel Laskar who was the 
World Champion from 1894 to 
1912 was a philosopher and a 
mathematidan. The satisfaction he 
derived from chess was purely 
Intelleaual. 

On the other hanJpiimh 
Capablanca from CiUi (W^d 
Champion, 1921-2/^ wasarake 
and ehjoyed othev games like 
bridge, teotnis and allegedly the 
pursuit of Women. 

Anoth!^ champion, with a 
different'character, was Alexander 
Alekhine (1927-35,37-46) who 
has been described by psychologist 
Reuben Pine as the 'sadid of the 
chess world'. He married five 
times, was an Anti-Semite and an 


alcoholic. But most other chess ! 

stalwarts, including Anatdy 

Kaipov, lead a dean life, devoting 
most of their time and energy to 
chess. I 

It is a game that reveals the | 

innate characteristics of an : 

individual. For example,*in Russia, 
the players who grew up during 
the reign of the Czars, were 
romantic in nature like Alexander f 
Alekhine. 

But later on, under the ! 

Communist regime, most players ] 

tended to concentrate on ‘ 

establishing strong defensive * 

positions, which refleded a 
national feeling of threat. 

Certainly, the Russian 
champions since 1948, seldom ' 

launched an attack early in thdr 
games. They preferred to win by 
attrition and a late counter-attack, ^ 

as Karpov normally does, 1 

Consdously or not, this could be a : 

re-enactment of Napoleon's 1812 
campaign and the second World ' 

War in which Hitler's blitzkrieg fell ^ 
to Russian doggedness. I 

Furthermore, Soviet players j 

seem to be more wilUng than most, j 
to settle fora draw, which gains '< 

them half a point, rather than go s 

all out and risk a loss. K 

PerhajK, one of the most j 

compelling reasons why chess is so | 
atuactiveisthatitlstrulyagreat > 

leveller. Status, position, or wealth | 
does not confer any singular | 

advantage. Only your grey cdls, a 
phenomenal memory and the gift 
of precise logical thinking matters 
in the final analyris. 

Shevlin Sebastian 

This artlol* oncmaOv eubiMhwl 'Speruwort(r. 

ZethOMwnbtr, ISU 


the quarter-iinahsts, while the more 
experienced and formidable Vassily 
Ivanchuk, Vaselin Topalov, Judith 
Polgar and Valery Salov got edged out 
in rounds 2-3 due to complete 
confusion as to how to improvise. All 
this indicates how very challenging 
the nature of the contest was, and had 
aa 


it not been for the unfair advantages 
granted to Karpov, what a world 
champion this Championships would 
have determined—the most 
energetic, the most cunning and the 
most cautious, all in one person. 
Could we call him the most capable 
man, and chess the most masculine 


sport? Oh, that's probably a sexist 
comment! 

It was certainly interesting for the 
people standing by the wings, 
particularly those with big ideas about 
the next time, to see how the players 
negotiated the new format, which at 
the beginning seemed so suspect and 




unpredictable Karpov said that the 
one who reaches Lausanne would 
either be the luckiest or the best 
prepared or, in the sense, the most 
capable Anand proved it is the 
capable who survives this format But 
the contest also proved that chess is 
not best served by being like football 
or tennis, though this might attract 
more sponsorship and advenising 
The short matches, the tirmg 
schedule, the idiotic tie-breaking rules 
this format introduced breaking the 
hundred year plus tradition, produced 
a miserably poor quality of chess This 
makes it clear that longer matches 
and properly rested players produce a 
better quality of chess But sadly, this 
new format will continue, contrary to 
the popular expectation that 
something altogether new will replace 

It 

FIDE has assured everyone that 
through this experiment they have 
identified its faults, and the future 
editions will be designed so that 
nobody has an undue advantage 
What certainly itai;sures them about 
this format is Anand's wlnnihg the 
knockouts, which shows it is hot 
altc^ether a “lottery" as he had called 
it before 


Michaal Adams strstchas out a congratulatoiy 
hand to Anand aftnr bo losas in iha tio-broakor 
in tbosami final 

Anand is increasingly emerging as a 
player whose rate of improvement is 
quite threatening (his every 
tournament shows at least a marginal 
improvement over the last) and he 
knows how to maintain the balance 
between learning performing and 
using his learning in his performance 
So in spite of the demanding 
tournament schedules, still not as bad 
as cricket though, Anand manages 
time for extensive homework before 
every major event 
The idea he employed to beat the 
knockout formula was to bring in a lot 
more flexibility and variety than we 
have seen before The advantage of it 
was that he managed to keep his 
opponents guessing and none 
excepting Karpov could trip him up 
with any premeditated plan 
Anand is certainly going to use his 
experience of this time in thd coming 
editions, and his preparation for this 
tournament will be invaluable to the 
ones he plays subsequently But 
nevertheless, he is the second player 
in the history of chess to have lost to 
two different world champions in less 


than three years the first being 
Botvinnik in the late fifties 
Anand himself admits that losing a 
world championship is always very 
difficult to negotiate with It retjuires a 
player to make a lot of readjustments 
to survive It We have the example of 
Short who took a lot of time to 
recover from his loss to Kasparov in 
1 99X although he hasn t made a 
signiticam mark after that Anand 
who seemed not to have had much 
trouble getting back to the circuit 
following his loss in 1995 sayshegot 
over his disappointment by deciding 
to give himself some space, by staying 
away from tournaments and his 
laboratory for a while and got back 
without any major ideas for the time 
being Things went well and Anand 
was soon back in business 
This loss though, might have had 
much stronger impressions on him, 
but IS likely to have relatively little or 
no bearing at all As Anand says I 
would like to remember it as winning 
a very strong tournament That is not 
exaggerated at all, and if Anand can 
truly overlook the fact that he blew 
the best opportunity to win the world 
chess title, he should not have much 
difficulty continuing the way he is • 
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■ ■ Mk Meet the tireless medio 

■|J MM I and an Arjuna Awardee 

I who used to strike terror 

■ mm MHl^r ■ in the hearts of his 

opponents 


F rom the by-lanes of 

Hyderabad to the lush green 
lawns of the Tata Football 
Academy, Jamshedpur, 
Mohammed Habib sure has come a 
long way In fact, it has been one hell 
of a journey for Habib, mostly through 
the slush of the Calcutta Maidan 


where he spent the best part of his 
illustrious career 
If there is one thing about Habib 
which strikes you most is his honesty 
and dedication Anybody who has 

Giving a pnp-ialk to tbo boys in tko 
Acodomy ground 


played with him or followed his career 
closely will tell you about his 
never-say-die attitude on the field 
Technically, he may not have been 
a role model for youngsters, but what 
he lacked in this respea, Habib more 
than made up with his guts and 
gumption In many ways, Habib was a 




natural ball player. 

A tireless medio in the attacking 
mould, Habib used to strike terror in 
the hearts of his opponents with his 
sudden bursts of speed or a telling 
through which, more often than not. 
snatched a draw or a win from the 
jaws of a defeat. 

His first steps in the game were 
taken in the city of Charmmar and it 
was not before 1966 when Habib 
arrived at the Mecca of Indian football 
—Calcutta. The Maidan sharks 
(agents of Big Three clubs) had 
spotted Habib's undoubted talents 
and lured him away with the promise 
of a glorious future. 

East Bengal was Habib's first club in 
Calcutta though subsequently he 
went on to play for Mohun Bagan as 
well as Mohammedan Sporting with 
distinction. 

In fact, after a couple of seasons 
with East Bengal, Habib moved to 
Mohun Bagan in 1968-69. However, 
he switched back to the red and 
yellow colours m 1970-71 and was 
part of the outfit during the early 
Seventies considered to be the golden 
period in the club's history. 

In 1975-76, Habib changed colours 
again, albeit to Mohammedan 
Sporting's black-and-white to which 
he returned again in 1978-79 after a 
couple of years with Bagan. 

In the fitness of thmgs, it was with 
Bast Bengal that Habib ended his 
career in 1981 -82 after playing 
"professionally" for 14 years. 
However, the end was not as pleasant 
as Habib would have liked. 

In fact, one of Habib's biggest 
regrets in life is that he was "dropped" 
along with Sudhir Karmakar by coach 
Amal Dutta for the derby clash with 
Mohun Bagan. But that js history. It 
hardly takes away anything from 
Habib's glittering career during which 
he also went on lead the national team. 

Habib's international debut was in 
1965 in the Asian Youth Cup in 
Tokyo. As a senior, his fint outing was 
in the Merdeka Cup in 1967. Habib 
was also a part of the Indian t<am 
which won bronze in successive Asian 
Games in 1970 and 1974 in Bangkok 
and Teheran, respectively. In 



Habili’t batt moinant ia IHa cama when Paia 
ambracad Mm aflar Iba axbibitlan tia batwaan 
Coaaiot aad Bagan at tba Edan Gardans 

between, Habib played in the 
pre-Olympic meet in Rangoon 
Habib was decorated with the 
Aijuna Award in 1980-81. But, for 
Habib, his best moment in life came 
when King Pele embraced him after 
the exhibition match between 
Cosmos and Mohun Bagan in 1977. 

"It was easily the biggest moment in 


my life. Most of us have only read 
about Pele's exploits or seen some of 
the matches on video. 

"I consider myself extremely 
fortunate that I was able to play 
against him in an exhibition match. 
And mind you, it was competitive 
enough. 

"After the match, Pele came up and 
hugged me for my efforts against his 
club. It was the ultimate honour for 
me—to be lauded by someone who is 
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considered to be the greatest player 
the world has ever known. The 
memories of that moment I will take it 
to my grave," Habib recollects fondly. 

After he quit playing, Habib 
enrolled himself with the NIS for a 
diploma in coaching. In 1985, he 
joined the TFA which was launched 
with much fanfare the next year. Life 
for Habib, who will be celebrating his 
50th birthday next year, at the 
Academy more or less follows a set 
pattern. "I have to be with the boys so 
f have to follow the same routine as 
has been chalked out for them." 

An average day for Habib begins at 
around 5.30 am. After Namaz and a 
cup of tea, he isoff to the Academy. 
From 6.30 to 9,30 am he is with the 
boys at the ground, teaching them the 
basics. Then, after a quick shower and 
change of clothes he sits down fi^th 
the cadets at breakfast. 

From 10*30 to 12.30 he attends to 


Habib taliM iims offto h«m bit TTtkills wHb a 
traintt 


paperwork in the office. He rides his 
scooter back home for lunch. 

He is back at the ground at 4 pm for 
some practice with the boys. The 
evening sessions last two hours. 

Once in a week, Habib takes theory 
classes for the pupils who are also 
shown video clippings of panicular 
matches or moves to help them 
improve their game. Habib has made it 
a point to videotape all TFA's matches 
in major tournaments so that it can be 
played back to the boys whdn they 
"come back to the Academy. "It makes 
a lot of sense. It is not enough for me to 
tell a defender where he went wrong. 

1 use the video to show him how he 
went wrong," says Habib. 

In the evening, he occasionally 
joins the boys for a swim or a game of 


table tennis by way of relaxation. The 
rest of the evening is spent with the 
family when they are around. 
"Otherwise, I read some books, watch 
a little TV, say my prayers, have my 
dinner and go to bed by 10 pm." 

A very religious person, Habib says 
his Namaz five times a day no matter 
whether he is at the Academy or away 
on tour svith the boys. "Whatever I 
have got or achieved in life it is 
because of Allah's wishes," Habib says 
with all humility. 

Still fit, Habib still has a lot to offer to 
Indian football. "My greatest 
satisfaction is that so many of my 
pupils have gone on to play for India. 

It is my humble contribution to a 
game which has given me everything 
in life," says Habib with a voice 
choked with efnotion as he bids adieu 
and rides away to begin another day. 

Sumit Mukherjee 

W4OT0GBAPHS SHINIVAS 
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I N early 1987 Arthur Ashe 
warned “While tennis is 
booming in Germany 
Argentina, Australia and France, 
the sport is in deep trouble in the U S 
Our base of good plavers is eroding If 
nothing's done the bottom is going to 
drop out of the top after McEnroe and 
Connors 

America's slide as a tennis power 
continued —and worsened with Chris 
Even s retirement in 1989—but that 
was not the case with the men's 
section In successive years the new 
generation of stars Michael Chang 
(1989 French Open), Pete Sampras 
(1990US Open),JimCourier(1991 
French Open) and Andre Agassi 
(1992 Wimbledon) soon smashed 
through with Grand Slam triumphs 
All except for Chang 
who IS endowed with less talent and 
size, ranked No 1 while 
Sampras emerged as 
the undisputed superstar of the 1990s 
However no resurgence even 
remotely comparable took place in 
women s tennis in America Although 
top-tenners Jennifer Capnati and 
Lindsay Davenport captured gold 
medals at the 1992 and 1996 
Olympics respectively no 
born-in-the-USA female has won a 
Slam title since Evert, then 31 at 
Roland Garros in 1986 Fortunes have 
plummeted so low that only one 
American 25-year-old Mary Joe 
Fernandez reached the French Open 
quarterfinals in 97 And for the 
first time since 1913 no American 
woman found a place in the 
Wimbledon quarterfinals 
Echoes of Ashe s dire warning came 
from Sampras after he cruised to his 
fourth Wimbledon and tenth overall 
major title The thing that 
concerns me is after we're done 
There s really not another young 
American coming up right now 
pointed out Sampras 'So I think the 
Americans are going to have to enjoy 
what they have right now because I 
really don t see anyone coming up to 
do what Andre, Michael and I have 
done'' 

Clear-eyed Sampras is no 
Cassandra One stark fact tells it all no 
American man aged 23 or younger 
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ranks in the world’s top 100 The 
rising stars at recent Grand Slam 
tournaments—1996 French Open 
champion Yevgeny Kafelnikov (23), 

1997 Australian Open runner- up 
Carlos Moya (20) and 1997 French 
Open champion Gustavo Kuerten 
(20) —all were spawned in foreign 
lands The same holds true for other 
young hotshots like ^ 

Marcello Rios (21), Mark 
Philippoussis (20) Magnus 
Norman (21), surprise Wimbledon 
quarterfinalist Nicolas Kiefer (20) and 
Tommy Haas (19) Noted coach Nick 
Bollettierl raves that Haas' has the 
potential to be as good as, or better 
than any player ever to come out of 
the academy And that includes 
Andre Agassi 

Ah yes, whatever happened to the 
garishly attired, frosted blond, 
shaggy-haired God-tearing (he often 
avowed that religion was his highest 
priority ) Las Vegas heartthrob, the 
flamboyant rebel without a cause 
except perhaps for a fanatical father 
who overdosed him on tennis and for 
a tennis academy he hated’’ 

Too often Agassi was sidetracked by 
endorsements—like a reported $100 
milion Nike deal and the ironically 
famous' Image is everything ' Canon 
camera commercial—his fleet of cars, 
jet airplane, general sloth and laziness 
and gorgeous aaress Brooke Shields 
But when he was focused and 
winning, he tired up interest in tennis 
more than anyone in the past ten 
years especially among youngsters 

Although underachieving Andre 
was upset in his first three Grand Slam 
finals, he grabbed championships at 
Wimbledon (1992), the U S Open 
(1994) and the Australian (1995) He 
also cupped the gold medal at the 
weak-fielded Atlanta Olympics, and 
unlike other less-patriotic American 
stars, nearly always played Davis Cup 
and racked up a splendid 24-4 singles 
record 

But a tough foift-set loss to Sampras 
in the 1995 U S Open final jolted 
Andre's fragile psyche Not even 
savvy coach and motivator Brad 
Gilbert could revitalize his passion to 
compete for the next two years How 
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top tennis players have changedi 
After ultimate warrior Connors lost to 
arch rival Bjorn Borg at Wimbledon in 
1978, he solemnly vowed: "I'll follow 
the S.O.B.(Borg) to the ends ol the 
earth. Everywhere he turns, he'll see 
my shadow." 

Instead of redoubling his 
commitment and chasing Sampras, 
Agassi piayed haifheartedly in 1996 
Australian and U.S. Open semifinal 
losses to Michael Chang and 
inexcusably skipped the first three 
Grand Slams in 1997. His 
disappearing act robbed tennis of 
exactly what it needs most: a 
compeiling, continuing rivalry and a 
charismatic star. 

While a champion doesn't have to 
be controversial, like the 1970s and 
'80s bad boys Connors and 
McEnroe's, to be interesting, 
American kidsjust aren't turned on by 
the placid Sampras. Tony Trabert, a 
sporting champion from the more 
innocent 1950s believes society, and 
not Sampras, should be blamed for 
that 

"He's being criticized for not being 
more colourful. But you don't need to 
be a buffoon to be a great champion," 
stresses Trabert, now a TV tennis 
analyst for CBS and ESPN. "If some 
people think he is boring, how do they 
describe Rod Laver, Bjorn Borg, 

Arthur Ashe, Stan Smith and Don 
Budge? They minded their business, 
made no scenes and yet were special 
champions They weren't big stones 
because they went out late with 
prostitutes or got caught driving 
drunk or bit somebody's ear off. If 
Roseanne Barr is the most-watched 
television show in America, that tells 
us that we really have gone downhill." 

Even so Tiger Woods's engaging 
personality and ready smile have 
ignited a worldwide golf boom, while 
tennis' popularity in Amenca has 
leveled off, at best, during Sampras's 
reign. "There is no question it would 
be a plus if Pete were more outgoing," 
acknowledges Trabert. "But Pete is 
not a bubbly, quirky kind of guy who 
will give you a lot of great quotes." 

Tennis and golf have long played 
Second fiddle to baseball baseketball 


and football on the American sports 
scene, and likely always will. 
However, with the advent of Open 
Tennis in 1968, the tie breaker in 
1970, increased TV coverage of major 
tournaments and the wildly 
entertaining Billie Jean King-Bobby 
Riggs "Battle of the Sexes" 
extravaganza in 1973, tennis' 
popularity as a participation and 
spectator sport skyrocketed to all-time 
highs in the mid-and late- 1970s. 
"There has never been a sports 
explosion in this country to compare 
with the tennis explosion," wrote 
Herbert Warren Wind in his 1979 
book. Game, Set and Match. 

Pam Shriver grew up and 
developed her game during that 


exciting era and gained the U.S.Open 
final in 1978 as a 16-year-old prodigy. 
She believes we must look back to 
those "Tennis Boom" years to 
understand America's tennis decline 
today. 

"Tennis caught on then as a trendy, 
thing-to-do sport. Peof^e were 
playing tennis not because the 
infrastructure was there, but because 
tennis was cool," recalls Shriver. 
"There were wonderful stars like 
Billie Jean King, Chris Evert and 
Jimmy Connors, and the Australians. 
It was the golden era of professional 
tennis, and people were caught up in 
the aura of the sport." 

From 5.5 million tennis players 
reported in a 1960 census through 10 

ACTION PLUS 
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million players basiil on a 1970 
Nielsen survey the Tennis Boom 
created 19 2 million Aim iicans who 
played tennis more than ihr< e times a 
month by 1996 attoidm)> to another 
Nielsen report Otlii r siirvt ys put the 
total iigiire at U) million players or 
even more Ainenians bought three 
times as many icnms balls in 1979 as 
m 1970 the approximately 50 indoor 
tennis clubs m 1960 burgeoned to 
1 500 by 1979 and tennis televised by 
the thice eonime leial naiional 
networks grew Irom only two percent 
ol the total time allotted to spoits in 
1971 lo I 5 percent by 1976 

Lveiy trend, every boom gets back 
to reality explains Shrivcr Once 
tennis returned to reality it needed 
the programs and the leagues and the 
grass-roots system lo hold on to a 
strong core playing group And that s 
what we dicin t have then The USTA 
was slow to recognise it slow to build 
the inlrastructure 

Shriver believes that the USTA s 
glowing affiliation with local parks 
and recreation departments and with 
school systems especially elementary 
schools, will help capture young 
players You need to get kids 6 to 10 
caught on to tennts instead ol soccer 
Once you do that, the pool of players is 
much bigger and then within ten 
years it s so much easier to produce 
top players in a player development 
piogram 

Whatever the debatable reasons 
the USTA Player Development 
Program which was created in 1987 
to rc store America s former tennis 
supre macy has failed to produce new 
stars with the notable exception ol 
Davcnpoit Despite the USTA s 
120 regioinl naming centers around 
thecouniiyaiuia slate of the-arl 
national training center m Key 
Biscayne Florida rrabert says At 
tlic moment you can t rate it (the 
PDP) very well Wc rc spending a lot 
of money ($5 6 million this year) but 
obviously we re missing some thing 
somewhere 

Robert 1 ansdorp a highly regarded 
junior coach who has guided Tracy 
Austin Jiisiin 

Gimelsiob and Davenport told Inside 
Temi/itl at the PDP is a fiasco They 
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haven t developed anybody in the last 
seven years They rum more kids than 
they help Critical of the national 
team setup where the leading juniors 
travel with and arc coached by USTA 
staffers 1 ansdorp charges, 'They are 
trying to destroy the relationship 
amongst the player the coach and the 
parents 

Nick Bollcttieri whose proposals 
have often been rebuffed by the 
USTA ihmksihat the solution is to 
dev flop minorities in the inner cities 
and he wants to dti it himself Ashe 
used to aver that if blac ks were given a 
chance they would takeover' 
tenmsjust as they ve domtnated 
many other sports 

Trabert isn t convinced though 
Just because we build courts and 
work with kids m the inner city 
doesn t mean we re going to get back 
up on the tennis map he says Kids 
in the inner city want to put two 
hoojis up and play basketball and try 
to be Michael Jordan 1 here aren't 
many who want to be Arthur Ashe " 

Instant gratifiction, Trabert 
contends is much of what's wrong 
with American tennis He d like to get 
rid of the 10 12,14 16 and 
18 and under age divisions for 
sanctioned tournament competition 
'because those categories make the 
parent the kid and the coach happy 
The 12-ycar-old kid can win with a 
good forehand and a litle running, and 
everybody s happy The 14-year-old 
with belter legs a forehand and a little 
bit of a serve can win But when he 
finally gets uji m the big league he 
doesn't have a complete game and he 
can t beat anybody So he disappears " 

Trabert recommends that the USTA 
restore the 15-and-underand 
18-and-under categories that were 
discontinued 35 years ago ' Then you 
gc t pretty good up to 15 and maybe 
win (the national junior 
champonshipsat) Kalamazoo 
—which I never did—and then at 16 
you move up and play 18-year-olds 
They beat your brains out, and you 
think Wow'I ve got a lot of work to 
do So you continue to try to impove 
your game, and you become a 
well rounded player That's not the 



way It IS now " 

Interestingly, the ambitious 
Sampras both opted for the 
well-rounded game and decided not 
to coast against beatable opposition m 
his own age group Instead, he 
'played up" against older, bigger and 
better players, a challenge that 
undoubtedly helped him reach his 
tremendous potential 
Easy money also induces instant 
gratification "The problem is that 
when kids get started and they make 
some money, it may be more money 
than they thought existed in the 
world, depending on where they 
came from," says Trabert "They get 
complacent They stan out hungry, 
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but after a little success, they say, 'Gee, 
this IS neat' And they don't want to 
work hard enough to move further up 
the ladder " 

During Wimbledon, former 
three-time champion and NBC tennis 
analyst McEnroe declared "I'm 
personally embarrassed by the sport. 
I'm embarrassed by the lack of interest 
in the sport" 

This Mac Attack was on target The 
miserable 2 4 rating for Sampras's 
lopsided viaory in the Wimbledon 
men's singles hnal was the lowest 
ever. Although the final did feature a 
few exciting rallies and not merely a 
succession of aces and putaway 
volleys. It's easy to agree with 


Courier's contenuon that "Our tennis 
IS incredibly bonng (on grass) " Any 
sport faces big trouble when it 
presents its worst performances at it's 
most prestigious annual event 
Lack of rallies, finesse and strategy 
on clay at Roland Garros couldn t 
explain why NBC recorded an all-time 
low French Open rating of 1 7 Here 
the terrible TV ratings both caused and 
reflected the "malaise" McEnroe 
decried As Evert noted about the final 
between likeable but unknown 
Brazilian Gustavo Kuerten and 
colourless Spaniard Sergi Bruguera, 
"Who is there to root for'^" 

Unless a star captures the sporting 
public's imagination, the masses 


won't watch pro tennis on TV or go to 
tournaments But if the masses don't 
get fired up about the sport, the 
shrinking grass-roots base will yield 
few, if any, champions 
Even if this vicious cycle ends, the 
good old days of American tennis 
superiority may never return The rest 
of the world has caught up with us, 
and with quality programs and new 
facilities and tournaments sprouting 
up from Uruguay to Uzbekistan, new 
talent will surely emerge, too 
When asked if she could save 
Amencan tennis, 17-year-old black 
phenom Venus Starr Williams replied 
"1 think so " Let's hope she s not a star 
m name only || 
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Australia lifted the women's World Cup trophy, living up to their tag of 
favourites. As for India, even though they lost in the semi final, the future 
looks bright 


T he World Cup ended in 

triumph for the Aussies The 
Belinda Clark led Australians 
proved worthy of the 
pre World Cup tag of being the 
favourites Their sheer 
professionalism was evident by the 
way they demolished the lesser teams 
m the league stage They also showed 


their composure while playing India 
and New Zealand in the semt final 
and final respectively During the 
course of the World Cup the Aussie 
captain created quite a few records 
Notable among them was the fastest 

Bslinda Clark, the cafrtain of Australia, 
racotving iha World Gup from Chiof Ministar 
JyotiBotu 


century and the mammoth 229 
against Denmark She is undoubtedly 
the best batswoman m the world 
today 

The New Zealanders, on the other 
hand, finished runners-up once 
again Sadly, in the previous World 
Cup they also ended up being 
runners-up to England This time. 





Tin Ntw ZMland taam nmbara 
accompanying dancart during tha closing 
coromony 

they had veteran Webbie Hockley to 
carry them through thick and thin in 
their batting while Katrina Witters 
proved her all-round abilities. 
Mention must be made here of the 
Kiwis who tied the match against us. 
They held their wits till the end, to 
force a remarkable result. This was 
the first-ever tie in any of the World 
Cups till now. England, winners of the 
previous edition proved to be a 
disappointing lot, compared to their 
earlier performance. Thbir standard 
has definitely hit a low in the absence 
of Carol Hedges and Jo Chamberlain, 
though they have got a player for the 
future in young Charlotte Edwards. 
She 'll definitely serve England for a 
long time. 

Coming to India's performance it 

BaUnda Ctwk Iwd a VMV bnarMthw 
tdanaaMaL Ska scofMlhe fastest caalury aad 
a maaanstfi 221 agataft Daamark 



was one of mixed feelings. The very 
first match against Sri Lanka was 
washed out. In the remaining matches 
against the West Indies and the 
Netherlands, we weren't very 
impressive, though we won. 

Apart from this, we were deprived 
of the full quota of 50 overs due to bad 
weather which followed us 
everywhere we played. This 
prevented our batswomen from 
compiling big scores. Against New 
Zealand, poor batting towards the end 
and the needless runouts proved 
disastrous. This was one match which 
we should have won convincingly 
instead of being part of history. We 
had an easier quaner final against 
South Africa but again put pressure on 
ourselves by losing five wickets in 
chasing 80 odd runs. 

In the semi-final against Australia, 
bad weather once again proved to be a 
villain. The match was reduced to 32 
overs. We bowled and fielded 
brilliantly, to restria the high flying 
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Amaiingly, 60,000 spectators turned up for ttie 
final beuuse Hie Left Front government had 
arranged free transport 

Aussies to 123 We were in for a shock 
before we started batting when the 
umpires reduced the number ol overs 
to 30 

The Aussies with their left and right 
combination, wasted preaous time by 
shifting the sightscreen practically 


after each and every delivery Those 
two overs and poor running between 
the wickets once again, led to our exit 
from the World Cup It was a golden 
opportunity lost but certainly there is 
scope for improvement There are 
various areas where we can emulate 
the other teams, especially the 
professional approach of the Aussies, 
for example 


nin Australian and Nnw Zealand taamson 
tha podium after the compistion of tho 
final 

While the bowling carried us 
through in all the matches the batting 
sadly let us down If only the 
batswomen let the bat do all the 
talkingl 

We need to have at least two 
specialised batswomen who can stay 
and get big scores in the top and 
middle order instead of all-rounders 
We have mostly bowlers who can bat 
a bit instead of batswomen who can 
bowl a bit 

The future certainly looks good for 
the Indian team and the sport in 
particular which can be gauged by the 
fact that almost 60 000 people 
watched the final and thoroughly 
enjoyed it We had good support in all 
the places we played We certainly 
have the talent which, if rightly 
harnessed, can serve Indian women's 
cncket better 

Overall, the Worlcl Cup was a big 
success and the credit goes to the 
Women s Cricket Association of India 
(WCAI) for their good show against all 
odds 

PHOTOGRAPHS ASHOKE CHAKflABARTY 

Bhat 1$ the captain of the irKlian women s erteket team 
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comfortable hotels. Gill has also been 
criticised for arbitrary selection of 
team officials for foreign trips. 

The next chapter IHF Balance Sheet 
is also unique. Based on 2S 
parameters such as camp facilities, 
provision of kit, selection, promotion 
of domestic and junior hockey, 
Arumugam awards 130 marks to Gill 
out of 300 a mere 44%. This chapter 
shows that adhocism and nepotism 


TITLE: KUBER HOCKEY YEAR 
BOOK, 1998 
AUTHOR: SHANTI K. 
ARUMUGAM 

PUBLISHER: READ AND WRITE 
PAGES: 170 
PRICE: Rs.500 


T hrough the passing years, 
India has enjoyed more 
international success in 
hockey than in any other 
sport. Yet surprisingly, these successes 
have not evoked an outpouring of 
biographies or autobiographies or an 
fiverflow of hockey literature. To Hell 
With Hockey, a biography by Aslam 
Sher Khan and Golden Haf-fr/ck by 
Balbir Singh (Sr) are the only two 
well-known biographies easily 
available. Indian football is ably 
chronicled in regional languages, 
Bengali and Malayalam. However, 
literature on Indian hockey in 
regional languages is scant. 

The Kuber Year Book, 
paintstakingly compiled and written 
by hockey buff Shanti Arumugam, is a 
welcome addition to hockey 
literature. The author's perseverance 
deserves compliments. As hockey 
does not enjoy mass popularity in 
India, no publishing house was 
willing to publish this meticulously 
researched book. The author spent six 
months trying to procure a sponsor. 
Finally, Pradyuman Kumar Sharma, 
chairman of the Kuber Group (which 
sponsored the 1996 Champions 
Trophy at Chenna^came to the rescue 
and sponsored the book. 

There are ten different sections, 
each dealing with various aspeas of 
Indian hockey, ranging from domestic 
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Aalam SIrar Khan (extrema left) ralaaaing the 
book. Others in the picture are P.K.Sharma 
(centre) Chairman, Kuber Group and titSecy. 
HRD Ministry, S.Satyamurthi. (Inset) The 
author Shanti KAnimugam 

and international tournament results 
to detailed analysis ol the state of 
Indian hockey in this book. The aim is 
to promote and popularise the sport in 
India. As part of its piomotional drive, 
the author ensured that cash awards 
for the best players (men and women) 
and organiser were given during the 
official book release. The Oil and 
Natural Gas Commission (ONGC) 
sponsored these awards which arc to 
become an annual feature. 

The most fascinating chapters arc 
"Hollow Promise. Slow Progress 
politicking". It is noi Just a critique of 
Gill's regime. Arumugam shows that 
the historic efforts of selling the game 
to television and business houses did 
not percolate down to the players. He 
cites an instance of how despite a 
generous budget of Rs.60 lakhs, 
players stayed in dormitories during 
the 1997 Senior Nationals at 
Bangalore, but officials resided in 


still prevails in Indian hockey to the 
detriment ol the game. 

The chapter on the Pre-Olympic 
match-fixing scandal shows how 
India's prestige was tarnished. India 
became the first nation to achieve this 
dubious distinction in international 
hockey. There is verbatim 
reproduction of the FIH, IHF, 
Malaysian and Canadian hockey 
federations reports on this unseemly 
controversy. 

This year book is a labour of love by 
the author, is a solitary effort and so 
spelling and syntax errors have crept 
in. However, overall it is an apt social 
chronicle of Indian hockey. One 
hopes that Arumugam can maintain 
his enthusiasm and continue to 
produce these information 
Novy Kapadia 
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by a fielder off a rebound 
from another fielder's 
helmet? 


Q 


READERS' 

UIZ 


QUESTIONS I 


I Name the Indian 
. player to have batted 
m all positions from No I to 
No 10 

2 Name the cricketer 
, who has captained 
India in the maximum 
number of Tests 

3 Where and against 
» whom did India play 
their first Test match? 


Answer to OiiMtiM NeA 

6 Name the only player 
• to complete a hattnck 



9 “1 was the captam of 
»the England aicket 
team and had also made 
my name as an 
accomplished vlohonist." 
Who am P 

1 ^ How many 
1 .players have 
captained India in only one 
Test? 

I I Which cricket 
JL .groundin the 
world was the first to have 
light towers built for 
day-night cncket? 


ANSWERS 


4 which Indian 
« cricketer has more 
wickets to his name than 
runs in Test cricket’’ 

In cricket if you were 
. 'Mankading' what 
exaaly would you be 
doing’’ 

Answer to Qiwstion No.4 


with three Ibw deasions 

7 If the ball m play 
. touches a helmet kept 
on the ground behind the 
wicket-keeper by the 
fielding side, what would 
be the umpire's deasion’ 

8 Is the batsman given 
• out if a catch is taken 



Ik MnooMankad. ' 

t Sunil Gavaskar. 47 TestofAtiiiHn^' ' 

Against fingland at Lohj'Hk 
1932. 

4 B.S. Chandrashekhar. 242 vtdcketK 
run$;58testt. f » 

& You would run out the nibn'4|iQiikerlicl^ ' 
deUveringthebaU.ltwattMih^ltfiei'Vk^ ^ 
Mankad. 

1 Aqulb laved. 

7. The umpire would award five , ; 

battingside. ’ 

i. No, die batsman is hot outk 
9. Tony Lewis. 

14 Four. Hemu Adhfkaii Ghahdu Bmde. 
l*ankiy Roy and Ravi Shatui. 

11. The Sydney cricket ground. ^« 


I'lllS {)! U/I1/\S l;i 1 N ( OMIMI ii) 1^ 


JINBSH. P.THAMPl 
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All answers are *em in by the contributor. 

Readers are requested to sent in at least 20 
questions and answers accompanied by a 
pafifport size colour photograph with tneir quiz. 
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If A^haruddin dazzles you with his brilliant wrist-play, then Tendulkar serves 
you a feast of stroke play. Ideal examples for wannabe batsmen 


KAMALJUIIU 


I N cricket, as in life, the amount of 
success is totally determined by 
the effort that is put into the 
endeavour. It is not by chance 
that a player of the caliber of an Imran, 
a Gavaskar, a Border, or a Miandad 
sustains his excellence over a long 
period. In this article w^are going to 
look at the factors that make 
dropouts, as well as stars and 
superstars. 

To become an mternational 
superstar, in cnckct, is a five-stage 
process. Each stage has its 
requirements and one cannot go to 
the next stage before one has fulfilled 
the requirements for that stage. Once 
fulfilled, these become binding, in 
addition to, the requirements for the 
next stage. ■* 

Let us go through the Jive stages and 
their components. 

1. The things that get you noticed 
To become a superstar, you have to 
be selected for the national team first. 

To be selected for the national team, 
you have to be noticed by the 
selectors. We are going to take a look 
at the cardinals of getting noticed for 
national seleaion. 

TAI ENT/ DFSIKL 
The first requirement is talent. This 
is the natural or acquired ability to 
play cricket and the desire to do well in 
the game. The desire should translate 
into an innate ability to give every ball 
a shot., in bowling, fielding or batting. 
Trying to do well at all times...without 
fail. In cricket, as in life, there are no 
on/off switches. You cannot just play 
hard on the right occasions and coast 
on others. The players who succeed 
are the ones who go all-out on every 
ball; win, lose or draw. He always 
gives his best while batting, bowling 
or fielding. 


WANNA BE 
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FEATURE 


SELF-CONFIDENCE 
A major pan of the success of any 
cricketer is the self-confidence that he 
possesses. That means being fully 
self-aware of one's talent, potential 
and capabilities and being confident of 
performing to the best of one's ability 
on any given occasion. They keep 
working on their game and keep 
improving. That is self-confidence. 

11. The things that get you selected 
Once a player is noticed, the path to 
selection goes through the dual-doors 
of technique/fundamentals and 
performance. 

TECHNIQUE/FUNDAMENTALS 
The basics of the game dictate the 
success or failure of all...including the 
superstars A Brian Lara, for example, 
still has to keep his eyes on each ball 
till the very last moment, and has to 
bring his foot to the pitch of the ball to 
successfully play a long innings. He 
may get away by not being in the 
proper position for a few balls,' 
because of his immense talent and 
great eye. He may even play a great 
inmngs or two, but to be successful for 
long periods, with consistency, 
requires good technique and sound 
fundamentals. And no one is exempt 
from that requirement. 

Nothing matters more in the long 
haul than having the right 
fundamentals and technique. The 
perfect example of this was Sunil 
Gavaskar, in batting. Just watch some 
tapes of a long innings or two of 



Gavaskar's. Notice the perfectly 
balanced stance and the efficient 
movement. Notice the grip that aUows 
both hands to be equally effective 
without the bottom hand having a 
ms\jor say in the way the bat descends 
on the ball (as a lot of beginners 
ereoneously tend to have (a strong 
bottom hand)). See hislabulous 
footwork, always alert and precise. 
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ASTAR? 


Welt, here's how to go 
about it and realise your 
cricketing dreams 
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The quick judgement of the length of 
the ball and the movement of the feet 
forward or back. The ability to always 
know where the off stump is. On the 
front foot the movement of the foot 
across to a baQ that is on or slightly 
outside the off-stump—not straight 
down the pitch—which allowed him 
to play the out-swinger 
dead-in-the-middle, when so many 
others would edge it. The bat so close 
to the pad and always meeting the ball 
decisively. Gavaskar's exemplary 
technique made him the great 
batsman that he was. 

Watch tapes of Richard Hadlee for 
fast bowling. The smooth, rhythmic 
run- up. Neither too long nor too 
short. The building of the tempo 
through the run- up. The high jump 
and the classic side-on delivery. The 
high arm-action with a perfectly still 
head. The beautiful follow-through 
with the bowling arm going across the 
left thigh and almost touching the 
ground to Impart the maximal 
leverage. The seam coming down 
straight onto the turf, and then based 
on the seam and the shine, moving in 
the air and off the wicket to give him 
the edge over any batsman. Perfection. 

Bishen Bedl for spin bowling. Ian 
Chappell fielding in the slips, Jonty 
Rhodes pouncing in the outfield, and 
Bob Taylor alert behind the stumps 
are to be similarly emulated for the 
soundness of technique. 

The idea is to closely watch the stars 
and then try to work ^eir 
fundamentals into one's own and 
practice till it starts becoming natural 
and consistently repeatable—even 
under match pressure situations. 

PERFORMANCE 

Anally it all comes down to 
performance. If a player is consistently 
performing to the best of his ability and 
that ability is amongst the best, then 
there is no one who can stop him from 
getting his rightful place in the team, 
gh^en enough time. 

There are many reports of players 
conq>lalnlng that they were left out of 
thd team, or dropped because of no 
fault of theirs. One can find ghosts 
behind all posts, or look at the demons 
Inside oneself and having conquered 


them, make one's mark. 

First, always look within and find 
where you can improve. It is the 
easiest thing in the world to cry foul 
and think that there is some sort of 
conspiracy against you. It is what you 
do, after you are dropped, that tells 
about your charaaer. There are only 
three things that can happen: One, 
you start moaning and complaining 
about being dropped and a sealon of 
the press deems your axing as a m^or 
conspiracy against you by the Board 
and selectors. You become an instant 
celebrity because of your martyr 
status. It does not get you anywhere as 
you are more concerned about the 
conspiracies against you than trying to 
perform in domestic cricket. 

Two, you get discouraged to such a 
degree that you let yourself go and 
become mediocre, and play at a level 
that is never going to get you back into 
international cricket. You know it, 
and become comfortable with your 
fate 

Three, you treat this as a challenge 
and work harder on your game than 
you ever have, to show the selecton 
that they have made a mistake and 
play your way back into the team on 
the sheer dint of your performances. 

If one performs consistently the 
person cannot be kept down for long. 
So in reality the only conspiracy is the 
conspiracy that you perpetrate against 
yourself. And the only one that can 
keep you away from selection is also 
you. Believe, and you will find a way. 

111. The things that secure your plate 
in iheteam 

SiaLlS 

The performances at the top level 
are based on the skill lev^l of a player 
and how he converts these skiUs into 
performances. These are not made in 
hours or days. These are special skills 
that the top players have worked on 
all their lives to perfea, maintain and 
enhance into potent weapons. 

The best batsmen work on their 
skills in the nets long after their 
colleagues have ^one home. There are 
the bowlers who keep on bowling on 
that single stump in the nets to get 
more control over length and 

SS 
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direaion. There are the fielders who 
take extra ground fielding and 
catching practice to be the best that 
they can be. Investing in the 
enhancement of skills is the best thing 
a learner or even an accomplished 
player can do It is time that will be 
well rewarded in the end. 
riiN! ss 

Inzamam-ul-Haq is a world-class 
batsman He has the right physical 
tools to dominate the game even at 
the Test level. He has played some of 
the gutsiest innings ever played for 
Pakistan under the severest of 
situations. But he should be the first to 
admit that he is not as fit as he should 
be. 

Cricket history is replete with 
players who played below their 
potential due to lack of fitness. It may 
not be a lack of desire, just a disposition 
towards plumpness. Whatever it is, it 
is worth everything It takes to be fit, 
and by being fit, to fulfil your true 
potential. 

There are others, on the other hand, 
who play beyond their capabilities 
because they are fitter. Jonty Rhodes 
is such an example. He Is not the 
greatest batsman in the world but he is 
extremely fit and agile, and keeps 
making a good South African team on 
these qualities alone while having less 
talent than many that are left out. 
ArilTl'OI 

Attitude is the key to success in 
life The people who have the best 
attitudes are the ones who will 
invariably succeed and become 
leaders They are the ones who ire 
confident in themselves and see the 
glass as half full rather than half 
empty. They always play as the 
situation demands and always seem to 
be the one in control. They help out 
their teammates, and remain cool in 
all situations. 

li AMWOKK 

Cricket is a team sport. It demands ^ 

team play from all its participants. j 
And only then can a team succeed in 
winning. That IS the only true reason 
the game is played. It is not played so i 

that one player can make a hundred ] 

or take tettwddcets. ^ 

A lot <'f|)l^yers keep their | 
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performances above those of the 
team. Being a teammate means 
working with your panner and your 
captain while batting. Giving it your 
best on the field. Bowling from the 
wrong end so that the better bowler 
can have the better end...all for the 
team. 

It is ail this and more. Teamwork is 
cheering your mates when they are 
down and being as happy for a 
teammate's hundred as if it was your 
dwn, for it helped the team win. 

COACHABILl rv 

The coach is an extension of you. He 
is there to help you realise your true 
potential as an individual and as a 
team. The better players are coaches' 
dreams come true. They work with 
the coach and listen to him. 
Coachability means the ability of a 
player to work with the coach for the 
betterment of the player and the 
team. To consider himself as part of 
the whole rather than the whole itself. 

IV. The things that make you a star 

The next step is to become a star in 
the world of cricket. To do that one 


about the enormity of the task and 
how difficult it is. Courage is to keep 
on doing the correct thing, one ball at 
a time. Courage is to have fear, but to 
overcome it. Courage is to perform 
under dire circumstances. All that is 
courage and all the stars have plenty 
of it. 

PATiE.NCf- 

Cricket is about patience, if 
anything. The major element that is 
the foundation for success in Test 
cricket is acquired by maturity. 
Patience and maturity go hand in 
hand. The top players, apart from 
their skill and dedication, are 
invariably mature and patient. The 
patience helps them into succeeding 
beyond the ordinary. 

Cricket requires this of its heroes in 
a greater measure than any other 
sport or game. For example, one can 
become the greatest tennis player 
while having little maturity and 
patience, but a lot of skill, e.g. John 
McEnroe in his prime. Not so in 
cricket. To play top class cricket and to 
succeed in it over long periods is a 
game of patience more than anything. 



has to raise one's level even further for 
there are many Test players, but there 
are a very few stars. 

COURAGE 

Courage is the pre-eminent 
pre-requisite to becoming a star. In 
the cricketing sense, courage means 
having wnat it takes to do your duty, 
no matter how bleak the odds. 
Courage means hitting the last ball for 
six when only four are needed to win 
the match. Courage is to uke nine 
wickets for one run, with forty runs 
left for defeat. Courage means coming 
in at 5/17 and making a hundred on a 
treacherous pitch againt a top class 
attack. Courage also means believing 
and being able tb defend a measly 119 
in the fourth innings of a Test match. 

The nleasure of a man is how he 
stares failure in the eye and 
unflinchingly and ihethodically turns 
it into glorious success. Courage is to 
live hi the moment and not think 


Even a flamboyant Jayasuriya has 
to exhibit a lot of self-denial and 
patience if he is to succeed and score 
140 in a Test match. Similarly, a 
Waqar has to be patient and keep 
working in certain situations with 
figures of 1 /47 in 20 overs before he 
breaks through and gets the last five 
wickets. Patience counts. 

nisciPiJNE 

Discipline both on and off the field. 
The more important one is on the field 
and that encompasses having the 
discipline to bat or bowl according to a 
situation and a plan of action. That 
means letting the situation dictate 
your batting or bowling. If it means 
you play pure defense then you do so 
completely without any rushes of 
blood in the middle. If it means 
bowling to one side of the stumps, 
then you do that to a T, and not try to 
experiment with your direction, to try 
to get that extra yard of pace. The 
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capability to think through one's 
aaions^ and then executing them 
according to plan is one of the major 
keys to success. 

\I)VI Ksnv (jlK)Tll N1 

Top class cricket is not always going 
to be smooth sailing. There are going 
to be many occasions that are going to 
challenge the character of a young 
player. The way he deals with 
adversity and fights it out is going to 
determine the level of success he is 
going to enjoy in cricket. 

The players should have the character 
to come through when the chips are 
down and steady the ship, and turn 
the losing situation into a positive one 
for their team. 

The idea is that a player should keep 
doing what he was doing before his 
seleaion and play his natural, 
instinalvegame- no matter what the 
stage. That is going to make him 
successful at the next level. Curbing 
one's natural game tends to kill his 


elite few 'superstars' of world cricket. 
That means that you are amongst the 
top ten players in the world and have 
the capability to change a match or a 
series by your performances. It is a 
pantheon that is restricted to the best 
of the best and includes, at present, 
players like Wasim Akram, Brian 
Lara, Steve Waugh, Waqar Younis, 
Allan Donald, Sachin Tendulkar, and 
Shane Warne—lofty company 
Indeed. But to get there you have to be 
more than good. You have to work 
more than hard. And you have to 
have more than desire. 

I’Kt PAKAHON 

Preparation is the prime element for 
success in any endeavour. The boy 
scouts are right about 'being 
prepared'. Preparation means doing 
all the things necessary, before the-act, 
that can increase your chances of 
success during competition. This is 
very elemental. There is no excuse for 
not preparing. 

"Preparation often means the 
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flair and only ends up stifling the 
player. If Jayasuriya and Afridi were 
told every time they went out to bat to 
try and curb their natural game, and 
play a riskless innings their 
contribution to their teams would not 
be a patch on what they have 
achieved so far. Improvement can 
always be made but it should never be 
at the cost of one's natural game and 
instincts The earlier mindset should 
be allowed to blossom. 

M)Ai>rAitii HI 

With the modern game being a 
two-headed monster of Tests and 
One-day internationals, more 
versatility is required from the 
modern players than their 
predecessors. 

Already, countries like Australia are 
experimenting with different Test and 
ODI teams. They are admitting that 
their players do not have what it takes 
to play in both styles of the game. 

V. 1 he things ihat make > ou a 
supeistar 

Th« ultimate is to be amongst the 









difference between winning a Test 
match or losing it by an innings. Let's 
take a perfect example. Mushtaq 
Ahmed is a great leg spinner and so Is 
Shane Warne. Both have their 
strengths and weaknesses. Warne has 
this leg-break that spins a mile and a 
great flipper. He does not really have a 
googly. Mushtaq, on the other hand, 
has every trick in the book including a 
good leg-spinner, a great flipper and 
two or three wonderful types of 
googlies. 

Yet, Shane Warne is universally 
acknowledged as the premier 
leg-spinner for his edge in preparation 
over an equally talented Mushtaq. 
Mushtaq shows up for a Test match 
and then discovers the opponents' 
strengths and weaknesses. It is often 
said that he does not even know to 
whom he is bowling, in most cases. 

Warne, on the other hand, spends 
tens of hours watching recordings of 
all the key batsmen he is going to face 
in a coming series and dlsseas their 
strengths and weaknesses with his 



I personal spin coach. Warne also 
I works on his technique, during the 
I off-days, with the same coach, to be in 
^ the best position to succeed in 
matches. 

WORK-ETHICS 

To achieve super-stardom one has 
to be prepared to work harder than 
what humanly seems possible. The 
best players are often the ones who 
work the hardest on their games. They 
know that ail the work is going to be 
1 rewarded in the shape of superior 
! performances, winning, incentives, 
endorsements, public adulation and 
luck. 

Ben Hogan, one of the greatest golf 
players of all time said it best, replying 
to the accusation by some of his 
competitors that he was Just lucky 
rather than good, “The harder I 
practise-the luckier I get. "Hogan 
Improved his luck constantly by being 
the first on the practice range and the 
last to leave. He improved his game to 
such a level as to be able to hit the ball 
blindfolded as he could by seeing it. 

His work ethic enabled him to be often 
called the greatest to play the game of 
golf 

I PADl RSHIP 

The ability to lead from the from is 
paramount to the success of a team. 
That does not pertain only to the team 
captain but also to the seniors in the 
squad. They have to show leadership 
by setting the best examples, both on 
and off the field. 

That means being responsible for 
their own aaions and being 
self-starters and achievers rather than 
being prima donnas Leadership is 
taking a team on one’s shoulders and 
taking everyone along to victory: to 
not leave it to anyone else to finish the 
job. 

Fr;N 

First and foremost In cricket, as in 
any other sport—have fun. Cricket is, 
above all, a game and it is to be played 
with a sense of joy and enjoyment. It is 
a labour of love, and the more you 
love the game and enjoy it, and have 
fun playing it, the better you will be. 
Never let the fun go out of your game. 
That is the essence of the game. 

COURT88V THE cricketer PAKISTAN 
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MARTINA HINGIS, despite being so young, has 
the mental and physical make-up to dominate 
women's tennis for a few more years 



BY SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL, 
LONDON 


"W 


HfcN she IS off 
court she acts 
like a normal 
teenage kid 
but when she is on court' Jana 
Novotna was at a loss for words to 
describe her Wimbledon nemesis 
We understood her difficulties It 
would have been very easy and 
obvious to describe Martina Hingis as 
'devastating, bulldozing, immaculate 
brilliant magnificent'etc That's what 
one IS tempted to do when a 
sixteen-year-old creates history on 
the hallowed grass of Wimbledon 
But most of those adjectives would 
not have been appropriate, not quite 
Because, Martina Hingis is not a 
flawless performer Her game is not 
immaculate For all her triumphs, she 
IS vulnerable And she knows it 
But the most unmistakable 
hallmark of a champion, of an 
emerging phenomenon in world 
tennis was there all the time This was 
her awareness of her frailties, and of 
course her ability to overcome them 
The greatness of Martina Hingis is that 
she can compensate for her 
weaknesses with a maturity that 
belies her age She can think her way 
to victory 

Her service, for instance, is slower 
than many of her vanquished 
opponents In last year's Wimbledon, 
Jana Novotna became a case in point 
The machine gauged Hingis seryice to 


Mteina Hinflit should have soma compatitioo 
If Graf comaa hack to fun*timo taimis 
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be at ieast 13 mph slower than 
Novotna's—a considerable handicap 
against such experienced and fiercely 
ambitious players But Hingis showed 
she could think for herself She 
overcame her problems by changmg 
th6 pace of her returns And also the 
angle of her attack It ail looks so 
deceptively simple and ordinary 
Another unmistakable sign of her 
effortless artistry 

There are those who see Hingis' 
youth as her greatest asset, but that 
hardly tells the whole story Her 
teenage life has given her very little 
expenences Yet, Martma Hingis 
seems remarkably pragmatic The 
unguarded youthful exuberance 
which should come naturally to her, 
causing her to make mistakes, is 
almost always tamed by a sense of 
reality, rationality, which represent 
her professionalism 

"What IS unusual about Hingis is 
her amazing maturity," says lytomca 
Seles, "She has a great sense of her 
strengths and weaknesses She seems 
to have a great balance in everything 
she does, on and off court, and that's 
nice to see " 

Martina Hingis indeed, is 
constantly aware that she has made 
history, becoming the youngest 
player ever to get to the top of the 
professional pile Yet, she knows she 
has to respect many of her lUustnous 
nvals, even though they have been 
vanquished by her That is a soundly 
professional attitude 

"I think It IS a great thing to become 
the best That's what I have been 
working on all my life, and now it is 
happening It is a great feeling, 
espeaally at my young age, but that 
does not stop me from taking many of 
my famous opponents very seriously 
To be honest, 1 fear ihehi And that 
fear helps me motivates me," said 
Hingis 

Talking of fear, one of the greatest 
professionals m the world of tennis, 
Jimmy Connors once said, "Fear is 
like fire If you can control it, it will 
cook your food, warm ydur house, but 
if It goes out of control, it win destroy 
everything." 

Martina Hingis, like a thorough 




professional, has learnt how to control 
her fear, and achieve her status 
without having to show off Those 
who knew her, especially over the last 
one and half years are upited in their 
admiration. They say, as a person, she 
has not changed. She loves tennis, she 
loves success, she Joves lifci And her 
flashing smile shows she wants to 
enjoy it all with as much simplicity as 
possible 

Her nse to the top, albeit hastened 
by Steffi Graf's Injury, has been far 
more rapid than most people 
expected, in the Italian Open in 1996, 
she defeated a distracted Graf in the 
quarter finals before losing 
cdmprehensively to codchita 
Martinez in the flhal. 

But that win against Graf in {tome 


Jaaa Novotna pfacos a congratulatory arm 
around Hingis aflar dm iattor wins tha ‘97 
Winiiiladon cbampionthip 

was the beginning of her startiing 
climb, although she believes it was her 
1996 Wimbledon doubles title, with 
Helena Sukova that was the turning 
point in her career 

The other factor that made a 
contribution to her rise was her 
decision to seek help from the Swiss 
marathon runner Richard Umberg to 
get fitter The difference was palpable 
when she arrived in New York in 
September that year Observers once 
again noted that there was a 
new-found maturity to her play that 
proved altogether too much for 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario and Jana 
Novotna She now knew she could 
beat a player in the top 10 and, since the 
U S Open, there has been no turning 
back, with four consecutive 
tournament wins last year, including 
the Australian Open. 

Hingis has, for all practical 
purposes, re-written the record books 
ever since she picked up a racket And 
she did It with a disarming smile on 
her face In viaory, in defeat I hope 
fortune coritmues to favour such 
smiling people who can take it all so 
nicely In their stride—the adversities 
as well as the successes • 
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I T was a shock to see Anand, a 
master in rapid chess play, (who 
hasn't lost a match in this format 
for four years now), blundering in the 
first tie-breaker against Karpov, 
despite being in a winning position. 

Is there something wrong with us 
Indians? Why do we always falter on 
the brink of victory? Is there 
something in our upbringing that 
makes us unable to go in for the kill? 
Does the excessive pampering done 
by our mothers in our very early years 
make us much too emotionally soft? 
Then, in a complete turnabout, as we 
grow up, there are far too many 
stnctures: "Don't do this. Don't do 
that. Be careful. Look out. Stop 
behaving like a kid, etc." 

We are constantly admonished by 
parents, teachers, relatives and 
friends. They interfere ca'lously and 
prevent us from developing our 
individuality and courage. This results 
in a tenuous self-belief and we are 
unable to handle stress with 
equanimity. When we are in crunch 
situations—as we have seen in 
numerous international cricket 
matches—inevitably, we start 
panicking and make a mess of 
everything. (Is the Bangladesh win an 
aberration?) 

Was Anand unconsciously 
reflecting all this? There i$ no doubt 
that he has some psychological frailty. 
Twice now, he has lost in 
high«pressure situations; both times, 
he was m a good position to win. First 
to Kasparov m New York in '95 and 
now in Lausanne, against an ageing 
Karpov At 28, almost near the peak of 
his powers, he was battling against a 
46-ycar-old man. Surely, it should 
have been a comprehensive win for 
Anand. 

But that was not to be. Karpov 
possesses an inner fire. Just look at his 
eyes. Even now, they bum with 
ruthless desire. But he doesn't play 
like an obvious killer; instead of 
savage attacks, he wears down 
opponents by dull, dogged defence 
and then counter-attacks late in the 
game. In retrospea, the older man 
kept his nerves far better than the 
young Anand. 


People say that Anand is a nice guy. 
Very accessible and friendly. Down to 
earth. Naturally witty. But you need 
to become merciless and vicious when 
you are playing a chess match. As 
Bobby Fisher once famously 
remarked, "Chess is like war. The 
object is to crush the other man's 
mind." 

Anand does not look at it that way: 
"There are a lot of players who 
actually enjoy beating an opponent, 
while others like a fight, regardless of 
its outcome. I am like that. I like 
solving complex problems and unlike 
the killers, enjoy playing the game." 

IlLUSTRATION ARTHUR CAR0020 



After Anand's defeat, I came across 
an article by Simon Barnes in 'The 
Times', London where he wrote 
perceptively, "A great athlete actually 
relishes adversity. Look across the 
panoplies of sport and observe the 
truly great. All had a zest for combat, a 
taste for being truly tested. All wished 
to explore the limits of their own 
possibilities. 

"But time after time, we are forced 
to wonder why one great talent 
succeeds, while another greater talent 
falls short. 

"The reason is not the mere 'will to 


win'. Rather, it is the will to be tested 
at the very highest level* It is the 
ability to not only dwell on the far 
edge of sporting possibility but to hold 
one's balance—and to relish the 
proximity of the void," 

Is Anand a great talent 
who is going to fall short? Only time 
will give us the answtr. Chess experts 
say that he is one of the most gifted 
players in the history of the game. 

As he himself acknowledges, "I see 
a lot of variations quite early. People 
don't have this ability but my 
rationalisations are very accurate. I 
am fortupate that this aspect is 
inherent, for it takes considerable 
time to acquire it." 

Today, Anand is certainly stunned 
by this loss, no matter the picture of 
composure that he presents to the 
world. In privatei he must have surely 
broken down... 

But he has an admirable power of 
resilience. He showed this quality 
after that confidence-sapping defeat 
to Kasparov in 1995. He analysed his 
loss with a calm rationality and 
realised that his opening game was 
weak. He then proceeded to practise 
for hours together, with his second 
Elizabar Ubilava, In a house in Spain 
for several weeks. The result: his 
opening game was immeasurably 
strengthened. 

He needs to go deep within himself 
once again, to find out why he was 
defeated. What is the flaw in his 
mental make-up that made him 
crumble, is the question he has to ask 
himself. His wife Aruna will have to 
play a tremendous role now to 
encourage and prod him. Of course, 
it's not the end of the world. With his 
talent, youth and widespread 
experiences, another chance is bound 
to come. 

One is further optimistic that 
Anand will make a comeback simply 
because he loves the game so much: 
"Ches$ is not a kind of job you are led 
into. It is a vocation. lliave chosen it 
because I like it. The chess board itself 
is fascinating and there is a special 
kind of atmosphere in an encounter 
that is unfolding." 

Shevlin Sebastian 
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jNTING 

With a weak bowling 
attack over-dependent 
on Shane Warne, Australia 
effort to win 


FOCUS 


fury with the non-availability of 
Glenn McGrath and Jason Gillespie 
—both out with injuries. 

Frankly speaking, against an 
opening attack comprising Paul 
Reiffel, Michael Kasprowicz, Adam 
Dale and Paul Wilson backed up by 
the spin of Warne and Gavin 
Robertson, the likes of Tendulkar, 
Mohammed Azharuddin, Navjyot 
Sidhu, Suurav Ganguly and Rahul 
Dravid have to bat really poorly 
—twice in a match—for India to lose. 

It does not look like happening 
despite taking into account the 


Debashish Mohanty or Harvinder 
Singh. But it is the spin cupboard 
which is bare. After trying and 
rejecting several players, the selectors 
have once again fallen back on the trit 
of Anil Kumble, Rajesh Chauhan and 
Azhar's pet Venkatapathi Raju, 
responsible for the successive home 
series wins over England, Zimbabwe, 
Sri Lanka and New Zealand in the 
early Nineties. 

The key to the three-Test series, 
therefore depends on the kind of 
surfaces on which the matches will b< 
played. Flat featherbeds as were on 
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N ine successive Test series 
wins, two each against the 
West Indies, South Africa 
and old foes England, both 
at-home-and-away basis, and one 
each versus New Zealand, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka at home have earned 
the Australians the tag of unofficial 
world champions. 

Well, no one can grudge Mark 
Taylor's men of their new-found 
status, but just about nobody is 
willing to bet their last penny on the 
Aussies making it a Perfect Ten by 
beating the Indians in their own 
backyard. 

The reason is simple. In between 
their nine series wins, the loss to India 
in the one-off Test in New Delhi the 
year before last still sticks out like a 
sore thumb. On a mine-field of a track, 
the Aussies were humiliated by a 
none-too formidable Indian side led 
by Sachin Tendulkar. It, incidentally, 
was Sachin's debut Test as a captain. 
That Taylor's men also failed to win a 
single one-day game on that tour 
further dented the Aussies' stock. 

True, that the Aussie sftle did not 
have Shane Warne in their ranks. But 
the question being asked now is 
whether one Warne is enough to take 
care of an Indian batting line-up 
which boasts of some of the best 
players of spin in the world? 

If the Aussie line-up has been 
strengthened by the return of Warne, 
their pace attack has lost much of its 


Ricky Ponting: aggrauivc and datanninad 

unpredictability oi the Indian top 
order. 

The oveidepedence on Warne 
could prove to be costly for the Aussies 
as the blonde leg-spinner is still 
recovering from a shoulder injury 
which saw him skip the recent tour of 
New Zealand. 

Tendulkar has already shown the 
way lo tackle Warne with an epic 
double century in the opening game 
of the tour. While the other batsmen 
in the Indian side may not be as gifted 
as the Mumbai skipper, but all of them 
are of a proven pedigree with tons of 
runs behind them on the benign 
pitches of the sub-continent. 

India's problem area is bowling. 
With Venkatesh Prasad being deemed 
'unfit' by the selectors, the new ball 
will be shared by Jawagal Srinath, 


view against Sri Lanka last year will 
almost certainly result in dull draws. 

The presence of Muttaiah 
Muralidharan in the Lankan ranks 
had deterred India from opting for 
designer turning tracks, which was a 
mistake. They should not repeat it 
versus the Australians. 

The only way to beat the Aussies is 
to spin them out. If the Indian 
batsmen can take care of Warne 
between them, Chauhan, Raju and 
Rumble will be more than a handful 
for the Waughs, Pontings and 
Blewetts. 

All it calls for is some clear-cut 
strategy on the part of the Indian 
thinktank, which has been missing of 
late. 

It is in this departmeni that 
Australia is far ahead. In Mark Taylor, 
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IS WARNE THE GREATEST? 


The Indian tour will confirm or dent the leg- 
spinner's soaring reputation 


H ad he not been one of the 
finest leg-spInncrs in the 
game, Shane Warne would most 
certainly have had a roaring 
practice as a psychologist. 

It is his ability to read the 
batsman's mind, more than his 
prodigious leg-breaks or Slippery 
flippers, which makes him such a 
lethal proposition with a ball in 
hand. The Indian batsmen, 
therefore, must wm the mental 
battle before they take guard 
against this blonde ieggle from 
Down Under. 

Over the past few years, Warne 
has done enough damage with his 
brand of leg-spin to merit a place in 
cricket's Hall of Fame. No leg 
spinner had claimed over 300 Test 
scalps till Warne reached the 
milestone earlier this year. With 
303 wickets in his kitty, he is set to 
overhaul West Indian Lance Gibbs' 
tally of 309 which will make him 
the most successful spinner of all 
time. 


KAMAtJULKA 



But then, is Warne really the 
greatest? 

When you consider the likes of 
Bill O'Reilly, Subash Gupte, Richie 
Benaud, Bhagwat 
Chandrashekhar and Abdul Qadir, 


one is not so sure. Despite his 
fabulous record, it is too early to 
put him up there at the very top. 
Out of his 303 victims, 250 have 
been either Englishmen, South 
Africans, Kiwis or West Indians 
who hardly have a reputation for 
playing spin. 

Warne's success against Pakistan 
has been by and large restricted to 
the hard, bouncy 'home' wickets. 

It IS his pathetic record against 
India and Sri Lanka which puts a 
big question mark on his 
credentials. Just 15 wickets in five 
Tests versus Lanka at an average of 
almost 40 IS tardy by any standards. 

Arjuna Ranatiinga, in fact, has 
gone on record stating: "Warne is 5 
per cent talent and 95 per cent 
hype " 

In the two Tests he has played 
against India, Warne has managed 
only one wicket The pasting he 
had received at the hands of Vinod 
Kambli in the Centenary Cup in 
New Zealand in 1994 must be still 
fresh in his memory 

To be fair to Warne, he has not 
played much cricket on 
sub-continental pitches which are 
a spinner's delight, because he has 
opted out of various tours to this 
pan of the world for reasons which 
arc best known to him. 

But until he sets the record 
straight against players who are 
considered to be the best players of 
spin, Warne's curriculum vitae 
lacks a key component essential for 
measuring his greatness. Sanjay 
Manjrekar has already sounded a 
warning bell by saying Warne may 
not be very successful on the flat 
pitches in India. 

It is up to Shane Warne to 
deliver. 
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they have a captain who does not miss 
a trick. His captaincy record of 21 wins 
in 39 Test’s speaks for itself. Moreover, 
Taylor leads a side which is quite 
settled. And his handling of Warne 
has been exemplary. 


With the kind of arsenal he has at 
his disposal, it is unlikely that Taylor 
will go into the Test series with all 
guns blazing. He is tiH) much of a 
professional to try such stunts. 

'The Aussles would rather like to 


wait and watch, hofMng to catch the 
Indians off-guard at some point In the 
series and then go in for the kill. 

Only the Indians are capable of 
beating themselves. Will Azhar's men 
oblige? • 
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Despite his form going up and down, 
MARK TAYLOR is probably the best captain 
in contemporary cricket 


BY ANDY O'BRIEN, AUSTRALIA 


I F you were not familiar with the 
scenario of the Australian cricket 
team, you would have thought it 
odd to see a familiar 
gum-chewing figure standing at his 
customary first slip in a Shelfield 
Shield match between New South 
Wales and Western Australia at the 
WACA. while the national team was 
playing a one day series away from 
home m New Zealand. 

But for those of us now accustomed 
m what a few years ago would have 
been described as a weird situation, it 
wasn't strange to see the masticating 
Mark Taylor captaining his state team 
while Steve Waugh led the Australian 
one day outfit though its paces in 
what the players described as an 
"unnecessary" five game series 
against the Kiwis prior to their tour of 
India. 

For those of you who have been 
living in Mars for the last six months, 
here's news for you: Australia has 
initiated another first in cricket. 
Different captains and even separate 
teams for Test matches and the limited 
over stuff. 

That was the reason why Taylor 


soaked in the sun while across the 
Tasman Sea. his colleagues struggled 
to beat the wet weather and a fresh 
New Zealand team. As crazy as the 
concept may sound, Australian 
cricket now seems to have come to 
terms with the different needs for the 
different varieties of the game. 

In fact, Mark Taylor is resigned to 
the fact that he will not represent 
Australia again in limited overs 
cricket, and he sees no problem in 
having vastly different sides for Test 
matches and one-day internationals. 

In fact, the Australian Cricket 
Board's wise decision to have separate 
squads fur both forms of cricket, and a 
view that it would not be ideal for one 
man to lead both sides, has effectively 
pushed Taylor into a corner and will 
hasten his retirement from 
international cricket. 

The man who has led Australia 
astutely in both iorms of cricket for 
the past three years wants to continue 
as Test captain and opening batsman. 
But he fully realises his limitations as a 
one day batsman. This became quite 
obvious when he stood down for the 
final five of Australia's seven one day 
matches in South Africa in April last 

Marti Taylor pioaly la tmila about 


SANTOSH GHOSH 
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Wwfc Taylor wM Sachin Toadiilkar during Iha 
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year and did not play in the third 
Texaco Trophy match against England 
in May. 

It all began there. The bold decision 
to stay out and to inject fresh vibrant 
life into the one-day team was one of 
the reasons Australia won that scries. 
Coach Geoff Marsh has always been 
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supportive of Taylor as Test captain 
and has no problems about him 
continuing in that role while Steve 
Waugh or anybody else leads the 
limited overs' side. 

Waugh has proved in his short 
while that in spite of initially 
struggling with his own form, he is an 
uncompromising competitor and 
inspirational captain. But he, like 
Taylor, is 32 and cannot lastforever. 


There has been a calf from the 
experts Down Under for the 
authorities to start grooming a captain 
who might one day combine both 
Waugh's and Tayiar's duties. Shane 
Warne was the obvious choice as vice 
captain of both the Test and one day 
teams. But there is a possibility that 
Wame'siinger and shoulder problems 
might shorten his career. It looks like 
Australia needs to look further down ^ 





ANALYSIS 



the road. 

Australia has a full itinerary over 
the next 12 months. The Indian tour is 
followed by the Sharjah tournament 
and a similar series in Sri Lanka in 
August before the three Test tour of 
Pakistan in September and October as 
well as the Commonwealth Games 
cricket competition in Kuala Lumpur. 
That's followed by another hectic 
Ashes series in the southern summer 


of 1998-99. 

By the end of that, chances are not 
only will there be many a change in 
the teams but perhaps in the captains 
too. It very nearly came to that last 
year at the end of the Ashes series 
where Taylor hung on to his place 
merely on the strength of him being 
the captain. He ended the Test series 
with a total of 317 runs with an 
average of 31.70. 

He had blamed the low averages in 
England on the faa that it was a 
bowlers' series and predicted that he 
could see himself improving. Taylor 
insists that he always had the support 
of his teammates through the crisis. "1 
knew 1 had their support. Alan Border 
was in a similar situation to me three 
years or so ago. I think he eventually 
retired of his own bat and wasn't 
forced to." 

When retirement was mentioned, 
he had said: "It's something you've 
got to decide yourself with your 
family and with the people who 
appoint you. If I go on, it's something I 
will do series by series." 

Taylor does not believe it necessary 
that a captain be appointed for X 
amount ol games. His philosophy is 
simple: "It's enough to keep telling 
the captain 'you're doing a good job' 
'keep going', or 'it's time to give it 
away.'" 

Back home the talk was that there 
was no lower that Taylor's form could 
go. The only way, was up. To some 
extent that was right. But if Taylor was 
worried about criticism of his form 
with the bat, he refused to let it show. 
He hung around even when his form 
was the butt of many a joke in 
Australia and waited for the tide to 
change. 

Today after two Test centuries in 
the season just ended Down Under, 
Taylor's form is no longer a topic of 
discussion at the pubs and on 
television. But the whole ordeal 
hasn't been a big deal for the man they 
call "Tubby". 

"People take everything about the 
game a bit too seriously. I've really 
enjoyed the captaincy. Even if I don't 
captain Australia tomorrow. I'll be a 
pretty happy man. 

"If I were to have lost the captaincy 


or to lose it in future, it would not be 
the end of the world for the game of 
cricket. Or the end of the world for 
Mark Taylor either. As Sir Donald 
Bradman said, 'We're only the 
custodians of the game. You try to do 
the best you can while you are in the 
game'. 

"I have and so have all the 
Australian players, made a conscious 
effort to always play attacking cricket. 
When I took over the captaincy, I 
vowed that we would try to get results 
and make the game interesting. 

"It also pleases me to see the 
full-house signs going up at Tests at 
which we play. That suggests that we 
are playing a good brand of cricket," 
he said. 

Taylor maintains that being in 
charge of such a good and talented 
cricket team enables him to take 
greater risks than other captains. 

"It all gets down to the captain's 
faith in his players. The only time you 
take risks is when you beliesie your 
players can do it and you are prepared 
to put them under pressure to do it." 

He also has gone on record saying 
that a good side can survive and 
flourish with a different captain for 
Test and one dayers. In any other 
country, that would be hard to 
imagine. II the Test captain lost his 
place in the limited overs side he 
would have lost the respect and 
confidence, if not of the players, then, 
at least, of the public. 

In Australia that is not so. Taylor is 
humble enough to bat, at times, at 
number four for New South Wales 
and is still iniluential enough to have a 
say in what happens in Australian 
cricket. Prior to Steve Waugh's team 
leaving for New Zealand, Taylor 
publicly commented that he thought 
Shane Warnc ought to be given a 
break for that trip in order to be fully 
fit for India. Warne was left out of the 
squad, much to the dismay of Steve 
Waugh but to the relief of Taylor and 
Warne himself. 

So for those of you who think 
Australia has a wimp of a Test captain, 
think again. Taylor Is probably the 
best captain in contemporary cricket 
and more importantly he leads the 
best Test team in the world. • 
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JA WAGAL SRINATH 
talks about his comeback 
after a serious shoulder 
injury and on a host of 
other topics 


INTERVIEWED BY 
AISHWARYA LAKSHMI 


Over the years you have coped 
with one difficulty after another. 
Initially, it was having to wait for 
your turn to become India's strike 
bowler. Then, when you had 
blossomed Into a potent bowler 
came this injury. 

Sime we were winning, there was no 
chance that I could get into the eleven 
Kapil and Manoj did a wonderful job 
and the wicket also didn't need a third 
seainer But I wouldn t say it was a 
difficulty It was a learning process for 
me I mean, whatever little I have 
learnt, was probably during that 
phase of my cricketing career 
As for suffering from an injury, it is 
part and parcel of the life of fast 
bowlers But it was unfortunate that I 
had an injury I need to be more 
careful from now on 


For a fast bowler, a rotator cuff 
injury is bad news. How did you 
cope with It both mentally and 
physically? 

Well, I was warnedjiist before the 
injury that I need to stop playing and 
keep my rehabilitation and 
strengthening exercises going But I 
think since 1 was able to bowl to some 
extent, I ignored the warning and 
went ahead with my bowling That 
was the stage where I should have 


Srinath picturad aflar Ms daily praedas 
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been a little more careful about my 
injury. Whether it's a rotator cufl, 
knee or any other joint, it's a serious 
injury. But thank God I recovered. 

Your recovery after the operation 
was fantastic. You seem not to 
have lost any pace. What do you 
account for this? 

First of all, I should thank the doctor 
who operated on me. I think he has 
done a wonderful job. Mr Gajcndra oi 
Rashtrothana Seva Sangha later put 
me onto the right rehabilitation 
course. A stint at the Australian 
Cricket Academy helped me a lot with 
the strengthening aspect. All of them 
there—the manager, 
the-biomechanic professor Mr 
Richard Dawn, Wayne Phillips and 
Rodney Marsh—^worked in tandem 
with me. 

Even your bowling action has 
been largely unaffected. Doyou 
attribute this to Dr.Fergusson or is 
it the hard work and physicai 
exercises you've put in? 

It's actually both. If he (Dr Fergusson) 
had not done a good job on me, I don't 
think I would not have been able to do 
the rehabilitation strengthening 
exercises. If I hadn't done it properly, I 
would never have made a comeback. 
So keeping all this in mind, I think I 
contribute probably 60 to 70 per cent 
to the doctor who did the operation on 
me and the rest to the rehabilitation 
which followed later on. 

During the lay*off, how did you 
keep yourself motivated? Did you 
depend a lot on your family 
during the crisis? 

Of course, my family stood by my side 
throughout. But I need to thank my 
friends in South Africa who were of 
great help to me. 

For a cricketer used to non-stop 


playing and travelling, how did 
you pass the time during that 
eight-month break? 

Well, rehabilitation is quite a 
strenuous thing. The physical 
requirement and exertion is quite a bit 
and takes a lot of time. Of course. I've 
other things to occupy myself with if 
I'm not playing cricket. 

Initially, you used to be visibly 
agitated when a batsman hit you 
for four. In your effort to bowl 
better, you often lost your line 
and length. This does not happen 
too often now. What is the reason? 
1 think it's the experience. There's no 
substitute lor experience. You need to 
play in lots of games, to become more 
and more mature. The more games 
you play, the more you learn. 
Nowadays, you are bowling much 
better even in the slog overs than 
before. How has the change come 
about? 

Earlier I used to try to get wickets, at 
all costs. This was because I did not 
have that extra bit of quickness to get 
those wickets. Maybe, there was a 
little bit ol inexperience. Also, maybe, 
my thoughts were not right. As I said 
before, experience counts a lot. That 
has probably given me the edge. 

From your early days till now, you 
always looked to be a tense 
person out there in the middle. 
Have you become calmer or is it 
that this tension helps you to 
bowl better? 

It's not tension. I think it's probably 
the concentration. 1 really don't want 
to think of anything else, or try to 
laugh or joke about. 1 don't think you 
can play cricket laughing or smiling all, 
the time. From my perspective, it's 
only the concentration that matters. 
People might come to whatever 
conclusions they want, but I think, 
looks can be deceptive. 
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COVER STORY 



Lik« most paopla, Srinalh likm to watch TV 
and liitontomutic ttbalpstbathahuanica 
bitofaquipmant 

These days, when you are 
fielding, you throw the ball 
underarm. Is this a passing phase 
or is it going to be a permanent 
feature so as to not aggravate the 
shoulder? 

I can throw underarm right into the 
hands of the wicketkeeper Well I've 
been asked to avoid over the shoulder 
activities as much as possible It's just a 
precaution which I've been taking 
Probably once everything settles 
down in my shoulder, I can start 
throwing over the shoulder 

Fast bowlers often try to 
intimidate the batsmen by sheer 
aggression. However, you let the 
ball do the talking. What is your 
mantra to psyche out the 
batsmen? 

There's no mantra You are not trying 
to scare the batsmen away Well, 
intimidation is part of fast bowling It 
all depends on the batsmen If he is 
not scared of fast bowling then there 
IS no question of intimidation 
I think you will be a fool in front of 
him, if you try to be more aggressive 
by walking up to the batsman and 
giving him tough look stares You 
need to work the batsmen out always 
Batsmen have the gear to shield 
themselves against fast bowling Of 
cou rse there are a few weaknesses tn 
any batsman Intimidatory aggression 
, has a different meaning in my 
dictionary I believe in consistency 
and perseverance 

After Venkatesh Prasad Joined 
you in the teaih, both his and your 
bowling has gone up a couple of 
notches. What's the secret behind 
this? 
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If both the bowlers are bowling well at 
both ends, the batsmen will definitely 
not have a good t\pie in the middle 
Obviously, they're bound to make 
mistakes We've been bowling 
together since the time we were 
juniors, playing mostly for Karnataka 

Do you interact with each other 















Photographed at the gate of his house in 
Bangalore 


often off the field and work on 
each other's strengths and 
weaknesses? 

We know each other for quite a long 
time That s probably an advantage I 
know what Venky bowls and Venky 
knows what I m bowling In case if 
there s any flaw m our bowling we 
talk to each other and try to rectify 
that Yes we have that understanding 

With the game of cricket so 
heavily tilted in favour of the 
batsman, how do fast bowlers like 
you remain motivated? 

Nothing much can be done about it I 
mean, day by day everything is 
benefiting the batsmen People, for 
obvious reasons, love to see the ball 
hit for a SIX rather than see batsmen 
getting out caught behind leg before 
or being bowled We can t complain 
about It We have tojust play the game 


For years, we have had one 
consistent fast bowler in Kapil 
Dev. Today, we seem to have a 
surplus of fast medium bowlers. 
Even theKuruvillas and the 
Mohantys seem to be able to hold 
their own in international cricket. 
What is the reason behind this 
resurgence? How has the MRF 
Academy helped? 

MRF has played a very big role in 
Indian cricket fast bowling All fast 
bowlers who have played for the 
country have at one stage or the 
other definitely gone to the MRF Pace 
Foundation 

They have one of the best facilities 
and one of the best coaches in the 
world comes and talks to you You get 
an opportunity to go abroad to tram 
The best trainers from Australia and 
South Africa come to the Pace 
Foundation Abroad a lot of research 
and development has been done on 
the fitness of the players This keeps 
changing all the time I mean the 
fitness routine for this year will 
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Wasim Akram is probably 
the best fast bowler right 
now. Allan Donald is 
another. Waqar Younis is 
robably a little bit jaded, 
hese three and also 
McGrath are the best in the 
business today. 
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CAREER STATS 


OiM Dty tounivtfciMt 




Bwt totdny: 51 vs SA at Kajkot29.i0.l996 


TatteriefcatMiM; 29 :iQ. 1(991 
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i tJ ' i 469 60 16.17 
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I only look forward to 
bowling the next ball in the 
next match or whatever. 
That's my goal. I mean If I try 
to bowl well, then probably I 
will end up getting wickets 
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definitely change for the next year 

We get a chance to experience that 
only when we go to such centres I 
think It IS (the MRF Pace Foundation) 
a wonderful thing that has happened 
to Indian cncket, especially for the fast 
bowlers 

It's nice that the boys in India are 
now feeling that fast bowling is not« 
difficult task after seeing, probably 
Kapil, Manoj, and, to some extent, 
Prasad and myself There is every 
reason for them to believe that they 
can do well in cricket by taking up fast 
bowling as their career It's good to see 
Kuruvilla, Mohanty, Harvinder Singh 
and so many others in the reckoning 
now I watched KapiJ and Manoj 
bowling I think these players are 
watching us bowl Everyone will 
be inspired this way 

Have you set yourself any short or 
long term targets? 

There's no target as such I only look 
forward to bowling the next ball in the 
next match or whatever That's my 
goal I mean if I try to bowl well, then 
probably I will end up getting wickets 


Do you have any marriage plans at 
present? 

I have not really cast my mind yet on 
that 

In spite of not playing for the 
major part of last year, you have 
been ranked 15th In 'Wisden's' 
January list of bowlers. How do 
you rate yourself as an 
international bowler? 

I really don't know how they rate it 
Pepsi has a different rating and Ceat 
has a different rating I would rate 
myself as just one of the players in 
international cncket I think there's a 
lot to be achieved as regards fast 
bowling 

Who do you think is the best 
bowler today? 

Wasim Akram is probably the best fast 
bowler nght now Allan Donald is 


another WaqarYounis is probably a 
little bit jaded These three and also 
McGrath are the best in the business 
today 

How has Bangalore suddenly 
become the cradle of Indian 
cricket? 

I think the system m Karnataka is 
good for the time being I wouldn't say 
It's the cncketers from Bangalore, but 


the cricketers from India who are 
doing well Just because they all 
represent Karnataka, I wouldn't take 
It as an incentive or feather in my cap 
Ultimately, the point is to play for 
India 1 never believe that only 
Karnataka players should play for the 
country If a player is good from any 
state, he has to play for the country 

PHOrOCBAPHS BVVUAY 
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MAIL BAG 


^ PKOi^S ^evnh Sebutlan's 
x^report oiaJuftlce 
^ chandnichud's clean chit to 
players and oHIdab in his probe 
(Sportsworld, Jan. '98 Issue). 

Right from the outset we knew 
Chandradtud won't be able to 
read) onywhene as he neither has 
the required judicial authority 
nor the players have the gall to defy 
the diktab ol the underworid 
thai carries on the betting 
business, the 'organisations'^t 
allegedly pay crores to the key 
players to throw a game can also 
pay an equal amount or even 
more to ^ence anybody. 


Moreover, ieni{yi|^ihe same. 
beCcee iheiaw wou^i he a ,, 

stunUdlngbiodc. thehbc^des ans"^:' 
too smaort to ensure that they 
don't leave any trail wh)dt would 
be traced law. Unless (our/Ove - 
aldceters come out in the.open, 
nothbig can be done in this, 
regard and we'll be left beating 
abouttheimd). '; , ' y ; 

Sony5hevlin,idojii'it.ainae /. 
with you in your statenyttir thin 
utdess a thorough 
inquti^ is ddmi^ the niddmif 
passion for cridw ' 

rapidly,‘The hysteticei.^ 
cricket Ians always exp^ htdla , 
to win all thematbhes Id^tO: . 
the dismal performances), a^ 
expect a Sunny Gavasluir or« 


Sa^dktdaii^i|^r!t|Ei]^'»Ki^ 

whencvt^'ti^ygofhtoha^ ' 

yiKljMtlt al 

ootrt^fMmtk^S^sd&eled - 
thent.'are'^iegit^-:'V j, - 
khowtedgeshle hi^^iynithni^ ^ the 

cridcet-playmgrui^^ V; 

We've accepted^iwhtdl^'mb." 
d)ousandsQfcr(HesbysceimR^. ^ 
mh)isten and godmen. What /, 

meaning does a lakh ortvi^ eai^ .; 
ascomparedtothem?Our'' ’ ■ 

national pastion has sonietf^ 
to do with our national diarader . 
that is again based4ipon the 
national psyche. Need l say more? ‘. 


^asashra, 

OMtsok 




.1 WAS deUghted to see the 
.;Jifpeemhet; 97 ,is»ueof. ,■ 

aldcal bjboksUj^ 1^ 
Ctdcunbo. I was espechdly hs^y 
because it ttirted an artideabout 
theiq)oitofdlymit 

V 1 heeftln the nuivt 

^yhig (or diejp^lA yeaht'amd h 

ladf^^rwiingi^see 

qxvtcoiithiu^to.stagttehe‘:im 




event in the SAP Games, pmttse 
only rndia and Sh Ifn^wK^ the 
onlytwonationswi^agto:.''- 
paitichiate (I think b) order to 
’ qualify three counertes need m 
’ pertidpate). 

.itisimportairtto ' 
inlonn/educate the s^rt 
enthusiasts in this i^on it we are 
' toexcei r competitively hjtfilt 

'disdidme. 


IT 1^71 
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PHOIOOHAPHS COIORSPORT 


W LAKLINC.S wimps 
and (loot mats all 
around the world let 
outatolleiiivechet 
or should that bi hecji when the 
inumphant 1998 Ausiialian Open 
mens champion Petr Korda 
removed his shirt to reveal the 
physK|iie ol a Mr Puniverse 
coniesiani 

What pleased everybody so muti 
was the lealisation that a man witho 
pectorals and one who looks as if ht 
had beach sand kicked in his face 
routinely, could give the ball such a 
fearsome wallop on his way to beatir 
the best m the world 
Another reason for barracking foi 
Korda, Ihe Human Toothpick, wa' 
the hope of seeing him do that 
marvellous exuberant scissor kicks 
with whicl^ he celebrates his victorie 
The outrageousness of the act may 
suggest that he is slightly whacky B 
in today s world of tennis robots that 
an admirable way to be 
In a professional tour dominated 1: 
emotionless and boring ball returnin 
machines, indts iduals who develop 
signature actions, fashions and looks 
which set them apart Irom the rest 
are more than welcome Madonna 
wore het pointy bras The Pope kisses 
airport runways (oi used to until he 
became too frail—m Cuba recently 
they gave hima bowl of iiinway to 
kiss) Mick Jagger has his 
unmistakable strut Lddie Murphy 
made millions developing a laugh 
whic h sounded like a wash basin 
emptying Jonty Rhodes dropkicks 
the ball after taking a catch 
At the 1998 Australian Open the 
spectators got a kick out of Petr Korda 
Korda s kick which he appeared to 
have developed by combining a 
Cossack dance with the first 
movement ol a startU d emu is one 
example of a breath ol fiesh air in the 
otherwise stale atmosphere of world 
tennis 

Korda dedicated his three 
post-match scissor kicks to his former 
opponent and that master of all 
charficters John McEnroe, sitting 







courtside in the Channel 7 
commentary box Before the game he 
had told McEnroe of the nervous 48 
hours he had been through 
Then he had added. "You know we 
are not battling for (sic) life So why 
not enjoy it’ 1 think I will enjoy it from 
the first point to the last one " 

It was a winning strategy from a 
player who has had to wait so long to 
savour his finest hour on a tennis 
^ court Moreover, It was a strategy 
which not many players on the ATP 
tour use, much to the disappointment 
of the spertators and to the detriment 
of the game 

Until that sunny day in Melbourne, 
Korda was among a list of outstanding 
players never to have won a major 
And It would have been a tragedy had 
he retired without one which would 
have been the case had he followed 
his instincts last year 
Korda knew he was running out of 
time 'My clock is at five minutes to 
12," he kept telling people dunng the 
Championships and that was jierhaps 
why he decided to just go for it 
Ironically, the scoreline of his final 
against Marcelo Rios was a carbon 
copy of the 1989 Australian Open 
final when Ivan Lendl tiounced 
Miloslav Mecir (also a Czech) to 
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HUMAN 
TOOTHr 

Petr Korda played some incredible tennis to win the Au 
In the twilight of his career, Korda brought a refreshin 
antics to the otherwise staid world of men's tennis » 
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F O C U S 


THE SWISS 
MISS NEVER 
MISSES 


Running 

pndictigm^j^rlihaHiHj^ 
naprpbkmihritaitdng 
the AustraliafiOj^h 

S UZANNE LBN6lEN. Mce 
Marble, He1«nY<{U» 

Moody, Margam Coun 
Martina Navratflovt^a case 
could be mottnited any of 
them ^ngtltogCcatest tennis 
pIayer.ofaii«. ' ■ 

; Yes,teuert^BEl3;}Mlen; 
fredPerry, Odi»)d Sludge, 

Pancho G(^les, Bpd Laver, 

Pete Samprasor any of the other 
male names which could be 

.offered, ■ v 

the 

bo.t ^ 

•, of playeirt^^^d^eera alw^y^l^ 
let alone Coqg^rispiis.of the - 
xxe& bt abaoime terms, a gooil^' 
big or litthtfihanWitt always h^t tr 
g<^ wonii^ tlf drcus^ct^^ 
WUlianiidistiet.i^i^ 
recent AuttraBaht)pen^ihW''! 
Germany's Katsten SrMsch, • ‘is* 
proved that, and more. 

At her peak, Navratilova . 
mused she'd wouldj^ire bkcdtp 
have tested herseltaf^hst the 
. woddnu^^ 

'.i.'"'SOO';rankedman.'i’-' i-.'- 

speculated tjUen th^a 
A*Grade player wodidheat 
‘j^^ywrld'sbestwtnnan. ■ 
::;i.t|i^tdoflynothirigcam^ , 
'/fiai^l^va'sidlethc^ . i 
.. h^t^l^d beep i^yed. nothing'.' • 
woojW^vecoiheotltjustas , v , 
J^th^^l^ciibiahwdmthe ■ . 








Battle of the Sexes between , j :|^;6>^'hi^pp 

Tjomn lir4Ma4 BmWKu'BiSAmjk.. ' tl _ >»—-f. j-,. 1*.' ^ 


beacto Navra^{4^7. • * ^ 

: ft WOuW only have prayed tM v " 

tennis k » snort ik whu-h 









.' -, tnqn^^ lycre eanfipa^ngtQ ait .; by te^i ii4^.i5i^ritySi^ ;. •' t' 
"''. the melt's game.bgck'to 9 •■ '_ 

■ level to-suit 'the fen»lega'i|*e;v V 


It was.flie woist soitoish^Jlow. ■: -^'''•'' 

-V ^mjbE^maAdtokenbnhiSi^ork, 





lii^caByrtheneindaysawthe , 
. worsiTVOBnen'sAustrellajOppwh J 
semi filial in memory^ the-,.' 

Lindsay Davenpon-Conchi^a 
Martinez melange o| mishlu, 
missed servesand dropped servwi. 

Davenport, who is p^sed to - 
challenge Martina Hingis, for Uie . 
top ranking, will always answerr - ■; 
to the catt "gifted butejgratlC'^ ,. 
y often la the onegamcwMaitinez^ ' 
’ is a second level pHyer'whofulS:'’ - 
played her best matches.'Yet that I 
'■ is what women's temd*has now.■ ■ 
been reduced to wdih the absence . 

V of Steffi Graf and Monica Seles. 

The other seiiU final betwieen,, * 
Hingis and Anke Huber shoWed ' ‘' ''' 
the other side of wbznen's' tenhis;'- 
When Hingis sat coutt^e afwr , 
lo^ngseven straight gami^ip . -iV I 

Ih^hshefooke.dj706iii^bh.f,f*’\^ 

. As withrtwhyadoleiioeiftiher ^ ^ 
blotdted fate be^ke problems ' 
-with acne and she jpalStd ^ 


become the first Czech to win the 
Australian Open. 

Korda, a ball boy when Lendl 
played Davis Cup for Czechoslovakia, 
turned 30 before the Championships, 
became the oldest Grand Slam finalist 
since Andres Gomez won aged 30 
years and three months at Roland 
Garrowsin 1990, 

The final against Rios was as If two 
generations of players were meeting 
across the net. Rios is a young player 
with the face of a street fighter. Korda 
well. Is not so young. His sharp 
features and toothbrush hairstyle give 
him the appearance of a cartoon 
character. Which is precisely the 


ACnONPLUS 




Marctio Mm was totally outclasaad la liw 
■ ill ha I 


Austrsllsa Opan fisal. Will 
chancalikethisT 


lanr^aaotkar 


point. You wouldn't believe you 
would be saying such a thing about 
Korda a few years ago. But such is the 
dearth of characters in the men's 
game t hat even a Korda will have to do. 

In a world dominated by 
honourable, but colourless men with 
dull charaaers we absolutely need 
individualists who do surprising 
things. 

So send in the clowns. And the 
McEnroes, the Connors', the Kordas, 
and the loonies. • 
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t^a^yem^sAustn^un Open 
mast fj(f the Hpt 
M^H^,iexx£pt1t^^sy 
0t,if it was 
■ ^i^farMH^and 

team far Ou 
'rmt^Presentinasome 
piciotial evident 


lExtraim Isfi) Aftar a straight aats 
victory ovar Marcaie Riot, Potr Korda 
sought out ttia company of his wHo 
Raqlna and daughtar Jassica. Korda 
claimad that thay inspirad him to victory 

(Loft) Doing cartwhaolt. Korda just 
couldn't baliovo hit droam run right 
through and this was his way of 
calobrating 

(Bottom laft) An omotional Korda just 
couidn't hoid back his taars aftar tho win 
and thankod Almighty for ail tha holp 
and luck 

(Right) For Martina Hingis ftiroo things 
coma naturaliy: smiling, tannis and 
winning. Naad wa say moro? ^ 

(Bottom right) Hingis the youngost ovar 
playor to omnd a Grand Slam titio 
succossfully, shakos hands with 
Conchita Martinos whoso hard work 
right through flm Slam wont in vain 
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(Top leltl Aniiro they mM would bo bock. Ho wn. But Agoui could not pump himsolf tip boyond the fourth round when ho loot to 
Borasotoaui. His fans claim that the Andro magic is rstuming. Let's hops 

(Top right) The Aussios thought that the Woodies would sahrago some pride for thorn but fata and the duo of Jonas Biorkman and 
Jacco iHingb had othar plans. They wrsstod away the doubles trophy from tho No.1 pair and loft the Australians deiected 
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(Loft) Nirupama Vai^anathan 
bocoma tho first Indian woman to 
roach a Grand Slam ovont 
Howewr, sho went no forttor 
than round two losing to 
Magdelona Grzybowika 

(Right) MaiyPiorcshasawido 
range of fans on tho circuiL 
Haro's bow they came in 
Melbonnm 


C .BataflartbeSwteMissso 
eat in the third round. 
■Koutnikova was left wondering 
what wont wrong 









(Top) KaroiwboTTbMwaswiMlNo.l SanwratmutthovoaskodwIwnlMwastolilof 
his quartar>l)iial apponont But after Karol Kucora of Slovakia finishod wMi him 4-6, 
2-6,7-6(7-5)3-6, Sampras did not bavo a fpco to show. Now Kucora is a nama ha's not 
going to forgot soon 
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(Extramt itfO Tin 
Autrilfm •XMctMi 
■ lot fni|ii Patrick 
RsIlorwfiownMitba 
last Graad Slam of ’S7. 
Soodod NoZ Raflar 
losttoAlboito 
BaraMtooiii of Spam, 
and with him was 
dathod tho bopos of 
thaAussies 

(Loft) Michaol Chang 
was alwara wall 
rocoivad Down Undar 
and is rospsetad for 
his shear 

doggadnass. But at 
Flinders Park he 
could not procaod 
beyond the second 
round losing to 
Guillaume Raoux of 
Franca Haro ha bids a 
final adieu 




(Right) Thomas Tho 
Taiminator* Mustar 
was shown the door 
byJanAppailof 
Sweden m the first 
round iHalf Mustar 
the 8th seed was m no 
mood to sign 
autographs after that 

(Extromo Right) Pierce 
couldn't help 
shedding a taw taais 
after she saw bar 
dream of a repeat title 
in Melbourne go 
down the dram, 
thanks to a lady 
called Martina 
Hingis. That Hingis 
wont on to become 
the champion uvill be ' 
of littio solace to her 
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INTRODUCING 
INDIA’S MOST 
FUEL EFFICIENT 
CREDIT CARD. 
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Th« new INDIANOIL CITIBANK CARD. The Ideal Credit Card for you While it gives you all the advantages of a 
normal CKIbankCwtl, it also gives you and your vehicle special privileges The evergreen Turbotrack programme 
earns you lUrbo points evnytime you use the card anywhere 

And for every purchase made at IndlanOil retail outlets, you will earn Double lUrbo points These TUrbo points 
^^ 1 ^^ can be accumulated and exchanged for exciting gifts That's not all You will be eligible for a reduced 

• IndlanOH transaction fee of 2% instead of 2 5% and 50% discount on Pollution Checks for your 
vehicle at select IndianOii outlets Plus, 5% off on AMCO & EXIDE batteries bought from their 
authorised outlets And much, much more AS this for using your card to 
IndianOii shop, dine, travel everything you have been doing everyday CmBAN<0 

AppUcaSon loim avaAabl* K s«iKt IndwnOII outou in Ahmadabad Bangalora Banda Caleuna Channal Chandcarti Cochin Coimbatore Indore Jaipur 
Jamahadpur, Kanpur, Ludmow ludNana Mangalora Mumbai NawOalhi Puna Trlchy> For more Marmattonluat call CWPtwna Banking at Mumbai 823 2484 
NawDalhl 371.2484 Channal 852-2484 CatouNa 248-2484 Or call TravalHousaSaivIcaCantrea at Ahmedabad 656 1101 or Puna 623434 
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ANDY O’BRIEN outlines the 
history of doping in 

international 

BIII^LB B concludes 
BHBB_BB. BflL^BB— the recent scandals 
Mf atthePerth 

World Swimming Championships happened because of FINALS 
reluctance to look at the problem in the eye 




I N years to come, the 1998 World competition for a quarter of a century, issue of the 1998 world 

Swimming Championships in The price has been the tarnishing of championships well before the 

Perth are likely to be the world titles in Perth, but the pay Chinese team landed in the capital of 

remembered for ortJy one thing: off has been the hope that the next time Western Australia. It began when the 

the fall of a despised Chinese the world meets at the swimming German team arrived with their 

swimming regime, after a brief but pool in Sydney, competition will be manager Winfried Leopold, who is 

tempestuous international reign. fairer. under investigation by the Berlin 

Yet sporting officials in this part of “I guess if there had to be a Prosecutor's officer for his part in the 

the world are looking at the Chinese controversy of this nature I much former East German doping system, 

drug scandal at the January aquatic rather it happened at Perth in 1998 The Chinese, widely suspected of 

meet as a blessing in disguise. In the than at Sydney in 2000", Sydney's following the East German example, 

wake of the exposure of wide^read Olympics Minister Michael Knight walked into the middle of it all when it 

doping in Chinese swimming, rite ob^rved when the doping scandal was already a growing furore. When a 

Sydney Olympic Games promises to broke at the Perth poolside. human growth hormone was found 

dellverthi; cleanest Olympic But dopii^ had become a central in the bag of one of the Chinese 




IS MIC HELLE SMITH CLEAN? 

At Barcelona, she was a non-entity in the pool. Four years later, she surprised the world 
swimming fraternity by winning three gold medals. The question was how? 



S WIMMER Michelle Smith's 
three gold medals (and one 
silver) at the Atlanta Olympics two 
years ago were so utterly 
unexpeaed that, in a cynical 
sports era in which failure seems 
the only defence to drug-use 
claims, her achievements will 
forever be under suspicion. 

Her absence from the Perth 
World Championships this year 
caused further suspicion that 
Smith had got what she wanted 
from Atlanta and stayed away 
fearing being caught with the 
prospect of losing all the popularity 
(and money) she achieved after 
Atlanta. 

So suspicious is the world of 
Smith's Olympic achievements (in 
an age of specialisation, not many 
people win three gold medals in 
different events) that the multiple 
champion has only won fame in 
her native Ireland. 

At Atlanta, many tried to 
portray her as a monstrous 
creation of the pharmaceuticals 
industry. Smith's life since Atlanta 
has been a mixture of local 
adoration and universal 
condemnation. 

She retreated into the embrace 
of an adoring homeland and 
offered the impression that life 
after Atlanta was one long 
tickertape ride through the 
affections of the Irish people. 

She ate a takeaway burger in the 
back of a Rolls Royce and 
presented a prize to the Aga Khan 
at the races. Her golden perm has 
twinkled in shampoo 
advenisements. There was fanciful 
talk of Nicole Kidman and Tom 
Cruise playing her and her 
husband in the blockbuster first 


week of the 1996 Olympics . 
President Bill Clinton told her not 
to worry about the "crap " (his 
word) she was taking from the 
world media,and asked her to send 
a T-shirt to Chelsea Clinton at the 
White House. Bill Cobs wrote her a 
poem and the wife of Johnny 


Weismuller (Olympic champion, 
better known as Tarzan and the first 
man to break the one-minute 
barrier for the 100m swim) sent 
her a card to say how proud the 
Weismuller family was of her. 
Politicians fell over each other in 
the race to the telex machine to 
share in her "historic 
achievement". All this for a 
swimmer from a country which 
has no fuil sized pool and never 
had a swimmer in an Olympic final. 


When Smith retdmed from 
Atlanta she was met by the Irish 
President, Mary Robinson, who 
stood on a red carpet in the rain. 
She was given an open-topped bus 
ride into Dublin and was feted by 
the public who would listen to 
none of the skeptical whispers of 


an American media jury, who 
inquired about drugs only when 
the winner was from that hazy 
terrain known as abroad. 

Ireland has precious little 
Olympic conquerors and Smith 
increased the country's tally of 
golds by fifty per cent. 

Before her, Irish swimmers 
would ask the winners of their 
events for autographs. Gary 
OToole—one of the few to predict 
that Smith would win gold at 








Atlanta—was considered a freak 
when he finished second in the 
1989 European Championships. 

The Irish inhabit an island with a 
wondrous craggy coastline, yet 
they retreat from water like cats. 
The legend goes that Smith feU in 
love vidth it as a chUd on camping 
trips to the Wexford coast and at 
the age of two, rfbt under a running 
tap just to immerse herself in water. 

Suddenly there was all those 
medals clanking together on the 
parade through Dublin. Suddenly 
there was interest in a sport that 
some Irish say is as compelling as 
watching icicles forming. 

Did all this adoration make her 
feel that the questions about drugs 
and her dramatic emergence in 
Atlanta had finally subsided? 

She would like to think so, that 
nobody can touch her now. She is 
highly educated, had a cultut^lly 
rich childhood and is utterly 
natural and unforced under the 
public gaze. 

But will the rest of the world 
leave her aIone?Can Smith ever 
compete again at the international 
level without bemg hounded by 
the ghosts of Atlanta? Her absence 
from the Perth titles (officially due 
to injury) perhaps indicated an 
answer. Smith has not panicipated 
at any major event since Atlanta. 

Her triumphs in the water were 
of the most complicated type. They 
presented the very modem 
conundrum of a drastically 
Improved performer surpassing all 
reasonable expeaations. 


The Dutch discus thrower is Eric 
de Bruin, and he served a 
four-year ban from athletics. 
Before the 1993 World 
Championships, a dope test on him 
showed abnormal levels of 
testosterone and other substances. 
The two met in the athletes' 
canteen at the Barcelona Olympics 
and de Bruin became Smith's 
full-time coach and instituted a 
punishing training program that 
changed everything from diet to 
sleeping patterns. On the day of 
their wedding. Smith trained from 
5 am to 8 am, had a sleep in the 



■rhe core of her defence on the 
improvement that she showed in 
Atlanta is that she had been 
progressing steadily for four years. 
It was just that nobody had 
noticed. The row in Atlanta was 
such that the American Embassy 
m Dublin issued a statement of 
support. The Atlanta inquests are 
now the stuff of journalistic 
folklore. The methods were brutal, 
but the questions themselves were 
justified. 

"Can you answer in one word if 
you have ever taken 
performance-enhancing drugs," 
was the most famous example. 

"No. 1 have never used 
performance-enhancing drugs," 
Smith answered. 

A posse of reporters set out to 
interview her parents, friends and 
past coaches. 

After the 200m individual 
medley final not one of her 
opponents swam over to 
congratulate her and the 
American Janet Evans said. "Yeah, 
it's a little surprising because it's 
kind of out of nowhere. There are 
suspicions and accusations out 
there...It's a topic of conversation 
on the pool deck." 

Ireland's attitude to her is that 
she was subjected to a witch-hunt 
but nothing came of it. The cold 
truth about Smith is that her 
achievements will never be 
universally recognised. It would be 
tempting to say that tliis is a curse 
of the modern Olympian in a sport 
which has been tainted by drugs 


At Barcelona, fours years before 
Atlanta, she finished 26th out of 32 
in one race, 32nd out of 37th in 
another and 35th overall in the 
third. At 26, in Atlanta, she was 
past a swimmer's prime. 

"She wondered if she would 
ever realise the potential flowing 
through her veins," runs the 
account in her biography. "Then 
she met a Dutch thrower. 'The rest, 
as they say, is history." 


Miciwito Smith wHh US Pmitfant Bill 
Ciiirton after whining the wwnan'a 400m 
individual medley 

afternoon and returned to the pool 
for two hours in the evening. 

The improvement really became 
noticeable in 1994 at the Rome 
World Championships. Smith says 
that by then she was swimming six 
hours a day. She broke Irish 
records 26 times that year and 
began a rapid ascent through the 
rankings. 


over two decades. Yet no such 
suspicion—in America, at least— 
attaches itself to other multiple 
medal winners like Michael 
Johnson. 

At Atlanta, Smith had said, "For 
every American girl who is tested 
once, I am tested five times." Will 
Michelle Smith ever return to the 
pool to wash herself clean of all the 
accusations? 

Andy O'Brien, Perth 






FOCUS 


swimmers at Sydney Airport 
Customs, the effect was like throwing 
gunpowder onto a naked fire. 

Thirteen vials of the hormore 
somatropin (banned as a 
performance-enhancing substance) 
were discovered in a thermos flask In 
the luggage of Yuan Yuan, a silver 
medallist in the 1994 world 
championships Somatropin is high 
on the International Olympic 
Committee's banned list, although no 
tests have yet been developed to 
detect It. 

When journalists approached the 
executive direaor of the International 
Swimming Federation, Cornel 
Marculescti, with the news, he was 
shocked. For days FINA had been 
dealing with the German drug issue and 
now he was being told something 
wildly improbable but certain to 
create a fresh furore. 

"You arc destroying your own 
house," he told the Australian 
Journalists. In successive days, as the 
drugs issue gained momentum, 
leading FINA officials repeated his 
plea to the media to concentrate on 
the sport and not on the drugs. 

But doping has been undermining 
the foundations of swimming for 
decades, to the point that no world 
competition in recent memory has 
been free of festering suspicion. 

As Canadian head coach Dave 
Johnson noted in Perth, swimming, 
particularly women's swimming, lost 
ityinnocence and one of the basic 
tenets of sport in the early 1970s since 
the rise of the East German doping 
regime. Swimming has since been 
unable to offer the athletes a level 
playing held. The cancer of 
pcriormance-enhancing drugs has 
steadily eaten away at the sport's 
integrity. 

For 15 years, from the 1973 world 
championships to the 1988 Olympic 
Games in Seoul, the swimming world 
suspeaed privately that the brilliant 
East German sporting machine was 
steroid-propelled. There was never 
any proof, just suspicions, rumours 
and the certainty of experienced 
swimming coaches and officials, who 
has spent years on the pool deck, that 


the performance patterns were 
unnatural. 

There was the remarkable contrast 
between outstanding female 
performances (steroid abuse has a 
greater effect on women because they 
have lower levels of testosterone) and 
mediocre men, there was the physical 
shape of the women, the 
development of Adam's apples and 
facial hair, the deep voices of teenaged 
girls. Few people spoke out publicly to 
condemn the East Germans. Those 
that did, such as American Olympic 
swimmer Shirley Babashoff, who 
won a silver medal at the 1976 
Montreal Games, were savaged as 
poor losers. In the uneasy silence that 
remained. East Germany flourished, 
winning 28 Olympic gold medals in 
women's swimming from 1976 until 
the tall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. 

Then the truth began to come out. 
To their dismay, the doubters 
discovered that even their strongest 
suspicions underestimated the 
strength and sophistication of the East 
German system. 

There was enormous relief that a 
demon had been exorcised, but within 
one short Olympiad, another spectre 
was on the horizon. 

The same signs which had sparked 
such disbelief about East Germany 
began to emanate from another 
country, one which had no tradition 
of swimming excellence. Chinese 
swimming had entered the game. 

From a beginning of a handful of 
minor medals at the 1988 Olympics, 
China grew within six years to overfill 
the East German space. By 1994 the 
Chinese women were so strong that 
they won 12 of the 16 gold medals on 
offer at the Rome World Swimming 
Championships. 

But there was none of the muted 
reaction, which greeted East Germany 
in the earlier years. Coaches such as 
the famous Australian Don Talbot had 
held their tongues before but their gut 
instincts had been right. There was a 
fresh determination that the leading 
swimming nations would not be 
conned again. Coaches and swimmers 
witnessed and reponed incidents in 
Rome where the Chinese swimmers 


attempted to evade drug tests. They 
spoke openly of their concerns and 
signed a widely circulated petition 
calling on FINA to act on cleaning up 
the sport. 

Proof of their claims came within a 
month. The all-conquering Chinese 
team arrived in Hiroshima for the 
Asian Games and was drug tested by 
surprise. The result was seven positive 
drug tests for steroids. Included 
among them were world 400m 
champion Yang Aihua and 200m 
silver medallist Lu Bin. The 
Pan-Pacific charter nations (Australia, 
the USA, Canada and Japan) decided 
not to invite China to the 1995 edition 
of their championships at Atlanta in 
protest against its suspect system. 

By 1996, (and at the Atlanta 
Olympics) the Chinese swimmers 
were a shadow of their former 
strength. The world 100m freestyle 
record holder Le Jingyi (remember 
the V-shaped lady in the black swim 
costume!) waVthe only one to retain 
her pre-eminence winning her 
country's only gold medal in the pool. 
The criticism of China began to ebb, 
but it was in the middle of 1997 that 




Talbot, the longest’Standing elite 
coach in the world, warned that it was 
too quiet on the doping front, that his 
instincts told him something was 
happening. 

That something was revealed at the 
Chinese National Games in Shanghai 
inOaober last year, when Chinese 
swimmers Wu Yanyan and Chen Yan, 
broke the world records for the 200m 
and 400m individual medley, two 
world records widely assumed to be 
drug-enhanced themselves. East 
German Petra Schneider had held the 
400m mark for 15 years, while 
China's Lin Li was the former record 
holder over 200m. With remarkable 
performances, other Chinese 
swimmers flooded into the upper 
reaches of world rankings in numbers 
unseen since 1994. 

Late last year, the two most 
influential swimming magazines in 
North America, Canada's SwimNews 
and US-based Swimming World 
combined to produce the "Swijpming 
Hall of Shame", listing all the positive 
drug tests in the history of the sport. 

In this decade, 28 Chinese 
swimmers have been caught after 


committing doping offences, while in 
the history of swimming 30 swimmers 
from the rest of the world have given 
positive tests. 

Even taking into account the 
population of a nation which has a 
quarter of the world's people, the 
statistics suggest that doping is 
occurring there at a rate out of all 
proportion to anywhere else. 

Yet even before their arrival in 
Australia for the January world titles, 
Chinese swinuning officials declared 
their swimmers to be "clean". FENA 
officials caught the cheats at a 
morning training session in Perth 
after being refused access to the 
swimmers the previous evening. 

The standard response by the 
Chinese Swimming Association has 
been unchanged since the first 
questions were raised about its doping 
record. Yuan Jaiwei, the association's 
general secretary, repeated the same 
line in Perth after four more 
swimmers tested positive, this time for 
a banned drug used commonly as a 
masking agent for steroids. 

"The doping problem is not only in 
China. We need to join hands to make 


efforts to make the sport clean," 
he said. "The doping problem (in 
China) Is an individual one, and 
should not be taken as a collective 
one," he added, ignoring the fact that 
14 of the 23 Chinese swimmers share 
dub links with the five who were 
suspended since their arrival in 
Australia. 

While the argument that doping is 
an international problem is dedgned 
to deflect critidsm, there is truth to it. 
Even If the Chinese swimming team 
was banned entirely from the Sydney 
Olympics (and many of the world's 
leading coaches had called for that 
after the Perth fiasco) it would be 
naive to suggest that the swimming 
competition would be entirely clean. 

There are undoubtedly Instances of 
drug abuse in every part of the world 
as illustrated by the suspension of 
three leading Russian swimmers in 
December 1997 after they tehed 
positive for steroids at a training camp 
in Cyprus. 

But isolated cases of doping have 
not had the devastating effect on the 
sport that systematic doping has. A 
single swimmer cannot dominate the 
worid and change the course of the 
sport's history. The Atlanta Olympics 
aqua queen, Ireland's Michelle Smith 
is an example of that (See Box). A 
single nation—^East Germany— has 
in the past and has the potential to 
inflia mortal wounds on the sport's 
credibility by snuffing out the dreams 
of generations of swimmers. 

If PINA does not allow exposure of 
the sport's ills, swimming will not be 
defleaed from a path that leads to 
annihilation. 

Yet',as important as the Perth 
doping revelations were, the 
resilience of the competition in the 
pool was equally vital to the sport's 
future. 

Going into the championships, 
many coaches voiced fears it would be 
another Rome, where the women's 
competition would become a travesty. 
Instead, by the exposure of the doping 
scandal Perth seems likely to prove a 
watershed, the moment when 
swimming perhaps stepped back from 
the brink. # 
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S AURAVGANGULY, the 
stylish Indian teh~hander 
who these days is taOking 
runs off every bowler, 
observed in Shatjah duting.the 
Champions Tro^y, thM ofalt 0e '' . 
bowlers he had faced. Wesbin^ram 
was up "there" in his book. The 'soh- 
spoken young man from Calcutta was 
speaking during the lunch break in 
the Pakistan and frtdfaencounter. 
Ganguly had been bhwfed in the 
Indian Inning by AJtranj hi the 
nervous nineties. Thoa^ the . 
dfsappalptineiHofmiaitiga' . 
wpB'^s^edhui^ted wm there, be 
:^ltevedthat pard^fi^baM would. 
iji/^giK'ahylt^-^^ thd world. 
'ifefAkfamlisth^cuUto, 
|^in|irpBea4r. e 
ita^i^sqin^hhigdiff^er^tQrelse^^ 
hdke^cxnidngbacklifybuat^^^^ 
naa^ie^xdvmt)f <hai!i^^^ r . 
p^ebif^otf^faise ^Me horn 
I Abiding to Ganguly he had hot : 
i^^ih^ybc^lefs'tddieadlbreoi. / 

■^UiAintdijBmdGout^ 




thecdcketauthdrlth^atidsidbpbbfkln matches, and ,.^ 

Pakistan have time andagakf i^jl^ ,, btfematioiialikickebCA^^ 
around with Akfam's career, ^ does not have tO proj^l^*’''^^ 

mo^ recent instance was whtn^S . f.one.Aiiiii.evldentinthi 
was/nltiallydrbpp^.homth&0iaihio 'pneri^wthfhuftapdh 
SouthAifltnandgidtbahwe. The -« , - . ranhlesdctp laddRhim, :./' 
seleapt^tmdiheJdhiidai/egidit^ 

Akfahrtvasupfli whereas.hei^ . .'. •<> .;.;v: . 

Jndsdngoh Ids fitnea. After ^ 

hueanday fw wasreinstat^ta^ 
team in tbaehrr the third 
SouthAfrka. 

aearfysomtnhingmystethn^'^^^^.X^^ 'f : 

going on behind the soeidh-'gii^dTt'^^ I 
Pakisiancii^et which is theJ^e^iS^t 
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that'^i!^itihavmg[hptw;i^^A!f^'^^^^^^^ ■>t^issd:;ahd.^ed. nawdoyddM 

fast.^fid&anddespitefea^j^'. •■. ,/; ;;4h.emwiiiteil»eUljw*ta,itf^ 
Paklsum ioxunefamoiiiYia^gkdii '.; ' th<f 

Akraaihasi^rreally 

eoimi^nrftiiejitnp '.;|ffl4^%e fiwvajlinl dtwri^ 

^db^lrithepm!c^,df^..X'< .■ .; 

'/Immokhan^dhd^hddf^ "iy idkt^xomyifArii^^ 

'- ' What is mote ihkjjdkjdij^Xe^y .. 

■'sftd^he'vdithdii^nr^^^^ ’^thiSfeiBk'irorn ._ 

' iL..l^,l^ —.t-jtjL'-.Ll •• fiwbalr.tchm J« th-AWil'AttKUJUH^f 
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‘them. Find out the 


,Imvc even offered the Board to. 

my bankaccounts and assew 
; v'ljj^j^outhowmuchlhaveeained 
. ^ ‘ll^latarted playing cricket. 

' v"' -1 earn enough money from county 
’t^dtei. different endorsement deals 
.V;’ lend as a Pakistan player. There li a|so' ' 

ptetty of security and perks frpminy 
;^inPIA.SowhywouWlneedtoflx 
matches, or take part in gend>Hng, of 

'■!;! betting. Even If these kilegatlons at* i 

' true, will someone leffrtie how can I 
or two players l^a match and deckle 
on its final outlkmfe.!ti$i.ust not : 
possible in a tern game. 

And if you say the Pakistan taamiis 
Involved In fixity mattes, then 
everyone is invdfecd In'it. under my 
t^taincy we woh the ttries In 
. . ^land, the Toronto,; ' 


‘ •' Hv VV' 

Austrafia;!i$*1(|ap 

Ir.Okaa'^i^.sf^^ 




WeiitdiiH ^ 

iddnapp^ a 
a stoiV vd|{iontconfirn^t%%d^^ 1 . 
havebeengedii4ithreafeai^i^^^^ 
t^lSi'sInce 

be«^tha1i)f»^htK^^^ 
aU^iatltonss^dt gma^ beln^fi^ 









: piua*^ of so i^tKli tliiiiit, jltnce Ms 
•iMt^ tfhater/ iiliUk Mfe neyitr 
jhli^'^^endhlntMltOirtatketm 









;ttge y?|ur \'.!y^, ■;! 

country dlB^tly yb!A\;: 

Stitt 

the t6 " 

to 

when tht^y know ^V! 
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The Pakistani cricket captaincy has changed handsSOtimes 
in only 16 seasons 


-y'T is the sort of feat which should 
#'walk’into the pages of the 
m Gutmess Book ot World 
ULRecords. Unfortunately it is not 
the sort of an achievement which 
Pakistan can be proud of, or make any 
other team enviable. 

The troth. In this case, is certainly 
stranger than Haion. Believe it or not, 

IMiid UM: iba litt naa tab* nada Iha 
PaUaiaal aaptala la tlfaan 



ted Piidcisttm front beginning of the last decade 


Mi«ad«lt&iMj^ some leUoW pfaiyifif who ' ; 

refused toiiky oodeirbhii. smtim Khan takes ovei;^ reins for the first 
time Oh tour of England. 

^ Imnn, havihgsuffered a stress fracture of the ^hin, unable to 

bowl to the Worid Chp in Bng^d, is replaced by Zaheer Abbas for the 
three*Ten toui* of 

Selecmn retain as a|i^ lor tow of AtistiaUa but Board dilef 

Nur Khan sacks selectors and leaiwctots Imran. Infured Imran plays only 
two and t^t tooasa batsman. 

Zaheer becomes c^>tain again yafingland^a^ ihome. 

* 1984-B5r Zaheer leads and fit h<We before stepping down 

dtlhg 'nitep^ exhatistibn\hl^hdadback iii^ saddle for the tour of New . 
Zealand: pi|k lose 2>t). ' 

*l985'Sd;MifEKlBdtieUttum!bttitn$yi9Sd!:anka,wlniiing2^ : 
steppingdownfbfavouTtdal^'aitdn.hmmfvsWIathixneandtourQfSrl . 
tanka)./' 

Indiafi*0^, A- ^ 

^ i9g7: b^iranididsPakisi^tovie^vs^^^ fordie. 

first-j'-TV 

•AaMfis .lA Mhtua AduH&i ttn^rorMlrf laevmn'A 


ys Apstrauaashnranoptt ' 




out|ay^gwiM^thie^^ 


[•Jt (i'-f ■” VTTJ r. 
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111 last 16 seasons, the Pakistan 
crldtet capt^cy changed hands 30 


others only stared at defeat. 

Except for brief periods in which 


times with 11 different players taking ( Imran Khan led hom the front, it has 


turns to lead the national team 
—some with great success while 


always been turbulent times for 
Pakistan cncket. 


* 1992>-9^3;Mlandadca)natntnKZ(l>0). 

warim Akiam nametf i»pti^ for foor<M We$t fodies (0^2). Mhmdad 
complalhs of sh^p treatment, but persoadeijita tour/ 

* i993'04fPakbeatamhahwe2<0. Wa(iar1^fonisleadSihffie^t<Mt 
as Wasfan is injured. 

A players' revt^t aptinst Warm's dofrtdneeifogeaptaiifof seei Sajhn 
Malfft takeover i^arge iahrZ (2*1). 

* lP94-95‘Pak led by saiimMalfftdd^^Sd banka 2*0 and Austra&a 

1- O, But Shane wame, Mark Wau^ and Tim May aoruse Malik of 

offering them bribes. ^ 

He Indsagam op tour of South Africa (0>t) and tour of Zimbabwe (won 

2- 1) and amid mme bribery allegations is replaced by Mdfo Khan for the 

Asia Cup in Sharjah. ^ ^ 

MolQ contracts dMidcen pnx and Saeed Anwar takes over the captaincy 
in the last match. 

* 1995-96: RamixIUjaisrecalled from wffdemessafteragap of overtwo 
years and is m«le captain, lead! vs Sff banka at home,, loses 1 >2 and U 
removed from captaincy. 

Akiam mdde cajptaln agalnti fortoor^ Australia (1*2) and New , i 

Zealand (1-0). ^ 

Also leads in the Wills World Cup. But drops out of the crucid^parter 
ffnalgame vafoidfowitharfoittfory. sohadleadsPakmthegarne. boses^ 
i996sSohtilkadsPaktoStages‘duplnStttj»tporesrfjidtPakwb^buf ' 
Uds to <iu«Iffy fm'dte ffnah in die subsequent meet in Sharjah. 

Akram back in rhatge on the tour of Biqdend. beads Pak to 3-2 win Over 
India in the inaugural edhfon of the Sahara Cup in Tonmto. Goes fo 
Natrol^s quadrangular meet, but puUs out after Just one gaxAe due to 
fatfMr'sllbuss. Saeed Anwao'fiflsfo. 

* 1^7:Akrambackagafoatthehehnhitbeh<HneseriesagalmU 
Ikabifowe, Shaijah meet and htdtnPak win the Wsc in AmUra&i ind 
leads Pdt inNZ andahoin theChamplons'Tiophy bi Sfaat^ 

lumik Ifofo retafmcApfofocy agtyfo for thefodependen<«CUi9fo 1 ^ 

Al^puibomcftfottcoumtcpinmittneii^ PakfosefoliMitMfoilhitt 
^^^^^^ta^A3jte<b^^»l!haraCup^sher«lSg|i^^^^ ' 
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’pfoyem'‘ce«oltrtOIi^ryt^mi|i@b'’ 
ffofofffoefoawtlnful^fo^ , \ 
pit^emA iMdstim 
all, 

Theie wmthb utdqM fosthnne 
when the Pakist«milOilrd<^^l^^ < ' 

Khan had sacked theenffmadcet^^ ^ 
eomirnttecforgivtoliZiheerAlihM ? /j»<; 
the reins instead ofImnn Whpmli^ * , 
reappointed later, ‘ 

In 1987-68 President GeneWl^-pl ^ 
Haq pubUciy requested Imran to <|mnt ^ 

out of retirement to lead Pak^m^ wnd ' ''' 
Imran obliged. * ^ 

Imran himself relinquished the \ 
capmincy no less than six ihnestfam^ 
his remarkable career, butr^umed 
eadi time to pick up the reins. In " 

1990-91, he refused to play versus , ’ 

what he termed as a "second rate" 

New Zealand side without the likescd ‘ 
Richard Hadlee, John Wrl^t and ^ 
others. And in 1988-89 he made * ' 

hinuelf unavailable for the home mi¬ 
series versus Australia saying the , 

viwather in Pakistan was too hot to ^ / 

play cricket at that time of the year. , 
Wasim Akram himself has lost the ^ *' 

captaincy (or stepped down) •' 

* r*< 

five times. 

Javed Miandad, one of the finest 
thinkers in the game and an . 

extremely shrewd player with a fine 
track record as a leader was ousted in a 
players' coup in 1981-82. 

Akram was the victim of a simllir ’ 

inddent after the tour of :nmbabwe in 
1993-94. Only, bis successor Salim ^ 

Malik did not last long, after belsV 

accused of offering bribes to ‘ 

Australian players in the 1994-95 
home series 

Such has been the frequency of ^ 

change in leadership fo ti^pakfatan 
ranks that almost eveiy {^ym Wifo 
made hn mark du^^ ^e laip 16 years 
itso got to bec?mtm w6?iddto|an 
captain ' ^ ■< 

fiaz Ahmed iwd Igkgquun-ul-Haq 
am in the quepd.'Qfoh time wiU Cmne«^ 

For, uneasy the head uhichwearit 
the Pakistariiojiptaiii's cTOwn. 

Radiidbafffi^wv that endy too 
welL 

StatikMtrthwiia 


X f ^ jfu 




PUSON 


IN THE 


For years, Indian M 
sports have been 

officials who have VV SV 
cared little for the ^Lum 

sport or the 

players. Enjoying the perks of office has been the 
only objective. Will things ever change? 


UANE mey bhang (poKon 
in the well) 'This is what is 
JL^k. emphasised by dedicated 
and selfless observers who 
have been regretfully watching the 
systematic decline in sports disapline 
and the values of sportsmanship 
Who IS to blame for this dismal 
situation’ 

The main culprits are the l 

politicians the bureaucrats and the 
firmly-entrenched office-bearers of 
the Indian Olympic Association (lOA) 
and the important national sports 
federations 

These officials have spread 
corruption all over they have 
destroyed the very fibre of Indian 
sports It IS these officials who are to 
blame for players resorting to 
unethical practices and unscrupulous 
transactions, including bribery, 
betting and fixing of matches 
Since Independence, the Indian 


sports history reveals that many 
officials have continued in their posts 
till their death They have had the best 
of both worlds They have exploited 
innocent players for their own 
personal gains There arc several 
instances of officials adopting crude 
methods of nepotism An official, for 
example had deaf and dumb athletes, 
wearing the Indian blazer, begging on 
thestreetsof New York All the money 
collected was pocketed by the official 
When such things take place is there 
any hope of a renaissance taking place'’ 

Before big money entered Indian 
sports through TV the 
officials from the district stage to the 
national level hung on to their offices 
tor‘Bharat darshan'. the occasional 
international jamboorees and for a 
few fnnge benefits Now officials are 
lucratively paid as they possess value 
in the form of votes In the last few 
elections of the lOA the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
and some other important 
federations, the value of the vole has 
been assessed as between Rs 3 and 5 
lakh 

There are instances of officials 



accepting air fares from both the rival 
factions for eleaion-meetings An 
official, who may have no clue about 
sports, still represents his state in 
10-15 national federation meetings 
He gets aligned with one group or the 
other, at a price in cash or kind A 
former secretary of the Services Sports 
Control, for example, was out of his 
office for more than 200 days in a year 
for hockey work at home or abroad 
Another official, (a former 
cnckeier), of the same unit 
accompanied the Indian athletic team 
abroad as a manager at the expense of 
an athlete There are more misdeeds 
than deeds committed or enaaed by 
the offiaals, who are guilty of 
polluting the Indian sports 
atmosphere 







In the last lOA election, Suresh 
Kalmadi became the president 
because he had enough funds to buy 
votes at any price. What was most 
shocking was that B.S. Adityan's 
trusted soldiers voted against him, 
because of the lure of money. When 
asked, an official of the Kalmadi group 
said: “We repeated only what Adltyan 
had done in the previous.eleaions." 

Before Adityan won, five years ago, 
the lOA meeting was adjourned 
because of “Olympian vulgarity at 
Madras" in June 1990. Here is a 
descriptions of that meeting; 

"....What followed next was a 
traumatic experience. It was perhaps 
the saddest and the darkest moment 
of Indian sports. As the president of 
the Andhra Pradesh Olympic 


Association came to exercise his vote, 
the ballot papers were snatched, the 
ballot box was thrown away and 
someone hit the court observer. 

“A free-for»all ensued. The police, 
now In much larger strength, used 
lathisto chase away those who tried to 
disrupt the proceedings. Some lOA 
delegates were beaten up. Tempers 
ran high. Supponers of the Shukia 
faaion accused the Adityan faction 
for calling in the police and getting 
honourable members of the house 
roughed up." 

Similar vulgarity has continued 
unabated. Even more well-known 
disciplines, like cricket and 
badininton, are facing unprecedented 
crises. A few years ago, two teams, one 
sui^rted by players and the another 


by Mr.Rungta, turned up for a Ranji 
Trophy match. Had the powers _ 
that-be in the BCCI played the 'ball' 
oorrertly, the players' movement In 
Rajasthan would have succeeded and 
the Board would have got rid of 
Mr.Rungta. 

The lOA is indeed the apex body in 
the country. But lt.is no longer 
supreme in traditions and fair play. It 
is a kind of 'mafia' that has been ruling 
the country's sports. Just as the 
Congress thought that India was its, 
the 'house of Patiala' feels that the 
lOA, in particular, and sports, in 
general, is its 'jagir\ 

Except for one year (1927), when 
Sir Dorab Tata was the president, the 
lOA has been in the grasp of the 
'Patiala house' Maharajahs. From 
Maharaja Bhupinder Singh to 
Maharaja Yadavendra Singh, the 
reign then passed on to Raja Bhalindra 
Singh. The latter, thankfully,'ran the 
affairs of the lOA with the utmost 
dignity, decorum and a considerable 
amount of impartiality. 

After Bhalindra singh passed away, 
Randhir Singh became the lOA 
secretary. Unlike Bhalindra Singh, 
who was a talented cricketer in his 
youth, Randhir Singh specialised in 
shooting. 

There was, however, a sharp 
difference between the father and the 
son. While the Raja was devoted to 
the Olympic movement, it cannot be 
said of Randhir Singh, who devotes 
little time to the affairs of the lOA. 

Randhir Singh has been the 
secretary of the lOA since 1987. He 
was also secretary when B.S. Adityan 
was the president. After a short while, 
the two incumbents drifted away 
from each other In the last eleaions, 
Randhir Singh aligned with the 
Kalmadi faction, which Assumed 
power with a clear mandate. But all Is 
not well with the lOA. There are 
bickerings within. 

In all this infighting, Indian sport is 
suffering. That is why the slogan 'Nine 
hundred million people and no gold 
medal' will continue to echo through 
the years. If the sporting federations 
are not manned by the right people, 
there is very little hope that Indian 
sport will ever see a bright future. # 
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G UNDAPPA RANGANATH 
VlSHWANATH's life these 
days are very quiet, mostly 
restriaed to the serene 
environs of a golf course. There's 
absolutely no cricket except playing in 
stime charity or benefit matches now 
and then. 

The stylish batsman who delighted 
millions of cricket fans throughout 
the world with his delectable squaie 
cuts normally plays golf in the 
mornings before having a change at 
the Karnataka Golf Association to go 
to his office. State Bank of India where 
he works as a chief manager 
(commercial) 

r 


Of course, Vishy did enjoy his 
cricket too, nearly 20 years at the 
first-class level. "People might say 1 
missed quite a few runs and hundreds. 
But I enjoyed my cricket, Hyearsat 
the top rung without a break. I never 
played much one-day cricket, 
probably I would've enjoyed that too 
if I had played. Even though 1 played 
in two World Cups, one-dayers were 
not so frequent during my days," felt 
the Little Master. 

In fact, after he was dropped from 
the Indian team Vishy played for a 
couple of seasons for his state team. 
"Those two seasons I had a chance but 
I couldn't come back. After that 1 was 
with the Karnataka team for two 
more seasons just to help encourage 


youngsters to come up. 1 did 
reasonably well then also," recalled 
Vishy. 

Vishy is now very much serious 
with his golf. That's perhaps one way 
of keeping himself lit. And the golf kit 
can always be found in his car. He has 
been using Titanium clubs called 
Black Cat which he obtained from his 
friend in the United States while he 
was there last year. 

How did he develop an interest in golf? 
"After 1 quit cricket, some of my 
friends who were already into golf 
insisted that I take up the 
game. I applied for a membership at the 
Bangalore Golf Club and Karnataka 
Golf Association 1 got one in KGA two 
years back. Before that I didn't want to 


PPA VISHWANATH 


PHOTOGRAPHS avVUAY 


Vishy, as he is known to one and all, 
joined the bank in the cricketers' 
quota in October 1968 when he was 
barely 19 years old. That was 
immediately alterhis Ranji Trophy 
debut in which he made a then Indian 
record score. Since then he has been 
loyal to the bank, not thinking of any 
change. 

"The bank always enaniragcd me 
at every stage and has looked after me 
well. Even when I was a selector and 
whenever I play a veterans match 
these days the bank has been very 
kind to me," said the 49-year old 
Vishy. As he himself revealed, "If I 
were-not happy I wouldn't have been 
with them for this long. I've got 
promotions at the right time and this is 
my 30th year." 

Ask about his domestic life, pat 
comes the answer. "Basically, we're 
home birds. After I return from the 
bank I don't go out unless I have to. 
Otherwise, most of the time 
I'm at home with my wife Kayftha'and 
my four-year-old son Oaivik. We had 
our child after a long time, so 
whatever I missed out then I'm 
enjoying it now." Vishy explained. 
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play golt because I was not a member 
anywhere After becoming a member 
1 became a regular and since then I've 
also played in BGC where I'm still 
expecting a rpembership,' Vishy 
said 

According to Vishy, he took up golf 
very late, very much after he quit 
cricket Hitherto, he had never played 
the game nor seen it much Also he 
hardly had any knowledge what the 

"I 


game was all about Now Vishy has 
played in two or three Pro-Am 
tournaments with some of the 
professionals like Ai]un Singh and 
Chiranjeev Milkha Singh He has not 
achieved any laurels so far but the 
teams he has represented have come 
close to wmning a couple of times 
"If I had known this game earlier, 
probably I would've jumped into it I 
feel one can play golf at any stage and 


it’s not late for me So I'm playing 
seriously I'm quite regular in some of 
the local tournaments and even 
though I'm not winning I'm enjoying 
It And that's how I'm the course 
everyday It's not that easy to win 
anyway But partiapationitselfgives 
me a lot of boost to keep going," Vishy 
looked cheerful about his golf 
Vishy enjoyed whatever he did 
Like his cncket then and golf now. 




Al tfie Strtte Biuik of India olf»c»! where; he works ..s ihe (.hiel iiMii.uiei frofi'nicfi.i.H' 


even a stint as a selector too in 
between. "It was a nice but tough 
assignment," VIshy revealed." It's a 
thankless job which I knew it before. 
But I really enjoyed it. You've to pick 
only 14 or 15. And only those 14 or 15 
will be with you and the rest are 
against. I believed in one thing: 
whenever I chose a team I was.doing it 
true to my consciousness. And 1 used 
to really sleep well that night. I 


enjoyed that stint as chairman of the 
selectors," Vishy conceded. 

But then there were allegations that 
he promoted must of the Karnataka 
players during his tenure. Vishy 
replied, "Yes I did, because when I was 
heading the committee the other 
members also felt that those players 
from Karnataka were really good and 
their performances showed that. That's 


how they were in. I didn't put any 
presslure on anyone, neither the 
committee not the players. I think 
everyone came on their own, not only 
those six or seven from Karnataka, 
but players from other states too. All 
performance-based and nothing else.” 

Vishy, however, felt it "a bit 
unfortunate” on the ouster of|Pahul 
Dravid, Venkatesh Prasad and Anil 
Kumbie from the Indian squad 
About Prasad I heard that he was not 
fit and things like that. If that was the 
case, the selectors should have come 
out openly. But 1 see no reason in 
dropping Rahul. Well, Kumbie did 
have his ups and downs. But still I 
don't think he should have been out 
of the side. And they're still searching 
for a replacement," Vishy observed. 

Vishy can again get back to the 
selection panel if the Board wants 
him. He is also aware that there 
should be a year's break after 
finishing a four-year tenure. "But 1 
can think of getting back to the 
selection committee only If a • 
three-man panel is formed. I'm not for 
this zonal basis committee of five 
seleaors," he reacted. 

But for the selector's job which he 
got immediately after quitting the 
game Vishy would've been a coach 
now. "I wanted to take a break for a 
couple of years after retiring from 
cricket. But suddenly I got this 
assignment as a selector. Then I got 
into the chairmanship and I was there 
tor nearly six years. It was a full time 
job. I watched a lot of cricket and a lot 
of things happened during those 
years. That time I could not start my 
coaching camp which 1 wanted to. 

Now I'm just taking a break and 
looking forward to having my camp, 
probably a school team in Bangalore 
plus other outside boys. I even did a 
year's coaching job with the Brijesh 
Patel clinic," said Vishy, 

Cricket shaped the career of this 
iilliputian gentleman. What he is 
today, it's because of the game, and to 
give back something In some form 
or the other he got into the selection 
cpmmittee. And now he's planning to 
have his own coaching camp. Good 
luck, Vishy. • 
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W HAT French Open 
champion Gustavo 
Kuerten politely declined as a 
tribute in his hometown of 
Florianopolis, Brazil: A statue 
of him on a main 
thoroughfare. 

T A THY the general editor of 
VY the Sunday B//c/t in 
Switzerland was fired' He 
didn't run Manina Hingis' 
victories prominently enough 
on the front page. 

T ennis player who 
appeared nude in a photo 
exhibit of top athletes and 
Olympians done by Herb Rltts 
and commissioned by Swiss 
watchmaker Tag Heuer: Boris 
Becker. 

T A THAT P?m Shrlver 
V V predicts will be the 
tennis story of 1998: Steffi 
Graf's Comtek. 


H OW much practice-court 
time 1997 U.S. Open 
champion Patrick Rafter puts 
in compared to his Australian 
Davis Cup teammate Mark 
Philippous^s, according to 
1960s Australian star Fred 
StoUe: "Three times as much." 


W HAT Pete Sampras and 
aaress Kimberly 
Williams did on their 
first date: They went hiking 
together. 

TTOW John McBnroe 
XXdescrlbes today's leading 
men tennis players: As "a 
boring bunch of clones." 

W HAT USTA president 
Harry Marmion 
proclaimed "is the best thing 
that has happened to 
American tennis for the last 


(;o! /« nti; .1 

M'lpoit.iiil li'lepliiJHi.’ r-iH (ifirr 
\h(; 111" >(jnii lin;iK (»f 

If)*:' \U F ri.Mich Opt'n 


20 years": Venus Williams. 

P ERSONAGE who phoned 
to congratulate Amanda 
Coetzer after she reached the 
semifinals at the 1997 Prendi 
Open: South African 
President Nelson Mandela. 


A DDRESS of the Thomas 
j^LMuster Fan Club: c/o 
Giovanna Gaudio, via Galieno 
46,80053 c/Stabia (Na), Italy. 


*|^tJMBER of Adidas size 9 
JLN1/2 tennis shoes that 
Anna Kovmikova goes . • 

throughper year: 50 to '60< 

N tjMBER of publisher^ 
who told the late Arthur 
Asherwho wrote the 
aedahned prilogfr Bard Ro^d 
to G/ory,d|iat nobody really ^ 
cared about the history of ^e ,* ' 
blade athld:e —befoife Wamdfi \ 
Boohs published ht About ;io.' 

> ... t ^ 

^ . J J . . . t , 
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READERS' 

UIZ 


QUESTIONS I 


I Whai were the 
• two conditions 
that Gary Sobers insisted 
on if he was to act for the 
movie Two Gentlemen's 
Sherry 7 

2 In which sport did 
• Jemima Goldsmith 
represent her country? 




Amwnr to OuMlioii N«J 

3 In archery what is a 
• 'petticoat'? 

4 Which famous NBA 
• player was 
nicknamed 'Madonna's 
Toy Boy"^ 

5 What IS a'hospital 
• pass' in soccer? 




AnwarloOiiMiioiiNo.ia 


6 If Imran Khan 
• founded the 
Shaukat Khanum 
Memorial Hospital then 
who is the founder of the 
Islamic People Hospital 
Trust? 

7 With which sport 
.would you use the 
terms 'Open Gate' and 
Close Gate'? 

8 Which international 
• cricketer is 
nicknamed Chicken 
George'? 

9 Which international 
• cricketer is 

nicknamed The Squirrel'? 


1 ^ Whkhstar 
XL/, footballer is 
nicknamed 'Dermis the 
Menace'? 

I I If Carl Lewis 
X • represented the 
Santa Monica dub, which 
(in)famous athlete 
represented the Mazda 
Optimistic Sports Club? 


ANSWERS 


^ ‘ 4 r "■ 

%. thetwQdondltloiww^is^i)tNe*ewdu|^be 
ho rrMlre'UpAiJd b) t]b« ifbyen 
ttal. . < i ^, 

1 Show Junking. 

1. itutpanoftheuigeifiaeewhldtttouf^, 
the laigest ring and has ho scorjbg vtdue. 

4 penirisRodtaait. , 

4ttiref«rstdafWMsobkdlytirrietforspba4^ < 

judged thtt the ledptent Is likely tdbetc#nld ^ 

eshege^riiehaU. , , 

4 JetaatighKhtut. ’ * > \ , 

7,Ski|iig,^ ,, '• ' A 
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Sachin Tandulkar at the MRF Pmhon at the 
Auto Expo '98 on 21st January 1998. 


SACHIN 

JENDULKAR 

SUMSITUPALL 


Hereb wMhe wmbintheMtofs^lHHfkattheMiyPavnkH^ 


Jh u/^ Cl SuptnJf aoC,pOl4Cu tJU 

M f StcxMt X” had Sun ''<» 

^ ^ cdoid ^ 

"ksp do Jt£x*o • 




Now you can yisit tfie MRF Website at vmw.mrttyree.com 
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USA's NIKKi STONE 
wipM sway a Mar afitr 
winning ths wonwn's 
fraaatyla asnal skiing 
gold 



















Right Alpin* skating superstar ALBERTO 
TOMBA of Italy watches from ths finish 
area after crashing out of ths man’s giant 
slalom. Tomba, gold modallist of the 
avant atths 1968 and 199Z Wlntsr 
Olympics caught a ski on a pate at the top 
of ths course and erashod (inssti into the 
safety netting. This was bis last Gamas. 
Germany's HlLDE GREG (below) after 
winning ths woman’s slalom geld modal. 
She won with a timing of 1:32.40. 
American ERIC BERGOUST (below right) 
listens to the Star Spangled Banner 
during the medals coramony sfisr ha 
racsivod the gold for the man’s fraamyla 
skiing sorisis 





BJORN DAEHLIE (30) became the 
Norwegian king of cross country, 
winning a record eight gold 
medals. He also equalled an 
Olympic record of a sixth gold 
medal by clinching the 10km 
classical s^le and became the 
greatest Winter Games star. 
TAKEFUm NISHITANI (ri«M) who 
won the gold in the 500m short 
track and HOTOSHIUEMATSU of 
Japan show their medals 






Clockwise from above: 


Top; Emperor AKIHITO end Empress MiCHIKO 
watch the closing ceremony of flie XVlii 
Winter Games where 2400 athletes from 72 


nations participated. Members of the US team 
(right) carry a Thank You Nagano' banner. The 
next Games will be held in Salt Lake City (USA) 
in 2002. Russia’s SERGEI NEMCHINOV (centre) 
falls on Czech goalie DOMNIK HASEK (left) as 
ROMAN HAMILIK looks on during the men's 
hockey final (below right) at the Big Hat The 
Czechs won die gold, ne participants carrying 
their respective national flags during the closing 
ceremony 


patad. Members of the US team 









FOCUS 


Karihiktyan who drew thunderous 
applause from the audience for his 
impeccable driving in the Formula 
Campuscars As many as 16 Campus 
tars participated and eight had 
Indians in iheir cockpits, and the rest 
tornprised of Frenchmen and a 
French lady Melina Priam who was 
the only female paiticipant 

The Formula Campus ilthich is a 
very basic formula car was 
introduced in the Asian circuit by Mr 
Yoorig of Malaysia who once 
promoted the Formula Asia senes 
This was done to run a 'Junior 
Championship so that youngsters 
could be trained to later take up the 
Formula Asia senes which isa 
formula car built on the lines of a 
Formula Vauxhall and Tormula 
Lotus This would fuither help the 
champion of every year to get into the 


I T was a fairly decent crowd that 
greeted the organisers and the 
competitors of the 41st All India 
Motor Race Meet that was held 
111 the first weekend of Februar> at the 
MMSC tracks at ( hennai 
Two 5 lap races for Ciroup L 
(modilied) and Group D 
(immodilted) bikes 
up to 1 lOcc three 5 lap laccs loi 
Group A 125 and 250cc bikes and 2 
races for the 

TVS Race A Bike-Championship 
plus 2 races for Gioup N (unmodified) 
Fstcem and 3 for the Lit Foimula 
Campus Cars ancla single race lor 
McDowell 1000 cars driven by CEO S 
(who incidentally are vetenn raceis) 
marked the two da> calendai foi the 
41 St All India Motor Race Meet 
Thanks lo Vicky Chandok whose 
hype on ilu races made it at least 
mentally c xcitmg for the spe*ctaiors 
The bike lacc rs lifted the spirits ol 
the spectators with Irian Sherill 
Rajkumarand some Sri Lankan riders 
performing wheelie after wheelieon 
the Dunlop bridge before the 
McDowell corner which runs into the 
straight But it was Narain 

Spactalora war* tbniltd by tbs whesiws dona 
by tha mobikt ridars. Kara, M R Raikinnaf 
doaa ona on hit way to win tba Group A125 cc 5 
lap raca 
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RACING 

MOMENTS 

The Ail India Motor Race Meet at Chennai 
provided some good racing and excitement for 
the spectators. However, much remains to be 
done for the improvement of motor sport in 
India 

FROM GEORGE FRANCIS CHENNAI 






Mfiit 

If yoB Ihm^ glaiMiir mbtad mIv ■romd tlw 
FI paddocuwaprawnt toon BvioMci from 
comanratlva Cbamiai. That’s Gaillauaw Graat 
of Fraaoa who was tha Fenwia Campus 
catspory boioi iMoivfowod 

Nataio Kartbikoyan is India’s bast bepa irf 
boeaniiaB a Fonmiia Ono drivor and ba plans ta 
batMroEy2M0 

next higher level of motor racing 
ultimately producing more and more 
racing talent from Asia for the 
Formula 1 series, which remains the 
ultimate in motor racing. 

Yoong ran into problems within five 
years and the company was 
squashed. With no one around to take 
up from where Yoong left it. Elf picked 
up about 20 cars to promote their 
product, and tried selling fleets of 
these cars to interested individuals. It 
was through them that these Campus 
cars were brought to India. MMSC 





Tha big thott: lira induttrialiMs iMiticliwtail in 
the CEO's men. Gsutnn Singhsnia (sacond 
from rigbt) finiabad tint wbiia Vijay Maiiya 
(liiini from right) finlShad nmnara-uii and Aiit 
Thomas (sxtrsma right) finishad third 

gave one tiie impression that it was a 
major catch for the 41 $t AIMRM. 

All said and done, there was no 
complaint on the speeds these 
machines could achieve and the 3 
races they ran was definitely a 
spectators' delight. Guillanie Greut of 
France and Narain Karthikeyan, the 
1996 Formula Asia Champion were 
the contenders to the throne. Gruet 
went on to win the Formula Campus 
title while India's chief hope had to 
remain content with a runner-up spot 
in one of the Campus car races. 
Technical problems and fatigue saw 
Karthikeyan relinquish his quest. 

The 22-year Coimbatore lad, Narain 
(son of the rallying legend and cotton 
merchant Karthikeyan) has proved 
that the efforts taken by his 
'perfectionist' father to send him to 
racing schools in the UK, while young 
has proved useful. Narain is the 
flO 


first Indian to win any Asian level 
motor racing Championship.the 
Formula Asia Championship in 1996. 
Narain had one more first to his credit 
last year. He finished on top in the 
Formula Vauxhall races at 
Donnington in the UK. He finished 
eighth in the overall championship 
standings. 

A hard worker by temperament, 
Narain is a very shy and private 
person. Today, his eyes are set on the 
Formula 3 British Championships. 
This could be a step further towards 
the ultimate goal of becoming a 
Formula 1 driver. "I feel it is the next 
step towards my dream of becoming a 
Formula One driver. Consistency in 
performance in the F-3 class should 
make me work towards a Formula 1 
driver status by 2000. Hard work and 
determination has no substitute and 
I will work towards that," said Narain. 

Narain who has a Rs two crores budget 
per year for his racing now, has 
luckily, found some sponsors. Hie UB 


Group (Kingfisher)(Rs. 65 lakhs), JK 
Tyres (Rs. 25 lakhs) and Vijayashree 
Textiles, Coimbatore (Rs. 13 lakhs) are 
the current sponsors of Narain. Opel 
and Mobil will supply hirft the engines 
which are valued at about Rs 65 lakhs. 

When Karthikeyan was not 
providing the excitement, the 
'Cheering Brigade' brought in by 
McDowell kept the crowds awake and 
excited. The CEO's race was the other 
event, that brought in glamour to the 
e\ ent. Though there were only five 
CEO's, Gautam Singhania 
(Raymonds), Vijay Mallya 
(McDowell), and Ajit Thomas (AVT) 
finished in that order. It was a race to 
be won by Mallya who led for 
three of the five laps before conceding 
his position to Singhania after losing 
the power of his ehgine. 

Though the Madras Motor Sports 
Club (MMSC)did put up a much 
better show than in the last few years, 
the faa that MMSC is progressing (if 
so) was not evident anywhere. The 
organisers of the 41$t Annual event 
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have failed miserably in making use of 
the new track brought up at 
Irungattukottatabout 40 kms. from 
downtown Chennai. The 3.7 kms. 
track, which has 10 major curves, is 
considered a challenge to the 
driving/riding skills of the competitors 
than for the sheer power of racing. 
Sanaioned to ride all makes and types 
of motor cycles. Formula III is the limit 
for the drivers. Conforming to FIA 
(Federation Internationale du 
Motorcycliste) standards, the trustees 
of this potential money- making 
proposition owe Indian Bank crorcs of 
rupees only as interest. Said one of the 
old-time organisers, "When we 
bought the track, the various chunks 
of land forming the reaangular plot, 
other than the track itself, was bought 
up between the Trustees, who 
promised to build rest houses, resorts 
and restaurants." Today, the 
spectator who travels 40kms to see a 
race, has to cough up hundred rupees 
for a sub-standard lunch. A coltf drink 
costs Rs. 1S/- and above and an ice 
candy is also priced similarly. 

This is one of the major deterrents 
for spectator support to motor sports 
in India. Ideally, they should keep the 
gates free and arrange some 
recreation areas for speaators to 
celebrate their weekends with their 
families. Unlike our track record, 
similar versions of motor sports 
abroad offer so much recreation, that 
a 'facing Sunday' (the Sunday after 
the race) is a fun- filled holiday at the 
circuit. 

The MMSC,on the other hand,have 
taken no steps so far to pull in the 
crowds. Come February every year, 
and all the minus points are swept 
under the carpet, under the pretext of 
the Ail India Motor Race Meet. There 
is no news of the track latrt, except 
when the MMSC decides to use the 
track as a 'special stage' for the South 
India Rally. Otherwise the only time 
the track comes alive to racers, officials 
and the watchmen, who total 100 
including this lone pressperson,is 
during the All India Road Racing 
Championship. 

Ultimately who is the loser? The 
MMSC, the Federation of Motor 



Sports Clubs of India, the Press, or the 
competitors? The answer is obvious. 
Years back there was a suggestion to 
run a Racing School. With veterans 
galore in Chennai, and racing legend 
Kari's single seater Marutis available, 
how much would it take to go around 
to the colleges and schools to scout for 
talent? 

What it takes is some kind of a 
commitment to promote the sport, 
educate the public on motor spons 
and find new and exciting drivers. 
With so much of corporate 
sponsorship now available,even funds 
should not be a major problem. 
Funher, the old guard at the helm has 
to move out and make way for the 


younger generation who can bring in 
iheir brand of dynamic management. 

if MMSC docs not wake up fast, one 
shouldn't be surprised if one day the 
morning papers carry a brief "Indian 
Bank takes over the MMSC tracks " 
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IN CHE 


Says former World 
Championship 
challenger 
NIGEL SHORT in a 
wide-ranging interview 



A fter Bobby Fischer. Nigel Short 
was the only non-Russian to he a 
challenger for the World 
Championship crown. The enigma 
that he is. Short is known more for his 
chansma, than his chess prowess. He 
has also been quite controversial. 

He was in Calcutta recently to 
take part m the Goodricke 
International Open Chess 
Tournament 

Here are excerpts from the 
interview: 


How do you rate your chess 
career? 

Since the Second World War, only 
two non-Russians have challenged 
the reigning world champion. One 


was Bobby Fischer and the other was 
myself. (Of course, now we have your 
Vishwanathan Anand also.) I guess I 
have carved my name in chess history. 
But, of late, my performance has not 
been up to the mark. But I can play 
better chess if I want to. You need the 
correct motivation. In world 
championship matches, for example, 
you have to give your hundred per 
cent, because you know these games 
would be remembered. In open 
tournaments, you win a lot of money 
but you don't make history. 

According to players like 
grandmaster Saba Horvath of 
Hungary, the Kasparov-Deep 
Thought match was a hoax. 
Supposedly, Kasparov was paid a 
lot of money to lose. What do you 


think? Also, do you believe that ^ 

computers would pose a threat to 
the hunuin world champions in 
future? 

Please believe me, but the outcome of 
the match was NOT decided 
beforehand. I know Garry. For Garry, 
money is i symbol of power, a 
necessity. But definitely, money is not 
his prime motivation. He would 
surely not accept money to lose a 
match. 

As for having a computer as a world 
champion, I don't think there is a 
realistic chance of having a software 
reigning supremein chess but, of 
course, we can speculate. 

Do you think that now that the 
PCA has ceased to exist, FIDE 
would acctmunodate Kasparov? 
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In less than five years, I can see 
Kasparov playing in the FIDE circuit. 
In faa, this year itself, we might see 
Kasparov staging a comeback. He will 
be playing against Vladimir Kramnik 
or Vishwanathan Anand.But Karpov 
is a smart cookie. He is really bright. 
Speaking to FIDE delegates in London 
earlier this year, I found that there was 
some uneasiness with the new 
format, which gave all the advantage 
to Karpov. From the next world 
championship cycle, if Kasparov 
plays, the whole system will have to 
be modified. 

How do you see yourself five years 
from now? 

Five years from now, I don't think I'd 
be challenging Garry Kasparov for the 
World Championship crown. " 


although I ^on't be surprised if that 
happens. Mathew Sadler, at present, 
is the highest'rated player in England. 
Against him. I don't think I'd lose. 

My rating was taken away after I 
had formed the Professional Chess 
Association, breaking away from 
FIDE. My current aim therefore is to 
Just get back to the top ten list. I've 
been among the top ten players of the 
world for about ten years now. 

When I reach 45, maybe I'd be a 
chess coach, preparing lectures for the 
National Olympiad team or coaching 
the juniors. Write books. Live a life of 
Indolence. 

You are originally from Leigh, 
Lancashire. Have you settled In 
Greece because the chess 
environment Is bettinr there? 

No. My wife, Rhea, is a Greek. 

Actually if you intend to earn your 



bread from chess the important thing 
is to stay somewhere in Europe. In fact 
I would say that it is an absolute must 
that you stay in Europe. 

Take Anand's example. He is now a 
dtizen of Spain. That way he saves a 
lot of money on airfare. The Spanish 
climate, chess or otherwise, is just 
perfea for the Indian maestro. I prefer 
Greece. 

You have become controversial, 
after the PCA episode whni you 
decided to break away, along 
with Kasparov, from ^e world 
chess body FIDE. How do you see 
yourself as a person? 

You know, as a teenager I used to play 
the bass guitar and belonged to a rock 
band. In faa I remember giving my 
first live performance on TV when I 
was fifteen. But as we grew up, my 
friends dispersed, and the rock band 
dissolved. At seventeen I quit school 
and decided to take up chess seriously. 
But 1 loved economics and commerce. 

I guess'I would have been a stock 
exchange broker had I not been a 
chess player, and done pretty well for 
myself as a broker. So you see I am an 
ordinary human. 

But I won't say I am perfect. In fact I 
have had my shares of trials and 
errors. I made my greatest mistake in 
1973. Don't ask me what. 

Tell us something about your 
hobbles—music and politics. 

Well, I simply love the blues. My 
favourite artist is 'New Young'. 'New 
Young' somehow reminds me of 
myself as a chess player. When he is 
good, he is really go<^, but when he is 
bad, he is awful. Currently, I've been 
too pre-occupied with other things to 
listen to much music, but I watch a lot 
of MTV. I don't like the 'Spice Girls'. 

I am a staunch conservative. In fact 
1 had contemplated getting into active 
politics at one point of time. But you 
know, I don't want my private life to 
be dissected in public. 

Kavalek, who had helped Fischer 
during his matches against 
Spassky, was your second for 
quite some time. Why did you 






leave him? Who is your current 
second? 

I don't have a second at present. You 
need to have a perfect frequency with 
your seconds to really benefit. With 
Kavalek, we had our differences. It 
reached a point where it hampered 
my work. Kavalek was too greedy for 
money, so I had to sack him. 

Now 1 prepare alone. Of course 
having a laptop with the latest data 
base helps. 

Would you advise the youngsters 
of today to quit studies like you 
did, and take up chess as a 
profession? 

When 1 dropped out from school at 17, 
it definitely helped my chess career. 
But as a rule of thumb, I would say, 
don't take up chess as a profession if 
you are not a grandmaster or 
somewhere near the grandmaster 
title, by the age of twenty. 

There is money to be made in chess. 
And glamour. But it is extremely hard 
work. Moreover you have to invest a 
lump sum initially. For example, you 
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need to have a laptop computer and 
the latest data base. You have to settle 
somewhere in Europe. You need to be 
coached professionally. All this 
involves a lot of money. 

I've been somewhat disillusioned 
by the professional chess world. In fact 
I won't let my six-year-old daughter 
Ky veil take up chess seriously when 
she grows up. 

What is your assessment of the 
Indian chess scenario? 

The Goodricke tournament is very 
good. In fact it was stronger than what 
I had anticipated. I would say the 
Indian players play far better than 
what their FIDE ratings are. I had 
played Neelotpai Das. He seems to 
know a lot of chess theory, but he still 
has a long way to go. Sashikiran, 
Dinesh Sharma and Surya Sekhar 
Ganguli are very good. But I don't 
think they are exceptionally talented 


or have the potential to be the future 
world champion. But you can never 
tell. 

There were some players who had 
lost their motivation to perform and a 
sort of complacency had set in. The 
spectators were a mixed crowd. Some 
enjoyed the games. Some enjoyed the 
players. There were some people who 
knew very little chess, but were 
mesmerised with the glamour of'the 
game. 

What is your next destination? 
Would you like to coach some of 
our youngsters, like the luunes 
you have just mentioned? 

I am heading for Spain, to play a 
couple of tournaments there. 

As for coaching in India, yes I would 
definitely love that. I would love to 
play exhibition matches or give 
lectures. But I am ^professional, and I 
need a sponsor for these activities. 

But I have fallen in love with the 
City of Joy. and would surely come 
back if the organisers invite me next 
year. 









O N a whim, while on vacation, “But Bhaichung is excellent," 

I went with my cousin to sec a another man says. 

National League football "Most of the players In Bengal 

match between F. C. Kochin and football are foreign imports. It's 

Mohun Bagan at the Kochi preventing the Iftcal talent from 

International stadium. Forty-five coming up," a man opines... 

minutes before the match starts, there The game, in unpunctual India, 
are long queues before the stadium starts at precisely 6 p.m. From the 

gates. In the large car park in front, word go, it is F.C.Kochin's match, 

there are several dozen cars, jeeps. They launch raid after raid on the 

vans and an occasional mini bus Mohun Bagan goal. Shots by 

"They are all out-of-towners, I.M.Vijayan, Carlton Chapman and 

coming from places like Trichur and Raman Vijayan go over the bar, by the 
Calicut," my cousin observes. side of the posts, straight into former 

Inside, the stadium looks attractive Indian captain Hemanta Dora's very 

with its alternating orange, blue, capable hands, 

yellow and red plastic seats in "Poor finishing, poor finishing," 

different sections and the four people keep remarking. The 

floodlight structures lowering above spectators moan and groan in 
the field Half the stadium is already disappointment, 
full This IS a Thursday evening, a Thequalityof the football is so 

week day, but the crowd is already visually unattractive. The moves by 
quite impressive. There is an air of both the teams are disjointed; there is 

expectation. The players of both the no smooth build up of attack. It all 
teams are limbering up on the field. seems to be done so haphazardly. The 

A drum beat starts up on the contrast with the smooth moves in 

terraces. People are hoping that F. C. international football that we see 
Kochin would put it across Bagan in almost daily on 'ESPN' and 'Star 
their home town. For so long, Calcutta Sports' is just too much. I tell 
has been the headquarters of Indian my cousin this, 
football. Now, by overhearing He gives a bright smile and says, "Be 

snatches of conversation among the optimistic. Within 100 years, we 
spectators, it Is clear that the Keralites should reach an international 
think that Bengal's aura of standard." 

invincibility is over. The match continues. Bagan is in a 

"I remember seeing Subhash- comatose state, T^anly man who is 

BhowmickMd(^utatnS«rkarinthe f myake is cOipch Cnatiliuttni, on the 
Seventies. Theywere too good. . splines, weartng^lupftrack pant 
Bengal doesn't produce players like 'and|» pink T-shirt, ihds jumping up 

that any more," a man rem^ks. / and d^n and gesticujiadhg and 



shouting like crazy at his players. The 
referee, Inayatullah Khan, blows a 
whistle in warning to him. Chathunni 
joins his palms together in a silent 
apology. 

Break time. No goals. 

My cousin tells me of the time in 
Dubai when he went to see a local 
football contest with an Arab Sheikh. 
The latter was going to see a match 
after many years of watching the 
game on'TV. 

When a goal was scored, he turned 
to my cousin and said, "Where is the 
replay?" 

"In your head," was what my 
cousin wanted to tell the Sheikh but 
didn't. 

"Is he dumb?" task. 

"Not when you looked at his 
wallet," my cousin replies 
immediately. 

The match resumes. Somehow, 

F.C. Kochin have lost their spirit and 
rhythm. They have missed far too 
many opportunities in the first half. It 
has sapped their enthusiasm. Bagan 
senses it. They launch the occasional 
counter-attack. They are allowed 
open spaces on the field. 

Suddenly, a free kick is awarded, a 
few yards outside the box. Chima 
Okerie—barrel-chested, with tree 
trunk legs—strikes a pile driver that 
hits the inner part of the bar and goes 
in. (1 -Ol.The spectators are stunned 
into silence by this goal, scored against 
the run of play. Despite all the talk 
about the centre of football moving 
from Bengal to Kerala, the former is 
still putting it across the home team. 

With twenty-five minutes left for 
the match to finish, the crowd begins 
to walk out In droves. How quickly we 
give up, I thought. A country like 
Germany would think twenty-five 
minutes more of a match is like a 
lifetime. But not Indians, nor the F. C. 
Kochin players. The whole stadium 
has given up. It comes as no surprise 
when the end result is one nil for 
Bagan. *■ 

Outside, in the car park, my cousin 
discovers, to his utter chagrin, what 
seems to epitomise the state of Indian 
football: a flat tyre. 

Shevfm Sebastian 
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THE NEW DON 

SACHIN TENDULKAR ushers in a new era in international cricket 


BYSUMITMUKHERJEE 


"l! 


WILL be going to bed 
having nightmares of 
Sachin just running 
-down the wicket and 
belting me back over the head for six" 

That is what Shane Warne, the 
world's most successful spinner, had 
to say after returning home from an 
Indian odyssey which has also left 
most of his mates in a state of shock. 

Never before in the post-Bradman 
era has one man so overwhelmingly 
dominated a rival attack as Sachin 
Ramesh Tendulkar has done in recent 
times versus the Aussies. Over the 
past two-and-a-half months, Shane 
Warne and Co. have had no respite 
from his punitive blade, which has 
fetched him more than 1,000 runs 
—all forms of the game included. 

The Aussies will indeed need some 
time to recover from the battering at 
the hands of the dimunitive Indian 
who is being hailed as 'The New Don. 

It is not easy to step into the shoes of 
the legendary Sir Donald Bradman 
whose exidoits on a pitch are now pan 
of cricketing folklore. But such has 
been Tendulkar's form with the bat 
that cricket writers as well as experts, 
having run out of adjectives, are left 
with no choice but measure him 
against the living legend, who has 
perhaps been the ultimate in the art of 
batting 

When Brian Lara scripted those 
world records—375 in Tests and 501 
in a first-class game—just about 
everybody labelled him the 
'left-handed Bradman. But the West 
Indian's subsequent inconsistency as 
well as his ego problem with the West 
Indies Board has diluted the adage 
somewhat. 

SacMa Tandaikir wMi iIm Mn of die Sariee 
InpliywiiichlMracaivadM allif 
iaetalora Test 
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Lara, who had left Tendulkar a few 
laps behind in the race for the best 
batsman in the world title after those 
heady days, has slipped quite a bit. 
And Tendulkar, despite a very 
disappointing year in the hot seat, has 
come back with a vengeance. The 
cricket pitch is no longer a happy place 
for bowlers, especially if Sachin 
happens to be taking guard at the 
other end. The Lara-Tendulkar rivalry 
may continue, but for the moment 
there are no prizes for guessing who is 
the king. And the single-minded 
approach of Sachin only suggests that 
he may be holding court for long. 

In a way, Wame's tribute to 
Tendulkar—from one all-time great 
to another—sums up the 
psychological state of the Australians 




The kind of support 
Saehin hM been pmng 
to the Indian Hne^up 
despite heinp 
unseated, can only he 
an eye-opener to 
others, especially 
those who tend to put 
personal interests 
before national pride 
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who have suffered the most at 
Tendulkar's hands. Every time the 
Aussie thinktank thought up a 
method to curb Tendulkar's madness, 
the little master's innovative bent of 
mind helped him remain one step 
ahead. 

But are all these comparisons to Sir 
Don mere media-hype which will 
burst with his next failure? Well, 
labels and comparisons only have a 
limited appeal. In the ultimate 
analysis, a player is always 
remembered for what he was and not 
for what he could have been. 

Hie biggest compliment for Sachin 
has obviously come from Sir Don 
himself. In a rare interview, a couple of 
years back. Sir Don, talking about the 
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Indian prodigy had said "Hernnlnds 
me of myself" Coming from the 
legend himself, it means much 

But, in what way is Sachin similar to 
the Don? Those who have had the 
privilege of having watched both in 
action, say, the simiianty hes m the 
fact that both love to dominate the 
bowlmg 

If batting was all about keeping the 
bad ball out, Geoff Boycott would 


have beaten others hands down. Viv 
Richards has been the most 
intimidating of batsmen in 
contemporary ciidcet. His undiluted 
aggression often bordered on 
arrogance, but he too could not be 
bracketed with the Don. For, batting is 
an art, which requires some 
finesse—a touch of aesthetics. 

Australia's one-day captain Steve 
Waugh has said that he hasnotseena 



more sweeter timer of the ball than 
Sachin. Apart from his unbridled 
aggression, it is his timing which 
compares favourably with Sir Don's 
style. And, of course, Sachin's sharp 
cricketing brain is one of the qualities 
which goes 

into the making of a legend. 

TechnicaUy, Sachin is far from 
perfect Lara, m fact has^ tighter 
defence and better temperament to 
play a longer innings. But the West 
Indies captain lacks the flair which sets 
Sachin apart hi a crowd 

The problem with Sachin is that he 
is often his own enemy. When he is. 
charged up, he tends to get a bit 
earned away and ends up gifting his 
wicket to the hapless bowler. Also, he 
tends to play across the line. 

» > 
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However, whatever may be his 
technical flaws, the fact is Tendulkar 
had gone from strength to strength in 
mtemaaonal cricket since making his 
debut as a wide-eyed 16-year-old on 
the add tour of Pakistan in 1989. 

The important thing is he has scored 
heavily. Against every attack both at 
home and overseas. That is how he 
has always played the game and (hat is 
what makes him so special—« rare 
Jewel in the game. 

For Indian cricket, wallowing in 
mediocrity, Tendulkar is God's gift. It 
is not easy for a 2S«year-oId, to live up 
to the expectations of 90 crore 
Indians every time he walks out to bat. 
Yet, more often than not, he has given 
millions of his countrymen something 
to cheer about as he did In Shaijah the 
other night. 
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Aiharuddin racaivn tha Coca Cola trophy after 
wianing tho Sharjah cnckat final agaiiwt 
Auatralla, thanks to Sachin's suporiativo 
parformanca 

The Sharjah triumph was, tn tact, a 
personal victory for Sachin who 
batted like a man possessed in the last 
two games Those who saw him bat in 
the final league game would testify 
that It was perhaps one of the best 
one day innings ever played 

The sort of innings Sachin played 
when India needed to qualify for the 
final, was as rare as the desert storm 
which lashed the stadium m course of 
that knock The mild sand storm may 
have taken everyone by surprise—it 
even amused the Ausstes But what 
happened in the aftermath left the 
Aussies devastated as Sachin went on 
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the rampage 

The effortless ease with which he 
clobbered the bowlers to all parts of 
the ground and beyond meant the 
master blaster was going for the bigger 
target—^viaory But for a stupid piece 
8 


of umpiring—the shoulder-high 
delivery should have been called a 
no-ball—^Sachin would have gifted 
India an improbable win 
Well, he did Two days later Same 
venue, same opposition, against all 


odds Bach and every WorldTel 
commentator had opmed that 
Australia were the favourites. Only 
Sachin thought otherwise. When the 
whole team should have chipped in to 
gift him a victory on his 25th birthday. 











Aihar drim iIm Op«t Alin iwMcii SacMn 
Tmduflur WM for btini Iht Mm Of Hm SvriM 


single-handedly won the Cup for 
India. 

There was the odd eye-catching 
performance from the youngsters ■ 

Ajit Agarkar was indeed 
impressive versus New Zealand in the 
first game where Sourav Ganguly hit a 
brilliant century, but, by and large, the 
Indian team conunues to be 
over-dependent on the Mumbai ka 
babu who, is also fast turning into a 
very capable leg-spinner 

For those who attnbute the change 
in captamcy to a change in India's 
cricketing fortunes could not be more 



GOPALSARKA# 


Sachin took it upon himself to gift one worst part of the Coca-Cola Cup. wrong. The kind of support Sachin has 

to his country—and to his For those who were convinced that 8»v«ng to this Indian line-up 

wife—hitting his second successive team effort was the key to India's despite being unseated, can only be an 

century in the process before being successes versus Australia at home, eye-opener to others, especially those 

done In by another atrocious piece of were quickly stuffing those words in personal interests 

umpiring which was perhaps the their mouths as Sachin before national pride. 
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BUT FAIR 


ThaVs how PATRICK RAFTER plays 
his game. He lifted the Gold Flake Open crown 
in style at Chennai 


BY AMITAVA DASGUPTA, 
CHENNAI 


S ELDOM has a glamorous top 
seed played second fiddle in 
an ATP Tour event like 
Patrick Rafter did at the Gold 
Flake Open last month. The 
2 5‘year-old Aussie, ranked No. 4 in 
the world, was relegated to the status 


any concern to them that the 
long-haired Rafter had, only recently, 
won his maiden Grand Slam crawn in 
style. They simply refused to 
recognise anyone but 'darling Boris'. 

The true connoisseurs may have felt 
slightly awkward seeing an upwardly 
mobile star thus neglected, but it 
suited Rafter fine. A man of simple 
tastes and plain living. Rafter had been 
finding life in the fast lane a trifle 
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TillsinMi had bit aMnra Mo at Cfcamial 

of a part-time actor as Boris Becker 
took centrestage in Chennai. 

It didn't matter to tennis lovers that 
the handsome Aussie was ranked 60 
slots higher on the'ATP computer 
than the ageing veteran he was 
'competing' with. Neither was it of 
PHOTOGRAPHS GEORGE FRANCIS/SCORP NEWS 
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suffocating ever since his conquest of 
Flushing Meadow last September. 
Not one to say 'no' easily, he 
discovered that too much demands 
were being made on his time from too 
many unwanted quarters. 

Losing out in the popularity stakes, 

11 


Y S I S 


L BANDER PAES never had 
it so good in his 
eight-yeaf'Old tennis 
career. When Just about 
everyone found the fluid-draining 
humidity of Chennai a m^Jor 
hindrance, the home-bred hero 
churned out one victory after 
another to clinch the doubles 
crown (with Mahesh Bhupathi) 
and land a semi-final berth in the 
singles. 

He had been to the singles semis 
of a Tour event three times before 
and he has also won eight doubles 
titles already. But this was the first 
time he had achieved such a 
double' at the same event. No 
wonder Leander termed the 1998 
Gold Flake Open as a high point in 
his career. Only he could do 
nothing to wipe off the coat of 
controversy linked with the Gold 
Flake Op>en success vis-a-vis his 
Davis Cup withdrawal. 

Ten days before the World 
Group first-round tie versus Italy, 
Leander infoiTned the All India 
Tennis Association (ATTA) from his 
Orlando base that a suspeaed 
rotator cuff tear on the right 
shoulder would prevent him from 
playing In Genoa. An MRI scan 
revealed that the tear had been 
avoided, but specialists advised 
him to be off tennis for four weeks, 
espedaily because Leander had 
problems with the elbow and the 
wrist as well. 

The AITA and the Indian team 
management, dependent as they 
are on this one man to produce 
magical performances and bring in 
the moolah, refused to take his 
Injury seriously and kept on 
waiting for him. So typically 
amateurish was the officials' 
handling of the situation that India 
were left suanded with an 
embanassing—and unique-— 
three-man team for the battle with 
Italy. 

They even had the cheek to put 
the blame indirectly on Leander. 

As t|e riAtly said, by forcing 


A COAT OF CONTROVERSY 


Rumours abounded when Leander Poes 
missed the Davis Cup tie against Italy due 
to injury but was fit enough to take part in 
the Gold Flake Open a week later 



him to go to Genoa. Leander 
would have been cheating himself 
and the team. After all. if he played 
three five-set matches on the slow 
ciaycourt in Genoa axtd tore hte 


rotator cuff, he could have been 
out of the game tot a long, long 
dme. 

The sympathy was all on / 
Leandt^s side, ^ he went ahced 
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with his Gold Pl«ke Open 
commitment and had a 
memorable week-beginning the 
day after India completed its Davis 
Cup defeat. He played all week 
^th his ann under a heavy strap, 
and never went full blast while 
serving. That apart, there was no 
hint of discomfort as he came out 
of several testing situations with 
flying colours. Quite expectedly, 
the question cropped up at every 
post-match media conference: Do 
you rue the decision to skip the 
Davis Cup tie? 

“I disoteyed the doctor's advice 
by playing dfter a two-week break 
instead of taking four weeks off. 
The gamble has paid off, so 
everyone's talking. I'm clear in my 
conscience that I took the right 
decision. I didn't have the time to 
prepare for and play the Italy.tie," 
Leander insisted, "I want to be 
known as the best Indian Davis 
Cupper, so why would I hurt my 
chances by not playing 
deliberately?" 

That aspersions are being cast on 
his commitment to the country 
have angered Indian tennis' Hero 
No 1. His body language suggested 
he was a trifle shaken too, perhaps 
not expecting these allegations. 

The fact is, Leander would have 
been less than 50 per cent fit for the 
Davis Cup tie. The physiotherapy 
sessions and specialists' attention 
he had in Orlando definitely 
resurrected him to a great extent, 
but he would have played the Gold 
Flake Open anyway. Not only for 
the substantial financial 
commitment with the sponsors, 
but also to pick up some points 
which would help him gain direct 
entry into the French Open. 

He may not be saying it in as 
many words, but it's clear that time 
is running out for Leander to make 
a mark in the slices. To rectify the 
yawning gap that has opened up in 
his singles and doubles ranl(||ng. be 
has to coneentrate on his siiigles 


career this year and the next. 

"My priority for this year will be 
to'push up my singles ranking...,! 
believe I ^ouldbe in the iop'75 
soon," he remarked in Chennai. To 
achieve that kind of a goal, without 
hurting his 'bread-and-butter' 
doubles results, Leander has to 
take 'controversial' decisions like 
the one last month. For eight years, 
he has given his blood and sweat 
for the country's cause. There may 
be more to come from him in the 
Davis Cup, although it might be no 
longer at the expense of his career. 

While discussing the ridiculous 
manner in which the AITA 
functions, Leander made a point 
which is significant in the context 
of the current controversy. "Since 
the match against Sweden in 
Calcutta two years back. I've had 
injuries in every Davis Cup tie we 
have been Involved in. Yet, the 
AITA doesn't consider it important 
enough to send a doctor with the 
team for away ties," he 
complained. "Some may think I'm 
saying this because my father is the 
team doaor for home matches. 

But that's not the case, believe me. 
He's been of.lmmense help not * 
only to me but to others also, hi' 
this age of stress and strain, a 
doctor is a must." 

For the record, the AITA has 
been sending a masseur with the 
Davis Cup team abroad, but not a 
doaor. Amazing, but hardly a 
surprise from an association which 
does not even send a replacement 
for a player who pulls out 10 days 
before the event. 

Well Leander's solid repuution 
may have taken a slight beating 
which he can easily compensate 
for in the years to come. More 
importantly, India's biggest tennis 
star has sent out a strong message 
for those who run the sport in this 
country—don'ttake the players 
for granted; give them the support 
they need if you expect them to 
serve the country efficiently. 

AmitavaDasGupta 


thus, came as a welcome change and 
he quite relished this 'new' situation. 
"I'm fine with whatever attention I'm 
getting here. No complaints, believe 
me," he said after winning his first 
match at Chennai. 

His problem was of an entirely 
different nature. Coming off a 
miserable Davis Cup weekend during 
which he had to pull out of the reverse 
singles because of a nagging virus. 
Rafter wasn't sure what to expea in 
the Gold Flake Open. Basically, he 
didn't know whether he was fit 
enough to last the full week in terribly 
hot and humid conditions. 

What he longed for in the early 
rounds was a couple of tough matches 
to help him smoothen the rusty edges. 
He didn't get that, as Orlin 
Stanoytehev and Ivo Heuberger 
managed a total of nine games in four 



Tlw familiar Indian flag but tbit tima, ifs a 
foraign kid who it wamng it 


error-filled sets. 

Lars Burgsmuller was expeaed to 
be just as weak an opponent in the 
quarter finals. But the 22-year-old 
unheralded German came close to 
claiming the biggest viaim of his 
five-year pro career. After dropping 
the first set in a close tie-breaker, the 
139th-ranked Burgsmuller blanked 
the top seed 6-0 to even scores. 
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Rafter seemed to have been TlMaooo^atwNiMiainbakkMnStadhinii* one should follow. He drove me mad 

rendered powerless as the on# olth# b##t In th# connliy fcr t#nnii ^ way, fired me to go for the 

unpretentious German Slammed But isn't that risky business? kill," said Rafter, revealing another 

forehand winners at wili. Then, as if to “Yeah, it is, to an extent, but under interesting facet in the Grand Slam 

teach the young brat a lesson. Rafter the circumstances, that was the best champion's psyche, 

changed gears. Still, the decider thing I could have done. To be honest. Rafter is known to play his tennis 

almost went to another tie-break, I do it quite often and it works." He the hard but fair way. After all, he was 

before Rafter salvaged it with a couple may have a laidback approach to life, the man who reversed a line-call in his 

of high-powered points which but Rafter obviously is a courageous opponent's favour to Andrei 

separate the men from the boys. man with oodles of self-confidence. Cherkasov at the Adelaide meet last 

Rafter's explanation for the There was another catalyst which year, a gesture whicKVon him the 

second-set slump was quite revealing, 'lifted' Rafter in the decisive third set 'Diploma of Honour' from the 

"1 served badly at the start of the —to get back at an unsporting International Committee for Fair Play, 

second set and then he got a bit of opponent who was driving him mad. It's a refreshing trait in this modem 

rhythm gomg. I took it a bit easy and ‘“The guy hit several mishits but not age of unforgiving, cut-throat 

relaxed, in order to conserve energy once did he say sorry. It's no big deal, competition. Ihe problem is, he 

for the third st" but there's a certain etiquette which expects others to be fair as well. And 
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that's something he's unbkely to get ^ p^ nipathi wWi tto doafetM crown. ^ Australia so that 1 

most of the time. Winning, tara, is bocomint a habit wMiiwin could play this event in Chennai. 

Once he crossed the Burgsmuller That's uken a bit off from my win 

hurdle. Rafter didn't drop another set lurking assassins. here," an apologetic Rafter said after 

en route to the title despite facing Even as Chennai rooted for Becker beaung Tillsirom in the final, 

potentially awkward situations in his and mourned his exit. Rafter went That's Pat Rafter for you. Honest, 

last two matches. Leander Paes had through the process of eliminating his straightforward, down-to-earth and 

him in trouble briefly in the rivals coolly. It was only his third fnendly All basic qualities required to 

semi-final, leading 5-3 in the career singles title and a most make a decent human being But do 

second-set tie-break. welcome one after finishing on the these attnbutes gel with a 

Last year's champion Mikael wrong side in six out seven finals last modern-day tennis champion? 'No' 

Tillstrom looked strong in the second year. would be the most preffered answer, 

set, too, returning like a man "Yeah, it's satisfying after missing It's up to Rafter to disprove the 

possessed to go up 4-1. It was In those out on so many last year, but I feel a bit theory that nice guys don't always 

crunch situations that Rafter showed strange too. It's a sort of an insult to come first in professional sport He's 

his champion's mettle, lifting his game win the title here after being unable to taken the first step towards that goal, 

a couple of notches to destroy the play Davis Cup a week ago.... seems as but there's still a long way to go. • 
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Despite the oppressive heat and humidity 
huge crowds of all ages queued up to have a glimpse 
of BORIS BECKER 


BY AMI I'AVA ijASCil. 

il-'TA, ^ 

Cm-NNAI 



T here was Boris Becker. Then 
there were the rest. If that 
sounds suspiciously similar to 
a chapter from the archives of 
Wimbledon, you are terribly 
mistaken. 

' The reference, for sure, is a tennis 
tournament involving the German 
but it isn't about one of his legendary 
conquests on the velvet lawns 
south-west of London. It is, in fact, 
much closer home—last month's 


the days leading to the tournament, 
with IMG and ATP Tour officials 
insisting that the German would 
surely play in Chennai but refusing to 
divulge details of his travel plans. 
Finally, once word spread that Becker 
had indeed landed in the city, the Gold 
Flake Open got transformed into the 
'Boris Becker Open. 

Kids turned up at the official hotel 
to have a close look at their hero, 
teenagers braved the sweltering 
afternoon humidity to catch the 
German at praaicc, middle-aged men 
and women queued up in hundreds to 
acquire a ticket for Becker's match. To 



Gold Flake Opch in Chennai. 

The King of Wimbledon, now a 
semi-retired pro who is choosy about 
his tournaments, was returning to the 
ATP Tour after a two-month lay-off. 
He flew into steamy Chennai early 
Tuesday, won a tight two-set match 
the next evening, ran out of steam in 
the deciding set to lose his 
second-round duel Thursday night. 
And, by late Fnday afternoon, the 
30-year-old German had checked out 
of the city. 

His maiden trip to this country 
lasted exactly three-and-a-half days. 
Yet, it seemed as if a favourite son was 
re-visiting his birthplace after ages. 
Such wap the reception Becker got, it 
even puf to shade the adulation 
Chennai has often showered on its 
two home-bred tennis families—^the 
Krishnans and Amntrajs. 

Right from the day IMG—owners of 
the $430,000 meet—announced 
Becker's entry, interest had been 
building up. It reached fever-pitch in 





Boris Bscker in action at tho 
Gold Rako Onon. Tho Gonnan 
mado his maidon trip to India 
and stayodforoxactly 
throo-ond-a-balf days 
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Bockor spooks to Craip 
Gabrioi, MG's Madia 
Coordinator 
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beat it all, there was this rare sight of 
tickets for a tennis match in India 
bemg sold at a premiumi For once, the 
6,000-odd seats at the state-of-the-art 
Nungambakkam Stadium fell well 
short of the sky-high demand. There 
were far too many people keen on 
soaking in the atmosphere 'live.' It 
made for that kind of an ambience in 
whicih a Sachin Tendulkar or a Sourav 
Gan^y would have been privileged 
to perform. 

Poor Vladi Voltchkov and Gerard 
SolvesI They happened to be Becker's 
opponents in a tournament in which 
the fans refused to see any winner 


beyond their beloved German. Mind 
you, there was no dearth of ;^tars 
besides Becker There was the 
handsome US Open champ Patrick 
Rafter, the fabled Woodies and our 
very own Lee and Hesh. So genuine 
(and passionate) was the aowd's love 
affair with the three-time Wimbledon 
champion that they had to be 
rermnded to applaud French 
journeyman Solves, who played some 
of the best tennis of his career to beat 
Becker. One banner summed up the 
mood in the terraces on that 
emotional Thursday night as the 
exhausted German approached defeat 


—'O Boris, don't break my heart!' 

Thanking Chennaites for their 
suppon, Becker said the crowd 
"amazed" him. "They really know 
their tennis and applaud at the nght 
moment.. it was a wonderful 
atmosphere out there in the stadium. I 
hope I can come bade and play here 
one more time," Becker remarked at 
his last press conference In India. 

The gratitude was surely 
spontaneous, but whether he'll 
return to Chennai as a player remains 
a big question mark as Becker has 
himself said this could well be his last 
year on the Tour. And that is the 


1- () (', u s 



Much as tournament director Bnan QoM Fid&a Opan ^our event the day after finishing 

Cooney was pleased by the sheer what is generally a strenii ous three-day 

volume of crowd participation, he tie. 

made no effort to conceal a nagging many who felt that there won't be Take the case of Leander Paes. 

thought which doesn't really augur much support for tennis in a country So physically drained does he get after 

well for the future of the Gold Flake which idolises cricket. After watching playing the Davis Cup, specially in 

Open. "Of course, people will flock to the crowds these two years, however, oppressively warm home conditions, 

see Becker play in front of their own I'm proud to have been associated he is seldom in shape for competitive 

eyes, but the fans must realise that it's vvith the decision to bring the ATP tennis the following week. This time 

not possible to rope in somebody like Tour to India. But one must Leander had no such problems after 

him every year. Stars are important, remember that it's early days and the pulling out of the Davis Cup tie versus 

but you can have a great tournament tournament needs another three-four Italy, but the likes of Bhupathi and the 

even without a Sampras or a Becker or years to come of age," Vijay said. Woodies looked jaded in Chennai 

an Agassi," Cooney quipped. It's only around 2000 or 2001 that coming off losing Davis Cup 

After the ATP Tour's disastrous IMG expects the Gold Flake Open to campaigns, 

launch in the country (as the break even. Just taking care of In fact, the Woodies and Rafter may 

McDowell Indian Open in New Delhi financial matters won't suffice, the well have ignored Chennai if it wasn't 

two years back), the organisers will also have to ensure for the personal rapport Cooney 

superbly-promoted Gold Flake Open that there is no downswing in the enjoys with his fellow Australians, 

has had two memorable years in public's involvement. And that's the The Gold FIdkc Open will need such 

Chennai. On the face of it, the World reason why Cooney is taking pains to 'connections' as well 4 ^ the kind of 

Series event has come to stay in the 'sell' the theory you can watch some luck which helped rope in Becker this 

Mecca of Indian tennis. But, as Vijay great tennis even if the superstars are time—he was desperate to come to 

Amritraj observed the other night, not involved. India as this was one country he had 

there is still some way to go^ There are othpr practical problems, never been to in his glittering career. 

"When I managed to convince the too. The timing' of the event is such Because, whatever be the farts' level of 

ATP Tou. board to shift the Nice event that it follows a Davis Cup weekend. interest in tennis, they need big names 

to India three years ago, there were Players involved with their country's I to be drawn to the stadium. 
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MAIL BAG 




Lagging Behind 


T A rfi 4m 1^ At ail suipils«d to 
VV nota that the PaHi$t44ii 
cdcket captaincy baa changed 
hands 30 times in (mly 10 
seasons. Cricket lovers ace aware 
ol the fact that the Pakistan Board 
carries the dubious distinction of 
being the wor$t>managed sports 
body in the World —^lo, not 
today—but smee dccadcsi 

Despue this, the Pakistani 
cricketers have always 
contnbuted their best to the team 


and have not let the o^talncy 
issue takeatoll overthe team's 
peiftMxoance, i^one cab dmry the 

fad that the c^taincy issue can 
change the face of the game and 
help boost the morale of the 
players, but if the 'commitment' 
by the team members are 'total', 
they Just drive the pomt properly 
to the oimosition's home 


AHTAMISHflA 

(Attack 










widecOv^g^^ 
andhitemat 

fcotnprehi?*... . 

miOkes 

‘meMaraiisabfi 
The article onMatthTi 
admirable.'theSw^ j 
Misses'has stolen my twal!^ ^ 

MIUNOOMOK, 
f^ik 
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Whimsical 

D espite a devastating knock 
of 177 runs by Saclun 
Tendulkar and a score of 
400-pIus runs on board m the 
Indian first innings of the third 
Test at Bangalore, it's rather 
inconceivable and shocking to 
one and all that on the founh day 
Itself, the Indians were 
humiliated so convinangiy by 
the Australians 

The Indian selectors should try 
some seif-restraint from carrying 
out worthless experimentation 
or indulge in whimsical chopping 
and changing of the team 
Had they taken the service of 
the efficient medium-pacer 
Venkatesh Prasad and retained 
the experienced Rajesh 
Chauhan, the situation could 
have been entirely different. The 
rookie off-spinner Harbhajan 
Singh proved too Cbstly while the 
medio Harvtnder Smgh was 
savaged by the Aussies Ace 
leg-spinner Anil Kumble, 
however, managed to live up to 
the expectations of cricket 
enthusiasts with his stupendous 
performance (match aggregate 7 
wickets). 

df course, the Indian batting 





attack in their second essay took a 
severe beating vis-a-vis the secret 
weapon deployed by Mark Taylor 
in the form of pace bowler 
Michael Kasprowlcz. Only 
Sachin Tendulkar and Navjot 
Sidhu brought some semblance 
of respectability to the total 
As a professional cncketer, 
Saurav Ganguly should not allow 


himself to get carried away 
emotionally or feej despondent 
in the event of the unde's ' 
verdict going agalmt him On the 
contrary, he should take 
everything, however unpleasant, 
in his stnde like a true sportsman 

TL OASGUPTA, 

GondialMSI 
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THE MOST 

PASSIONATE 

GAME ON EARTH 


The World Cup soccer arouses amazing passions and frenzy amongst the 
ordinary fans and even Heads of State. It is something remarkable 
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COIORSPORT 


T hrough the passing yi-ars, 
political connotations have 
always added spice and 
tension to some World Cup 
matches All World Cup matches are 
passionately contested but certain 
historical faciors or outside forces 
have made some matches more 
passionate and eageily awaited than 
others 

In the history oi the World Cup, the 
most notorious tie was the FI Salvador 
versus Hondiiias qualifying tie which 
provoked an armed conllict lor 
several days Lngland versus 
Gei many is another tie which always 
rouses a lot ol tension, a legacy of the 
2nd World War 

In fact when the two countries met 
in the 1966 Woild Cup Final at 
Wembley, many fcnglish supporters of 
militaiy background, came in then 
regimental attire, to inspire their team 
to defeat the old enemy 
The Falklands clash had increased 
the tension of an England vetsus 
Argentina match Irom 1982 onwards 
The newspapers particularly the 
tabloids whip up such mass hysteria 
prior to the game that Ians and players 
become tense and such matches tend 
to become volatile 
The Cold Warol llie 1950s probably 
denied Hungary a chance to lilt the 
1954 World t uj) The Magical 
Magyars" as they were popularly 
known, were unbeaten for two years 
and were favoured to win ihe Final 
convincingly However, 
ovei -confidence and erioneous 
selection such as lidding the injured 
Puskas, led them to trail the erstwhile 
West Germany 2 3 in the second half 
As no subsiiiutions were allowed, 
Hungary were hampered Howevei, 
they launched several attacks and the 
galloping major Ferenc Puskas 
equalised A genuine goal was 
disallowed for a seeming off-side 
The veteran Hungarian playeisand 
neutral observers still maintain that 
Hungary', then a Communist nation, 
had a raw deal because of ideological 
reasons A victory for an Pastern Bloc 








nation iii the midst ol the C old War 
would have seni danger signals and tt 
would ve been interpreted as a victory 
for Conimiimsni So the gteatest 
sports show on earth, the World Cup, 
became a \ ic iim of politics 

In the foiihcommg 1998 World 
( up political rivalry could make the 
Crouj) b league tie, USA vs Iian at 
1 yon on Iune21 an explosive game 
Other pcissible explosive ties ate tn 
Croup D involvjtig Nigeria 
The 1994 Woi Id Cup qualtliers is 
also piciued at the demand by the 
Luropeaii ( ommunity which wants 
sanctions agatnst their cotintry for 
suspension ol democracy and 
imposition ol imlitaiy rule Nigeria 
has been unable to at range warm-up 
matches m their countiy as Furopean 
nations have boycotted them Hence 
slighted Nigeria's ties with Spain on 
June 1J at Nantes and against 
Bulgaria on June 19 at Pans could 
have a lot of tension 
If Fnglaiid linish second tn Group G 
and Argentina top Ciioiip H then two 
bitter rivals can clash at St Ftienneon 
Iiine 30 This match has a political and I 
football history of intense rivalry The 
rivalry is not just because of Diego 
Maradona s infamous 'Hand of God 
goal which enabled Argentina to beat 
Fngland 2-1 in the 1986 Mexico 
World C iiji ciuartet-fmals 
Even I his goal which was not 
disallowed due to an erroi ol 
judgement by the releiee and 
linesman assumed political 
connotations Normally such a 
conttoversial incident is ticaied 
humorouslv in later years However 
the Aigentimaiis view this goal as a 
display of viveva ' the cjualily of 
craltiness soadmued m their country 
I he British press has also never 
loi given Maradona lor this goal and 
the tabloids have alwavs portrayed 
him as being diabolical Sue h feelings 
persist hc-cause of the intense political 
build-up befoie this match which 
was labelled Falklands Round Two " 
No international lootball match has 
been preceded bv so much political 

Ferenc Puskas' genuine 'equaliser' was 
disallowed against the then erstwhile West 
Germany in the 1954 World Cup because of the 
Cold War in the Fifties 

22 


mudslinging and popular jingoism, as 
the Argentina versus England tie in 
the 1986 Mexico World Cup 
British tabloids notorious for their 
sensational stones tried to portray the 
English squad as an updated version 
of the Task Force which captured 
Falklands in 1982 The blaring 


headlines were, "Mexico alerts 5,000 
troops" and "Argies here we come." 
The Argentine equivalents followed 
suit 

Ace player Maradcina was put on a 
par with General Jose San Martin, a 
19th century revolutionary hero of 
Argentina, who helped liberate the 






country from its colonial shackles. The bluntly declared, "To beat the English 
ever populist 'Cronica' proclaimed. would represent a double satisfaction 
"We're coming to get you pirates." for everything that happened in the 
Even a composed, philosophical Malvinas." 
player like Jorge Valdano viewed the There was intense media pressure 
game as a dialectical process in which and as Jimmy Burns reveals in his 
colonialism would be overcome. The biography of Maradona, diplomacy 

extrovert goalkeeper, Nery Pumpido and football had become Inter-locked 
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I in the run-up to the game. 

To cool down the situation, there 
were behind the scenes talks between 
the British and Argentine 
ambassadors. There was a phone call 
to their 1986 manager Carlos Bilardo 
from the Argentine president, Raul 
Alfosin that forced depoliticiration of 
the game. The players were told not to 
make any explosive comments to the 
press. 

Jimmy Burns cites in his book that 
prior to the match, Bilardo said, 
"Senores, this is a World Cup, this is 
football, if anyone asks you about the 
UK-Argentine relations, you just talk 
about football." 

Pressure from ilic British 
government forced Bobby Robson 
(Manager in the 1986 and 1990 World 
Cups) to take a similar stance. Robson 
has however candidly recorded in his 
diary that his attempts to detuse the 
tension were not entirely successful. 

He writes, "No matter how hard I 
tried to avoid the political undertones, 

1 couldn't hide the tact that four yeats 
ago we had fought a war with 
Argentina. When I got the players 
together I told them not to become too 
involved in the political aspect The 
same went lor me too. We were here 
to play football and I am a manager, 
not a politician." 

So if England meet Argentina in 
France, fireworks can be expected. 

The French Police will have to work 
overtime to curb the excited fans of 
both sides. 

S UCH is the passion of the World 
Cup that even politicians and 
Heads of State cannot resist football's 
eternal charm. England's Labour 
Prime Minister in 1970. Harold 
Wilson took up cudgels on behalf of 
the late Bobby Moore when the latter 
was arrested for an alleged theft of a 
gold bracelet in Bogota. 

The schedules of England's matches 
in the 1970 World Cup, influenced 
Harold Wilson's choice of a date for 
the general eleaion. During a 
weekend meeting with his cabinet in 

Oieno Maradona; hia infamoua 'Hand of God' 
goal saw Argantina baat England in tha quartar 
finals of llio W World Cop at Maxico 
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March 1970, there were intensive 
discussions on the tight cIiokc of an 
election date There was miu li 
speculation about what would 
happen if hngland weie defeated just 
before the polling date 
Considering these fai tors, the 
I about patty ojiied loi 1 hursday, 
lune 18 as lilt ilale lor the general 
elections It was the day after the 
seini finals atid hngland, as holders, 
with an oiiisianding squad which 
included (lordon Banks, Bobby 
( harlioii Bobby Moore, Teny 
( oopei, Mai tin Peters and Alan 
Miillery were favotired to reach the 
I inal 

However, old rivals West CJerinany 
upset the calculations, beating 
1 ngland 3-2 in the ciuaiter-linals on 
lime M, font days before the general 
elections The I aboiir Government's 
popiilaiity plummetted Poll analysis 
lound that many marginal working 
class Labour siipjiorters betaine 
hostile to their own government, m 
Irusiraiion at the surprise defeat to 
West Germany 

Four years eatliei, Harold Wilson, 
much to the ama/emcni of the then 
Ameiitan Piesident Lyndon Johnson, 
cut short a visit to the USA in order to 
huir> home His motive was to attend 
the Final and get photographed with 
the Lnglarid stjuad il they emerged 
victorious 

Haiold Wilson got a lot of political 
mileage by identilymg with England's 
vKtoiioLis 1966 team He shared the 
victory dmnei along with his 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
Eoteign Sccietaiy and got piojecled as 
a people s Piiiiie Minister 

III the same I mal in July 1966, 
there was visible consternation and 
dismay on ilie laces of the normally 
phlegmatic Oiieen I ii/abelh and 
Prince Philip at Wembley when 
Wollgang Weber equalised for West 
Germany 30 seconds before the final 
whistle 

When Italy won the World Cup m 
1982. the entire squad was g 

accomjianied by the Italian President g 
Sandr 1 Pertini m a special An Force 9 
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England manager Bobby Robson told bit 
players not to become too involved with 
politics because of the UK-Argentine relations 





World Cup rivalry is intonsa, somotimos brutal and bloody. England's Torry Butehsr was 
savaroly injursd in a clash against Swodan in a 1989 qualifier 


jet. On reaching Rome, the Italian 
President had a special lunch with the 
entire squad at his majestic Quirnale 
Palace residence. Identification with a 
World Cup football team enhanced 
the reputation of the President of 
Haiti. He daily booked a long-distance 
phone call to his country's football 
squad playing in their first-ever World 
Cup squad in far-off West Germany in 
1974. Such extravagant expenditure 
at public cost was not condemned by 
the media or the opposition but 
instead it further endeared him to the 
populace. 

Way back in 1954 when West 
Germany first won the World Cup, 
Chancellor Adenauer was so elated 
that he said, "Germany once again 
holds equal partnership in the society 
of nations." German ministers saw 
this victory as a symbolic climax to the 
post-War period ol moral and physical 
re-construction. 

The World Cup strangely arouses 
amazing passions and frenzy dven 
amongst ordinary fans. In the 1954 
Final, when Hungary rated by many 
as the best team ever was upset 2-3 by 
West Germany, Hungarians fans 
wept, rioted and created havoc on the 
streets of Budapest. 

An infuriated mob smashed the 
house of the Deputy Minister of Sport. 
Anti-government demonstrations 
broke out in Budapest, leading to the 
dismissal of the Minister of Interior, 
the unfortunate Gero. 

The human drama unfurled at 
every World Cup, is remarkable. 

When West Germany were shocked 
1 -2 by Algeria in the league phase of 
the 1982 World Cup, an irate German 
threw his television set out of the 
window of his third floor house. 

A teenaged German boy, upset at 
the jingoism aroused by the World 
Cup, teaslngly said "hurrah" at the 
surprise Algerian victory. To his 
surprise, he had a tooth knocked out 
by his irate father. 

In the same tournament, five 
Brazilian fans were killed while 
indulging In riotous orgies to celebrate 
their country's 3-1 win over 
arch-rivals Argentina. However,when 
Brazil was knocked out 2-3 by the 


ultimate winners, Italy the team 
needed a military escort on the way 
back home. Manager Tele Santana's 
house was guarded by armed police 
for fear of mob violence. 

Even in distant Bangkok, an 
astrologer who had predicted a 
Brazilian triumph in the World Cup 
had his house attacked by an irate 
mob, furious at losing money by 
betting on the predteted champions. 

Yugoslav striker Suskic, who was 
expected to be a prolific scorer in the 
1982 World Cup, flopped and did tiot 
score in any match. He received a 
hostile reception on returning home 
and had his car smashed up and his 
house was pelted with stones. 

Macabre passions are also aroused 
by the World Cup. There is the 
infamous war between two Central 
American nations Honduras and El 
Salvador following a dispute in their 
qualifier for the 1970 World Cup. 

Besides this, in 1978, the infuriated 
Dutch fans who felt their country wa« 


deprived of a World Cup win, by a 
partisan referee, attacked the 
Argentine embassy, demanding that 
diplomatic ties between the two 
nations be snapped. 

Israel attacked Lebanon in the 
summer of 1982, calculating that 
there would be muted reaction and 
unrest at the invasion, because Arabs 
and the West Asians would be glued to 
their television sets watching the 
progress of debutants Kuwait. Leftist 
guerrillas in Argentina called a truce 
during the 1978 World Cup, so that all 
could unite for the common purpose 
ol cheering the national team to 
victory. 

Dejection at defeat assumes 
alarming social dimensions. When 
Scotland performed dismally in the 
1978 World Cup, losing 1 -3 to Peru 
and drawing 1-1 with newcomers 
Iran, instances of wife-beating and 
drunkenness increased in Glasgow 
and Aberdeen. 
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THE GHETTO 



SPOT LIGHT 


CINDERELLA 

From the dangerous ghettoes of California, to the centrestage of 
women's tennis, VENUS WILLIAMS has come a long way. PAUL FEIN 
analyses the latest black phenomenon 


N 1988 the late Arthur Ashe 
asserted that "given the same 
chance as others have had, blacks 
could dominate tennis in as little 
as 10 to 1S years just as they have 
dominated in other sports." 

Even more controversially, Ashe 
also predicted that, if blacks did take 
over, "it will create problems because 
their behaviour, speech and dress is of 
just a completely different culture. 
Tennis is a very conservative game 
with deep roots grounded in Victorian 
English moral codes and traditions. 
Minorities—in particular, inner-city 
minorities—have citltural norms that 
are diametrically opposite to those of 
the upper-middle and upper-class 
white American standards." 

The strange and startling saga of 
Venus Williams, the "Party Crasher" 
—as Sports Illustrated provocatively 
headlined her smashing U.S.Open 
debut as finalist—has already 
confirmed Ashe's prescient 
socio-analysis. But even Ashe, who 
wrote the book on the history of the 
African-American athlete A Hard 
Road to Glory, would have wondered 
how this intriguing drama would 
unfold in the coming years. 

THE HYPE 

Larger-than-life black athletes have 
for long evoked powerful emotions in 
race-sensitive America. When the 
flamboyant Jack Johnson, who 
chased white women, became the first 

Hang 'am looaa. 1,800 baada ara raquirad to 
hava a hairdo liko Vonua. Howavar, yoars of 
dadfeathm aad practlca ara laquirod to 
bocoma a (ilayor IHca bar 


black heavyweight boxing champion, 
whites rioted in several major cities. 
Muhammad Aii was vilified for 
opposing the Vietnam War and for 
refusing to be inducted into the U.S. 
Army, but "The Greatest," as he 
bombastically promoted himself, 
emerged as an irreverent hero to both 
blacks and whites, and as the most 
famous sports figure of the century. 

The legend of how young Venus 
escaped from the concrete jungle of 
crime-ridden Compton, California, to 
grace the stately lawns ol staid 
Wimbledon has been cleverly 
orchestrated by her idiosyncratic 
father Richard. With an Ali-likc flair 
for sucking the media ittto his Venus 
flytrap, Williams engagingly relate' 
how Venus and her younger sister 
Serena ducked bullets during their 
practice sessions by hitting the ground 
and rolling toward the gate. "There 
were more AK-47s than 
schoolbooks," says Williams, who 
claims in his newsletter that he was 
beaten up several times by gang 
members before gaining their respect. 
Fortunately, the local hoodlums in 
their notorious South Central Los 
Angeles neighbourhood generally 
took pride in the tennis prodigies and 
proteaed them. 

Born fatherless and poor in 
Shreveport, Louisiana, Williams (Sr.) 
picked cotton as a teenager before 
moving to Chicago and then Los 
Angeles, where he set up a small 
security firm. He first took notice of 
tennis in 1978, two years before 
Venus was born, when he saw a girl 
receive $60,000 in prize money for 
winning a tournament, far more than 


he earned in a year. So he said to his 
wife, Oracene, "Let's make two kids, 
put them in tennis and they'll be 
superstars." They already had three 
girls, and Oracene thought he was 
crazy. 

As the legend goes, when the 4 
1 /2-year-old Venus played for the first 
time, she hit 550 balls without missing 
in about 45 minutes. By age six, she 
lived and breathed tennis so 
obsessively that Williams "took every 
one of the tennis rackets and broke 
'cm up" and wouldn't let her play for 
the next year and a half. 

From age nine to eleven, Venus 
terrorised the southern California 
junior circuit, racking up a perfect 
62-0 record, while Serena, 15 months 
younger, was almost as devastating. 
Williams dubbed Venus the "Ghetto 
Cinderella," and was convinced that 
she'd be his ticket to a better liie. 

"1 really got into tennis so I could get 
a million dollars," admits Williams 
candidly. "1 didn't have the right 
motives in the beginning at all. I was 
just like any other (tennis) parent 
then." 

The even more warped junior 
circuit, according to Williams, showed 
him how parents intoxicated by the 
lure of potential fortune and fame, 
damaged their children. "You see all 
the while doctors and the way they 
beat their kids," recalls Williams "I've 
seen girls that were afraid to walk on 
the court with Venus, and ten times as 
afraid to walk off the court afterwards. 
I've seen parents say, 'You let that 
little nigger kill you like that.' " 
Disenchanted, Williams pulled his 
talented daughters out of junior 
competition forever. 
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With a Muhammad AlHike flair 
for sucking the media intg his 
Venus flytrap, Williams (Venus' 
father) engagingly relates how 
Venus and her younger sister 
Serena ducked bullets during 
their practice sessions by hitting 
the ground and rolling towards 
the gate. "There were more 
AK-47’s than schoolbooks," says 
Williams, who claims in his 
newsletter that he was beaten 
up several times by gang 
members before gaining their 
respect 



THE RIGHT STUFF 

Since no tennis champion had ever 
bypassed the valuable experience of 
junior tournaments, the move defied 
conventional wisdom and proved 
extremely controversial. It also 
heightened the legend, or as some 
cynics charged, the myth. The press, 
players, coaches, parents and the 
tennis establishment couldn't figure 
the Williams'out Was the father, 
who called all the shots, cra/y or crazy 
like a fox ? And how good really were 
his much-heralded daughters? 

The mystery fascinated the tennis 
world lor 3 1 12 years after the family 
moved to Floiida, where the highly 
Mother Oracine (seated middle, first row) is 
largely responsible for the Williams sisters to 
remain like normal children. Both are 
educated and have their feet firmly on the 
ground 


regarded Rick Macci coached them at 
his international academy. Macci 
described Venus, then a 6'2" 
woman-child, as "a unique 

combination ol Monica Seles and 
Martina Navratilova," and Serena as 
"the best athlete I've ever coached, 
boy or girl." 

Talk may be cheap, but it was 
always colourful and usually fun with 
the Williams', and since both girls 
were told by Williams for years that 
they were destined for greatness, they 
genuinely believed it, too. At 14, a 
supremely confident Venus, sounding 
like the early All, crowed: "I could go 
beyond No. 1. With the way I play and 
my height and aggressiveness and 
courage and no fear, I could change 
the game. It's like Michael Iordan and 
the rest of the players in the NBA. He 
was a step ahea'd of everyone else." 





The deadly Williams duo Venus and Serena 
Both met across the net at the Aussie Open, but 
It was Venus who eventually triumpheo 

Williams kept everyone olf balance 
with his exaggerations, tonlusing 
comments and contradictions He 
often asserted that' any parent who 
allows his child to play pro tennis 
befoie she's 16 is cra/y and should be 
shot", and then he did exactly that 
with 14-year-old Venus Hedecncd 
the pressure and great expectations 
heaped on the tennis win? kids, while 
he hyped his jirodigy zealously and 
bragged "Venus Williams gets more 
media attention than anyone in spoil 
except Michael Jordan " 

Cynics sneered that Williams was 
only trying to inflate potential 
endorsement contracts by refusing all 
bidders for several years. He also gave 


the establishment fits by snubbing the 
many management companies that 
courted his family f inally in 1995, 
Williams had Venus sign a live-yeai 
endorsement contract with Reebok 
loi a leportcd $12 million—more 
than world No 1 Martina Hingis' $ 10 
million deal with Sergio Tacchmi— 
alter she had played only one pio 
tournament 

Not only hadn't 14-year-old Venus 
played a tournament in 5 1/2 yeais, 
but she hadn't even practiced the 
week before her reiriaikable 
performance A cunning iconoclast, 
Williams had taken his daughters to a 
Jehovah's Witnesses assembly, Busch 
Gardens and Six Flags, an amusement 
park in Atlanta He sensibly 
explained "If you're happy and 
well-balanced, and no one is pushing 



Since both girls were told by 
Williems for years that they 
were destined for greatness, 
they genuinely believed it. too. 
At 14, a supremely confident 
Venus, sounding like the earlier 
Muhammad Ali, crowed; "I 
could go beyondUoA. With the 
way I play and my height and 
aggressiveness and courage, 
and no fear, I could change the 
game. It's like Michael Jordan 
and the rest of the players in the 
NBA. He was a step ahead of 
anyone else." 
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Cynics sneered thet Richerd 
Williems was only trying to 
inflate potential endorsement 
contracts by refusing all bidders 
for several years. He also gave 
the establishment fits by 
snubbing the many management 
companies that courted his 
family. Finally in 19%, Williams 
had Venus sign a five-year 
contract with Reebok for a 
reported $12 million—more 
than world No.1 Martina Hingis' 
$10 million deal with Tacchini 
—after she had played only one 
pro tournament 



you to do sortifthing, then you can do 
your very best because you feel like 
you're doing it for yourself." 

Venus and Serena would not burn 
out from "too much, too soon" as 
Jennifer Capriati sadly did. Venus 
played only three pro events in 1995, 
five in 1996 and 10 in 1997. Ironically, 
sf\e was faulted for playing too few 
tournaments, thus stifling her 
development. But Williams, now 
Venus' coach and manager, didn't at 
all care what the so-called experts 
thought. The 54-year-old maverick 
told the TV program 60 Minutes: 
"Anyone who is a professional tennis 
player, or anyone who has anything 
to do with professional tennis, 1 don't 
think very much of them, no way." 

For years, Williams had preached 
passionately ab6ut the imponance of 
higher education, and his three oldest 
daughters were in college or 
graduates. "Ninety-nine per cent of 
the junior stars are not educated, they 
don't speak well, they don't represent 
themselves well," he charged. "1 
doubt if any junior stars have ever 
come close to Venus and Serepa when 
it comes to education and speaking. 
My girls today can match the Japanese 
and the Germans in their high levels of 
educational attainment." 

The hyperbole notwithstanding, in 
today's pro tour where college 
graduates are rare birds and a mere 
high school diploma is almost a badge 
of academic achievement, the 
Williams girls stand out. Venus takes 
courses at the Palm Beach 
Community College, while Serena 
attends a private school and is also 
college-bound. Consistent honour 
students, they show their intellectual 
enthusiasm by reciting Shakespeare 
to each other during plane and car 
trips and taking textbooks with them 
to tournaments (such as the 1998 
Australian Open). Ashe, whose 
Richmond statue captures him 
holding a book high above his head, 
would have been most proud of that. 

Venus' unforgettable debut at the 
1997 U.S.Open coincided—or rather 
collided— with the debut of the 
Arthur Ashe Stadium, the centerpiece 
of the National Tennis Centre's $254 


million renovation, eerily confirming 
Asha's prediction of a racial-cultural 
clash. 

Venus Williams wearing 1,800 red, 
white and blue beads in her braided 
hair, was, as she noted, "different in 
every way," as she overpowered 
smaller and less athletic white 
opponents with punishing 
groundstrokes and explosive serves 
which measurd up to 118 miles an 
hour en route to the semi finals. 

THE BACKLASH 

Venus' past indiscretions and 
her father's seething racial hostility 
caught up with them and nearly 
overshadowed her heroic victory. Her 
penchant for boasting—such as 
defeating top-tenner Iva Majoli in 
March and aftenVards claiming "I 
could have beaten her three years 
ago"—and habitual aloofness had 
turned off other players But some, 
like Inna Spirlea, suffered from 
"Venus Envy" and resented the 
tremendous media attention Venus, 
sexy Anna Kournikova, 15-year-old 
rookie Mirjana Lucicand teen queen 
Hingis received at their expense. 

Hot-tempered Sj'iirlea, who was 
thrown out of an Italian tournament 
for cursing and giving the finger to an 
umpire, had ousted Kournikova, 
Amanda Coetzerand No.2 Monica 
Seles at Flushing Meadow before 
slugging it out with Venus in the most 
riveting match of 1997. Venus 
escaped the first of two match points 
with a brilliant running backhand 
passing shot and pulled out a 7-6,4-6, 
7-6 semifinal cliffhanger. After 
winning, Venus jumped up and down 
in jubilation and cried out, "Oh man, 
this is just like a dream. I'm gonna 
have to calm down. I'm so happy." 

Venus would soon have to temper 
that happiness though. Spirlea and 
Venus had collided during a 
second-set changeover, and it 
appeared that Spirlea had also 
"intentionally" kneed her when they 
collided. While Venus downplayed 
the incident, Spiriea angrily blamed it 
on Venus' Imperious attitude, telling 
the media: "She thinks she's the f...lng 
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Venus reacts after winning her first Grand 
Slam title. Partnering Justin Gimeistob of the 
US they won the mixed doubles of the Aussie 
Open defeating the Czech pair of Cyril Suk and 
Helena Sukova 

Venus Williams, and she's not going to 
turn. That's it. I'm sorry she feels that 
way." 

Williams f Sr.) joined the Bad Dad's 
club of tennis by pouring gasoline on 
the fire. The eccentric so-called 
coach, who infrequently attends his 
daughters' matches, phoned the 
Associated Press from Florida and 
termed the bumping episode "a racial 
thing" and called Spirlea "a big, ugly, 
tall, white turkey." Without citing 
evidence or naming anyone, Williams 
also charged that several women on 
the circuit had made racist remarks 
about Venus. The unproved 


accusations outraged marjy in the 
sporting public and the media and 
prompted flat denials from several 
tour players. 

Venus was eventually forced to 
respond to reporters' persistent 
questions about her father's 
allegations. With a wisdom her father 
lacks, 17-year-old Venus said: "I think 
with this moment in the first year in 
the Ashe Stadium, it all represents 
everyone being together, everyone 
having a chance to play. So I think this 
is definitely ruining the mood, these 
questions about racism." 

Williams had played "the race card" 
and lost. His tawdry sideshow 


poisoned the atmosphere, but Venus 
still stole the show with her 
spectacular tennis, courage and 
electric smile. Racism? Not at Flushing 
Meadow during that tumultuous 
fortnight where the overwhelming 
majority of speaators rooted for the 
black phenom. Racism? Venus played 
six of her seven matches on the 
Arthur Ashe Stadium court, and not 
even beloved Chrissie Evert received 
such royal treatment. Racism? The 
United States Tennis Association 
president Harry Marmion proclaimed, 
"Venus Williams is the best thing that 
has happened to American tennis for 
the last 20 years." 

Who could disagreel If only Ashe 
were there to celebrate the splendid 
occasion he prophesied. • 
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ACTION PLUS 


A ddress of the Patrick 
Rafter Official Supportera 
Club: 5 Degilbo Street, 
Maryborough, Queensland 
4650, Australia. 


T elevision program that 
Gus Sampras says his 
brother Pete “will watch 
three times in a row even 
though he knows what's 
coming next": ESPN's 
"Sportscenter." 

W HAT ranks No.2 as the 
most desired kind of 
jewelry m a recent American 
survey commissioned by 
Zales Jewelers: A diamond 
tennis bracelet. 


N umber of Steffi Graf's 
three on-court defe|js in 
1997 that were administered 
by Amanda Coetzer' 3. 

W HERE Andre Agassi is 
ranked among the 
world's athletes who earned 
the most endorsement money 
in 1997, as estimated by 
Forbes magazine: 5th ($14 
million). 

A ge at which i920s 
French superstar 
Suzanne Lenglen won the 
World Hard Court 
championship in Paris: 14. 

P ERCENT of world-class 
men players who "have 
the ability to be in ^he Top 
10," according to John 
McEnroe: 50 to 60. 


N umber of the 130 hours 
ofthe 1997 U.S. Open 


television coverage by CBS 
and VSA networks that^ 
consisted of commerdai 


messages: About 40 hours. 
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Koumikova's fashion savvy: 
"For her age, she has 
incredible style—both on and 
off the court." 

N ickname of 5'2" south 
African Amanda Coetzer: 
"Tlie Little Assassin." 
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T he reason the All England 
Lawn Tennis Club refused 
to have women tennis players 
tested for drugs at Wimbledon 
a few years ago: The AELtC 
told the offidal dope testeis ' 
U^at "ladies don't take drugs.'^ 


N ations where more 
women play tennis than 
men, according to a 1997 
research survey 
commissioned by the ITF: 
Australia (60 percent) and 
Japan (5l percent). 

L eading players who 
wrote a letter to The Times 
(England) protesting the fact 
that Daniel Prenn was kicked 
off the German Davis Cup 
team as part of Hitler's first 
Jewish purge: Fred Perry and 
Bunny Austin. 

N umber of active pro 
tennis players among the 
150 guests afthe 1997 
wedding of Andre Agassi and 
actress Brooke Shields: 0. 

N umber of matches that 
Venus Williams had won 
at Grand Slam tournaments 
prior to reaching the 1997 
U.S.Open final: 1. 

N umber of times that 
Pete Sampras's racket 
strings broke en route to 
winning the singles title at the 
1997 Australian Open: 104. 

F irst woman to be 
awarded "Coach of the 
Year" by the Swiss Spons 
Federation: Melanie Molitor, 
Martina Hingis's 
mother'coach. 

T V commercial that Andre 
Agassi said "brought a lot 
more grief than anything 
else": Canon's "Image Is 
Everything" camera 
commercial. 

T A/HATMary Pierce used 
VV to think she was: "tht! 
female verslohtrf Andre, 
Agaag."* ■ 
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R EPORTj^Btofthe 
hom^^^^Bdre Agassi 
and bought in 

the PacmcPailsadesarea in 
Los Angeles; $6 million. 

P ERCENT of all-time great 
Billie Jean King's 
endorsements that she ld« 
lyhcin she disclosed her 
exwa-i^talafl^vidt^ , 
woman in 1981:100. 


T he average price paid (In 
U.S.dpUars) for a tennis 
racket in Japan: $ 153.05. 

T he average price paid for a 
tennis racket in the United 
States: $99.00. 

N umber of dtfiierent 
partnen thdt Martina 
EOhjid^ wm dodbles titles with 
lnI99fiS. 


T A/HAt Richard wuitems. 

yVthehiiherof 

tV-year^old rising star Venus, 
said it would takfe for Venus 
not td be the best player in die 
woridbyage 18: "An 
accident.*' 

H OW MafCelo Rios in 1996 
responded to a reporter 
who asked if his dark 
complexion and shiny hair 
were the result of Indian 
I ancestry: "What if I called you 
a son of a whore?" 

N umber of the 17 
paragraphs in Sports 
IZ/ustrared's February 9.1998 
story on the Australian Open 
that were devoted to women 
players: 1. 

O ccupation of Melanie 
Molitor's new love, 

Mario Widmer: Sports editor 
of Zurich's 'Blick', the largest 
circulation newspaper in 
Switzerland. 

THAT Mike Agassi, 

VV Andre's father and first 
coach, used to lie awake at 
night and think about: "How 
tennis was going to be played 
when Andre was 22 or 23." 

G irlfriend of a leading 
player who posed topless 
on the front cover of the 
German edition of Playboy 
magazine; Daphne Dedcers 
(Richard Kr^icekL 

O NE motive Nick 

BoUettieri said he had for 
coaching Mary Pierce: The 
hope that "some day Mary 
might be good enough to beat 
Monica" —who had 
acrimoniously split up with 
BoUettieri. 

Compilad By Paul Fein 






JUNIOR'S 


TALE 

Mark Waugh, the younger of the Waugh twins, is 
an integral part of the current Australian 
cricket team 


BY RICA ROY 


M ark WAUGH stands 

out as a symbol of peace 
and serenity in the 
Australian team. 

Amidst the two months of ridicule in 
the dust and heat in India and 
Sharjah, where the Aussies were 
made to think and re-think on their 
game-plan, there were occasional 
patches of brilliance in evidence, as 
well. Aaually, one can never keep 
brilliance under wraps for long. And 
so twinkled the Waugh twins. The 
'Junior' with his dash and elegance, 
steered their team in the final Test at 
Bangalore, notching up a classy 152. 
He did not actually pull chestnuts out 
of the fire at the Chinnaswamy 
stadium, but fashioned the task more 
casually for the 14th Test hundred oi 
his career. 

Most of Mark Waugh's 
run-fetching shots during the 
magnpm innings looked regal, yet so 
casual; a trick only one batsman in a 
thousand can pull off. Probably he felt 
sufficiently self- confident, while the 
entire team-spirit was at a very low 
ebb. Those primarily on-side strokes 
represented the amount of 
self-confidence the junior Waugh had 
in himself. They bore his stamp, just as 
surely as the cricket afficionados 
identified with Greg Chappell, the 
most handsome batsman of his day, 
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20 years ago. Most Australian 
batsmen, by temperament and style, 
are not flowery. Chappell, going 
against the grain, batted as if he wore 
an emperor's raiment and Waugh 
though not quite so imperial, can 
easily pass for a prince. 

Sometimes, if you half-close your 
eyes on a sun-lit day when Waugh is 
at the crease, and watch him play 
those strokes that more prolific 
batsmen wished they had, you can get 
an impression of what cricket used to 
be like, if the accounts of the 
old-timers are reliable. There is 
something of a morning dream about 
his batting, of the game played purely 
for pleasure, of "kissing the joy as it 
flies," as Waugh explains. 

"Brian Lara and Sachin Tendulkar 
are superb players," according to 
'Junior' and Steve Waugh is, "more 
copper-bottomed in his reliability," 
but for sheer watchability perhaps 
M.E. Waugh falls in the same league as 
Tendulkar and Lara. "If, for a lark, 
runs are awarded on aesthetic merit, 
he might easily make a hundred from 
ten balls every time he goes out to 
bat," reveals Ian Chappell. 

Yet what makes Waugh interesting 
is the strength of will that his easy 
manner conceals. It is not so obvious 
as in his brother, but it is there. He is 
offended, and rightly so, when people 
think of him as being flighty. He could 
not have made match-winning Test 


hundreds in West Indies and South 
Africa, had he lacked purpose. 
According to Mark, "It ^he hundred 
against South Africa at Sydney, a few 
months back) was a sheer test of 
courage, patience and stamina to 
counter those wicked bouncers from 
Allan Donald that left bruises all over 
my body." 

When Steve Bernard, the press 
secretary of the visiting Aussie side 
mentioned that "dandies are tough," 
he was most certainly talking of this 
man whose amiable public image 
disguises a steely purpose. Because 
Waugh has a dolphin-friendly face, it 
does not follow that he'll perform 
tricks for cheap applause. It is just that, 
when somebody plays with such little 
effort, people stimetimes wonder 
whether they can really be serious. 
However, one shouldn't be mistaken 
that Mark is the man for occasions, 
for, beneath a casual veneer lies an 
intense human being who's deeply 
touched by the sufferings of lesser 
mortals. 

On each of Waugh's visits to the 
subcontinent, according to the man 
himself, "has brought forth some 
startling revelations about the poor 
and their sufferings, the lepers and the 
downtrodden. It is here, in this 
country, in the city of Calcutta that I 
met the woman of my dreams—the 
mother of the downtrodden: Mother 
Teresa." Mark is one of those 
members of this Australian team who 
has an uncanny knack of staying away 
from the razzmatazz and the cameras, 
from the press and from publicity. Yet, 
his social contributions have been as 
much apparent in India as in Sri Lanka 
during their visit to the island nation 
in September, 1996, for the Singer Cup. 
When Chandradasa, the groundsman 
at the Premadasa Stadium took a nasty 
blow on his right hand from one of his 
shou,-during a praaice session, Mark 
presented him with his gloves, as a 




SANTOSHOHOSM 



Mark Waugh with hit brothar Stava. Both hida 
ataaly wills bahind a calm axlsrior 

gesture of goodwill. Such instances in 
cash and kind can fill up pages. 

Yet, people are more aware of his 
casual image. The image that is even 
mistaken bV cricket pundits, in whose 
opinion Mark Waugh is a maker of 
glorious 70s and 806, which many feel 
should have been converted into 
centuries more often. True, but we 
also need batsmen who provide us 
with the sheer pleasure of watching 
him bat, and who can also wear the 


bowlers down. 

Steve Waugh who knows all about 
glory, believes that luxury players are 
precisely the ones a captain caimot 
afford. But in the successful 
Australian side that Mark has grown 
up, he's a necessary adornment. This 
is also required to be mentioned here 
because too often cricket talk is all 
about sledging, ball-tampering, 
over-rates, intimidatory bowling and 
what not. These is also the barrell-load 
of dressing room banalities of 
commitment, of no quarter being 
asked (nor, indeed, given), team work 


and winning. But cricket as a game 
and as an art is much more than all 
these. It is also about aesthetics and 
the sheer pleasure the game provides. 

When we bowl in our dreams, we 
imagine ourselves to be Wasim Akram 
or Javagal Srinath or Dennis Lillee. 
When we bat, we play shots with the 
unhurried serenity of Mark Waugh. 
The beguiling batsman had enthralled 
the subcontinent during World Cup 
'96 (his back to back centuries, if one 
remembers). For the admirers of sheer 
class and elegance watching Mark 
Waugh is nothing short of a treat. 
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NOSTALGIA 



H ere is a case for the quiz 
books. Name the family, 
which, for three 
generations, has 

represented India In a single sport. The 
answer: the legendary hockey family 
from Jhansi. The incomparable 
Dhyan Chand who won three gold 
medals in the 1928,1932 and 1936 
Olympics was succeeded by his 
talented son Ashok Kumar. He scored 


Meet one of the greatest 
inside-right hockey 
players that the country 
has produced 


as a fierce competitor and a frank, 
forthright person, never wary to air his 
views. 

An example of his competitive spirit 
is narrated by his team-mates in the 
1975 World Cup final at Kuala 
Lumpur. Pakistan led 1 -0 and the 
heads of many Indian players were 
drooping. India then drew level and 
then Kumar scored the 
match-winner. 

Th« family in front of tin ttatua of ttia 
logandary Dhyan Chand at tha National 
Stadium in Now Delhi 


His lack of public relations and 
penchant to call a spade a spade led to 
a shortened international career. He 
played for India foi just nine years, 
from 1970-1979. Ashok himself 
admits, “I could have played another 
three to four years but somehow was 
overlooked after the 1979 Esanda 
tournament in Australia." 

In his illustrious career there are 
many successes but only two regrets. 
One of these regrets is that India did 
not win an Olympic gold medal 
during his playing years. He strongly 


the match winner when India won 
the 1975 World Cup final against 
Pakistan and got a bronze medal in the 
1972 Munich Olympics. 

The next in the line is the niece of 
Ashok Kumar. Nineteen-year-old 
Neha Singh, daughter of Ashok's 
younger sister, Asha and Arun Kumar 
Singh is in India's squad for the 
forthcoming Utrecht World Cup. 
Ashok narrates, with pride, that Neha, 
like her grandfather and uncle, also 
plays as a forward. There is still more 
hockey talent in the family, Ashok's 
son, the chubby faced, suave 
17-year-old Gaurav, is also an inside 
forward of promise. He practises with 
the 'Air India Academy' at the 
National Stadium, Delhi, plays for 
'New Stars' club in the local league 
and for his college, 'Kirori Mai' where 
he is a first year English honours 
student. 

In fact, it is this family pride, sense 
of tradition and strong value system 
which motivates Ashok Kumar even 
now. Age has not mellowed his 
renowned fighting spirit. The spark 
still returns to his eyes when he recalls 
the numerous instances of injustice in 
Indian hockey. In his heyday, he was 
famous for his exquisite dribbling and 
df leaable passes. He was also known 



''Dada (Dhyan Chand) 
used to say: watch, 
observe and iearn 
and that is what I 
have followed all my 
lifei After every 
match, I would recall 
my game, especially 
my mistakes and try 
to rectify them." 


feels that it was faulty selection rather 
than paucity of talent which 
prevented India from winning gold 
medals in the Olympics. With a glint 
in his eyes and anger in his voice, he 
says, "If the selectors had not obliged 
favourites and chosen a forward line 
of right out, Balbir Singh (Railways), 
inside right, myself, centre forward, 
B.P Govinda, inside left, 
Inam-ur-Rehman and left om, 
Ghafoor or Shahid Noor or Harcharan 
Singh, we could have won the 1971 
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World Cup ilu-1072 Munich example of family history which grace m his career His love for hockey 

01\mpiisand the 1971 World Cup at made him realise that playing rather and values m life were moulded by his 

Amsterdam We were all in peak form than captaincy was more important large but tightly-knit family 

during that period and could have Ashoksays, During the trials for the Ashok was a child of the 1960s the 

outwitted any team in the world ' 1936 Berlin Olympics my late father last generation before the television 

Anotlu r minor regret is that he was joined the camp late and so the great boom changed the focus of life in 

ncvcrconsidercdascapiatnol the left winger Jaffer was chosen as urbanlndta He recalls, "In my days it 

Indianteam Ashokrecalls I was skipper When Dhyan Chand joined was sports and only sports I played all 

only interested in playing and never thecamp Jaffer )ust stepped aside and games in my childhood hockey, 

tried to lobby the IHF or the selectors said Dada has come and now he is the football, badminton, gilh danda 

to become captain Ashok admits skipper I have always admired the and even chess We played barefoot 

thattempeiamentally hewas grace and sacnfice of Jaffer s act 'Jt on the streets and in the nearby park " 

incapable of currying favour and was such incidents which inspired 

seeking obligations He also cites an Ashok to behave with dignity and He wistfully recalls the name of 
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PHOTOGNAmS. MOHAMMAD SHAFIQUE 


.alka Prasad, the secretary of the 
fiansi District Hockey Association 
'ho used to organise age-group 
)urnaments in the city. Ashok played 
i all these tournaments, under 12 
:ars, under 14 years and so on. It was 
hilst playing in such tournaments 
lat he honed his skills and 4cveloped 
love for the game. As he says, "It was 
tly in Class XI that I really became 
isslonate about hockey." 

His legendary father (unlike many 
odern parents) did not believe In 
•aching his son or interfering with 


Uis career. Ashok says, "Dada used to 
say: watch, observe and learn and that 
is what I have followed all my life. 
After every match I would recall my 
game, especially my mistakes and try 
to reaify them." 

Ashok honed his skills by watching 
several greats of the past. He remarks, 
"I learnt dribbling skills and fighting 
spirit from Inam sahab 
(Inam-ur-Rehman) and the art of 
clever passing from the great Udham 
Singh." Ashok always considered 
Inam as his mentor, friend. 


philosopher and guide. Inam is 
equally gushing about Ashok's 
prowess and says, "Ashok was the 
best inside-right in India in the 1970s. 
He was a classic, complete player, very 
talented, fit and a fighter. His control 
was a delight to watch." 

Inam rejects the claim of many 
previous Indian coaches that Ashok 
tended to over-dribble. Instead Inam 
maintains that the coaches did not 
know how to handle Ashok Kumar. 
"He was a moody player and should 
have been handled tactfully." Ashok 
himself says, "I played hockey with 
feeling. With some players like Inam 
and Govinda or Ganesh (right 
winger), I developed telepathic 
understanding. We just knew when 
and where to pass." 

He has many happy memories of his 
illustrious playing career. Ashok says, 
"The best Indian teams I played in 
were for the 1973 World Cup and the 
1975 World Cup. We could have won 
at Amsterdam in 1973 but the crowd 
defeated us. They made so much noise 
that we often did not hear the 
umpire's whistle." Being chosen as 
the only Indian forward for the Asian 
All Stars XI in 1974 was also a great 
source of pride. Ashok greatly admires 
the sublime ball skills of inside-left 
Shanaz Sheikh and the speed and 
dash of right winger Islahuddin 
(current Pakistan coach): 

About the 1976 Montreal Olympics 
debacle, Ashok feels the new surface 
(first Olympics on astro-turf), the 
heavy leather ball (weight increased 
as it got wet) instead of the synthetic 
ball as used now and the injury to 
Govinda upset the team. 

As if maintaining a family tradition, 
Ashok also does not impart any 
personal coaching to son Gaurav. This 
latest inside-forward in the family 
admits that he took to hockey 
seriously only in Class XI and the man 
who developed his skills was his 
school coach (Modem School, Vasant 
Vihar) Gurcharan Singh. 

Gaurav would likelo emulate his 
illustrious father and become an 
international hockey star. He has the 
right credentials and was chosen best 
player in the inter-college hockey 
tournament at Delhi recently. Gaurav 
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however has twin ambitions and says, 
"I would like to become a pilot and an 
international hockey player ” 

Both children have imbibed 
Ashok's restlessness and indefatigable 
energy. His elegant daughter, Prceti 
works as a journalist in a local 
magazine 'First City', studied Korean 
at the Jawaharial Nehru University 
(JNU), even whilst graduating in 
English honours. An avid reader, she 
has ambitions in television. Gaurav, 
besides playing hockey and studying, 
enjoys wood carving and sculpture. 
Both Preeti and Gaurav, like Ashok 
believe in living life to the full. 

Ashok, though 48 years old, still 
leads a hectic life. At present, he works 
as a Deputy Manager in Flight 
Services in 'Indian Airlines' and is 
often travelling six days a week. He 
travels abroad to the Gulf region and 
to several cities in India. His constant 
travelling leaves his wife Kamal 
lonely. As she says, "Both my children 
are now grown up and independent. 
So, at times, 1 do feel lonely." 

When at home, Ashok Kumar is a 
bundle of energy Daughter Preeti 
quips, "He cannot sit still and is always 
tinkering with gadgets, opening them 
up and putting them right." Fitness is 
still a fetish for Ashok. When at home, 
he goes for a late morning run (about 


I 9 a.m.), of about 3 kms on a grassy 
barren land near his locality. 
Afterwards, he does some free-hand 
exercises or skipping. Even when on 
flights, Ashok takes his skipping rope 
along and skips in his hotel room. 

Relaxation for Ashok is singing 
songs or watching sports on TV. He 
says, "International football, hockey 
and boxing are the sports 1 like to 
watch. I enjoy the 'Ham Panch' 
programme on Zee TV and like 
listening to music and even singing 
along. It relaxes me. During my 
playing days, I always sang on 
journeys to entertain team-mates and 
before matches to relieve the 
pressure." Ashok's favourites when 
crooning alone is Kumar Sanu's 
'Kuch Na Kaho' from' 1942: A Love 
Story'. 

Another form of relaxation is 
playing cards with wife Kamal or with 
the whole family together. They play 
for hours together. Ashok enjoys his 
wife's cooking and says it is a welcome 
change from the constant hotel food 
which he has to eat. He is not a fussy 
eater and even during his playing 
days, believed in the maxim, "Eat as 
much as required." 

Though not fastidious about food, 
Ashok enjoys a well-cooked meal. His 
favourite meal is 'ArharKi Dal', 
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M Holding tho Ar|una Award, 

; % among tho many trophiaa and 
modais that ha has won. Ho is a 
Daputy Manager In Right 
Sarvicot, Indian Airlines 


(Ufth 

Masie is his passion. Hors ho is 
doing a version o( tho karaoko 





potatoes, achaar, carrots, green 
chutney, rotis, papadand a mutton 
dish He does not like formal dinners 
The family prefers settling down to a 
hearty meal on a cloth spread out on 
the floor and a variety of dishes to 
sample from 

Till 1993 Ashok actively coached 
the Indian Airlines team Even now 
he IS a useful performer m the 
veterans'team Ashok hopes to play 
in tfie forthcoming Utrecht World 
Cup for veterans. He played for Indian 
Airlines for nearly two decades, 
joining them in 1970 as a flight purser 


"I played hockey with 
feeling. With some 
players like Inam and 
Govinda or Ganesh 
(right winger), I 
developed telepathic 
understanding. We 
just knew when and 
where to pass." 


at the behest of K P Roy, former 
sports secretary of lA Sports Board 
During his playing days, he feared no 
opponent as he was confident of his 
skills 

Ashok however admits that 
Germany had the strongest set of 
defenders he ever faced Several of 
Dhyan Chand's sons played hockey 
but It was only Ashok who excelled as 
an international. Passion for the game 
and diligent practise (which included 
one vs one games in his courtyard at 
Jhansi with his brothers) took Ashok 
to the pinnacle of success and glory 
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suirpHslng ming about 
I yottng Apama Popat is that 
I she took to the game of 
<J|)» badminton by chance, rather 
than by choice, Her father, Lalji M. 
Popat, who deals with Import/export 
through an engineering business, is a 
member of the Cricket Club of India 
(CCI) in Mumbai Neither her father 
nor mother Heena or sister Anisha 
were interested in badminton though 
they were interested in sports. And 
there's no one either in their family 
arcles who plays badminton. 

Thanks to her father's membership 
at the CCI. Apama had a first 


cncountw yid A thtflhdithi atth* age 
of eight. Anil PrjuAan vrj» her first 
coach in Hie CCl. 

'T don't recall how I developed an 
interest In Afs game. But it wgS sort of 
love at first sight," said the 
20-year-old Apama, the new senior 
national badminton champion. 
Currently ranked 7Ist in the world. 
Apama's career chan is now complete 
with that senior national title won at 
Hyderabad This had eluded her in the 
Bharuch and Pune Nationals. 

Her first big break came when she 
put It across Andhra Pradesh's 
Neelima Chaudhary in the Under-12 


After Bnishing runner-t^i fo 
Kotnis in Ae Under-i 5 Niuionais at 
Kozhikode the following year, she 
won Afs title tor two eon?et?ditl»e 
years in '91 and '92. She sWbpt 

Ae Junior Nationals title for four 
consecutive years between '93 and '9*. 

Ttie World Junior Championship 
sojourn in Silkeborg, Denmark was a 
sliver lining in Aparna's career. That 
she finished the runner-up Aere is 
now history and no Indian has gone so 
close She lost to Yu Hua of China in 
thefinalat 15-7,15-3. ' 

"Thanks to Ae BPL Prakash 



BURNING 
BRIGHT 


National badminton champion 
APARNA POPATtooks likely 
to make a mark in the 
international arena 
in the near future 




'iif jj^to Dnu^iark ttuaM 
rejthejuntoJTvt^d ' / ■ 

jChan^{ri<imhip. Thus, Icotild 
itcdii^^e mysWjtolh!: condidcNas 
itiure sihich^e^pediMeto do welMh. 
the obdmplon^ips/^ recalls Apama. 

. 'In fa^, the Bangalore-based 
Academy has changed Apama's game 
altogether. After Qnlshing her 10th 
standard, Apama moved to the 
Academy and did her 1 ith and 12th 
standard education at Mount Carmel 
CoUege, Bangalore. She is now doing 
her second year B.Com., through a 
correspondence course from Bombay 
University. 




wpsaheriwise^fiiicBit^ 

. rate the Acatlemy iasiihe.h^ 
h^dly.u$ed ’ 

training. At ^e ^tca^^y, yire him e 
physical trainer m V.R. and 

on-ccmrtcoMhb^ciQines from none 
other man Prakash Sir and Vimal Sh. - 
They all have been so helpful and a 
great source Of inspiration. The 
\teadeiny has made me more fit and 
my game has more speed, power and 
consistency," explained Apama. 

The Academy providec 
accommodation for the outstatlon . 


to inepreaw - 
l^ee the 

trainee spOnsper^'; 





Beslde^tho^oidilhmior c 

chamidonmij^ Apemal's 
other foreign expoiitti^ ,. 

unde^lSchampkmsit^'i'^j^^m 

Himg Ktmg where idw lotihitthyeei 
the Aslan junior Invltati^ ' ^ . v jj 
tournaments, twice in *93 ahi^ife::;;- 
Hong Kong, the Danish op«i' 
the Makysiain Open {’'9«jand 
Indonesian Open) jmd toe Singi^p^^ 
Open {'97) toumamti^^hi lyiarch t|^i 
y^t Re made her debut In the 
'AD-Bh^anil champlonmips where ' 
shw lost^ the Oanim ^0,2 Mette 'U 

Pedersson in the second round. ' 

ThisiyasafterloslngtothesMde --J 
Danish muttler ih the, 
pre><|uanerflnidsof.theSwe(hsh . - 
C^pen 1 week eariieir. 

Aparna novvftas done Indian ' 
badminton proud by claiming a 
Satdtite event in Pairfa ndUdi ws^pijit , 
of the European Badminton Unloh..' ■; 
The Ermich Openoanried a prize - ■ 
money of $10,000. Apania;d^eated. 
then^seededOenhanKatJa . . i 
Michlowsfcy 1 If 8,11-4 in die final. 

She exerted pressure right hmn'die 
start, on her fancied opponent who is 
ranked 39th In the world*. 

In the first round, Aparna got the 
better of (|ualifier Mur Maria Louise of 
Italy and then defeated Andrea Oder' 
of Hungary in the pre-quaners. She .v ^ 
follow^ U upyrith a superb .; /; 

performimce to overcome the ! {i ;' 
diailenge of top French g^rlgimii^ ' 
Olmbour in a gruelling quarter'fihilt 
that lasted SO minutes, gliding 
the fi^ two games, Aparp# Q^d 
badly at 4 - 10 In the decider before 
winning the next eM^inpints to earn 

a jtemi’-final clash 

Gfether of Oermalpy^ /j^riia won the 
serais 9-ll,Ur7>l|;9. 

Conslderi^lj^r a$e/ Apa’rna's has 
b^n a stup$^;^arecprd so kf in 
badmin^^lh^Ainasspniinglass. hb 
dpubjLilbe^dfmrqbreglory at the 
leyel^iheyeisKta 


< 1 ; 
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ASHOKECHAKMBOHTY 


H OW strange it is that Shane much anomaly in the drawing up 

Warne's maiden Test lillllllaHflBISHyiHHHHHii international fixtures? Well, till 

appearance in India was 1992, political isolation played a big 

his 64th in Test cricket. A years. Australia and West Indies vie role m the case of South Africa. Before 

finger surgery prevented him from for the Frank Worrell Trophy within being banned from Test cricket in 

unravelling his wizardry in the one off two years. And the Pommies usually 1970, South Africa had cricketing 

Test at Delhi in 1996. That Test match face the Kiwis every two years. relations with nations like Australia, 

apart, the formidable Aussies have But now, here arc the irregularities: England and New Zealand, 

been in India for the first time for a full West Indies and Australia haven't yet Political turmoil has been a major 

fledged Test scries only this year. This played a Test match against minnows hindrance in Indo-Pak cricket ties, 

clearly shows how ridiculous is the Zimbabwe. This, despite Zimbabwe But that is not the sole contributing 

way the international fixtures are becoming an official Test playing factor in the great anomaly. The 

made up nation in 1992. stronger cricket playing nations are 

The international cricket calendar. In the 16 years since they acquired most reluctant to invite or tour lesser 

in retrospect, reveals that there is very Test status, Sri Lanka has met West countries. A lesser team like 

little reason and logic behind the Indies only three times in Test cricket. Zimbabwe will lyirdly ensure good 

drav/ing up of most fixtures. South Africa returned to financial returns to the BCCI that a 

There are, of course, some regular international cricket in 1992. high profile side like Mark Taylor's 

contests. Like the Ashes series is Strangely, West Indies has crossed Australia will, 

played every two years between swords with them only once since Unlike FIFA, football's governing 

England and Australia. Similarly, then. Their first full series is scheduled body, the International Cricket 

England and West Indies battle lor the to be held in 1999 in South Africa. Council remains a mute speaator 

Wisden Trophy at the end of two , The obvious question is: why there when fixtures are drawn. The ICC 
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STRANGE BUT TRUE 
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AUSTRALIA - TEST MATCHES PLAYED 

INDIA • TEST MATCHES PUYEO 

578 

316 






West 

Indies 

86 

67 

14 87% Australia 

f" 

51 

50 

16 13% 

Pakisun 

40 

41 

6 92% West 

Indies 

70 

49 

22 15% 

South 

Africa 

65 

95 

11 24% Pakistan 

44 

45 

13 92% 

England 

291 

121 

50 34% South 

Africa 

10 

5 

3 16% 

India 

51 

50 

8.82% England 

84 

65 

26 58% 

New 

Zealand 

35 

42 

6 05% New 

Zealand 

35 

42 

11 07% 

f 

Sri Lanka 

10 

15 

1.73% Sn Lanka 
Zimbabwe 

20 

2 

15 

5 

6.32% 

.63% 
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Here are the irregularities: West Indies and Australia 
haven't yet played a Test match against minnows 
Zimbabwe. In the 16 years since they acquired Test 
status, Sri Lanka has met West Indies only three times 
in Test cricket. South Africa returned to international 
cricket in 1992. Strangely, West Indies has crossed 
swords with them only once since then 
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only approves fixtures, but has no role 
in drawing them (This does not 
include the World Cup) This 
inexplicable non-interference of ICC 
has allowed Test matches across the 
globe to turn into meaningless 
exercises 

'Wisden Cricket Monthly' has 
introduced a new rating system on the 
basis of each team's performance 
round the year The system is quite 
novel, but it has its shortcomings too 

Isn't It easier trouncmg New 
Zealand or Zimbabwe than Pakistan 
or Australia’ And if a side keeps 
playing against the lesser sides its 
rating is bound to look good 
Therefore unless all the teams start 
playiqg one another on a regular 
basis, the true picture will never 
evolve 

The bizarre cricket calendar has 
deprived spectators of different 
countries the opportunity to see some 
great cricketers Sir Don Bradman, the 
living legend never played on Indian 
soil It's a pity that India's first Test 
against Australia was in 1947-48, the 
yeai in which Sir Don bade good bye 
to international cricket 

The crazy Indian fans never saw the 
charismatic Aussie greats such as Greg 
Chappell, Dennis Lillee and Jeff 
Thomson in action The epic battle 
between Indian maestro Sunil 
Gavaskar and Australian speedster 
Dennis Lillee was confined to three 
Test matches only Lillee 
overwhelmingly dominated that 
series in 1980-81 in Australia 

The then Aussie skipper Greg 
Chappell, when asked to comment on 
Gavaskar said,' I can't rate him highly 
because he didn't do well against us 
on the fast bouncy pitches Also, I 
haven t seen enough of him " 

Just because India didn't play 
against Australia regularly, Gavaskar 
never got anothei chance to settle 
scores with Lillee If Greg Chappell 
couldn t rale Gavaskar highly, what 
will the Indians say of Shane Wame, 
especially after the beating he took at 
the hands of Sachin Tendulkar’ 

Well, Warne may lament, "I did not 
get enough Test matches to prove 
myself against India " If he does, can 
you ignore the fact’ 
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THE WORLD OF 

BOOKS 


NAME: ADVANTAGE TENNIS 
PRICE: RSI 5 

PUBLISHER: PRIYA NANKI 
SINGH, 40-42 JANPATH. 
PEAREY LAL BUILDING, NEW 
DELHI- 110001. 

tennis yearbook published 
from India! If that sounds as 
weird as a wish that an Indian 
will win the next Wimbledon men's 
singles crown, then think again. And 
try and lay your hands on an issue of 
'Advantage Tennis'. 

Edited by the Delhi-based Priya 
Nanki Singh, 'Advantage Tennis' is a 
surprisingly slick production which is 
sure to iloor any tennis follower. 
What strikes you first and foremost is 
the price-line. For the kind of glossy 
art-paper that has been used and the 
quality of picture reproduction 
achieved, Rs.l5 is, indeed, dirt-cheap. 

To Singh's credit, she does not 
merely rest content on making the 


articles, too. There are interviews, 
analyses, educative pieces and 
reviews, as well as first-person 
accounts by three of India's greatest 
tennis stars (Vijay Amritraj, Ramesh 
Krishnan and Naresh Kumar). 

The Steffi Graf interview is candid 
and personal, the likes of which the 
German superstar gives, maybe, once 
or twice a year. Her assessment of the 
'arrogant' Martina Hingis ("she is a bit 
disrespectful but also very young, so a 
little boasting is allowed") makes 
interesting reading. And her assertion 
that she still has the same boyfriend 
(Michael Bartels) and is "certainly not 
pregnant" will come as bad (for 
prospective suitors) and good news 
(for those who want her to continue 
playing) for her legion of admirers the 
world over. 

The Hingis interview provides an 
insight into the amazing psyche of a 
wondergirl ruling the woman's world. 
That she doesn't think too much of 




Venus Williams as a tennis player 
("she seems more interested in 
making a show with her pearls") 
reflects her attitude towards the game. 

Nick Bollettieri's instructions on 
"How to hit the hell out of the ball" 
and "Jim Courier's workout" by 
renowned trainer Pat Etcheberry are 
sure to enlighten any serious student 
of the game. The good thing about all 
these articles is that all of them have 
been reprinted from publications 
which don't have an arrangement 
with the two leading Indian sports 
magazines. 

The main aim behind the 
publication of this magazine, as Singh 
has stated, is to "promote and 
encourage tennis as a sport in India." 
And it is precisely here that question 
marks can be raised. 

A tennis yearbook from India 
should have had a couple of articles 
dealing with the domestic scenario. 
True, there is not much to shout about 
Indian tennis minus Leander Paes and 
Mahesh Bhupathi. But that itself 
could have been the subject of an 
investigative piece which would have 
exposed the amateurish manner in 
which the All India Tennis 
Association is running the sport. 

Also, the likes of Prahlad Srinath, 
Syed Fazaluddin, Vijay Kannan, 
Vikram Venkatraghavan, Harsh 
Mankad—^the second-string 
basically—should have found some 
space in this otherwise well-compiled 
issue. 

The reviews of all four Grand Slam 
tournaments, along with the men's 
and women's singles results, are an 
excellent idea. Only the 
statistically-minded would have 
preferred the full draw rather than 
from the quarter finals onwards. And, 
with Indian interests revolving 
primarily around Paes and Bhupathi, 
it would be prudent to include the 
doubles results as well. 

All said and done, Singh deserves to 
be lauded for treading on 
unconventional paths. After all, you 
need a lot of courage to bring out a 
tennis yearbook in a country which 
eats, sleeps and dreams cricket. 

Amitava Oasgupta 
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A J ^ Y mother told 

• “ 1 % /■ me that car' 

I %/ 1 was the first 
T JLlegible word I 
uttered recalled liquor baron and 
racing tycoon Vijay Mallya Speed 
and automobiles ace my first love and 
I am not surprised that racing tomes to 
me naturally confessed the 
42 year-old bearded business 
magnate m his plush top floor office at 
UB House at Bangalore 


Motorsport in Incha has come a long 
way since the first race was run 
between a Mr Varughese and an 
Englishman on the roads of Madras 
(now Chennai) city way back in 1909 
The Indian motorsporting fraternity 
will ungrudgingly agree that Mallya in 
his various capacities of participant, 
sponsor and promoter has done a lot 
for the upliltment of the sport in India 
Ajet setting executive who travels 
the globe on business Mallya always 





has the time and the inclination for 
motorsport related activities It was in 
1975 that Mallya drove his first racing 
car "I raced in Calcutta in the Fiat car 
that vvas built with fibre glass by 
Walford Motors of Calcutta "In 1976, 
Mallya blazed the Sholavaram 
Cement Track in a home-made special 
catcalled'Cobra' "I then raced a 
Porsche 911 and later an Ensign 
Formula 1," remiruscenced the 
flamboyant business magnate 
Bom on the 18th of December m 
1955, the liquor baron is a Ph D in 
Business Administration A hard 
working CEO, Mallya has always been 
the 'central point' behind the growth 
of the Rs 4,500 crores UB Group 


Besides heading the UB Group, 
Mallya chairs atleast 12 other 
companies, and directs many more 
Winner of many professional awards 
like the 'Global Leader for Tomorrow 
instituted by'the World Economic 
Forum at Davos, Switzerland, 
'Chevaliar Du Tastevin', 'Glory Of 
India—Gold Medal,'and the Pride of 
India Gold Medal,' Mallya is 
renowned the world over for his 
business acumen 

Continuing as a member of various 
world business institutions and 
forums, he has established many 
charitable institutions and trusts and 
IS a major sponsor of various sporting 
events like Indian football fUB 


sponsors three of the best clubs in the 
country), cricket (sponsors of the 
West Indies Kingfisher team, and has 
signed on Ajay Jadeja and Saurav 
Ganguly) and specially motorsport 
The McDowell Grand Prix, and the 
yearly All India Motor Race Meet at 
Chennai are examples of Mallya's 
commitment to popularise 
motorsport in India Opined Mallya, 
"Motorsport is fast getting out of the 
cliche that it is only for the elite, and 
reaching to the enterprising and 
adventurous youth 

'Indian motorsport has grown 
from the days I raced Those days we 
had only Ambassadors and Fiats to 
race and rally Spares were hard to 



come by. Today, one has a wide choice 
and spares are readily available. It is 
the non* availability of technology 
that was ailing Indian motorsport. 

Our growth has been slow, but sure. 
The lack of sponsorship should now 
be over, for the MNC's who are 
coming in should be aggressive and 
liberal, in sponsoring individuals and 
events to promote their products." 

Started by his father Vittal Mallya, 
Mallya (Jr.) took the reins of the UB 
Group when he was 28 years old. 

Since then, the group has grown into a 
multi-national business 
conglomerate of over 60 companies 
with an annual turnover which 
increased by 439% to US $ 1.1 billion 
in 1996-97, despite the frequent 
devaluations of the currencies in 
many developing countries, including 
India, where the UB Group operates. 
The focal business areas of the UB 
Group encompasses beverages, 
alcohol, life sciences, engineering, 
agriculture and chemicals, 
information technology and leisure. 


trophies his horses and jockeys have 
won. Over and above all this, Mallya is 
also a brilliant orator. 

This motorsport enthusiast who is 
forever optimistic, never complains 





This is how you do it'. Mallya imparting 
some tips to a driver before the start ol a 


The process of globalisation was 
initiated in the late Seventies by Vittal 
Mallya and Vijay Mallya by starting a 
small trading office in Singapore in the 
early Eighties. In 1988, Vijay Mallya 
embarked upon a major overseas 
acquisition drive which expanded, 
the UB Group's business to over 20 
countries. The UB Group is currently 
pursuing opportunities in its core 
business in several of these countries 
making the group India's foremost 
multi-national. 

Mallya, whose first love is 
motorsport, also happens to be a keen 
yachtsman and a seasoned aviator. His 
love for horses and horse racing is well 
known, and proof comes in the form 
of his well maintained stud farm in 
Bangalore, not to mention the 


MallyH with Naraiii KRtlhikRyari (right! who hap|)t!iis to he India's lone hope in 
motor raeing at the world level Knrthikeyaii is snonsored by Mallya 
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when It comes to sponsoring a 
deserving competitor Naraln 
Karthikeyan, India's only Formula I 
hope IS sponsored by the UB Group 
^which paid Rs 65 lakhs for the 1998 



S' 



Siqwigs holh. Mjillya wiih fUvio BrialOfe, 
MD of the Benetton ft team durinq 
the titter's visit to India a year back 


F3 season Mallya who is hopeful that 
the standards of motorsport would 
nse in India said, "I am sure that a leg 
of the World Rally Championship will 
be run in India in another 3 years, and 
a leg of the Formula 1 races should be 
run In India in another 5 years time " 
Mallya who is the Chairman of the 
FMSCI (Federation of Motor Sports 
Clubs of India) the supreme body of 
motorsport in India for the past 8 
years, was solely responsible in 
bringing the international body's 
{(FIA) Federation Internationalle L' 
Automobile] President Max Mosley to* 
India, for the Silver Jubilee 
Celebrations of the FMSCI at Chennai 
What ails motorsport in India today 
is the lack of proper sponsorships 
With a keen motorsport enthusiast 
like Mallya at the helm, Indian 
motorsport should before long, grow 
and gain in stature and popularity. 



# 
f 

The 1996 Formula Asia Races and 
CEO Races at Chennai, and the 
Stayers and Spnnters Cup horse 
raang events provides us with a 
crystal clear portrait of Vijay Mallya 
the trend-setting sports enthusiast 
Shuttling between the motor race 
track at Irungattukottai, and the horse 
raang track at Gumdy, in his personal 
chopper, Mallya used the time in the 
chopper to change into his business 
suit or into his racing overalls to be 
appropnately dressed for both the 
different occasions 
Mallya's dream is Formula-1 and he 
IS hopeful that Karthikeyan would 
fulfil his long held ambition winning a 
Formula 1 race "It will be the best 
trophy I ever won in motorsport, if 
and when the young Narain 
Karthikeyan sits in a Formula 1 
cockpit I will cherish that moment for 
ever, "reiterated Mallya 
, Ninety five million Indians are also 
going to be proud if Karthikeyan 
manages to fullfil Mallya's long 
cherished dream • 
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Thirty-nine batsmen in Test 
cricket history notched up tons in 
each innings 


ON 

OCCASIONS... 


D uring the 1997-98 season, 
the first Test match between 
Zimbabwe and New Zealand 
played at the Harare sports ground 
ended in a draw. For the 
home team, opener Grant Flower 
batted magnificently to become the 
first-ever player for his country to 
score centuries in each innings of a 
Test match. 

After scoring 104 in the first 
innings. Grant Flower completed his 
second innings' century by hitting 
Cairns for a towering six. His 151 in 
the second innings is the highest-ever 
individual score for Zimbabwe against 
New Zealand. It was his 2 3rd Test 
match. 

Including Grant Flower, so far only 
39 batsmen on 47 occasions, have 
been successful in achieving this 
distinction of scoring centuries in each 
innings of a Test match. 

Australian opener W.Bardsley (136 
tr 130) was the first cricketer in Test 
history to achieve this extraordinary 
feat. He achieved it at the Kensington 
Oval against England in 1909. 

England's Herbert Sutcliffe was the 
first cricketer to score centuries in 
each innings of a Test match on two 
occasions. This record was later 
equalled by Australia's Greg Chappell 
and Alan Border; West Indies' George 
Headley and Clyde Walcott; India's 
Sunil Gavaskar and Sri Lanka's 
Arvinda de Silva. 

India's great opening batsman Sunil 
Manohar Gavaskar is the only 
batsman in Test history to achieve this 
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feat In three different Tests. 

Twelve cricketers have achieved 
this feat while leading their respective 
countries. They are: Australia's Sir 
Donald George Bradman, Bobby 
Simpson, Ian Chappell, Greg Chappell 
and Alan3order; England’s Herbert 
Sutcliffe and Graham Gooch; West 
Indies’ George Headley and Clyde 
Walcott; India's Sunil Gavaskar; 

South Africa's Allan Melville and Sri 
Lanka's Duleep Mendis. 

Australia's Ian and Greg are the 
only pair of brothers to achieve this 
feat, and that too, in the same Test. 
They achieved this unparalleled 
milestone against New Zealand in 
1973-74. In fact, it was only the 
second instance in ail first-class cricket 
of brothers scoring a hundred each in 

Aravinda da Silva did Sri Lanka proud by 
bolding tha world roeord of unboaton 
canturiaa in both inningi 



both innings ot a match. R.E. Fostet 
and W.L. Foster were the first pair of 
brothers to achieve this feat, for 
Worcestershjre against Hampshire at 
Worcester in 1899. 

By scoring 247* and 133 in the 
above mentioned Wellington Test of 
1973-74,j'Chappcll set a new world 
record for most runs in a Test match. 
At pKsent, the holder of this record is 
England's Graham Gooch, who 
scored 333 and 123 (i.e.a total of 456 
runs m a Test) runs against India at 
Lord's in 1990. 

Gooch, who bagged a pair' on 
debut, is the only batsman to score a 
triple century followed by a century ir 
the same Test, As Gooch was leading 
his side at Lord's against India in 1990, 
he also holds the world record of 
registering the highest score (333) as a 
captain. 

During the 1948-49 series at 
Calcutta against India, Everton 
Weekes of the West Indies had scored 
162 and 101, to create a marvellous 
world record of scoring centuries in 
five consecutive Test innings. 

During the 1954-55 home series 
against Australia, West Indies' middle 
order batsman Clyde Walcott scored 
126 and 110 at Port-of-Spain followed 
by 155 and 110 at Kingston to create a 
world record of scoring centuries in 
each innings of a Test twice, that too in 
a same Test series. In fact, in that 
series, Walcott scored five centuries, 
which is also an unbeaten record till 
today. 

Against the touring. New Zealand 






CENTURY IN EACH TEST INNINGS 


1 Bdtsinan's niiine 

For 

W, Barctiley 

Aus 

C.A.G. BusseR 

Eng 

H. Sutcliffe 

Eng 

W.R. Hammond 

Eng 

H. SutdlHe 

Eng 

G. A. Headley 

WI 

B. Paynter 

Eng 

G.A. Headley 

WI 

D.C.S. Compton 

Eng 

A.R. Morns 

Aus 

A. Melville 

SA 

B. Mitchell 

SA 

D,G. Bradman 

Aus 

V.S. Hazare 

Ind 

E.D. Weekes 

WI 

J. Moroney 

Aus 

C.L. Walcott 

WI 

C.L, Walcott 

WI 

G.S. Sobers 

WI 

R.B. Kanhai 

WI 

Hanif Mohammad 

Pak 

R.B, Simpson 

Aus 

K.D. WaUers 

Aus 

S.M. Gavaskar 

Ind 

L.G. Rowe 

WI 

I.M. Chappell 

Aus 

G.S. Chappell 

Aus 

G.M. Turner 

NZ 

G.S. Chappell 

Aus 

C.G Greenldge 

WI 

G.P. Howarth 

NZ 

S.M. Gavaskar 

Ind 

S.M. Gavaskar 

Ind 

A.R. Border 

Aus 

L.R.D. Mendis 

SL 

Javed Miandad 

Pak 

A.R. Border 

Aus 

D.M. Jones 

Aus 

G.A. Gooch 

Eng 

A.H. Jones 

NZ 

A.P. Gurusinha 

SL 

A.I. Stewan 

Eng 

G. Kirsten 

SA 

P.A.De Silva 

SL 

S.R. Waugh 

Aus 

P,A. De Suva 

SL 

G.W. Flower 

Zim 


V/S Islinii 2n(l mil 


Total runs Vimiu; 
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Adelaide 




WelURiRon 


pc, 

Adelaide 

licad'e 

liamilton 

HamllitM 

Bridgetown 
Cglcutu 
Colombo (SSCi 
ivuncheemr , 
Ccdombofssc^ 
Uataire' 


1909 

1922-23 

1924-25 

1928- 29 
1929 

1929- 30 
1938-39 
1939 
1946-47 

1946- 47 
1947 
1947 

1947- 48 

1947- 48 

1948- 49 

1949- 50 
1954-55 
1954-55 
1957-58 

1960- 61 

1961- 62 
1964-65 
1968-69 

1970- 71 

1971- 72 
1973-74 
1973-74 
1973-74 
1975-76 
1976 

1977- 78 

1978- 79 

1978- 79 

1979- 80 
1982-83 

1984- 85 

1985- 86 

1989- 90 
1990 

1990- 91 
1990-91 
1993-94 
1996-97 

1996- 97 
1997 

1997- 98 
1997-98- 


team, West Indies' Lawrence Bowe 
scored 214 and 100* at Kingston m 
1971 -72 on debut to create a world 
record Although, this record of a 
double century and a century was 
later on equalled by Australia's Doug 
Walters and Greg Chappell as well as 
India's Sunil Gavaskar 
Sri Lanka's right-handed 
middle-order batsman Duieep Mendis 
jpis the only batsman to create an 


identical score (105) in both innings 
Aravinda de Silva of Sn Lanka holds 
the world record of unbeaten 
centuries in both innings He 
performed this feat against Pakistan at 
Colombo In 1996-97 
Alan Border is the only cricketer to 
score at least 150 runs in both the 
innings It happened in the Lahore 
Test against Pakistan in 1979-80 
The feat of scoring centuries in both 


innings of a Test match was so far 
achieved 10 times against England, 
eight times against Australia, seven 
times against New Zealand, six times 
each against Pakistan and India, five 
times against the West Indies, four 
times agamst South Africa and once 
against Sn Lanka ' 


Note. * Denotes not out 
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WAmNG TO EXh 

South African SHAUN POLLOCK has served notice of his talent as a 
bowler. Now, he's waiting to mature as an all-rounder 


O N July 16th 1973, a son 

was born to the former fast 
bowler of South Africa, 
Peter Pollock in Port 
Elizabeth. Pollock Sr. christened the 
child Shaun Macneal. Twenty-five 
•'ears down the line, the young man 
has fulfilled most of his illustrious 


father's expectations. His family, 
mainly his father, had dreamt that 
Shaun would one day become one of 
the mainstays of his country's cricket, 
and today Shaun Pollock is exactly 


that. Moreover,Jjie is one of the best 
all-rounders in contemporary 
cricket. 

Cricket has been a way of life for 
Shaun Pollock since his days in 
Northwood School, and he was 
passionate about the game for as long 
as he can remember. "I used to go 





Al£ 


with my father to watch jny unde 
Graeme play. It used to be great fun," 
he recapitulates. Today, Peter Pollock 
is the chairman of selectors of the 
UCBSA (the South African cricket 
Board) and the saying goes that it is 
always advantageous to have an 
influential father. But, in the case of 
our protagonist that extra puUlrom 
the father was not required as he 
merits automatic seleoion. Apart 
from the fact that he would readUy 


AaabowtarSlmMMiNkiahiaelaHafMaMM(Mk),Ma»MaaabalMiHMbaiaatMi|b 


I developing his game at the South 
African Cricket Academy. Finally, it 
was only after Dermot Reeve, the then 
capuin of Warwickshire guaranteed 
that he would "avoid bowling this 
predous commodity into the 
Edgbaston dust." that Pollock dedded 
to give it a go. 

His county debut was quite a 
sensation—and Birmingham became 
his happy hunting ground. In one of 
his early matches against 
Leicestershire, Pollock took 6 wickets 
which included four in consecutive 
balls. Even today. Pollock refers to it as 
the magical moment of his career. This 
impressive performance prompted 
the Warwickshire authorities to 
reward him with the county cap, 
something that most players achieve 
after a long toil. But his days in 
England was cut short by an injury, 
which forced the promising youngster 
to opt out of the tour to India towards 
the fag end of the year. The South 
African thinktank did not wish to risk 
their valuable star on the slow wickets 
of the sub-continent. 

Fortune does favour the brave, and 
Pollock was back against the Indians 
on their return visit, the following 
year. He was now an added threat to 
the opposition. The time-off had given 
the aspiring bowler the opportunity to 


attribute a big share of the secret to his 
success to his genes, there was no 
doubt in the junior Pollock's mind 
that he had borrowed anything else 
from his family. 

Representing the country at the 
international level is ev?ry 
sponsman's dream. Shaun Pollock's 
memorable moment came m 1995 in 
the senes against England. At the very 
first opportunity, he displayed his 
skills as a genuine fast bowler, taking 
29 wickets from five Tests and seven 
one-dayers. He was a keen youngster 
waiting to flaunt his stuff in the World 
Cup. But the planned dream-run was 
destined to end as a hiccup. Not only 
did South Africa lose unexpectedly in 
the quarter-finals, after winning all 
their league ties, their latest bowling 
star managed to get just six wickets 
from as many matches: quite ordinary 
by his standards. 

Yet, in the year of the World Cup, 
Pollock made another significant 
decision. The red-headed bowler 
decided to play County cricket and 
signed for Warwickshire as their 
overseas player, in the summer of 
1996. Initially it was doubtful 
whether at 22, and with a new Test 
career to nourish he should commit 
himself to the rigours of the county 
circuit. He then considered 








KAMAIJULKA 


S I' O T I. I (, II I 







#; 




/ 


41 ,^ V' 



spend more tiinc-with tlie willow In 
the Wanderers Test Polloek spent 
three and a half hours at the crease for 
his 79 runs a sure sign of uncle 
Graeme s coaching Graeme Pollock, 
the stylish left hander could on his 
day singlehandcdly demolish bowling 
attacks and is still considered to be one 
of the greatest batsmen of all times 
His natural talent notwithstanding 
Shaun works s ery hard on his batting 
He plays with a perfectly straight bat 
IS a clean striker of the ball, and has 
mastered most shots in the game 
However surprisingly Pollock m a 
MTV programme confessed that 
becoming a cricketer was not his only 
mission there was a time when I 
wanted to be an actor and go to 
Hollywood he said Well his 
perloimancc m the tie against 
Pakistan in the Wills Quadrangular 
One-day senes in 1997 had all the 
thrills of a blockbu* icr action movie 
His spectacular first over saw the 
home team crashing to 0 ? Saeed 
Anwar first ball Aaniir Sohail 
fourth and Ijar Ahmed fifth Shahid 
Afridi succumbed in the fifth over and 


Shaun Pollock (txtrema right, besida 
Srinath) is an txctllant ambassador for 
crickat and South Africa. Hara ha 
axchangas ideas with the Indians during 
their last tour there 


Pollock s first spell read 6 overs, 1 
maiden 15 runs and 4 wickets 
Cricket does occupy the 
centre stage in his life, bur it is not the 
only sport Pollock takes interest in He 
has been a part of the Natal Mynahs 
hockey club and playing golf is his 
favounte form of relaxation hobby In 
fact the advice he wishes to give to all 
young sports persons is that 'don t 
play cricket play golf Sounds 
ironical coming from a man who has 
achieved such a lot in the game not 
just for South Africa but even for 
Durban and Kmgsmead where he 
learnt the basics of fast bowling from 
the legendary Malcolm Marshall 
Becoming a world class all-rounder 
may be his ambition but what Pollock 
yeains for most is an opportunity to 
beat the men from Down Under in 
their own country The South African 
team with their do-or die' attitude 
came very close to a Test win against 
the Aussics in Adelaide, but Lady Luck 
walked out on them tn the final stride 



In a game marred by controversial 
decisions which meant a lot of 
heart-break for Hanjie Cronje's men 
Shaun Pollock s career best 
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performance stood out like the only 
silver lining to the ominously black 
cloud. On the ground where 34 years 
ago his father had taken five wickets, 
and,his uncle had made 175 runs fora 
comfortable South African win, the 
lion-hearted fast bowler achieved the 
best bowling figures by a Protea in a 
Test match in Adelaide Oval. Bowling 
61 overs in extreme conditions of 
102 F, the unexpectedly cool 
red-head with nerves of steel 
destroyed the Australian batting with 
a haul of 7 for 87 in the first innings of 
the third and final Test. The 
mammoth effort went completely in 
vain—the match was drawn and 
South Africa lost the senes. 

Success may have brought a lot of 
fame for the 24-year-old, but it 
certainly hasn't changed his jovial, 
down-to-earth attitude. Even today 
when the question arises about his 
toughest opponent, he willingly 
admits, "It's my brother in the 
backyard." An ardent admirer of 
Sandra Bullock, Pollock loves Italian 
food specially in the Villa Mora 
restaurant in Sandton. The tragic 


Shaun Pollock (exireme loft) is an 
integral pan o! South Alricn's wiinnng 
combintitiuii This was after thoy won the 
Wills Qunriraiigiilnr tournuineni in 
Pakistan 
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SHAUN POLLOCK S CAREER IN FIGURES 

FIRST CLASS DEBUT: 

Natal "B" vs Western Province "B" 
1991/92 

Natal "A" 92/93 

HIGHEST FIRST CLASS 
SCORE: 

150 Warwickshire vs Glamorgan 
(Birmingham) 1996 

BEST FIRST CLASS 
BOWLING: 

7/33 Natal "A" vs Border 95/96 

HIGHEST TEST SCORE: 

92 VS Sri Lanka (Cape Town) 97/98 

BEST TEST BOWLING: 

7/87 vs Australia (Adelaide) 97/98 

HIGHEST ODI SCORE: 

75 vs aenbabwe (Johannesburg) 96/97 

BEST ODI BOWLING: 

4/33 vs Australia (Durban) 96/97 


TEST MATCH RECORD: 


MATCHES 

wmm 

MN RONS 

AVERAfiE 

11 

33 849 

32.65 


(Updated ttU 25th April '98) 


death of Lady Di still bothers him—^"If 
I could only meet her. I'd love to find 
out the truth," he said. Wouldn't we 
all! 

KAMALSHARMA 








Compiled by Ananya Das Gupta 


A deeply religious man. Pollock 
believes himself to be in debt to the 
Lord's contribution in his life. "I 
committed myself to the Lord and he 
has guided me ever since. Christianity 
does help me keep things in 
perspective both on and off the field 
Although I try to perform to the best of 
my ability at all times, I try witb God's 
help to keep a level outlook on my 
performance whether they be good or 
bad," he says. 

One of the pillars of a formidable 
team, he is often spoken of as the 
future captain. Ian Chappell while 
commentating during the series in 
Australia declared, "Shaun Pollock is 
one of the young men who'll surely 
end up leading the country." Jonty 
Rhodes and Allan Donald may be the 
most popular cricketing stars in South 
Africa, but the freckle-faced son of 
their chairman of selectors is not far 
behind. 

Surely, the‘South African cricket 
lovers must be thanking their lucky 
stats that Shaun Macneal Pollock did 
not really take to the moviesi 
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Interesting happenings in the international sports arena 














Topiaft GamMnPanl E|ipal(79)sliowtfOffltoihlt3JZ0 
tnmiiea aad madala display^ a( hit homa ia 
LadwigtiMfan, in tha Gannan itato af 
Rhhialand-Palarinata Ha wan all dwta awards in tha 
past 35 yaars dainp cycling, swnmnina, hiking and 
nmning avanti amund tha warM. Hn name bn baan 
antarad in tha GumimtBookolVlloiUHKotiB 





















Bthnv Ml: John McEaroa 
parforms rack saags duriaa iba 
tanais rack aigbt in Rattarnafli. 

Tbla was in calabratian af Iba 
2Sib year af riw imamalianal 
lannif laamamam bald in Iba 
Diilcb cily 

Laft Carman Cbancallar Halimil 
KabMIafl) iriat la evada Iba 
hugging af a gtam -‘Eura MauM’ 
mascot whila his wHa Hannaiara 
laughs during lbs annual aparls 
gala *Ball das Sports' of iba 
Caiman Sports Support 
Foundation in Wissaadan 

Mark Raid. Iba instnictor af Iba 
David Laadbaitar GoH Acadomy, 
trios to improva lha swing of Faroio 
All, tbs Classic Indian Opan golf 
winnar in Calcutta. This was 
during tha Royal Challanga CoH 
Training Programma at 
Coragaon, Mumbai. Most 
waakand golfers like tha CEOs af 
blue chip companies and top 
Night bwinassman also shewad 
kaon intarest in tha programma 




O H. India why did you have to 
go and blow it at the very end? 
You had them on the ropes 
and we were so enjoying it sitting here 
Down Under while the cricket team 
that proclaims to be the best in the 
world were made to look as helpless as 
the kangaroos that run out in front of 
your car on the highways in this part 
of the world 

They blamed the food, the heat, the 
schedule and everything else for their 
poor perfoi mances, but in reality their 
only excuse was that they were 
beaten by the superior team. 

And then you go and spoil it all, by 
losing the final of the tn-nation Pepsi 
Cup. 

One couldn't face one's 
cricket-crazy colleagues the next day 
at work after having gloated over 
India and Sachin Tendulkar over the 
last month. 

This time it was, "Well we won the 
one that mattered". 


Suddenly, it seemed all that 
mattered was the one-day final. 

And then to allow them to gloat 
over their win, you allowed them to 
complain about the lack of prize 
money for the tournament. 

It was all over the radio, the 
television and the newspapers. 

"After a tour of non-stop hardships 
and problems, it seemed appropriate 
Indian cricket officials should say 
farewell to Australia with the biggest 
blooper of the trip. 

"Indian officials made A ustralian 
jaws drop when they announced the 
prize money for the Pepsi Cup 
final...there was none ." 

Oh, how they made fun of usi 

"Even though more than 200,000 
spectators Sa w seven matches 
between Australia, India and 
Zimbabwe, that more than 400 
million more saw the games on 
television, and that the series had a 
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multinational company as a sponsor, 
Indian officials could not find a few 
thousand rupees to hand out to the 
winner." 

It was being compared to Pat Rafter 
winning the Indian Open tennis 
tournament in Chennai, only to find 
his winner's cheque was "a plate of 
sandwiches." 

It has been said in these parts that 
India took advantage of the faa that 
Australia was morally bound to play 
the one day series after the Tests. They 
called it "a poor effort." 

Why do we give them reason to 
complain? Especially when they are 
so good at it? Especially when the boot 
is on the other foot. 

For example, not much was made 
in the press here of Ricky Ponting's 
antics at a Calcutta disco. Yet imagine 
if one of our cricketers drank himself 
silly and misbehaved with Aussie 
women on tour? All hell would have 
broken loose. The press would have 
gone to town. And there would have 
been another point notched up for the 
growing racism in this country. 

Azharuddin and company ought to 
have bested them and sent them back 
empty handed...well maybe with 
their white flannels in hand. No 
reason for complaints then. Except 
perhaps that baked beans are 
apparently not available in India. 

They are available in Shaijah 
though. 

And that's perhaps the reason why 
the Aussie cricketers so liked the 
tournament that followed their 
Indian tour. The fact that they were 
playing in the desert at the onset of the 
northern summer, suddenly didn't 
seem to enter their minds. Perhaps it 
had something to do with the over 
$ 120,000 prize money on offer in the 
cricket oasis. 

And all this time I was convinced 
when I read and heard guys like Shane 
Warne and the rest boasting how they 
were playing merel^for the pride of 
their country. 

Hot air reallyl 

Well, my grandmother had always 
told me that beaked beans always 
caused flatulence. 

Andy O'Brien 
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■ Unique World Class Pattern 

■ Extended Shoulder 

■ High Performance Compound 

■ Rounded Shoulder Profile 

■ Angled Transverse Grooves 

■ Compression Reliefs at Centre 
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trouble free 


Whether it be the World Motorcycle Grand Prix 
or a local dirt track event champions choose 
Castrol lubiicants to power their bikes to victory 
This international winning technology is 
available lo you in Castrol Super TT The new 
improved two stroke formula of Castrol Super TT 
meets the JASO FB & API TC 
specifications and ensures 

• Easy start • Excellent 
pick-up and peak' power 

• Excellent engine cleanliness 
• Minimum engine maintenance 

• Longer engine life • Significant 
reduction in exhaust smoke 

Advanced Formula Castrol Super TT is recommended 
for all two stroke bikes which are required to give smooth 
Champion performance mile after mile 
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Race Tested Technology 


So next time you select your oil insist on the original Champions 
Choice Castrol Super TT the genuine TT oil Castrol Super TT is 
available in 250 ml 500 ml and 1 litre pilfer proof double sealed 
packs at all leading auto iccessory shops 

DON T USE ANY 2T OIL INSIST ONTHE ORIGINAL CASTROL SUPERTT 




World Champion Lubricants 
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Can Brazil, spearheaded by RONALDO, win the World Cup 
for an unprecedented fifth time? 
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trouble free 


Whetlipr It be the World Motorcycle Grand Prix 
or d local dirt track event champions choose 
Castrol lubricants to power their bikes to victory 
This international winning technology is 
available to you in Castrol Super TT The new 
improved two stroke formula of Castrol Super TT 
meets the JASO FB A API TC 
specifications and rnsures 

• Easy start • ExqfiUent 
pick-up and peak power 

• Excellent engine cleanliness 
• Minimum engine maintenance 

• Longer engine life • Significant 
reduction in exhaust smoke 

Advanced Formula Castrol Super TT is recommended 
two stroke bikes which are required to give smooth 
Champion performance mile after mile 
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So next time you select your oil insist on the original Champions 
Choice Castrol Super TT the genuine TT oil Castrol Super TT is 
available in 260 ml 600 ml and 1 litre pilfer proof double sealed 
packs at all leading auto accessory shops 

DON T USE ANY 2T OIL INSIST ONTHE ORIGINAL CASTROL SUPERTT 
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FRANCE '98 


BRAZL 


This is the question uppenno^t it! the niifuis 
of the world 's soner Uins 




A s inevitable as the night 
follows the day, Brazil are 
overwhelming favourites 
to win the most popular 
sports event of the year, the 1998 
World Cup. It would take a bold 
person to bet against Brazil setting 
Paris alight and lifting the coveted 


BY NOV'Y KAPADIA 


favour. 

Ever since it won the World Cup at 
USA in 1994, Brazil has dominated 
the FIFA/Coca Cola awards list. They 


have won the coveted 'Team of the 
Year" title for four successive years 
from 1994-97. In 1997, Brazil had a 
formidable, awesome international 
record. They won the prestigious 
Copa America at high altitude in 
Bolivia and the FIFA Confederations 
Cup in grand style at Riyadh and no 



CbLORSWJm 


FIFA Cup on July 12, at the state of the 
art stadium at the Paris Saint Dennis. 
In full ftry, very few teams can live 
with Brazil, let alone beat them. 

There are several factors in Brazil's 


Tha Brazilian taam at attantlon just bafora tha 
atart of a friaiHlIy. WMi lalanti Ilka Ronaldo. 
Romario, Robarto Carlos and Danilson, thoy 
bava ovorything going for thorn 


fewer than 13 friendlies. 

The most memorable triumph was 
the stupendous style in which they 
beat the dogged Aussles 6-0 in the 
FIFA Confederations Cup final at 
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Riyadh Giving a glonous display of 
attacking, cohesive football Brazil 
dominated play with Ronaldo and 
Romano scoring three goals each 

The only defeat they suffered last 
year was when they were flattened by 
a powerful, fast running Norway 2-4 
This was a warm up game for Brazil, 
prior to the Toumoi de France, held ir 
June 1997 to test the facilities for the 
World Cup 

The bnlliance of their strikers is the 
other cause which makes Brazil 
favourites for the World Cup No team 
m the world has a pair of such 
devasiating forwards This magical 
duo can turn on the magic and for 
sheer unprediaability, amazing 
scoring ability and delightful, 
dnbbling ability are unsurpassed in 
world football at present 

For sheer devastation Romano and 
Ronaldo can be compared to any of 
the previous great Brazilian set of 
forwards such as Pele, Jairzinho and 
Tostao in 1970 or Romano and Bebeto 
in 1994 or Pele, Vava and Gamncha in 
1958 Also Brazil do not only rely on 
Romano and Ronaldo They have a lot 
of depth of talent, in the form of the 
gutsy Edmundo the cerebral Bebeto, 
the talented Savio and Tulio and the 
Black Panther' Osmar Donlzete 
Candido 

It is goals that win matches and this 

makes Brazil the favourites Their 
midfielders are also very creative 
Stung by Pele s critiasm that Brazil 
lack a settled side coach Mario Zagallo 
has done the unbelievable 
announcing his playing eleven for the 
opening tie vs Scotland at Pans, five 
weeks before the kick off Such is the 
creative strength of Brazil s midfield 
that coach Zagallo has dropped such 
talented players like Denilson 
and Ojalminha from his 
playing eleven 

The left-footed free kick specialist 
Rivaldo makes a comeback to the 
Brazilian team, after being blamed for 
the loss in the 1996 Atlanta Olympics 
(the only major football title that 
Brazil has not won) Also in the 
plaj Irtfc eleven is Giovanni who was in 
bi4&ant form at Barcelona Juninho 
whq.was hailed as a maestro in 1995 
6 


and 1996 does not find a place in the 
squad, as the coach thinks that he is 
not yet fully fit, after recovering from 
a leg iryury 

Brazil's midfield will have a lot of 
pace and flair as they will be ably 


An ngaing Rwmrio hn to combino wtll wHfc 
RoraMo in ordor to moko onothor impact at 
Franco's! 

supported by those brilliant wmg 
backs Cafu on the nght and Roberto 
Carlos on the left Carlos with the 






most powerful shot In the world and 
58cm$. thighs is a match winner In 
his own right. So which team can foil 
mighty Brazil. Their playing eleven for 
the opening tie is formidable, 
inventive and creative. 




CONTENDERS TO THE THRONE 


Other countries ioM ' 


Germany hope to 



! only other team in nnmce 
98 who could match the 
potency of Btadl't attacking duo ate 
Holland's Denis Ber^camp, voted 
the Football Writers and Players 
nayerOfTheYearlnEn^ndand . 
the languid Patrick Klulven. 
However there Is a question mark 
ottdie fitnett of both dies* players. 

Brazil's major rivals such as 
Germany, Ei^ah4VMventina and 
halyladcthdrfire*power. " 
Germany is still searching for alt. 
ideal pair of strikers, ivith sldj;^ 
Jurgen lUliismann strugglirig tor 
form. Also, the duo that tnadi . 

Bertie V(^ plans to play, OUyer ; 
Blerhott, the top scorer in the . 
Italian league a^ pacy tiUKlrsun, 
the leading scorer Of the 
Bundesliga are ntn a patdi on 
Romatlo and Rtmaldo. 

England rely solely on sUp^ 
Alan Shearer for goals, with 


Teddy Sheii^ghanir: ^^ ’ 
ini svqiporting rote,] 
of hardwoiklng strikers j 
nerlugi Casim^ and , 

ea^ ^nicknamed because isdhte,.. 
premature white<h^)Pahthcto ' 
RavanellL qieedy Filippo Inzaghl 
and Enrico Chieaa. The boy 
wmuih^ AEesandro ded Pieto yrlM’ 

is in spilritEngimth 

niidpli] 
tetfy'at 

Cesard hiiddlnl wlE ihick ^ his 
preferred "Utde and targe" . , . 
twO'inan attack. The Wi men 
bethetarfiMintenwhlh^ jDdt 
iHerowlEbe^ 

.'provider'... , 

Italy Hciitckiiigaithep^ 
and coiddsneak throt^ to the 
Final, HotyeYeii^, dtiaii iotW 
not»inventive as BraStil. 


NovyKapAiia 




Goalkeeper: Glaudio Taffarel. 

Defenders: Cafu, Aldair, Junior 
Baiano and Roberto Carlos. 

Midfield: Giovanni, Dunga, Cesar 
Sampiao and Rlvaldo. 

Forwards: Romario and Ronaldo. 

Another reason why Brazil are 
favourites is the luck of the draw. In 
Group A. they meet perennial 
under-achievers Scotland, Morocco 
and tenacious Norway. Except 
Norway, no team is likely to trouble 
Brazil. So they should emerge group 
winners without much of a sweat, an 
imporunt factor in a month-long 
tournament. 

Again as likely group A winners, 
Brazil will meet the group B runners. 
up in their second round tie at Paris on 
June 27. Again their likely opponents 
Austria, Cameroon or Chile lack the 


style of game or finesse to upset Brazil. 
Hie only problem could arise if Italy, 
notoriously slow starters do not top 
group B. In case that happens, then a 
potential final, Brazil vs Italy could 
become the most sought after second 
round tie. 

If matches go as per plan, then 
Brazil could be seriously tested only in 
the quaner finals where they could 
come across either Spain, Nigeria 
(who beat them in the 1996 Olympics 
semi finals) or even hosts France. 

So there are many factors which 
makes Brazil favourites. However, 
history sounds a warning, a note of 
caution. Remember the brilliant 
Brazilian teams coached by Tele 
Santana which lost in the quarter 
finals of the 1982 and 1986 World 
Cups. 

In 1982 Brazil, had a magical 
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midfield, skipper Socrates, Zico 
(nicknamed the 'White Pelc ), Falcao 
and Toninho Cerezo, the left-footed 
wonder Ederand the brilliant Junior. 
Well, this team of superstars met their 
Waterloo, in a dramatic quarter final 
tie against Italy, losing 2-3, with Paolo 
Rossi scoring a hat-trick. 

Then again, in 1986, Brazil had a 
lethal striker in Careca and fine 
midfielders such as Alcmao, Socrates, 
Junior and Zico but lost in the penalty 
shoot-out to France in a quarter final 
match which ended in a 1-1 draw. 

So individual brilliance does not 
always bring desired results in the 
exacting atmosphere of the World 
Cup. The sheer desire to win, fanatical 
commitment and the tunnel vision for 
success also counts. After all, 

Germany with their fabled team-spirit 
have a better recent World Cup record 
than Brazil despite not possessing so 
many talented players as the 
four-time world champions. Time will 
tell, whether Zagallo has blended his 
team of talented super-stars into a 
formidable team or not. 

Form and tradition favour a 
Brazilian victory in France '98. Their 
all-time records are mind-boggling. 
Brazil is the only team which has 
played in all fifteen previous World 
Cups. Four times they have been 
champions and once runners-up in 
1950. In the 1978 World Cup at 
Argentina they were third. They were 
also third in France sixty years ago in 
1938. In previous World Cups, Brazil 
has played 73 matches, winning fifty 
(50), losing eleven (11) and drawing 
twelve (12). They have so far scored 
159 goals and conceded just 68 goals 
in 73 matches. 

Yet history is against Brazil. Only 
once in the history of the World Cup, 
has a team won away from its 
continent. In 1958, Brazil won the 
World Cup in Sweden. Otherwise, 
whenever the World Cup has been 
held in Europe, a European nation, 

Italy in 1934, 1938 and 1982, 

Germany in 1954,1974 and 1990 and 
England in 1966 have emerged 
victorious. 

Except lor Braz'd'm \ 958 when they \ 
b^t Sweden 5-2 in the Final, and | 


A BRIEF HISTORY 
OF BRAZILIAN SOCCER 

T he most common account of the beginning of soccer In Brazil involves 
Charles Miller, a Brazilian returning home In 1894 from school in 
England. When Miller packed two leather soccer balls and some rule 
books in his suitcase for the return journey, it was inconceivable that such 
a simple art would Ignite a flame that would eventually consume a nation. 

Who would have know that the entire country of Brazil would beotme 
so enraptured with the sport of soccer, that it would transform the entire 
way the country would look at sport, and profoundly affect the culture, 
emotion, passion—even the history of an entire nation. 

Miller, born in 1874 to an English father and Brazilian mother, had been 
attending Banister Court School in Southampton, where he had 
discovered soccer and, reportedly, become quite a good player. Returning 
to Brazil, he was considered the best player in the country until he stopped 
playing in 1910, but continued to be involved in the game as a referee until 
1914. He died in 1953. 

There were other accounts of the beginning of soccer in Brazil. Some say 
that as early as 1872, the priests of the St. Louis School in Itu, Sao Paulo, 
organised soccer games among their students, following the original rules 
of Eton, England. There are accounts that in 1874, English sailors had 
organised games on the beach at Gloria, Rio. Others say that in 1 878, other 
Englishmen, sailors of the ship 'Crimeia,' played the first national 
scrimmage In front of the Princess Isabel's house in Rio. 

For the official record, the first soccer game in Brazil was played in 1895 
with a ball and uniforms brought by Miller at Varzea do Carmo, Sao Paulo. 
The teams were made up of Englishmen and Brazilians of the Gas 
Company, the Sao Paulo Railway, the London Bank, and the Sao Paulo 
Athletic Club. 

The Paulista League was formed in 1901 and by the year 1910, soccer 
was a regular fixture at the MacKenzle College Athletic Association, the 
International Sport Club, the Germania Sport Club, the Paulistano 
Athletic Club and the Sao Paulo Athletic Club. The flrst*soccer-only 
athletic clubs were the Rio Grande Sport Club of Porto Alegre, and the 
Ponte Preta Athletic Association of Campinas, founded in 1900. 

The sport continued to grow throughout Brazil between 1900 and 
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Argentina in 1990, which lost 0-1 to 
Germany at Rome, South American 
nations have never entered the Final 
of a World Cup held in Europe. Often 
they are the victims of the cold and 
wet conditions in Europe. In the 
knock-out stage one off day can mean 

an early exit from the tournament. 

The new FIFA rule which bans 
tackling from behind, could cause 
problems for Brazil. Their 
sp\ky-ha«ed skipper, ihfe 35-veat-ol<l 
Dunga's playing style is based on 



1910. The CftTiocas staned playing the game in 1900 when Oscar Cox, 
another student returning to Brazil from Lausanne. Switzerland, brought 
soccer paraphernalia in his suitcase. The next year the Cariocas played 
twice against the PauUstas in Sao Paulo with both matches ending in 
draws—1-1 and 2*2. The Fiuminense Football Club was founded in 1902 
and by 1906, teams competed in the first city championship. 

The birth of the Brazil national team was in 1914 when Ae 
Metropolitan League of Spons and Athletics formed an All-Star team of 
players from Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo to play against a team from 
Exeter City, England. The first official uniform of the Brazil national team 
was white; today the uniform consists of yeUow Jerseys, blue shorts and 
white socks. 


The Confederation of Brazilian Sports (CBD), the 
forerunner of the CBF, was founded in 1914 and by 
1923 became affiliated with the Federation 
Internationale de Football Association (FIFA), the 
international governing body of soccer. 

By the time BrazU won its first South American 
championship in 1919, soccer was played throughout 
the country. And in 1925, when the Paulistano club 
traveled to Europe and won eight games while losing 
only one, the popularity of Brazilian football began to 
take hold of audiences outside of Brazil. The magic of 
Brazilian football has contiijned to dazzle audiences 
throughout the 20th century, with the Brazilian 
players' exceptional ball skill becoming the hallmark 
for individual exceUence. 

Today, the Confederacao Brasileira de Futebol 
(CBF), or Brazilian Confederation of Football, has a 
membership of 551,300 professional and amateur 
players competing on 12,990 teams. Maracana, the 
world's largest sudlum in Rio de Janeiro, can 
accommodate up to 200,000 fans for a single game. The 
second largest stadium in the country, MorumbL is 
located in Sao Paulo. 

The unparalleled support and popularity of soccer 
throughout the country, has produced much success 
for Brazil, which has won four world championships in 
1958,1962, 1970 and 1994. 

Novy Kapadia 




determination, taaical discipline and 
tough tackling. There is often a nasty 
edge to some of his tackling and he 
can be m trouble because of FIFA's 
clampdown on the tackle from 
behind. In Brazil's 2-1 win over 
Germany in a friendly match, at 
Stuttgart, Dunga was shown the red 
card by British referee David Elleray 
for a lunging tackle at an opponent. 

Besides Dunga, several other 
Brazilian defenders relish the lunging 
or sliding tackle. Plavio de Conceicao 
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BRAZIL WORLD CUP RECORDS 


Most •ppoorancot with Braxil oatfoiwl toam: Djalma Santos, lOO; 
Gflmar, 95; Rivellno 94; Pele, 92 (115 counting non-offldal 
competitions), Jairzinho 86; Zlco, 82. 

Most goals scorod for tho national toam: Pele, 97; zico, 68; Rivellno, 43; 
Jairzinho, 44; Tostao, 36. Most goals scored in a single game; Evaristo 
Macado, 5 (Brazil-Colombia, 9-0, 1957). 

Most goals scorod in professional loaguo play: Roberto Dinamite, 150 
(1971-89); Zico, 139(1971-89); Serglnho, 124 (1974-90), Dario, 104 
(1971-83). 

Most career goals by a profossional player. Pele. Ii34 (1966-1978); 
ArthurPriedenreich, 1,329 (1910-1930). 

• Champions for tho most number of 
times: Four times: 1958,62,70,94 

• Number of matcbos won: 49 in 7 3 matches 

• Number of goals scored: 159 in 73 matches. 

• Unbeaten in maximum matches in World Cup finals: 13 (won li, 
drawn-2) from 1958 to 1966 

• Player who scorod goals in all the matches: Zairzinho-7 goals in 6 
matches, Mexico, 1970 

• Player who scorod goals In two suecsssivo Final matches Vava 2 
goals vs Sweden in 1^8; 1 goal vs Czechoslovakia in 1962, 

• The parson who won tho World Cup both as player and coachfortho 
first time Mario Zagalo; As footballer: 1958,1962. As 

coach:1970 

• BrudI is tho only toam to play in ail tho World Cup competitions 

From 1930 to 1998 

• Brazil Is tho only notion to have won the World Cup outside their 
own continent 1958, Sweden, 

• Top Bradlian scorers in the World Cup Leonidas da Silva: 8 goals 
1938 

Ademir: 9 goals, 1950 

• Fourgealsinamatoh 

Leonidas da Silva: Brazil vs Poland, 1938 
Ademir: Brazil vs Sweden, 1950 

Biggest Victory 

7-1 against Sweden, Rio. 1950 

Most goals scored in a World Gup 

22 goals in 6 matches 

Compiled by Hariprasad Chattopadhyay 


who is used by Zagallo as a midfield 
destroyer, a role similar to that played 
by Mauro Silva in the 1994 World 
Cup, also tackles viciously. Another 
player fond of the lunging tackle is 
first choice stopper-back Junior 
Baiano. Left-back Roberto Carlos also 
uses the slide tackle frequently. Strict 
application of the FIFA clampdown on 
sliding tackles could cause trouble to 
several Brazilian defenders who use 
such a tackle as their main weapon in 
vvliuilng back the ball. 


Zagallo, the veteran coach has also 
been criticised by greats like Pele and 
Socrates for not doing enough 
homework on his opponents. This 
flaw was exposed recently when 
Argentina beat Brazil 1 -0 in a friendly 
tie at Rio de Janeiro and USA 
surprised Brazil 1 -0 in a CONCACAF 
Gold Cup tie. Underestimating the 
opposition and internal wranglings 
could be Brazil's 'Achilles Heel' in 
France '98. Internal wrangling in a 
team full of charaaers and strong 


personalities like Romario, Dunga, 
Junior Baiano, Edmundo and 
Ronaldo could surface in the World 
Cup. It was evident in the 
Confederation Cup, when a group of 
high spirited players. Junior Baiano, 
Roberto and Flavio Conceicao burst 
into the rooms of other players and 
began shaving heads with a razor. 

Several sober and serious-minded 
Brazilian stars like Leonardo and 
Bebeto found this act quite repulsive. 
The Brazilian team did not play up to 
expectations in this tournament, 
except in the final when Ronaldo and 
Romario turned on the magic and beat 
Australia 6-0. 

Zagallo and his newly appointed 
assistant Zico will have their hands 
full trying to curb such high-spirited 
gimmicks which could lead to internal 
wrangling. The Brazilian Football 
Association, known as the CBF, will 
also have its work cut out to stave off 
the inevitable hordes of agents who 
habitually surround the Brazil team 
hotel at major tournaments, hoping to 
secure transfer deals for the players. 
Zagallo was clearly exasperated 
during last year’s trip to Europe at the 
attention focussed on Ronaldo's 
transfer saga. France'98 will be no 
different. 

Aware of this dilemma, the CBF 
have appointed a younger man Zico to 
help Zagallo tide over all such 
problems. It is now to be seen how 
Zagallo and Zico blend as a pair. If 
there are too many arguments 
between these two strong-minded 
individuals, it could have 
repercussions on the volatile Brazilian 
squad. 

No specific reason was assigned for 
introducing Zico. The CBF has also not 
clearly defined his role. Zagallo could 
see Zico as a threat. Such factors could 
also lead to dissension in the highly 
talented but temperamental Brazilian 
squad. 

Curbing the volatile temperament 
of their players will be an important 
task for Zagallo and Zico if their highly 
talented team are to play to full 
potential. On sheer talent Brazil 
should win the World Cup but 
off-field factors could cause unseen 
setbacks. • 
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FRANCE'98 


THE STARS WH 


Unheralded before the 
World Cup, here are a 

few profiles of players 
who can turn into 
superstars in France '98 

IBYNOWI^PADIA 

T hrough the passing ycais, 
new tactical formations have 
emerged in the World Cup 
which have become the trend 
setters in international football In 
1958 at Sweden, Brazil introduced the 
4-2-4 formation Later in the 1966 
World Cup, Sir Alf Ramsay s England 
known as the wingless wonders 
introduced a new concept of attack 
with the use of wingers 
In the 1970s came the brilliant 
'Total football from Holland with 
Johan Cruyff, Rudi Krol, lohhny Rep 
Johan Neeskens and others adding a 
new dimension to the whole concept 
of attacking football 
In the 1980s, football became more 
defensive with teams playing in cither 
the 5-4-1 or 4-4-2 formation using a 
lone front runner like Gary Lineker 
with Peter Beardsley tucked behind or 
two attackers like Jurgen Klinsmann 
and Rudi Voller 

However more than the innovative 
tactical formations it is the players 
who make the World Cup an 
unforgettable experience The 
fascinating aspect of each World Cup 
IS the new stars that emerge Players of 
potential who grow in stature dunng 
the Wodd Cup 

For'imance in the 1990 World 
Cui^ s l^ers Salvatore' Total' 

SchiMaa (Italy), Jurgen Klinsmann 
(Germany) and Claudio Canniggia 
(Argentina), midfielders Paul 
Gascoigne and David Platt (England), 
the agile midfielders from Cameroon 
12 


like Oinam Biyik, left back Paolo 
MaWini (Italy) emerged as the 
superstars 

Four years later, in USA '94, came 
players like striker Oleg Salenko 
(Russia) who scored five goals in one 
match vs Cameroon, midfielder 
Krasimir Balakov of Bulgaria, left 
back I eonardo of Brazil, Saeed 
Oweairan of Saudi Arabia and wing 
Ariel Oretga of Argentina They were 
relatively unknown before the 
tournament commenced, but became 
stars later 

France '98 will reveal the next 
generation of young superstars, the 
players who will take world football 
into the new millenium and beyond 
The followmg are some profiles of 
young players who could make a big 
impact on the world stage 


RAUL GONZALES (Spain); Just twenty 
years old, this talented young forward 
IS the great Spanish h6pe in the 1998 
World Cup This bow-legged 
youngster is an instinctively 
intelligent footballer who has an 
uncanny eye for goal-scoring He has ^ 
brilliant left foot and is in the mould of 
Rivehno, the great Brazilian of 1970 
and 1974 World Cup fame He is a 
very cultured player, with the 
audacity and talent to dnbble past the 
toughest of defenders Near the goal, 
he IS confident and can score some 

9 

classic goals His only drawback is that 
he gets earned away by the big 
occasion and can become too cheeky 
and impudent with his ball skills 

Raul Gonzalas, at aga 20, la tha graat Spanish 
hops 




d WILL BE BORN 


This precocious player is ihe most 
popular in Spain. He became 
Real Madrid's youngest debutant at 
17-year and four months in 1994. 
Such is his confidence and talent that 
in his first month of big time football, 
Raul scored a brilliant goal and was 
involved in two assists, in a derby 
match for Real Madrid against Atletico 
Madrid. 

This is Raul's greatest ability: to rise 
to the occasion and not get affected by 
big match nerves. A laid-back 
youngster, he says, "I don't get 
nervous at all." 

The canny Spanish national coach 
Javier Clemente resisted the 
temptation to plunge Raul into the 
cauldron of international football. 
Clemente let him develop both 
physically and mentally. Raul was 



dropped from Spain's Euro'96 squad, 
which created a storm of protest 
amongst the Spanish media and fans. 

However Clemente was 
unrepentant and kept Raul for the 
1996 Atlanta Olympics squad, in 
which Spain lost 0-4 to Argentina in 
the quaner finals. Such is the impact 
that Raul had made in less than two 
seasons in Real Madrid that during the 
build-up to Euro'96, there were more 
stories in the Spanish press 
bemoaning his absence than about 
any of the 22 seasoned professionals 
who made it to England. 

His first coach at Real Madrid, the 
former Argentine World Cupper 
Jorge Valdano was gushing in his 
praise for Raul's abilities. Valdano 
used to say, "Raul has that uncanny 
knack of creating something out of 
nothing—if there's a short cut to the 
goal he'll find it. I've never met a kid 
who's so single-minded." 

France '98 will decide if the kid has 
grown up into a man. Raul has the 
talent but does he have the mental 
toughness and discipline to emerge as 
a superstar. Clemente and Spain are 
banking on him for goals. Clemente 
and his coaching squad are hoping 
that the media furore over his 
nocturnal habits and taste in leggy 
models makes way for the right kind 
of headlines in France'98. Raul will be 
21 on June 27,1998 and he knows 
that success in the World Cup will be 
the best present he can get. 


OAWO BECKHAM (ERfllimi); A versatile, 
aafty midfielder with a remarkable 
work-rate and mature temperament, 
David Beckham is the glamour boy of 
English football. He is an exceptional 
talent who can function wide on the 
right as well as in a central position in 
midfield. His engagement to 'Posh 
Spice' of the famous music group, 
'Spice Girls', has given Beckham a 
glamorous aura. 


PH0T06BAPHS COLORSPOST 



David Bacfcham of Englaiid; crafty midfiaMar 
wHh a matura tamparamaiit 

However, he is no playboy like the 
legendary George Best of Manchester 
United and Northern Ireland In the 
1960s. Instead Beckham is renowned 
for his level-headed behaviour, 
mature temperament and willingness 
to learn. 

England's coach Glen Hoddle 
greatly admires Beckham and 
considers him a vital factor in shaping 
the England team for the 21 st century 
His talents were nurtured and honed 
in the brilliant Manchester United 
youth scheme. He is one of "Fergie's 
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Fledgelings", a group of talented 
youngsters who have recently 
emerged from the Manchester United 
youth scheme. 

Others from the same youth 
scheme, who are in the England team 
for the World Cup are defenders Gary 
Neville and Philip Neville and 
midfielders Nicky Butt and Paul 
Scholes. 

Beckham first came into the 
limelight, more than a decade ago, 
when he won a competition at a 
soccer school run by Bobby Charlton. 
His prize as the school's most 
promising youngster was a trip to 
Barcelona where he was trained by the 
then coach Terry Venables. Ironically, 
Venables did not pick Beckham to 
play for England during his tenure as 
the national coach from 1994-96. 

However Hoddle has made him a 
permanent member of England's 
playing eleven and even used him as 
right back. Beckham's assets are his 
measured crosses from the flanks, 
penetrative speed and probing passes. 
He can split asunder opposing 
defences with raking, through passes. 
His ability to assist with equal flair in 
both defence and attack makes him a 
rare talent. 

What makes him really world class 
is his goal scoring ability. On August 
17,1996 in a Premier League match 
for Manchester United against 
Wimbledon, he scored with an 
incredible 50 yard shot, rated by 
experts as the third best goal scored 
this century. 

Beckham was bom in East London 
and resisted attempts by Tottenham 
Hotspur to sign him as a trainee. He 
wanted to join Manchester United, 
who he had supported from an early 
age. He achieved his ambition and 
joined the Manchester United youth 
system. Except for a three month loan 
to Preston North End, a third division 
side, in the spring of 1995, Beckham 
has remained with Manchester 
United. With his rare talent and 
superb temperament, he could excel 
in France '98. 

DENHSON (Brazil): The Brazilian 
national coach created a major stir 
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when he dropped Denilson from his 
playing eleven for the opening Worfd 
Cup league match vs Scotland on June 
10 at Paris. He has a cultured left-foot 
and amazing dribbling skills. His 


Dtailsoa (Brazil) has a cuHimd Mtfool aad 
amazina mUling sklllt 

explosive pace and deft dribbling have 
made him one of the most exciting 
young players In the world to watch. 



Denilson lirst played for Brazil on 
the left of midfield against Cameroon 
in November 1996. He was nervous 
and hesitant. However^ Mario Zagallo, 
a shrewd judge of talent, encouraged 
him to play and kept selecting him for 
intemadonal matches. 

Gradually, Denilson developed into 
a classy, penetrative winger. However 
he is not just that. His work rate is 
adequate and he frequently rushes 
back to mark players in midfield. He 
has thrived in the national team since 
establishing himself as a first-choice 
player with his performances m 
Tournoi de France and Copa America. 

Yet such is the depth of talent in 
Brazil that one bad match led to his 
omission from the playing eleven 
against Scotland. Denilson has paid 
the penalty for a casual performance 
against Argentina at Rio de Janeiro 
which Brazil lost 0-1. Thus, he has 
been replaced by Rivaldo. But 
Denilson is bound to play in. later 
matches and will be yearning to prove 
his mettle. 

Denilson who plays for Sao Paulo in 
Brazil is set to move to Real Betls of 
Spain after the World Cup, for a world 
record fee ot 21 million pounds. Like 
many great Brazilian stars, he was 
bom in a lesser pnvileged home in Sao 
Paulo and hitch-hiked to attend 
training sessions at his club, Sao Paulo. 

ALESSANDRO DEL PIERO (talyjnTie 

undoubted boy wonder of Italian 
football. He has all the technical 
ability, flair and experience to become 
one of the stars of France '98. His 
brilliant dribbling sklUs, deft through 
passes, ability to score amazing goals 
from incredible angles and sound 
positional play make him a player to 
watch. Del Piero likes to play in an 
advanced role, just tiUcked in behind a 
burly and tall fronj runner. He can 
create goals with his visionary passing 
and is also an exceUent finisher. 

The pin-up boy of Italian football is 
1.73 metres tall and weighs 72 kgs. 
Thus he has the physique to resist 
hard tackling defenders. His skills and 
talent are supreme. Howevtr there is a 
question mark about his 



Alanaadro Dal nera it Mw woadtr bvy a( 
MiaafoMbali 

temperament. In Euro '96 he was also 
expected to play a star role. But he just 
faded away. Previous coach Arrlgio 


Sacchi did not have great faith in his 
abilities and Del Piero just could not 
play up to his potential. The current 
Italian coach Cesare Maldini has 
entrusted him with greater 
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responsibility. He is thriving in his MARK FISH <South Africa): This calm, 
new role. Del Piero has scared 31 goals composed and calculating 
in all competitions this season and is 24-year-old defender is the stalwart of 
being dubbed, ‘Italy's answer to the South African team. He was 

Rolando.' Critics feel that Del Piero signed by Lazio in 1996 after South 
has finally blossomed this year both as Africa's triumph in the African 
a goalscorer and a team leader. The Nations Cup. At present he plays for 
duel between Del Piero and Ronaldo is Bolton Wanderers in the English 
set to continue once the World Cup Premier League, 

starts. His sheer size, 6ft. 4ins, makes him a 

Del Piero started his career with formidable defender. He has the 

Foggia, a provincial team in Italy and physical presence to intimidate an 
joined Juventus in 1996. With his attacker. Besides that, his stint in Italy 
ability to play wide on the left or drift has improved the timing of his tackles 
into attack from a central midfield, Del and anticipation. With his height, his 
Piero is a very versatile player, whose aerial ability is impeccable, Mark Fish 
audacious dribbling skills and cheeky 
goal scoring attempts could make him 

a young star of the 1998 World Cup. Mart Fish; South Africa’s atalwart 


AFP 



I can play as a central defender or on 
I the last line of defence. His tackling is 
crisp and sure. 

Mark Fish started his First Division 
career as an 18-year attacker with 
Cosmos club. At his first club, Roy 
Matthews shifted him to defence. 
After Cosmos was relegated in 1993, 
he shifted to Orlando Pirates, which 
became the first South African club to 
win the prestigious African 
Champions Cup. 

His marking, fine distribution and 
solid defensive play make him a player 
to look out for. Above all,he has a 
remarkable temperament and plays 
better on the big occasion. 

HERMAN CRESPO (Argentina):This 

21 -year-old striker is the new golden 
boy of Argentine football. He was a 
member of Argentina's team which 
bagged the Silver medal in the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics. Crespo was a 
league champion with River Plate of 
Argentina way back in 1994 and was 
voted the Young Player Of The Year. 
His goal scoring knack impressed 
national coach Daniel Passarella and 
he was capped in February 1995, 
against Bulgaria. 

For two years, his international 
form was sketchy. Critics claim that he 
rarely produces his league form and 
goals for the national team. He cost 
Parma slightly over 3 million British 
pounds when he was transferred in 
1996. 

For his club he has excelled, but 
gradually he settled down with the 
national team and has scored vital 
goals. National coach Passarella has 
great faith in Hernan Crespo and he is 
the first choice striker. His height and 
swift movements have made him a 
perfect target man. 

Crespo says, "I have great 
confidence in my own ability. When I 
go to sleep at night I dream of all the 
goals, I'm going to score." A strong, 
talented and cohesive Argentina will 
bank on Crespo for goals in France 
'98. He couid, in partnership with 
Gabriel Batistuta or Claudio Lopez 
emerge as a superstar striker. After the 
1998 World Cup, Crespo could 
become as famous as Batistuta or 
Stoitchkov or Alan Shearer.# 





GOLDEN MOMENT 



A rare picture. One uf soccer's greatostplaysn Peis iiofils aloft the Jules Rimot Trophy Which Brasil won for the 
third tinw. Thsy dofsatsi Italy 4>1 in the 1870 final in the high aMtuds of Mexico City 
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—^ VEN before they line up on 

H the playing fields of France 
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I ' the superstars of the World 
Cup have been captured in 
glorious colour and packaged in 256 
pages of exciting action photographs 
Kick off your countdown to the World 
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Cup with this essential compendium, 
then settle down to enjoy the 1998 
action 

From its earliest beginnings in Pans 
in 1904, when Jules Rimet first 
conceived of an international 
toumamenr through to USA'94, 
'Superstars of the World Cup' 
provides a key history to this greatest 
of football competitions But the 
history is only a background to the 
excitement of the forthcoming battle 
of superstars 

'Superstars of the World Cup' 
brings you 118 of the very best players 
from all 32 participating countnes 
The finest attackers from Al-Jabcr of 
Saudi Arabia to Zola of Italy The 
crafty mid-fielders from Aspe of 
Mexico to Zidane of France The most 
impregnable defenders from Adams 
of England to Ziego of Germany And 
goalkeepers who will make or break 
their teams, from Fnedel of the USA to 
Zubi7arreta of Spam 

There is also the history of the 
68 -year-old tournament, its heroes 
and villains, from Ferenc Puskas, 
Bobby Charlton, Franz Beckenbauer 
and Pele to RenS Higuita, Ken Aston, 
Harald Schumacher and Diego 
Maradona plus extensive player 
profiles, in depth team analysis and 
complete statistics 
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W HEN they are attacking, there's 
no one to touch them. The 
present yellow-shirt-blue-pant team 
look a far more adventurous, 
entertaining side than the diligent 
winners of the 1994 World Cup Fmal 
in the United States. 


If the briUiance of the strike duo 
of Romario, who was the most 
outstanding player of USA '94, and 
Bebeto enabled Brazil to win her 
fourth World Cup title, this time 
around if they do an encore at France 


'98 it will be scripted by none other 
than Romario and the prolific 
goal-scorer Ronaldo. Voted best 
player in the wodd, the soloist 
Ronaldo has been enthralling the 
football fraternity the'world over wdth 
his exceptional pace, ball control and 
flair. But what about Edmundo "Hie 
Animal"? He has such 9 complicated 
relationship with veteran coach 









r 


Mario Zagallo. 

Last June, when he hit an opponent 
during a match, Zagalio dropped him 
from the team saying that the striker 
needed psychiatric treatment. 
Edmundo responded by scoring 
spectacular goals, and broke the 
Braziiian championships goal-scoring 
record by scoring 29 goals, thus 
forcing his recall. 

It cannot be denied that Edmundo 
is one of the most lethal strikers in the 
world. The opposition will have to 
work hard to contain him along with 
Romario and Ronaldo. 

The team has two very potential 
left-foot players in the vital midfield in 
the form of Djalminha, the son of a 
former Brazil international Djalma 
Dias and Deniison. For the opening 
match, Djalminha has got the nod 
over the dazzling Deniison. Like 
Deniison, he has sublime skills. 

Brazil, however has a chink in their 
armour . Their defence doesn't look 
too convincing. They have Cafu, 
Roberto Carlos, Junior Baiano and 
Aldair. Carlos is famous for his 
amazing, swerving free kicks but has a 
tendency to move forward, leaving 
open spaces at the back. Then, there is 
goalkeeper ClaudioTaffarel. He is 
playing in his third World Cup but at 
32, is ageing. Will he be able to keep 
his reflexes sharp and sure at the end 
of a gruelling^ month of play?Only 
time will tell. 

World Cup rocord; All Finals -1930, 
1934,1938,1950,1954,1958,1962, 
1966,1972, 1978,1982, 1986, 1990, 
1994. 

Boat poffonnanco: Winners: 1958, 

1962,1970, 1994, 



GERMANY 


M ore often than not, formidable 
Germany has been a 
favourite of the bookies. They have a 
remarkable World Cup record. It 
means that they are potential finalists, 
despite the occasional 
misunderstandings that take place 
within the camp and inconsistent 


Fonmr captain Uibar MatdMwiH haa bMa 
racalM ta play for Germany 

pre-tournament form. Grouped with 
the United States, Yugoslavia and 
Iran, Germany should be able to move 
ahead. 

They have four newcomers of great 
potential—left back Unke, 
midfielders Hammann and Jeremies 
and MarschalL the top scorer in the 
Bundesliga. 

The revelation of Euro '96 was Oliver 


Bierhoff, who continues to score goals 
gleefully. Hassler still remains 
a viul force in the midfield and when 
it comes to an attacking left-sider, 
Germany have an embarrassment of 
riches in Christian Ziege and Heinrich 
who are in equally good form. 

Defender Jurgen Kohler still looks 
as indomitable as ever, but one 
wonders whethei:,U|gfar Matt h aeus 
will be an ideal reppimem as 
sweeper for the injured hU|^as 

Sammer. * ^ 
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World Cup record: 13 Finals 
(1954-1990 as West Germany) - 
1934, 1938, 1954, 1958, 1962, 1966, 
1970, 1974,1978, 1982, 1986, 1990, 
1994. Boot poiformoncos: Winners: 
1954, 1974, 1990. 


ITALY 


, T the age of 64, the former 
/\ international Cesare Ma'dmi 
took over as the national coach of Italy 
and defeated England at Wembley in 
only his second match. The Italians 
immediately hailed him as a new 
messiah. However, things haven't 
worked out according to plans. The 
loss to England 0-2 in Le Toumoi, 
France was a big psychological blow to 
the Italians. The only silver lining is 
that Italy is in a group with the likes of 
Chile, Cameroon and Austria. So, to 
qualify for the second round will not 
be that tough. 

Italy managed to scrape 
through a 0-0 draw in their qualifier 


in Poland and were then held goalless 
by Georgia. 

Then they drew against England in 
Rome, which condemned Italy to the 
play-offs. A 1 -1 draw in Moscow in 
the snow in the first leg of the play-offs 
brightened Italy's prospects and they 
won the return match in Naples 1 -0, 
without making a good impression. 

Maldini announced that his team 
would not play m the same manner in 
later matches, implying he was 
unwilling to use two big strikers. So, 
the superbly skilled Gianfranco Zola 
and Alessandro Del Piero were 
inducted into the side. 

Del Piero has been dubbed as 
"Italy's answer to Ronaldo" all season 
by the press. Like he said the other 
day: "The fact is that there's been a 
race between me and Ronaldo all 
season for the title of' phenomenon'. 
What I meant was that inside our 
stadium, Ronaldo doesn't count for 
anything." So the duel between him 

Italian captain Paolo MaidiDi inaction 
ogainat Nigoria in USA 'M 


and Ronaldo is set to continue even 
during the World Cup. 

Del Piero is known for his flair and 
skill and can compensate for the lack 
of a great playmaker in the midfield, 
where Demitrio Albertini is no 
comparison to past heroes such as 
Giancarlo Antognoni and Gianni 
Rivera. 

World Cup racord: Thi]:teen previous 
Finals - 1934, 1938, 1950, 1954, 1962 
1966, 1970, 1974, 1978, 1982, 1986, 
1990,1994. Bottperformancos: 
Winners 1934,1938, 1982 


ENGLAND 


T hey have lost just twice in 
fourteen matches they have 
played ever sfnee Glenn Hoddle 
assumed charge. Those two losses 
were honourable ones, too, to Italy 
and Brazil, the World Cup finalists in 
1994. 

England are one of five or six 







s 



Ahm Shairar is om of ths main pillan in 
Ensiand's attack 

favourites to win the trophy, since 
they are in a very favourable Group G 
which has Romania, Colombia and 
Tunisia. The revelation of the '97 
Tnumoi in France, Paul Scholes and 
the good performances of Robbie 
Fowler has given England hope that 
there is more to the attack than Teddy 
Sherlngham and Alan Shearer. Sadly, 
Shearer, who is struggling to 
overcome a serious ankle injury, is 
still one of the main pillars for England. 

Hoddle has been inspiring the team 
to perform well. There are signs 
that Rio Ferdinand, the young 
sweeper from West Ham United could 
find himself in the squad. This might 
give more nip to England's attack. 

Other members are David Seaman, 
Tony Adams, Paul Ince, Paul 
Gascoigne and Shearer, with new 
talents such as David Beckham, Sol 
Campbell, Fowler and 
Michael Owen. 

If Shearer regains his fitness, 
England will have a team with no 
apparent weaknesses and several 
strengths. Of course, there is Brazil to 
fear. 

World Cup rocord: Nine previous 
Finals-1950,1954,1958, 1962,1966, 
1970, 1982, 1986, 1990. 

Boot porformonco; Winners 1966. 


NIGERIA 


W HAT a pity that the 1996 

Olympic champs Nigeria have 
been drawn in the "Group of Death." 
This is Group D which has Spain, 
Bulgaria and Paraguay. If any team 
can fulfil the prophecyajf Walter 
Winter-bottom, the former England 
manager, that an African nation could 
win the World Cup by the end of the 
century, it is Nigeria. They have the 
players, explosive pace, raw power 
and in depth experience of the 
European club game —but they also 
have POLITICS. 

The team is hampered by infighting 


and intrigues. Pobticians interfere 
constantly in the selection of the 
team. Despite French coach Phillipe 
Trousier leading the team to 
qualification for the World Cup, he 
was fired. Now Nigeria has hired 
Yugoslav Bora Milutinovic who was 
himself sacked by Mexico last 
November. To top all that, human 
rights campaigners have called for 
Nigeria's expulsion because of the 
policies of the military jump of 
General Sani Abacha. 


Nigeria's skill is not in question. 
They won the Olympic football title, 
by stunning Brazil in the final. They 
have a problem in their star player 
Nwankwo Kanu, who has just 
recovered from a career-threatening 
heart defea, that threatened his 
playing career. 

Other players of distinction include 
the muscular pair of Emmanuel 
Amunike and Daniel Amokachi in the 
attack. Then there are midfielders Jay 
Jay Okocha and Sunday Oliseh, 22. 
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The latter is so gifted that ihodefcnders 
have a nightmarish time to stop him 
moving forward. 

World Cup record: One Finals - 1994. 

Boot porformonco; Second round. 


W HEN you think about 
Colombia, there is one 
name that comes Immediately to 
mind. And that is of Carlos 
Valderrama. The veteran, at 36, and 
the captain, nicknamed the 'Peroxide 
Gullit', because of his flaming orange 
hair, still plays with that same old skill, 
the master of the defence-splitting 
pass. 

At the end of the World Cup 
qualifying tournament, he had 
earned 103 caps. He is the only player 
to have been voted as the South 
American Footballer Of The Year 


twice. 

But the surprising thing is that 16 
out of the 22-member squad have 
played in the '94 USA World Cup. 
They include Freddy Rincon, Wilmer 
Cabrera, Adolfo Valencia, Leonel 
Alvarez, Anthony de Avila etc. They 
are all over 30. So will they be able to 
stand up to the rigours of a one month 
tournament is the question that 
Colombians themselves are asking. 

Wilson Perez, the full-back, who 
played in all the qualifiers, was 
recently sentenced to 50 months in 
prison, convicted of drug trafficking. 

A recent court ruling prevented him 
from travelling to France. That has 
been a big blow to Colombia as he was 
a tough and efficient full-back. 

This IS a problem with Colombia as 
they have had a long connection with 
the Cali drug cartels. The murder of 
Andres Escobar in 1994 for scoring an 
own goal against the USA is still fresh 
m one's memory. But the good news 
is that the government has cracked 


down hard on the traflickers. 

Colombia have another asset in the 
shape of forward Faustina Asprilla. 
Nicknamed 'The Octopus' by his 
countrymen, he baffles his opponents 
with his stylish dribbling and body 
feints. He was the highest scorer for 
Colombia in the qualifying rounds 
and has a good understanding with 
Valderrama. As he aptly summed up: 
"All that we Colombians need to do is 
just give some space to the superstar 
(Valderrama) and he will do the rest." 


World Cup rocofd: Three previous 
Finals -1962,1990,1994. Boot 
porformaiico: Second round 1990. 


[HOLLAND 


OLLAND usually have a slow 
beginning. But this time, in the 
qualification series, they romped 

Holland's midHoldor More Ovormars (left) will 
ba of groat help to fonward Dennis Boripcainp 









home with six wins. They suffered just 
one defeat and that too, against 
Turkey. There is tremendous talent In 
the team. 

The first name that comes to mind is 
Dennis Bergkamp. He has been in 
good form for Arsenal this season. If 
he retains his form, then Holland 
should be able to make an impact at 
France '98. Along with him, there is 
midfielder Marc Overmars, also 
playing for Arsenal, on the wing. But 
perhaps the most enigmatic player on 
the team is striker Patrick Kluivert. He 
plays for AC Milan but has had his 
reputation tarnished by 
unsubstantiated accusations of rape. 
He has not shown the form that made 
him a teenage prodigy at Ajax. 

In defence, there is Frank De Boer. 
Frank's twin brother Ronald is a 
midfielder who can play almost 
anywhere. They also have Aron 
Winter who is In much-improved 


Romania's Gbaoraha Haii it boino cbassd by 
Colombia's Lsonal Ahraral in tha 19M odMon of 
Ibo World Cog. BMhirfthoffl will basaan in 
action in Fianea 

form this season at Intemazionale. 

But Holland has been their own 
worst enemies. Now, players of 
Surinamese origin like Seedorf and 
Patrick Kluivert complain of 
discrimination. This has aeated 
tensions in the team. The team needs a 
strong leader and the best man for the 
post would have been Dennis 
Bergkamp. But he says that he aoes 
not want to be involved. If they can be 
united, Holland has a good chance to 
make it to the semi finals, as they are 
in Group E with Belgium, South 
Korea and Mexico. 

World Cup rocord: Six previous Finals 
-1934,1938,1974,1978,1990,1994. 

Boot porfomuHico: Runners-up 1974, 
1978. 


ROMANIA 


U NTIL the final fixture of their 
qualifiers, Romania had not lost a 
match. Nine matches played, nine 
victories. No other European side had 
such a record on the road to France. 
What ruined it a little was the 1 -1 
draw against Ireland in Dublin. 

Anghel lordanescu, the Romania 
coach, was truly happy except when 
the draw for the World Cup was made 
He found that Romania was paired 
alongside England and Colombia in 
group G. 

lordanescu, 47, appointed in June 
1993 has been one of the 
longest-serving international coaches 
in Europe. But statistics can be 
deceptive. Overcoming Ireland, 
Lithuania, Macedonia, Iceland and 
Liechtenstein will mean little when 
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OidlOT Detchamps it a world data midfialdor who it likaly to ploy a vital roio for Franco 


you are playing England and 
Colombia. They can take heart from 
the fact that they almost made it to the 
1994 quarter-finals in the United 
States. 

Gheorghe Hagi, 32, still thrives in 
his role as the "Maradona of the 
Carpathians," Dorine! Munteanu 
with 58 caps is a fine midfielder and 
forward Adrian Hie is the great hope of 
Romanian football. Also likely to 
make an impact is Denis Serban and 
Catalin Munteanu, the talented 
youngsters of Steaua Bucharest. 

World Cup rocord: Six previous Finals 
-1930, 1934, 1938, 1970, 1990,1994. 

Boat porformanco: Quarter-finalist 
1994. 


FRANCE 


O NE of France's most famous 
newspaperl 'Eqmpe, 
prominently displayed a giant 
headline across its pages prior to the 
Finals: "In just a few months, we host 
the World Cup—^Wake up!" Yet the 
country sleeps on and its play has been 
far from impressive. 

However, the French challenge 
cannot be underestimated. They have 
a world class defender in Marcel 
Desailly and midfielders Didier 
Deschamps and Zinedine Zidane. In 
the forward line, they have Youn 
DJorkaeff who has played quite well 
for Inter Milan this season. In fact, 
France is one of the strongest teams m 
Europe and should do well in their 
group which contains South Africa, 
Denmark and Saudi Arabia. 

Their coach Aime Jacquet has had a 
remarkable run so far. France has only 
lost twice in 36 games, while they 
scored a good 70 goals and conceded 
only 19. 

In spite of the big names, the 
coach's biggest problem is upfront, 
where there were talks of recalling 
Jeah-Pierre Papin, the 33-year-old 
Bordeaux striker. But this would have 
been a step backwards at best. 

W^rld Cup racordrNine previous 
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Finals -1930,1934,1938, 1954, 1958, 
1966,1978,1982, 1986. 
BustpuifonnmcK Semi-finalists 1958 
(3rd) and 1986 (3rd). Qualified 
automatically 1998. 


SPAIN 


W ANNA have a bet? Spain will 
win the 1998 World Cup. 

Let's see what the bookies have to say. 
The odds arc 20-1. Pitted in a difficult 
group, Spain have remained 
unbeaten for more than three seasons 
including qualifying for the European 
Championship and the World Cup. 
For this, coach Javier Clemente 
should be given the credit. At Euro 
'96, Spain had the better of the 
exchanges against hosts England and 
yet they lost in a penalty shoot-out. 

Clemente is a man of complex 
character. He avoids players of flair, 
but the discipline and work ethic that 
he has espoused has completely 
transformed Spain. They are no 
longer a happy-go-lucky team that 


surrenders under pressure but have 
become a side that can challenge any 
European side. 

In Euro '96, their main drawback 
had been in the attack, where the lack 
of goals had an adverse effect on their 
intelligent build-up. The vital 
encounter against England at 
Wembley was testimony to this. 
However, Clemente has solved this 
problem by allowing Raul, the young 
Real Madrid forward, to play freely. 

It is no coincidence that Spain are 
ranked second in the world by FIFA, 
behind Brazil, and appear to be 
Europe's best bet to take the World 
Cup trophy away from South 
America. The only question marks has 
been their fragile 

temperament, which has undermined 
previous Spanish campaigns. 

Could there be a chance for a new 
name to be inscribed on the trophy for 
the first time since 1978? 

World Cup rocord: Nine finals -1934, 
1950,1962, 1966, 1978,1982,1986, 
1990,1994. 

Boot porformanco: Semi-finalist 1950 
(4th). 




ARGENTINA 



T wice world cup champions 
Argentina were among the 
Latin American nations who 
complained at the long qualifying 
tournament of 16 ties, lliat was 
because they had problems in forming 
a team from their many 
European-based internationals. But 
in the end, it was these stars who 
helped Argentina qualify for the 
World Cup. 

Argentina began shabbUy. At one 
time, it seemed that the team would 
flounder and miss the bus to France 
for their 12th appearance in the 
Finals. However, they rose to the 
occasion in the latter part of the 
tournament to win the group with 
five viaories in a row before drawing 
with Uruguay and Colombia at home 
in the final games. But by this time, 
they had already qualified. 

Coach Daniel Passarella hasn't yet 
convinced that he is the best person 
for the job. He seems to have a 
vendetta against Gabriel Batistuta. 

The Fiorentina forward has been a 
prolific scorer for club and country but 
he did not play for Argentina for nine 
months. Then, because of pressure 
from his Football Federation, 

Passarella was forced to bring him 
back. There is no doubt that Batistuta 
is going to shine for Argentina in the 
World Cup and he should make a 
good combination with the talented 
Heman Crespo. 

The n they have a good defence in 
players like Roberto Ayala, Nestor 
Sensini and Fernando Caceres. They 
also have Chamot, Heman Diaz and 
Javier I^anetti. 

They have outstanding midfielders 
in Juan Veron, Workj Cup veteran 
Diego Simeone and Ariel Orte^ (he 
played all 16 games in the qualifiers) 
and Marcelo Gallardo. 

Argentina's problems are in the 
front. They have outstanding 
individual {layers who can't seem to 
gel together as a ^am. They also find it 
difficult to score goals whqn they are 
representing the coqntry. They have I 





AifMiliaa will baak heavily aa WorM Cap 
vataraa Diafa Shaaaaa la mnea 

only scored 23 goals in the 16 
qualifying matdies. 


If they want to do well m Prance 
'98, they have to get their act together 
and that means, they have to learn to 
score mtHC goals. 
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T HB century's last and biggest 
World Cup is also Asia’s hour of 
reckoning. Traditionally, the 
weakest link In world soccer, Asia, for 
the first and only time in this 
millennium, will comprise one-eighth 
of the partiapatlng countries with 
Japan, Iran, South Korea and Saudi 
Arabia rubbing shoulders with the 
best in the business. 

It is a matter of conjecture how far 
they will go—only Saudi Arabia 
among them have won a match in the 
Finals—but then, in the greater 
scheme of things, it does not really 
matter. Being there is Just as 
important for a continent trying to 
stand up and be counted in the world 
of soccer. 

That the World Cup is serious 
business for them is evident from the 
fact that apart from South Korea, ail 


sMge for the quadreiuiial celebration 
that every World Cup is. From Tunis 
to TehVan and from Jamaica to 
Rio-de-Janeiro, it will be the people's 
business to follow the goings-on in 
France. 

Sixty-eight years ago, due to the 
pioneering efforts of a diplomat called 
Jules Rimet, it all got going with 13 
teams. That the number has more 
than doubled—^Brian Glanville, 
soccer's most revered writer, said "It 
suffers from a kind of elephantiasis" 
—to 32 is in itself the most fitting 
tribute to the world game that soccer is. 

The Asians' run-up to the World 
Cup can be a study in contrast. While 
South Korea and Saudi Arabia did not 
shed too much sweat to make the cut 
of 32, topping their respective groups 
and qualifying for the Finals, Japan 
and Iran's journey to France was not 


THE ASIAN 
CHALLENGE 

JAPAN, IRAN, SOUTH KOREA and SAUDI ARABIA ca 


other teams have changed coaches at I too dissimilar to the harried 
least once during and after the 
qualifying campaign. Iran, after the 
ouster pf Tomislav Ivic, have dumped 
three as have Saudi Arabia. 

The Cup means different things to 
different teams. Japan and South 
Korea will be looking to notch 
up their first win—the latter is 
still searching for one despite 
four previous appearances—to 
cement claims of being 
deserving hosts next time. 

For Iran, struggling to break 
the fetters of a cloistered 
society, the euphoria 
following the qualification is being 
interpreted by foreign affairs analysts 
as a lasting change in sync with the era 
new President Mohammed Khatami 
is keen on ushering. And their match 
against the USA on June 21, both are 
in the same group, is not only the best 
chance either has of a victory but has a 
lot of political significance for a nation 
brought up on a diet of 'Marg Bar 
Amrika' (Down with America). 

Saudi Arabia will, of course, try to 
go one up on their dream debut and be 
the second Asian team after Nfonh 
Korea to make the round of eight. 

It was In October 1994 that FIFA, at 
the promptings of its over 
two-decade-old-chlef Joao 
Havelange, decided to expand the 
34 


make their World Cup debut but Iraq 
snatched a late equaliser which gave 
arch-rivals South Korea 
a berth among the 
elite 24. The senpt, it seemed, was 
similar this time around too. After a 
great start, that saw them pump 10 
goals past Macau and whip 
Uzbekistan 6-3, Japan slumped to a 
1 -2 loss at home againsvSouth Korea 
and then were held 1 -1 by Uzbekistan. 

It led to coach Shu Kamo being 
sacked, reportedly because the Prime 



office-goers' desperate but successful 
lunge on to the footboard of the bus 
speeding away towards their 
workplace. 

Falling by the wayside, once again, 
were China who lost their way once 
Iran came back from a 0-2 deficit to 
whip them 4-2 at home before Qatar 
did likewise and beat them 3- i in 
Dalian. 

Japan's Road To 
France _ 

I N the Land of the Rising Sun, they 
call it the 'Great denial in Doha.' 
Four years ago, Japan looked Set to 


Minister felt Japan paid dearly against 
South Korea, after leading by a goal, 
for being too defensive. 

Takeshi Okada was given charge 
and he brought Verdy Kawasaki's 
Kitazawa Tsuyoshi to the midfield to 
give It more edge. Their campaign got 
a second wind when South Korea 
,were beaten 2-0 by Japan, the goals 
coming from 

•Hiroshi Nanami and Brazilian-turned 
Japanese Wagner Lopes' Second place 
in Group B was assured, Japan were 
six points adrift of South Korea's 19 
after completing engagements In the 
hve-team group, with a 5-1 thrashing 
of Uzbekistan. 

Passage to France was booked 
through a golden goal that is replayed 





hopes of millions of Asians, Will they be able to make an impact at France '98? 


time without number in that country Olympic bronze —two years later wiU rely more on speed and mobility 

Down 1 -2 vs Iran Japan drew level India led by Syed Nayeemuddm beat to keep them going Okada, whose 

forcing play Into ektra time Then them to the third place in the Asian squad blends a mixture of youth and 

Nakata Hidetoshi set off on a Games. expencnce, prefers the 4-4-2 system 

trademark run and shot from the top ft was German Dettmar Cramer with Motohiro Yamaguchi being the 

of the penalty box Just before two who first contributed to the uplift of pivot at the back of the midfield and 

Iranians were swooping Nippon football in the 60s. Japan won Hiroshi Nanami and Hidetoshi Nakata 

to conquer. Goalie the Asian Cup in Hiroshima in 1992 operating on the wings. The attack is 

Ahmadraza Abedzadek parried the under Dutch manager Marius Johan likely to be shouldered by 'King Kazu' 

shot but the rebound went only as far Ooft. One year and 2 5 amateur —Kazuioshi Miura. 

as Okano Masayuki who shot home. leagues later the glitzy J-League got Time has not blunted this over-30 

OnNovember 16,1997,124years going—making it the only Aslan footballer's goal-sconng skills. Miura, 

after English sailors introduced the competition where Gary Lineker, who has played for Santos (a number 

game there and 51 years after they Zico, Salvatore Schllacci have played of Japanese players are sent to 

first participated in the Olympics, and Dunga and Mazinho still play Brazilian clubs to pick up the ropes) 

Japan's prayers were answered in --^id Japan have not looked back. and Genoa before returning home to 

Johor Bharu, Malaysia. Before that Knowing they will not be able to inaugural J-League winners Verdy 

red letter day, Japan's biggest match the rest in stamina and Kawasaki, has scored 15 goals 

achievement was winning the 1968 endurance, Japan and South Korea including six versus Macau and fou r 
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against Uzbekistan m 13 qualifiers 
Skipper and a veteran of over 100 caps 
Masami Ihara is likely to be the 
defensive kingpin 
Being placed in a group that has 
Argentina, Jamaica and Croatia (apart 
from Argentina all are making their 
debut), Japan may fancy their chances 
of a second-round berth but any 
optimism over a match with the 
Reggae Boyz should be tempered by a 
recognition of Croatia's potency 


Iran's Sporting 
Revolution 


T hey came back from the dead and 
qualified on the rebound 
Iran will be in France not because they 
topped their group in the second 
round of the Asian qualifiers, nor by 
virtue of winmng either the Asian or 
the OceaitUiplay-offs but on the away 
goals rule They did not win their last 
SIX matches on the road to France but 


Iran's Syms Dlnarahammadl (Ml) is chasad by 
A C Roma's Halgiiora (riglit) durlM a friondly 
nurtch attha Olymiiie Stadiam in iwne 

(Insat)' Jalal Taladi is Iho now coach of Iran. 
Ho raolacad Groat Tomislav Ivic tbroo waoks 
boforotboWoridCap 


then it doesn't matter In a rare 
departure from precedent, Iran hired 
a Brazilian Valdtr Vierra to guide them 
to the Final Vierra didn't do wonders 
but he fostered a sense of team spirit 







which the previous coach Md Mayeli 
Khan failed to do so It 
was the growing squabble between 
Khan and the senior players that was 
responsible for Iran fnttering away a 
world record start to the qualifying 
campaign—whipping the Maldives 
17-0, Karim Baghen sconng seven 
'They continued in the same vem 
initially in the second round too, 
beatmg China 4-2, Qatar 3-0 and 
splitting points with Kuwait and 
South Korea after 1 -1 draws But after 
whipping China 4-1 in Tehran, Iran 
hit a low Vierra failed to turn things 
around, Iran losing 0-2 to Qatar but 
managed to finish second in Group A 
and set up a play-off with Japan. 

Having lost that they took on 
Australia, holding Terry Venables' 
Socceroos 1 -1 at home and looked to 
be on their way out when with 14 
minutes remamisg Iran were 0-2 
down in Melbourne. Biglieri and 
former Asian Player of the Year 
KhodadadAzizi had other ideas The 
duo ended Iran's 20-year wait with 
almost back-to-back strikes and 
Australia, who played the Final in 



1974 at Iran's expense, were knocked 
out 

Just when Iran was poised to take 
the big leap into world soccer In the 
early 80s, their league was banned 
because Ayatollah Khomeini felt it 
"was an addictive product of the 
West " They took a while to reassert 
themselves as an Asian superpower 
despite players hke Changeeze Khan, 
Farshad Pious and Sirous Ghiagran 
Nobody, however, remembered all 
that when men and women chanted 
in unison 'Irani Irani' and not the 
usual 'IslamI IslamI' to greet the team 
when It returned home 

In Baghen and All Daei, Iran have 
one medio and a forward who have 
between them scored 26 goals in a 
total of 52 Both play in the 
Bundesliga with Baghen, in 
particular, known for using the 
entire park and taking prompt 
long-rangers Two other key players 
are defenders Mohammed Khakpour, 
who has played m Turkey and 
Singapore but is now with Bahman 
club, and Azizi, who is with PC 
Cologne. Everyone else plays at 


Tha Iranian Wnrld Cup squad Thsir alar playar 
Karim Baglwri (axtrama Isft front row) was tha 
top acoror in tha qualifying round 

home, mostly with either Bahman or 
Pirouzi 

Being clubbed with the USA, 
Germany and Yugoslavia, Iran's 
prospects do not look very bright but 
no team can take them for granted 
even if they are up by a bracel 


South Korea's Jinx 


T hose in the know of things say 
every spare plot of land 
in both North and South Korea is 
taken up by goalposts Soccer, 
introduced by Bntish marines in 
1880, IS their passion and they partake 
in it with industry so typical of 
everything they do. It shows in their 
fourth successiveentry into the Finals 
—something even England haven't 
been able to manage—a fifth overall. 

A combination of a 14-year-old 


professional league and universities' 
encouragement have thrown up an 
array of talent, from the legendary 
Cha Bum-Kun and Choi Soon-Ho to 
young Ko Jong-So but it hasn't given 
them a Finals' victory yet 
Cha, who has had a decade's 
expenence in the Bundesliga, took 
over after a disastrous performance in 
the Asian Championships in 
1996 Their run-up to the Final has 
been smooth, bagging 19 points from 
eight matches with the only loss 
coming against Japan but it is the next 
step that has Cha worried 
Their best chance for a win is 
perhaps against Belgium Even 
Mexico is beatable, they think If that 
happens, they may even qualify for 
the second round behind Holland! 
Cha, who IS blending a mixture of 
young 1996 Olympic players and 
1994 veterans, does have quite an 
arsenal at his disposal. Hong 
Myung-Bo, a rare Asian who has been 
selected for a Rest of the World squad, 
IS a veteran of 93 caps and can anchor 
the defence Young Jong-Sois 19and 
the only thing that interests this 
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medio Is football. “Parties, girls and 
drinks can wait," he is reported to 
have said. A lot is expeaed of him and 
24-year*old forward Choi Young-So 
who, after a good showing in the 
World Youth Cup, is ready for the big 
league. Defender Lee Ki Hyung has a 
lot of attacking instincts while Ha 
Seok-Ju, a left-footed playmaker is 
likely to be a main cog in Cha's 3-5-2 
system. 

Desert Magic 


F our years ago, he scored what is 
the best goal in the 

history of the Finais, Getting the ball In 
his own half, he dribbled past almost 
the entire Belgian team to score. 

Saeed Oweiran has been known as the 
'Desen Maradona' since. Back in 
favour after being banned for 
un-Islamic behaviour, Oweiran will 
be one of the key men on whom coach 
Carlos Aibeno Pareira and Saudi 
Arabia will have to rely upon as they 
3B 


attempt to better a dream debut four 
years ago that saw them make the 
round of 16 with wins over Morocco 
and Belgium. 

Between 1930-74, Saudi Arabia did 
not try for a benh. From 1978 to '90 
they failed, It Is different now. 

Pareira is not new to the Saudis or 
the oil-rich states, nor is he to the 
World Cup. He was a physio when 
Brazil won in 1970 and coach when 
they won again in 1994. He is now in 
charge and great things are expected. 

Football being controlled by the 
sheikhs, coaches have been changed 
19 to a dozen. During this campaign, 
Portugese Eduard Vingeda was 
replaced by Otto Pfister, who in turn 
was supplanted by Pareira because the 
sheikhs wanted a big name and in 
keeping with the Gulf sutes' trend 
chose a Brazilian. 

The players, average age 24, have 
already been lavished with rewards 
for qualifying and more will follow for 
every subsequent achievement. 

The men to watch out for are strikeir 
Sami Al-Jaber, who often spells 


danger from behind like Croat Goran 
Vlaovic, defenders Abdullah 
Suleiman and Ai Khilawi, medios 
Khamis Owairan, Khalid Moussad 
who has well-honed attacking 
instincts and Al-Muwallid who 
operates on the left side of the midfield. 

Qualifying is just the means to an 
end for some. For most others, just 
being there is reason enough to break 
into a jig. For perennially 
underachieving pampered players 
with fat fees and fatter endorsements, 
the World Cup Final is an opportunity 
to show their true worth. For those 
denied a toe-hold in the big-time 
business that soccer now is, the 
month-long extravaganza is as good a 
time as any to get noticed. 

As far as the Asian quartet is 
concerned, it is more of the latter that 
will serve asmiotivation. Denied 
exposure to such high-voltage 
situations, these teams are likely to 
choke rather than revel in the 
pressure. 

The recent, rapid strides African 
soccer has made owes a lot to the 
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European discipline that helped their 
natural talents perforin to potential. 
The George Weahs and Nwankwo 
Kanus would have been lost had they 
not been recruited by the blue riband 
leagues in soccer's most lucrative 
continent. The nuclei of all African 
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sides this time will be formed by 
players who ply their trade in Europe 
Pit that against the fact that three 
Iranians are Asia's only Cup-bound 
Europe players and you will 
understand why while Okada thinks 
winning one match will be an 
achievement worth singing paeans 
about, Nigeria are aiming for a slot in 
the Final. 

Not for nothing does South Africa 
and Bolton Wanderers player Mark 
Fish says: "If I was a betting man, I 
would back Nigeria to get 
there...People underestimate how 
much African football has 
progressed..." 

Don't be too surprised if a country 
emerges out of Africa and on to the top 
of the world. But then sport thrives on 
surprises and one from Asia could well 
be in store. 

The bookmakers may rate them as 
rank outsiders but remember it took 
two penalties from Linekar to tame 
Cameroon's Indomitable Lions when 
everybody thought they would play a 
cgmeo-role in Italia 90. 
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MY LEFT FOOT! 


GOPAL SARKAR on the contradictions that make up the World Cup 
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and one pool of four countries were 
involved in the league with the 
winner of each pool playingiirthe 
knock-out semi-finals, resulting in a 
total of 18 matches. 

France met Mexico in the inaugural 
match on Sunday, July 13. Laurent 
struck the first goal on that afternoon 
at Montevideo. Argentina, 

Yugoslavia, Uruguay and the United 
States topped the pools unbeaten and 
progressed to the last four stage. 
Argentina beat the USA and Uruguay 
defeated Yugoslavia 
and the F inal was a replay of 
the 1928 Amsterdam Olympics 
title-clash. 

Two different balls were used in the 
Final, with Argentina earning the right 
to use their ball for the first half which 


URUGUAY 1930 

O NLY four teams from Europe 
made the long sea crossing to 
Uruguay as World Cup soccer got off 
to a modest start. Not a single 
European country had entered the 
fray barely two months before the 
kick-off. In fact, Sweden had aspired 
to play the host. But along with 
Holiand, Italy, Spain, Sweden, 
Austria, Czechoslokavia, Germany, 
Hungary and Switzerland, it declined 
cn block. England, Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland were not 
eligible as they all had withdrawn 
from FIFA in 1928 following a 
disagreement over payments to 
amateur players. When the South 
American; federations threatened to 
withdraw from FIFA, France and 
Belgium agreed to participate. This 
was thanks to pressure from Jules 
Rimet and R.W. Seeldrayers who 
were then the president and 
vice-president of FIFA respectively. 
Yugoslavia also entered the fray and 
so did Romania on instructions of 
their ruler King Carol, who even 
select ?d the team. 

So there was no quttUfying 
competition. And 13 teams competed. 
Three pools pf three countries each 
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they led by an odd goal in three, Carlos 
Peucelle and Guillermo Stabile scoring 
{or them. However, the Uruguayan 
ball used in the second half turned the 
match in their favour. Goals from 
Pedro Cea, Santos Iriarte and Hector 
Castro ensured that 50,000 franc Jules * 
Riraet Trophy belonged to the hosts. 

A national holiday was declared the 
following day in Uruguay, while 
repons of biased refereeing and brutal 
play provoked an angry mob in the 
Argentinian capital Buenos Aires to 
attack the Uruguyan Consulate. The 
police had to open fire to disperse the 
crowd. 

Final result; Uruguay beat 
Argentina 4-2. Winning captain; Jose 
Nasazzi. Winning manager; Odino 
Viera. Final referee; John Langenus of 


Belgium. Total attendance;4,34,500. 
Total goals;70. Highest goal-getter; 
Guillermo Stabile (Argentina) 8 from 
4 matches. 

ITALY: 1934 

T he spectre of Italian fascism 
overshadowed the second 
edition of the World Cup which was 
allotted to Italy by the 1932 FIFA 
Congress. Defending champions 
Uruguay complimented the European 
snub given to them In the first World 
Cup. Italy competing in the qualifying 
tournament to reduce the 32-team 
field into half was ridiculous. Needless 
to mention, the organising committee 
heaved a big sigh of relief when the 


hosts qualified for the tournament 
proper by beating Greece. 

Turkey and Chile withdrew 
without taking part in the qualifying 
rounds, while Mexico travelled all the 
way to Rome only to return home 
immediately after losing to the 
USA in the qualifier. 

Instead of the pool system followed 
in the first edition, the Finals were 
held on a knockout basis and the 
defeat in the first round for Argentina, 
Brazil and the USA meant that they 
had travelled halfway around the 
world to play a single match. The 
reason behind Argentina's 2-3 loss to 
Sweden in-the first round was due to 
not playing their full strength. The 
rich Italian clubs had absorbed most of 
the Argentinians who played in the 
'30 World Cup. 

Brazil went down 3 -1 to Spain in 
Genoa, and only the European 
countries moved into the last eight 
stage. Italy won the replay against 
Spain by a solitary goal after a 1 -1 
draw earlier. Austria downed 
Hungary 2 -1. Czechoslovakia won a 
(hriiier against a tough Switzerland 
team by an odd goal, and Germany 
defeated Sweden 2-1 in the other 
match. 

Austria started as favourites in the 
semis but Italy provided an upset 
result, winning by winger Guaita's 
lone goal. Czechoslovakia earned the 
other final slot beating Germany 3-1. 
The first-ever third-place match saw 
Germany beating Austria 3-2. 

In the Final at Rome, unfancied 
Czechs silenced the fiercely partisan 
crowd with a 70th minute goal from 
Puc. However, Raimondi Orsi 
equalised with a freak shot that curled 
into the net and took the match into 
extra-time. (Orsi attempted 20 times, 
without success and the opposing 
goalkeeper, to repeat that shot for the 
sake of journalists the following day). 
Eventually, the Fascist leader 
Mussolini got a major propaganda 
viaory when Schiavia shot a 97th 
minute goal for Italy who managed to 
stave off a stroitg Czech pressure. 

Final result; Italy beat 
Czechoslovakia 2-1 (extra-time). 
Winning captain Giampiero Combi. 
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Winning manager: Vittorio Pozzo. 
Final referee: Ivan Eklind of Sweden. 
Total attendance: 3,95,000. Total 
goals: 70. Highest goal-getter: Angelo 
Schiavio (Italy) and Oldrich Nejedly 
(Czechoslovakia) and Edmund Conen 
(Germany) 4 from 4 matches. 

FRANCE: 1938 

P LAYED against the backdrop of 
the Second World War clouds 
that had gathered throughout 
Europe, the third World Cup Finals 
saw Italy deservingly retaining the 
Cup with a 4-2 win over Hungary in 
the June 19 Final in Paris. And they 
held the trophy for the next 12 years 
as there was no competition due to 
war. Uruguay were absent once again. 
Spain was unable to compete due to 
Civil War. Argentina refused to take 
part in protest after their bid to play 
host was rejeaed. 

Hitler's Anschluss—the political 
union of Germany and Austria 
—enabled the former to draft the best 
Austrian players into their roster, 
while England refused FIFA's offer to 
replace Austria. So from the 
preliminary 36 entries after Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Dutch Guinea, El Salvador, 
Japan, Mexico, Spain and the 
USA withdrew without participating, 
the field for the final scries was 
reduced to 15, contesting in 18 
matches. 

Though Germany had 
strengthened their squad with 
Austrian players, a 1 -all draw against 
Switzerland in Paris shocked them, 
and the replay provided them a bigger 
jolt when Switzerland shrugged off a 
0-2 half time deficit to win 4-2. While 
Italy won their opener against 
Norway with centre forward Piola 
getting the match-winner, Brazil 
served notice of their splendid soccer 
pipping Poland 6-5. France downed 
Belgium 3-1, Czechoslovakia blanked 
Holland by three goals, Hungary made 
a mockery of the Dutch East Indies 6-0 
and the Cubans who substituted for 
Mexico, provided the shock result of 
the round winning the replay 2-1, 
alter an exciting 3-all draw against a 
gallant Romania. 
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It was a short lived joy for the 
Cubans, who got a 8-0 thrashing at 
the hands of Sweden in the second 
round. Hungary sidelined 
Switzerland through Szengeller's 
brace of goals, while Piola fashioned 
Italy's 3-1 win over the hosts. But 
Brazil's pitched battle with 
Czechoslovakia at Bordeaux passed 
into history as a notorious match. At 
the end of a I -all draw, only 17 players 
were on the field with two Brazilians 
and a Czech getting the marching 
orders. Besides, two Czechs were 
admitted to hospital with broken 
bones. In a sedate replay, Brazil 


fielded different players to beat 
Czechoslovakia, who changed six in 
their line-up. 

Brazil eventually had to settle for 
the third place with a 4-2 win against 
Sweden after losing their semi-finals 
to Italy when they rested star players 
Leonidas and Tim. Hungary rallied to 
beat Sweden 5 -1 in the other semis, 
with Svengeller getting a hat-trick. 

Final result: Italy beat Hungary 4-2. 
Winning captain; Guiseppe Meazza. 
Winning Manager: Vittorio Pozzo. 
Final referee: Georges Capdeville of 
France. Total attendance. 4,83,000 
Total goals: 84. Highest goal-getter: Da 
Silva Leonidas (Brazil) 8 from 4 
matches. 

BRAZIL 1950 

O N resumption after a gap of 12 
years due to the World War II, 
Brazil served as the perfect venue of 
the fourth edition, which had only 13 
teams in the final series contesting 22 
matches. There were 34 entries for the 
prelims while Austria, Belgium, 
Burma, India, Indonesia and 
Philiipines withdrew without 


participating. The Home Countries 
rejoined FIFA and England took part 
for the first time. Scotland refused to 
go to Brazil as runners-up in the 
British Home International 
Championship, the qualifying 
competition, which England had 
won. Argentina, at loggerheads with 
Brazil, skipped as they had done in 
1938, while Czechoslovakia, hit by 
the war, pulled out. So did France and 
Turkey after qualifying. Portugal 
refused to replace Scotland and the 
format was ludicrous with two groups 
of four countries, one of three and one 
of only two leading to a final pool of 
four teams. 

Brazil, playing five of their six 
matches in Rio de Janerio, qualified 
from pool I, beating Mexico and 
Yugoslavia and drawing with 
Switzerland. 

Spain topped pool II with an all-win 
record against the USA, Chile and 
England. Gaetjen's 37th minute strike 
for underdogs USA against the latter 
provided the biggest upset of this 
edition, as England with players such 
as Alf Ramsay in its ranks were tipped 
to win the title. 

Italy had lost their superb Torino 



team in the Superga air crash the 
previous year, and an understrength 
defending champions finished second 
to Sweden m pool III. 

Uruguay, who had only Bolivia in 
pool IV, humbled them 8-0 with 
Sciaffino striking four times. 

On July 16, at Rio's Maracana 
Stadium Brazil needed a draw against 
Uruguay in the final pool decider, 
often reffered to as the 'founh World 
Cup Final.' Brazil had the advantage of 
prevailing on a better goal difference 
with thumping wins of 7-1 over 
Sweden, and a 6-1 against Spain, 
while Uruguay had drawn 2-all with 
Spain and edged Sweden 3-2. But 
Uruguay went on to win the Cup for 
the second time in as many attempts 
with goals from Schiaffino and speedy 
winger Ghiggia clinching the issue for 
them. Interestingly, this was after the 
Rio state governor had declared Brazil 
as "peerless masters of the wbrld" in 
front of a record 1,99,850 ebullient 
crowd. 

Final result; Uruguay beat Brazil 
2-1. Winning Captain: ObdUlio 
Varela. Winning manager: Colonel 
Volpe. Decider referee: George Reader 
of England. Total attendance; 

13,37,000. Total goals 88. Highest 
goal-getter: Marques Ademir 
(Brazil)7 frdm 6 matches 

SWITZERLAND: 1954 

P OOR organisation marked the 
fifth edition which aiso saw some 
ugly incidents besides plenty of goals. 
Scotland, runners-up again in the 
British Home International 
Championship agreed to take part. 

The qualifying competition had 38 
entries and Chile withdrew without 
participating. The 16 teams for the 
final series engaged in 26 matches, 
each producing on an average 5.38 
goals, the highest goals per match in 
any Worid Cup Finals. 

Each of the 16 teams needed to play 
only two matches although they were 
grouped in four pools of four teams 
each. The top two in each group took 
part in a knockout competition. 

Brazil and Yugoslavia qualified 
from group L Uruguay and Austria 


from group ni. Hungary, who 
combined the Latin American rhythm 
with the European style of dour 
defence, blasted 17 goals in their first 
two matches— a 9-0 wm against South 
Korea and a 8- 3 win over West 
Germany—to top group II where 

West Germany finished second 
thrashing Turkey 7-2 in the play-off. 
England topped the last group while 
Switzerland finished second beating 
Italy 4-1 in the play off. 

The quarter-finals included the 
“Battle of Berne" involving Hungary 
and Brazii. The favourites survived a 
dreadful brawling clash that saw three 
players sent off and a dressing room 
free-for-all after the match. The 
brilliant Hunganan left striker Puskas, 
who was severely injured by a 
West German foul in the final 
round, watched his team score a 4-2 
win from the sidelines and later was 
accused of hitting the Brazilian centre 
half Pinheiro in the face with a bottle. 

The last eight stage also recorded 
the highest aggregate score in World 
Cup Finals—^Austria 7, Switzerland 5. 
And poor goaikeeping by Gil Merrick 
caused England's ouster as Uruguay 
won 4-2 to move into the semis while 
West Germany downed Yugoslavia 
2 - 0 . 

In a classic semi-finai Uruguay went 
down to Hungary 2-4 in extra time 
and the fancied Austria lost to West 
Germany 1 -6 thanks to their shaky 
custodian Walter Zeman. 

Having beaten West Germany 
earlier, Hungary were the best bet to 
bag the title and they did play Puskas, 
though he had not yet recovered from 
his injury. Puskas and Czibor put 
Hungary 2-0 up in the first eight 
minutes but goals from Morlock and 
Hulmut Rahn (two) upset the 
calculations of the Magical Magyars 
who were destined never to win the 
Cup. It was their first defeat in 33 
games, a triumphant spell that had 
lasted for four years. 

Final result: West Germany beat 
Hungary 3-2. Winning captain: Fritz 
Walter. Winning manager: Sepp 
Herberger. Final relcrec: Bill Ling of 
England. Total attendance: 9,43,000. 
Tota g«als: 140. Highest goal-getter: 
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Sandor Kocsis (Hungary) 11 from 5 
matches. 

SWEDEN: 1958 

T he balance of power shifted from 
Europe to South America with the 
emergence of a soccer genius called 
Pele in the sixth World Cup. Pele 
scored the 65th minute winner as 
Brazil scraped past Wales in the 
quarter-finals and then came up with 
a superb hat-trick in the second half to 
seal France's fate in the semi-finals. In 
the final at Stockholm on June 29, 
witnessed by 49,737 speaators, the 
hosts went ahead by a stunning fourth 
minute goal through Nils Liedholm, 
before Brazil answered with one of 
the most magnificent displays ever 
seen in a World Cup final. 

Winger Garrincha fashioned two 
first half goals for Vava. Ten minutes 
into the second half, Pele exhibited his 
breathtaking skill taking a high ball on 


his thigh in the thick of the penalty 
box and volleyed into the Swedish 
goal hooking the ball over his head 
and spinning round. Zagalo added a 
fourth goal in the 77th minute and 
though Simonsson pulled one back, 
Pele's superb header following a 
Zagalo centre made the final score 
read 5-2. Brazil thus had become the 
one and only team to win outside 
their own continent, from among 51 
entries. 

In faa, Turkey and Cyprus 
withdrew without participating and 
there were 16 teams in the finai series 
competing in 35 matches. All the four 
Home Countries—England, 

Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales 
qualified for the final series. While the 
first three did it on merit, Wales did it 
with a bit of luck. 

Uruguay refused to play Israel for a 

1974: Card Muiiar scorn tfio winning goal for 
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final place after being eliminated in 
the preliminary group. Wales, who 
had finished second to 
Czechoslovakia In Europe group 4, 


got this opportunity to play Israel 
which was the lone team left in the 
Afro-Asian group final following the 
withdrawal of all 
qualifiers—Indonesia, Egypt and 
Sudan. Wales blanked Israel by two 
goals, both at home and away ties, to 
make the Finals where former 
champions Italy, who were 
unexpeaedly eliminated by a gritty 
Northern Ireland was the other 
notable absentee. 

West Germany and Northern 
Ireland (beating Czechoslovakia in a 
play-off), France and Yugoslavia, 
Sweden and Wales (defeating 
Hungary in a play-off), Brazil and 
USSR (winning the play-off against 
England) entered the last eight as the 
top two from the four pools. Play-offs 
were used to decide the second place if 
there was a tie on points. The previous 
Cup finalists Hungary—^without 
Puskas, Kocsis and Czibor who had 
not returned to their country after a 
1956 revolt against the ruling 
power—were an ordinary side, while 
Argentina invited rubbish and rotten 
fruit on their return to Buenos Aires 
after losing shabbily to 
Czechoslovakia 1 -6. And Brazil gave 
the world the first taste of the Samba 
magic. 

Final result: Brazil beat Sweden 5-2. 
Winning captain: Hilderaldo Bellini. 
Winning manager: Vicente Feola. 

Final referee: Maurice Guige of 
France. Total attendance: 8,68,000. 
Total goals: 126. Highest goal-getter: 
Just Fontaine (France) 13 from 6 
matches. 


C HILE was devastated by a severe 
eanhquake in 1960 and their 
football association president Carlos 
Dittborn pleaded to FIFA, "we must 
have the World Cup because we have 
nothing else." Dittbom's 
determination made FIFA grant the 
seventh edition to Chile. 
Unfortunately, Dittborn died of a 
heart attack just before the kick-off 
and his two young sons raised the flags 
of Chile and Switzerland to signal the 
start of the opening match at Santiago 


after a minute's silence was observed. 

Austria, Canada and Indonesia 
withdrew without participating and 
of the 56 entries, 16 made it to the 
final series, England being the only 
Home Country. Scotland were 
unlucky to lose the play-off at 
Belgium to the eventual finalists 
Czechoslovakia. As in the previous 
edition, the format remained the 
same, except that the goal difference 
was used to determine the group 
qualifiers instead of the play-offs. 

Though it was remarkable on the 
part of Chile to host the final series, 
sadly it was more remembered for 
defensive and often violent play. The 
Chile-Italy match assumed great 
notoriety in the "Battle of Santiago" 
Leonel Sanchez, son of a pro boxer, 
broke Italian Umberto Maschio's nose 
with a flawless lefthook which went 
unnoticed by English referee Ken 
Aston and his two linesmen, 

Goldstein of the USA and Elcaz of 
Mexico, but was witnessed by millions 
on television. 

Unjustified criticism of Chile by two 
Italian journalists was the cause for 
creating bad blood and Italy's Ferrinl, 
sent off after kicking Landa, refused to 
leave the pitch until he was escorted 
off by the police eight minutes later. 
FIFA slapped a one-match ban on 
Ferrini and issued warnings to 
Sanchez and Mario David, who kicked 
Sanchez in the neck as they clashed 
for the ball. 

For the third consecutive Finals, 
West Germany met Yugoslavia in the 
quarter-finals and were shocked by 
Radkovic's 85th minute goal. Chile 
downed USSR and touchingly 
dedicated their win to the newborn 
son of the late Dittborn, whose wife 
had given birth on the morning of the 
match. Brazil tnumphed 3-1 over 
England and Czechoslovkia beat 
Hungary by a lone goal. 

Crowd figures were contrasting in 
the semi-finals with 76,594 watching 
Brazil defeat the hosts 4-2, and 5,890 
were witness to Czechoslovakia's 3-1 
drubbing of Yugoslavia. Garrincha 
scoring the first two goals for Brazil 
before kicking Rojas. to receive the 
marching orders and getting hit on the 
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CHILE: 1962 




head by a bottle as he was entering the 
dressing room. 

Brazil retained the title despite 
an injured Pele not playing the Final. 

Final result: Brazil beat 
Czechoslovakia 3-1. Winning captain: 
Ramos De Oliviera Mauro. Winning 
manager: Aymore Moreira. Final 
referee: Nikolai Latychev of the USSR. 
Total attendance:7,76,000. Total 
goals:89. Highest goal-getter; Drazen 
Jerkovic of Vugoslavia, 5 from 6 
matches. 
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ENGLAND: 1966 

O NE of the most controversial 
World Cup Finals, the eighth 
edition saw Geoff Hurst becoming the 
first to score a hat-trick in a title-clash. 
The hosts, the lone Home Country to 
take part, went on to win the Cup 
beating Germany 4-2. But the 


Germans claimed that Hurst's second 
goal never crossed the line after 
hitting the bar. Referee Georg Dienst 
of Switzerland and Russian linesman 
Bakhramov thought otherwise. 

The format remained the same as in 
Chile four years before and 
coincidentally the total number of 
goals scored was also the »me. While 
the preliminary rounds witnessed 70 
entries, surprisingly. North Korea 
representing Asia and Australasia 
beat Australia 6-1 and 3-1 at home 
and away respectively. South Korea, 
South Africa, Ghana, Guinea, Sudan, 
Cameroon, Tunisia, Algeria, Liberia, 
Morocco, Senegal, Ethiopia, Gabon, 
United Arab Republic, Libya and 
Nigeria all withdrew without taking 
part. 

England and Uruguay from group I, 
West Germany and Argentina from 
group n, Portugal and Hungary from 
group III, and USSR and North Korea 
from group IV made the 
quarter-finals, the surprise in the 
league being the ouster of holders 
Brazil from group HI. 

Against an unglamorous Bulgarian 
outfit, Brazil's game at Goodison Park 
with 5,000 Brazilian fans among the 
47,308 crowd, turned out to be 
violent. Brazil won that game 2-0 
with goals from Pele and Garrincha, 
but lost their first World Cup match 
since 1954 when they played 
Hungary next, going down 1-3 
without the injured Pele. Morals' 
vicious foul on Pele which reduced 
the genius to a limping passenger later 
on highlighted Portugal's 3-1 win 
over the defending champions. And 
Brazil returned home criticising 
European refereeing for allowing 
over-physical tactics on their stars. 

In group IV, North Korea provided 
the biggest jolt scoring through Pak 
Doo Ik to oust Italy, who rested seven 

players. Fans armed with rotten 
tomatoes greeted the Italians back 
home. An even bigger upset seemed 
likely when North Korea led Portugal 
3 -0 before succumbing to star player 
Eusebio's four-goal onslaught. 

England's quarter-final with 
Argentina revealed the sordid depths 
to which the latter had slumped while 



West Germany reached the final 
wiiming an unarmed battle against 
USSR, with Lev Yashin under the bar 
showing outstanding sportsmanship- 
And England also beat Portugal by an 
identical 2-1 margin in the other semis 
to set up an epic extra-time final. 

Final result: England beat West 
Germany 4-2. Winning captain: 

Bobby Moore Winning Manager: All 
Ramsey. Final referee: George Dienst 
of Switzerland. Total attendance: 

16,14,677. Total goals: 89. Highest 
goal-getter: Ferreira Eusebio 
(Ponugal) 9 from 6 matches. 


MEXICO: 1970 

A rgentina was expeaed to 
host the ninth edition. But a 
poor economy and their erratic 
support in the past to FIFA went 
against them. And Mexico held 
matches at high altitudes in the 
midday heat, which sometimes hit 
100 degree F, to suit a worldwide 
television coverage. 

Of the initial 71 entries, only 
England, as defending champions, 
qualified among the Home Countries 
while the other notable absentees 
were Argentina, Austria, France, 
Hungary and Yugoslavia. A qualifying 
match involving enemies Honduras 


and El Salvador provoked a war that 
cost 3,000 lives. The format for the 16 
teams in the Final series involving 32 
matches remained the same as the 
previous edition. But for the first time, 
substitutes were allowed. 

USSR, Mexico, Italy, Uruguay, 
Brazil, England, West Gi*rmany and 
Peru made it to the quarter-finals 
while the World Cup's most ridiculous 
refereeing error was witnessed during 
the Mexico-El Salvador tie. Egyptian 
referee Aly Kandil awarded a goal to 
Mexico, scored by Valdivia following a 
free kick which was supposed to have 


m2: OifloZontha Halim captain wHhtba 
iropliy aHar hahr daiaalad Waal Garmany 3-1 In 
tha Final 

been uken by an El Salvador player. 

Sweden needed two clear goals 
against Uruguay in order to make it to 
the last eight. But before the game 
began rumours spread of attempted 
bribery of the appointed referee De 
Moraes of Brazil, forcing his 
replacement. Uruguay played under 
protest thinking this to be a formal 
accusation of them, but won the 
match through Grahn's last-gasp goal. 

The Englishmen could not sleep on 
the eve of their group HI match against 
Brazil. Reason; some hostile and noisy 


Brazilian supporters honked their car 
horns while chanting 'Brazil' 
throughout the night driving around 
the Guadalajara Hilton Hotel. England 
lost 1 -0, a Tostao-Pele-Jairzinho 
move forcing them to play their 
quarter-finals against West Germany. 
England's finest goalkeeper Gordon 
Banks made one of the most 
memorable saves in this match when 
he dived and twisted to scoop a superb 
Pele header off a Jairzinho cross. 

The English hopes of retaining the 
Cup died when they squandered a 2-0 
lead over West Germany in the 
quarter-finals, losing 2-3 in extra 
time, Gordon Banks' absence on 
health grounds proving dear. 

Uruguay beat USSR, Italy overcame 
Mexico, and Brazil defeated Peru to 
make the semis. 

Italy had the last laugh in a great 
semi-final against West Germany who 
took the match into extra-time. But 
Brazil, a 3-1 winner over Uruguay in 
the other semis, over-ran Italy to 
achieve the first World Cup hat-trick, 
while Jairzinho established a record 
by scoring in every match. For their 
third win Brazil were presented with 
the Jules Rimet trophy for keeps. 

Sadly, it has since been stolen. 

Final result: Brazil beat Italy 4-1. 
Winning captain: Carlos Alberto. 
Winning manager: Mario Zagalo. 

Final referee: Rudi Glockner of East 
Germany. Total attendance: 

16,73,975. Total goals: 95. Highest 
goal-getter: Gerd Muller (West 
Germany) 10 from 6 matches. 

WEST GERMANY: 1974 

W EST GERMANY had won the 
1972 European 

Championship with Total Football, a 
hard-running and inter-changing 
brand of football. They were lucky to 
win the new FIFA World Cup trophy 
for the first time against Holland, the 
best team in the tournament, with this 
novel and exciting brand of soccer 
which did away the conventional 
notions of position play. 

The July 7 flnal between Europe's 
two best teams which attracted 



77,833 fans got off to a sensational 
start. From the kick-off the Dutch put 
together a string of 15 passes that 
ended with Cruyff being brought 
down in the penalty box by Hoeness. 
Neeskens fired the first-ever penalty 
in a Cup final, awarded by referee Jack 
Taylor, past a diving custodian Sepp 
Maier and the hosts were a goal down 
before any of their players had even 
touched the ball. The ball was on the 
penalty spot 25 minutes later when 
Jensen tripped Holzenbein and 
Breitncr made no mistake to level the 
score. Maier's fine work under the 

1966: Diego Maradona's crowning glory. WHh 
dia World Cup after defeating Watt Germany 
3-2 in the Final 


German goal ensured them the Cup 
after Gerd Muller made it 2-1 two 
minutes from half-time. 

There was a change in the format 
with the quarter-finals and 
semi-finals removed. Of the 95 
entries, 16 for the final series were 
divided into four groups of four each. 
The top two in each group moved two 
second round groups of 4 nations 
each. The winners of the two second 
round groups played for the Cup and 
the runners-up fought for the 
third-place. 

For the first time since rejoining 
FIFA after the second World War, 
England failed to qualify playing a 1 -1 
draw with Poland when they badly 



required a win. Scotland, making the 
finals for the first time since 1958, was 
the only Home Country among the 
top 16. After a goalless draw in 
Moscow, USSR refused to play a 
return match against Chile at 
Santiago, where a number of political 
prisoners had been evacuated 
following a military coup. Chile 
qualified as FIFA's handling of the 
situation left a lot to be desired. 

Australia fielded a team of 
immigrants under the Yugoslav 
manager Rale Rasic and became the 
first Oceanian country, Zaire the first 
Central African country and Haiti 
made their first appearance 
representing Central and North 
America In the Finals, for which there 
was extensive security against the 
backdrop of Israeli athletes massacred 
at the Munich Olympics two years 
earlier. Sanon's goal for Haiti ended 
Italian goalkeeper DinaZoff's 1,150 
minutes of international soccer's 
"trustworthy record". Italy, however, 
won 3-1. But a dope test on the 
Haitian centre-half Ernst Jean-Joseph 
the following day proved positive and 
he was barred from further 
participation. 'The Haitian officials 
dragged him out of the team's quarters, 
beat him up and held him in solitary 
confinement before flying him back to 
HaiU. 

Final result: West Germany beat 
HoUand 2-1. Winning captain: Franz 
Beckenbauer. Winning manager: 
Helmut Shoen. Final referee: Jack 
Taylor of England. Total attendance: 
17,74,022. Total goals: 97. Highest 
goal-getter: Grzegorz Lato (Poland) 7 
from 7 matches. 

ARGENTINA: 1978 

T he number of entries (103) 

crossed the three-figure mark fbr 
the first time despite Argenting getting 
to host the World Cup Finals at last 
amidst protests ffom most of the 
countries. Franz Beckenbauer and 
Johann Cruyff were among the 
several other leading players who 
refused to participate in a country 
where several thousand people had 





been either murdered and tortured or 
disappeared in the two years since 
diaator General Jorge Videia and his 
military Junta had seized power. 

The violent nature of Argentihlans 
was on display many times before 
and during the tournament. The 
leader of the new body called the Bnte 
Autarquico Mondial (EAM), set up to 
speed up the reconstruction work of 
the stadiums, was killed when he was 
about to attend the first press meet of 
EAM. Shortly before the tournament 
kicked off, a bomb killed a policeman 
at the Buenos Aires press centre. 

As In the previous edition the 
format remained the same and 
Scotland, the lone representative 
from Britain, went out on goal 
difference making way for Peru and 
Holland from group IV into the second 
round. Other qualifiers included Italy 
and Argentina, Poland and West 
Germany, Austria and Brazil from 
the first three groups. 

The second round groups, 
strangely, had European teams in 
group A and the three South 
American countries plus Poland in the 
other. The Dutch had no problem 
reaching the final having two wins 
from three matches while Argentina's 
qualification was shrouded in 
controversy. Having beaten Poland 
and having drawn with Brazil, the 
hosts were allowed to kick-off after 
Brazil had beaten Poland 1 -1 in the 
last matches. Thus they knew exactly 
what the target was for them in order 
to qualify for the final—a 4-0 margin 
against Peru. And they won 6-0 to 
play the final in front of a 77,260 
partisan aowd. 

A fierce clash on June 25 went into 
extra time with the regulation time 
icore reading 1-all, and Rensenbrink 
siasting a shot against the post in the 
ast minute. Argentina took control of 
;he proceedings when it mattered the 
nost. Goals from Kempes and Bertoni 
)a ved the way for ecstatic celebrations. 

Final result: Argentina beat Holland 
extra time). Winning captain: Daniel 
’assarella. Winning manager: Cesar 
..uls Menotti. Pinal referee: Sergio 
Jonella of Italy. Total attendan,ce: 
[6,10,215. Total goals: 102. Highest 


1990: Lofliar MaOiiMitt Md his woricaholic 
Germans siiccaadtd in winning Gw trophy 
aflar upsatGng Gw ArganGnians in Gw nnal 

goal-getter: Mario Kempes 
(Argentina) 6 from 7 matches. 

SPAIN: 1982 

G hana, Uganda, Lebanon and 
Iran withdrew while from 109 
entries reduced to 24 in the final series 
which necessitated 52 matches 
—eight teams and 14 matches more 
than the previous edition. Italy 
became the first European country to 
win the World Cup three times. Italy 
provided some of the best football in 
the tournament while topping Group 
C, Paolo Rossi's brilliant hat-trick 
sealing Brazil's fate in a 3-2 win, 
following an undistinguished 2-1 
victory over Argentina with 
Maradona kicked out of the game. 
Italy blanked Poland by two goals 
with Rossi scoring in each half to put 
his team in the final, where Cabrini 
became the first player to miss a 
penalty kick. In front of a 90,089 
CTOwd, Italy scored through Rossi 
(56th minute), Tardelli (68th) and 
Altobelli (80th) while West Germany, 
winners in the first-ever penalty 
shootout beating France 5-4 in the 
semi-finals, pulled one back through 
Breitner eight minutes before the 
close. 


The competition was divided into 
sbc first round groups of four countries 
with the top two entering four second 
round groups of three countries. Each 
second round group winner entered 
the knock-out semi-finals. Despite 
losing to Romania, Norway, 
Switzerland, England made it from 
the European group IV. Except Wales, 
who failed to beat Iceland at home, 
the Home countries were well 
represented. New Zealand travelled 
more than 50,000 miles to play the 15 
qualifying games and made it to the 
Finals for the first time. So did 
Honduras, Algeria and Cameroon 
while Holland was a notable absentee. 

Poland, Italy (from group I), West 
Germany, Austria (group II); 

Belgium, Argentina (group III), 
England, France (group IV), Northern 
Ireland, Spain (group V) and Brazil, 
USSR (group VI) entered the second 
round. Besides Italy, Poland (from 
group A), West Germany (group B), 
France (group D) qualified for the 
semi-finals, from the second round. 

Some of the highlights of the first 
two rounds: Argentina, with their 
new hope in Maradona, becoming 
only the second holders to lose their 
opening match to Belgium; Hungary 
chalking up a 11 -0 win over El 
Salvador—the highest Cup score to 
date; Algeria provided the biggest 
shock defeating West Germany 


SI 


through Madjer and Belloumi goals; 
England's Bryan Robson scoring the 
fastest goal in Cup history 27 seconds 
into their match against France; West 
Germany and Austria playing their 
last first round match knowing that a 
1 -0 win for the former would ensure 
both entering the second round at the 
expense of Algeria (the Germans won 
1 -0 amidst protests, demonstrations 
and allegations), and the Kuwait team's 
walkout in the middle of a defeat at 
the hands of France who scored a 
fourth goal after the Kuwaitis had 
stopped playing on hearing a whistle 
being blown in the crowd. 

Final result: Italy beat West 
Germany 3-1. Winning captain: Dino 
Zoff. Winning manager: Enzo 
Bearzot. Final referee: Arnaldo Cesar 
Coelho of Brazil. Total attendance: 
17,66,277. Total goals: 146. Highest 
goal-getter: Paolo Rossi (Italy) 6 from 
7 matches. 

MEXICO: 1986 

D iego maradona, 

technically and 

temperamentally a better player than 
four years ago, gave indications of 
better things to follow as Argentina 
started their campaign with a 3-1 win 
over South Korea. And he went on to 
dominate the 13th edition which is 
more remembered for his famous 
"Hand of God" goal though he did 
score four other legitimate goals 
—three of them brilliantly. 

England met Argentina for the first 
time since the Falklands War and the 
match provided evidence of the 
contrasting sides of Maradona. He 
scored first chasing a sliced back-pass 
by Steve Hodge and clearly fisting the 
ball into the net. "If there was a hand 
involved, it was the hand of God," 
Maradona said later, while such 
notorious refereeing decisions littered 
the tournament. However, 

Maradona's second goal showed him 
at the pinaccle of his talent as he tore 
the English defence apart to score. 
Maradona scored a brace again in the 
semi-finals against Belgium, S-4 
penalty shootout winners over Spain 
in the quarter-finals. 
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19M: Brazilian captain Dunga {with Ronaldo 
on bit loft) does a lap of honour after dofaating 
Italy on ponaltiat in tho Final 

When West Germany entered their 
second successive final by blanking 
France by two goals, the June 29 
title-clash was a classic between 
Europe and South America, watched 
by a crowd of 1,14,800. Goals from 
Luis Brown and Valdano appeared to 
have given Argentina a comfortable 
win, but the Germans staged a 
stupendous comeback scoring 
through Rummenigge and Voeller in 
the last 15 minutes. Extra-time was 
beckoning until the 85th minute 
when a Maradona pass put 
Burruchaga through to score and 
Argentina lifted the Cup for the 
second time. There was a 

change in the format with the top two 
from each of the six first round groups 
of four countries each, plus the four 
best third-placed teams progressing to 
the knockout second round followed 
by quarter-finals, semi-finals and 
final. And penalty shootouts after a 
stalemate in extra time and regulation 


period was introduced. Three of the 
four quarter-finals was decided by 
spot-kicks. 

Final result: Argentina beat West 
Germany 3-2. Winning captain: Diego 
Maradona. Winning manager: Carlos 
Bilardo. Final referee: Romualdo 
Arrpi Filho of Brazil. Total attendance: 
22,85,498. Total goals: 1.32 per match. 
Highest goal-getter: Gary Linekar 
(England) 6 from 5 matches. 


ITALY: 1990 

O F the 110 entries, Bahrain, 
India, Rwanda, Togo and 
Yemen withdrew without taking part 
in the qualifying competition, while 
West Germany won the first-ever 
repeat final with Brehme converting 
the penalty as Argentina displayed 
negative soccer to become unpopular. 
Italy became the second country to 
host the Finals twice and there was no 
change in the format. England, 
Scotland, Republic of Ireland 
(coached by the 1966 English star Jack 



Charlton) represented the Home 
Countries, Cameroon and Egypt 
represented Africa (the latter doing so 
after a gap of 56 years) while the 
South American qualifying rounds 
were hit by controversy. 

Brazil, en route to maintaining their 
cent per cent attendance in the Cup 
Finals, were involved in an abandoned 
match with Chile. A crowd of 
1,41,072 gathered at Rio on 
September 3, 1989 when a flare 
thrown on to the pitch by a spectator 
disrupted the match. Brazil were 
ahead by two goals then, and the Chile 
custodian's actions as he crashed to 
the ground claiming to have been 
blinded by the explosion resulted in 
the match getting abandoned. 
Investigations through television 
replays revealed that Roberto Rojas 
did it in an attempt to get Brazil 
disqualified. FIFA rightly banned 
Chile from international competition, 
Rojas was given a life ban and Brazil 
were awarded the tie. 

The inaugural tie produced one of 
the all-time upset results when the 
indomitable lions Cameroon scored a 
1 -0 win over holders Argentina with 
Francois Biyick recording an 
unexpected header after a goalless 
first half. Cameroon proved that their 
earlier win was no fluke by defeating 
Romania to top the group. Their hero 
was the 38-year-old Roger Milla, who 
struck a brace against Colombia, to 
make Cameroon the first-ever African 
nation to reach the quarter-finals of 
the World Cup finals. 

In the second round, Skuhravy 
notched up a hat-trick in the Czech's 
4-1 win over Costa Rica, Brazil lost to 
Caniggia's solitary goal for Argentina, 
West Germany beat Holland by an odd 
goal in three with Klinsmann and 
Brelime finding the mark, but not 
before Holland's Rijkaard spat on rival 
Voeller's face with both getting the 
marching orders. 

Schillaci scored the winner as Italy 
overcame the Republic of Ireland's 
challenge to enter the semi-finals, 
Argentina won 3-2 on penalties 
against Yugoslavia. West Germany 
progressed through skipper 
Matthaus' penalty conversion, and 


England were lucky to score a 3-2 win 
over a lively Cameroon. Argentina 
won on spot kicks against Italy, and 
West Germany also won in a similar 
fashion to enter the final though 
England dominated the proceedings. 

Final result: West Germany beat 
Argentina 1 -0. Winning Captain: 
LotharMatthaeus. Winning manager: 
Franz Beckenbauer. Final referee: 
Edgardo Codesal Mendez of Mexico. 
Total attendance; 25,12,900. Total 
goals: 115. Highest goal-getter: 
Salvatore Schillaci 6 from 7 matches. 

USA 1994 

S OCCER in America —^where 
basketball, baseball and 
American-style football are more 
popular—never had a widespread 
appeal. Morocco was USA's biggest 
rival bidder and an African nation is 
yet to organise a World Cup finals 
since its inception. But the USA got 
the nod to stage the final series. Prior 
to that a new record of 144 countries 
took part in the qualifying stage. 
Yugoslavia, where civil war raged 
with Bosnia, did not take part while 
South Africa was back in the FIFA fold 
after a long time. 

Among those who missed the 
'Finals bus' to USA were England, 
European champions two years back, 
Denmark, Portugal, Poland, and 
France, who were knocked out by a 
Bulgarian goal. Over a month of 
scorching heat, the World Cup was 
played in front of a record number of 
spectators. 

A win was worth three points in the 
first round. USA and Saudi Arabia 
sprang a few surprises while entering 
the last 16. Saudi Arabia, who each 
received $25,000 and a Mercedes car 
for reaching the Finals, made the 
grade with Saed Shabah scoring the 
best goal of the tournament. Russia 
and Cameroon failed to make the 
grade, despite Oleg Salenko scoring a 
record five goals against Cameroon for 
the former, and Milla becoming the 
tournament's oldest goalscorer, at 42 
years 1 month and 8 days 
With hardly 90 seconds 


remaining and 10 men on the field a 
skilful Roberto Baggio did the Houdini 
trick for Italy as he levelled the scores 
1 -all with Nigeria. And Italy sliced into 
the pre-quarterfinals. 

Argentina's Diego Maradona scored 
an outstanding goal against Greece 
before failing a dope test and got 
thrown out just before he was set to 
establish a World Cup appearance 
record of 22 matches. While 
Colombia's Andres Escobar also 
grabbed the early headliners, scoring a 
self goal against the USA. He was later 
shot dead back home as the defeat cost 
the country's drugs and betting 
syndicates a fortune. 

It was seven teams from Europe and 
Brazil in the quarter-finals. Italy went 
on to beat Spain to enter the 
semi-finals, and Bulgaria to make it to 
the final, both by an identical 2-1 
scoreline, thanks to Baggio's brilliant 
show. In faa, Bulgaria had astonished 
everyone by ousting the defending 
champions Germany. The other 
semi-hnai between Brazil and the 
Netherlands proved to be the match of 
the tournament, Brazil eventually 
winning 3-2 after leading 2-0 at the 
break. Bebeto, Mazinho and Romario 
pretending to rock Beneto's newborn 
son Mattheus, born a few days earlier, 
was an unforgettable sight in this 
match. 

Thrice champions both Brazil and 
Italy thus clashed for the title and the 
final turned out to be a dull and 
disappointing affair. For the first time 
in World Cup history, it all came dovm 
to penalties. Interestingly, Italy's 
saviour in earlier matches, Baggio 
became the culprit as his penalty flew 
high into the sky, and Brazil bagged 
the coveted title for the fourth time, a 
triumph they dedicated to Formula 
One driver Ayrton Senna, who was 
killed at Imola, Italy, earlier in 1994. 

Final result! Brazil beat Italy 3-2 (on 
penalties). Winning captain: Dunga. 
Winning manager: Carlos Alberto 
Ferreira. Final referee: Sandor Puhl 
(Hungary). Total attendance: 

3,567,415. Total goals; 141. Highest 
goal-getters: Oleg Salenko (Russia) 
and Hristo Stoichkov (Bulgaria), 6 
each. 
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T his Colombian is the most 
deceptive of players When he is 
not near the ball, he looks like a guy 
who has no idea what the game is all 
about He walks around, with his 
hands on his hips, his back bent as if he 
has a severe spinal problem But as 
soon as the ball is passed to him he 
springs to life and then he dazzles with 
his dribbling and has an unerring 
instinct that leads him straight to goal 

In the France 98 qualifiers he led 
the goal scorer s list for Colombia with 
seven goals in 12 matches He is a 
veteran having played the last World 
Cup in the USA But he has 
temperamental problems both on 
and off the field He has been 
suspended from the national team 
quite a few times 
Asprilla started his career with 
Nacional and he helped them win the 
Colombian Championship 
Ambitious he deaded to try his luck 
in Europe It was a right move He 
joined Parma and helped his team win 


Faustina Asprilla. Colombia's docsptivs 
mainstay 








‘ tv 





: ",v .t ' 

,1 ■‘iV 






''"f UvVC-: 

.., ; ■''' 

Welcome to the taste of success. 




the Italian Cup, the UEFA Cup and the 
European Cup Winners' Cup. At 
present, on a fee of 7.5 million 
pounds, he has moved from Parma to 
Newcastle United, to partner Alan 
Shearer in the attack. He confirmed 
his potential when he scored a 
hat-trick for them in the European 
Champions League. 

In France '98, he will have to have a 
fruitful partnership with 
Valderamma, if Colombia hopes to 
move to the second round. 
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DENNIS BERGKAMP 


B ERGKAMP joined Ajax'sjunior 
programme at the age of 12. He 
showed a natural talent immediately. 
In 1986, at age 16, technical director 
Johan Cruyff selected him to play for 
the senior team. Ajax won the 
European Cup Winners' Cup that year. 

He made his international de^ut in 
1990 and has played a key role in 
Holland's performance at international 
competitions. His goals against 
England at home and away matches 
enabled Holland to qualify for USA 
'94. Again, for qualification for France 
'98, he scored a hat-trick against 
Wales. So far, he has scored 33 goals 
for Holland, two short of the all-time 
record held by Faas Wilkes. 

At club level, his performances 
have been impressive. He was the 
joint top scorer along with Romario 


Dannit Bargkamp: Holland'* MrOopondoble 


' V'. 







(who was then playing for PSV 
Eindhoven) in the Dutch League m 
1991 After Romano left for 
Barcelona he was the League's top 
scorer and the Player Of The Year for 
the next two seasons 
From Ajax, he moved to Inter Milan 
and helped them win the UEFA Cup 
Today, he plays for Arsenal in the 
English League Injuries have 
hampered his performances but when 
he is injury-free he is a delight to 
watch In France '98, if Bergkamp 
performs to his potential there is 
every chance that Holland will 
progress very far 

ALAN SHEARER 


W AL K upto any manager and ask 
him 'If you could buy any 
player m the world who would it be^ 
You will be surprised to discover that 
nine out of ten managers will say 'Alan 
Shearer within ten seconds 
Looking back, it seems unbelievable 
that people doubted his talents or 
ever dared to question the idea that he 
was world class 


inside or outside the area and from 
free-kicks This year, he's developed 
another skill he can make a few goals 
too by hitting a few wicked crosses 

from the wing 

Apart from his technique and 
vision, his other main asset is his 
physical strength Once he's on the 
ball, he's very hard to dispossess More 
often than not, the only way the 
defence gets the ball back is either by 
picking it out of the net or blocking the 
shot 

Technically gifted, a ruthless 
finisher, and a fiercely determined 
competitor, he has all the gifts to make 
an impact at France '98 


JURGEN KLINSMANN 


L ike Kyhe Mmogue, Michael 
Jackson and Madonna, Jurgen 
Klinsmann has mastered the art of 
reinvention But unlike the 
aforementioned hejust keeps on 
getting better and better, at least in the 
eyes of everyone save Bayern Munich 
coach Giovanni Trapattoni, who 
committed the ultimate sacrilege by 
recently dropping him from the 
Bayern side 

Klinsmann himself says there is 



Gabrial Batiatiita. Argantina'a goal scoring 
machino 

in the semi-final) underlined the 
calibre of the striker with the 


Shearer, of course, is not of the 
genius level He doesn t have the 
sudden deceptive change of pace 
which so often took Gary Lineker past 
the last line of defence But he can 
score with either foot (though he still 
prefers his right) with his head from 


very little about him which hasn't 
been said but we can add a little more 
here His superb brace of goals against 
the Russians in Euro'96 and the 
hyperbole that surrounded his injury 
(which deprived him of a starting role 
against his adopted country (England) 


charactenstic high-kicking stride, 
balletic posture, complete repertoire 
of skills and an almost insatiable desire 
for self-improvement 
When he eventually hangs up those 
well-travelled boots, he'll be missed 
For sure 




RONALDO 

Y ou can't open a newspaper in 
Spain these days without seeing 
a picture of a young Brazilian 
footballer with braces on his teeth. 
You can't switch on a radio without 
hearing his name. And sometimes, 
watching him play, you can't even 
believe what you are seeing; that he is 
one of the most gifted 20-year-olds 
ever to call himself a footballer. 

Ronaldo Luis Nazario de Lima is 
already being spoken about in the 
same breath as illustrious 
predecessors like Johan Cruyff, Diego 
Maradona and Gary Lineker. 

Strong, athletic, graceful and direct, 
Ronaldo has almost too much skill to 
be mortal. 'He's a world-class player 
who just happens to be 20 years old,' 
says his former manager Bobby 
Robson. 'He's unstoppable in the box, 
it doesn't matter how tightly 
defenders mark him, he'll find a way 
past and his finishing is top-class. But 
he can also drop back and play a 
40-yard pass into space, and there 
aren't many strikers who can do that.' 
And this praise is from a master of the 
art of the under-statement. 

Brazil have yet to benefit from his 
skiiis at any World Cup. At 17, 
Ronaldo was included as a 
non-playing member of his country's 
USA 94 squad, and was then in the 
side which reached the Olympic 
semi-finals in Atlanta. In France '98, 
the striker Pele has called a 'golden 
player' should take centre stage. 



Marcalo Salm: Chita dapand a lat aa him ta 
dalivartba gaada 

Watch him carefully. He'll take your 
breath away. 

GABRiEL BATISTUTA 

R ECONQUISTA, province of 

Santa Fe, Argentina is a peaceful 
village, where everyone knows each 
other, where you can sleep with your 
doors and windows open. Kids go 
with their dads every Saturday at 
dawn to the village market to sell the 
family chickens. 

"But," recollerted Batistuta, "I 


could never twist their necks. That 
was too much for me. I let the others 
do it while I closed my eyes." This 
sensitive young man Batistuta, who 
was nicknamed the archangel Gabriel 
then becomes a demon as soon as he 
gets hold of a ball. 

He grew up playing on the street, till 
late in the evening. His hero was 
Mario Kempes, the star of Argentina's 
1978 triumph whose poster decorates 
Batistuta’s room. 

"I was nine," he recalled, "The 
World Cup was my first ever. It really 
opened my eyes to football. But not to 
the idea of making a career out of it. 
For me, it was more of a recreation 
among friends. I didn't imagine 
making it my profession. Rather I saw 
myself becoming a doctor." 

The talent of this young long-haired 
striker nevertheless atiracted.the 
attention of scouts of Argentina's 
'Newell Old Boys,' who immediately 
offered him a contract. He replied that 
he would give it a try. He was just 18. 

Some months later, Batistuta made 
his debut in the semi final of the Cup, 
the most prestigious Inter-club game 
in South America. But competition 
for places at Newell was tough and he 
found it hard to make his mark. He 
signed up for River Plate at the end of 
the season. 

"It was difficult being with Newell 
because I was always supporting Boca 
Junior," he said, "it was like I was 
selling my soul. But 1 had no choice. 
Boca and River are the two greatest 
teams in the country. I was offered the 
chance to play with one of them and I 








didn't pass it up." 

All went well for six months, then 
the coach, Mario was sacked and 
replaced by Daniel Passarella. 
"Batistuta? He has two left feet and 
only an undefined technique," he 
said. Passarella thought Batistuta was 
chubby and comical and nicknamed 
him 'El Gordo' (the fat one). Batistuta 
was sidelined. "It was the blackest 
episode in my career," he remembers 
bitterly. 

But Boca Juniors, the club of his 
dreams, threw him a lifeline and in his 
first season there he crossed paths 
with Passarella's River four times, beat 
them four times and totted up four 
goals. Such sweet revenge gave 
Batistuta a new lease of life. El Gordo' 
became El Camion' (the truck). 

Boca won the Legue 
Championship. Batistuta came to the 
attention of Florentina after a dazzling 
display in the 1991 American Cup 
which Argentina won, Batistuta 
scoring six. 

"I felt like I was in a dream world," 
he says of the Florentina move. 
"Everything was happening so 
quickly it was fantastic!" The Italian 
club's representatives, who had come 
to pick up Diego Latorre, left with 
Batistuta. To play in Europe, and 
especially in Italy, in the world's most 
prestigious and demanding 
championship, is the ambition of 
every Argentinean youth who is 



launched into professional football. 
At 22, Gabriel Omar Batistuta had 
made it. 

However his first months in 
Florence were difficult. In summer 
1991, Ignored by Florentina's 
Brazilian coach, Lazaroni, he again 
found it difficult to get in the side. But 
he still maintained his professional. 
approach; he was always first on the 
training field, never late, never 
uttering a wrong word or making a 
wrong move, and eventually, 
Lazaroni's successor, Radlee, 
launched him to success. In the 
following match, he scored a superb 
goal against Juventus.two more 



Jurgm Klln*n»nn naim to bo improvim wi 
•go, and Qonnany will dopond on nim a lot ii 
Franco 

against Genoa, then three againt 
Foggia. 'El Camion' became 'Batigol 
(as in 'Batistuta's goal'). 

Florence adored him and Batistuh 
repaid them well. He chose to remait 
at the club even when they dropped 
Division Two in 1994 ('A contract is 
promise: you keep jt'). To date, he hi 
scored more than 150 goals and was 
top scorer in the League in 1995 wit! 
32. 

His faith in Florentina has also bee 
repaid: they won the Cup and the 
Italian Super Cup last season. "Toda- 





have two major ambitions: to win the 
Championship with Florentina and 
also the 1998 World Cup with 
Argentina," says Batistua. 

He was disappointed with 
Argentina's showing at USA 94: "It 
was my biggest regret because we had 
the best team. We deserved to win the 
final," he said. Batistuta and 
Passarella have now settled their 
differences and he dreams of glory at 
France '98. "This is the last World Cup 
of the century and the last for me. 
That's why it has a special place in my 
thoughts." he stated. 

And afterwards? He wants to return 
to the 8000-hectare ranch he bought 
with his father. "My contrart with 
Floientina comes to an end in June 
2000. Then I'll be 31 and it will be time 
to say goodbye to football," he said 
and added, "There's more to my life 
than just football. Even if this sport 
has given me the greatest joy, I can't 
see myself staying on the field all my 
life." 

DEJAN STANKOVIC 

J UST nineteen years old, this 
baby-faced, lithe, lean and lanky 
striker from Yugoslavia, is considered 
the new sensation in European 
football. This talented Yugoslav 
striker, in his first full season for Red 
Star Belgrade, has created waves by 
scoring some sensational goals. 

Such is the impression that 
Stankovic has created that Lazio of 
Rome have already secured his 


signature for the next season for a 
whopping eight million pounds. This 
is a lot of money for a teenager. But 
Stankbvic is no ordinary teenager. 

He scored twice on his international 
debut against South Korea last 
month. Impressed by his speed, 
control, majestic long range shots and 
overall poise and temperament, 
agents of several Spanish clubs, 
Glasgow Rangers and Roma of Italy 
tried to purchase Stankovic for the 
next season. However Lazio's owner 
Sergio Cragnotti, realising the 
competition, made a stupendous offer 
for the young teenage sensation. 

Bom in Belgrade on Sept. 17, 1978, 
Stankovic started playing for Red Star 
Belgrade in 1995. He was just 
seventeen years old then but still 
managed to win a Yugoslav league 
title. With Red Star he has won the 
Yugoslav Cup ffom 1995-97. 

Siankovic's transfer is a world 
record fee for a teenager. However the 
Lazio officials have no regrets, as they 
feel Stankovic is a speaal talent "who 
can score and create as well." 

In the World Cup, the Yugoslav 
coach Slobodan Saiitrac has an 
abundance of talented forwards. 
Stankovic will struggle to replace 
free-scoring forwards Pegrag 
Mijatovic of Real Madrid, or Dejan 
Savicevic of A.C. Milan or Savo 
Milosevic of Aston Villa. Coach 
Santrac intends to use Stankovic 
sparingly. But this talented Yugoslav 
teenager has the temperament and 
skills to create a favourable impaa 
whenever he is used. 


MARCELO SALAS 


T his talented striker from Chile 
has silky skills and moves with 
feline grace. He is a prolific striker, 
scoring 10 goals In 13 games in the 
South American World Cup 
qualifiers. Just 23 years old, he has 
already scored 150 first class goals. 

The danger man in Chile's attack is 
nicknamed "Matador" for his killing 
instina in front of the goal. 

His career started with Temuco in 
Chile in 1992. He was soon snapped 
up by River Plate of Argentina. Salas 
excelled in Chile's first ever win over 
England at Wembley in Feb '98, 
scoring both the goals. He excels in the 
goalmouth with his close control, 
mazy dribbling and deft finishing. For 
Chile, he combines effeaively with 
the highly talented Ivan Zamorano to 
form a formidable attack. Chile's 
double-pronged attack can trouble . 
the best in the world and the fans have 
nicknamed it, "the feared Za-Sa 
partnership." 

Salas's style is similar to that of his 
idol Romario or Jimmy Greaves, 
hovering near the goalmouth but 
quicksilver in the box, always spotting 
an opening and having the ability to 
glide into space. His shielding and 
turning in the box are world class. 
Salas is eagerly sought after by 
European clubs and is likely to join an 
Italian club, either Lazio or Roma after 
the World Cup. 




errs & pieces 


Contribution Of Volunteers 

/ / IVTO Organising Committee 
JLN whether it be for the World 
Cup or the Olympic Games,can do 
without the help of volunteers They 
are absolutely essential said Michel 
Platini, the Co-President of the 1998 
French Organising Committee for the 


FIFA World Cup 
A general rallying round has, in 
fact, become a tradition when it comes 
to organising major events, recent 
examples in France being the 
bicentenary celebrations for the 

Michal Platini, Co-Pmklant of Franeo ‘tt 
Organisliifi Conmitiaa taid: "Volantaora ara 
abaolutoiy ossontiar 



French Revolution in 1989, the 1992 
Winter Olympics in Albertville, and 
more recently in 1997 the World 
Youth Days 

Outside France, thousands of 
volunteers have likewise answered 
the call for help for such large-scale 
events as the 1988 Calgary Winter 
Olympics, the Barcelona Olympics in 
1992, the World Cup USA 1994 and 
the 1996 Olympics at Atlanta 
France '98 is no exception to the 
rule 12 000 volunteers are involved 
m organising this World Cup Final, 
the largest volunteer programme ever 
undertaken 

* 12,000 volunteers selected from the 
22 000 candidates who had applied 
*25% are women 

* 32 is the overall average age (35 
for the men 27 for the women) 

* 41 % are professionally active 

* 40% are students 

* 9% retired 

* 71 % have at least the Baccalaureat 
(exam taken at 18 in French schools) 
among their qualifications 

* 36% come from the footballing 
community (clubs, district leagues 
etc) 

* 160 different jobs are carried out by 
the volunteers 

* 38% of them are working in Security 

* 16% with the Media 

* 15% in reception faalities 

* 250 000 training hours were earned 
out by 2,000 training staff who are 
overseeing 90 different training 
modules 

Every Dog Has His Day 

F our months before the 1966 
World Cup Finals in England, the 
World Cup Itself (the gold Jules Rimet 
Trophy) was stolen while on 
exhibition in London 
One week later, a dog named 
Pic/c/esdiscoveredtheCup wrapped 
in a copy of the' The News of the 
World' in hts owner's front garden. 



P/cWes became a national hero 
overnight 


World Cup Melt Down 

T he original Jules Rimet World 
Cup trophy vanished a second 
lime on December 19, 1983, this time 
from the Brazilian Confederation 
Office Brazil had been given the Jules 
Rimet Cup permanently after winning 
the World Cup competition for the 
third time in 1970 
Subsequent to the robbery, two 
men were arrested Unfortunately, 
the trophy was never seen again The 
thieves had mel ted down the prize 
cup for Its 30,000 pounds value in gold 

A Whistle Away From 
Losing 

D uring the 1982 worldCupin 
Spain, Kuwait was playing m a 
group match when someone in the 
stands blew a whistle Assuming that 
the sound had come from the referee, 
the Kuwait team stopped playing 
Their opponents, however, ignored 
the whistle and scored a goal 
Naturally, this resulted in great 
turmoil both on and off the field 
Suddenly, a rich and influential sheikh 
emerged from the crowd, threatening 
to call off the whole tournament if the 
referee did not reverse the goal The 
referee did as he was told! 

rhe Magic's Gone 

J UAN OSCO did his utmost to see 
Peru's national team happier in 
thisyear’s World Cup He rounded up 
a team of top Peruvian witch doctors 
to hold rituals which included the 
nabbing and kicking of miniature dolls 
resembling top Colombian players He 
also tied up the goalkeeper's hands 
and called on spirits to make players to 
lose energy or become sleepy on the 
aitch 

It nearly worked Colombian 
Tiidlielder Maurico Serna was 
lospitalised upon suffering an 
ippendicitis attack just after landing 
n Peru. To Osco's disappointment, 
lowever, Colombia earned an 



i 





'p' 






important draw, and, unlike, Peru, 
went on to qualify for France '98 

Too Stunned 

A ll eyes were on Brazil m 1950 
Everything went smoothly for 
the World Cup hosts through the first 
round and subsequent 7-1 and 6-1 
thrashing of Sweden and Spam But 
according to the round robin format ol 




In pmahy lituatioiif, tha gaalkaapar it 
probably tha lonaliaal man in tha wrorM 

the day, Brazil still needed a draw 
against Uruguay to win the Cup. 

With more than 200,000 screaming 
Cans on hand, Brazil scored early in the 
second half. But Uruguay equalised 
quickly and scored again with eleven 
62 


minutes remaining in the match. 

When the whistle blew, Brazilian 
officials were too stunned to present 
the World Cup to Its rightful owners. 
At last, FIFA president Jules Rimet 
chased down the Uruguayan captain 
himself. Few in the crowd took notice. 
An entire nation had gone into 
mourning. 


Rules For Fools 

Rule No. 1 - Team Size 

Each team consists of 11 players, 3 
substitutes and one trainer who is 
required to chew his nails, spit, chain 
smoke and scream from the sidelines. 




Rule No.2 - Match Length 


Officially, each match consists of two 
45 minutes halves. However, the 
referee will allow play to continue 
after 90 minutes has elapsed to make 
up for time wasted on injuries and 
other trivialities. 

If the score is even in a World Cup 


final round match, play is extended 
further with 30 minutes of sudden 
death. If it's still even (which it usually 
is), a penalty shoot-out decides the 
winner. 

Rule No.3 - Scoring 

To score a goal, a player must kick or 
head the ball into the goal (preferably 
that of the opposite team). The entire 
ball must go over the goal line for a 
goal to count. 

Goalies are permitted to use their 
hands, but are not allowed to wear 
uniforms that look anything like 
those of the rest of their team. 

Rule No.4 - No Hands 

Hands are not allowed in football, 
hence the name of the sport. The ball 
may be in contaa with all other body 
parts (even the ones that leave players 
doubled over in pain). To keep players 
from fondling the ball, the opposing 
team is given a free kick whenever 
‘hands' is called by the referee. 

Rule No.5-Fouls 

Elbows to the chin, unnecessary 
head-butts and tackles are not 
allowed in football. Tackling is 
especially serious if it comes from 
behind or if the tackier tackles with his 
leg straight and his studs pointing up¬ 
ward. When such incidents occur, a 
foul is called and the opposing team is 
awarded eithera penalty.ora free kick. 

To encourage foul rulings, many 
players take acting classes in the off 
season. 

Rule No.6 • Free Kick 

A free kick is awarded when a foul is 
committed outside the penalty area. 

The other team can form a wall and 
cover their private parts to stop the 
ball from reaching the goal or other 
sensitive spots. 

Rule No.7 - Offside 

The offside rule forbids a player to 
receive a pass unless a member of the 


other teapi (other than the goalie) is 
either next to or between that player 
and the goal. Strangely enough, none 
of this applies in the case of throw-ins. 

The basic intention of the offside 
rule is to keep scoring to an absolute 
minimum. 

Rule No.8 - Comer 

When a team puts the ball over its 
own extended goal line, the other 
team is given a free kick from the 
corner of the field nearest to where 
the ball went out. Prior to each match, 
flags are placed in each corner to make 
this piay more difficuit for the keeper. 

Comers are useful for keeping the 
crowd from falling asleep. 

Rule No.9 - Throw-in 

When the ball is kicked out by one 
team, the other team gets to throw it 
in again. A throw-in must be 
performed by hoisting the ball up 
behind the head with both hands and 
with both feet firmly on the ground. 
These regularity measures ensure that 
the player can only throw the ball as 
far as his nearest opponent. 

Rule No. 10 - Yellow and Red Cards 

A yellow card is for dangerous tackles, 
acting, diving, time wasting, 
bad-mouthing the referee and various 
other actions which make the game 
more exciting. Two yellow cards carry 
the same weight as one red card. 

A red card is typically given when a 
player fouls an opponent who has 
come free and is nearing the goal. A 
red card means the player is sent off 
the field and is not replaced. The 
player is also forbidden to play in the 
next game and must often endure 
extended silent treatment from his 
mother. 

Rule No.ll-Penalty 

A penalty is given if a foul is 
committed inside the penalty area. 
Since there is no wall, penalties are 
practically always goalsl In penalty 
situations, the goalie is probably the 
loneliest man in the world. 
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WORLD CUP 
FOOTBALL 


TEAM WHICH HAS BEEN CHAMPIONS FOR THE 
MOST NUMBER OF TIMES: 

Brazil: Four times—1958,1962,1970,1994 

TEAM WHICH HAS REACHEO THE FINAL FOR THE 
MOST NUMBER OF TIMES: 

Germany: Six times: 1954,66,74,82,86,90 

THE MOST SUCCESSFUL TEAM IN THE WORLD CUP 




Germany: 


Champion 
Runners up 
Third 
Fourth 


- Three times 

- Three times 

- Two times 

- Once 


Brazil has won the World Cup tour times 


1954,1974,1990 
1966,1982,1986 
1934,1970 * 
1958 


THE MOSTNUMBER OF MATCHES WON BY A TEAM 

Brazil: MATCHES WON DRAWN LOST GOALS FOR GOALS AGAINST 

73 49 13 n 159 68 

THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MATCHES PUYED IN WORLD CUP: 516 
THE-TOTAL NUMBER OF GOALS SCORED: 1584 
THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF GOALS PER MATCH: 3.06 
THE MOST NUMBER OF GOALS SCORED IN A WORLD CUP: 

YEAR VENUE MATCHES GOALS SCORED AVERAGE GOALS PER MATCH 

1982 Spain PUYEO 146 2.81 

52 

* 140 goals scored in only 26 matches averaging 5.38 goals per match in the 1954 World Cup in Switzerland 

THE MOST NUMBER OF GOALS SCORED IN A MATCH: 

12 goals: Austria (7) vs Switzerland (5) in Switzerland, 1954 

THE MOST NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL GOALS SCORED IN A MATCH: 

5 goals by Oleg Salenko (Russia) vs Cameroon, 1994 

THE MOST NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL GOALS SCORED IN A WORLD CUP: 

Just Fontaine (France)-13 goals, Sweden, 1958 

THE PLAYER WHO SCORED THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL GOALS IN WORLD CUPS: 

GerdMuller(WestGermany)-I4goals(10goalsin 1970; 4 goals in 1974) , 

BIGGEST VICTORY MARGIN IN WORLD GUPS: 

10-1: Hungary vs El Salvador, Spain, 1982 
9-0: Hungary vs South Korea, Switzerland, 1954 
9-0; Yugoslavia vs Zaire, West Germany, 1974 






HATTMCKINARNAL 

Geoff Hurst fBng^d)-'3 goals vs West Germany, 1966 


THE PLAYERS WHO HAVE PUYED THE MOST NUMBER OF MATCHES IN THE WORLD CUP: 

Diegd Maradona (Aigentina)-j 1 matches (1982'1994) 

LotharMatthaeus (Gennany)-21 matches (1982-1994) 

Uwe Seeler (West Germany)-21 matches (1958-1966) 

Wladyslaw Zmuda (Foland)-21 matches (1974-1986) 

PUYBI WHO HAS REPRESENTED HIS COUNTRY IN THE MOST NUMBER OF WORLD CUP COMPETITIONS: 

Antonio Cart>ajal (Mexico): Five times: 1950-1966 

PERSONS WHO HAVE WON THE WORLD CUP BOTH AS A PUYER AND A COACH: 

Mario Zagalo (Brazil): Footballer (1958,1962); Coach (1970) 

Franz Beckenbauer (West Germany): Footballer (1974); Coach (1990) 

THE MOST ATTENDANCE IN A HUTCH: 

1,99,854: Brazil vs Uruguay, Rio de Janeiro (Maracana Stadium), Final match, 1950. 

THE MOST ATTENDANCE IN A WORLD CUP 

35,67,415: USA, 1994 

THE FIRST GOAL IN A WORLD CUP 

Laurent: France vs Mexico, Uruguay, 1930 

MILESTONES: 

lOOth goal: Jonason—Sweden vs Argentina, Italy, 1934 
500th goal: Hetmut Rahn—West Germany vs Czechoslovakia, Sweden, 1958 
1000th goal:Rensenbiink—^Holland vs Scotland, Argentina, 1978 
1500th goal: Claudio Cannigia—Argentina vs Nigeria, USA, 1994 
1584th goal: Kenneth Anderson—Sweden vs Bulgaria, USA, 1994 
(The '94 Final between Italy and Brazil was a draw. 

Tie-breakers are not included in this list) 

THE MOST NUMBER OF GOALS SCORED BY A TEAM IN A WORLD CUP: 

27 goals In 5 matdies by Hungary at an average of 5.40, Switzerland, 1954 

TEAM WHO WAS UNBEATEN IN THE MAXIMUM MATCHES IN WORLD CUP FINALS: 

13 matches (won-11: drawn-2) by Brazil: 1958 to 1966. 

THE ONLY PUYER TO SCORE GOALS IN AU THE FINAL ROUND MATCHES: 

Zaitzinho (Brazil)-7 goals in 6 matches, Mexico, 1970 

THE ONLY COACH TO WIN THE WORLD CUP TWICE: 

VictorioPozzo (Italy): 1934,1938 

THE ONLY PUYER TO SCORE GOALS Hi TWO SUCCESSIVE WORLD CUP FINALS 

Vava (Br8zil)-2 goals vs Sweden in the 1958 final 
1 goal vS Czechoslovakia in the 1962 Qnal. 

THE ONLY ASIAN COUNTRY TO PUY IN THE QUARTER FINAL OF A WORLD CUP 

North Korea, Sngland, 1966 (Lost to Portugal 3-5) 

THE OLDEST PUYER TO SCORE AOOAL IN THE WORLD CUP RNALROUND 

Roger Milla (Cameroon) vs Ruada on 28.6.94 at the age of 42 years 

THE FASTEST GOAL OF nil WORLD CUP FINAL ROUNDS 

Vaclav Masek: Czedioslovakla vs Mexico, Chile, 1962:15 seconds. 
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I T was midnight. 

I was awoken by the bursting of 
machine gun fire. Or was it 
aackers? I wasn't sure. I got up from 
my bed and went and looked out of 
the window. The sight was 
breath-taking. The whole hill was 
bathed in the bluish light of the moon. 
There were dots of light In the 
different houses at different levels of 
the hill. It looked like diyas. The stars 
were twinkling brightly. 

In the distance, I saw that large mass 
of hills that is part of the greatest 
mountain range in the world: the 
Himalayas. Sadly, Kanchenjunga was 
forever behind some clouds, like a 
newly married woman hiding behind 
her saree pallu. 

In this sort of tranquil setting, it was 
nerve-wracking to hear the sound of 
gunfire. Was lovely Gangtok, like 
most of the North-East, failing into the 
web of militancy? 

I slipped on my jeans and sneakers, 
and a pullover and stepped out of the 
room. I went down the stairs and 
surprise of surprise, the main door 
was open. There was nobody around, 
either behind the reception desk or at 
the gate. What sort of hotel was this, I 
thought to myself. No security at all. I 
vowed to give the hotel staff a piece of 
my mind. 

I walked out on the road and went 
uphill. The sound became louder and 
louder. I turned a comer and saw a 
group of young men bursting 
crackers. Was Sikkim celebrating 
Diwali, I wondered, months before 
the rest of India did? There were 
shouts of jubilation and cheering. I 
recognised my hotel waiter. 

I approached him and said, "What's 
happening?" 

"India has won against Australia. 
Sachin played an unbelievable 
innings. I cannot describe it to you. It 
was fantastic." 

India had won the Coca Cola Cup at 
Sharjah and I had completely 
forgotten that we were playing that 
evening. The hotel, astonishingly, had 
no cable TV but the view from the 
room compensated for the lack of 
scenes from the TV screen. 

"Sachin is great," shouted a youth. 



in Levis jeans and white sneakers. 
Their faces were flushed red with 
excitement and happiness aided, no 
doubt, by several glasses of liquor that 
young people always' seem to have 
when they congregate together. 

What an enormously gifted player 
Tendulkar is, as I heard details about 
his mind-boggling innings. Suddenly, 

I envied him his talent, his brilliance, 
his genius. How come he has it and the 
rest of us don't? Why are we so 
ordinary? No action of ours is ever 
outstanding. It is infused vrith 
mediocrity although our ego does not 
allow us to think so. Why is God so 
niggardly with his gifts? 

My peaceful mood changed swiftly 
to one of inexplicable irritation. I took 
the waiter aside and asked him why 
they did not have cable TV in the hotel. 

"Sir, what to do," the waiter said, 
shrugging his shoulders, "the owners 
haven't got down to arranging it." 

"Where did you see the match?" I 
asked. 

"In the nearby Tip Top hotel," he 
explained. 

"The door was open. Nobody was 
around," I said accusingly, "Thieves 
could have walked in easily." 

He was in a far too excited mood, to 
get ruffled. He smiled and explained 
coolly, "Don't worry Sir. Even thieves 
were watching the telecast. No point 
trying to steal from houses since 
everybody is awake. They would have 
got caught." 

I went for a walk. I strolled uphill for 
about fifteen minutes. In Gangtok you 
are either going uphill or downhill. 
One immediate benefit of all this 
walking is that you develop strong legs. 

That's the first thing I noticed about 



the girls as they sauntered around in 
their tight little mini skirts. They had 
such lovely shapely calves. 

I came to a section of the road where 
the view was once again magnificent: 
high hills, the trees swaying in the 
chilly breeze, the buzzing of crickets. I 
sat down on a stone parapet, my legs 
dangling in space... 

Too much success, I realised, can be 
a double-edged sword. Life’can get 
perilous for Sachin. There are too 
many temptations along the way that 
can derail his attention, focus and 
determination. 

For example: Tendulkar is earning 
enormous sums of money. How do 
you remain hungry when you are 
physically and mentally satiated with 
wealth that should enable a few 
generations of his family to live 
comfortably? 

He has to adopt some sort of 
detachment (Buddhist-style) to 
everything that is happening to him. 
But it's so enormously difficult not to 
get swayed when you are only 25. 
Does he have the strength of charaaer 
to remain focused? Can he sustain the 
tunnel vision to help withstand the 
adulation of 950 million and not ease 
up mentally, physically and 
psychologically? 

Only the future will give us the 
answer. Is he going to be the greatest 
or is he going to be an 'almost 
greatest'? Measuring him by his own 
high standards, if he becomes the 
latter, that would be like being an 
'also-ran'. 

The intermittent bursting of 
crackers stopped. It became 
completely silent once more. It was 
revelation time for me. I realised that 
for an average, not very talented, 
middle class guy like me, with my 
dreams dying one by one, as 1 grow 
older, I know that I will not achieve 
anything awesome in life. 

So, I look for the simple things in life 
to give me pleasure. In Gangtok this 
was what I got: the,chance to breathe 
in air that was absolutely 
pollution-free. 

This, apart from India's win, was 
the best bonus of the brief break that I 
took. 

Shevlin Sebastian 
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M WE ARE THE 

CHAMPIONS! 



FRANCE crushed a 
strangely off-form Brazil 
to win the World Cup for 
the first time 



FROM NOVY KAPADIA, PARIS 

F rance S football dreams 
have come true It was not 
champagne football all the 
way but m the dream final 
they got the dream result trouncing 
four times champions Brazil 3 0 The 
man, they call 'the God", Zinedine 
Zidane juggled, wriggled perspired 
and gave an inspired first half display 
to score with two immaculate near 
post headers off corner kicks taken by 
Emmanuel i*etit and Youn Djorkaeff 
respectively 

The blonde midfielder Petit made a 
darting run from defence, accepted a 
return pass from Arsenal club 
team-mate Patrick Viera and scored 
with a deft left footer 
France thus ended the oldest 
monopoly in the world of sport, the 
SIX nation domination of the World 
Cup They became the seventh nation 
to hold aloft the 36 ems high, 18 carat 
gold trophy designed by an Italian 
sculptor By wmning the last World 

Cup of the rmllenium on home soil, 
France emulated Uruguay in 1930, 
Italy in 1934, England in 1966, 
Germany in 1974^nd Argentina in 
1978 and became the sixth home 
Zinadiiw ZIdaiw holds aloft tho tropin as 
Robarto PIras Hall), Bixanta Lizaraza (socond 
laft), Maital Oasallly thara Iha foyous 
moRiant A happy Fraoch coach Afina Jaci|iiot 
(boltoin riaht) was vindleatad aftar months of 
flares crMeiam by a saetion of flw Frsoeb prasa 




PHOTOGRAPHS APP 



nation to triumph In the greatest 
show on earth. Also, at the end of the 
20th century, there is not even a 
shadow line between Europe and 
South America as regards World Cup 
domination. The sixteen World Cups 
held this century, have'been evenly 
shared; eight each to Europe (Italy, 
Germany, England and France) and 
South America (Brazil, Argentina and 
Uruguay). 

Their taciturn 57‘year-old coach 
Aime Jacquet has now retired in 
honour to his chalet near Annecy and 
can watch cycling, his favourite sport. 
Prior to the start of the tournament. 


Zidane (10) oiitjumpt Laanardo and woraa his 
fini goal against Braiil in the Final 

this clairvoyant coach said, "I am 
going to retire after 1 take my lap of 
honour at the Stade de France." Like 
the late Frank Sinatra he did it, "My 
Way". 

Talented players like Eric Cantona 
and David Ginola were discarded for 
the sake of harmony. Jacquet juggled 
his resources, shuffling his forwards in 
a relentless search for an ace. Due 
credit should be given to Jacquet that 
even without a world dass striker, his 
team won the coveted World Cup, 


scoring fifteen goals and conceding 
just two in seven games. 

He fashioned a team, according to 
the strengths of the available players, 
a rock-solid defence and an 
imaginative, central midfield. In the 
knock-out stages only defenders and 
midfielders scored for France; stopper 
back Laurent Blanc the 'golden goal' 
vs Paraguay and right back Lillian 
Thuram scored a brace in the semi 
final vs Croatia. 

Jacquet's ability to organise and 
inspire his players has made him the 
Napolean Bonaparte of French 
football. In both the semi final and 
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final, France were reduced to 10 men, team-list. Then he was re-instated. Brazilian on view but his final pass 

midway through the second half. Key Ruud Gullit felt it "was a bit of a and cross was often awry, 

players were dismissed, stoppers wind-up", a clever tactical ploy by the Because Ronaldo lacked pace, 

Laurent Blanc (semis vs Croatia) and wily Mario Zagallo to befuddle the Brazil were squeezed in midfield and 

Marcel Desailly (two yellow cards m French. showed no variety in attack. They 

the final vs Brazil). Ronaldo played with the aid of a could not raise a gear when it 

Yet the French team kept their cool, pain killer but could not produce his mattered the most. They had just four 

In the final 20 minutes. Petit stepped devastating runs and prompt shots. scoring chances in the match, 

back to play as stopper back with Later, some cynics said that team Rivaldo's first-half header off a comet 

Frank Leboeuf. The hard-tackling, sponsors Nike forced Zagallo to kick and Ronaldo's angular right 

speedy Patrick Viera was the perfect include Ronaldo in the playing eleven footer were saved by French 

replacement in midfield. When against his wishes which led to goalkeeper Fabien Barthez, whereas 

France struggled to score in the league Edmundo and skipper Dunga raising a Bebeto's feeble try with the 

games, the speed of substitute winger stink in the dressing room. It certainly goalkeeper off balance was kicked off 

Thierry Henry proved decisive in the seemed to have upset Brazil's the line by Desailly. In injury time, 

opening games against South Africa concentration and rhythm. substitute Denilson stuck the 

and Saudi Arabia. Playmaker Rivaldo was often crosspiece after an audacious dribble. 

France won the final because of caught in possession. No Brazilian What does this win mean to 

superior tactics and commitment. stnker could get behind the French France? Lionel Jospin, the socialist 

Brazil lost the final in the dressing defence. Christian Karembau French prime minister praised the 

room. Ronaldo who was having shadowed Roberto Carlos when he multi-culture within the French 

treatment for an injured ankle in went on the overlap. Petit and French team. Claude Bartolone, Minister in 

hospital was not on the original skipper Didier Deschamps won the charge of Urba’n Affairs said, "I hope 

midfield battle against Dunga and this win by a black-white and Arab 
Cesar Sampaio. The Brazilian stopper team will help drive racist sentiment 
Zidans'i stcond goal bom through the luga of Aldair and Junior Baiano were slow away and show the country that with 

Roborto Carloo and tentative. Cafu was the best will and co-operation, one can win." 










A noted French political and social 
conunentator Alain Genenstar felt the 
success of the multi-racial French 
football team had massive political 
significance, as it was a rebuff to the 
racists. Success in football has helped 
in decolonlsing the mind of the 
average 'white' French citizen. The 
hatred of immigrants declined as long 
as they scored goals. Football success 
has united the nation. 

Until this World Cup, it was 
common for the suburban youth, 
mostly Arabs or Blacks to support 
other teams. The presence of players 
like Zidane of Algerian descent, 
Djorkaeff of Armenian descent, the 


Lionel Jospin, th» 
iOiSfelil»l^efiotiprlifio 
minister praised the 
nHihi-culture within the 
French team. Claude 
bartoione, Ministecin 
oharoo of Urban Affairs 
said, "I hope this wintiy 
a black-white end Arab 
team will help drive 
racist sentiment away 
and show the country 
that with will and 


oo-operation, one can 

win " 


Ghanain born but French raised 
Desaiiiy and others of African descent 
like Thuram, Henry and Argentine 
immigrant Davide Trezeguet won 
over the common man. 

A newspaper editorial said that the 
French people have not been this 
united behind a cause since the days of 
Napoiean. There were scenes of 
delirious joy at Champs Elysees, Place 
de la Concorde and Arc de Triomphe, 
as banner waving youngsters and 
shrieking pedestrians danced all night 
to celebrate the greatest sporting 
achievement of France. 

There was a feel good factor in 
France and the scenes of joy were the 



Hundreds of ihousonda of French footboll font 
crowd tbo Chomps Elysoo in Paris whoro a 
portrait of soccor star Zidano is profoetod on 
thr Arc-do-Triompho 

most rapturous since the day when 
Allied troops entered Paris in August 
1944 and liberated the nation from 
the rule of the Nazis. Skipper 
Deschamps summed it up by saying, 
"We won because our players wanted 
to go down in history and France is 
now on the point of becoming one of 
the great footballing nations." 

Ultimately it was a lively World Cup 
but without an outstanding team or a 
truly great individual performance. 
There were no innovations in tactics 
or formations. Only David Beckham 


(England vs Columbia) and the 
Paraguay goalkeeper Jose Luis 
Chilavert managed to master a light 
ball well enough to get a free kick 
properly on target. 

Beckham scored the best direct free 
kick of the tournament. Only 
Argentina's free kick against England, 
to equalise (scored by defender 
Zanbett) showed any imagination. 
The shirt-pulling, feigning for fouls 
and wrestling for possession were an 
irritating feature of these finals. FIFA 
in trying to snuff out the tackle from 
behind has raised another monster, 
the divers and duckers—a problem 
which needs urgent eradication. # 







THAT SHONE 

Presenting some of the players 
who made an impact at France '98 


HE fascination of each World 
Cup is the emergence of new 
stars and new heroes. 
Unknown or comparatively 
lesser known players either hog the 
limelight along with established stars 
or sometimes even surpass them. 

Given below are some of the 
superstars at France '98 ■ 

ADRIAN iUE(Ronnnia):He is being 
hailed as the "new Maradona of the 
Carpathians." Strong, quick and 
direct, Adrian Hie has been a 
revelation in France 98. He is one of 
those rare players who is both a 
goalscorer as well as a playmaker. So 
Hie if he chooses could also become 
the "Ronaldo of the Carpathians." His 
overall workrate, touch and vision in 
distribution is astonishing. Romania's 
legendary playmaker Gheorge Hagi 
has announced his retirement after 
France 98. However, the Romanian 
fans and coaches feel Hie is an ideal 
replacement. Veteran defender 
Gheorge Popescu has immense faith 
in Ilie's abilities. Popescu who had 
toured India in 1990 with PSV 
Eindhoven for the Super Soccer series 
lavishly praised Hie and said that, "he 
has the qualities to be the next Hagi in 
a new developing national team. He 
has the skills and motivation to excel, 
and in the World Cup he showed that 
he was a consistent performer." 

It has to be seen however if in the 
future Adrian Hie is used as a 
playmaker or a roving front runner. 
He has a phenomenal ability as a 
striker and can strike powerfully with 
both feet. His quick dribble and 
curling shot which led to the 
match-winner vs Colombia was one 
of the best goals of France 98, The 
match-winner was a cocktail of 
power, beauty and invention. His Real 


Sociedad manager says that Hie strikes 
like a cobra, the suddenness of his 
move and shot is devastating. The 
hallmark of his game is his uncanny 
ability to evade his markers with a 
body feint or sudden acceleration and 


close control. 

Hie was bom in Craiova, but moved 
to Bucharest in 1993, to improve his 
football career. He won three titles 
with Steau Bucharest but then left the 
Bucharest club for Galatasaray in 
'Turkey. Hie was not very happy there 
and from Turkey was transferred to 
Real Sociedad in Spain. 

CHRISTIAN VIERKRily): This rugged, tall 
and bustling striker, is the Australian 


connection for the Italian team. He 
grew up in Sydney, as his famUy 
migrated to Australia. His father, a 
former Juventus star was winding 
down his career there. Initially Vieri 
was un-coordinated and not very 


interested in sports. However, the 
outdoor life 'Down Under’ toughened 
him up. His father's initial coaching, 
made him a promising player. Again 
at the insistence of his father he went 
to Italy and started with a lower 
division club. 

After working his way up via no 
fewer than five lower-division clubs, 
Vierl's talents were recognised when 
he was purchased by mighty Juventus 
for the 1996-97 season. For the 




Adrian Ilia of Romania ILaft) iaonooftiioaoraiafiiayon wholabotliagoalacororanda 
playmakor. Romania will dopond baavily on him in tho faturo 




1997-98 season, the 24-year-old Vieri 
moved to Ath/ctico Madrid for a 
whopping 12.5 million pounds. 

Earlier his incredible strength and 
aerial supremacy had impressed 
Italy's Under-21 years coach, Cesare 
Maldini (now the national coach). 
Christian Vieri became a regular in 
Italy's under-21 years and Olympic 
sides. 

Prior to France'98, he faced stiff 
competition from Ravenelli and 
Casiraghi for the front-runner's 
position. However, coach Maldini 
made Vieri his first choice striker. It 
proved to be an inspired selection as 
Vieri was Italy's saviour in the initial 
phase with some incredible goals. His 
goals against Chile and Cameroon 
demonstrated deftness of touch and 
the rare goalscorer's instinct of being 
able to dart into scoring positions in 
the box and the strength to hustle off a 
defender. To shake off his marker Vieri 
drifts wide to the flanks. Against 
Austria he scored a typical tall centre 
forward's goal, towering above 
defenders and nodding home a left 
flank cross. He also excelled as a 
target-man always available in space 
to receive a through pass. Overall he 
linked adeptly with either Roberto 
Baggio or del Piero. The hallmark of 
Vieri's game is his courage, ability to 
absorb pressure and pull brilliantly off 
defender's shoulders. He never 
shirked from crunching tackles and 
with his bulk, adeptly shielded the 
ball. He can function as either a 
battering ram type of striker, the old 
fashioned centre-forward wh(» excels 
in the air and is difficult to dislodge in 
the box or as a modern forward with 
fine touch, skills and game sense. He 
helped Italy top group B, with four 
goals from three matches and scored 
in every match. 

CAFU(Brazil): The attacking and 
overlapping wing backs were one of 
the highlights of France'98. There 
were several splendid performances. 

For most experts however, the most 
consistently, brilliant attacking wing 
back was the Brazilian Cafu. There 
were mw> brilliant right wing backs 
like Lillian Ihuram of France, Alben 


Ferrer and Carlos Aguilera of Spain 
and Slaven Bilicof Croatia. However 
the pick of them all was 
twenty-eight-year-old Cafu, playing 
in his second World Cup. He gave the 
powerful Brazilian attack an extra 
dimension by his frequent, well timed 
overlapping runs and measured 
crosses. Cafu who plays for Roma in 
the Italian league, first came into the 
limelight in the final of the 1994 
World Cup. Regular right back 
Jorginho was troubled by an injured 
hamstring muscle in the final against 
Italy. Cafu came on as his substitute 
and impressed with his speed. 
However, it was noticeable that he 
was more comfortable going forward 
but his crosses were not always very 
accurate. Years of experience in the 
demanding Italian league made him a 
more accomplished defender as it has 
improved his positional play and 
defensive abilities. 

Zico, the technical co-ordinator of 
the Brazilian team was concerned that 
Cafu does not cross the ball correctly. 
He spent hours trying to improve the 
quality of crosses from the flanks. Zico 
has helped Cafu make the right 
adjustments in his game. Now Cafu is 
playing with the flair and confidence 
that has made him the most feared 
over-lapping defender in the world. 
Prior to France'98 it was thought that 
left back Roberto Carlos would be the 
star wing back with his whiplash shots 
and penchant for the over-lap. 
However Cafu is the cynosure of all 
attention. By his sustained brilliance, 
he has been more dominant, 
penetrative and effeaive than the 
dynamic Roberto Carlos. Cafu's idol is 
the brilliant Carlos Alberto, captain of 
Brazil's 1970 World Cup winning 
team, arguably one of the greatest 
teams ever. Cafu was born three days 
before Carlos Alberto scored a 
memorable fourth goal vs Italy in the 
final at Mexico. Cafu's dream is to 
emulate his hero and score a goal in 
the World Cup Final. 

MARCELO SAlAS(Chile): This brilliant 
23-year-old striker is nicknamed "El 
Matador" (the killer) for his poaching 
ability and predatory instincts in the 


box. He pounces on half chances and 
converts them into goals like a 
panther stalking its prey. This was 
evident in the goals he scored against 
Italy and Chile in the group B league 
matches. After Ronaldo he was one of 
the most exciting strikers to watch in 
France'98. His ability to turn sharply, 
suddenly accelerate and close 
dribbling skills made him very difficult 
to contain. Above all he hSs the 
supreme confidence to run at 
defenders and beat them with his 
dribbling skills—a pleasing but dying 
art in international football. Foreign 
coaches rated him very highly. Cesare 
Maldini said, "Salas is a star forward. 
He is always hungry for the ball, 
knows where to pass and when to 
strike for goal and is always on the go. 
He is very difficult to mark." As Italy 
discovered in their league match, 

Salas can be potent in the air. Though 
just 5ft. 9ins tail he has a prodigious 
spot jump which leaves taller 
defenders stranded and flat-footed. 
Salas scored three goals in the first two 
matches he played against Italy and 
Austria. In the World Cup qualifiers 
he scored 11 goals in 13 matches, and 
has scored 150 first class goals despite 
a short career and many stoppages 
due to injuries. 

Salas started his career with 
Temuco club in Chile. He next moved 
to River Plate in Argentina in 
September 1996, and scored In his 
debut against Boca Juniors. His goal 
scoring skills made him a legend for 
River Plate. Several European clubs 
including Juventus, Lazio and 
Manchester United sought to sign 
him. However, club president Alfred 
Davicel refused to sell him for less 
than 20 million dollars. He finally 
signed for the Rome based Lazio and 
will play in the Italian league next 
season. 

ARIEL ORTEGA(Argeiitina): In the 1994 
World Cup, he came on as a substitute 
or replacement fqr Diego Maradona. 
Even then his feline grace and silky 
dribbling skills, were evident. Now 
four years later in Erance'98, 
24-year-old Ariel Ortega is being 
hailed as the successor to Maradona. 


His quick turn on the ball and amazing 
body feints and dribbling skills are 
reminiscent of the great Maradona. 
However, unlike Maradona, he 
prefers to play wide on the flanks and 
is equally comfortable on both the 
right and left flanks. 

At France '98, Ortega displayed i 
outstanding ball control, playmaking I 


returned to his magical best like most 
of his team-mates. Ortega plays 
abroad, for Valencia in Spain. 

TARIBO WE$T(Nigeria): This 
flamboyant Nigerian stopper back 
who plays for UEFA Cup champions 
and Italian league runners-up Inter 

Milan, has confirmed his reputation as 
photographs AFP 



TariboWMt (RigMI of NImria it today nsardad atom of tba most fatrad stopper backs in 
lotomadonsl football. His Is a rag to riehos story 


skills and a sharp eye for the goal. In 
the 5-0 rout of Jamaica, Ortega scored 
two memorable goals, a delectable 
chopped shot over an advancing 
custodian and a fine placement after a 
mazy dribble. Ortega brought variety 
in Argentina's attack, with his delicate 
touch, ability to play quick wail 
passes, amazing dribbling and ability 
to score from any angle. Coach Daniel 
Passarella was worried when prior to 
the World Cup, Ortega was slightly 
out of form but at France '98 he has 


one of the hardest tacklers and most 
feared opponents in international 
football. This hard-as-nalls stopper 
back with his crunching tackles, 
strength on the ground and in the air, 
tamed several stalwarts at the World 
Cup like Spain's latest superstar Raul 
Gonzales and Luis Henrique and 
Bulgaria's temperamental Hristo 
Stoltchkov. 

His rise to stardom is a real case of 
rags to riches. He had to banle 


adversity to reach the top. The 
youngest of five boys born Into 
poverty in Nigeria's Port Harcourt 
district he made seven hour bus 
journeys to Lagos as a boy to make a 
name for himself with the Julius 
Berger club. His mental toughness 
came from his surrounding. In his 
neighbourhood there was massive 
unemployment and drunkenness. 
Brawls and knife fights were a 
frequent occurrence. As Taribo said, 
"When I saw my friend murdered, I 
realised that the way out was football 
and I just had to succeed." With the 
Julius Berger club he got wages of 90 
pounds a week, which was a minor 
fortune for him then. He sp>ent the 
money wisely on food, fruit juices and 
Improving his physique. In Nigeria, 
the coaches often tend to dis-regard 
home based players and prefer to play 
stars in Europe. Realising this Taribo 
was desperate to move to any 
European club. He wrote to several 
European clubs and finally persuaded 
Auxerre to give him a trial. He reached 
Auxerre even though his ticket and 
600 pounds travelling money were 
nicked at the Lagos airport. He 
struggled in his first year at France. 
Recaliing that harrowing experience 
Taribo said, "I was very homesick and 
didn't speak French. For more than 
one year I could not get into the 
playing eleven because I was very 
aggressive on the pitch and liked to 
play an attacking game instead of a 
positional game." Coach Guy Roux 
persisted with Taribo West. Auxerre is 
a small -town, provincial club noted for 
developing unknown talent and 
home-based players. Taribo West is 
also a product of their excellent youth 
system. His international debut was in 
1994 against Sweden and he helped 
Auxerre bag a rare French league and 
Cup double in 1995. Then in 1996 he 
was seleaed for Nigeria in the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics and won an 
Olympic gold medal. In 1997-98 he 
moved to Intemazionale of Milan and 
excelled in the demanding Italian first 
division. With his tackling, positional 
sense and overall domination of 
forwards, Taribo West was one of the 
best defenders in France'98. 
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Some pictorial asides from the '98 World Cup 



(L«ft)Star Brazilian atrikar 
Babato and hia wHa Danlae 
watch a parade of Dianay 
cbaractora aa they tour 
EuroDisney in Marna-La-Valla, 
north of Paris 


(Facing pane, topIThia vaision of 
Footix dasignod by Parisian 
iawollar Marc Princ weighs a 
total of 5 kgs, and waa mado of 2 
kgs of goidand 1.15 kgs of 40 
carat oiamonds. H want for sale 
at 2^,000 French francs 




(Facing psja, bottom)Waitnss 
Gaeilia of Santiago, Cbila sports 
bar country's flag as a top aa aha 
stiands to custoinarB watching a 
Chilean match on toiavision 
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how to join our international 
dating service on the internet 

001 416 208 5250 


(LaftlGQloinbim uipportan 
diiplay ■ banner in mamoiy of 
Androf Escobar who wn 
murdorod in Modollin after a row 
over his own-goal in the 2-1 first 
roond dsfeat by ihs USA in 'M. 
Evan this edition of the World Cup 
saw soffls Colombian players 
getting death throats 


(Extronw lsft)Bshind every 
succossful man Is a wofflan...in 
Ronaldo's csss It is Sauna 
Warner who in Franco rooted for 
Bmiil and Ronaldo in all thair 
matchos 


(Ten loftITliis is UnNots Foot, a 
digital stadium that snablod 
spactators to watch World Cup 
matchos on four giant seroons sot 
up in an actual soccor pitch at La 
BowgoL Tbo fans had to pay 
botwoonlOtodOUSS 


(Top rightIBritish soccor fans 
wrn ths Tunisian flag after thsy 
eladhod with French police, prior 
to England's match versus Tunisia 
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We first talked 
to each 
other on the 
Friendshipline. 
Friendship is only 
a cml away. 
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FRANCE'98 


FOOT IN THE MOUTH 

Cartoons on the World Cup by GOPAL SARKAR 



'Whenever you see coIows.^thinkopus 
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WE DDING BE LLS 

An unique ceremony took place at France '98 


N ot only the national learns of Brazil and Norway met on the pitch ofthe Velodrome Stadium in Marseille 
during their Group A match. Before the match, an unique ceremony took place. 28-year-old Norwegian 
Oivind Ekeland married his Brazilian fiancee, Rosangela de Souza (29). 

The couple had been given special permission to marry on the Velodrome pitch in a brief service one hour 
before the kick-off of the Group A match. 

"The couple asked us several weeks ago if it would be possible to get married in the stadium," said FIFA Director of 
Communications, Keith Cooper. After long consideration, FIFA felt that this would be a good way of showing that 
"when we talk about football bringing people together in personal ties of love and friendship, we mean it. Former pre¬ 
sident Havelange himself and World Cup Organising Committee chairman Lennart Johansson gave their personal 
approval, "explained Cooper. 
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Phying as a defensive midfielder against Scotland, 
BrazH's Cesar Sampalo IS) score d within three 
minutes in the opening match in the first round, 
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T he perennial and never 

resolved debate in football, 
do great players or tactical 
innovations win matches has 
surfaced once again in France 98? 
Through the passing years, many 
innovative tactical formations have 
emerged in the World Cup. In the 
1954 World Cup, Hungary 
spearhe adcd by the brilliant Ferenc 
Puskas used the concept of twin 
strikers, the 'M' formation, with 
Puskas and Sandor Kocsis, the inside 
forwards playing upheld in attack 
with their wingers and, Nandor 
Hidegkuti playing as a deep lying 
centre forward or attacking midfielder 
in the manner in which Roberto 
Baggio or Alessandro del Piero and 
Paul Scholes play for Italy and 
England, respectively. 

Four years later in 1958, Brazil 
introduced the 4-2-4 formation. Sir 
Alf Ramsay in 1966 became famous 
for his 'wingless 
wonders' as 
England won the 
World Cup 
without a conventional winger, 
playing in the 4-3-3 formation. Four 
years later in 

the heat of Mexico, Ramsay modified 
his system to play in the 4-4-2 
formation. 

In the 1974 World Cup, came one of 
the most glorious exhibitions of 
attacking football, with Holland 
playing "Total Football" with 
emphasis on roving roles for all the 
players, rapid interchange of 
positions, speed of movement and 
precision passing. The successful 
teams of the Eighties and early 
Nineties Germany and Argentina 
developed the 3-5-2 formation, which 
is the most popular formation in 
France 98. 

However the question that still 
remains unresolved, is it the quality 
players or superior systems that bring 
success? A team like Brazil in 1970 
had such brilliant players like Pcie, 
Jairzinbo, Tostao. Gerson, Rivelino, 


Clodoaldo and Carlos Alberto that 
nobody remembers what system they 
played in. It was a fiesta of glorious 
attacking football. Michel Platini 
considers the 1970 Mexico World Cup 
as the greatest of them all, because of 
the consistent display of 
highly-skilled 

attacking football However many 
teams, especially the finalists Brazil 
and Italy had the quality players to 
play sparkling football. 

In the 1994 World Cup, Brazil did 
not have so many great players, so the 
system or their tactical formation 
became very important. To curb the 
problem of getting caught in the 
counter attacks, Brazil deployed two 
defensive midfielders. Stockily-built 
Mauro Silva jokingly referred to as the 
"Mike Tyson of Brazil" was the 
defensive midfielder along with 
skipper Dunga. So it was the system as 
much as the players which enabled 
Brazil to achieve 
success. It was not 
"Jogo Benito" or 
beautiful football, 
the purists and many Brazilians 
derided the defensive taaics but it 
enabled Brazil to win a World Cup for 
the first time since 1970. 

The question that arises is why did 
Brazil persist with tactical inflexibility, 
despite being packed with individual 
talent in the 1998 extravaganza? The 
veteran Brazilian coach Mario Zagalio 
opted for cautious tactics. Prior to the 
start of the tournament, he 
categorically said that, "for us, the 
whole is more important. We don't 
have any key player." Knowing their 
Job on the field, rather than 
improvising is considered more 
important even for Brazil. That is why 
Zagalio brought on the brilliant left 
winger, Denilson whose amazing 
dribbling skills are reminiscent of 
Garrincha, Stanley Matthews and 
George Best of years gone by, only as a 
substitute in the group matches. 

The Brazilian approach is the trend 
followed by all the 32 competing 
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nations m France 98 Taaical 
disapbne, the importance of systems 
takes precedence over individual flair 
A Group E league match between 
Holland and Belgium was like chess at 
high speed, with players of both sides 
ultra defensive and cancelling 
themselves out Predictably it ended 
in a goalless draw 

Platini wanted the 1998 World Cup 
to set the tone for football in the 21st 
century Yet the 16th edition of the 
World Cup has shown that 
adventurous football is not favoured 
by the coaches The emphasis is on 
tactical formations and how to stifle 
the opposition Scoring on the break 
or with measured build ups. known as 





the 'passing game' or from set-pieces 
were the way in which most goals 
were scored. 

Why is this happening in modern 
football? The Dutch legend, Ruud 
Gullit in an article in The Observer 
pin-pointed the causes for such 
caution. He wrote, "...all the coaches 
more or less forbid fun to the extent 
that players no longer even think 
about it. They are asked to play 
no-risks, no-frills football and that is 
the profession they learn. ....I know 
jobs are at stake and people want to 
see winning teams, but we should be 
careful of taking self-expression out of 
the game." Gullit was right. 

With so much at stake, national 


pride, exorbitant money, TV deals 
with the European Broadcasting 
Union is alone worth 340 million 
Swiss francs and a total TV audience 
estimated at 37 billion, winning is 
more important than playing the 
game. Uninhibited football, mazy 
dnbbles which led to brilliant goals 
were few and far between. The flair 
was often shown by lesser teams, 
Mustafa Hadji of Morocco who ran 
the length of the field on the left, 
feinted to evade his marker and scored 
with a whiplash angular shot against 
rugged Norway in a Group A league. 
The ultimate in solo brilliance was by 
Cameroon's Pierre Njanka in the 1 -1 
draw with Austria in the Group B 


league phase. Njanka's goal had 
vision, power and delectable dribbling 
skills. 

Germany's phenomenal 
consistency and success rate, thrice 
champions and thnee runners-up has 
led many nations to emulate their 
taaical formation of 3-5-2. Austria, 
Belgium, South Korea, Iran, Jamaica, 
Romania, Croatia, Morocco, Scotland 
and Spain to mention a few, all relied 
on the 3-5-2 system. Most of the 
European nations except for France 
and Denmark, who both used a fiat 
back four, used the three-back system. 

Some countries had variations of 
this basis system. For instance, 
Yugoslavia used a sweeper-back and 
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three defenders as did Italy. Paraguay 
played in the 3-4-1 -2 formation, with 
an attacking midfielder and two 
defensive midfielders Spain showed 
some variations Their canny coach 
Javier Clemente shuffled his players 
and tactics according to the 
opposition They played with three 
defenders but sometimes used two 
forwards Kiko Narvez and Raul 
Gonzales upfront or sometimes just 
one front runner Kiko or Alfonso 
Perez. In midfield occasionally, they 
used two defensive players, Fernando 
Hierro and Miguel Nadal,like Brazil or 
sometimes Just a solitary holding 
midfielder, Hierra. They always had 
three attacking midfielders. Spain 
preferred attacking midfielders on the 
flanks or retractable wingers similar to 
England. In contrast, Brazil prefer 
width to be provided by their speedy 
overlapping wing backs Cafu and 
Roberto Carlos. 

Brazil's success in 1994 has also led 
to many teams^favouring the concept 
of two defensive medios. Even hosts 
France abandoned traditional Gallic 
flair and used this taaic. Deschamps 
and Emmanuel Petit or Patrick Viera 
were their two defensive midfielders. 
England for instance under the 
perceptive Glenn Hoddle has altered 
the tactical formation of his country, 
mixing the German and Brazilian 
systems. 

For years, England played with a 
flat back four. Under Hoddle there is 
greater flexibility. He used the 
German system of three defenders, a 
last man in defence like Tony Adams 
and two markers Gareth Southgate 


and Sol Campbell Like Brazil, Hoddle 
used two defensive midfielders, Paul 
Ince and David Batty. What is the 
advantage of the two defensive or 
holding midfielders, a tacur favoured 
by many coaches in this World Cup? 
The two wide men in midfield, Darren 
Anderton or David Beckham and 
Graeme Le Soux on the left, fall back 
24 





and funaion as wing backs when the 
team is under pressure. Paul Scholes 
plays as an attacking midfielder, 
dribbling his way into attacking 
positions, passing accurately and even 
drifting his way into attacking 
positions. 




England like Italy have opted for 
only one striker. England used skipper 
Alan Shearer upfront as the roving 
striker with Teddy Sheringham 
playing a little deep, functioning as a 
target man for passes. Italy have a 
different variation in attack. They opt 
for the "big and small" concept. The 
tall and burly Christian Vieri is the 
central striker, with the shorter but 
more skilful Roberto Baggio or Del 
Piero functioning a little deeper and 
acting as playmakers. As variation in 
their attack, Italy sometimes used 
Enrico Chiesa or Francisco Moriero 
wide on the flanks to provide thrust. 

Germany has perfeaed the system 
of 3-5-2. They are the epitome of 
taaical efficiency. After their success 
in Euro '96, Bertie Vogts had said, 

"My team is my star. We take players 
who fit into our system." For 
Germany system has always been 
more important than flair. 

Dieter Bits, Germany's star defensive 
midfielder, and the scintillating 
Matthias Sammer, arguably the best 
defender in the world, due to injuries 
were not seleaed for France 98. Vogts 
chose players who could play similar 
roles. Olaf Thon fitted in adeptly in the 
role of an attacking libero. 
Twenty-four-year old Jens Jeremies 
and burly Dietmar Hanman were 






lanky Christian Ziege of Bayern 
Munich to send in high crosses or low, 
flat crosses from the flanks. 

Except for Paraguay, the other 
South American countries, including 
holders Brazil opted for a flat back 
four. Zagallo made some interesting 
tactical changes. In their opening 
league match against Scotland, Brazil 
played in the 4-2-2-2 formation, with 
Dunga and Cesar Sampaio as 
defensive midfielders, Rivaldo and 
Giovanni as attacking midfielders and 
Bebeto (for the injured Romarlo) and 
Ronaldo upfront. For the next match 
against Morocco, Brazil made a slight 
change in midfield. The formation 
switched to 4-3-1 -2. Leonardo played 
in the hole behind the strikers as an 
attacking midfielder. 

Argentina also us^ the flat back 
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four system but with three midfielders 
and Ariel Ortega, hailed as the 'new 
Maradona' in his country, as an 
attacking player behind the two front 
runners, Gabriel Batistuta and either 
Claudio Lopez or Heman Crespo or 
Abel Balbo. 

Chile were similar to Brazil, relying 
on the brilliance of their mercurial 
strikers Ivan Zamarano and Marcelo 
Salas, with Marcelo Vega in the centre 
and Clarence Acuna wide on the right, 
as attacking midfielders. 

Two of the Asian nations, Japan and 
Saudi Arabia played with four 
defenders. Japan relied on a 4- 3-1 -2 
formation whereas Saudi Arabia 
preferred a 4-4-2 formation. Nigeria 
used the 4-4-2 system but deployed 
retraaable wingers, a system 
favoured by former Bn^and coach 


Terry Venables. Finidl George on the 
right and Garba Lawal or Kanu on the 
left showed remarkable stamina and 
adaptability 9 s they fell back to help in 
defence and moved up as 
conventional wingers when required. 
Norway, the USA and Bulgaria played 
with a single attacker. 

Norway's philosophical coach Egil 
Olsen, a former journalist, believed in 
the traditonal long ball, fasl*running 
game and so played a sundard 4-5-1 
formation. Chelsea's lanky Tore 
Andre Flo was their lone front runner. 
Bulgaria had greater variation, with 
Stoitchkov and Kostadinov 
functioning on the flanks in support of 
their single striker and falling back 
when required. So their 4-5-1 
formation often became a traditional 
4-3-3 formation. 

The USA used 9 sweeper-back, 
Thomas Dooley, two markers,the 
promising Eddie Pope and David 
Regis, four in midfield, two attacking 
midfielders and a single front runnei in 
either Eric Wynalda or the Yugoslav 
migrant Preki Radosavijevicor Roy 
Wegerle. The American game plan 
was to restria opportunities for their 
opponents and so they used this 
defensive 3-4-2-1 formation. 

Ultimately, there is a shadow line 
between two options: either the 
Brazilian flair or the Teutonic method 
and spirit. It depends on the quality of 
the players and the football traditions 
of each country. As Bertie Vogts said, 
"We have to play to our strengths, we 
havetoplay the German way." But 
for football to be a speaade, a 
carnival, a joy to behold, it is the 
quality of the players, the 
sophistication and subtlety of their 
passing, the impeccable technique 
and above all improvisation in passing 
and dribbling. Playing with flair is 
always an attractive proposition and 
that is why Brazil is the most attractive 
proposition but sheer flair does not 
always win gruelling tournaments 
like the World Cup.dlemember what 
happened to Brazil of 1982 with Zico, 
Socrates and Falcao? Hence the 
amalgamation of flair and method, 
that is what the coaches in France 98 
have tried to achieve. 




After 24 years of distinguished service, JO AO HAVELANGE 
quits as the President of FIFA 
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H e could not even visit his 
wife Anna Maria for six 
months when she was on 
crutches, following a knee 
operation But he visited 192 
countries thrice at least when he 
headed the Federation Internationale 
de Football Association for almost a 
quarter of a century, travelling 
around the globe practically nbn-stop 
for more than 300 days a year In the 
end he calculated that he travelled a 
mind boggling 7200 days m his 8760 
days ol his presidency 
He not only had the opportunity to 
meet all the heads of state, kings and 
queens and prime ministers 
throughout the world, but could meet 
His Holiness the Pope face-to-face 
thrice—moments which he as a 
Catholic cherished the most 
Recipient of several awards for his 
grandiose services to sports he was 
even nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Pri/e a decade ago 
Dr Joao Havelange's 24-year stmt as 
the president is next only to Jules 
Rimet's 33-year tenure among only 
the seven presidents of FIFA in over 
90 years Thanks to Havelange's 
immense commitment, 
determination, dedication, initiative, 
patience, tenaaty and work, FIFA has 
now flourished as a sports association 
providing football that much needed 
dynamic impetus to keep pace with 
the modem times 
Born m Rio de Janeiro on May 8, 

Havalanga iitttns to tpoochos at tbo Slot RFA 
CongroM hald at Paris 


1916, Havelange was a sportsperson 
himself before taking up the 
executive’s job He competed twice in 
the Olympic Games—^making his 
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debut as a swimmer for Brazil m 1936 
at Berlin and 16 years later as a 
member of Brazil's water polo team in 
1952 at Helsinki Four years later in 





1956, he headed the Brazilian 
contingent to the Melbourne 
Olympics. 

Before he moved into the FIFA 
headquarters at Zurich, he served as 
the president of the Confederagao 
Brasileira de Desportos (CBD) from 
1958 to 1974 Brazil won the World 
Cup football thrice during his tenure. 
As a member of the International 
Olympic Committee since 1963, he 
ensured that football was one of the 
most successful disciplines in the 
Olympics. Women's soccer found a 
place as a medal sport in Olympics two 
years ago at Atlanta thanks mainly 
to his initiative. 

Havelange was elected as the FIFA 
president in Frankfurt on June 11, 

1974 and was confirmed again five 
times in succession—in 1978 at 
Buenos Aires, in 1982 in Madrid, in 
1986 in Mexico, in 1990 in Rome and 
in 1994 in Chicago. 

When he took over the highest 
chair in FIFA, succeeding England's 
Sir Stanley Rous, FIFA had a 
conservative outlook. The only 
activities then included were the 
quadrennial World Cup and the 
Olympic Games. FIFA's survival 
dejiended on resultant revenue which 
was hardly enough to meet salaries, 
issue monthly bulletins and cover 
miscellaneous expenses. 

A doctorate in law and a highly 
successful businessman, Havelange's 
aim and concern was to transform 
football, the most democratic of all 
sports, into a business-like enterprise 
that would withstand the chailenges 
of the next miliennium. An 
8-member staff in 1974, overseeing 
the affairs of 141 member national 
associations, working from a private 
residence, the 'Dewald Villa' which 
also happened to be the home of the 
general secretary and his family, has 
now multiplied into a staff of over 50 
at the spacious modern FIFA House in 
Zurich. It looks after the day-to-day 
affairs of the 204 member nations 
from ail corners of the earth. Today, 
an efficient PR system and 
communication network links FIFA 
to the world through the Internet 
Web-site. 


THE NEW KING 

SEPP BLATTER takes over as the 
President of FIFA 




A n economist by 
profession Joseph 
Blatter had been by 
Jbao Havelange's side 
for 2 3 years ever since he was made 
the director of technical 
development programmes at FIFA 
in 1975. Blatter assisted in all the 
Brazilian's endeavours with 
competence and dedication. 

Having now occupied the highest 
office in world football it should 
not be difficult for the first Swiss to 
head FIFA, which has had its 
headquaners in Zurich 
(Switzerland) since 1932. 

In a historic vote at the Salle 
Equinoxe in Paris, the 51st FIFA 
Congress elected the 62-year-old 
Blatter—general secretary of FIFA 
since November 1981 and 
promoted Chief Executive Officer 
in 1990 after a distinguished career 
in business and sport—as the 


eighth FIFA president. The 
national associations eleaed him 
with a count of 111 votes to 80 in 
the first ballot. Thereafter, UEFA 
president Lennart Johansson of 
Sweden withdrew his candidature 
in the second. 

Blatter, who forged his 
campaign in tandem with former 
French international and 
co-president of France '98 Michel 
Platini, in fact, fell short of the 
128-vote target (two-thirds 
majority), by a mere 17 votes. FIFA 
delegates made it clear that they 
liked the way Blatter has operated 
for all those years as general 
secretary. 

Bom on March 10,1936, in Visp, 
Switzerland, Blatter was an active 
footballer from f948 to 1971. As an 
youngster, even though Sepp's 
heart was in football, he often took 
part in athletics too. In school, he 



was part of a group that used to 
hide and then sneak out to play 
football while the other school 
children were busy with the 
service after assembling for the 
mass. 

Before he became a footballer 
with Salgesch PC in the early 
sixties, as a 1 S-year-old he had the 
Job of keeping the wine cellar in 
order in Hotel Dom in Saas Fee. 

Between 1964-66 he served as 
the general secretary of the Swiss 
Ice Hockey Federation. From 
1974-84, he was the press officer of 
the Swiss Association for Sports 
and the Committee for Elite Sport. 
He gained first taste of the 
international sports scene when he 
was involved in the organisation of 
the 1972 and 1976 Olympics at 
Munich and Montreal while he 
served as the direaor of sports 
timing and public relations of 
Longines S.A. On the personal, 
front. Blatter is a divorcee witli one 
daughter. 

Before the elections, in his last 
message to the FIFA member 
national associations. Blatter had 
emphasised that he would pay 
increased and special attention to 
the underprivileged national 
associations, because in many 
countries they represent a source 
of hope to many people. His 
objectives for the FIFA of the 
future are better cohesion and 
fewer discrepancies between the 
affluent and the underprivileged. 

Havelange might have brought 
myriad changes to the world 
soccer governing body, making it a 
money-making machine. Now, a 
long time ally of Havelange, also 
looks set to continue steering FIFA 
in the same direction. Wjth 
Havelange becoming FIFA's 
honorary president (though he 
will have no say in the 
decision-making process), the two 
greats will still effectively keep 
control. 

Aishwarya Lakshmi 


During the course of his term of 
office, Havelange not only expanded 
the range of FIFA competitions but 
also increased the number of teams in 
the World Cup Finals from 16 to 24 
(from the 12th edition in Spain in 
1982) and now from 24 to 32 in the 
last edition of the 20th century in 
Francc'98—which is among his great 
accomplishments. Some of the 
tournaments which he was 
instrumental in launching were the 
World Championship for indoor 
football, now popularly known as 
'Futsal', which has already seen three 
editions. Then there is the FIFA World 
Youth Championship started in 1977 
for players under-20 years, the 
Under-17 championship started in 
1985 and the FIFA/Confcderations 
Cup. 

Havelange's other achievements 
which mean a great deal to him, as he 
himself revealed in his address to the 
51st FIFA Congress in Paris two days 
before the France'98 kick-off, include 
the re-affilia'ion of the People's 
Republic of China which had been 
outside FIFA for 25 years; re-uniting 
North and South Korea in a single 
team for the 1991 World Youth 
Championship in Portugal; the 
integration against considerable odds 
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During the course of his 
term of office, 
Havelange not only 
e)manded the range of 
FIFA competitions but 
also increased the 
number of teams in the 
World Cup Finals from 
16 to 24 in 1982 and from 
24 to 32 in France'98 


of the Israeli association as a member 
of Europe with full tights; resolving 
the dilemma of South Africa's 
membership and bringing them back 
into the FIFA ranks; and the 
qualifying tournament for the 1994 
World Cup which reunited the teams 
of Iraq and Iran, Saudi Arabia and the 
two Koreas and Japan in Qatar in 1993. 

From almost a zero position in 
terms of money to invest in the 
development of the game on a global 
scale, Havelange from his rich 
business experience negotiated billion 
dollar contracts for television 
broadcasting rights and marketing 
and sought the backing of sponsors, 
based on the assumption that FIFA is 
an economic enterprise and football 
was its product. 

In his address to the 1998 FIFA 
Congress, Havelange mentioned that 
he was moved by four sentiments as 
he bid farewell to the top post. 

"The first is of respect... 

"The second is gratitude, friendship 
and nostalgia especially when 1 think 
of the many companions who worked 
with such dedication and 
commitment alongside me at FIFA for 
many years as members of the EC and 
the national associations... 

"The third emanates from the 
satisfaction of having conscientiously 
fulfilled a mission, tirelessly and 
without losing heart, both as a 
sportsman and as an entrepreneur, 
and if I may say so, as a human being, 
an idealist and a visionary... 

"The fourth is the pride of having 
worked unremittingly for unity and 
peace in the world football 
community". 

Havelange, also president of a 
leading Brazilian bus company called 
'Cometa S.A.', besides being a director 
of several companies in the insurance 
and chemical industries sector, has 
now left behind a legacy of $60 
million plus about $4 billion to be 
generated by the television, 
marketing and sports equipment 
contracts. Having relinquished the 
FIFA president's post, he truly 
deserves to enjoy his daily routine of 
jogging and swimming and spending 
more time with his family in Rio. • 
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FRANCE '98 


FANS, FANS, FANS... 

They were all over the place at France 98 



Ufl above: Braiilian fans 
choar thoir foam during a first 
round match against 
Morocco. Evan though the 
dafanding champions 
lost to Norway, may toppad 
tha group. 

Top right This Norwoglatt 

3 Mar looks tansa during 
orway-Scotlandtia. 
Whila Norway movad up to 
the second round, the Scots 
had to fly back homo. 

Bottom: Italian supportars 
moot a fow Camoroonoso and 
wish oaeh othar in eonfral 
Montpalliar. southom Franco 
prior to the haly-Camaroon 
match. 













Abova Dutch fans who painted their lacas with thanattoiMlcolouii Below Chilean fans wave 
banners and scarves as colourfully dressed marobars of a band play the music Inset A Nigenan 
supporter had painted his scalp with the colours of tho national flag This Colombian fan (right) is 
despondent after hearing that Faustina Asprilla, tha star striker, was axed from flio team for 
disciplinaiy reasons 









PLAYING FOR A 


NEW COUNTRY 

The lure of the World Cup is so great that the plavers switch nationalities 
just to be able to participate in the world's greatest soccer tournament. In 
France 98, nearly thirty such players took part 


T he trend of switching 

nationalities to play in the 
World Cup started in the 
Thirties when Mussolini 
forced several Argentinians who play 


professional football in Italy to 
become Italian citizens so that they 

Garman midfieldar Thomas Haastlar (cantri 
It challengad by US dafondor Oavid Aagis 
(right) and midfialdar Chad Daaring in a Gra 
F match 
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could play in the World Cup. 

It was a successful venture as Italy 
won the World Cup in 1934 and 1938. 
Decades later, another Argentinian, 
the legendary Alfredo di Stefano, the 
messiah of Real Madrid, in the Fifties 
became a Spanish citizen and played 
in the 1962 World Cup at Chile. The 
USA in the 1950 World Cup were a 
team of expatriate Englishmen and 
Scotsmen along with a few Latinos. 
Most of them were rejected 
professionals but ironically they beat 
England l-O, which had legends like 
Stanley Matthews, Stan Mortenson 
and Tom Finney in their side. 

At France 98, there are nearly thirty 
players who have changed 
nationalities to play in the World Cup. 
There is a Brazilian playing for 
Tunisia, Japan and Belgium in 
France*—a useful quiz question for 
the future. Birth, marriage and club 
careers were cited as reasons for the 
quick switch of nationalities. 

Jamaica and the USA had the 
highest number of the foreign legion. 
Jamaica had scven.players who live in 
England and play in the English 
league but due to Jamaican parentage 
got a chance to compete in the greatest 
show on earth. The USA is, of course, 
known as the country ol immigrants 
and so not surprisingly, they had five 
players in their squad who were born 
elsewhere and had different 
nationalities earlier in their life. 

The glory pf playing in the World 
Cup is sufficient incentive to switch 
loyaliies/iiationaliiies, unless you are 
very jingoistic. The choice for 
28-year-old Fitzroy Simpson and 
25-year-old striker Paul Hall of 
Portsmouth, a first division club 
(actually second division because the 
top 20 clubs arc in the Premier 
League) in England was relatively 
simple. 

They weie both at a stage in their 
careers when international honours 
for the country of their birth, England 
was as remote as Jamaica winning the 
World Cup. So they took the plunge 
and got a chance to display their 
mettle in France 98. 

However, Robbie Earle who scored 
Jamaica’s first-ever World Cup goal, a 


Brazilian captain Dunga (lafll la challangad by 
Moroccan midfialdar Mouttala El Hadji durinfl 
liiair Group A match 

firm header against Croatia, had 
already won three caps for England. 
For his club Wimbledon, he functions 
as a high quality midfielder. When he 
realised that he was not part of Glenn 
Huddle's plans for France 98, he took 
advantage of his Jamaican parentage 
to join the 'Reggae Boyz'. 

Due to his imposing height, Earle 
was used as a striker in the World Cup 
Finals along with 21 -year-old Dcon 
Burton, another import from 
England, who plays for Derby County 
in the Premier League. 

Deon Burton’s selection for 
Jamaica was a case of truth is stranger 
then fiction. He said, "I was on holiday 
in Jamaica and Paul Hall and Fitzroy 
Simpson my former teammates at 
Portsmouth were already training with 
the squad. They contaaed me and 


asked me if I fancied joining them. 
Before I knew it,I was in the starjing 
eleven. I scored a few goals (four in 
five matches), played in the Rest of the 
World side against Europe and was 
voted Jamaican Sportsperson Of The 
Year ahead of Merlene Ottey and 
Courtney Walsh." 

Burton, Simpson, Hall and Earle all 
played for Jamaica during their 
qualifiers. However, once they 
qualified for France 98, their Brazilian 
coach Rene Slmoes became 
ambitious. He scoured the Premier 
League in England looking for more 
players of Jamaican background. 

The experienced defender Frank 
Sinclair ol Chelsea, bustling striker 
Marcus Gayle of Wimbledon, and 
midfielder Daryll Powell of Derby 
County were added to the squad. 
Initially, there was resentment by local 
players at the new 'imports' from 
England. The grouse of the local 
players and fans were that "these 


playcis had the option ol coniins from 
day one but did not Why should they 
reap the glory now^ 

The commitment and altitude of 
these professionals tioin Britain won 
over the doubting fonahs Jamaita's 
seven Briiish expais all earn six figure 
salaries from their tlubs in Lngland 
Howtvtr there was no highbrow 
attitude 1he> stayed in the same 
quarters as thi rest ol the squad, 
which was m a large mansion, and 
slept on mattiesses on the floor 
They mingled easily with the local 
players who included goalkcepct 
Warren Barrett, a cashier in a beach 
side hotel, and the talented left back 
Ricardo Gardener who is a student 
Thus the seven British imports 
became part ol the Reggae Boy/ a 
team that entertained immensely at 

Austrian player Ivica Vastic (left) fubliatat 
after sconng the last-minuta equaliser against 
Chile 


France 98 by their relaxed attitude 
both on and off the field. 

However, the real Hamlet-like 
dilemma occurred for the talented 
roving Morrocan midfielder Mustafa 
Hadji The skilful Morrocan who set 
the tournament alight with his 
electrifying and devastating goal 
against Norway on the opening day at 
Montpellier, happens to be a 
Frenchman 

Thirteen years ago Hadji's family 
migrated to France He grew up in 
Nancy, developed his football skills 
there and played for AS Nancy In his 
youth, he was a dynamic sinker and 
live years ago was selected for the 
French under-2I team At the same 
time, the Moroccan national coach 
while reading a French spons 
magazine, learnt about the precocious 
skills of Hadji, the Morrocan exile The 
Morrocan authorities acted swiftly 
and contacted Hadji 


Now came the dilemma. Hadji had 
to choose between his adopted 
country and the country of his 
forefathers He knew no Arabic and 
spoke only in French However, what 
clinched the deal for Morocco was 
that Hadji thought that playing for the 
North African nation would give him 
a better chance to play in the World 
Cup So he turned down the 
invitation to play for France much to 
the chagrin of the French football 
authorities He made his international 
debut for Morocco in the vital 
qualifier against Zambia at Casablanca 
in '93 

Hadji had the last laugh Morocco 
qualified for the '94 World Cup while 
France lost out Hadji played and 
impressed in Morocco's group stage 
league wins against Belgium, Saudi 
Arabia and Holland In '96, he moved 
from the second division club AS 
Nancy to Sporting Lisbon In 








December '97, Hadji went to Spain. 

He now plys his trade with Deportiva 
La Coruna in the Spanish first division 
and has played two World Cups for 
Morocco in '94 and '98. He has played 
45 times for his country and is now a 
pin-up hero in Morocco. 

Hadji admits that there were 
difficulties initially. Moroccan 
journalists questioned his loyalties 
and many players were cold and 
reticent towards him. But his efforts 
on the field for Morocco changed that 
outlook and soon he became a cult 
figure. 

In France 98, Hadji, with his 
lightning speed and close control was 
used in a roving, attacking, midfield 
role. His speed with the ball, the ability 
^ to drift into space, deft dribbling skills 
and a goal-sconng knack, made Hadji 
Morocco's outstanding player in the 
World Cup. Undoubtedly, Hadji has 
set a trend. 

The talented 21 -year-old forward 
Ali el Khattabi was born and brought 
up in Holland. Emulating Hadji's 
example, Khattabi also opted for 
Morocco, the country of2iis ancestors, 
instead of the country of his birth. He 
first played for Morocco last 
November in a friendly against Togo 
and then in the Nations Cup where he 
scored a sensational goal against 
Mozambique. 

During this period, he has been 
desperately trying to learn Arabic so 
that he could communicate with his 
teammates. He got a chance as a 
substitute both against Brazil and 
Scotland in the group phase of France 
98. However, he could not achieve his 
great ambition of swapping jersies 
with Romario who did not go to 
France because of a leg injury. 

Brazilian expat Wagner Lopes made 
the pragmatic choice when he opted 
for Japan. It was a case of long-term 
planning. When the J-League was in 
its infancy in 1993, Lopes was one of 
the first few Brazilians to play there. 
Sensing the growing interest in the 
game there, Lopes made an intelligent 
decision. Realising that there was no 
dearth of talent in Brazil, his cljanccs 
of an international career with his 
country was slim, so he sought 


Dutch fflidfialdur Claruncu Saadorf (riaht) it 
challangad by Baigian forward Luit OTivaira 
during a Group E match 

Japanese nationality. 

The 29-year-old Lopes became a 
naturalised Japanese citizen last year. 
A steady striker who has a good eye 
for the goal, Lopes first appeared for 
his country against South Korea in a 
vital World Cup qualifier. Lopes who 
plays for Bellimare Hiratsuka in the 
J-League has at least played in the 
World Cup, something his more 
illustrious countrymen like midfielder 
Juninho (Athletico Madrid) who 
broke his leg and was not selected and 
striker Savio (Real Madrid) and Elber 
(Bayern Munich) have not achieved. 

Lopes played as a roving, 
freewheeling striker and impressed 
with his distribution and ability to 
drift into scoring positions. 

The 2 5-year-old Brazilian left back. 
Jose Clayton played for Tunisia in 
France 98. As a teenager, his career 
was not taking off in Sao Paulo. An 
agent took him to the Tunisian club 
Etoile Sahel. For five years, he played 
digilently for his club. This season, he 
switched to Esperence. 

Clayton did not play for Tunisia in 
the Cup qualifiers. His career was 
meandering along as a journeyman 


professional. In February '98, Tunisia 
gave a disappointing performance in 
the Africans Nations Cup in Burkina 
Faso. Tunisia's wily Polish coach 
Henryk Kasperezak wanted a change 
in personnel. He was impressed by 
Clayton's positional play and his 
Brazilian flair for overlapping. 
Pressure from the national football 
federation, enabled Clayton to get his 
Tunisian nationality in April '98. He 
made a pleasing international debut 
against Georgia and in France 98 
played in all three gioiip league 
matches for his country. 

The far-sighted policies of the 
famous Belgian club, Anderlecht 
enabled bustling, speedy 
Brazilian-born striker Airton Luis 
Oliveira Barron to turn out for 
Belgium in the 1998 World Cup. 
Anderlecht has a policy of nurturing 
talent from Africa and other Third 
World nations in their youth teams. 
Luis Oliveira was invited to train with 
Anderlecht as a sixteen-year-old, 
from a Brazilian junior club way back 
in '85 

I uis Oliveira's football career thus 
took off in Belgium. Slowly he became 
enchanted with life in Belgium, and 
opted for Belgian nationality. He 
became a naturalised Belgian in '92 
and he scored on his international 
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Jamaican forward Paul Hall (lafi) hugs 
toaimnata Roboit Earlo aflar tfia latter scorad 
the 1-1 oqualning goal against Croatia in a 
Group H match 

debut against Tunisia that year The 
next year he signed for Cagliare in 
Sene A and from 96 onwards has 
been playing along with Argentina s 
Gabriel Batistuta lor Fiorentina in 
Italy 

Txtremely fast and skilful luis 
Oliveira with six goals was Belgium's 
top scorer in the qualifying rounds 
His best match was a memorable 
lost half hattrick against Turkey in 
front of a hostile crowd at Istanbul 
which clinched Belgium's place in 
France 98 

Belgium s 1998 World Cup squad 
also had two other expats the 
talented brothers Lokaonda and Mho 
Mpen/a Both these talented players 
became Be Igian citizens as their 
Zairean paients shifted to Brussels lor 
work The talented ball playing 
Mpen/a started their career at a 
famous Belgian nursery club 
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Mouscron The current Belgian coach 
Georges Lcekens was their initial club 
coach They are considered players of 
the future and have been brought to 
France for experience 

Lokaond became 20 years old on 
July 4 and Mbo is 21 They did not get 
a chance m the World Cup as Belgium 
has many experienced forwards like 
Luc Nils MarcWilmoris Gert 
Clasessens and Luis Oliveira The 
veteran of four World Cups Lnzo 
Scifo was born in Belgium of Italian 
parents However he opted for 
Belgium the country ol his youth way 
back in 1986 

The Indomitable Lions of 
Cameroon also have three expatraite 
players 31-year old midfielder lean 
Jacques fctame was born in Strasbourg 
in France and had French nationality 
Realising he could not get selected for 
France he opted for the country of his 
forefathers He missed out on 
selection for USA 94 and made his 
international debut against England 
in November 1997 Now he has 


achieved his dream of playing in a 
World C up 

Similarly 27 year old defender 
Romann Billong was born in France 
and plays for St Lticnnc He also 
switched nationality to play in the 
World Cup Right back Benin 
Tockenc was born in ( had but 
bee ame a Cameroon national to 
luHill his dream ol playing in the 
World C up 

Lven a football supeipower like 
Italy had a midfieldci Robertodi 
Matteo who was boi n Swiss but 
because of Italian parents decided to 
switch allegiance Unbelievably the 
proud Scots accepted an Englishman 
to lightc n their defence The 
26 year old Matt tlliol who plays for 
Liecester City was born and brought 
up m England The defender 
qualities through Scottish 
grandparentage but until his 
international call up had never even 
set foot m the country 

Roberto Acuna the best attacking 
midlielder lor Paraguay was born in 




COLORSPOHT 



Argentina Known as "El Toro" (the 
bull), for his fighting qualities he 
qualified for Paraguay as his parents 
are Paraguayan Midfielder Ivica 
Vastic who scored a dramatic 
injury-time equaliser for Austna 
against Chile m a group B league 
match IS a Croat who came to play as a 
professional for Sturm Graz Due to 
his football skills, he was immediately 
selected for Austria after opting for 
Austrian nationality, two years ago 

USA, the country of migrants, had 
lots of expats in their 1950 and 1994 
World Cup squads and they have 
done It again Talented forward Preki 
Radosavljevic was born in Belgrade 
and came to the USA to play indoor 
football as a professional Impressed 
by his skills the national coach Steve 
Sampson persuaded him to change his 
nationality 

The player with the best dribbling 
skills in the USA, midfielder Claudio 
Reyna was born in the USA of 
Argentinian parentage and wisely 
decided to opt for the country of his 
birth even though he plays as a 
professional lor Wolfsburg in the 
Bundesliga (German League) 

Speedy forward David Wagner is 
another German product who was 
given a US passport Midfielder 
Thomas Dooley is also a foreign legion 
recruit He has an American father, a 
soldier stationed in Germany by 
NATO Dooley was born and bred in 
Germany but his father's nationality 
enabled him to qualify for the USA He 
has over 75 caps for the USA and has 
played in two World Cups 

Roy Wegerlc, known for his 
creative skills, grew up in England He 
played for Queens Park Rangers in the 
Premier League However, he married 
an American and was offered 
citizenship Wegerle was on the verge 
of selection for England rfbwever, he 
opted for the USA because he thought 
international selection would be 
easier Wegerle has now played in two 
World Cups. 

However, the USA's most recent 
import was the French-born centre 
back David Regis who plays for 
German side Karlsruhe He was 
wooed by coach Sampson as he is 


Roy Wogorio, of Engliati oriflin, opitd to play 
for tha USA as ho mt that ha hod a boltor 
chance of being saiaclod 

married to an American. Regis, who 
can barely speak English, had to 
become a citizen to play in France He 
was thus tutored by the aiach and 
some of the players to pass an exam on 
his adopted country to qualify Regis 
obtained his 'green card'just a month 


before the kick off on June 10. 

Why blame the players? Even 
amongst the 34 referees chosen by 
FIFA for France, there is one who 
switched allegiance Edward Lenme 
was born in Scotland, became a 
referee there but migrated to 
Australia He j^dmits it was easier to 
get onto the FIFA panel from Down 
Under than from Scotland Such is the 
lure of the World Cup 


41 











FKANCB ‘98 


i 


Holds Court 


RONALDO was the most sought-after player 
in the recent World Cup 

(Below); Ronaldo signs a ball for an unidantifiad French fan 
after a morning training session 

(Lafi): A French fan kissas Ronaldo, again after a training 
session. Ha has bean the haartthrob of millions of young 
woman around the globa 

(Right): Russian tennis star Anna Koumikova (left) shows the 
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DARE 


NIGERIA have provided the biggest surprise and drawn worldwide 
admiration for their superb play at France 98 



HE legendary Pele and 
former England coach Walter 
Winterbottom had predicted 
that an African country will 
win the World Cup before the year 
2000 Meanwhile, three-time African 
Footballer Of The Year Abedi Pele of 
Ghana says he does not believe that 
the continent will produce a World 


Cup winner until the 2006 event 
That year, if the wishes of newly 
elected FIFA president Sepp Blatter 
materialises, then an Af ntan country 
could stage the World Cup for the first 
time However whoever proves to be 
clairvoyant events in France 98 have 
revealed that from Africa Nigeria 
alone look capable of breaking Europe 

Nigerian forward Oanial Amokachi battles for 
the ball with Bulgarian midfielder Ziatko 
Yanfcov during a Group D match 









and South America's hegemony in 
the World Cup 

Prior to France 98, Nigeria's Supt 
Eagles were being written off as 25- 
bets for the World Cup But after th 
showed remarkable stamina, self 
belief and rallying power to overcoi 
Spam 3-2 and Bulgaria 1 -0 the odd 
shortened to 16-1 
In the match against Spain, the 
Super Eagles of Nigeria scored twice 
the last quarter to rally from a 1 -2 
PHOTOGRAPHS Al 
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Bulgarim dtfondar Radoslin KiscNichav (r) ia 
ehallangad by Nigarian midtiaidarriiaai 
Babangida. Nigaria atunnad Bulgaria l-O. 

deficit and showed great fitness. In 
fact Manchester United's experienced 
manager Alex Ferguson feels very few 
teams can live with Nigeria in the 
closing stages of a match. Against 
Bulgaria, their defence showed the 
resilience to soak up the pressure and 
carve out a 1 -0 win. 

After their successive triumphs ovei 
Spain, one of the dark horses for the 
title, and Bulgaria, critics realised that 
Nigeria's 1996 Olympic gold medal in 
football was no flash in the pan. 

It also broke the stereotype of 
African teams having just technically 
gifted players but with little discipline 
and limited tactical sense. It also 
showed how Nigeria had become a 
slick professional outfit and is now an 
emerging football super power. 

The squad was as always brimming 
with individual talent but experts felt 
the defence was brittle and first choice 
goalkeeper Peter Rufai who plays for 
Deportive La Coruna in Spain was 
suspect during the high crosses. There 
were the usual problems of lack of 
preparation, poor administration and 
no agreement over bonus payments. 

Star midfielder Sunday Oliseh, who 
turns out for Ajax Amsterdam said 
their ambition was to become the first 
African nation to reach the semi 
finals. Cameroon in Itaiia'90 were the 
first African nation to reach the World 
Cup quarter finals, losing 2- 3 to 
England in extra time, in a memorable 
contest. 

Four years ago at USA'94, Nigeria 
played with power and skill to lead 
mighty Italy 1 -0 in a keenly fought 
second round encounter. Then 
Nigeria self-destructed. In defending 
their lead, they indulged in a series of 
niggling fouls, which gave Italy a 
plethora of free kicks and helped them 
regain their rhythm in attack. 

Nigeria's lack of mental toughness 
was evident that day, as they 
committed over 25 fouls and allowed 
Italy to equalise in the last minute and 
Roberto Baggio, then sporting a 
pony-tail, scored an extra time 
match-winner. 
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The wealth of talent in 
the Nigerian team is 
amazing to behold. 
Their entire 22-member 
World Cup squad plays 
abroad. Third 
goalkeeper William 
Okpara is the only one 
from the African 
continent and even he 
plays for well known 
South African club 
Orlando Pirates. Of the 
remaining 21 players, 19 
are from top European 
clubs including five in 
Spain, four each in 
France and Turkey and 
three in Holland 
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The carping critics had a field day. 
They suggested that Asian and African 
nations lacked the mental toughness 
and tactical know-how to achieve 
success in a month-long demanding, 
gruelling competition like the World 
Cup. Besides Nigeria, other Asian and 
African nations also succumbed to 
familiar failings in USA'94. South 
Korea scored twice to draw with Spain 
and drew 0-0 with Bolivia but 
indulged in needless petty fouls which 
spoilt their overall display. South 
Korea finished third in their group 
and could not progress. Saudi 
Arabia displayed silky individual skills 
to progress to the second round but 
were upset by Sweden's use of width 
and aerial attack to lose tamely. The 
Cameroon squad squabbled over 
bonus payments and gave a 
pusillanimous display on the field, 
losing 1 -6 to Russia and 0-3 to Brazil 
in the group phase. 

However France '98 showed that 
Nigeria has exorcised the ghosts of 
1994 and is the first newly emerging 
nation to catch up with the 
superpowers of Europe and South 
America. Nigeria's 1994 World Cup 
squad also had many talented players 
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who played club football in Europe. 

So what is the difference between 
the squads of 1994 and 1998? 

Skipper Uche Okechukwa answers, 
"We have learnt to channel our 
aggression into something 
construaive. We no longer concede 
ground by committing needless 
fouls." Above all they are brimming 

Nlgwlan midfieidar Victor ikpaba is carried by 
anoiusiastic taammatas after scoring that 
decisive goal against Bulgaria 


with confidence. Historians will 
record that the turning point in 
Nigeria's football fortunes was that 
stunning comeback win over Brazil in 
the 1996 Atlanta Olympics semi final. 

Brazil, with players of the calibre of 
Ronaldo. Bebeto, Juninho, Aldair and 
Roberto Carlos led Nigeria 3-1. But 
the Super Eagles displayed uncanny 
fitness, confidence and strength to 
level at 3-3 at full time and Nwankwo 
Kanu scored a wonderful 'golden 
goal' to take them to the final. In the 


final against Argentina they also 
rallied to win 3-2. These two historic 
wins enabled Nigeria to believe in 
themselves. 

Powerful defender Taribo West, 
noted for his crunching tackles and 
who excelled for UEFA Cup 
champions Inter Milan this season 
said, "On skill and athleticism alone, 
we can probably beat allhut six or 
seven teams in the World Cup." 
Bustling forward Daniel Amokachi 
who has played for Everton in 
England and now for Besiktas in 
Turkey is of the opinion that, "Nigeria 
fears no team. We have shed the 
underdog mentality. We do not lose 
the match'in the dressing room. We 
feel we can match the best in the 
world. All of us play professional 
football for some of the leading clubs 
of the world and so we have faith in 
our abilities." 

The wealth of talent in the Nigerian 
team is amazing to behold. Their 
entire 22-member World Cup squad 
plays abroad. Third goalkeeper 
William Okpara is the only one from 
the African continent and even he 
plays for well known South African 
club Orlando Pirates. Of the 
remaining 21 players, 19 are from top 
European clubs including five in 
Spain, four each in France and Turkey 
and three in Holland. 

Defenders Ben Iroha and Uche 
Okafor play in Major League football in 
the USA. Playing in different countries 
has exposed the Nigerian players to an 
array of talent and has toughened 
them mentally. They are no longer in 
awe of the opposition. Also training 
with top professional clubs in the 
world has improved their fitness, 
tactical awareness and overall 
professionalism. 

Another major factor for Nigeria's 
improved showing is their canny 
journeyman coaQtt Bora Milutinovic. 
Leading his fourth team (earlier 
Mexico in 1986, Costa Rica in 1990 
and the USA in 1994), Bora's Immense 
experience and taaical acumen has 
enabled this highly talented Nigerian 
team to fulfil their potential. 
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Nigarian midfialdar Jay-Jw Okacba (r| jumpa 
with tha ball aa Bulgarian oalandar Gocha 
Guintcbav lodis on 

Praising the contribution of the 
coach, Viaor Ikpeba, the African 
Player Of The Year says, "He is helping 
us blend together and has convinced 
us of the advantages of being patient 
and disciplined." Patience and tactical 
discipline is what makes Nigeria of 
1998 so devastating and different 
from the previous talented teams of 
this continent. Nigeria, unlike 
Cameroon or Morocco, look good 
going forward and are firm in defence. 
In contrast, Japan and South Korea 
looked solid in defence but not so 
penetrative moving up. 

in the last couple of years,Nigeria 
has acquired a reputation like 
Germany of excelling in comebacks. 
Their innate seif belief, supreihe 
fitness and skills enable them to 


attack relentlessly in the closing 
minutes of a match. Despite being a 
cohesive unit they still regale the 
speaators with their skills. 

Austen, "Jay-Jay" Okacha is a 
conjurer in the midfield. He has the 
famous Puskas, "drag-back", deft 
body feints, a fascinating repertoire of 
dribbling skill;, allied with uncanny 
distribution. His midfield partner 
Sunday Oliseh packs a powerful shot. 
Lithe but lethal striker Victor Ikpeba is 
very fluid, mobile and evades his 
marker with quick turns and running 
off the ball. Finidi George on the right, 
Lawal on the left and Daniel 
Amokachi can all dribble at speed. 
With their slick passes, body 
movements and agility, Nigeria have 
entertained and unpressed by their 
power which has made them the 
favourite of the neutrals in France '98. 

In these days of crass 
commercialism and agnosticism. 


Nigeria's abiding faith in prayer 
should win them many fnends 
amongst religious Indians. Nigeria's 
group prayer is an integral part of their 
training. Each player is allowed to 
chant a prayer either loudly or in 
silence. 

Taribo West, the tough defender, 
chants in a slow rhythm, whereas 
Sunday Oliseh clears his mind of all 
thoughts and focusses on God. Some 
pray to Christ, some like Rashid Yekini 
to Allah but as Taribo West says, 
"Everybody believes in something. 

We pray for whatever we believe in. 
The important part is that it keeps us 
together, as a team and as a family." 

With their new found patience, 
tactical discipline, mental strength 
allied to their inherent speed, strength 
and stamina along with their prayer 
meetings has helped forge a team 
spirit that has made Nigeria believe 
that they can conquer the world. # 
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POSTCARDS " 
FROM FRANCE 

Snippets and anecdotes from the World Cup '98 


T he wily and experienced Spanish 
coach Javier Clemente said that 
there was nothing new in football. In 
terms of technique, he may be right. 
After all, in the last three decades, 
there has been little technical 
innovation, even at the greatest show 
of all, the World Cup. 

The legendary Brazilian winger, 
Garrincha set the trend for the 
deceptively curving free kicks, from 
1958 to 1966. Then in the 1974 World 
Cup, we witnessed the famous 
"Cruyff turn." Maradona's amazing 
dribbling in the 1986 World Cup was 
breathtaking, but not new. In France, 
a new trick with the ball, a new 
dribbling skill was witnessed. It was 
not done by some talented Brazilian, 
but by a little known Mexican winger, 
Cuauntemoc Blanco. When hemmed 
in by defenders near the touchline, he 
has the uncanny knack of wedging • 
the ball between his feet and leaping 
past a startled defender. The sheer 
ingenuity of this simple trick was a 
delight to behold. 

Commentators struggled to 
describe this unprecedented, fancy 
dribbling. Former England coach 
Terry Venables called it the "Blanco 
leap" or "Blanco bubble." However, it 
has become famous as the "kangaroo 
leap" or "bunny hop" dribble because 
Blanco leapt like a startled kangaroo 
or bunny rabbit with the ball wedged 
between his feet to evade his markers. 

F rance 98 has revealed not only 
some new dribbling skills but 
some ^afky, innovative football 
lingo. Foo^li speak has unearthed 


some new gems. Former Scottish 
international, Alan Hansen, working 
as an expert with the BBC, described 
the shaky, jittery Brazilian goalkeeper 
Taffarel, as a "dodge pot". 

When Prosinccki scored Croatia's 
sensational second goal against 
Jamaica, Ron Atkinson, an 
experienced manager with the 
Premier League clubs in England and 
now an expert with ITV, felt it was 
accidental. He said, Prosinecki would 
be telling "porkies" (lies) if he claimed 
that he had aimed for the goal instead 
of an attempted cross High free kicks 
which were scrambled into the net, a 
speciality of Norway, were described 
by "Big Ron" as ugly balls or ugly goals. 

J AMAICA'S Brazilian coach Rene 
Simoes is a man for all seasons, an 
inspirational coach, a philosopher, a 
computer wiz and is also deeply 
religious. He believes in playing good 
football and helps to spread the 
message of God. His favourite saying is 
"Faith moves mountains." His official 
team shirt is emblazoned with the 
message, "Jesus Saves." Jamaica were 
the only team with their own chaplain 
and he conducted services regularly for 
the squad. 

Simoes is like South Africa's 
high-tech cricket coach. Bob 
Woolmer. He plans for matches with 
the help of a lap-top computer in 
which is stored, some statistical 
software, perfected by a friend, used 
to dissea their rival's game. With such 
technological aids, Simoes explains to 
his squad how to mark key players in 
the opposition like Croatians Davor 


Suker and Robert Prosinecki and 
Argentinians Gabriel Batistuta and 
Ariel Ortega. This software told him 
which players fed the ball to Suker or 
Batistuta and from which direction. 

Simoes went high-tech to glean 
information aj)out important 
opposing players but it did not help his 
team much. Simoes the philosopher 
also has a theory that only countries 
which respond to music and dance 
can play quality football. He says 
Argentina has the Tango and Brazil 
the Salsa and this traditional fondness 
for music leads to an inherited 
rhythm, which leads to success in 
football. 

The Germans do not follow any of 
these trendy training methods but by 
their overad efficiency they make 
other teams dance to their tune. 
Simoes' unique theory would 
probably falter in India, which despite 
a rich tradition in music and dance is 
below 100 in the FIFA rankings. 

S urprise of surprises, Saudi 
Arabia had the most experienced 
squad in France 98. Their 22-member 
squad had an average of 57 caps. Next 
was the USA with an average of 50 
caps. England, Scotland and 
Yugoslavia had the most 
inexperienced squads with an average 
of 20 caps per player. The oldest team 
was Germany, with an average age of 
30, while the youngest sides were 
Argentina, Jamaica, Japan, South 
Korea, Morocco and Nigeria whose 
squads averaged 26 years. 

Many Brazilian aiayara optatf far ttw baM 
Ronaliio-look-afika hairalyiaa 





Omnia Bargkamp'i lataat addiction ia hit 
mobila phono, and lha two can taldom ha 
aaparatad 


L istening to music and playing 
golf were the favourite modes of 
relaxation of many players in the 
World Cup The tastes in music varied. 
The English and Scottish players 
enjoyed dance music, techno and rap. 
The Nigerians and players from 
Cameroon loved percussion music. 

Another favourite companion, or, as 
some cynics say, business necessity, is 
the mobile telephone. In fact, 
England's goalkeeper David Seaman, 
midfielder Paul Ince and Holland 
striker Denis Bergkamp are addiaed 
to their mobile phones So the two 
faithful companions of the players are 
the Walkman or Discman and the 
mobile phone. 


F or over a decade there has been a 
massive debate in India, whether 
to have a foreign coach or a 
home-based ilationai coach. 
Interestingly at the 1998 World Cup, 
only nine of the 32 teams had coaches 
from abroad, eight of those were from 
the Third World or the 
newly-emerging nations in football. 

Denmark is the only European 
nation to opt for a foreign coach. 
Sweden's Bo Johansson is the man in 
charge of the Danes. The only South 
American team with a foreign coach is 
the lesser known Paraguay They 
have the Brazilian Paulo Cesar 
Carpegiani as their national coach. 
Brazilians and Frenchmen are the 
coaches in demand. 

At France 98, there are three 
Brazilians coaching foreign countries. 
Rene Simoes with Jamaica. Carlos 
Alberto Parreira with Saudi Arabia 
and Carpegiani with Paraguay. The 
trio of the French foreign legion are 
Claude Le Roy with Cameroon, 
Philippe Troussier with South Africa 
and Henri Michel with Morocco The 
Polish coach Henri Kaspcrczak was 
with Tunisia and the widely travelled 
Bora Milutinovic IS with Nigeria. 

Milutinovic and Parreira have 
appeared in their fourth World Cup 
Finals and each time with a new 
coumry. Milutinovic has coached 
50 


Violtnca and English fans always go togothar. 
Franco 98 providod us anough proof of it 


Mexico in 1986, Costa Rica in 1990, 
hosts USA in 1994 and now Nigeria. 
Parreira was with Kuwait in 1982, 
UAE in 1990, champions Brazil in 
1994 and was with Saudi Arabia. 
Parreira has won the World Cup with 
Brazil in 1994 but Milutinovic's best 
finish has been a quarter final berth in 
1986 with Mexico. 


W EllAM SHAKESPEARE had 
said, “If music be the food of 
love, play on." Maybe it was this 
saying that prompted ma'ny coaches 
to use music to inspire their players ir 
the 1998 World Cup. At their training 
camp at La Boule, England's coach 
Glenn Hoddle, had different 
background music, from rap to hard 
rock to dance music, as his players 
warmed up and exercised at praaise 
sessions. 

Alme Jacquet, the taciturn French 


coach, made his players relax by 
listening to jazz music. Cameroon's 
French coach Claude Le Roy 
conducted practise sessions to the 
tune of the exotic "Djembe" music 
from Cameroon, whilst Brazilians 
trained to the complex rhythms of the” 
"Samba". Of course, the most 
colourful music came from the 
“Reggae Boyz" of Jamaica who 
warmed up to the distinctive sound o 
Reggae. 

Maybe India's national coach Syed 
Nayeemuddin should try the 
reverberating tunes of “bhangra" o 
“bhangra rap" to inspire the Indiar 
squad whilst training. 

I N the World Cup, some players ha 
weird hair-styles. However not in 
Argentina. Their coach Daniel 
Passarella is a strict disciplinarian. He 
has refused to pick players with long 
hair, or those who wore earrings or 
had homosexual preferences. 

Pasarella refused to compromise on 
principles and dropped ace playmaker 


Fernando Redondo who plays for Real 
Madrid, as the latter refused to cut his 
hair. A quarrel between two 
strong-willed individuals. 

Argentina was very popular 
in France and that was due to some 
excellent public relations by 
Passarella. At their team resort in L' 
'Etrat, a satellite village of St. Etienne, a 
mini-homeland had been created by 
the local population of 4,000 people. 
They had decorated the village blue 
and white, Argentina's colours and 
made the players feel relaxed and 
comfortable. 

D espite Michel Platini's fears, 
that m France there were only 
spectators and not supporters, there 
had been a lot of passionate support for 
their national team by French fans. 
Each win led to spontaneous dancing 
on the streets, the incessant blowing 
of horns and partying all night, but 
fortunately tio violence. The violence 
was caused by English fans. 

Jimmy Hill, BBC's experienced 
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ScottaiHTa goalkamr Jim Laigtrton (baiag 
comforta J hara by Braziliaa kaapar Tafhrai) 
waa lha oldaal playar at France M. Ha it 39 

football pundit, had an interesting 
suggestion to curb the mindless 
Jingoism of the neo-fascist Engiish 
youth who went abroad as fans and 
misbehaved in foreign countries. He 
said, “as they give a bad name to 
English football, they should be put in 
jail for five years, for each violent 
offence." He felt this would be a 
sufficient deterrent. 

J UST as the tastes in music were 
varied, there have been some 
distinaive hair-styles at France 98. 
The Jamaicans had their dreadlocks. 
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The Brazilians set a new trend of 
appearing totally bald, the Yul 
Brynner hair cut, adopted by Ronaldo 
and Roberto Carlos Holland's 
towering defender Jap Staam who has 
been transferred to Manchester 
United for a whopping 10 million 
pounds, a world record for a defender, 
Italy's midfielder Luigi Di Biagio and 
Jamaica's striker Dion Burton were 
also seen sporting the bald-is-cool 
look. 

The ageing but talented Colombian 
captain Carlos Valderramma also 
stood out with his fuzzy hair-do. 
Nigeria's talented play-maker Austin 
or Jay-Jay Okacha dyed his hair a 
bright orange. But the ultimate 


hair-style of France 98 were the 
extensions of the fiercely competitive 
Nigerian defender, Taribo West. Like 
colourful ribbons he had strands of 
hair or strings attached to his hair. In 
Nigeria's first match with Spain, he 
wore green coloured extensions and 
changed his colours for each match. 

E NGLAND'S Premier League Is 
seemingly the best in the world aS' 
it attracts the best talent. There were 
more English-based players at this 
World Cup than from any other 
country. Sixteen of the 32 teams had 
players who plied their trade in the 
Premier League or the 1st Division in 
England. 

Overall, there were 75 
England-based players at France 98. 
Spain and Italy were the next best 
with 70. The England-based 75 
players were distributed among the 
competing nations as follows: 

England 22, Norway 11, Scotland 8, 
Jamaica 7, Holland 5, Denmark 4, 
France 4, South Africa 3, Croatia 2, 
Romania 2, USA 2, Austria 1, 
Colombia 1, Germany 1, Italy 1 and 
Nigena 1. Chelsea, Manchester 
United and Tottenham Hotspur each 
had eight players from their squads in 
the 1998 World Cup 

P OLITICIANS basking m reflected 
glory is a common sight in any 
world sport. A lot of it was seen in 
France 98. Germany's highly 
respected Chancellor, Helmut Kohl 
visited the German training camp in 
France and extolled the players to give 
their best and bring glory to Germany. 
He spent time with each player and 
coach Bertie Vogts 
England's charismatic Prime 
Minister Tony Blair telephoned coach 
Glenn Hoddle on the eve of their first 
Group G match with Tunisia (England 
won 2-0) to wish the squad the best of 
luck and even discussed the playing XI 
with Glenn Hoddje. 

The Nigerian squad was told to 
excel to provide relief to the people of 
Nigeria grieving at the death of their 
President, General Abacha who died a 
few days before the start of France 98. 
Jamaica's Prime Minister, felt that a 





good show in the World Cup would 
enhance Jamaica's image and tourism 
prospects. 

However the ultimate political 
message was from the Romanian 
Prime Minister Radu Vasile. He put 
money on them to reach the 
semi-finals and has also promised to 
hand out bonuses to players for “good 
results." 

T he oldest player in France 98 was 
Scotland's goalkeeper Jim 
Leighton, who plays for Aberdeen in 
the Scottish League and is J9 years 
old. Prior to this World Cup, Leighton 
Gfmn Hoddia, the English coach, mod 
different mmic from rap to hard rock to dance 
mmic during practise sessions to inspire his 
players 


who has distinctive white paint over 
his eyebrows to prevent the 
perspiration from creeping in had 
played 85 times for Scotland. 

The youngest player is from the 
"Simba Lions" of Cameroon, their 
precocious 17-year-oId defender, 
Salomon Olembe. Young Salomon 
packs a ferocious shot and bristles 
with confidence. He is hailed as a 
future star and already plays for 
Nantes of France. Olembe has already 
set a unique world record. He is the 
youngest international ever to have 
played at the "Temple of Football," 
Wembley stadium, when he went to 
play against England in November 
1997. He was just 16 years old then. 

When Michael Owen of Liverpool, 



the youngest player ever to score for 
England, came off the bench as a 
substitute against Tunisia at Marseille, 
he became the third youngest player 
ever to actually play in the World Cup. 
Owen IS j ust 18 years old and is in 
illustrious company. Only the 
legendary Pcle and Norman 
Whiteside of Northern Ireland have 
played in the World Cup Finals at a 
younger age. They were 17 years old 
when they made theii debut. 

J OHN COLLINS, Scotland's 
graceful playmaker has written a 
French-English book which serves as 
an introduction to France and a guide 
to fans attending France 98. Collins 
who plays for Monaco F.C. in France 
endeared himself to the fans by taking 
a crash course in French to speak the 
language with reasonable fluency. He 
is so popular in Monaco that a recently 
published dictionary has been named 
after him 

T he most unforgettable and 
original quote of France 98 came 
from Jamaica's Brazilian coach Rene 
Simoes. Known as the 'Professor' he 
compared his team's chances to a 
fairy-tale. He said, “We arc the 
Cinderella of the World Cup trying to 
postpone the midnight hour for as 
long as possible." 


k 







T he London borough of Brent used 
the World Cup mania, to deploy a 
novel way to collect tax arrears. To try 
and recoup some of its missing 
millions in council tax arrears, they 
sent out thousands of ultimatums and 
summons with the threat that if 
people did not pay then the bailiffs 
would be sent around to confiscate the 
television sets 


I RAN adopted the most unusual 
method of preparing for their World 
Cup matches. The players underwent 
a three-hour religious ceremony, 
beating their chests and listening to 
fervent accounts of the sacrifices of 
Shite Muslims martyrs This was 
supposed to Inspire them to great 
glory in the matches ahead. 
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THE BULLDOG' 


The Paraguayan goalkeeper-cum-captain JOSE LUIS CHILAVERTis the 
force driving his team 


BY DHIMAN SARKAR 


S O occupied are they with the 
job of saving goals that 
scoring one from open play is 
not a thought that usually 
occurs to goalkeepers. Most would be 
shocked at such a suggesiion. More so, 
in a competition like the World Cup. 

It is not just because Jose Luis 
Chilavert loves shocking people that 
he cherishes such a dream. He has 
scored dozens of goals for club and 
country. Isn't it therefore natural to 
want one in the World Cup? If you are 
in sync with such logic you will also 
agree he has a point. 

In one season with his Argentinian 
club Velez Sarsfield, Chilavert scored 
against Boca Juniors, River Plate and 
Olimpia. And in the World Cup 
qualifying campaign, it was his 
free-kick from 25 yards against 
Argentina that gave Paraguay a fresh 
lease of life. Photographers behind the 
Argentine goal that night in Buenos 
Aires swear they saw goalie Burgos 
tremble even as Chilavert readied for 
the free-kick. The ball curled past the 


wall and slipped through his hands. 

In these times of 

greenback-induced regimentation, 
Chilavert is an anathema. He follows 
his own rules, be it eating or 'keeping. 
With the stakes always getting higher, 
sport is no longer'something you just 
enjoy. The temptation to do it your 
way thus has to be resisted—^willy 
nilly. It is a thought that would make 
generations of sportsmen cringe. 
Generations that threw up Nastase, 
McEnroe, Connors, Lillee, Botham 
and Best. Men who achieved so much 
without ever seeming to try. 

Their ilk is dead. Now Sampras, 
Hingis, Pollock and Batistuta rule. All 
supremely gifted and very successful 
but who, more often than not, look 
like robots programmed to win. 

Admiration for Diego Maradona 
stems from the fact that he was 
different. And wayward. He drank, 
womanised, snorted cocaine but still 
came up with sublime touches on the 
football field. Ditto for Paul Gascoigne 
and Romario. Gazza more than 
Romario was in the news for the 
wrong reasons. Yet Peter Shilton, 
Terry Venables and Bryan Robson 


blasted Glenn Hoddle for keeping the 
Middlesbrough magician out. And 
most Brazilians arc convinced Mario 
Zagallo should have retained 
Romario. It is the belief that despite 
obvious follies they can still dazzle 
that make them indispensable to 
these wise men. Adorable too, at least 
for some. 

Ditto for Paraguayan captain 
Chilavert. Like Gazza, Romario and 
Maradona he is larger thdn life. Like 
them, he has been at loggerheads with 
the establishment. He has poured 
vitriol on everyone, from the 
Paraguayan President to national team 
coach Brazilian Paulo Cesar 
Carpegiani. 

During the South American 
qualifiers, he spat at Colombian 
Faustino Asprilla and was banned for 
three matches. It was extended after 
he assaulted a rival team trainer. But 
Chilavert has a better sense of 
occasion than both Gazza and 
Romario. 

Not every Paraguayan may like him 
but none can ignore him. So 
overwhelming is this 33-ycar-old 
goalie's influence on the team it 
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prompted one hack to quip that he has 
psychic control over them. Another 
defined him as Paraguay's 
goaliq/captain/set piece expert and 
national hero before adding he 
probably makes tea for them at half 
time too. 

Chilavert is Paraguay's talisman, 
their totem pole. Not since the days of 
Maradona has a team rallied this 
much around a player; And that is as 
good as it gets. When he is not around, 
they looks rudderless. 

From chiding them, as he did to two 
defenders during the Nigeria match, 
to warning them against exuberance 
when they were leading Chilavert 
pulls all the strings from behind. 
Statements like "if they want war, 

^ they will get war" (before (he qualifier 
' versus Ecuador) too go a long way in 
revving upteam spirit. It also helps him 
live up to his 'Bulldog' tag 

He celebrates in style too. 

Remember his net grasping show of 
joy against Nigeria and a cool 
somersault after a goal. Chilaven is a 
showman who stands out in this era of 
television-induced hype. 

Built like an oak-tree, this 6 ft I in, 
81kg athlete has excellent sense of 
position, anticipation and an 
abundance of self-confidence. Against 
Bulgaria, m Paraguay's opening 
match, he kept out a Trifon Ivanov 
free-kick—the Balkan captain packs 
so much power into his shots that no 
distance, it is said, is too long for 
him—and then curled one himself 
which counterpart Zrdavkov tipped 
over. 

Against the marauding Spaniards 


Chilavert kept out the dangerous Raul 
Gonzalez's close-range effort with 
agility that belied his huge frame. 
Spain may have had a titanic end to 
their dreams but then you need to 
take your chances to survive. 

Paraguay then whipped a 
disinterested Nigeria—Chilavert 
conceded his first goal in that 
match—and finished second in their 
group. But for him and Denmark's 
Peter Schmeichel, goalkeeping has 
been fairly ordinary in this World 
Cup's first round. 

A safe pair of hands is what the 
doctor ordered for a team which bases 
its game on organised defending and 
then look's for quick breakaways. 


Gamarra, /vyala and Arce are the 
defensive kingpins with Benitez, who 
created quite a flutter against Spain, 
and Rojas the most likely goalgetters 
in their 3-5-2 format. Don't therefore 
look for too many goals from his 
team—^Paraguay won only two of 
their qualifying matches by more than 
one-goal—but count on it to put up a 
fight. Ask France. 

Chilavert continues the tradition of 
extraordinary goalkeepers from the 
continent of Jose Rene Higuita. The 
Colombian committed hara kiri in 
Italy eight years ago. There is no 
saying whether Chilavert will go 
Higuita's way but Paraguayans are 
willing to take the risk. 
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^ HOW DID ASIA 
““PERFORM? 

An analysis of the performances of SOUTH KOREA, JAPAN, 
SAUDI ARABIA and IRAN 
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IRAN 

Iran kept Asian eyes smiling and 
were the most tactically accomplished 
of the four Asian countries. Iran beat 
political rivals USA 2-1 in a needle 
Group F encounter, narrowly lost 0-1 
to Yugoslavia (a well placed free kick 
by Sinisa Mihajlovic did the damage) 
and lost to Germany 0-2 after holding 
the thrice former champions goalless 
till the 50th minute. 

Despite chopping and changing 
three coaches in six months, Iran has 


Iran parfonmd the bast among tho Asian 
nations. PIcturo shows tho aenon in tho Group 
F match botwaan Yugoslavia and Iran which 
tho hrmar won 1*G 

greatly benefitted from the 
experience of their 'foreign legion'. 
Three key players, striker Ali Daei and 
midfielders Karim Bagheri and 
Khodad Azizi play In the German 
Bundesliga. Daei, now sought by 
Bayern Munich and Bagheri last 
season turned out for Arminia 
Bielefeld while Azizi played for Koln. 
However, their most versatile player 
was 20'year-old Mehdi Mahdavakia, 
one of the finds of the World Cup. 

He was a quick, all-action 
midfielder-cum-winger with Pirouzi 
club who troubled even the Germans 
and Yugoslavs with his speedy, 
attacking forays. His speed, strength, 
measured crosses from the flanks and 
composure in the box was of the 
highest class. His amazing run from 
the halfway line and cool finish for the 
match-winner against USA was 
brilliant. Mahdavakia so impressed 
the talent scouts that he received 
offers from clubs in Spain, Italy and 
Germany. Bagheri who scored a 
staggering 17 goals in the qualifying 
stages impressed as a defensive 
midfielder who quickly broke into 
attack. Azizi, twice former Asian 
Player Of The Year had the confidence 
to run at defenders and cause them 
trouble. Burly and tall Nader 
Mohammedkhani was a tower of 
strength in defence with his timely 
tackles and soundness in aerial duels. 

Strength in defence, sound 
tackling, a well-organised midfield 
and the speed of their counter-attacks 
were the hallmarks ot Iran's game. 
Due to the international experience of 
Azizi, Daei and Bagheri, Iran showed 
more variety in attack than any of the 
Asian nations. Also, they coped with 
the physical aspect of football better 
than the other Asian nations. 

If Iran can maintain the same pace 
of development, it is a good augury for 
Asian football. Their players, like the 
Nigerians, are willing to travel abroad 
and play in competitive leagues which 
provide invaluable experience and 
mental toughness. 


JAPAN 

Japan, in their first-ever World 
Cup performed much more 
creditably, harassing both Argentina 
and Croatia before narrowly losing 
0-1 in both matches. In fact, Croatia's 
match winner by Davor Suker was 
scored only in the 75th minute. 
Argentina's match-winner by 
superstar Gabriel Batistuta came off a 
lucky deflection. In their last league 
match, Japan was expected to beat 
Jamaica but the Reggae Boyz 
triumphed 2-1. 

The colleaive mobility of Japan was 
impressive. They opted for a back 
three system with Ihara as a libero and 
relied on quick counter attacks. Their 
solid organisation enabled them to 
hold off the pressure and 
compensated for the lack of creativity 
upfront. 

Their 21 -year-old red-haired 
midfielder Hidctoshi Nakata, the 
Asian Player Of The Year displayed 
excellent vision, passing and 
possession skills. Nakata who has 
already written his autobiography, 
has attracted the attention of several 
European clubs. Nakata who is 5ft. 
lOin. tall and weighs 72 kgs at present 
plays for 'Bellmare Hiratsuka'. In 25 
matches for Japan, he has scored nine 
goals and at France '98, he was their 
main piaymaker. He also starred in 
Japan's memorable 1-0 win over 
Brazil in a league match in the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics. Other Japanese 
players to impress were attacking left 
back Naoki Soma, stopper back 
Masami Ihara, midfielder Motohiro 
Yarnaguchi and Nakayama of 'Jubilo 
Iwato' who scored Japan's first and 
only goal of the World Cup. 

The way Japan hustled Argentine 
piaymaker Ariel Ortega and Croatia's 
Robert Prosenecki off the ball was 
impressive. 

Teamwork, spirit, pace, and 
stubborn refusal to accept defeat were 
the mam aspeas of Japan's display in 
France, '98. They also moved the ball 
well out of defence. However, it was in 
the final third, that they lacked ' 
penetrative passes. With more 
international experience, they could 
develop this aspect of their game. 
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South Koroo.in fivo World Cup oppooroncoo 
hat novor won a match. Picturo tnowt Do 
Hoon Kim of South Koraa in on aoriai tuotio 
wMi Claudio Suaroz of Maxico. Moxico won 
3-1 

The advantage of playing against 
accomplished European and South 
American players in the J-League has 
ensured the rapid improvement of 
Japanese players. Coach Takeshi 
Okada admits, "Mentally, our players 
are much more professional now, 
thanks to the J League and the 
experience of the Asian qualifiers." 

Osvaldo Ardilles, the brilliant 
Argentine midfielder (who won a 
World Cup winner's medal in 1978) is 
now coaching in Japan. He said, "In 
ten years, look out fo.r Japan. They 
will be the best in Asia and a force to 
reckon with." 

Former England coach Terry 
Venables was also impressed with 
Japan's debut and felt that if they 
showed greater variety in attack, 
could be dangerous. He also felt that 
Japan coped with the physical aspea 
of football quite capably and their 
ability to run into attacking positions 
from the blind side was good. 

S8 


SOUTH KOREA 

South Korea, which has the best 
record in qualification amongst Asian 
nations, sacked coach Cha Bum-kun 
after the humiliating 0-5 loss to 
Holland. Cha had taken over as 
national coach in January 1997, after 
a disastrous Asia Cup under Park 
Jong-Hwan. 

A disciplinarian, Cha favoured the 
German tactical system of 3-5-2. He 
developed a new-look Korean squad, 
drawn from the most promising 
players of the 1996 Atlanta Olympics 
and the 1994 World Cup squad. He 
was not hesitant to experiment and 
introduced 18-year-old Ko Jong-So to 
the squad. Ko was the great new hope 
of Korean football. He made history 
when he first played for his country in 
January 1997 against Norway by 
being the youngest Korean 
international. He also banked on the 
proven prowess of striker Seo 
Jung-Won who plays for Strasbourg 
in the French League and left footed 
playmaker cum free kick specialist Ha 


Seouk-Ma. 

Sadly for the coach, all his key 
players flopped. Seo Jung-Won and 
Ko did not play upto expectations. 
Defender Hong Myong Bo, considered 
the best Korean player of his 
generation, was also exposed against 
Holland. Ha Seok-Ju after scoring 
with a memorable, free kick against 
Mexico was shown the red card 
within the next two minutes. The 
Koreans never recovered from this 
setback, lost their composure and 
were outwitted by the crafty 
Mexicans who used the width of the 
field to take advantage of their 
numerical superiority. Mexico 
brought on an extra attacker to score 
thrice inthe second half and win 3-1. 

Similarly, South Korea matched the 
talented Dutch till 38 minutes, but 
then caved irrto the sustained 
brilliance of Holland's attacking play 
to lose 0-5. The Korean defence 
showed familiar failings, fraility in the 
air and naivety in the defence 
organisation. 

The Korean coach got criticised for 
playing in the German system of 
3-5-2. But it was this system which 
had got Korea through to the World 
Cup finals. When they reverted to the 
flat back four, against Belgium under 
the tutelage of new coach 
Kim Pyun-Seok, they appeared more 
comfortable and managed a I -1 draw. 
It was once again a case of two 
setbacks, causing rumbling in the 
ranks, dissatisfaaion and later 
dismissal of the coach. 

South Korea's preparation had 
been quite meticulous. They had 
travelled to Europe and played several 
friendlies. Yet, for all their speed, 
fitness, renowned fighting spirit and 
sustained success in Asian footbali, 
they remain an enigma in the World 
Cup. They have never fulfilled their 
potential in the World Cup and after 
their fifth World Cup campaign, are 
still in search of their first win. 

Besides this inability. South Korea's 
biggest disappointment was not 
gaining respea in France. Pacy striker 
Seo Jung*Won said, "We host the 
next World Cup and it is essential that 
we leave a positive impression about 





South Korean football." However, to 
the dismay of their players, fans and 
coaches, the only impression left 
behind of Korean football was that 
they were worthy triers but little else. 

SAUDI ARABIA 

In France '98, the biggest 
disappointment was Saudi Arabia. 
They came with great expectations, a 
seasoned Brazilian coach Alberto 
Carlos Paneira, a niggardly defence, 
and a reputation of being the 
'Germany of Asia'. 

Also, there was the confidence of 
two wins in USA '94. However, this 
time, the Saudis came crashing down 
to earth. In Group C, they lost 0-1 to 
Denmark, 0-4 to France and held 
South Africa to a 2-2 draw. The 
free-flowing attacking skills and 
languid style, slow build ups and 
sudden acceleration seen in Saudi 
Arabia's play, four years ago, was 
missing. 

They were ultra-defensive. 
25-year-old striker Sami-al-Jaber 
rated as one of Asia's most 


The biggact disappointiiwirt amony tha Aaian 
nations was Saudi Arabia. Thav failad to Ihra 
up to thair raputation of boing tfio ‘Garmany of 

Asia' 

accomplished forwards and Saeed 
Al-Owairan, known as the 'Desert 
Maradona', disappointed. Goalkeeper 
Mohammed Al-Deayea, also 
considered one of the best in Asia, was 
weak against crosses. 

Their defensive tactics kept 
Denmark at bay till midway through 
the second half. France was also 
contained well in the initial quarter of 
the game. However, once 
Mohammed Al-Khlawi was shown 
the red card, somewhat harshly, in the 
20th minute, Saudi Arabia just 
capitulated. They did not show the 
'German mentality', of being able to 
fight against all odds. Talented 
defenders like left back Hussein 
Sulaimani, stopper Ahmed Jamil 
Madani and right back Mohammed 
Al-Jahani belied expectations. It 
seemed that the Saudi players were 
unhappy with Carlos Alberto 
Farreira's tight defensive formation. 

There was also constant 


interference by the Saudi Football 
Federation and the royal family who 
are avid supporters of the game. After 
the 0-4 loss to France, an emergency 
meeting was held in Pans at which it 
was decided to cancel Parreira's 
contraa with immediate effect. No 
reason was cited but it was widely felt 
that Carlos Alberto Parreira who led 
his country to World Cup triumph in 
the United States in 1994 was made a 
scapegoat for Saudi Arabia's lack of 
success 

Thus, for the last Group C league 
match vs South Afnca, he was 
replaced by a Saudi Arabian, 
Mohammed Al-Kharashi, the 10th 
Saudi coach in the last three years. A 
bitter Parreira lashed out and said, 
"This is not the way to build a team to 
be very successful." 

Such over-reaction, muddled 
thinking and constant interference by 
National Federations is not helping in 
the development of Asian football. 
After Saudi Arabia, it was South 
Korea's turn tp dump their coach after 
two successive defeats. 

Novy Kapadia, France 
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SEEtNG RED ““ 

Referees have stringently applied the red card for tackles from behind. Is 
this good or bad for football? 


I NCREASING the size of the 16th 
World Cup from 24 to 32 
countries intensified the sense of 
an international carnival. 
Meanwhile, FIFA, in their wisdom 
and desire to make the last World Cup 
of the 20th century, an unforgettable 
tournament, decided to ban the tackle 
from behind. This decision was taken 
by the International Board, which 
decides on all the rules governing 
football. FIFA fully endorsed the 
decision. 

Sepp Blatter, the newly elected 
FIFA president in a press conference at 
Paris justihed the new ruling by citing 
medical evidence. He said that, “A 
FIFA study showed that 60 per cent of 
injuries suffered by players are ankle 
or Achilles heel Injuries which usually 
result from tackles from behind. 

Marco Van Basten had to end his 
career when he was only 28 or 29 
because he had been the victim of too 
many violent tackles. We don't want 
to see such a thing happen again." 
Blatter's views were supported by the 
French coach Aime Jacquet and the 
German coach Bertie Vogts. 

The consequence of this new ruling 
was massive apprehension m the 
minds of the players prior to the 
commencement of the tournament. 
Many of the participating nations 
asked their World Cup nominated 
referees to instruct the players on the 
new legislation on the tackle from 
behind. 

England, for instance, invited their 
World Cup referee Paul Durkin for 
special sessions at both their training 
headquarters Bisham Abbey outside 
London and at La Boule in France. 
Durkin showed the players' FIFA's 
special video in which tackles in 
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previous matches which only got a 
yellow card would now be deemed a 
red card offence. 

Teddy Sheringham, England's 
striker aptly summed up the feelings 
of the players when he said that, "Paul 
Durkin put the fear of God into us 
when he refereed us at Bisham before 
the tournament. He told us how the 
refs would be very stria." 

In the initial matches, it was 
obvious that the players were 
cautious. It was noticeable that when, 
for instance, Ronaldo, Denilson and 
Cafu were running with the ball, 
defenders held off them. Sliding 
tackles were at a minimum. The fear 
faaor made it a more attacking World 
Cup in the initial phase. 

For the first time in three decades 
there were three goals in the opening 
match, when Brazil beat Scotland 2-1 
in a group A match and, on the same 
day, Norway and Morocco drew 2-2. 
Former England manager Bobby 
Robson aptly remarked on TV that, 
"the faa that players think they can 
get sent off for something silly has led 
to self-restraint." 

However, despite the fears of the 
players, the referees showed 
remarkable presence of mind and 
restraint. There was not the prediaed 
plethora of yellow and red cards after 
the first week of play. After a week of 
matches there were 62 bookings and 
three red cards in 18 matches, the 
same average as the major leagues In 
Europe. 

Of the dismissals, Anatoli Nankov 
of Bulgaria received two yellow cards, 
both of which were for quite serious 
fouls against Paraguay. Nankov felt 
the second booking was for a harmless 
tackle but the Saudi Arabian referee 
A. Rahman A1 Zeid rightly interpreted 
it as a tackle from behind. 

Holland's burly striker Patrick/ 


Kluivert was harshly treated, sent off 
lor pushing Lorenzo Stafens of 
Belgium with his elbow. Later it 
transpired that Kluivert reaaed 
strongly because Stalens made some 
derogatory personal remarks and 
called him a rapist. 

Kluivert had been accused and 
acquitted of rape in Amsterdam. The 
referee Pierluigi Collina of Italy can be 
excused for this lapse as it is not 
possible for him to hear all the 
remarks that are exchanged in the 
game. However Stalen's histrionic 
over-reaction led to Kluivert's 
dismissal and subsequent suspension 
for the next two league matches. 

Stalen fell clutching his face as if 
pole-axed when he had just been 
nudged in the chest by an enraged 
Kluivert. This was an off the ball 
incident and Coilma consulted his 
assistant Emmanuel Zammit of Malta 
who indicated that Kluiven had used 
his elbow. 

Maybe, if the officials had recourse 
to football's equivalent of a 'Third 
Eye', they would have realised that 
Stalens had delibertately over-reaaed 
and should have been booked for 
feigning injury. South Korea's Ha 
Seok-Ju got sent off for a tackle from 
behind against Mexico. Again, it was a 
case of the Austrian referee Gunter 
Benko strictly applying the FIFA 
guidelines on the clampdown on the 
tackle from behind. 

The overall standard of supervision 
had been quite good. There were 
some excellent decisions and 
co-ordination between the referee 
and the assistant referees. For instance 
in the group B league game between 
Chile and Austria, Marcelo Salas' 

task .hi Ha. A* Savlli KoraM goal woftr 
amtat Maxiea la kaing afcowtt Hm 1*4 card fer 
akarah taekla aa a Maxiaaa {riayar 
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tecoiuiatt«nipM Headet wa» Mved 
by the Atutrteil goalkeeper 
Konset v»hodra|gted the ball natroi^y 
acoMi the Me. TV replays showed the 
beQ had Just gone across. 

It was a close call, but afteta Qttldt 

xtod of approval from his asidStaht 
referee, the Aussie tefdree Edward 
Lennie signalled for the goal. Ifi the 
cracking match between Spain and 
Nigeria in which thd 1996 Olympic 
champions Nigeria won d‘*X the 
American referee Esfandlar Bahamast 
frequently applied the advantaf^ rule 
which led toafree-flowii^di^lay of 
enthraUIng, attadclng football. 

Yet there were some 
Inoonsistencies. For instance, 
Masiayoshi Okada of Japan was qtdte 
lenient in penalising the Tunisiani 
who Indulged in a lot of nudging (rtM 
behind, shirt-tugging and body 
obstruction in their 0-2 loss to 
England. 

The most glaring error was by the 
Russian referee Nikolai Levtokov in 
the Brazii vs Morocco matdi. 
Frustrated at Brazil's overwhdmlng 
superiority, the Moroccan defender 
Said Chlbha idanted his studs onto 
Ronaldo's thighs, very near his groin. 
The Brazilian superstar writhed in 
agony. However referee Levinkov 
allowed Chlbba to walk away 
scot-free without even a yellow card. 
Italy got a fortuitous pen^ kids 
equaliser against Chile in their 2-41 
draw. However that was a case pf 
interpretation of the incident. 

Then Sepp Blaner and Michel 
Platini stirred a hornet's nest by their 
stem warning to referees who were 
not enforcing tire dampdown cm the 
tackle from behind. Blatter talked in 
draconian terms about sending 
referees back home if there was lio 
crackdown on jdayers who tackled 
from behind- 

Confusion reigned on the pitd>, 
after this harsh wanMg. Referees got 
ultra-cautious. The day after nFA'i 
ultimatum, five red cards wmi dished 
mit in Just two nutchesk Sortie felt it 
was a^t^ofpo^ Justice. jHatinifiad' 
s^npfl^ffiatterisplea fin stricter 
interpRtadoti of t^iawjtndMlhe 
sM^^ghV thegnu^Pfiaich.staT 



ipivn Mvwvw mnw iUMwn M 


Ztoedipe Zidane, was shown the red 
Olid by the Mexican referee Arturo 
RrhSo CariCffoea tout agahiri a Saudi 
Arslan htagroup Cleague 
match, 


m the sgfntmetdi, carter dismtsse 
a SauaAmta N0p|>fi>}>a<^ 
MotuimmiNl iMmst gftff 


overiaq^Mg left-back Lizaiazu near 
the comer flag. Ws outstretched foot 
caughttbe boot of the speedy 
Uzamzu, who stumbled in the 
process. It was no way an intentional 
foul and certainly not a malidous cme. 
By this dismissal the matdi as a 
contest was oveivSaudi Arabia were 
reduced to ten men in the 20th minute. 

Previouidy, referees always used 
,comm<m sense. But thlsapproach has 
beat swept away by FIFA's r^ 
lil^stenoeon i^lyirigthe letter ofthe 
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* ]||w. This does not bode w«ll for the 

^ture of football. Some 
commentators were apprehensive 
that football woijild go the way of 
basketball, where any contact at all is 
frowned upon, and often penalised. 

Hie whole nature of an inherently 
pbV^cal game could be changed and. 
In doing so, could lose an integral part 
of its appeal. Football without contact 
is like love without passion. Some of 
the great tacklers of the past like 
current Argentine manager Daniel 
Passarella, Hans Peter Briegel of 
Germany, Claudio Gentile and Marco 
Tardelli of .Italy's 1982 World Cup 
winning team would have been 
handicapped by such a ruling and 
been much less effective. . 

' ^ On the other hand, excessively 

harsh and dangerous tackles should 
be regularly penalised. In addition, 
neither should those guilty of such 
offences be glorified in the manner of 
Chelsea's 70s defender, "Chopper" 
Harris or, more recently, ’ ^ 
ex-Wimbledon "hard-man" Vlrmle 
Jones who even has a video of his 
worst tackles. The macho image of 
football should not extend to 
celebrating dangerous play but the 
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physical aspect of tlie game caruiot be 
denied. 

In some cases, football matches 
became like a hockey match with 
constant whistling and hold-ups. The 
Colombian referee John Jairo Tdfro 
Rendon made the second half of the 
group C league match between 
Oenmaik and South Africa farcical by 
his over-zealous interpretation of the 
rule-book. He sent off two Danes and 
a South African for what seemed like 
minor offences. In the process he 
became the first referee in 44 years In 
the World Cup to send off thrM 
players from ^e field. 

Also, as former England coach and 
nv expert Terry VenaUes said, 'Uohn 
Rendon seemed gleeful in the way he 
rushed to show the red cards." 

Ironically it was not a dirty' 

lU-tempffed match peppered with 
niggling fouls. Denmark commUmd 
only eight fouls In ^ whole miitch. ■ 
(mm whidi Uiey ware shown t^o rmj^ I 
8^ four yttk»wcarda*Hiae^ 


statistic. 

Whatls the whist|M>appy - 
Rendon sowed the se^ ttfdoul^sm 
confusion In the mlndi of d)e|i|ai^ra»; 
Hayers becamjS ; 

one of the commentafon remark^ it 
was like watching "playground 
football." 

What is equally dangerous fr thkt 
players from both teams h^e started, 
indulgfrig in histrionics to get an 
opponent booked, 'fhe Danes fi^ that 
the massive South African stt^p^r 
Lucas Radebe over-reacted ton tadcle 
m Older to get Deniiuudc's forward 

Miklos Molnar expelled froth dra 

ground. 

Similarly, later in the match, 

Radede was shown die yeUow^hrd for 
a lunging tadde on Brian Laudrap 


FIFA wanted to 
eliminate the 
destructive image of 
football, bring back the 
glory of attacking play 
to the fore-front, let the 
dribblers run riot. Hence 
the decision to ban the 
tackle from behind 


which left ^ bimerniimUl^ 
heap to the lioor. Itadede 
Brian Uhdr^ hadexi^gldaiied the 

impadtdf dia and 



cancfotnforateifidtyershir:: 
hlstriimfo ddjSstqinfiuA:^^ 
referee aii^siri)damhfo( Mis. • 
There is ahIjpforicW b 

this dedsim die 

tadde frmn behl^ The 
ultfa-defenslve tairifr4|Bd hiw 

at itilUi'90 fboth 
vfo die penidty 

FiPhtodKda^^df^i^v^. : 
defensive fodth^-^gpafiQ)^ 



. The l^Abfg«dgs felt that If this 
.trend, vondipedr friture generations 
'Wmdd 1 ^ dfrdluBhmed with football. 


‘ thfr entaUs. Foodiafi fri the 90s Is a 
bnifzl^fmd It isaai^^ 
money as anything eiw. 

Ah imppitant dedsk^^ udceh 
afrerdie.I^WortdCiip,lla V : 
defemter tth^hfr feet to pasad^. 

iroid^nmusehlshapdsto cori^ 
ball ite wDuldhave to kick it tfite s^y 
outftridj;day«.thfrrulecertalidy 
qulckcned'play. > 

For the |944 Worid^, FIFA 
introducedandther ruletll an 
anaddi^Idayer was parallel with the 
{astdefonderhewasnotofr-dde, Also, 
dan attacker was tertmght (fown vrhUe 
on hfr vmy to goal, then du» def eriifor 
oQUldbei^m 

thtee rides cmainly increased die 
ariaddng fompo of internatlo^ 
fomball. ■ 

. Howevtar, still inany key forw*^ 
like die legendary Dutch striker 
Marco V«i Hasten were prematurely 
retiring from the game due to ankle 
Ihinries inflicted by savage taddel 
from beidnd by defenders, fri fact. Van 
Hasten is so disenchaniecrby the 
Inluries he has suffered from football 
dun he has <ut himseff off from the 
gune. nFA even Invited Van Basfoh:; 

,tip attend a dofolererice and shard his' * 
tddiwondmfaddf frdmbebfodbut 
gota^rafusedi ,Ddfd)ling,whic^ 
fa the most jriichanttog skill to foodsiq 
was becoming scarce. Mod^ footWo 
was bcipQih^dll about wprk-tate^and 
padehtpofaifariPnfmd bufid-falfa-.:, 
1 |fA. ws^tpd ipditah^ 
destiucdW image of fbotlfal^ 
baric the glory, ofattaddngptey to the 
'foterfitmt fat'diedrfobleiaiitib riot. 
Henix dieifocfaifm toba&jtfaf tac^ 
frmrilfahlnii. 

Friun '98 onwards, t^faiiUtmnatk: 
puniduoeritfor a mc^fo^behiifal 
fa the icd cv4 ih».matnn wh(^ 
offence mayhgVfat^^coimiiituidon 
thepi^. {fohMrii:d>eseri|i^^ 
been beifat^ iihd hatv t^ee^ 
thegefne;^>fa.<|p^wfa^aDytaricle . 


, ra‘»‘c '1.7'' 
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I NSTEAD of a series of nuclear 
blasts, if we had produced a team 
of the calibre of Nigeria, we would 
have won the world's appreciation. 
Instead, we are now left facing the 
world's condemnation. 

Nigeria, despite having a brutal 
military dictatorship, received 
universal kudos for their display 
against Bulgaria. 

Increasingly, it is through sport that 
countries shape their image on the 
international stage. What is Brazil 
without its footballing genius? It is 
nothing but a Third World country 
which has treated its native Indian 
population of the Amazon region with 
unmitigated brutality. But who 
knows or cares about that? Or what 
was Argentina without Maradona? 

Before the advent of the soccer 
maestro, Argentina had a very 
negative image. A military junta had 
forcibly taken power in 1976 and 
killed thousands of its own people 
over several years. Then Maradona 
came along, to excite and inspire his 
country (the Junta was overthrown) 
as well as the world. 

The World Cup is the greatest 
sporting event of them all. However, 
India is nowhere on the Asian football 
scene, let alone the world. But this has 
not prevented millions of our 
countrymen, including myself to still 
think we are a great country. Sadly, 
the grandeur exists only in our minds 
and has no basis in reality. 

When we see those immeasurably 
high standards set in the World Cup, 
we can only laugh with derision at our 
Bhaichungs and Vijayans, strutting 
about on our national stage. The harsh 
fact; they have no international 
reputation whatsoever. They are 
simply Big Fishes in a small pond. 

The puzzle is this: how come they 
seem so satisfied in playing in the IFA 
Shield, the Philips National League 
and the SAF Games where the 
standards are so abysmal. Don't they 
ever get a desire to test their skills 
against superior opposition? 

Most of the players in the African 
teams play in the European leagues. If 
Ihey can play there, why can't 
Bhaichung and Vijayan? Is it that 
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impossible for our players to get a 
look-in? 

If they think Europe is a hard nut to 
crack, why can't they try the Asian 
leagues? The J-League in Japan could 
be worth an attempt. 'There are also 
lucrative and highly competitive 
leagues in Malaysia and Singapore. 

An exposure abroad will change the 
mind-set of our players. They could 
learn the latest methods of playing 
and training. This will reduce their 
dependence on creatively stagnant 
talking heads like P.K. Banerjee and 
Amal Dutta, whose only exposure to 
top class international football at 
present is by watching TV. Yet that 
does not prevent them from 



Bhaichmig Bhutia: Big Fish in a small pond 

pontificating in the media about what 
is wrong with this European team or 
that South American team. The 
added incentive for our footballers is 
that if they make a mark abroad, they 
can earn in lakhs of dollars, in the 
manner of Leander Paes, instead of in 
rupees as they are doing now. 

As for us Indian fans, we were left 
rooting for African, Asian and Latin 
American teams like Nigeria, 
Cameroon, Tunisia, Morocco, Iran, 
Japan, South Korea, Paraguay, Chile, 
Brazil and the like. 

This World Cup has clearly shown 
that the gap between the footballing 
powers and the rest is narrowing fast. 
It is a matter of time before the whites 
are overtakeij, there are so 

the European 


teams). The next century, 
footballing-wise, could well belong to 
Latin America and Asia. Will India be 
counted as a power then? 

The bomb, despite the deafening 
shouts of Jingoism it produced, has 
not hidden one singular fact: we are a 
horribly mediocre nation with no 
world class standards in any 
discipline, including sports, V. Anand 
notwithstanding. * 

Can we have a mental and social 
revolution? Can we Indians make an 
impact at a future World Cup? Can we 
go to a tournament and wave our 
Indian flag without people coming up 
and asking, with a perplexed frown, to 
which country we belong to. 

Can we have a coach sitting on the 
sidelines at a World Cup football 
match instead of lounging around in a 
multi-coloured lungi and white 
banian on a sofa in his house, 
thousands of kilometre^ away from 
the scene of action, watching the 
game goggle-eyed on TV and aaing 
like a grey eminence? 

Will there come a time when the 
nation will put out a red carpet 
welcome for a magnificent 
performance by our football team till 
the QUARTER FINALS of the World 
Cup. It sounds like a crazy dream, isn't 
it? 

In the current national mood of 
futility and despair (and very high 
prices), nothing is possible. 

Everything is in a mess. Our 
politicians play with fire and 
everybody suffers as a result. So when 
one talks of making an impact at the 
World Cup, acquaintances shake their 
heads and point their finger at the side 
of their foreheads, turning it around 
in the manner of a drill, and say that I 
am a little cracked and am living in a 
fantasy world of my own. 

Which is, of course, true. Maybe, 
not the cracked but definitely the 
fantasy pan. As a friend stated 
matter-of-factly, "Nothing is going to 
happen in our lifetimes. So save your 
breath and let's go to 'Baskin 
Robbins', check out the chicks and 
have an ice cream. It might cool down 
your brain a biti" 

Shevlin Sebastian 
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Despite rain almost wrecking the 
tournament, India wins the Singer-Akai 
Nidahas Trophy in Sri Lanka 









(Top)T1ia winning run continun.-.TIn 
Indian cricket team thanks ta the valiant 
effarta ef Sachin Tendulkar, wan the 
Singer Akai Nidahat toaphy after 
defeating basts Sri Lanka in the final 

(LaftlWhy ths crickat beards af the 
sub-cantinant erganisa* 
teurnamants during the mansean menths 
defies lfflaginatien...ihe rasuit is 
prassurs an the players, disillusienad 
spsctatars, and af ceurse rain drancbad 
empty stadiums 

(Right)Tha way tha ceekia cmmblad. The 
final was a tsnss affair and ceuld have 

K na aitbar way, but the Sri Lanka tail 
It did net wag. Hara Bandar^lleka 
departs far nought run aut 
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(ToplAravinda Da Silva la all 
aitantion aa Tandulkar 
axplaina to him the finar 
pointa of tho art of batting 

(Top middlolAzharuddin, 
Ranatunga and Staphan 
Flaming (hiddan) raiio thair 
raspactiva flags at the 
opaning coromony 

(Top, sxtrama right)Sacliin 
Tondulkar-128, Saurav 
Ganguly-109... tha rasult a 
world rocord partnorship of 
2S2 for tho first wickot 

(RightlHarbhajan Singh and 
Nayan Mongla also had thair 
momonts umisr ths sun. Nora 
Mongla stumps Horns off 
Harbnajan's bowling 

(Extromo rightlRobin Singh 
imprassod with his subtio 
variation of paca and claimod 
a faw scalps. Hora ho Is 
bosiogod by autograph 
huntsrs 
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STORY 

An hour by hour 
account of what caused 
RONALDO to have a 
breakdown on the day 
of the World Cup Final 
This mystery has been 
the story of the World 
Cup 


I T started as a tale of two 

team-sheets. On the day of the 
World Cup Final, the first 
team-sheet was released at 7.48 
p.m., a little over an hour before the 
kick-off. Suddenly, there was a buzz at 
the press tribune at the majestic Stade 
de France, as the team- 
sheet revealed that 
Edmundo was in and 
Ronaldo was out 
of Brazil's 
starting 
eleven for 
the Final. 
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STORY 

pl^ This confirmed the rumour or talk 

amongst the Brazilian media that 
pq Ronaldo may miss the Final. There 
was a flurry of activity to find out the 
cause of this sensational omission. As 
^ the media personnel scattered heller 
skelter to check the facts, the 
Q team-sheet was withdrawn, with the 
excuse that there was a printing error. 

Then at 8,18 p.m., a new list was 
^ handed out. Ronaldo was re-instated. 
Officially, it was later stated that 
Ronaldo had been cleared to play by 
the Brazilian medical staff 45 minutes 
before the kick-off. What happened in 
the period of time between the release 
of the two team-sheets and what 
really went wrong with the world's 
best player on the day of the Final still 
remains an enigma. 

Theories ranging from a secret love 
agony, an epileptic fit, stomach pains, 
pain-killing drugs for a troublesome 
knee injury or an ankle injury which 
made him groggy, stress-related 
panic, heart tests and brain scan have 
flooded the media in both Italy 
(Ronaldo plays for Inter Milan) and 
Brazil. The Ronaldo mystery remains 
the story of the World Cup. 

Here is an hour by hour or blow by 
blow account of what really happened 
on that fateful Sunday (July 12) in 
Paris: A little after noon, at 12.10 p.m. 
to be exact, Ronaldo, again struggling 
with knee problems, returned to room 
209 of the Chateau de Grande 
Romaine hotel after a lengthy 
treatment with teammate Roberto 
Carlos for a siesta. This was scheduled 
to last until 4 p.m. 

However, the siesta period, 
necessary to calm nerves was 
disturbed at 2 p.m. At that fateful 
hour, Ronaldo collapsed. Roommate 
Roberto Carlos witnessed Ronaldo 
having convulsions and made an 
emergency call to summon the 
Brazilian team doaors. Soon, panic 
gripped the entire Brazilian squad. 
Hotel direaor Paul Chevalier claimed 
he heard n'umerous shouts of "He's 
Dead!" 

In a minute or so. Dr. Joaquim 
Malta rushed to Ronaldo's room and, 
along with teammate Cesar Sampaio, 
freed Ronaldo's tongue. Ronaldo was 
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having convulsions and the doaor 
cleaned saliva from his mouth. The 
star striker started to breathe at 2.15. 
There was a brief calm as Ronaldo told 
the anxious onlookers that he was 


However, Zagallo suddenly 
received a phone call from the 
president of the Brazilian Football 
Federation (CBF), Mr Ricardo 
Teixeira, stating that Ronaldo was on 


ana at his mother's house in Rio De Janeiro during a party to celebrate her21st birthday 


feeling better. There was a brief lull 
before the storm. Ronaldo tried to go 
back to sleep, with the team doctors 
staying in the room, but the nap lasted 
just 15 minutes. 

The multi-million pound 
goal-scorer was examined once again 
by the medicos at 2.30 p.m. and 
allowed to rest. However, he was 
restless and woke up again at 2.45 
p.m. He took a bath and spoke to Dr 
Matta and Roberto Carlos. 

Confused at what took place. Dr 
Matta phoned the Clinique de Lilas in 
Paris at 5.10 p.m., to report what 
happened to a panel of French 
doctors. As Ronaldo was still feeling 
groggy, it was decided to carry out a 
series of neurological examinations 
on the player. 

Meanwhile, the rest of the Brazilian 
squad left for the Stade de France, 
venue of the biggest sporting event on 
the planet, the World Cup Final. At 
5.50 p.m. with a special police escort, 
Ronaldo was rushed to the hospital to 
undergo tests, accompanied by Dr 
Matta and two security guards. The 
congested Paris streets delayed the 
journey. 

At 6.20 p.m. Ronaldo reached the 
hospital and was examined by three 
top French specialists. He signed 
autographs for the hospital staff, then 
underwent a series of tests, including 
a heart probe and a brain scan. In a 
little over an hour, the tests were 
completed. At 7.40 p.m. Ronaldo and 
his entourage left the clinic for the 
stadium. The journey took 25 minutes. 

Meanwhile, there was feverish 
activity in the Brazilian dressing 
room. Mario Zagallo told the rest of 
the squad that, in 1962, Brazil won 
the World Cup without Pele and now 
they could do it without Ronaldo. 
Zagallo removed Ronaldo's name 
from the team-sheet and replaced him 
with frontman Edmundo. 


his way back to the stadium and must 
play. 

A harassed and over-wrought 
Zagallo was now perplexed. Ronaldo, 
meanwhile, arrived at the stadium, 
met the Brazilian medical commission 
and said he was ready to play. 
Accompanied by Dr Toledo and Dr 
Matta, he started to warm-up in the 
dressing room. 

Suddenly, the dilemma on whether 
to include Ronaldo in Brazil's starting 
line-up provoked arguments among 
the players in the dressing room. It 
was bedlam. Everybody had an 
opinion. The Brazilian squad just lost 
their concentration, in this brief 
period and were just not mentally 
focussed for the biggest game of their 
lives. 

No wonder they were lacklustre in 
the opening half, in which France 
scored twice. Edmundo admitted that, 
"As a result of this crisis, our 
psychological preparation was 
affected." The medical staff attached 
to the Bmzilian squad insisted that 
Ronaldo should be left out or maybe 
brought on in the second half, as he 
had suffered a convulsion hours 
before the match. 


rheories r<iiij;in.u from 
A sot i ei love <ijioiiy, All 
epilept it lit, st om,it h 
p.iins, p<iin-l<iilint4 
tlriiys (or cl 
t roiililesome knee 
injury or .in .inkle 
injnry whit li m.ule 
him jpoyjiy, 
si ress-rel.ifetl fi.init, 
he. 1 t I I esi s .mtl lir.iin 
s< .in h.i\ e f loodeil I he 
medic) in hoth It.ily .nid 
IP .1/11 


Skipper Dunga later said, "Initially, 

I was against his inclusion." Edmundo 
who had to mentally prepare himself 
to play was also raging mad that now 
he was again going to be dropped. A 
group of players led by Leonardo felt 
he should play. Dunga admitted that 
"there are differences of opinion even 
in a family of four, so it's normal this 
should be the case in a group of 60 
people." 

Then came the ultimatum. A 
delegation acting on behalf of, some 
say, the Brazilian football overlord, 
Joao Havelange, the outgoing FIFA 
president, or his son-in-law, Ricardo 
Teixeira or the team sponsors Nike 
(this accusation has since been denied 
by the sportswear company) insisted 
that Ronaldo should play. 

Many Brazilian journalists felt that 
Nike had pressurised Zagallo through 
Teixeira. Later Dunga added fuel to 
fire by criticising team officials for 
overruling the doctors opposed to the 
striker's selection for the Final. 
Ronaldo announced he was fine and 
was given the green signal to play. 
Zagallo now appeased the infuriated 
Edmundo. 

Finally, Brazil walked on to the 
pitch but Ronaldo failed to squat 
down for the team picture, fearing he 
could aggravate an old knee injury. 
This instinctive action showed that 
Ronaldo had a physical ailment 
besides, of course, the emotional 
trauma. Ultimately, who was to blame 
for allowing Ronaldo to play? Was it 
Teixeira's fault or Havelange's or 
Zagallo's or were they all puppets of 
the paymaster? As the words of the 
song go, the answer my friend is 
blowing in the wind. 

In the Final itself, viewed by a live 
television audience of 1.7 billion 
people, it was obvious to all that 
Ronaldo was a shadow of his former 
self. He was easily hustled off the ball 
and he neither came to meet the ball 
nor daned into gaps behind the 
defence. 

In close-ups, he looked impassive, 
pale and flat. After watching an 
ineffectual Ronaldo in action, many 
experts from Dutch legend Ruud 
Gullit to Mike Brearley, former 
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ps: England cricket captain and currently 
member of the British 
j-Ti Psycho-Analytical Sot leiy wrote that 
the ace Brazilian sinker was in no fit 
state to take the lield. 

^ Mike Brearley, in his 

thought-provoking article in The 
Observer. 19 July felt that Ronaldo 


psycho-analysts, it seemed that 
Ronaldo succumbed to the pressure of 
great expectations of his teammates, 
in his own country and the whole 
world. He was terrified beyond his 
mental capacities and the fit, 
according to Brearley, “was an 
unconscious attempt to remove 


and Brazil were unhinged by a loss of 
collective nerve. Brearley also warned 
that Ronaldo was half-dead and could 
actually have died on the field of play. 
Many others have also stated that 
Ronaldo's sacrifice could have been 
fatal. 

Maybe, FIFA should hold an 
inquiry into the Ronaldo fiasco. If, as 
reported, he did have a big lit and it is 
not either the pangs of love or just 
pre-rnatch nerves, then permitting 
him to play was very dangerous. It 
was like allowing a boxer into the ring 
who has just had a blackout in the 
dressing room. The FIFA inquiry 
could also ascertain if there were 
other forces at work which got 
Ronaldo to play against medical 
advice. 

The scholarly Brearley felt that 
Ronaldo's fit was "a symptom of a 
panic attack, a mini-breakdown of the 
body co-ordination that represented 
his mental break." According to 


himself from the battle." Brearley also 
felt that the other players lost their 
nerve when they realised their star 
was in a state of trauma. It was like a 
collective delusion that, without 
Ronaldo, they were nothing. 

In such an emotional crisis, many 
have blamed Zagallo for not being 
more firm and protecting his team 
from immaturity and vulnerability. It 
was felt that Zagallo should have been 
more protective and said firmly, 
"Ronaldo cannot play for us; let us 
play for Ronaldo." Instead Zagallo 
was immersed in the collective 
delusion that, without Ronaldo, 

Brazil were no good. It is surprising 
that a manager of his experience did 
not replace him when he saw how 
ineffective Ronaldo was. 

There is a also a medical theory 
being circulated about why Ronaldo 
had the mysterious coma and looked 
so dopey in the Final. It is reported 
that the pain-killing drugs given to the 





amivatarafoar 


superstar could have caused the 
sickening convulsive fit. Ronaldo has 
admitted that he took the 
anti-inflammatory drug Voltaren for a 
troublesome knee injury during the 
tournament. 

Medical experts now feel that the 
convulsions are a possible Voltaren 
side effect. There is also a theory that 
he was taking medicines for stomach 
pains. The reason he appeared so 
lethargic in the Final was that he had 
been given sedatives after his fit. 
Considering the strain on his body, it 
was unfair to ask Ronaldo to play in 
the Final. 

Thus, sedatives and pain-killers 
combined with mental pressure could 
have been the cause of Ronaldo's 
breakdown. For allowing Ronaldo to 




play, when he was obviously unwell. 
Dr Lidio Toledo faced a Rio-de-Janeiro 
State Regional Medical Council 
inquiry. 

The Inter Milan team doctor Pierro 
Valpi was also furious that the 
Brazilian medical staff was refusing to 
explain exactly what happened to 
Ronaldo and what tests he was given. 

Yet another view that was 
circulated about why Ronaldo flopped 
was that the young man suffered the 
agony of betrayal by the girl he had 
been courting for some years. 
Overburdened by great expeaations 
as a player, Ronaldo could not cope 
with the agonies of love. 

He suffered mental depression as a 
jilted lover and had a seizure. His 
friends claim that "Ronaldo had a 


furious phone row with his girlfriend, 
the night before the Final." They felt 
his fit was triggered by the row that he 
had with Susana which left his 
emotions in a mess. 

Ronaldo was upset that his 
long-time girlfriend had suddenly 


Koii.iltio w.is u|)sel 
tlitil liis lon^-lime 
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developed a crush on sports reporter 
Pedro Bial, a pin-up boy of the 
Rio-based GloboTV. Susana was in 
France during the World Cup. But 
Ronaldo, entirely focused on helping 
Brazil succeed in each round, could 
spend little time with her during such 
an important tournament. 

The beautiful blonde, of German 
ancestry, felt neglected and gradually 
drifted to the arms of Pedro Bial. It was 
reported in several tabloids that 
Susana would sit with Pedro in the 
stands and even hug him passionately 
when a goal was scored. Susana had 
met Pedro at a TV party in Rio, a 
couple of months ago. But their 
relationship really blossomed at Paris. 

It is learnt that some of Ronaldo's 
friends told him that Susana and Bial 
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had gofvery intimate. Ronaldo, 
already under so much 
football-related stress, just snapped. 
He was an emotional wreck and his 
body could not cope with any more 
stress. He had that tearful row with 
Susana on the night before the Final 
and was feeling very low. 

Some of Ronaldo's teammates and 
Journalist friends feel that Ronaldo's 
fit was triggered by the row with his 
girlfriend. Cesar Sampaio and Cafu 
recalled that Ronaldo was always very 
depressed when he had a row with 
Susana. Tabloid stories revealed that 
Ronaldo and Susana have quarrelled 
several times in the past on their 
lifestyles. 

Susana is a talented TV star, a player 
herself and a model who wants to 
develop her own career. Ronaldo, 
who earns enough, had often tried to 
persuade her to avoid the media world 
as he felt they wbuld use her to 
intrude on him. He wanted to relax 
with her after the pressures of football. 

However, the strong-willed Susana 


wanted to develop a career of her 
own. Thus the pressures grew which 
finally snapped on the night before 
the Final. So maybe Ronaldo was a 
victim of a love affair that went awry. 

In Brazil, the buck-toothed 
Ronaldo is now theGod that failed. 
There have been an avalanche of 
recriminations which could have 
major repercussions on his career. The 
team doctor, Lidio Toledo hinted on 
Globo television that Ronaldo was 
epileptic. He said that, "whenever a 
person suffers from stress and is 
epileptic, it could cause a crisis." 

Such a statement could have a 
dangerous impact on his career. His 18 
million pound career with Inter Milan 
is in jeopardy as the Italian club may 
not like to continue with a player who 
has health hazards. Already, Inter 
Milan have considered suing FIFA or 
the Brazilian Football Federation, for 
allowing their prized player to risk his 
health. 

With no evidence yet as to why 
Ronaldo fell into a mysterious coma. 


rumours, accusations and 
counter-accusations are in 
abundance. Hounded by journalists, 
Ronaldo has now said that he is not 
epileptic. He shouted to journalists, "I 
don't have anything. It's nothing like 
that...The tests were already done in 
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CROATIA, a debutant in this World Cup, 
stunned everyone when they reached 
the last four of the world's premier tournament 
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T he World Cup's Balkan war 
babies Croatia, smaller than 
Scotland with a population of 
4.8 million, finishing third 
was a sporting phenomenon. Their 
canny coach, the 63-year-old 
Miroslav Blazevic said, "It is an 
achievement impossible to measure. 
No other event could be greater for 
our nation." 

Considering that it was Croatia's 
first ever World Cup, the performance 
is mind-boggling. Only once in the 
past has a World Cup debutant 
reached the last four stage and that 
was Portugal, with the great Eusebio 
in their ranks, way back in 1966. 

Also, Croatia has only 200 
professional footballers. Thrice 
champions Germany whom they 
crushed 3-0 in the quarter finals have 
reportedly over six million (60 lakhs) 
registered players (of all age groups). 
This is more than Croatia's entire 
population. Most of Croatia’s 
professional footballers, except those 
playing abroad, earn in a year what 
Klinsmann, Beckham, Zidane and 
Shearer harvest in a week. 

So Croatia's success in France '98 
can be seen as a triumph for the 
common man and the developing 
nations in football. A nation with 
limited infrastructure and few 
professional players, but with some 
motivational coaching managed to 
cock a snook at the established 
football powers enriched by money 
from sponsors and satellite 
television—a lesson for India perhaps. 

However, Croatia's success is not 
entirely a romantic fairy tale. In the 


post-war era (the split up of 
Yugoslavia in 1991 led to fierce ethnic 
conflicts between the Serbs and the 
Croats), there was a paucity of funds 
for football. Hence over a hundred 
promising, young players are 
annually tempted abroad by scouts 
from Italy, Germany, Spain, Austria, 
Turkey and England. 

This trend may be damaging for the 
development of the domestic game, 
but in the short term it is 
advantageous for the national side. 
Their best young players gained 
valuable experience in the major 
European leagues. So the Premier 
League, Seric A and La Liga became 
finishing schools for Croatia. Slaven 
Bilic, the only university graduate in 
the squad said, "Our success has not 
surprised me. A large number ot 
players are with the big European 
clubs." Only two of their playing 
eleven were home-based players, 
Drazen Ladic in goal and central 
defender Dario Simic, one of the 
success stories of France 98 who 
marked Klinsmann out of the game in 
Croatia's quarter final triumph. 

Both Ladic and Simic are from 
Croatia Zagreb (formerly Dynamo 
Zagreb in the communist era and now 
famous as the club which thrice 
Wimbledon runner - up Goran 
Ivanisevic supports). However the 
22-year-old Simic is now on his way 
to Italy and may join either A.C. Milan 
or city rivals Inter Milan. The talent 
and potential of some of these 
Croatian players is amazing. Another 
talented defender, the 20-year-old 
Igor Tudor who plays for Hadjuk Split 
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SUKERMAN' 


After winning the Golden Boot at France '98, DAVOR 
SUKER dedicated this award to the people of Croatia 



D avor sukfr, »hf 

30-ycar-()Id tratiy Croatian, 
the lop-scorer in France 98 with 
six goals is .1 man for all seasons. He 
Is a gregarious extrovert who can 
comnnmicatc in several European 
languages, Spanish, French, 
German and English. A trendy 
dresser, Versace is his lavourite 
designer. He is the George Best of 
the Nineties as the high life has 
always fascinated him. 

In the 1997-98 season, Suker's 
form slumped for hrs cluh Real 
Madrid. He became the playboy 
Suker, due to a much publicised 
romance with an attractive 
Spanish TV presenter. When 
Croatia lost 1 -2 to Germany in a 
memorable Euro 96 quarier-linal, 
Suker did not just drown his 
sorrows with drink or brood in his 
hotel. Instead he and teammate 
midfielder Zvonimir Boban 
danced away their blues at a 
popular nightclub in Manchester 
Yet despite such off field Irolics, 
football is a passion fur Suker 
nicknamed "Sukerman" by his 
adoring fans. He has an entire 
room at home devoted to tapes and 
books about football. The Croatian 
striker also has his own Internet 
page, full of tributes to his sublime 
playing skills. He is also very 
superstitious. He still has a bottle of 
red wine given to his family pn the 
day he was born in 1968. 

He is a bundle of contradictions, 
whimsical, egocentric but is a 
committed teammah and a 
brilliant forward renowned lor his 
poaching skills, deft dribbles and 
superb positional play. As he 
showed in France 98, he is a 
clinical finisher, scoring a goal in 
six of the seven matches his 
country played in. He only missed 
out in the 0-1 loss to Argentina in 
their final Group H league match. 

Throughout the tournament he 
has remained calm and almost 
serene. This was best exemplified 
in the chaos of a twice-taken. 


match winning penalty against 
Romania in the second round. 
Suker converted the first kick but 
the referee ordered that the kick be 
le-taken as Boban had run into the 
penalty box before the whistle was 
blown. Such folly would have 
upset most players. But Suker is 
made ol dilferent stuff. He calmly 
put his right hand to his chin in a 
philosopher's pose. Later he 
quipped, "just checking my pulse 
rate. When it was 120,1 knew I 
could control my nerves." He 
scored the second penalty kick 
with a slight variation to enable 
Croatia enter the quarter-final. 

Suker was' born a New Year's 
baby on the first of January 1968. 
He was 

brought up in Osijek, a town 150 
miles east ol Zagreb, in a sports 


cra/’y family. His father, Tomislav 
Suker was an Olympic 
shot-putter, for erstwhile 
Yugoslavia. From childhood, 
however, young Davor Suker had 
a fascination lor football. His career 
started with Osijek F.C. Next he 
moved to Dynamo Zagreb, now 
Croatia Zagreb. It is in this club that 
his goal-scoring instincts were 
finely honed. In five seasons, he 
scored 167 goals for his club. His 
goal-scoring feats, led to a lucrative 
offer from the Spanish club, Sevilla. 

He was in Sevilla when the cruel 
civil war began in July 1991. An 
ardent nationalist h^ wanted to 
return and help his people against 
the Serbs. However international 
fcKttballers, were regarded as tcxi 
important to be sacrificed on the 


battlefield. So he stayed on in 
Sevilla. After his stunning 
performances in Euro 96, he was 
transferred to the glamorous Real 
Madrid, the current UEFA 
Champions League winners. 

His first season at Real Madrid 
was a personal triumph. He was 
the club's top-scorer with 24 goals 
and led them to the Spanish league 
title. In the second season, he 
seemed distracted after his much 
publicised romance with a Spanish 
TV presenter. He got relegated to 
the substitutes bench. The 
Yugoslav, Predrag Mijatovic 
became Real Madrid's first choice 
striker. Galled at being left out of so 
‘ many matches, Suker has sought a 
transfe#'from Real Madrid. 

His international goal-scoring 
record is quite phenomenal. He 
has scored 36 goals in 42 matches 
for a success rate of 85 per cent. 

This compares favourably with ’’ 
Pelc's international record of 97 
goals in 110 internationals for 
Brazil and Ronaldo's 29 goals in 41 
matches. His awareness of space, 
ability to drift away from markers 
and get into goal-scoring positions 
and deft touch is quite amazing. In 
France 98, he scored some 
incredible goals. For the 
mat(;h-winner against Holland, in 
the third place play off, Suker was 
lurking on the left side of the 
Dutch penalty area and swept the 
ball first time through the burly 
defender Jaap Stam's legs and into 
the far corner. Against France, in 
the semi-finals, he capitalised on a 
defensive mix-up and in a flash 
latched onto a through pass and 
placed Into the net. Suker can 
appear languid but his quickness of 
thought enables him to glide into 
scoring positions. Near the goal he 
is a clinical finisher as well as an 
effective poacher. 

Some of his skills on the ball are 
breathtaking. Midway through 
the second half, of the 3-0 victory 
over Germany Suker received the 


ball with his back to goal close to 
the touchline. Behind him was the 
German defender Michael Taniat. 
Suker evaded Tamat with some 
magical skills. With a sudden turn 
and roll of his right foot across the 
ball and skip to the right he drew 
the German wing back into a 
challenge. AsTarnat lunged 
forward he threaded the ball 
througli a gap of perhaps a foot 
between the German studs and 
white touchline and sped away 
from his marker to the byline. 

Winning the Golden Boot, at 
France 98 gave him great 
satisfaction. An ardent nationalist 
he dedicated this personal triumph 
to the people of his newly 
recognised nation. Suker becomes 
the second East European in 
successive World Cups to win this 
coveted award. In USA 1994, 
Hristo Stoitchkov of Bulgaria and 
Oleg Salenko of Russia were joint 
top-scorers with six goals each. 
However even Suker could not 
break the Jinx of the top-scorer in 
the World Cup finishing with .six 
goals. Since the 1978 World Cup 
this has been the trend. Kempes in 
1978, Paolo Rossi in 1982, Gary 
Lineker in 1986, Toto Schillaci in 
1990, Stoitchkov and Salenko in 
1994 and now Suker, all finished 
with six goals each. It does seem 
that the Frenchman, Juste 
Fontaine's record of 13 goals in a 
single World Cup at Sweden in 
1958 will remain forever. 

The glamorous Suker lives life to 
the full but is still a perfect 
team-man. He is a leading 
influence within the national 
squad, negotiating with his 
national federation and potential 
sponsors on all matters related to 
pay and commercial rights. He was 
a member of the Yugoslav team 
which won the Junior World Cup 
in 1987 and also a member of the 
Yugoslav squad which participated 
in the 1990 World Cup at Italy. 

Novy Kapadia, Pans 


and was used as a substitute is set to 
sign upforJuventLisof Italy. 

The spine of Croatia's team have 
honed their skills in the major clubs in 
Europe. Defenders Slaven Bilicand 
Igor Simac play in the Premier League 
for Everion and Derby County 
respectively. Robert Jarni, a brilliant 
overlapjring wing back turns out for 
Real Beiis ol Siiain. 

In midfield, the skilful Aljosa 
Asanovicis liom Napoli ol Italy and 
skipper Zvonimir Bohan has excelled 
for A.C.Milan for many years. 

Upfront, they missed biilliant striker 
Alen Boksicr)! La/io (Italy) due to 
injury. However roving forward 
Gotan Vlaovic plays in Siiain loi 
Valencia and the men urial Davor 
Suker has played lor Spanish tlubs, 
Seville and now Real Madrid. 

The Cioatians always played with a 
lot ol national intensity but in the past 
(such as Euro '96), often suffered 
because of a lack of emotional control. 
At France '98, they revealed that they 
had tnastered this art and instead 
became both cagey and canny. They 
defended m deptli, teased and 
lormentc'd the Germans into errors in 
the memorable World Cup quarter 
final win at Lyons. 

Their solid defence and 
counter-attacking tactics nearly 
worked against France in the semi 
finals also but lapses of concentration 
led to their 1 -2 defeat. Teams from 
Eastern Europe were often accused of 
having a "mentality jtroblem", a 
weakness and inability to be 
consistent and had a tendency to fade 
away in crucial matches. This 
Croatian team shattered that myth. 
Also, as most ol the Croatians have 
lucrative contracts with established 
clubs, they did not use the World Cup 
as a trade fair to jusi display their skills 
and seek rich employers. 

Prior to the World Cup, Croatia's 
coach Miroslav Bla/evichad said, 

"Our players are the best in the world. 
We ll be the dark horses in the World 
Cup and will play in the Final against 
France." 

It was dismissed as an outrageous 
saying, a footballing answer to 
Muhammad Alt, just an olf the cull 
reply. However Blazevic proved quite 
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prophelit They played France in the 
semi final instead of the f mal A great 
motivator Blazevic who has coached 
club sides in Switzerland France and 
Greece, knew that his team had the 
talent and the spirit to achieve success 
Blazevic unde rstood the 
psychology ol his countrymen and 
their passion for football It is not just 
football but sport that provides a 
chance for Croatia and its people to 
achic \c global recognition This has 
led to the immense popularity of 
successful sporlspersons such as 
Goran Ivanisevic and Iva Majoli 
(tennis), Dmo Rada and Toni Ktikoc 
(basketball) and footballers Davor 
Suker Zvonimir Boban and Robert 
Prosinecki m this impoverished 
Adriatic republic So Blazevic a keen 
follower of astrology was cc i tain his 
team many of whose talents and 
tactical nuances had been developed 
in top European clubs would be 
inspired in the World Cup 

Boban the captain of Croatia aptly 
summarised this feeling when he said, 
'When we come together the 
motivation is tremendous Everyone 
IS so positive The coach and the 
captain were dead right Playing in the 
World Cup the Croatian players were 
ablaze with a patriotic zeal they 
played with massive national 
intensity 

Their top-scorer Davor Suker 

was also quite philosophical about the 
achievements of the team He said. 
After all that we have endured on 
our streets and the countryside then 
what do we have to fear on a sporting 
field of green " 

Suker was referring to the many 
horrifying erimcs inflicted on the 
Croats during their war of 
independence, such as devastating 
damage to the cities of Dubrovnik and 
Vukovar 

The question that next arises is that 
how does such a small nation 
continuously generate so many new 
players > 

The major factor is the passion for 
football Many of the fans are as 
passionate as coach Blazevic and the 
players When the international 



French midfielder Youri Diorkeeff (left) lookt on ee Croatian defender Dano SImic runs 
with the ball after a duel nance defeated Croatia in the semi final 

changed to Croatia 
The Croatian fans affectionately 
refer to their national team as the 
"fiery XI" They attended the matches 
m France in larg^numbers wearing 
replica chessboard red and white 
shirts Overall, the fans were well 
behaved but sang joyously during the 
matches 

Croatian fans revelled m the 


community threatened to impose 
sanctions on Croatia because of the 
political situation the people were 
more concerned about the possibility 
of missing the World Cup than the 
economic consequences Such is the 
passion for football m this small 
country that the current national 
president Franjo Tudjman decreed 
that the name of Dynamo Zagreb be 


22 





attention their country received after 
reaching the World Cup semi finals 
They welcomed the coverage and 
media attention as it r,aised the 
national profile abroad and convinced 
the world that Croatia was separate 
from Yugoslavia 
The 3-0 quarter final win over 
Germany (a country which has given 
massive economic aid to the 
Croatians) was seen “as the ultimate 
confirmation of nationhood/' 
Croatian fans said that, "There were 


more bigger crowds in Zagreb (capital) 
than on the day of 
independence " (from Yugoslavia) 

Success in lootball relegated 
political cnemity and jingoism to the 
background It was reported that even 
their bitter rivals, the Serbs in 
Belgrade, celebrated the Croatian 
success Many national papers of 
Croatia covered the World Cup 
matches on their front pages Media 
coverage of football in Croatia is as 
intense as m Italy England or Spain 

Due to limited resources the 
generating of football talent in Croatia 
does not occur because of superb 
infrastructure but is a natural process 
There is no national director of 
coaching, no money for schools of 
excellence or football academies like 
the Tata Football Academy 

Twice a year the Croatian Football 
Federation conducts camps for 
promising footballers The country 
has about 5 000 coaches but only 
about 200 are professional Most of 
the coaches work part time or are 
employed in schools and colleges 
Even the professional coaches earn 
only about 400 pounds (or about 
Rs 28,000) per annum which is a 
pittance even m India Only first 
division clubs can afford individual 
coaches lor age-group teams 

Yet Croatia produces so many 
talented players that, along with 
Brazil, they are the only other country 
to have reached the quarter finals of 
the current Siib-Junior (under 16 
years). Junior (under 18 years) and 
senior World Cup 

Thus, the production of players in 
Croatia has been spontaneous over 
many decades In the post World War 
II era, the talents of many of these 
talented Croats was developed by 
Hadjuk Split Dynamo Zagreb and Red 
Star Belgrade, with money poured in 
by the Yugoslav federal socialist 
government of President Tito 

Prosinecki even played for Red Star 
when they won the prestigious 
European Champions Cup in 1991, 
beating Marseilles of France on 
penalties Way back in 1953, four 
Yugoslavs (all Croats) played fora 
Rest of the World XI against England 


at Wembley to celebrate the 90th 
anniversary of the Football 
Association of England 

They were Vladimir Beara as 
goalkeeper, Zlatco Cajkovski, Bernard 
Vukas and Branko Zebec When 
Yugoslavia reached the 1962 World 
Cup semi finals, their key striker was a 
Croat Jerkovic Again, the Yugoslav 
side which made it to the semi finals of 
the 1976 European championships 
had three Croats in their playing 
eleven Buljan Surjak and Katalinski 

Wing back Robert Jarni midfielders 
Prosinecki and Boban and forward 
Suker were in the last amalgamated 
Yugoslavian team at Italia 90 Half of 
the last all Yugoslav team against 
Faroes Islands in the 1992 European 
qualifying championship were 
Croatians Suker Boban and 
Prosinecki wcie members of the 
Yugoslav team which won the World 
YouthCupin 1987 beating West 
Germany in the Final Prosinecki was 
chosen as the player of the 
tournament 

In France 98 Croatia were the 
surprise packet They had a dream run 
to the semi final and in the process of 
finishing third humbled established 
powers like Germany and Holland At 
present it is boom time for Croatian 
football However it is to be seen if 
they can maintain this momentum 
The important question is that 
without adequate financial support, 
sponsorship and infrastrure, for how 
long can Croatia produce a flow of 
talented players Money and 
professionalism is needed for 
domestic football in Croatia to 
flourish Otherwise like Bulgaria 
another small nation who were 1994 
World Cup semi finalists Croatia 
could also fall by the wayside Many of 
their stars are in the twilight of their 
careers Sumac is 30 Asanovic32, 
Boban and Prosinecki are both 29 
years old and Suker 30 

Four years later, in the 2002 World 
Cup these stalwarts may be fading It 
IS to be seen if Croatia then has 
adequate replacements If not, then 
Croatia, like Bulgaria and Germany 
may realise that those who do not 
learn the lessons of history are apt to 
be punished • 






THE KING OF 
FRANCE 

After his superb performance in the Final of the 
World Cup, ZINEDINE ZIDANE is now regarded 
as one of the best players in the world 


no longer would France be an overtly 
racist nation. Instead, the World Cup 
victory, the skills of Zidane and his 
wonderful demeanour would restore 
French faith in the principle of 'one 
nation, many races.' 

Zidane, Thuram and others have 
changed the way of life in France 
forever. Earlier, France was not a 
football crazy nation like Italy, 
England, Spain or Germany. A new 
French identity has taken place. Prior 
to the World Cup, football in France 
was passionately followed only in the 
port town of Marseille and St. 

Etienne. It was not part of the daily life 
of the effete intellectuals fixated with 
their own language, literature and 
history or the smart citizens of Paris. 

Now it has all changed. 


Z IDANF, whose fust natne 
Zmeiiine means "beauty of 
the laiih" m Arabic is the son 
of Algeiian immigrants. Bom 
in Marseille, he is Irorn the Kabyle 
minority in Algeria He is one ol the 
lew "Beuis" or French-born North 
Africans to succeed in Fiench lootball 
Now he has become an icon for a 
whole generation t)f "Bents" who feel 
more discriminated against than any 
other groui) m French society. In the 
troubled northern subuib of 
Marseille, where Zidane was born, is 
now a place of pilgrimage. 

The two headed first - hall goals 
scored by this tall, dark, brooding 
French-Algerian made him a new 
national hero in both France and 
Algeria. The prestigious French daily 
'1' Equipe' paid him the ultimate 
tribute: "Zidane: niastcn of ilie world." 

Similarly, in the Algerian daily, 
'Deniain L' Algeiie,' Zidane was given 
sole credit for the French victory. The 
headline was 'Zidane 3 Brazil O'. 
Another Algerian newspaper 
Autheniique,’ had a front page 
picture of the French playmaker, with 
a bold caption, "Zidane floored 
Brazil." 

By his sublime dribbling and 
passing skills, Zidane, the player of the 
1998 World Cup had a massive impact 
on the French psyche. His and the 
I rench team's success at football 
s to have sparked oif a minor 


revolution m French political life. 
Football due to the efforts of Zidane, 
Desailly (of Ghanian descent) and 
I.ilian Thuram (born in the Caribbean 
island, Guadeloupe) has become the 
symbol of popular culture. 

Andy Martin of the French 
Department ol Cambridge University, 
England wrote in 'The Independent' 
that success in the World Cup and 
identity with players like Zidane, 
Thuiam, Henry, Diomede, Vieira 
(bom in Senegal) and Karembeu 
(born in New Caledonia in the 
Australasia region) has enabled 
Frence to embrace its lacial diversity 
and has given young blacks and Arabs 
a sense of identity for the first time. 

He wrote, "France was rc-inventing 
itself in front of my eyes and had 
become something more along the 
lines of Brazil, not just in terms of 
football, but confidently multi-racial 
and hedonistic to boot." 

A young black Frenchman who was 
amongst the millions at the viaory 
celebrations at Champs Elysees said, 
"This IS our liberation. This is the day 
on which we are all re-bron. Football 
IS the sport of the future. Thanks to 
Zidane." 

Michele Tribalat, a demographer 
and writer on immigration believes 
that France '98 could have have a 
significant spiritual and political 
impact. Thanks to the efforts of 
Zidane, Thuram, Henry and Desailly 


In the cafes, in the Universities and 
on the Metros in Paris, the talk was 
only about football. Considering the 
way the French people have adopted 
Zidane as their new national hero, 
France is now having to re-think itself 
as a serious football-playing nation. 

In the past, the philosopher Jean 
Jacques Rousseau, the Surrealists and 





Jacques Derrida ail attempted 
deconstructing French culture but 
failed However, what the great 
writers were unable to achieve, 

Zidane and the multi-ethnic football 
team of France have succeeded by 
their glorious World Cup triumph 
Just 26 years old, Zidane remains 
quiet, unassuming and shy In France 
he is now allectionately called 
Zi70u or the little God But Zidane is 
just glad that he has helped his team 
win and also gained a major personal 
triumph Prior to the World Cup 
there were many sceptics who 
doubted Zidane s temperament tor 
the big occasion Many French 
journalists were concerned that he 
went limp on the big occasion They 
cited the three Furopean Ciij) finals m 
which he appeared iwo lor Juvenius 
(1997 and 1998 Champions Cup) and 
one for his former French club 
Bordeaux (1995 UFFA Cup) 

His team lost on each occasion 
partly because of unimpressive 
performances by Zidane He was seen 

Tha picture of Zinedine Zidane on the back of a 
houia in Marseilla 


as a man of fragile moods The critics 
again had a field day when he was sent 
off against Saudi Arabia midway 
through the second half for peiulantly 
standing on a tallen opponent lhe> 
felt that Zidane was struggling to tope 
with the pressure 

However when Zidane ic turned lo 
the team lor the quarter Imal against 
Italy he gave yet another vintage 
performance His Juvenius 
team mate Gianluca Pessoito was 
given the task of man marking him 
However Zidane led Pessoito in a 
merry dance 

Thetiiumphofchaiacier the 
ability to overcome the burden of 
great expectations on him was 
ultimately Zidane s greatest success 
His friend and toimer Boideaux 
team-mate the French lelt back 
Bixente Lizara7u said Zizou is a 
(haracter 1 know him well 1 ve talked 
to him and it s very haid ft»r him to 
live through this time He has a 
lerrible weight on his shoulders 
fcveryone is expecting the most from 
him It's not easy " 

Yes, It was not easy but Zidane 


discovered the strength of charaaer 
to deliver when it mattered the most 
The new hero of French football who 
scored two goals on his France debut 
against the Czech Republic in 1994 
scored twice against Brazil in the Final 
Also ihroughout the World Cup, he 
was the ))layer to watch, capable of a 
dell turn or a biilliant pass which no 
one else attempted 

Prior to the siait of the World Cup 
Michel Platini wiote If France win 
the Gup, It will be with a great 
Zinedine Zidane We cannot win with 
a little Zidane Platini proved to be 
quite ilanvoyant at the end but when 
he made this statement, it was yet 
anothei case of added pressure on 
Zidane However, by his displays in 
the Woi Id Cup, he emerged as "the 
great Zidane and silenced his 
detractors forever 
His finest matches in France '98 
were the Final against Brazil, the semi 
final vs Croatia and the group C league 
tie vs Saudi Arabia In these matches 
he controlled the tempo of the entire 
game with invigorating, sinuous runs 
and delectable angled passes 
Zidane along with Ronaldo Cafu, 
Ariel Ortega, Denis Bergkamp Davor 
Suker and Michael Owen provided 
moments of sublime brilliance in this 
World Cup However, Zidane was the 
most consistent of all these superstars 
His passing was always imaginative 
and penetrative 

Prior to the Final he had not scored 
a goal But he silenced his critics on 
that score also drifting into space at 
the near post and scoiing with 
perlectly timed headers Overall his 
goal scoring record is not great, having 
scored just 10 goals in 33 matches 
before the World Cup began Now he 
has 12 goals m 38 niatcties 
Zidane started his career with 
Cannes in May 1989 Then he moved 
to Bordeaux in 1992 He was voted 
Best Young Player m 1994 He was 
transfeired to luventus of Italy after 
Euro 96 and IS still with them He is an 
Italian title winner with Juventus At 
present he is not only King of France 
but IS rated as one of the best players in 
the world 

NovyKapadia France 





HSTS OF HJRY 

English football fans behave as if an international match 
is a call to war 


I N the preliminary league phase 
of France '98, it seemed that 
there were two World Cups 
taking place simultaneously. The 
lirst involved the majority of the 32 
teams, where fans swapped shirts, got 
drunk and had a binge until the wee 
hours ol the morning. 

Supporters of Brazil (painted faces 
yellow and green, swaying to the 
beating of drums and samba music), 
Argentina (waving blue and white 
scarves), Holland (painted up in 
orange and singing vociferously), 

Italy (some came dressed up as Roman 


senators), Norway (dressed like 
Vikings) and even the sedate Japanese 
and Koreans rejoiced in the carnival 
atmosphere of the World Cup. 

The Japanese supporters were the 
most popular visitors—^their 
impeccable manners endeared them 
to the locals who are certainly not 
used to football fans being so polite. 
They were so keen to be accepted by 
the rest of the world and so conscious 
of creating a good image for their own 

An English national is restrainod as French 

f ioHca movo in to break up clashas botwonn 
ocal youths and English visitora 


country that they attempted to pick 
their own litter after each game. 

In most games, it was a 
multi-national, multi-ethnic 
cosmopolitan crowd. An 
international party of football fans, 
depicted in their traditional dress, 
music and dance. It was fun to be a 
football fan. 

Defeat led to drowning your 
sorrows in drink, maybe shouting a 
few obscenities at the coach, shedding 
a few tears, but finally putting football 
in perspective: "After all. It is only a 
game." 

When Scotland lost to Morocco 0-3 
in their last Group A league match and 
failed in their bid to reach the second 
round for the first time in seven 
appearances, the fans were sad but did 
not brood on their misery. 

The Moroccan fans were also 
dejected as Norvi^ay's upset 2-1 win 
over Brazil at Marseille on the same 
night enabled the latter to sneak 
into the second round as the second 
team of the group. This was an ideal 
scenario for letting off steam. 

Instead, after the Scotland vs 
Morocco game at the Place Jean 
Juares at St. Etienne, both sets of 
supporters danced to the tunes of 
bagpipes and Moroccan drums. 
Bordeaux's Chamber of Commerce 
was delighted at the behaviour of 
Scottish and Norwegian fans visiting 
their city. It look out advertisements 
in newspapers to pay tribute to them: 
"Thanks and see you soon. We're 
missing you already." 

However, there was another World 
Cup going on which, involved some 
English and German fans, in which 
the atmosphere was palpably tense 
and often vicious. Prior to England's 
opening league match vs Tunisia, 
their fans swapped punches rather 
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than shirts with the Tunisian 
supporters, and hurled stones, tables 
and chairs at the French police and 
local Arabs supporting Tunisia. 

German fans also rioted prior to 
their crucial Group F league tie vs 
Yugoslavia at Lens. There, a French 
policeman was left in a coma after 
being hit on the head by German 
hooligans. 

The German media said they were 
members of a right wing fascist group 
seeking to stir up trouble and 
masquerading as football fans. The 
attitude of these hooligans did arouse 
a lot of disgust in Germany. A match 
involving German greats from the 
past was played to raise money for the 
officer's family and the German FA 
* even offered to withdraw their side 
from the tournament. 

This was in stark contrast to the 
English response, which typically 
involved bland condemnations of the 
violence, and, a, by now, farcical 
attempt to explain this was not 
"football's" problem, but instead, was 
a symptom of a broader societal 
malaise. 

Violence in Marseille, before and 
after England's opening league match 
and the increase in security for their 
subsequent league matches in 
Toulouse and Lens led to an increase 
in the pre-tournament budget of 10 
million pounds for security. 

The French Interior Minister said 
that the cost of providing 1,800 
policemen in Marseille was 351,000 
pounds. A French Government 
spokesman said that the cost of 
policing England's huge army of fans 
was more than 1 million pounds. 
French cafe owners were threatening 
to sue the British Government for loss 
of earnings because their opening 
hours were restriaed to curb English 
hooligans from running riot. 

The question arises as to why 
English fans behave as if international 
football Is a call to arms. Violence by 
these fans, or hooligans, at 
international matches is not a historic 
fact but a recent phenomenon. On a 
large scale, it is really a product of the 
1980s, though domestic footbaJl in. 
the UK was first seriously affected by 


This English supportnr is amistsd for rioting 
following Argsntitto's victory over England at 
Saint-Etionna 

football violence in the previous 
decade. 

English hooligans indulged in 
violence and clashed with the police 
in the European Championships in 
Germany in 1988 and Sweden in 
1992, the 1990 World Cup in Italy and 
at numerous other international 
matches. They once forced a friendly 
tie with the Republic of Ireland to be 
abandoned after just 25 minutes 
because of fighting on the terraces. 

The match occurred at a sensitive 
time during negotiations for peace in 
Northern Ireland, an outcome that the 
right wing hooligan groups viewed as 
a sell-out to the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA). 

Even Brazil, where football is 
followed so passionately, reactions are 
not so extreme. In faa, the 168 
million Brazilians showed great 
maturity and restraint when their 
team returned home after being 
trounced 0-3 in the Final against 
France. There was no witch-hunt 
against either coach Mario Zagallo or 
the players but instead introspection 
at the Ronaldo cris is and an analysis 
of the causes of the debacle. 

What really causes English fans to 


become so violent? 

There are numerous and varied 
reactions to this systematic outburst of 
barbarism, the phenomenon of 
football vandalism. The progressives 
feel the reason for this malaise is 
socio-economic. They view it as a 
heritage of former Prime Minister 
Mrs. Margaret Thatcher's economic 
reforms which have burdened British 
society with the deepest imbalances 
and pockets of poverty in Western 
Europe. 

The stereotype of the jobless citizen 
or 'large lout' thrown into 
unemployment by inhuman 
industrial restructuring, scraping a 
living, does not apply. A person in 
such a situation cannot muster up the 
resources to buy plane or train tickets, 
to travel to foreign countries and pay 
for the exorbitant stadium tickets. 

Evidence of the background of 
some of these football hooligans 
proves otherwise. Some of the English 
hooligans caught red-handed whilst 
indulging in violence at Marseille 
were an engineer, an electrician, a 
railwayman, a fireman, a pilot, 
students and skilled workers. 

James Shaylor seen on TV smashing' 
a Mercedes Benz to pieces is a 
respectable citizen with a loving wife 
and daughter. Neighbours of Shaylor 
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were amazed that he could be so 
violent. Similarly, at the Liverpool 
Central Office, most workers were 
amazed that two ol their comiades 
known to be punctual and diligent, 
figured amont; the drunken vandals 
sentenced m Marseille m a police 
court to two months of imprisonment. 

Fxamimng such evidence, 
renowned Soulh American novelist 
Mario Vargas Llosa has presented his 
own thesis about the irrational 
briiialitv of the English hooligans. In 
an ai tide in The Independent 
Weekend Review. June 27 he wrote, 
"It IS not the victims, but the 
beneficiaries of so-called civilisation 
who make up the bulk of these 
barbarous hordes who sow violence 
around the stadiums and burn the 
stands...the hooligan is no barbarian: 
he IS an exquisite and terrible product 
of civilisation." His thesis is that 
privileged citizens of a 
well-organised society find 
themselves bored and yearn lor what 
they have lost, like "uncertainty, risk, 
life lived as instinct and passion." 

So he feels that the hooligans are 
normal citizens wanting to break the 
habitual norms of contact and to live 
by instinct. I losa sees the mass of fans 
reverting to tribalism and the desire to 
wreck havoc in "the anonymity 
offered by dissolution in a collective 
entity " He feels this problem is more 
accentuated amongst the English 
because of their stifl upper lip 
attitudes and generally leserved 
nature. 

Excessive intake of alcohol is touted 
by many including Llosa as another 
cause for football vandalism 
Undoubtedly, English fans drink a lot. 
A barman at the Cafe Ic Fregate spoke 
with contempt of the English fans 
when he said that, "normal people 
come here m the morning and order 
coffee and croissants. The English 
come and what do they want? Beer. 

At midday, the civilised world sits 
down to lunch. And what do the 
English want? Beer." But alcohol 
induced violence is an easy excuse. 

The Scottish fans drink excessively 
but they sing nd celebrate even when 
their team lOszsiThe Irish fans also 


drink excessively. After losing 0-1 to 
Italy in Rome, the Irish fans danced 
and drank with the Italians at Piazaa 
Navona and other squares till late into 
the night. The Irish fans are 
remembered for their famous song, 

"Ole, Ole, ole ole." which is copied 

by football fans of many nations. 

Sociologists trace the rise of football 
violence to loss of Empire and loss of 
identity. The violence on foreign soil, 

IS seen as a contempt for foreigners. 
Feminist writer Suzanne Moore takes 

At any international match, whether in England 
or abroad, the English fans are known for their 
violent proclivitiss. France '98 was no 
exception 


a hard line on glorification of football 
fans and their violent acts. She says 
that a series of recent books like Nick 
Hornby's "Fever Pitch" (an 
autobiographical account of the 
author's passion for Arsenal as he 
grew up) and other such books and TV 
programmes has given needless 
glamour and importance to the 
football fan. She wants more stringent 
measures to be taken against those 
who indulge in violent acts. Jimmy 
Hill, football pundit with the BBC says 
that football hooligans should receive 
long jail sentences, in the hope that 
this would act as a deterrent to further 


violence. 

Others feel that England was always 
a violent society, as is evident m the 
novels of Charles Dickens and 
nineteenth century literature. 
However, this violence got regulated 
and channelled because of the two 
World Wars earlier this century. Now 
in the absence of a common foe, the 
anger is directed at opposing fans in 
football. , 

Novelist and photographer Pepita 
Seth, the wife of famous actor Roshan 
Seth, who watched football as a child 
with her uncle at Stamford Bridge 


(Chelsea) and Craven Cottage 
(Fulham) says, "the sense of 
discipline, such as forming queues at 
bus stops is breaking down in English 
society. Earlier, such attitudes were 
conditioned by generations who grew 
up during the hardships of the two 
World Wars." 

Many others feel that stopping 
National Service (compulsory for all 
young men till thgearly Sixties) has 
led to a breakdown of values and 
discipline. There is also a belief that a 
change in the nature of class relations 
has contributed to football violence. 
Where once the establishment could 




expect a deference from the mass of 
the working class,in 1998 this is no 
longer the case. Class allegiances seem 
to be forged more on support for one's 
local football team than Her Majesty's 
Government. It seems that in the 
Politically Correct 90s, patriotism for 
England comes from war (Gulf War 
1990-91) and football. No wonder 
some of the less intelligent fans (if you 
can call them that) sometimes get 
these two mixed up. 

Nicholas Gillcte, author and peace 
activist, traces the violence and lack of 
identity to the breakdown of the 
educational system and the sense of 
family. Roger Scruton, who writes for 
the conservative broadsheet The 
Times, found a certain sympathy with 
the football hooligans. He blames the 
declining school educational system 
for the football violence: "We ought to 
sympathise with their predicament, 
forced as they are to build an identity 
of our national culture. With no 
conception of England's past, no 
knowledge of it's religion and no 
awareness of the ideals that justified 
Empire, it is hardly surprising if they 
enter the fray with the cries and 
threats of savage tribesmen. How else 
can they acquire a badge of honour 
and symbol of their deep-down 
togetherness." 

Many English football fans claimed 
they are more sinned against than 
sinning. They say they are provoked 
by opposing fans and policemen who 
over-react. Rumours such as South 
American razor gangs planning to 
hunt down English hooligans, often 
spread by desperadoes or fascist 
groups are a catalyst to violence. Some 
journalists who were at Marseille do 
maintain that in some cases, 
naturalised Arabs attacked the 
English fans in byianes and narrow 
alleys, which triggered off the 
violence. 

In the three other venues in which 
England played, at Toulose, Lens and 
St. Etienne, there were stray cases of 
violence. However, such is the 
reputation of the English fans that 
often the entire town closes down 


business on match day. It must also be 
said that the British tabloids often 
inflame passions by their provocative 
headlines, linking football to war, 
political rivalry and past battles. The 
second round England vs Argentina 
tie at St. Etienne was reverted to as the 
"Battle of the Falklands - Part 2." In 
contrast, the reference to Las 
Malvinas provoked disgust and 
indifference amongst the Argentinian 
fans at St.Etienne. They said, "Nol No! 
What war? We are here for the 
football. This is a football match." 

Conservative member of 


Parliament, the maverick Alan 
Clarke's defence of the behaviour of 
English fans was quite bizarre and did 
not have many followers. He stated 
that "football matches are now a 
substitute for old medieval 
tournaments. They are by their 
nature, aggressive and 
confrontational, so it is perfealy 
natural that some of the fans should 
be obstreperous." Ultimately 
undecided, with so many opinions 
being aired, nobody is certain 
whether it is political, socio-economic 
or social causes which triggers off the 
English football hooligans. In fact, it 


must be a combination of all these 
things. 

It must also be said that of the 
estimated 30,000 English fans who 
travelled to France for the World Cup, 
only a fringe minority of about 500 
committed violent arts and any 
football violence, home or abroad, is 
widely condemned in England. 
Unsurprisingly, and somewhat 
ironically, with years of practice 
behind them, the British police have 
developed excellent surveillance 

A car bting damaged by English hooligans in 
Marsoillo 


tactics and organisational skills and 
have managed to suppress football 
related violence in the domestic game 
(evident in Euro 96 held iti England) 
but it is still sadly an inevitable 
corollary of England's matches 
abroad. Till this malaise is eradicated, 
the English fans will never lose the 
notorious reputation aptly 
summarised by English FIFA official 
Keith Cooper; "The English invented 
it (football) and exported it, and other 
people picked it up and ran with it. 
But England intend remaining world 
champions of hooliganism." 

Novy Kapadia, France 
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THE CANNONBALL KID 

ROBERTO CARLOS impressed initially with his stunning overlapping 
runs but somehow, defensive blunders and a free kick that never worked, 

dented his reputation 


T he hyperactive Roberto 
Carlos with his formidable 
pace, penchant for the 
overlap and powerful shots is 
probably out of place as a left back He 
overlapped with zeal but was often 
caught out defensively. 

Many discerning critics feel that 
maybe Roberto Carlos, the man with 
the most powerful shot in the world, 
should play in midfield. This debate 
has occurred because despite looking 
glorious when on the overlap, 

Roberto Carlos made some naive 
errors in defence. 

Against Denmark in the quarter 
final, he missed an acrobatic bicycle 
kick clearance when a simple tap 
away would have sufficed and 
allowed Brian Laudrup to equalise. In 
the Final against France, he conceded 
the corner kick which allowed Zidane 
to head in the first goal. 

It seemed that Roberto Carlos was 
happier when in attack than in 
defence. So a move upheld would not 
be surprising as Roberto Carlos started 
his career as a forward. His club coach 
at P^lraeiras converted him to a left 
full back because of his intelligent and 
speedy anticipations. 

Thus, several Brazilian journalists 
at the World Cup and even former 
stars like Socrates, Falcao and 
Jairzinho suggested that maybe 
Roberto Carlos' best position is in 
midfield. If this happens, he would 
dnly be following a Brazilian tradition. 

Way back in the 1982 World Cup, 
Junior was their cultured left back 
who frequently overlapped. Four 
years later at Mexico, Junior played 


very effectively in Brazil's midfield 
quartet. 

Still despite showing some 


defensive frailties, at France '98, 
Roberto Carlos figured in the 
"Mastercard All-Star" World Cup 



coloaspori 





squad chosen by FIFA's technical 
committee. He was chosen because he 
has all the qualities of a modern full 
back, speed on the overlap and ability 
to defend. 

The attacking full-backs Roberto 
Carlos and Cafu with their frequent 
runs upheld and crosses provided the 
necessary width to the Brazilian 
attack. Their performances at France 
'98, took the role of the overlapping 
full back to a new dimension. 

The concept of the overlapping 
wing back was started by Sir Alf 
Ramsey way back in the 1966 World 
Cup England, coached by Alf 
Ramsey, were known as the 'wingless 
wonders' and relied on wing backs 
George Cohen on the right and Ray 
Wilson on the left for overlapping. 
However they moved into attack only 
occasionally. The way Roberto Carlos 
and Cafu surged forward was 
amazing. They had the speed of a 
spnnter and the sustained 
stamina-speed of an 800 metres 
runner. 

Roberto Carlos, in a way, 
epitomises the modern footballer. He 
IS a perfect athlete who can run the 
100 metres in about 11 seconds or 
under. He can propel a throw-in, over 
30 metres, so Brazil frequently used 
him for long throws into the box. The 
power in his shots is not only due to 
his perfea kicking technique and fast 
run ups but his massive thighs, which 
are an astonishing 58 ems in diameter. 

Though his defensive frailties were 
highlighted, Roberto Carlos made 
some good and timely interceptions. 

In the semi final against Holland, he 
used his speed to intercept a perfea 
left flank cross by young Zenden 
aimed for Ronald de Boer, surging 
from the blind side on the right. 

In the same match, he also deftly 
chested another Zenden cross to 
goalkeeper Taffarel, despite being 
pressurised by both Patrick Kluivert 
and Denis Bergkamp. It was sheer 
class under pressure. He also was very 
effeaive in the pre-quarter final tie vs 
Chile, against the dangerous attacking 
pair of Ivan Zamarano and Marcello 
Salas. 

As FIFA is now clamping down on 


sliding tackles, Roberto Carlos' 
defensive game is declining. The speed 
of his recovery and quick sliding 
tackles were his main defensive 
abilities. 

Another problem which Roberto 
Carlos had in the World Cup was that 
half his crosses were overhit. This was 
probably due to the lighter Adidas 
football that was used. His free-kicks 
also never spelt danger. He came to 
France with an awesome reputation, 
as the man with the explosive shots. 

His swerving banana kick that beat 
Fabier Banhez in the French goal at 
the Le Tournoi in 1997 was rated as 
one of the most amazing free kicks 
ever There would be a buzz of 
anticipation every time Roberto 
Carlos stepped up to take a free kick. 
But eithei he shot into the wall or 
overhit the ball way over the bar. 

Also, in the quarter finals, the wily 
Danes found a way, which other 
teams later emulated to upset Robeno 
Carlos before he took his free kick. He 
takes a run-up of over ten metres, like 
a fast bowler, for his free kick. One of 
the Laudrup brothers just stood near 
him at the start of the run-up and It 
seemed to disturb his concentration. 
Thus, in the World Cup, we never saw 
his fulminating free kicks measured at 
150 kms. per hour. 

His rise to prominence is similar to 
so many Brazilian footballers; success 
in the game enabling quick upward 
mobility. His family background is 
modest: the son of a lorry driver at 
Araras in Brazil. Yet creditably, the 
riches and glamour have not changed 
him as a person. He still remains 
humble, considerate and humane. He 
supports several charities and has 
donated many pairs of football boots 
to less privileged youngsters in Brazil 
and Spain. 

After practise with either Brazil or 
his club. Real Madrid (Spain), he 
willingly stays back and signs 
autograph books. During Ronaldo's 
moments of physical and emotional 
crisis, before and after the Final, it was 
Roberto Carlos who sympathised and 
supported him the most. He spent 
time with Ronaldo and helped him 
recover. 


AFP 



Cariot consolea Dutch plavar Claranca 
Saadorf altar tba aauii tinal 


Roberto Carlos was Ronaldo's 
room-mate for the 55 days they spent 
in France and pleaded with the 
Brazilian media for less pressure on 
the superstar striker. Carlos said, "he's 
under more pressure than anybody 
else in the world and ail that's 
happened has left him very 
depressed....! urge everyone just to 
leave the boy alone." 

Just 25 years old, Roberto Carlos' 
game could still mature. He staned his 
career with Palmeiras of Brazil and 
then moved to Internazionaie Milan 
and currently plays for Real Madrid. 
He first played for Brazil in the 1995 
Umbro tournament in England. 

France '98 was his first World Cup 
but somehow he could not justify his 
advance publicity. He came to France, 
reputed as the best left-back in the 
world but, during the tournament, 
other left-backs Robert Jami 
(Croatia), Paolo Maldini (Italy) and 
Bixente Lizarazu (France) disputed 
that accolade. 

Novy Kapadia, France 
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M much too 

BLOATEO 



Many teams who took 
part in France '98, 
especially from Asia and 
the CONCACAF region, 
were not up to a world - 
class standard 

Bv't^W KAPApFArPRAN^ 

F IFA's decision to expand the 
World Cup to 32 teams was 
designed to encourage lesser 
nations in the game and 
provide colour and excitement to the 
greatest sporting show on earth 
The objective was laudable there 
was a cosmopolitan carnival outlook 
in France during the tournament 
However, stark reality reveals that 
from the Asian and CONCACAF 
regions, at least, there was a team too 
many USA in group F, Tunisia in 
group G and Japan in Group H, scored 
just once in three matches Sepp 
Blatter's dream of at least one team 
from each region making it to the last 
eight remains a mirage 
In the quarter finals there were only 
teams from Europe and South 
America, the traditional powers of 
football Except for North Korea in 
1966, Mexico at home in 1970 and 
1986 and Cameroon, the first African 
nation in the last eight in 1990, the 
quarter finals of all other World Cups 
have been contestM by European and 
South American countries 

TIm Moroccara calabraM tbair firat goal in the 
WorM Cup, againat Scottami. Thay ovantually 
dafaatad thorn 3-4. Thay warn unlucky not to go 
Into thaaacond round 





Benedict McCerthy of South Africa in action 
against Francs. SA showed flashes of 
hriliianco but that was nsvar enough 

France '98 revealed that the 
traditional powers in world football 
are still dominant. Four out of the five 
South American teams (only 
Colombia was eliminated from group 
G) reached the second round, a 
success rate of 80 per cent. Ten out of 
fifteen European teams reached the 
second round, a success rate of 66 per 
cent. 

The five European teams which 
went home early were Scotland 
(group A), Austria (group B), Spain 
and Bulgaria (group D) and Belgium 
(group E). Scotland, Austria and 
^ Bulgaria were not expected to 
progress and the only surprise exit 
was that of Spain. 

Despite the much heralded 
improvement in the African region, 
only Nigeria made it to the last 
sixteen. Four nations from Africa 
were knocked out in the league phase, 
Morocco (group A), Cameroon 
(group B), South Africa (group C) and 
Tunisia (group G). So Africa's success 
rate was just 20 per cent. 

Though it must be said that 
Morocco in group A and Cameroon 
(denied a legitimate match-winner 
against Chile by a dubious decision) 
were unlucky not to progress. 
However despite so much hype, 
African countries under-achieved in 
France 98. 

Nigeria, one of the dark horses of 
the World Cup were outwitted by a 
tactically superior, defensively sound, 
quick on the break, Denmark in the 
second round. Nigeria made an 
inglorious exit, losing 1 -4 to 
unfancied Denmark. 

From the CONCACAF region, just 
ohe out of three nations, Mexico, 
progressed to the second round—fora 
success rate of 33 per cent. USA and 
Jamaica were just not up to the mark. 

The leading article in the 'New York 
Times' aptly summarised USA's 
indifferent showing when it said, "Say 
goodbye to the 1998 American World 
Cup team. It was to soccer what 
American cheese is to food—bland, 
formless and ultimately harmless." 


Stark reality reveals 
that from the Asian and 
CONCACAF regions, at 
least, there was a team 
too many. USA in group 
F, Tunisia in group G and 
Japan in group H, 
scored just once in 
three matches 

ff 

Asia could not repeat their 1994 
performance, when Saudi Arabia 
reached the second round. All the four 
Asian nations were eliminated in the 
league phase itself, with only Iran 
coming third in the group. 

Watching France 98 it is obvious 
that both Asia and the CONCACAF 


regions deserve just two qualifying 
spots in future World Cups. 

Africa should also have just three or 
maybe four qualifying places. The 
"Bafana Bafana" (boys of South 
Africa) and Tunisia showed flashes of 
brilliance and lots of enthusiasm but 
they were never going to trouble the 
big boys. Japan, South Korea and 
Saudi Arabia were all well organised 
but deficient in the skills of forward 
play. 

Vote bank politics rather than 
football merit seems to be the main 
consideration for increasing teams 
from regions which do not have many 
world class teams. It is a real chicken 
and egg situation. If South Africa, 
Jamaica and Japan do not get 
opportunities to play in the World 
Cup they will not progress. Just by 
playing in France '98, the Reggae 
Boyz have given a massive boost to 
football in this delightful Caribbean 
island. So what is the solution? 

Sepp Blatter has already said that in 
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Nigariam cslabrata during thair high point of 
tho World Cup. thair 1-0 win ovar Bulgaria 

2002 there will be 32 teams in the 
World Cup So after each region has 
been guaranteed a certain, fixed 
number ot qualifying spots the 
remaining contenders from each 
geographical unit should compete in 
seeded qualifying groups in which 
merit (such as their ranking in the 
FIFA Coca Cola list) rather than 
boundaries should be the deciding 
lactor In these days of fast air 
travel geographical considerations 
should not matter Teams from Asia 
and the CONCACAF can progress 
After all very few expected Iran to beat 
the Australasian champions, Australia 
coached by Terry Venables to clinch 
the last spot in France 98 
In the initial stages .he biggest 
upset of France 98 was the 
unbelievable failure of Spain, one of 
the eight seeded teams to progress to 
the knock out phase 

S PAIN remain the perpetual 

underachievers in the World Cup 
Their performance in the 1998 World 
Cup, will remain a quiz master s 
delight in the 21st century Name the 
team which won its last match 6-1 but 
still could not progress in the World 
Cup^ It was Spain, which beat 
Bulgaria 6-1 in their last Group D 
league match but finished third in 
their group with four points 
Paraguay scraped through with five 
points after upsetting a second string 
Nigeria 3-1 in another crucial group D 
tie played at the same time So Spam 
in their sixth successive World Cup 
and tenth overall once again 
underachieved Their best 
performance has been fourth place m 
1950 In 1934, 1986 and 1994 they 
were quarter finalists 
This is a poor record for a country 
which has two of the best and richest 
clubs m the world Real Madrid and 
Barcelona, passionate support for the 
game and a sound infrastructure to 
nurture junior talent 
Since taking charge m 1992, their 
coach Javier Clemente has guided his 
country through 32 World Cup and 



European Championship qualifiers 
withjust one defeat They had an 
unbeaten streak of 31 viaorics Many 
critics thought they were worth a 
flutter for the title For months they 
had been ranked m the top five m the 
world Even the experts rated them 
highly 

Real Madnd's former German boss 
Jupp Heynckes said, “Spam have the 
best team m their history I wish 
Germany had the flair up front like 
that of Raul, Kiko and Alfonso " They 
had two of the best defenders in the 
world m Miguel Angel Nadal and 
Fernando Hierro Young superstar 
Raul and Luis Enrique combined style 


with effectiveness 
In the past it had been said that 
Spam tended to falter because 
regional loyalties were so important 
that the players did not gel as a unit 
and the team was not cohesive 
However wily coach Clemente had 
over the years built a strong sense of 
camaraderie in his squad 
He used just 26 players m his 
qualifying campaign as compared to 
the 46 fielded by Argentina's Daniel 
Passarella or the staggenng 115 
Brazilians, Mano Zagallo capped m 
three years pnor to the World Cup. So 
this was to be the year of Spain, a team 
which had strength, speed, aerial 
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power and skill. 

With their running off the ball, 
sound defence and ability to turn 
defence into attack, Spain were a 
delight to watch when in full cry, such 
as in the first half against Nigeria and 
Bulgaria. They were often compared 
to a Mercedes with lots of style and 
wonderful to look at. However, at 
France ’98, they showed their 
customary, historical temperamental 
frailty and were incredibly unreliable. 
They were at times so ragged that they 
became like a Mercedes with a 50cc 
engine. 

Juan Pedro Martinez, editor of a 
Spanish newspaper 'Don Balon' says 
this wayward form stems from an 
inferiority complex. He wrote, "But 
our players have never been tough 
mentally. We lack the Germans' 
willpower and the Italians' ability to 
manipulate tense situations. We lose 
in in our heads before kick off. 

Spanish legs seem to go when it really 
matters." 

Whether it was lack of mental 
toughness or sheer misfortune, the 
Spanish jinx continued unabated in 
the World Cup. In their opening 
league tie vs Nigeria, they led 2-1 and 
were coasting to victory when 
36-year-old custodian Andoni 
Zubizarreta turned a harmless cross 
from left winger Lawal into his own 
net. It was both embarrassing and 
amateurish and justified the 
complaints of some Spanish 
journalists who felt that the veteran 
"Zubi" who had struggled with a knee 
injury had not recovered. 

For the next ten minutes, ghosts of 
the past haunted Spain. They lost their 
shape in midfield, needlessly 
substituted the composed Nadaland 
conceded another goal (the 
match-winner), a powerful 
half-volley by Sunday Oliseh. Lapse of 
concentration for ten minutes cost 
Spain a match they should have won 
or at least drawn. 

In their next match against 
Paraguay, coach Clemente panicked 
and needlessly made five changes in 




Vote bank politics 
rather than football 
merit seems to be the 
main consideration for 
increasing teams from 
regions which do not 
have many world class 
teams 
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his starting line-up. The one player 
who should have been left out, 
goalkeeper Zubizaretta (could have 
been replaced by the in-form Satiago 
Canizares of Real Madrid) was 
retained. 

Paraguay relied on a packed 
midfield and defensive tactics. Spain 
required patient build ups to wear 
down Paraguay's resistance. Again it 
was a temperamental failing. Instead 
of showing variety and flair in attack 
or trying to get to the byline and 
sending crosses, they just resorted to 
hopeful lobs into the box. 

Paraguay aided by some marvellous 



goalkeeping by Chi lavert hung on 
tenaciously for a goalless draw. Also 
except for the last match against 
Bulgaria, Spain's star player Lui/ 
Enrique was used in the wrong 
position. This mobile, talented 
playmaker likes operating just behind 
the front runners from where he can 
both distribute and dart into space to 
get into storing positions and also 
function as a useful poacher of goals. 
Yet against both Nigeria and 
Paraguay, he was played wide on the 
flanks. 

The lack of a cutting edge led to 
Spain's dot/nfall in France '98. Also, 
some of trae key players like Raul and 
Fernando jgierro seemed fatigued, 
which Clemente attributed to 
36 ' 


Christian Viari of itaiy (laft) In action chatod by 
Rigobait Song of Camoroon. Cameroon failed 
to sparkle Mils time and did not even make it to 
tha second round 

the demanding nature oi the Spanish 
league and the massive regional 
rivalries. 

N IGERIA'S failing was the old 
story of intrigue, groupism 
amongst players and financial 
dissatisfaction. The players were 
unhappy with the bonuses offered. 
The Nigerian Football Association 
accused their players of being 
mercenaries who were more keen on 
money than national honour. 

It was also learnt that a few days 


before the World Cup began a cabal of 
senior players led by striker Daniel 
Amokachi tried to ditch coach Bora 
Milutinovic. However, the Nigerian 
president who was to play an 
important role in this last minute 
change of coaches died of a heart 
attack and Bora survived. 

However, it caused dissension 
within the squad. Younger players 
like Victor Ikpeba who resented the 
attempted coup against Bora were 
isolated. Team-spirit sagged and 
Nigeria again displayed lack of 
professionalism which led to their 
downfall. The Super Eagles 
disappointed their numerous fans and 
did not do justice to their obvious 
natural talents. # 


ON THE 

BALL 

To make high quality 
international balls, a lot of hard 
work goes into it 

A s witnessed in the first round action involving 
48 matches, the official World Cup ball used in 
the 16th edition in France called "Tricolorc", 
proved to be a headache for goalkeepers, with 
the exception of the Argentine goalkeeper Carlos Roa. It 
was less of a pain for freekick specialists and those trying 
headers. 

However, Brazilian Roberto Carlos said during the 
World Cup that he had not been able to make the Tricolore 
ball swerve as much as he would have liked. This was 
proved wrong subsequently; David Beckham's effort, a 
banana freekick that ensured England an insurance goal 
against Colombia and thereby enabled them to gain an 
entry into the pre-quarterfinals round, more than 
substantiated the fact. 

According to the official description of product-makers 
'adidas', "The match ball of France'98 features a newly 
engineered hi-tech foam layer, which improves on the 
high compression rapid response polyurethane. This new 
foam material, called syntactic foam, has even better 
compression and more explosive rebound charaaeristic, 
making the ball softer and faster than its predecessor, 
Questra, used in USA 1994. Moreover, syntactic foam is 
configured to make the ball more accurate and more 
durable." 

In the maiden World Cup Final in 1930, Argentina used 
their ball in the first half while Uruguay did so in the 
second and went on to.become the champions. Before a 
game, referees then used to check the bail which were 
generally heavy, brown and painful. 

However, since the 1970 edition in Mexico where the 
'adldas'-manufactured Telstar balls were used, FIFA has 
made it a rule that only balls with a FIFA Approved or FIFA 
Tested, or the royalty-free International Matchball 
Standard insignia can be used in international matches. 

The 64 matches in the France '98 Finals were all played 
with quality controlled footballs, the same as those used in 


the 643 qualifying matches—courtesy the 
Denominations Programme scheme of FIFA which was 
kicked off on January 1, 1996 and is now managed by the 
ISL Licensing. Lots of hard work, regarding the design and 
stitching goes behind the manufacture of a 
football which as a sphere may look 

To adhere to the laws of 
the game, these football 
manufacturers have to 

tests specifying 
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circumference, 

rebound, water 
absorption, weight, 
loss of pressure, shape 
size 

Now more 

companies have earned FIFA 

licenses to produce top-class footballs 

with quality and consistency being 

the top priority. Between them, these 

companies have produced in excess of three million 

footballs in the last two years and sold them throughout 

the world. 

Aishwarya Lakshmi 
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THE WIZARD OF 
THE DRIBBLE 


DENILSON entertained the crowds at 
France '98 with his explosive skills 
but was hardly penetrative for Brazil 


P RIOR to France 98, Denilson, 
the dazzling Brazilian winger, 
was reputed to be the most 
exciting young player in the 
world. That title has now been 
usurped by elearic heels, Michael 
Owen of England. 

Denilson has a magical left foot and 
is like the last of the old-time wingers, 
in the Garrincha and Stanley 
Matthews mould, swaying, juggling 
and jiggling his way dovvn the left 
flank before sending in measured 
crosses. However, like all players 
with flair, he tends to be erratic. He 
often concedes possession due to 
mis-timed flicks and excessive 
dribbling. Also, his defensive work is 
quite average. The Brazilian coach 
Mario Zagailo wanted to combine flair 
with pragmatism. Hence Denilson, 
much to the surprise of many critics, 
was not in the playing eleven in any of 
the seven matches. 

He came on as a substitute in all the 
matches, midway through the second 
half. Zagallo's ploy was to release him 
on tiring defences. Denilson did 
delight with his repertoire of dribbling 
skills but was seldom very penetrative. 

He has the ability to cut in and let fly 
at goal or send a crossfield pass or heat 
a defender on his outside, reach the 
byline and send in crosses. However, 
his confidence seemed to have been 
shattered by the lack of faith in his 
abilities. Denied a free attacking role, 
hLs game lacked the dominance that 
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his skills warranted. 

Pnor to the World Cup, Denilson 
was noted for his explosive pace. 
However, though he showed his 
dazzling dribbling skills at France 98, 
the pace was often lacking. Except in 
the Final, against France, when, after a 
mazy run, his angular left footer 
struck the crosspiece, Denilson just 
did not take enough shots at goal. Still, 
he always entertained when he came 
on as a substitute and gave additional 
width to the Brazilian attack. 

Denilson also seemed uncertain of 
which position he was suited for, 
Zagailo Was impressed by his 
explosive pace and wanted to use 
Denilson as a back-tracking winger. 
This was similar to the role played by 
Zagailo himself in the 1958 and 1962 
World Cups. 

In fact, Denilson first played for 
Brazil on the left side of midfield 
against Cameroon in November 1996. 
He was nervous and tentative. Mario 
Zagailo, nevertheless, gauged that he 
had the talent to succeed, so he 
soothed the youngster's nerves and 
gave him a free role to run at the 
Cameroon defence and employ his 
superlative dribbling skills. 

Since then, he has become a regular 
In the Brazilian first eleven and even 
excelled in the four-nation 
tournament held in France in 1997. 


Danilwm bting ctiaMdby RoimM Fimikm of Chito 




He seemed destined tp be in the 
starting line for Brazil in all the World 
Cup mjtiches. But in the warm-up 
matches before France '98, coach 
Zagallo started having doubts. Flaws 
emerged in Denilson's game. It 
became evident that his defensive 
qualities were limited. He seemed 
inhibited when having to drop back 
and mark his opponents. 

His lack of work rate was blamed for 


the 0-1 loss to arch-rivals Argentina in 
a friendly match at Rio de Janeiro in 
April '98. So Zagallo felt that, 
temperamentally, he was not ready 
for the World Cup. Hence, he just used 
him as a substitute winger in the 
tournament. 

His close control, exceptional 
dribbling skills, body feints and 
marvellous left foot brought gasps of 
admiration from the crowd but he 

COLORSPOBT 


seemed more of an entenainer than a 
match-winner. This 20-year-old 
talented midfielder cum winger from 
Brazil seems to have a major dilemma. 

He is uncertain whether to just 
entertain or play more penetrative 
and combined football. After the 
World Cup he moved from Sao Paulo 
to Real Bens of Spain for a world 
record fee of 21 million pounds. This 
move will benefit his career. 

In the demanding Spanish league, 
he will be expeaed to produce results 
for his middle of the table but 
ambitious club. Denilson could thus 
learn to harness his unbelievable 
talents for the benefit of the team and 
improve his mental toughness. 




Like many great Brazilian stars, he 
was bom in a less privileged home in 
Sao Paulo. He hitch-hiked to attend 
training sessions at his club Sao Paulo. 
He remains a simple and shy person. 
After his successes in Le Tournoi in 
1997, several top European clubs 
sought his services. However, he 
opted for the less glamorous Real Betis 
because of the family-like atmosphere 
at the club and the warmth by which 
the fans there welcomed him. 

An easy going person, indolent by 
nature, he relaxes by watching 
movies or listening to music. At 
France '98, he frequently visited 
Disneyland, Paris fin the suburbs) for 
amusement and relaxation. An ardent 
admirer of the late Garrincha, 
Denilson spends hours practising his 

dribbling skills and body feints. • 

Novy icapadia 
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WORLD CUP STATISnCS 


COWPILffO BY HARIPRASAD CHATTOPAOHYAY 


CHAMPION: France 
RUNNERS-UP; Brazil 
THIRD: Croatia 

FOURTH: Netherlands. , 

France won the World Cup for the first time. They became the seventh country after Uruguay (1930,1950), 
Italy (1934, 38,82), Germany (1954,74,90), Brazil (1958,62,70,94), England (1966) and Argentina (1978, 
86) to win the World Cup 


Croatia got the third place in their debut World Cup finals. The only other debutant country to reach the semi 
final was Portugal in 1966 


First round 
Pre-quarterfinal 
Quarterfinal 
Semi final 

3rd place deciding match 
Final 


126 goals 
23 goals 
11 goals 
5 goals 
3 goals 
3 goals 


48 matches 
8 matches 
4 matches 
2 mdtches 
1 match 
1 match 


Average, 2 67 goals per match. 

Goals scored in the tie-breaker are not included in the list. 

In 1982,146 goals were scored in 52 matches; In 1986,132 goals were scored in 52 matches; inl990,l 15 goals 
were scored in 52 matches and in 1994,141 goals were scored in the same number of matches. 

THE SIGNIFICANT GOALS IN THE 1998 WORLD CUP 


1 St 

goal 

: Cesar Sampaio 

: Brazil vs Scotland, Saint Denis, 
10.6.98 

25th 

goal 

; Luis Hernandez 

: Mexico vs South Korea, Lyon, 
13.6.98 

50th 

goal 

; Thierry Henry 

; France vs Saudi Arabia, 
Saint-Denis, 18.6.98 

75 th 

goal 

: Mehdi 

Mahdavikia 

: Prance vs U.S.A, Lyon, 21.6.98 

100th 

goal 

: Fernando Hierro 

; Spain vs Bulgaria, I^ns, 24.6.98 

125th 

goal 

: David Beckham 

: England vs Colombia Lens, 
26.6.98 

150th 

goal 

: Bebeto 

: Brazil vs Denmark, Nantes, 3.7.98 

171st 

goal 

: Emmanuel Petit 

: France vs Brazil, Saint Denis, 
12.7.98 


Top Scoror 

Davor Sukor (Croatia) • 6 goals in 7 matches 

The players who scored 4 or more goals: 

Christian Viori (Italy) 5 goals in S matches 

Gabrial Batialiita (Argentina) 5 goals in 5 matches 

Luis Homandoz (Maxieo) 4 goals in 4 matches 

MOrcoio Salas (Cblio) • 4 goals in 4 matches 

Ronaldo (Brazil) - 4 goals in 7 matches 










QiliritI Batistuta leorad 
bat-tricfcaiaMMcaasiva 
World Ctt|M 


fOtOWOHT 



France acortd the moat goals 
(15) by any toam in Franca 'S6 



Gabriel Batistuta (Argentina) 3 goals vs Jamaica on 21.6.98 
* Batistuta is the only player to score hatrlcks in two successive World Cups. 

HIGHEST NUMBER OF GOALS SCORED IN A MATCH: 

Seven goele > Spain (6) vs Bulgaria (1), Group League. Lens, 24.6.96 

BIGGEST MARGIN: 

5-0: Netherlands vs South Korea, Marseille, 20.6.98 

5- ^: Argentina vs Jamaica, Paris, 21.6.98 

6- 1: Spam vs Bulgaria, Lens, 24.6.98 

MOST GOALS SCORED BY A TEAM: 

France -15 goais in 7 matches. 

FASTEST GOAL: 

Ceison Ayala (Paraguay) - 51 seconds vs Nigeria, Toulouse, 24.6.98 

THE MOST NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL GOALS IN A MATCH: 

Three: Gabriel Batlstuta-Argentina vs Jamatca, Paris, 21.6.98 

SUICIDALGOALS: 

Tommy Boyd (Scotland) vs Brazil, Saint Denis, 10.6.98 
Youssef Chippo (Norway) vs Morocco, Montpellier, 10.6,98 
Pierre Issa (South Africa) vs France, Marseille, 12.6.98 
Sinisia Mlhajlovic (Yugoslavia) vs Germany Lens, 21.6.98 

Tommy Boyd of Scotland was responsible for the first suicidal goal in the 1998 World Cup 

THE GOLDEN GOAL INTHE WORLD GUP FINALS: 

Laurant Blanc (Prance) vs Paraguay, Lens, 28,6.98 
ISOOTH GOAL! Pierre Issa [own goal) South Africa vs France, iv^arselUe, 12,6.98 
1700TN GOAt: Slobodan Komljenovfc; Yugosldvia vs U.S.A, Nantes, 25.6.98 
TOTAL NUMBER OF GOAL SCORERS AND CUMULATIVE GOALS SCORED 


72 

Players 

Scored 

I 

goal 

each 

- 72 

goais 

23 

Players 

Scored 

2 

goals 

each 

- 46 

goals 

7 

Players 

Scored 

3 

goals 

each 

- 21 

goals 

3 

Mayers 

Scored 

4 

goals 

each 

• 12 

goals 

2 

Players 

Scored 

5 

goals 

each 

• 10 

goals 

1 

Player ^ 

Scored' 

6 

goals 


- 6 

goals 


Suicidal 

goals 




• 4 

goals 

..n»L .. 

P)layers 





171 

goals 








Uii HaffiamlM wm tiw iaMttflfl gei|l worw foe 
MixteawMilaeali 



FEATS: 


• Croatia won their debut match in the World Cup finals beating Jamaica 3-1 on 14.6.98 at Lens. 


• Robert Prosinecki of Croatia became the only footballer in World Cup history to score goals for two separate 
countries in the final round: In 1990, he scored a goal for Yugoslavia vs U.A.E. And, in 1998 in France, he scored 
a goal for Croatia's debut match against Jamaica on 14.6.98. 

• Brazil got their 50th victory in their 74th match in the World Cup finals when they beat Scotland 2 • 1 on 10.6.98. 
Luigi di Biagio will remember how he used his head to score Italy's 100th goal in the World Cup final rounds on 
18.6.98 at Montpellier against Cameroon. 

• Iran brought the only victory for Asia in France'98 when they beat the USA 2-1 at Lyon on 21.6.98. 

• Including 3 goals in the 1998 Wprld Cup, Juergen Klinsmann's total number of goals scored was 11 in World 
Cup finals. Only four other footballers scored more than 10 goals in the World Cup final rounds. 

• Claudio Lopes (Argentina) scored the 100th goal for Argentina in World Cup final rounds vs Holland in the 
quarter-final on 4.7.98. 


HATTRiCKS ON THE SAME DATE: 

Gabriel Batistuta (Argentina)-3 goals, vs Greece, Boston, 21.6.94. 

Gabriel Batistuta (Argentina) -3 goals, vs Jamaica, Paris, 21.6.98. 

Batistuta became the only footballer to score hattricks in successive World Cup finals. 

HATTRICKS IN CONSECUTIVE MATCHES: 

SandorKocsis (Hungary)-3 goals, vs South Korea, Zurich, 1st match, 1954 
Sandor Kocsis (Hungary)-4 goals, vs West Germany, Basle, 2n(J match, 1954 
Gerd Muller (West Germany)-3 goals, vs Bulgaria, Mexico, 2nd match, 1970 
Gerd Muller (West Germany)-3 goals, vs Peru, Mexico, 3rd match, 1970 

TWO HATTRICKS IN A WORLD CUt»; 

Just Fontaine (Prance)-3 goals, vs Paraguay, Noreping, 1st match, 1958 
Just Fontaine (France)-4 goals, vs West Germany, Gothenburg, 6th match, 1958 

TOTAL NUMBER OF MATCHES IN WORLD CUP FINALS; (1830-98) 580 

TOTAL NUMBER OF GOALS IN WORLD CUP FINALS; 1755 

AVERAGE GOALS PER MATCH IN THE PAST68 YEARS: 3.02 

TOTAL NUMBER OF SUII^ GOALS: 21 
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T HKTiVotM Cu{Hs the greatest 
oit earth but unlike 
boxing, golf or tennis, the 
biggest football tournament 
in the world does not have mouth 
waterlr^ftnanaal Incentives When 
Pete Sampras won the world's richest 
tennis tournament the ATP tour 
World Championship in Hannover, 
GeAnany in November 1997 he 
received a million>doUa»che<|ue His 
year-e^d prize money in 1997 was 
$6,498; 311. The Winner of the 
historic British Open golf 
championship gets the princely sum 
of 300,000 pounds Famous boxers 
like Mike Tyson, Evander Holyfield, 
Lennox Lewis and Naseem Hamid can 
get in excess of 5 million dollars ior 
just one bout However, when Didier 
Oeschamps held aloft the glittering 

# 

Wiehati Owan (bakimi) pictiired bare with 
Pa«l Inca la an a 10,000 powtOs-par-waak Oaal 
wMi Uvarpaol. Ha la Umbro'a Ne 1 playar 
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Untike most professional tournaments the football World Cup doesmt\ . 
hand out winners* cheques to the best players or teams* However, the 
showing of players and coaches in this tournament decide the contrdcts 
that they would negotiate with clubs and sponsors afterwards ; ■. 


BY NOW KAPADIA, FRANCE 








FIFA World CW!»« dW not rej^AsAt'^; 
cheque along With It. - . • '' 

However, tthhotgttamat^ir 
event. FIFA i^h.pat^ipip^9^ 
country a fixed swn ol htcij^,>b^i^!''i^! 
ihillion poundseadi and iaturn, j 

country pays the metohets Of fa si^^v 
a reasodiMe amount oi monqf. 
of the 67 World Cup ihatdi offlcfi^SK' V-^j 
Was paid 1-9,000 i^tthda ior 
touroatnent, given free boaftl , 


about :20,000 poiihds for the V Vl^ 

weeks.. - ,■.■ •■■; 

nFA can uffordjto be|;i^idp&!;«ff r 
the World^up i$ihe.moirt impprtaiif; ^ 
dngiecontHbtnoetd 
'sucoe». itise«lnniiKW-t^ifw)^_;:-^^^ 
Pcence 'oiR FIFA <tetnedabo|^'$ii^; 3;^ : 
■■.mlUlon; Aeijicedh^tbAtij^^ ?' 
.fiiKc^nridge Who wtuki 
rnWsfUa Md.> PlFA?apr| ~ 
fi}r>rintce;^aher 




ffin^niesi 

BbdW^ser;t 












UdKlnitttl paym 

rt gte i i ^Wd «small part of ihctr 
Vifd^ddup budget. 

,.i pMlda^are believed to have s^wnt 
a^tit JLOO mtliion pounds on 
ai^ttlsements all over tht wOrtd and 
Hudweiser's British advertising 
budget was believed to be more than 
15 million pounds. Another of the 
official sponsors. Snickers spent about 
8 million pounds bn advertising in the 

UK. The TV rights for the competition 

fetched FIFA 84 million pounds. This 

figure will increase for the next two 
World Cups at the Stan of the 2 ist 
Century. In both 2002 and 20Q6 A.D.« 
FIPAhas sold the World Cup.TV rights 
for 1.6 bdllon pounds. 

The current FIFA president Sepp 
Blatter feels the Increased TV revenue 
Is because of the imminent arrival of 
pay TV. Thus, it seems that 
^rts-dedicated satellite and cable 
channels will haVe greater access to 
further World Cups than terresirMH 

TV. So couch-potatoes beware, ., 
watching future World Cups wUI hfe a 
costly affair. The growth of revenue, 
for FIFA In the last few decades has 
been phenomenal. It is best summed 
up by the former FIFA president Joan 
Haveiange who In an interview said 
that, "In 1978 the World Cup 
turnover was around $88,000, but,the 
2002 Worid Cup will genersue $ 1.6, 
billion. FIFA has property worth.$100 
million and In the next ten years Wb 
will secure more than $4 blUion In the 
FIFA accounts." FIFA Is ncfw a ., 
multinational. 

The amount paid by each country lO 
its players duHog the World Cup 
varies as there are petforinance based 
-bdhuses. Forlnaltance><ach member of 
lian'ssquad received 3,500 pounds ; 
!(» bearing arch ptriidjCal foe USA 2-1 \ 
ia agjboup pleagve 1 ihatch.The 
Nigerian players were negotiating for 
bonuses worth 20,000 pounds before 
they Vyere eliminated by Denmatk in 
the second rpund.'Bxact figures could 
notbe^i«toedMthe 32 . 
parridpethigMtipnsiitW 1998: v'.. 

IW<8dd)C»iipi«fth(edtodiv^ 




said, "fhe payment to an England. 

pjayer during the Worid Ctqr is , ;: 
confWenrialand cannot be disclosed.** 
Ricardo Teixeira, the CBF president , 
who signed a 10-year-deal worth 
about 250 miUion pounds with Nike, 

for the narionalteam also refused to 

disclose the amount paid to each 
Brazilian player during the Worid Cup. 

So players do not directly earn a 
huge amount of money by playing in 
the World Cup. However, an 
Intcmarional footballer's 
performances In the World Cup could 
have a great deal of impact on future 
earnings, with the prospea of transfer 
deals, increased payment or bonuses 
from the club or luaatlve 
advertisement deals. For instance, the 
advertising value of David Beckham, 
England's glamorous midfielder has 
dipped for his petulant behaviour in 
the second round tie vs Argentina, for 
which he was shown the red card. His 
contract with Adidas for which he 
received 1.4 milUon pounds per year Is 
now being reviewed. Ironically the 
Adidas billboatdtyhlch claimed that 
the England vs Argentina match 
would be remembered for what 
Beckham "did with his feet" (a 
reference not. only to his skills, but a 
stride renrinder of Maradona’s 'Hand. 
of God' goal In the 1986 Worid Cup), 
came true for all the wrong reasons. 

In Gontiaa.young star Michael 
Owen is on tl« ascendancy after his 
sensational goals against ^^man^ 
and Argentina. Owen Is oh a 10,000 
.pounds‘per*week conirabt with his 
Iriub UverpooL and has a contract , 

^^h Umbro tsotweaf thdr lK>hts.P^ 

^^e Workfdup, Owen, 15iJj In ■ 
ti^^brodategt^ Behind ^ such 
as welsh inteiMihi^ Marit , 

(now with Soutttaaoston) and 

^Bgla^d's 5ldpper"iM*o.%^*^.V» 

lncjrg^]^.l&^Ad^to 
a^andhe is 

‘■ti; l ■ niVlir^-** rt#' 
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Bcxonilaitrc^jtj^^jpi^ ; 

. .0u5iiiessA|elQtfj||W^5t|^Bj(u^^ 
V'ai«Bnnual«^in^i^i^.^j^^ ,- ■ ; 
eodorsemms/sigiifi^^lei^^ ;‘ 

otfierincentives. ' • .•; 

■ ■- ■ . ■ • os'vC' i-l *:'■ ' - *». 

1. jftonaldo, 2l '. -' 

; Milisn) 20.5 million poua(||l 

2. Denilson, 20 yea(5->Bnit:i^ ; ’ .'^ i',; 

. (mov^ fi'Om Sao Paulo to Red:B^{5^. ' ’' 

Sp^nf lBi75 million pounds.' ' •' . * 

3. ]^vaido; 26yeaR-Bra3jt .. , v! ' 

(Barrtldna) 17J5 million pounds. - . ..^ 

4. Roberto Carlos, 25 yean»Brazii ' . ■ 
(Beal Madrid) 15.85 ndllion pounds. . 

’ 5.Afles<indrodelHero,23 'A 

\ yeari*»Italy(Juveiitus) 15,25 raifflon 
pounds. 

6. Denis Bergkamp, 29 
years“HoQahd (Arsenal) 13.75 
milUon pounds. 

7. Roberto Baggio, 31 years-ltaly v- 

(Inter MilanU 0.7 5 miUioa pounds. 

8. GeOin^ Weah, 31 years*"Libcria 
(A.C. Milan) 25 mltiioA pounds. 

9. David Beckham, 23. 
years--]^n)^nd(Manch«ter'Uhited).. . . . 

' 8.1 mQlion pounds. • 

‘ 10.Alan fearer, 28 . , ' . 

years~|Bngland (Newcastle VnJ|t(Bd> 

, 7.75niilUonpounds. .'... . 

1 r.l^olo Matdini. 29 years^Saly 
(A;C. Milan) 8.8 m|pon pourtds. .J. 

!2»lutgen Klinsmann, 33/. 
yeari--c;errpMiy (km set^n with ,. ' ■ 
TonenhamBotspurtbuiihesnow 
seml'ietiredand inay ply In Ma]^. / . 
.League SOOcer (Ml^ ).1n USA, 5.2 ^. • 
(DlUionpoundifc' . : ' 

. i lS.PatfrirtoR8veneUl,2t9 f; ;.. 

.; yeirfM«ftaly(hterseUle|^^^ 

,*.'p6m4ds.‘. ,'■ '■■ 

(C6<sls«a)>.8 mttlidle^dl^, '' • 
i.5.G*briei Batisdata, ^9 
^4r^.-Argen^^$^9)j^ 

•• /■-’ V> 'ii-' 

i8,Rs^^]^i||Bvla^ V 

'/■'; 





^ Bhftfhoft 30 

«eail'*f<|ism»»oy (Udfonese now 
Milan) 2 83 million 

> ^l9>l$Han Laudrup, 29 
yWtti'i-Denmark (Glasgow Hangers 
now moved to Chelsea) 2.25 million 
pounds. 

20.Romario, 32 years-Brazil 
(Valencia. Spam) 2.29 milUon pounds. 

Six of the top twenty money 
earners are BrazUUms. Bve are from 
Italy, two ead) from England and 
Germany and oheaach from 
Argentina, Denmark, Holland, Liberia 
and SpatOx However a Common {actor 
amongst aH these twenty top earners 
in football is that all of them play efub 
footbaU in Europe. Seven of the super 
rieh pby with Italian clubs, six in the 
Spanish, five in the Premier League in 
England (in fact, six because 
Khnsmann was with Spurs till 
May '98) and just Ravenelli in Prance. 

the big money is with the European 
clubs, partictdatly those in the Italian, 
Spanish and fihglish leagues, due to 
massive revenues from satellite TV, 
football aazy sponsors, club 
merchandise sales, ticket sales and In 
some eases the ^o<% exchange. 
Another common betor is that except 
for the notable exception of George 
Weah (Whose country Liberia did not 
qualify for the W<nld Cup finals) and a 
few Others due to tnjunes all the super 
rich footballers took part in the World 
Cup. Of the six Bradibns, except for 
Juidnhoand Romario the other (our 
excelled fot their country m France 
'9$, Both Juninhoand Romario were 
cmainties in theLpiayhig eleven but 
mbeed out due m injuries. 

Of the five Italians three played in 
the World Cup, Ibhclzio Ravinelli was 
ip coach CesareJVtdldinl's rxdginai list 
but wlthdretv at the last minute 
^to ifiness and was replaced by 
iChiesa The only Italian player 
Itt tm ^e list but was not 
ed 'Ittf the World Is 

. yy^Mpresciit 

jhe fashionable 
current 

Vi^d^ ahofit, ‘ 



1.75 million pounds from hh 
dub, after tax deduaion and with 
bonuses this could amount to about 2 
milfion pounds. Amongst the top 
twenty money earners, the only 
player who did not figure in the World 
cup was Liberia's biflUant striker 
George Weah. However, Weah has 
managed corporate sponsorship as he 
was the first African to be nominated 
World Player of the year, in 1995 and 
has played for many years for 
mighty A.C.Mllan of Italy. 

The top earners get their money 
from a mixture of salary, sponsorship, 
endorsement offers, bonuses and 
investments. Ronaldo for instan<% is 
one of Hike's highest paid 
sportspersons and appears in several of 
their TV commeraals. He wears 
spedally designed Nike boots and kit. 
In Italy, he endorses Pirelli tyres His 
annual salary from Inter Milan is 
colossal Denilson, Rivaldo and 
Roberto Carlos are all sponsored by 
Nike. Denilson's left foot was Insured 
for 1 million pounds last year. For the 
forthcoming season Denilson has 
been transferred from Sao Paulo to 
Real Betis of Spam for a staggering 21 
niilkon pounds, which makes him the 
world's most expensive player. His ten 
year contract is wOrth 2 million 
pounds a year to him in salary and 
bonuses. It is a real rags to riches story 
for Denilson who is of humble origins 
and grew up id Sao Bernado do 
Campo, a sprawling industrial suburb 
m Sao Paulo, Brazil's largest dty. Five 
years earlier he had to beg or steal hhi 
bus fares aaqss town to get to 
training. Now he is a millionaire 
thanks to football, 

Batistuta, affectionately called 
"Battgol" by his fans is the highest 
paid player for his dub Fiorentina 
(ttaly). He is Argentina's top ' 
international goal sCorer with 47 goals 
from 65 matches and eamsabout 1.75 
milUon pounds per year in Salaries and 
bonuses horn his dub. HedriM»a 
Slh^er Mercedes, figures ill 
commerefids for Rarmalat, the dub 
sponsors and for Several othet 
(products hrom cats to cheese. n 

GettisBeKdtamp^and Ratridt' 


Benikxmp Qtited for his sublime skills 
and good boy image is used to 
advertising a range of goods in Holland, 
David Beddiam is currently rei^lvUig 
1.4 million pounds a year horn 
Adidas, 1 milUon pounds frcmi 
Brylcreem and 1.35 mUlion pounds 
ba^ salary besides bonuses and other 
incentives. Shearer'S princely sum 
comes from various advertising deals 
with {.Ucozade, Braun and 
McDonalds. He also recently rigned a 
14*year deal worth 25 million pounds 

with Manchester based sportswear 
manufaaurer Umbro. However in the 
Umbro deal. Shearer is now upstaged 
by Michael Owen. 

The money is good when you are in 
top form but the endorsements start 
declining with loss of form. Prior to 
the Worid Cup, Alessandro del Piero 
featured in neuly every Italian 
advertisement ranging from Adidas 
to Fiat, cars to clothes Similarly Raul 
was all the rage in Spain. Both these 
players were popular because of the 
combination of their sublime skills, 
movie-star good looks and charisma. 
However, both these smart young 
superstars had a disappointing World 
Cup and thus their corporate image 
has also partially declined. 

The world of advertising for top 
level sportsmen is very competitive. A 
player must not only retain form and 
hi^ ratings but their behaviour must 
also behupeccaUe. England's 
international striker Stan Collymore, 
who tmssed out on a World Cim berth 
because of loss of form recently 
suffered another maSor blow because 
Of misdemeanour in his private life. 
Cdlymore's3.5 million pounds boot 
sponsorship deal vdth the ItaUan firm 
Dladofa was cancelled with two years 
to go of his five year contract, as he 
wiw accused othiitinghts former lover 
Ml<)seUeOreen, mother o| his 
iwo-yeat;^ child, and his current j 

Swedish girlfriend and Tvpresemer 
X)1rika;|onssori..<^ym^ has kw 
about I mjli<fionpi(^ii:^ bem Of fiis 

dbtriiiahbelMw^ur/ , 

cup^lbdfoj^asedsahirfos - 




A 








m^> 


' Wasthe defender Min%el 

: ik$ai!ly. to Pi^mc 

98. they coi^ 

pacjcett and boto'ndjliefejii^ 

40.000 pounds ■ 

fashionable London dub. 
also fringe beiieDts for excal^i^iii tk; 
WorldCup. Italian striker. Chd^ltti': 
Vleri receive ?44 bottles of wfik - 
from Italy's'Katlonai Wine Cities ■-’. 
Assodaiioh (one from each member) :' 
for scoring his country's first gcnl to ' 
'.'.''•theworklCup, 

Iven to the case of manage^ 
coaches, the famoffrs andbigdfrbspay 
, morefdrasaccesdylnatlonaicnat^to 
; the World Cup. For tostartoct Guus 
ifuddtofc of got ab|^ 

^unds annudl^af toe n^bnal 
^^coacto Honker, his suci^ 

! guiding Holland to the semi finals of 
France 98. has ensured a lucrative 
dub contract with the mighty Heal, 
Madrid for an estimaii^ 1.2totW(to: 
pounds per annum. HolUndl^ts 
" the l^rtdaty Ruu^ GulBt toltoJc# <^r 
A, but his sataiy d^ands are afro# 1:5- 
' million pounds per ye«, Whefr ht . V 
. was toe mana^r of Chelsea he A 
Rceived a similar amount and 
.mailed because it was not raised to 2 
millttm pounds per year, 
i- .filmland'sGlennHoddle^ 

pounds aitmuaUj. to cdt^ 
"Alex .Ferguson of Manch^tef United 
';^ ^ts 8fi0.00d pounds per annum pd.:; 
the cujKnt League and JPX Cup. ' 
diamptons Arsenal's French Coadi 
! ! Weogo' is peid the handsome 
I sum of i milBou poundspcir year, to 
IfacttoatlswhyGlenti'.itodicflehas 
: refill to confirm the English 

I F.A^ abdut toe extgmf^ of his 
Contract bey^w European 
, Championship fin^ In 2000^1^0 f’A 
wants hitotowntiiwe till toe 200? 

. World Ofijiliut Hoddle more 

pay.VtoitoAfiemlna'sDarfel, 

/ Passarelfri resigned as Argnittoa's 
, cbadt afrer foance 9A, he was Willing 
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Exploded 
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T he World Cup fever is now 
over and the new champions 
ire France. The myth of Brazil 
and Ronaldo has been exploded. 1 
do not know why people were 
going gaga over Brazil. If one 
looked at the history, one would 
see that from 1974 to 1990, on 
five occasions, Brazil did not even 
enter the semi-final, let alone the 
Final. 

They won the Cup in 1994 due 
to the miserable penalty kick by 
Roberto Baggio which went over 
the crosspiece It could have been 
anybody's game Italy could have 
won, to say the least. 

If one looks at this year’s W&ld 
Cup record of Brazil, you will not 
find it very convinang either 
They almost drew with Scotland, 
if you consider the self-goal by 
Tom Boyd. They lost to Norway. 
Okay, they won against 
lowly-placed Morocco. 

Their only convincmg win was 
against Chile when both 
Zamorano and Salas were a little 
out of form. This match also 
revealed the pathetic politics 
within the team. Sampaio scored 
the first two goals and when the 
penalty was awarded to Brazil, 
Dunga blatantly denied Sampaio 
the fchance to score the hat-trick 
by atkihg Ronaldo to take the 
^ ^ck. Their 3-2 tvfn against 
j^^Pehmark Was ndt ataS 
% «(8ivin!ting, whjch they gron / 
more dtie to the fault of the oahes 
^n duetto their own ore&t, 

1 r ^ 

t!|^epdn4ty shootout against 
' Itijiiand could have been 
anybody's game also. So it (snot 
> Suii^rlsfi^thaMheymetthelt , 

► A ^ 



lMwMaftHagtic>dbdty fl t | i bia a SahraraliafftMoaiaMMHBal 


and werecut down to size. While 
Brasil was maintalmng a very 
high profile from the word 'go', 
France was maintaining a low 
profile and they crossed the 
hurdles one by one vvith flying 
colours, I think France wasa , 
sufie^rteamtiumdriizU dutfin^ 
thischasiphmship, 


Mken oottf(^^idiogt^ 
world cup. Were too jtoahy 

con^eisialjteclsfdiw by ^ 

retewes. ithhikUtotel^gof 
yeHow andsedcards cotold have 
^ Syoidti^ th ^teh few esses, 
theh dtoiiudU^td^htdts Was 


found suspect when an expert 
like Roberto Carios could not 
even control the ball and his free 
kicks went vdde off the post. A 
number of goals were missed by 
Various players because Uw ball 
was made lighter. 

t thhik the jdayers shottod haVe< 
been given at least ayear's 
pmeticen^garding the iijia&ge in 
the spedfication oftlWbalL 
Simfiaijy, FfPA ^ijMhave 
toformed the tegn^ weU in 
advance refi(udi;igil their 
oftadclinghUm'befUnd. 
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M THE LAST DEFENCE 


Goalkeeper CLAUDIO TAFFAREL has represented Brazil 
with great distinction 


I N Brazil, the saying goes that 
nolntdy wants to be a goalkeeper 
and the worst player on the pitch 
is asked to stand between the 
posts. This is the tendency from a 
childhood game in the local park or 
the beach. Hence, despite their long 
arid illustrious record in international 
football, Brazil has not produced 
goalkeepers of outstanding 
international calibre. 

Rarely is a goalkeeper a legend in 
Brazil. It is either the forwards or the 
creative midfielders who hog the 
glamour and limelight. Goalkeepers 
are the forgotten or much derided 
men in Brazilian football. In the past, 
Castilho, of the 1954 team, beaten by 
Hungary, committed suicide. 

Barbosa, who failed to save twice 
against Uruguay in 1950, remains an 
impoverished outcast within his own 
country. 

The only goalkecping legend in 
Brazilian football is their 1994 and 
1998 World Cup custodian Claudio 
Taffarel. He has achieved this status 
because of his calmness and 
anticipation in the penalty shootouis. 
He has, thus, helped Brazil to two 
important victories. 

He was the hero of the penalty 
shootout win against Italy at the Rose 


Bowl Pasedena, USA in the 1994 
World Cup Final. In the recent World 
Cup, he also saved twice against 
Holland in the semi final penalty 


shootout at Marseille to enable Brazil 
enter the Final for the sixth time. 

In the Final against France, Taffarel 
won his 99th cap for Brazil. Overall, 
he has been first choice goalkeeper tor 


Brazil in three World Cufj^s, starting in 
Italia '90. 

His long tenure as Brazil's number 
one custodian shows the respect 
successive coaches, from Carlos 
Alberto Pereirra to Mario Zagallo had, 
in his ability. Prior to the World Cup, 
many critics felt that Carlos Germano, 
the reserve goalkeeper should have 
been promoted ahead of Taffarel. 

28 years old, Germano is a one-club 
man who has performed consistently 
for Vasco da Gama for the last four 
years. However, Zagallo opted for 
experience and prelerred Tailarel to 
Germano. In the build-up to the 
World Cup, Talfarel's lorm was shaky 
but Zagallo felt that his international 
experience was invaluable. 

Zagallo's faith was justified. In the 
semi final penally shootout, he 
anticipated the shots much better 
than the highly rated and taller Dutch 
goalkeeper Edwin van der Saar. 

He dived to his leit to save an angled 
try by the left-footed Philip Cocu. 

Next he refused to be deceived by 
Ronald de Boer's shimmy and 
instinctively dived to his right to save 
the penalty kick. He was thus the hero 
ol the semi final penalty shootout. 

Taffarel says he relies on instinct 


USE SERVO. 

OR FACE THE PENALTY. 


WORLD CLASS LUBRICANTS. 


IndlanOit 
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and knowledge of his opponents to 
decide which way to dive in a penalty 
shootout In the nerve-wracking semi 
final penalty shootout against 
Holland, the much maligned Taffarel 
played a blinder by diving the right 
way for all the Dutch penalties 

Frank de Boer and Denis 
Bergkamp's penalties were too 
powerful and angled to be blocked In 
the Final, he twice blocked shots from 
the advancing Stephane Guivarc'h 
Taffarel was critiased for not coming 
off his line when France scored with 
two headers from corners However, 
coming off the line and dealing with 
crosses has never been Taffarel’s forte 

He always concentrates on the 
antinpaiion The Final of France '98 is 
a match Brazilians will like to forget in 
a hurry But, it was a historic moment 
for Taffarel He played in his 18th 
successive World Cup match, 
equalling the German Sepp Maicr's 
record for goalkeeping appearances in 
the finals Taffarel has not yet 
announced his retirement and is 
joining Galatasaray in Turkey next 
season 

But It IS doubtful if he will still be a 
first choice for Brazil in the 2002 
World Cup, as he will be 36 years old 
then Goalkeepers like Dino Zoff 
(Italy) in 1982 Peter Shilton 
(England) in 1990 and Jim Leighton 
(Scotland) in 1998 have played till the 
age of 40 years Taffarel however does 
not see himself playing for so long 

He IS more keen to earn a record 100 
caps for Brazil and become the first 
goalkeeper in his country to achieve 
this feat So Taffarel and Sepp Maier's 
joint record of 18 appearances in the 


Taffarel relaxing after a training aassion 
during the World Cup 

World Cup finals may stay lor a long 
time 

His career has not been steady He 
started with International and unlike 
most Brazilians wanted to be a 
goalkeeperfiom childhood This 1 80 
metres tall goalkeeper who weighs 80 
kgs iirsi came into the limelight in the 
1988 Seoul Olympics when along 
with Romano, he helped Brazil reach 
the hnal of the Olympic Games 

However Brazil lost to the 
erstwhile USSR m the final and the 
Olympic goal medal in football 
remains the one major title that has 
eluded Brazil Aitei the 1990 World 
Cup Taffarel moved to Italy and 
played for a lesser known provincial 
club Reggiana He was m Italy for five 


years But he somehow could not 
motivate himself for the league 
matches and in 1995 though he was 
the goalkeeper ol the World 
Champions he was a reserve in his 
club which was in the lower hall of 
the table in Sene A 
He giew quite disillusioned and 
stopped play ing for some time In 
1995 when he returned to Brazil he 
was severely ciiticiscd by the CBF 
president Ricardo Teixeita and vowed 
never to play foi Brazil again The 
canny manager Zagallo persuaded 
him to rectinsider his decision He 
started playing for Atletico Mineiro 
regained his foim and reclaimed his 
national team positK)n A quiet 
reserved and thoughtlul man Taffarel 
likes reading or listening to classical 
music for relaxation 

NovyKapadia France 


EXTRA TIME. EXTRA MILEAGE. 
SWITCH TO SERVO. 
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(LtftIThe ferocity was there but the ihots weren’t. Venue Williame 
had to abandon her queet for e maiden Wimbiedon title following e 
quailer-final loee to eventuel champion Novotna. Williame argued 
with the umpire ebout line call deciiionc in her laat match and waa 
lucky not to be reprimanded 

(Right)Goran Ivanisevic continues to baffle tennis fans. The 
temperamental Croat does have the game to win major tournaments 
and titles, but somehow cannot lift it when the big occasion 
beckons. Here he flings his racket after a bad shot..anothsr wasted 
chance 

(Bottom)Nsthalia Tauziat had her chance to make history by 
winning Wimbledon. She would have become the first 
French woman to have won tennis' most prestigious title after 
Suzanne Lenglen But a listless perforthsnce in the final sew that 
chance evaporate in exasperation 
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A chief manager's job with 
the State Bank of India 
where he's busy from 9.30 
to 5.30, playing golf for 
relaxation and to keep himself fit, 
spending evenings with family 
members in different ways, attending 
his cricket academy twice a week, 
forms part of Syed Mujtaba Hussain 
Kirmani's normal life these days, 

Kiri, as he is belter known to the 
sporting world, himself admits that 
the significant change in his life, when 

Klrmani at hia oftfca in tha Stata Bank of India. 
Ha it in ebtrga of public roiations and 
cuatonioraarvlca 
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compared to his cncketing days has A lamily portrait of tb« KIrmaaia cricket and still get a hundred 

^ been the desk work to which he has nine-hole daily sojourn, I do a little bit (laughs). But not so m golf. A minor 

been confined to. "I'm not used to it of jogging, sprinting and by the time change In grip or swing or positioning 

and find it very taxing. Of course, I my other teammates follow up, 1 makes a lot of difference." 

wouldn't go into any commitment finish those exercises which are Kin very contented with his 

that doesn't interest me. I'm enjoying required to keep me going. That's how family life. He lives with his mother at 

my job, no doubt. But being an I jc^ep myself fit, but I am certainly not h>s Berlie Street Cross house in 

outdoor man all through I feel very jjr during my playing days." Shantinagar, Bangalore along with 

restless if I sit down for long. I usually Kiri reasoned out why most of the wife Habeeba, and three children. His 

stand up to talk to my guests/clients cricketers are taking to golf after drst daughter Nishath is studying in 

who.visit me," says Kiri with a big retirement. "We've found this game 'he 11th standard, the second Mehnaz 

laugh. very scientific and healthy. From the has just finished her seventh standard 

While golf is part of his daily point of exercise, fresh air and exams and son, Syed Mohammed 

exercise, Kiri is not serious with the greenery it's exciting. We thought Sadiq Hassan Kirmani, is eight years 

game at the moment mainly because (before taking it up) that it was an easy old- Taking his family for a nice drive, 

of his bank job. Having the portfolio of game and being cricketers we could stopping at an ice cream parlour or a 

public relations and customer service swing the ball whichever way we chaat joint in the Cubbon Park area 

banking, Kiri has his hands full. But want. But it’s very, very scientific." he are his favourite pastimes whenever 

before starting his day at the bank he says. he finds that watching television or 

finds golf very invigorating, and the Kiri quickly pointed out that one playing carrom with his children 

greenery at the golf course is a very has to be very precise in golf and boring, 

soothing experience. learning the game is not easy. "It's Kiri is fond of his son who has 

"I'm 9 nature freak," says Kirmani, more scientific than cricket. You can inherited some of his natural Instincts, 

"in between the tee offs during the get away with a cross-bat shot in The Kirmanis are encouraging him 
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both in CTlcket as well as tennis Wife 
Habeeba wants Sadiq to take up tennis 



more senously than cncket Km 
himself drops his son to the Bownng 
Institute for tennis thnce a week Says 
a proud Kiri about his young son who 
hasjust finished the third standard at 
Frank Anthony Junior Scho&l, "His 
outstanding quality is that he dives 
without seeing where he IS His father 
used to see and dive (laughs) He's not 
bothered about getting hurt or bruised 
and that's part of his daily school life " 
In fact, Sadiq was adjudged the most, 
promismg cricketer in the under-12 
tournament conducted by the Cricket 
WKh Kirmani Academy 


naying eairom with hit dausMan Md am b a 
favourna paatbna ef Kiiinanl 





Klnnani lakM m activt Intamt in thn ericknt 
■eadtniy that bn baa foffliad for young boys and 
glrta 

That IS the academy Kirmam has 
floated in Bangalore and he's busy 
with this commitment too The two 
'something different' his academy did 
was conducting the under-12 
tournament to give a fillup to the talent 
at the grassroot level and coaching 
girls to encourage women's cncket, 
which remains a negleae'd area 

Former India player Mamatha 
Maben coaches young girls at Kin's 
academy while in Irfan Sait he has an 
able second lieutenant Kin enjoys 
coaching the tiny tots at his academy 
Says Kiri, "I was surprised to have 
boys five years old whose parents 
insisted that I must take them Believe 


me, they're unbelievable They're so 
natural in their approach and it's 
lovely to watch their mannerisms on 
the field They're so much into seeing 
international stars on TV and copy 
their mannerisms It s amusing to see 
them punching the air, doing high 
fives and pumping their fists " 

Km IS always the one looking 
forward to be assoaated with cricket 
in some form or the other The 
academy came after a stmt as the 
cncket manager of the India 'A' team 
when an English team toured here 
two years ago, and after a 
commentators' role with Star Sports 
Kin has been the most successful 
wicketkeeper India has seen His 198 
victims behind the stumps m 88 Tests, 
(both Indian records), is ample proof 


of that and his batting was a bonus to 
the team We're yet to find another 
Kirmam The former Indian stumper 
while modestly confessing that he 
didn t do anything extraordinary 
explains the reason My way of 
grooming was different from those 
who followed me Seleaors those 
days used to see temperament, 
consistency and the principal aspect of 
an individual before induaing him 
into any level of cricket, for a 
minimum of two years Now it's one 
performance and you are in Thus, 
there are no quality keepers Of 
course, there're a few exceptions who 
are bom with a gifted quality But then 
the authontles concerned should 
groom them m such a fashion if they 
want quality keepers," Kin concluded 
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Interesting happenings in the international sports arena 

















A former colleague who had 
dropped Into the office one 
evening bemoaned the faa 
that the media had not really paid a 
worthwhile tribute to Shiny Wilson, 
who retired a couple of months ago. 

Well, for starters. Shiny has to be 
blamed partly for the timing of it. She 
announced it on June 8, a mere two 
days before the start of the World Cup; 
consequently, there was just no space 
in the newspapers for a long tribute to 
her. 

But that does not detract from the 
fact that she, along with P.T.Usha, was 
one of India's greatest woman 
athletes. Here's a brief look at her 
16-year-long career. 

She took part in 75 international 
meets and won 67 medals. She was 
the first Indian woman to break the 
two-minute barrier in the 800m. She 
was also the first to reach an Olympic 
semi-final—in the '84 L.A. Games. 
(Although Usha later outshone her at 
this Olympics with a fantastic 
performance). She won Asian Track 
and Field Championship golds but 
tragically missed out on an Asian 
Games 800m gold medal in '86, when 
she crossed lanes before the 
designated mark and was disqualified. 
She won 16 SAP Games gold medals 
from 1985-95, apart from numerous 
national titles. 

The most surprising thing about 
Shiny when you meet her off the track 
was that she was so unassuming and 
humble. If she was wearing a saree, 
you would think that this was an 
ordinary Indian housewife, worrying 
about the rise in prices of vegetables 
and whether her daughter would 
come back safely from school. 

But what was a clear 
disappointment was the quality of her 
voice. It was a little rough, tending 
towards the masculine. This was in 
such marked contrast to her 
sweet-looking face. I remember 
noticing this aspect when I did my first 
interview with her, way back in 1989. 

The Asian Track and Field 
Championships were taking place in 
New Delhi; 1 met Shiny along with her 
husband Wilson on the morning of 
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the SOOm final at the Athletes Village. 
This was in a resort-type location ai 
Surajkand in nearby Haryana. She 
had been married to Wilson Cherian 
for just over a year. They looked like a 
couple deeply in love. With giggles 
and an occasional laugh, they posed 
for photographer Utpal Sorkar. 

There was no doubt that she was 
media savvy in a guileless way. 

She never rebuffed a journalist and 
politely explained why she could not 
give an Interview at a particular time. 

She never spoke ill of the coaches or 
the other athletes. I don't know what 
her private thoughts on them were 
like. She deftly skirted the question of 



Shiny Wilton: • groat Asian athlata 

whether Indian athletes took drugs or 
not. "I don't know. I don't want to 
comment on that," was her reply. 

And she admonished me gently 
when I met her in Madras a few years 
later at her nicely furnished home at 
the Railway Quarters. I had done a 
story on former Bangalore-based 
swimmer Loraine Verghese's 
sensational allegations of sexual 
harassment of women by coaches in 
Indian camps. I asked Shiny whether 
athletes, like swimmers, also suffered 
from sexual harassment. 

She did not answer the question. 
Instead, she said, "You did the story 
and it has become a controversy. But 
do you know that a lot of young 


woman athletes from Kerala are 
having a difficult time getting married. 

"As soon as parents of 
prospective grooms hear that the girl 
is an athlete and is in a training camp, 
they think that she must be of a loose 
character and probably, having an 
affair with the coach, A lot of 
heartbreak has occurred because of 
that story." 

She told this to me witljeyes so 
filled with sadness that I felt terribly 
guilty. Most of the time, I realised, we 
are unable to gauge the impact of 
what we write. 

On that quiet, sleepy, mid-summer 
afternoon, as she went into the 
kitchen to get a cup of tea, I took the 
opportunity to peer closely into her 
trophy cabinet. There were rows and 
rows of gold, silver and bronze 
medals, trophies, mementoes, and 
certificates. The number seemed 
easily in the three figures, probably 
nearing 200. 

In pride of place was the Arjuna 
Award (and now it must be the Padma 
Shri which she won in the Republic 
Day honours this year.) It is only 
when you see a cabinet like this, that 
you can really understand the extent 
of her achievement. (I had the same 
sense of awe when I saw P.T.Usha's 
cabinet at her parents' home at Payolli 
in Kerala.) 

Shiny Wilson served her country 
with a great deal of self respect and 
dignity. It is true that she was only an 
Asian champion and made no impact 
on the international scene. But her 
deeds were all the more credit worthy 
because she was just a simple girl from 
Thodupuzha in Kerala, coming from a 
middle class family, who had this 
unexpected nascent talent for 
running. 

Despite that, she was criticised a lot 
in the media (this writer was one of 
that ilk) during her career because of 
her lack of accomplishments on the 
world scene. In the end, the scribes' 
rantings have rightfully vanished into 
the wastepaper basket in people's 
minds while the exploits of Shiny 
Wilson are permanently etched in 
India's athletic history. 

Shevlin Sebastian 
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DESH KA 

The Sahara Cup was started with the express intention of improvir 
maintain an excellent relationship, the tournament has so far nc 


BY INDRANiL MAJUMDAR 

C R[C KLT hcls in \ tr 

depended c mIusim ly on 
()iuilnv toi Ms drotn^ iind 
extileineni Thi usunl 
Iwisisand tinnsol tin yaine have 
been ai.i()rnpam(.d by the various 
soiial tiononiK and iioliin.al vhanjjes 
ibaialfeita nation Against tins 
vaiying backdioplns tin oiigiii ol the 
tension riddt n baiile of vviis between 
India and Pakistan 


It s not |usi vrieket it s war minus 
the shooting Before the Wot Id C up 
qiiaitei hiial in Bangalore a 
cardiologist at the Federal 
(jovcrninent Seivitts Hospital in 
I ahoie had warned heart patients to 
Slav away Irom TV sets The tense 
linal oveis might diag llieni into 
another heart trouble as a sudden 
surge m blood ptessLire IS extremely 
dangeiotis thedoctoi ohseived 

Sachin Tendulkar has been the centre of 
India s cricketing fortunes in recent times 
Here be and teammates applaud Saurav 
Ganguly 


The volatile diplomatic 
relationship the nuclear tests and the 
exchange of military hre on either 
side of the border has led to a growing 
animosity between the two countiic's 
The bat tie IS often dubbed as a test of 
coinage guts and commitment A 
deleat here comes close to death With 
the renewal ol regulai India-Pakistan 
louts still at a prenatal stage citizens 
ol both countries have a lot at stake 
ev en if it is played m fai away Toronto 
Expatiiates too look forward to it as 
an occasion to renew then national 






SAHARA ? 


lations between India and Pakistan. While the cricketers of both nations 
iped in improving ties 


pride. 

The players, though, remain 
unfazed by all this. In fact, they have 
always vouched for more cricket 
contacts in either country. "It is good 
for the cricketers and good for the two 
countries as well," former Pakistan 
manager Imikhab Alam maintains. 

I Mohammed Azharuddin has 
always been forthcoming on this 
issue. "Caste, creed and religion are 
personal things. It should not harm 
the human beings as such. If cricket 
can bring peace and unity between 


nations, I will be the happiest and 
proudest." 

Former Pakistan skipper Irnran 
Khan, who is idolised even today in 
many Indian homes, has always been 
against the strained relationship and 
politicising sport. 

"I'm against the politics of 
confrontation...! also completely 
disagree with the Indian 
government's sending of troops to 

For the Indian expats, tournaments tike the 
Sahara Cup help in fostering a sense of 
national ioontity 


Kashmii. The woist atrocities are 
committed when an ai my is sent to 
civilian areas... It's a political problem 
which requires to be sorted out across 
the board People must appreciate 
that dialogue can achieve a lot of 
things 

"With Kashmir, I honestly 
don't know when things will get 
better. I personally see it as a very sad 
scenario...The way we'ie aiming 
ourselves... We should, instead, be 
concentrating on human welfare. 
Both countries whip up hysteria 
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which is totally unnecessary," he has 
maintained right through his career. 

Newly-appointed Pakistan coach 
Javed Miandad has also called for a 
renewal of cncketing ties. "A priority 
of mine, honestly, is to help improve 
reiations For that, there's no better 


matches is as important as getting 
the Pakistan team to be more 
consistent." 

In fact, the bitter memories of that 
World Cup quarter-final loss still 
lingers in Miandad's memories. The 
Pakistanis had sneaked back into 


were, because they feared the 
atmosphere vitiated by the violent 
reaction of their countrymen. 

Maybe, all the frenry was 
heightened by the razor sharp thrust 
of a knockout situation in which the 
teams had to perform or perish. But 


vehicle than cricket. Moreover, now 
that Tin the coach. I'll call for a quick 
revivai oi the Test series. To me getting 
India and Pakistan to resume Test 

victory and defeat in the two 
by the 

the the was 

exactly 

None needle edge to the 

atmosphere the teams 


their country by the back door as it 

Azbaruddin hat always baliavad that crickat 
can play a crucial part in bringing togathar tha 
maatat in India and Pakistan 


then it was not as if the heavens 
opened up because India won that 
day, nor did the skies cave in because 
Pakistan lost. The reactions to the 



Bangalore, will be felt at the Toronto 
Cricket, Skating and Curling Club 
though the annual event has now 
raised expectations. The players 
certainly do not have to experience 
the stifling atmosphere while playing 
at home or away, and the neutral 
venue probably makes the game that 
bit more exciting. Limited overs 
cricket is a whimsical game likely to be 
buffeted even more by wild swings of 
fortune, than the cllchetic glorious 
uncertainties of cricket. 

The Indians, with their current 
form and track record, certainly look 
to have an edge over Pakistan, dogged 
by their own internal problems. 
Azhar's men are confident of 
sustaining their winning streak and 
also seem capable of defending the 
honours they won so convincingly 
last year. 

This Indian side of 1998 seem to 
negotiate the chicanes with the 
felicity and skills of a Michael 
Schumacher in a Formula One racing 
car. They are coming out of these tight 
turns in every match, and are racing 
out of them with a cool nerve. 

They won it in Dhaka against 
Pakistan, then to confirm that it was 
not just a flash in the pan, they 
overcame the world champions in 
another gripping final in Colombo. In 
between, there has also been the 
Sachin Tendulkar brilliance that 
forced the Australians into 
submission in Sharjah. 

Bolstered with possibly the best 











opening pair in Tendulkar and Sourav 
Ganguly, the Indians have enjoyed a 
solid start very often. This, in turn, has 
made the task of the middle-order 
batsmen a lot easier. But the real test 
lies ahead. 

The middle-order has often showed 
signs of fragility, specially in situations 
when the openers have not got going. 
It was repeatedly evident even against 
weak opposition like Kenya and 
Bangladesh in the triangular seties last 
May. Against stronger opposition this 
might have fatal consequences. 

One of the main reasons for India's 
success in the Sahara Cup last year 
was their bowling. The medium 
pacers had utilised the conditions 
effectively. A lot will depend on how 
they live up to their reputation this 


time. 

The stint with consultant Bob 
Simpson should also come in handy 
for the Indians. The improvements in 
fielding and running between the 
wickets, the two areas the Australian 
has been paying special attention to, 
should be all too apparent. 

Pakistan cricket, of late, has made 
more news on betting and 
match-fixing allegations surrounding 
the team. Former skipper Wasim 
Akram has even hinted at retirement. 

"What I want from the board is 
guidance and not constant bickering 
over betting. I am tired of all this. I 










VENKATFSH 
PRASAD has been 



BYAISHWARYA LAKSHMI, 
BANGALORE 


in and out of the Indian team for the past couple of seasons. 


But that has not 
dented his confidence 
nor his motivation 
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(ITI) 

way 


ROM a tennis ball cricketer play mg in 
the lanes of Doorvani Nagar in 
Bangalore where his father worked 
with the Indian Telephone Industries 
B K Vcnkaiesh Prasad has come a long 


Hailing from a traditional and religious 
middle ciass family—his mother is a 
housewife and he has three sisters Though 
nobody in the nearest family circle played 
|)fc cricket— Prasad received good support 
I encouragement from his family members 


when he took to the game on his own 
His tennis ball cricket friends then told him 
to take up leather ball cricket so that he could 
at least play in the Ranji Trophy But in school 
there was no cricket team so he had to play 
hockey and even look part in one of the 
inter school tournaments From that humble 
position to receiving the Ceat International 
Cricketer of the Year award in its first year of 
inception ts no mean achievement 
Prasad has now got back into the Indian 
team with his new ball partner and 


I 






Karnataka mate Javagal Srinath with whom 
he enjoys a special relationship. Thus he must 
now be relieved that the latter's recovery 
following a serious shoulder injury is 
complete. 

Prior to his departure for Chennai for the 
first of the World Cup camps, Prasad spared 
some time for an exclusive interview with 
Sportsworld. His wife Jayanthl, is a top 
executive in Titan and the woman 
behind his success was also present at his 
Indira Nagar house, busy with their 16-month 
old son Prithvi. 


The following are excerpts from the 
interview: 

Your bowling with Srinath in tandem is 
more deadlier than you bowling solo or 
' with any other bowler. Why is It so? 

I think, that's because we've been playing 
together for the state and the country for a 
long time. Srinath has a better knowledge and 
being more experienced, he keeps telling me 
what exactly I should be doing on the field. 
That helps me to gain some knowledge, and to 
know how to bowl on different wicke ts. 

That's the way we work and have succeeded 1 
together. ' 

We've also been good friends both 
on-and-off the field. We share the room 
together (laughs). And it's nice to have him 


SWI 


around because he's a lively charaaer, full of 
humour. It's good to be with him. 

One of the most significant moments in 
your career has been the dismissal of 
Aamir Sohail In the 1996 Wills World Cup 
quarter final against Pakistan. Can you 
recollect the event and your feelings? 
Because that dismissal was the turning 
point of the match. 

I don't think 1 can ever forget-that incident. I 
think it was all in the game and actually 




With his wife Jayanthi and 
16-nionth son Prithvi 
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everything came out from within ... he hit me 
for a four, then he showed me his bat, then I 
got him out, showed him the pavilion. It was 
all done in good spirits. Of course, that was the 
turning point of that game. Because Pakistan 
were cruising very well. After I removed 
Sohail, we got on to the winning track. 

Can you recollect that delivery? 

It was. I guess, the fifth ball of that particular 
over. The first four deliveries, 1 bowled over 
the wicket for him. He got a couple of fours in 
those four balls. Realising that he was a 
southpaw and his strong point was the cut 
shot, I switched over to round the stumps to 
create some sort of confusion in his mind and 
to keep him guessing about my next delivery. 
And it happened with that delivery. 

Off the field you are known to be an 


Introvert. Does the media attention and 
the continuous clamouring of fans get to 
you? 

No, not at all. I mean, the fans or the media 
have not bothered me so far. The media, in 
fact, has been very good to me. Basically my 
character is like that. I would not like to 
discuss too many things with everyone. My 
wife being a great supporter of me, I share all 
my feelings with her alone. 

Most cricketers cool off listening to 
music after a match. How do you relax? 

Immediately after a day's game, I think about 
the match more than likening to music. What 
exactly happened, where did I go wrong and 1 
try to find answers for that. After that, I stay 
back in the room, listen to music or watch TV. 
1 listen to old Hindi film songs, basically of 
Kishore Kumar or Mohammed Rafi. 








After Kapil, it was felt that India would motivate mvscif to make a comeback To keep Pictured m his drawing 

not produce fast bowlers any more. Now myself physically fit, I was doing a lot of J®®"' 

there is you, Srinath, Mohanty, Agarkar running weight training fielding practice angaore 

etc. What is the reason for this? and I used to bowl a lot in the nets 

I think the pace academies which have tome I even went to Australia through the MRF 

up in India are encouraging fast bowling Pace Foundation And learnt a few things in 

especially the MRF Pace Foundation at Adelaide at the cricket academy like the right 

Chennai They have done a lot of good to my methodsofdoing weight training etc It was 

career Even Mohanty was a trainee at the very helpful I never missed the praaice 

MRF But my only regret is that we don't have during that time and kept doing what 1 should 

good fast tracks I thinlcsuch wickets are the have 

need of the hour, so as to encourage fast My wife also provided me with lots of 

bowling in India motivation Of course, my confidence level 

You have been in and out of the Indian was the same as in the past It did not take a 

team. How have you kept up your battering at all 

motivation? Has your confidence taken 

a battering? Is the competition for places in the 

It's a bit difficult to answer But the Indian team getting stiffer and stiffer? 

motivation has to come from within When I Will you be able to maintain the 

was not playing for India I had to really Prasad-Srinath combination? 
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Yes I do agree, tlie compcmion is getting stiffen 
at the top I feel it s a healthy and good sign 
Now It s good to know brinath is perfectly all 
right and has come hack It's good to have him 
back in tin side and to bowl along with him I 
hope together we 11 do very well once again 

Please tell us something about your 
married life? Where did you meet your 
wife? How does it feel to be a father? 

I inei layanthi in ihe Titan office where she is 
working 1 happened to meet her through a 
common friend I mean, that's how 
e\ erything started and we got married in April 
1 ‘>96 Well when I was not there in the team 1 
used to spend most of my time playing with 
rny son Prithvi after my routine exercises It 
feels really good to be a father He s very cute 
and I enjoy being with him 

You were not there when your wife gave 
birth to your son. Do you feel cricket 
takes away too much from the players? 

Yes cricket does take away a lot from a playei 
But you know being professionals, I think we 
need to sacrifice a lot of things like slaying 
away from the family dui mg tours and things 
like that This was more so when my wife was 
carrying and I was not there with her 1 give all 
credit to her for taking care entirely on her 
own Well, I really missed those precious 
moments when my son was born 

Is international cricket changing? What 
do you think of this non-stop 
international cricket calendar? 

I feel, one has to be very fit to play throughout 
the year Being a professional 1 don t think 
one should be complaining about the 
non-stop cricket being played It all depends 
on how good a player is mentally and 
physically Yes international cricket is 
changing But I don t think anybody up there 
should be complaining about that They 
should just get going with the matches 

Who is the most promising among the 
new crop of bowlers? 

Ajit Agarkar is doing very well Of course, D 
Ganesh is really bowling very well Recently, 
he has had a few good pei formances which 
saw Karnataka through to the Ranji final 
Mohanty is also doing well 



Personality-wise, you are not the 
prototype of a fast bowier. You don't 
•wagger, you don't sledge, and you don't 


Srinall) with Venkalcsh PrHs,i(l a successful cuiriliirMliaii forimli. 






even eyeball the batsmen. How do you 
keep the fires burning In the battle 
against the batsmen? 

Yes, a lot of people have told me that a fast 
bowler has to have all t.hcse attitudes like 
aggression, staring at the batsman and at 
times should do a bit of sledging too. But as far 
as I'm concerned, I feel if a batsman hits me for 
a four or a six, instead of doing all these things, 
1 would like to go back to my run-up and think 
'what went wrong with that delivery, what to 
bowl at him next, and how best I can get rid of 
him'. That's my way of keeping the lires 
burning. 

If it wasn't cricket, what would you have 
done? 

I'm not sure of what I would have done. I 
mean, I have never really given it a thought. I 
just love this game. Thank God, I have 
performed well and have done whatever little 
lean. 

Let me put it this way. At what stage of 
your career did you realise that there was 
a career for you in cricket? 

I played for the Bangalore University team 
when I was in Vijaya College. After that I 
Joined the Syndicate Bank. I started playing 
for Karnataka in 1990. Some time later, I 
played for the South Zone and that was when 
I thought of making it big in the game. I 
became more serious with my bowling and 
worked hard on my litness and concentrated a 
lot on fielding. 

After cricket what do you plan to do? 

I've no idea. I think it's a bit too early for me to 
answer that, for 1 feel I still have a few more 
years of good cricket left in me. 

The most difficult batsman to bowl to. 
And why? 

Sanath Jayasuriya. Because he picks the 
length and line of any delivery, and manages 
to hit almost every ball. And he's very 
consistent too. 

Among your contemporaries on the 
international stage, which bowler do you 
admire the most? And why? 

Srinath. He is very good and probably, the 
fastest bowler India has produced. To have a 
fast bowler coming from India is something to 
feel great. I also admire Wasim Akram and 
Allan Donald. In the past, I always liked 
Kapil's style of bowling. 
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HOT CHILE 

Chilean MARCELO RIOS is the first South American to be ranked 

Number One in the world 


BY PAUL FEIN 

D ON'T mess with Marcelo 
RiosI 

Petr Korda cartwheeled 
in celebration once too 
often after kicking Rios' butt in the 
Australian Open final. So Rios 
cartwheeled Korda right back when 
he crushed the Czech at Indian Wells 
and vowed, "Now every time I beat 
him. I'm going to do it." 

As an outstanding junior, Rios felt 
betrayed and outraged by not getting 
as much money as he had expected in 
a tennis graht. So he accused the 
president of the Chilean Tennis 
Federation of being a Mafia boss. 

Chilean journalists have written 
unflattering things about him for 
years. So what does Rios do to tell his 
side of the story? In an ironic twist, he 
now writes his own weekly column in 
Ei Mercurio newspaper. 

Rios realises that winning is the best 
revenge, though. Tennis' "Macho 
Man" has unleashed his pent-up 
aggression and prodigious talent on 
the court, and it's really paid off. He 
finished 1997 ranked No. 10, only one 
spot higher than in 1996, but it 
marked a breakthrough year by all 
other criteria. 

The former world junior champion 
displayed a rare all-court versatility by 
becoming the only Tour player to 
reach the fourth round or better at all 
four Grand Slam tournaments. Rios 
also won a Tour title, gained four 
!^)ther finals and racked up a perfect 
6-0 record in Davis Cup singles. 

Adding an inch in length to his 
iVonex racket at the start of 1998 


provided more firepower and reached his first Grand Slam final at 

immediately accelerated his the Australian, and then scorched the 

momentum. Rios rocketed to the Bell opposition to seize the coveted "Super 
South Open title in New Zealand, 9" crowns at Indian Wells, the Upton 








Championships and the Italian Open. 

After Rios took out Tommy Haas, 
Goran Ivamsevic, Thomas Enqvist 
and Tim Henman on the Lipton 
hardcourts, more than 1,000 
impassioned Chileans flew nine hours 
north to root for their hero m the final. 
They sang with pride and joy and 
chanted "Chi-lel Chi-iel" from the 
cheap seats as Rios beat Andre Agassi, 
the Star he grew up idolising, 
7-5,6-3,6-4, at his own high-powered 
groundstroke game. Afterwards, they 
unfurled a huge Chilean flag to 
celebrate the momentous occasion. 

The Lipton rourtfe/onse dethroned 
superstar Pete Sampras after a 
102-week reign and made Rios the 
first South American man to rank 
"numero uno." Back home in 
Santiago, thousands of ecstatic 
Chileans poured into the streets and 
celebrated their rare moment of global 
spotting glory by blowing trumpets, 
honking horns, dandng and Waving 


red, blue and white flags late Into the 
night. 

Ten days later, the same excitement 
and energy filled the presidential 
plaza in Santiago. More than 5,000 
fans greeted Rios with chants of "El 
Chino, El Chino"—a nickname for his 
slightly Asian features—as he was 
received by President Eduardo Frei. 

Rios' success means so much to 
Chile's 14 million people that 
"Marcelo is as big, if not bigger, than 
his president," says Larry Stefanki, his 
American coach. "You won't believe 
It unless you go down there. When he 
drives his car, everyone is screaming 
and honking at every corner, no 
matter what time of day or night. They 
go nuts. It's an unbelievable energy." 

The media has labelled the 
controversial Rios "the Chilean 
Agassi" because of his colourful attire, 
earring and unconventional 
pony-tail, plus his penchant for taking 
groundstrokes on the rise and 


whacking them. But Stefanki likens 
Rios and his "I will say what I think 
even if it offends people" credo more 
to another iconoclastic lefty, 1980s, 
superstar John McEnroe. 

"Both are multi-dimensional. They 
can play in the backcourt, the 
forecoun, and the net, and both play 
attacking tennis They see the court 
differently from other players, so their 
shot selection is less patterned and 
more instinctive, and opponents don't 
know what they're going to do," says 
Stefanki, who also coached McEnroe 
for two years. 

"Both are such artists; they aren’t 
power players," says Stefanki. "I joke 
with Marcelo a lot by calling him 
Picasso because he can take the pace 
off a hard, flat ball (shot) and hit 
angles off it. That's something very 
special that you can't teach. You're 
bom with that talent. Marcelo is 
without a doubt the most talented 
player right now. Ihaven't seen a guy 
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as Rented as him since Johnny Mac." 

Another similarity is that while 
both delight crowds with their 
dazzling shotmaking, they are rarely 
crowd favourites. When a reporter at 
the 1997 French Open asked Rios if it 
would bother him to have 15,000 
French people cheering against him 
when he played home*country 
favourite Amaud Boetsch, Rios 
replied: "No, I am looking forward to 
it. I am at my best when it is Just me 
against the world." 

"A lot of great champions have that 
same me*against-the‘World 
attitude," says Stefankl. "Johnny Mac 
had it. Connors had it. Nastase was the 
king of that. They use that energy to 
their advantage. Marcelo rises to the 
occasion when all the crowd is against 
him and uses that as a form of 
motivation." 

Lack of motivation, or to put it 
bluntly, tanking once stalled Rios' 
progress, as he is the first to admit. "I 
just didn't care if I lost the match, even 
if it was the semis or final" he„.^ 
adcnowledged during the 1998 
Australian Open. 

Rios' contretemps embarrassed 
himself and the sport so much that "A 
lot of guys asked me, 'Why are you 
tanking?' or 'Why don't you fight?' 
The more years you are on the tour, 
you realise that you can win matches 
even if you are losing." 

Peer pressure, heart-to-heart talks 
with Stefankl and two pivotal 1997 
French Open matches transformed 
Rios from a tanker to a tiger. Down 2-1 
in sets against Wayne Black and then 
behind 2-0 in sets against his brother 
Byron, Rios battled back for victories 
and showed he had the right stuff to 
win even when he was struggling. 

In a dramatic turnaround, Rios 
Hacked up a superb 6-1 record in, 
five-set duels last year. ''It's a tough 
sport and if you are not quite there, 
then you can lose to anybody," he 
said. "Ymi have to be really 
professional 24 houn a day." 

The 22-year-old Rios still walks to 
the beat of a different drummer, but 
Stefankl says, ^He's turning into a 
num. When Mucelo was thrqyim onto 
t|ie toutasthe top-rapked jun^min 


Mora than SOOO fm in Am prasidMitlal ptaza at 

Saatiago graatad Rloa,aa bo waa racabrad by 
Chiloaii Prasidoiit Frai, on attaining tho 
NumborOna ranking 

the world, he had lots of expectations 
and insecurities. He had a lot to prove 
to himself. He's matured and learned 
to take responsibility and deal with 
losses, which rarely happened when 
he was a Junior." 

That newfound maturity helped 
Rios handle his disappointing 6-2, 

6-2,6-2 thrashing in the Australian 
final. 

"Petr (Korda) played 
tremendously, but it was one of the 
rare occasions when Marcelo showed 
his nerves," says Stefanki. "Writers 
asked if that is going to gut 
(traumatise) Marcelo, and I said no. 
He's only gotten better. That 
(Australian final) was a motivating 
faaor, a positive, as it turned out." 

Although Rios' reign as No. 1 lasted 
only four weeks because he was 
sidelined with tendinitis in his left arm 
and couldn't defend a plethora of 
points, he more than re-a£firmed his 
winter-spring supremacy when he 
came back to win Rome and St.Polten. 

Even with an elbow that "still hurts 
after I play," Rios took on the far 
tougher half of the ItaHan Open draw 


and routed everyone. Henman, 
Thomas Muster, Richard Krajicek and 
Gustavo Kuerten all fellin straight 
sets, and the injured Alberto Gosta 
conceded the final in a walkover, 

"Guga,"the 1997 French champ 
and a 6-0,7-5 victim, marveled,''It'S 
tough to see where the ball's going. Hf 
plays it so deep I can't play my shbti ' 
I'm taller, but Marcelo is faster." 

But can "Napoleon in Nike"—as a 
scribe dubbed him for his 5'8", 
145-pound physique and $20 million 
attire contract—rule a sport 
increasingly dominated by the brute 
power of giant players? 

"A lot of people seem to think the 
6'4" hard hitter is always going to 
prevail. I've never bought that 
myself," says Stefanki. "The splits and 
angles will win in that battle agahist 
sheer power. Obviously, you have to 
have the speed that goes along vrith 
that small body. Marcelo has 
tremendous foot speed ais well as hand 
speed." 

Another point vWuth mentioning is 
that "Marcelo doesn't play his size," 
as Agassi conceded after Rios took the 
ball as early as he did and hit it back 
harder in the Lipton final. 

The Little Big Man needed 
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considerable convincing, though, 
before he stopped believing he should 
hit a lot of aces. During Indian Wells, 
double Grand Slammer Rod Laver 
reinforced Stefanki's longtime 
suggestion and correctly prediaed 
that if Rios strived for more placement 
and guile rather than potver, he 
would attain No. 1. 

Since then Rios has changed his 
philosophy towards serving and 
reaped enormous dividends. While 
it's Qo surprise that Rios dominates 
the ATP Tour's service returns 
statistics, he also ranks first in service 
games won and second-serve points 
won as well as ninth In first-serve 
points won. 

Although Rios was raised on soft 
clay and confides, "Before I didn't 
want to play on hard courts, even 
j^oors," he now prefers hard courts, 
on which he's already won three titles 


this year. Stefanki believes that the 
more open-minded Rios serves and 
returns well enough to conquer grass, 
too. "If Agassi can win Wimbledon, I 
knowMarcelo can." 

Recently, Rios has also shown more 
thoughtfulness and finesse in his 
personal life, perhaps as a result of his 
relationship with lovely Patricia 
Larrain, a Chilean model and TV 
penonality. The son of a wealthy 
engineer had an eye-opening 
experience when he fulfilled an ATP 
obligation and visited a Memphis 
hospital during the tournament there. 
Among the children he met was a 
Chilean boy who had undergone a 
heart transplant operation. 

When Rios signed the boy's shirt, 
the youngster began to cry. "Later 
that afternoon, Marcelo came to me, 
and he couldn't understand why the 
kid was so emotional" recalls > 


Stefanki. "Marcelo isjust starting to 
realise the impact he has on little kids 
as the biggest sports hero in Chile. He 
was shocked. And he got very 
emotional. It was very heartfelt. 
Marcelo doesn't get very emotional, 
but that was one of the few times." 

After a tournament match the boy 
was wheeled on the court, and 
Marcelo gave him a shirt and 
poignantly put his arm around the 
boy and comforted him. "It was very 
touching to me because a lot of people 
don't see that side of Marcelo," says 
Stefanki. "He tries to mask that." 

Rios may never turn charming and 
win popularity contests outside of 
South America. But if more nice-guy 
stories like this get out, his days as 
"The Most Hated Man in Tennis" 

—the title of a slanted Sports 
///usrntred feature—are over. • 



TOP BATTING PARTNERSHIP AGGREGATES FOR THE FIRST WICKET 


Partners 

Runs 

For 

Inns 

No 

Avge 

Highest 

Partnership 

100 

50 

0 

Qrsanidge and Haynes 

5150 

Wi 

102 

4 

52.55 

192* 

15 

24 

3 

David Boon and Geoff Marsh 

3524 

Australia 

66 

0 

40.05 

212 

7 

25 

5 

Aamir Sohall and Saaad Anwar 

2513 

Pakistan 

66 

0 

36.08 

173 

3 

17 

2 

tandulkar and Sourav 

2246 

India 

42 

1 

54.82 

252 

7 

10 

1 

Mohsin Khan and Mudasaar Nazar 

1762 

Pakistan 

54 

1 

33.62 

141 

2 

10 

2 

Gavaskar and Srikkanth 

1660 

India 

55 

0 

30.55 

136 

2 

11 

5 

Bruce Edgar and John Wright 

1520 

New 

Zealand 

43 

1 

36.19 

113* 

2 

8 

1 

Andrew Hudson and Gary Kiratan 

1510 

S. Africa 

39 

0 

38.72 

166 

4 

8 

2 

Haynes and B.C. Lera 

1495 

WI 

40 

2 

39.34 

175* 

5 

4 

3 

Jayasuriya and Kaiuwltharana 

1353 

Sri Lanka 

45 

0 

30.66 

129 

2 

11 

1 

Jadaja and Tsnduikar 

1315 

India 

22 

0 

59.77 

178 

5 

7 

0 


Best Opening Stand 


Batsmen 

1 Sachin Tendulkar and 
Sourav Ganguly 

2 DIpak Chudasama and 
Kennedy OtIeno 

3 David Boon and 
Geoff Marsh 

4 Rameez Raja and 
Saeed Anwar 

5 Rameez Raja and 
Saeed Anwar 

6 Chandeipaui and 
Stuart Williams 

7 Athey and 
Graham Gooch 

8 Greenldge and Haynes 

9 Gary Kirsten and 
MJR Rindei 

10 Mark Taylor and 
Mark Waugh 

Updated tw 31.7.1898 


Runs 

For 

Opponent 

Date 

Venue 

252 

India 

Sri Lanka 

7.7.1998 

Colombo 

225 

Kenya 

Bangladesh 



212 

Australia 

India 

7.9.1986 

Jaipur 

204 

Pakistan 

Sri Lanka 

4.2.1993 

Sharjah 

202 

Pakistan 

Sri Lanka 

17.2.1990 

Adelaide 

200* 

West Indies 

India 

3.5.1997 

Bridgetown 

193 

England 

New Zealand 

18.7.1986 

OldTrafford 

192* 

West Indies 

New2taaland 

29.3.1987 

Christchurch 

190 

S. Africa 

Pakistan 

12.1.1995 

Johannesburg 

189 

Australia 

Sri Lanka 

12.1.1996 

Perth 



COMPILED BY HARI PRASAD CHA1 
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SPOT LIGHT 


BY ANDY O'BRIEN. AUSTRALIA 


S HANE WARNE was a plump, 
naive, erratic leg spinner 
when he nervously debuted 
for the Victorian Sheffield 
Shield team back in 1990-91. 

His teammates recall the loud music 
which announced his arrival outside 
the MCG dressing rooms even before 
he pulled up in his rusty Cortina. 

The love of the loud music hasn't 
changed, but these days it blares from 
a convertible, midnight blue Ferrari. 

The bloke inside the car also says he 
hasn't changed 

The world's greatest leg spinner 
maintains he's still an honest loyal 
teammate who enjoys the simple 
things in life. 

What has changed though is that 
Shane Warne can no longer walk the 
streets of Melbourne, or, for thal 
matter, any Australian city, without 
being mobbed. In a country which 
loves sport but is somewhat blase 
about seeing famous people walk the 
malls or the shopping centres, it is 
remarkable that Warne attracts such 
attention and popularity. 

He admits there is nothing he 


SHANE WARNE is 
hoping that he will 
recover from his 
shoulder operation 
and be in action by the 
^nd of this year 
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enjoys more than "going to the 
football (Aussie rules), tucking into a 
pie with sauce and yelling abuse from 
the stands." 

But life has changed for Wame. It is 
not as simple as he would like it to be. 
When he went to watch his favourite 
Aussie rules football team St Kilda 
play recently he turned up Incognito, 
with his beanie pulled down, 
sunglasses on and wearing a long, 
black Jacket. 

Does he sometimes wish he could 
be somebody else on days like that? 

"While I wouldn't swap places with 
anyone in the world," he says, "at 
times it can be frustrating. I don't 
mind and never have minded signing 
autographs; it's just the timing that 
sometimes can ^ annoying." 

Warne's popularity has not merely 
been an image thing. It's also got a lot 
to do with his on-the-field 
achievements. 

To most Australians, much of their 
national team's success over the last 
few years has been due to the Wame 
Fear Factor. No other cricketer has 
made such an impression on the 
Aussie spmrts psyche since Sir Donald 
Bradman. And that's the reason why 
Warne's shoulder problems and his 
recent announcement that he may 
never play again has shocked 
Australia out of its white flannels. 

He is on the talk shows, the news 
bulletins, the current affairs 
programs—you name it, he is there 
explaining his injury and now 
reassuring people that he will be back. 

"Firstly, the surgeons said if I had 
gone on much longer, I would have 
done serious long term damage to the 
shoulder. My cartilege had collapsed, 
so they had to re*attach it to the 
bone," he explains. 

"I had a tear in my supraspinatus 
muscle and general wear and tear in 
the AC joint. The operation is actually 
called a slaplesion, which is a mi(]or 
operation that no other cricketer has 
ever had. A few javelin throwers and, 
more commonly, baseballers have 
had the operation. Some have made 
successful comebacks. Others have 
never played agaiil." 

So this is really serious stuff? 


"For sure," he replies, "There is a 
chance I may not play again. 

However, I certainly haven't looked at 
it like that. I was hoping to be right in 
time for the first Test against the poms 
in November. The medical opinion at 
the moment seems to lean more 
towards after Christmas. One thing is 
for sure, I won't be coining back until 
it is 120 per cent. I have to think long 
term because I want to play for 
Australia for another five yean." 

If anything good has come out of all 
this, it's allowed Wame to spend some 
'normal' time with wife Simone and 
baby daughter Brooke. 

"During an eight month period last 
year," Wame recalls, "we only spent 
four days at home. You almost have to 
get to know your wife again." 


"Firstly, the surgeons said if ( 
had gone on much longer, I 
would have done serious 
long-term damage to the 
shoulder. My cartilege had 
collapsed, so they had to 
re attach it to the 
bone," Shane Warne 


Wame spend most of his time 
relaxing...where else but at the Shane 
Wame Room at Melbourne's of fidai 
All Star Cafe. And therein lies the 
criticism which every Shane Wame 
critic likes to repeat. 'The man is an 
international sportsman who is 
overweight, but still manages to live a 
life of luxury having never put in a full 
day's work. 

Wame has become immune to such 
criticism, as all champions must be. He 
laughs it off by saying, "Yes, in tact,I 
worked for a Jewellery store and 
Mayers department store in the city. 
My most memorable job though was 
as the delivery man for Forty Winks 
bedding store. My best trick was* 
standing at the front door with a 


queen-size mattress on my shoulder 
and ringing at the same time." 

Maybe that'Was where the shoulder 
trouble begani But shoulder problem 
or not, cricket experts still tip him to 
be the only real threat to Kapil Dev's 
world record of 432 Test wickets. "I 
don't really set myself goals of how 
many wickets. I keep it very simple, 
and I just want to try my best all the 
time. Some days it works and some 
days it doesn't. If 500 wickets was to 
come along, that would simply be an 
added bonus," he says. 

Shane Wame may not have a 
timetable for his career even though 
he targets a "Christmas feast of 
wickets," but if he were never to play 
cricket again, not only would it be an 
Irreparable loss to Australian cricket 
but world cricket would also lose one 
of its true characters...both on and off 
the field. 

As he recuperates in the Shane 
Wame Room surrounded by his 
memorabilia, Wame admits that he 
sometimes thinks, 'is this really 
happening to me?' 

"The first thing as a youngster was 
to play, like most other Aussie 
youngsters, in the Australian Football 
league," he said, "When I played 
many backyard cricket 'Tests', I never 
honestly thought about or aspired to 
be a Test cricketer. 1 suppose 1 was a 
person who was in the right place at 
the right time when Australia was 
looking for a leg spinner. 

"When first selected, I seriously 
doubted whether I was good enough 
for the Test level. During my debut 
Test, my coach Terry Jenner 
challenged me as to what sacrifices I 
had made to be worthy of wearing the 
baggy green cap. 

"It was perhaps at that point I 
decided to make some sacrifices. 
During the off-season that followed, I 
worked extremely hard at fitness and 
technique because I knew I wanted to 
be a Test cricketer. I'd had the taste." 

Today, there are many in this 
country who add Shane Warne's 
shoulder to their daily prayers. Not 
bad for a guy who decided that he 
wanted to play cricket seriously after 
he had made his Test debut! # 
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WORLD OF TENNIS 


The 

Not tingham 

Britain can claim to be favourites against 
India in the Davis Cup play-off. They have 
the home advantage, and they also have 
Henman and Rusedski in the squad. But in 
Leander, India have a player who is 
known to pull a few surprises when he plays 
for his country 







A s in every sphere of sport, superman we will be dealing with doubles exploits don't count In this 

luck of the draw is a major while discussing India's prospects in process of evaluating a tennis player, 

factor in the Davis Cup. The the ensuing World Group play-off tie And what have we got from him . 

team blessed with the against Britain. when he's been on assignment for the 

home advantage enjoys a clear 'lead' country? Well, what not—an 

even before its rivals have had the Leander Adrian Paes. That's the individual Olympic bronze, countless 

chance to contest a point. But, as the name which defines an enigma. That's Davis Cup upsets and an endless string 

traditionalists will argue, it's that very the superman who has carried this of inspirational, 

element of luck—or ill-luck, as the impoverished tennis nation to sweat-and-gut-spiliing efforts. Bigger 

case may be—which makes this yearly unexpected orbits time and time the challenge, the more charged - tip 

tennis meet one of the most again. What a contrasting piaure his Leander is for the occasion, 

fascinating team competitions in the report card depicts while comparing In Davis Cup no test is, of course, 

sporting universe. performances on the ATP Tour and off suffer than a World Group tie away 

The element of uncertainty and the it. He's close to completing eight years from home. With the ludc of the ilraw 

fear of the unknown in alien tnritory on the Tour, and it's only recently that favouring India more often than not, 

act as catalysts to infufe a sense cA our man from Beckbagan Row has this decade, Leander has j^yed no 

challenge In brave-hearted started getting the big results. He won more than six away Ue»— of which 

performers, thereby enhancing the his maiden Tour title in July and only three have been against World 

charm of this unique competition. claimed the scalp of Pete Sampras last Group opposition. The young pro 

Thrown into pressure-cooker month. He has a career-high ranking could salvage just one of those ties for 

sltuaUons which test the nerves as no better than 73, a Grand Slam best his dear counuy-Hthat famous Frctfus 

much as one's sidUs, the 'men' emerge of a third-round appearance at last conquest in July '93, when he won 

unscathed while the 'boys' get burled, year's US Open. Not a match won in both his singles against Henri Leconte 

These boys come t dlmCa ddzen, the three main dmtvaiqieatances at and Amaud Boetsch to set up an 

menftnmUmetotime’^hutU'Sa Wimbledon. Of course, his enviable improbable 3-2 victory on the slow 

IS 
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ltd day €oitftiM>ut avtn in the other 
(iim.Xe«nder hainot mtsinhM 
empty'handed. He end Ramesh 
Xidshiaan captured the doubles 
against heavy odds in Sao Paulo seven 
years ago, tiiotigh BrazU ^ched all 
the four singles rubbers. Ihen* on the 
day courts pf Pribram last year, 
leander gave the Czech Republic 
team management a sleepless night by 
beating Jirl Novak on Day One and 
teaming up with Mahesh Bhupati to 
dahn the doubles the day after for a 
2-1 advantage. That the hosts 
pocketed both reverse singles on the 
final afternoon—Petr Korda was 
ludcy to come up against an injured 
Leander—is another story 

In a few days' time, Npttlngham is 
the piace where India's Davis Cup 
ma^dan will be out to add another 
chapter to his golden saga. Apparently, 
ahother routine job for Leander, this 
tie has a spedal significance in at least 
three counts. 

It is the first time Leander is making 
a 'comeback' to the team. After being 
inydved in each of India's 20 Davis 
Cup ties between lOSKiand '97, he 
opted out of this April's World Group 
fiist round clash in Italy to recover 
from a shoulder ailment. Not 
everyone was convinced about the 
seriousnem of Leander's injury, 
espedaiiy when he played well at 
CheniMi's Gold Flake Open the week 
following the Italy fie. 'there were 
even murmurs, quesrioninghis 
commitment towards the country, ft 
pained Leander, ftrrdng him to ask 
why a man who wants to be his 
country’s best Davis Cupper, ^ould 
HciRmi imponam tie defitxtatdy* 

The heat and dust generated over 
that injury issue surely makes the de 
versus Britain one to look forwird to. 
Knowing Leander, he wouldn't rejn 
content tUl he gav^ his aU on the 
Heaku^lon courts of Nottingham, 
Hut there would boephysio and a 
teamdocfor^hirthehrri fiihe cm a- 
imeigncftpwin diK^^providbjt^ 
addhioriilmfoii^and' '. : 




Mahesh. So Tim Henman and Greg 
Rusedski, better watch out! 

The most Interesting facet is the fact 
that this will be India's first tie on a 
hardcourt since Leander exploded 
into the team as a bubbly teenager 
nine summers ago. 

The Britons, armed with a 
Wimbledon semi-finalist in young 
Henman, could easily have opted for a 
grasscourt venue, but chose 
hardcourt—maybe to deny the 
Indians their 'strength'. If that was the 
logic, it's not bcised on sound 
judgement. • 

It is a myth that the Indians' 
favourite surface is grass. Ask 
Leander, ask Mahesh—and they'll tell 
you that a hardcourt is one they most 
love to play on. Except for home Davis 
Cup ties—which are becoming rarer 
these days—and a couple of^ 
tournaments including Wirnbledon, 
^our boys hardly get to see grasscourts 


Vijay Amritrai impaitf some of bis bmMnM 
tamn knowledge to Leander and Mahaeh 
(hidden). AmrHraj has always been a strong 
soppottorelLMder 

in their hectic travails across the globe. 
Just like any other tennis pro, they 
have to ply their trade mostly on 
synthetic hardcourt surfaces and 
claycourts. So India’s two-man army 
is definitely not complaining about 
Britain's choice of surface. 

The hosts, without a trace of doubt, 
have in Henman and Rusedski two 
high-quality players capable of 
sweeping the four singles rubbers. 

And their track record suggests they 
are very good on hardcourts. 

As in the lead-up to all of India's 
World Group contests, simple 
calculation again points to a British 
victory. If not by a 4-1 margin, at least 
3-2 —taking Into account the 
presence of the world No. 3 doubles 


team in Indian ranks and Leander's 
amazing ability to pull surprises oUt of 
the hat. 

Not to forget another critical factor 
which will be driving Henman and 
Rusedski to perform to the best of 
their ability—ever since they started 
donning British colours, neither of 
them has seen the team qualify for the 
prestigious 16-team World Group. 
And they must be aware that it was 
Leander and Ramesh who inflicted a 
crushing4-l defeat on Jeremy Bates 6- 
Co. the last time these t^Onations 
met. That, too, was a World Group 
play-off clash and captain Tony 
Pickard's dreams lay shattered on the 
lawns of Delhi's DLTA courts. 

It all adds up to a rosy British 
picture. But, they'll do well to keep 
the Leander faaor in mind. Many 
teams have underestimated him in 
the past and paid a heavy price. • 
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FLYING HIGH 

Almost from nowhere, VIJAY SINGH of Fiji wins the 
US PGA Golf Championship 


H e would think about 
winning a major every 
time he moved the 
furniture in hotel rooms to 
make room for practice. He would 
think about winning every time he 
handled a golf club, after he had 
banished himself to a Borneo rain 
forest. "Every year, you sec somebody 
walk up 18 and you wonder if that's 
ever going to be you," said Vijay Singh 
once. 

All that thinking crystallised into 
reality when the youngest of the four 
majors—the 80th PGA 
championship—was won by Vijay 
Singh. 

Here was a man who had been 
ostracised and shunned by the 
majority of the professional golf 
community. It has been a long, 
arduous journey for Vijay Singh to 
hell and back—and quite 
appropriately his victory (and 
redemption) came at a course whose 
name translates as "high heavenly 
ground." 

But the high heavenly ground has 
taken some time in coming fur the 
35-year-old Vijay. He was originally 
taught the game by his father and 
sharpened his skills in Asia and then in 



Africd. He is one of the few players 
who has played in both the American 
and European tours. 

Singh, who has been a winner on 
the PGA tour before has always been a 
sort of mystery man. Some found fault 
with his personality; others with his 
social graces. On top of it all, here was 
a man of Indian descent from an island 
on the Pacific. 

He's always had this streak of 
irresponsibility that did not endear 
him to many. In 1982, Singh decided 
that he could do with some mini-tours 
in Australia. Subsequently, he ran up 
bills which he never paid for. Not 
surprisingly, he was banned from 
competition. 

And then in the mid 1980s, he was 
accused of cheating during the 
Malaysian Open. Apparently, he had 
altered the card between the green 
and the scorer's tent. And before he 
knew it, he had been suspended from 
the Asian tour. 

Very soon, circumstances forced 
him to take up a club job as a pro in the 
middle of a Borneo rain forest. "That 


was my lowest point," siid Singh, 
"Out in the jungle, thinking about 
what I was going to do next. I don't 
think too many golfers have done 
that. It taught me to respect the game 
a lot more." 

But those dark and painstaking 
hours in Borneo might have laid the 
ground-work fora better player. In 
between giving lessons to workers 
from Shell Oil, he developed a habit of 
spending houjs on the praaicc tee. 

And ever since, the secret of his 
success has been work and more 
work. "I have never seen anyone 
work as hard as that man," Nick Price 
said after Singh's triumph, "1 once 
tried to spend time hitting more balls 
than Vijay, but after four hours, I told 
my caddie I couldn't go on. Vijay was 
still there." 

Vijay's current success can also be 
attributed to a good caddie. David 
Renwick, a 45-year-old, is a caddie 
who had once worked on a North Sea 
o il rig Renwick has carried bags for 
Jose Maria Olazabal before and is 
regarded as one of the best caddies in 
the world. 

When Singh and Renwick got 
together 15 months ago, they were 
immediately christened "golf's odd 


S£RVO: THINK OF 
IT AS AN UMBRELLA 
FOR YOUR ENGINE. 
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couple,"—a towering Fijian and a 
small Scottish caddie 

The chemistry they share has 
something to do with the tough times 
both of them have faced over the 
years A few years back, Renwick was 
the driver in a car-crash in which a 
caddie fnend died amidst the 
wreckage The scars from that 
accident still show When he caddied 
for Jose Maria Olazabal, he was often 
at the receiving end of the player's 
fiery temper It was not long before 
Renwick fired his Spanish master 
"No, I've had enough It's finished I 
have my pride," he told Olazabal as he 
left 

When Renwick took charge of 
Singh, he was quick to serve him an 
ultimatum "You'll win nothing 
unless you change your putting 
style," said a bashful Renwick, putting 
hisjobatnsk That advice was at work 
when Singh won the US PGA 
championship His putting in the last 
round of the tournament helped him 
when he failed to find the fairway 
from the tec "Vijay has got more 
natural talent than anyone I've ever 
worked with," says Renwick now 

That IS a weighty testimony to 
Singh's playing prowess, for 
Renwick's list includes players of the 
calibre of Steve Elkington, the winner 
of the 1995 US PGA championship 

Singh, who now stays in Florida 
and London, still finds himself berated 
by some FijianP,M Sitiveni Rabuka, 
who is a long-standing critic, says that 
Vijay Singh flies the Fijian flag out of 
convenience But Singh couldn't care 
less "My dream has come true," says 
Singh. "What I did was unbelievable " 


REIGNS EVEN 
WHEN IT POURS. 
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FEATURE 


HEAL THE 
WORLD! 

Australian cricketer Steve Waugh has undertaken 
a new assignment: the upliftment of lepers children 
in Calcutta 


E was not influenced by 
Frenchman Dominique 
Lapicrre to devote himself 
to the cause of lesser 
mortals. Neither had the charismatic 


English ex-allrounder Ian Botham 
given his rival the lessons to achieve 
greatness off the field. But Stephen 

Stavfl Waugh with the CbaniMl Af/ffateam at 
the lepers colony in THagnrh 


Waugh, Australia's one-day captain, 
came to India as a missionary, 
committed to bring smiles on the lips 
of those innumerable innocent, yet 
deprived kids. By being the second 
foreign luminary to explore deeply 
the stigma associated with leprosy in 
this country and work for the children 
of the lepers, Steve has won the hearts 
of the people of this nation. 

For, much before his association 
with Udayan, Waugh was moved by 
"the astonishing ability of those kids 
to smile, brushing aside all the 
glumness. But only a poor man can 
know the riches of poverty. Only a 
poor man can know the riches of 
suffering....", he explained. With a 
Canon camera in hand, he has treaded 
the city —the lanes and the 
by-lanes, to scrutinise the living 
conditions. Calcutta, in particular has 
fascinated him—"from the hand - 
pulled rickshaws to the trams. 









Waugh waa aeeordatf a warm waicome by tba 
inmatn of Udayan. Thla ia a proiaet that Shna 
bolite eloaa to hia haait 

Everything has a novelty. It is a city 
where the capacity for hospitality has 
been pushed beyond imagining," 
insisted our protagonist. "I have seen 
in Calcutta how people learn, despite 
incredibly difficult odds, to survive, to 
share and to love." 

He realised that they needed to be 
loved in return. And, Steve Waugh' 
longed to spread himself among them, 
the opportunity came. "It was simply 
superb! I was so happy to see the kids 
at Udayan." The rest of the account 
has, in fact, been recited all over the 
world as the tale of a "foreigner who 
lost his heart in India." 

Steve Waugh symbolises the 
never-say-die spirit of an Australian. 
His image holds the combination of 
fortitude, grit, determination and 
instinct to kill. Surely, the only 
element that this gentleman hates is 
'defeat'. And perhaps, in life as in 
cricket, Steve would leave no stone 
unturned to see that his dreams are 
realised! 

Following are some excerpts from 
an interview 


Why did you select Calcutta as 
your field of activity? 

Calcutta always has had a special place 
in my heart. This was the city that saw 
us lift the World Cup in 1987. The 
cricket ground there (the Eden 
Gardens) holds fond memories for me. 
It virtually saw the emergence of a 
batsman called Steve. 

Also, on all seven of my previous 
visits 1 have spent much time, 
interacting with people, with 
interpreters, learning of their 
difficulties in a day-to-day existence. 
I’ve simply been fascinated by the 
variety that the city affords. Of course, 
much later. The City Of Joy has 
provided me with insight into issues 
one hardly gets to encounter on an 
organised trip. 

When was it that you seriously 
thought of devoting yourself to 
charity? 


1 was deeply moved by the pains of the 
less fortunate in this land. It's amazing 
how people tend to become victims of 
superstitions rooted deep in society. 
I've had the chance to witness how 
the kids of the lepers are ostracised 
without reason. My heart reached out 
to them. After I went back from India 
in 1996, following our World Cup 
campaign, it was in my mind to do 
something for these kids. Till then I 
had not seen Udayan but went on a 


leprosy mission to Titagarh on that 
visit. In Udayan I have got a project, 
that I long desired, to work for. Now 
it's my turn to do something. 

How much has your profession 
helped to further the cause? 

Being well recognised as a cricketer, it 
wasn't much difficult to convince 
people on the matter and accumulate 
funds. In fact the 'Current Alfairs' 
programme to raise money for the 


29 



photographs rashbfhawdas 


Orang Otang conservation project 
was watched by many last summer It 
raised a whopping $200 000 I had 
anchored the show We plan to air the 
capsule on Udayan in the same 
programme and raise funds It would 
not be much difficult because people 
have faith in me whether it's on or off 
the field Lot of the companies like 
Channel 9 and Foster's Lager have 
joined hands with us to promote this 
project 

Was the funds collected from 
Foster's Child Niteat par with 
your expectations? 

Yeah, 1 believe so! Eleven lakh 
rupees was not a bad sum People 
have been extremely nice to respond 
to our call I extend my heartfelt 
gratitude to the Calcuttans 

Back in Australia, how do you 

Stavt Waugh giving away a bat autograpbad 
by iba Australian tsam to the winnsr aftsr an 
auction 


plan to raise money? 

I've spoken to a number of wealthy 
businessmen about my project 
Hopefully they'll come to help 
Besides, Canterbury Rugby League, 
Foster's Beer and a soccer club is 
willing to donate a booty 

What are your future plans with 
Udayan? 

Future IS too far off I've to think of 
today To give them a better 
tomorrow the present has to be 
secure At the moment, the girl s wing 
IS being raised Funds are required for 
that We are working to assemble 
those funds 

Cricket has taken you round the 
globe. Have you thought of taking 
up such a project in any other 
country? 

I have visited the underdeveloped 
black colonies in South Africa, as well 
It IS not only in India that you find 




people in a pitiable state, such 
wretched conditions are found 
elsewhere too 


When you say that misery is 
everywhere, you must have also 
noticed the degree of it In 
different places 

Yes' In this sub-continent you may 
find the 'poorest of the poor' But 
hunger has not made them hostile 
They ve learnt to deal with their 
difficulties The lesser mortals here 
need a bit of help a bit of your 
kindness to lift themselves from such 
an unhealthy state 

Charity is a serious business. With 
the busy international cricket 
schedule as of today, how do you 
plan to do Justice to your project? 

1 do agree that charity is a serious 
business' At the same time I've my 
international cricketing 
commitments, too As a result, the 
responsibility lies on some of my 
trusted allies, here in India They'll 
take care of my baby I shall try to 
make frequent trips whenever I'm 
free I'm very serious about my 
commitments toward Udayan. I shall 




try to extend all help within my 
powers. Hope Almighty gives us the 
strength to perform. 

How much support do you get 
from your family? 

My family has provided me the 
necessary support, all through. 
They've helped me to look beyond 
cricket. The game is just a part of me. It 
has surely made me, what I'm today. I 
owe a lot to cricket. But, at the same 
time it has also helped me to look 
beyond its boundaries. 

When cricket doesn't go too well, 
you fall back on your family, they 
know you so well. Meeting 
people, in fact, has been my passion. 
My wife Liiette and my family has 
always been encouraging towards 
whatever I wanted to achieve. 

Is your brother Marie also 
interested in your charity 
projects? 

We may be genetically identical, but 
are different human beings. I don't 
know whether he would be as 
interested as me. 

What about your Australian 
team-mates? 


Yeahl A lot of them in fact have given 
me ideas to go about this job. 

You must have derived 
Inspiration from someone to 
devote yourself to such a noble 
cause... 

No, not really. You don't get inspired 
to do charity, twernight. It's your 
mental build-up. As I told you, it's the 
pain and suffering of the children that 
touched me more than anything else. 
Nature has robbed them of their 
laughter. But have you seen that they 
can smile as brilliantly as any other 
fortunate kid? My mission is to bring 
back smiles on those bcautilul faces. 
And I need help from all quarters to do 
so. Charity cannot be a single-handed 
effort. It has to come through the 
consolidated effort of a community. 

Has arty Indian cricketer helped 
you? 

I had spoken to Rahul (Dravid) and 
Sourav (Ganguly) for this. Hopefully 
they'll take some interest. 

There must be a huge sum 
involved in this project. Whom 
have you entrusted the 


resf^onsibility on to see that the 
sum is not mismanaged? 

Many generous souls like Sham 
Dudeja have devoted their services to 
Udayan for long. The well-wishers 
and workers for the projea have to 
take care so that funds are not 
misappropriated. 

What is the difference you saw 
during your second visit to this 
home for children, compared to 
the first? 

I'm sorry to say, the conditions have 
not improved, at all. 

Udayan also had received the 
entire royalties from Dominique 
Laplerre's City of Joy as financial 
aid. Couldn't you have worked for 
a different organisation, when 
there are thousand others? 

On a cricket tour I do not have much 
opportunity to go off the beaten 
tracks. The offer to visit Udayan came 
to me on the fourth and final day of 
the Test match in Calcutta, in March 
this year. I accepted it readily. The rest 
was history, of course. I did not know 
of Dominique Lapierre's association 
until I went there. I saw that the grants 
they had were not enough. Moreover, 
the construaion of the girl's wing was 
proposed but funds weren't ready. 
Hence, I got mentally prepared to raise 
money, for them, I saw that they 
needed help! Rev. Stephens put forth 
to rne the picture of their state of 
affairs. Overseeing the matters, 1 took 
interest in it. The rest followed. 

The generous Britisher Rev. 
Stephen James established the 
home for the poor 26 years back, 
the kind-hearted French writer 
worked to improve lt's« 
conditions, but failed to have 
much success. Do you think that 
you will be able to achieve what 
they haven't? 

The answer to your question cannot 
be given in such a short span. I do not 
know what is to be achieved out of 
this endeavour. But pray that 
Almighty bless them, bless an, for the 
upliftment of humanity! 

Interviewed by Rica Roy 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF 


ANGEL MARY 


JOSEPH 

Meet the athletics star of the Seventies 


BY AISHWARYA LAKSHMI 


F or the Asian Games^double 
Sliver medalist Angel Mary 
It's a horrible and lonely 
life these days The 
Bangalore-based Southern Railway 
employee was born on the same day 
as Sebastian Coe and completes 42 


this September 24 
She blazed the track in the 
Seventies with her exploits over the 
hurdles, the jumps, in the pentathlon 

Angel Mary is taan running wMti famed 
Karnataka aliiiatat Uday K-Prabhu, S.D.Eashan 
and Irana SaMhana during the '97 School 
National Gamas held at Bangaiora 


and the heptathlon But sadly, now 
she cannot sit for a long time, is unable 
to climb and not as flexible as she used 
to be, because of a serious car accident 
a head-on collision with a truck 
—she suffered last year 

"I was told by the doctor who 







treated me that if the Railway 
authorities had not delayed by 10 
hours I would have been pertectly 
OK,' bemoaned the 1979 Arjuna 
Awardee, 'the Railway Hospital 
where I was taken to had only a 
consulting orthopaedist who was not 
scheduled for a visit the day 1 met with 
the accident Of course, I was lucky he 
tame the next morning 

'Two more hours delay would have 
resulted in the chopping off my leg due 
to gangrene There was no fracture, 
no cut, no blood loss As there was 
only a dislocation of the right hip 
Joint, a close reduction was done by Dr 
Rajeev Naik If they had done that 
within an hour or two of the acodent I 
would have been perfectly all light " 

A mentally upset Angel now has 
not been able to take care of her two 
children—Nikita (Class three) and 
Natasha Manna Mathew (Class 
one)—and have left them at the 
Nirmala Convent Boarding School in 
Mysore 


Her husband Padiyara Chacko 
Mathew a purchase manager with 
the Sultan Qaboos University Hospital 
in Muscat, can only visit India once in 
eight months which means a day m 
the life of Angel Mary is not only 
lonely, but "just horrible 
"Leaving the children away and 
living alone is terrible " said Angel 
who seems to have no other 
alternative Tears rolled down her face 
as she continued because I ve never 
lived without them even for a single 
day Even after the accident I kept 
them with me They were with me till 
September last year when I was on 
leave After resuming duty, I found it 
very tough to manage with the 
children Without a servant it s very 
difficult and it's difficult to get a good 
servant too If I do get a good servant, 
even now I'm prepared to bring them 
back " 

Added to this, Angel is very much 
upset that the Railwavs have not 
given her a sports-connected job 


I ve requested them to put me on a 
sports job I can forget all this if I'm 
given what 1 like That could be a sort 
of diversion suite my husband is 
somewhere and my children have 
now gone to the boarding,' said 
Angel who once held the national 
records in the high jump, the long 
jump the 100 metres hurdles, the 
pentathlon and the heptathlon during 
her career 

Angel who finished second in the 
long jump and the pentathlon in the 
8ih Asian Games at Bangkok in 1978, 
quit active sports sometime in 1987 
when she last went as an official for an 
Inter-Railway meet She was taking 
care of sports in the Railways until she 
resumed duty after the birth of her 
second daughter That was in 1993 
and now she is eager to give back 
something to athletics which has 
made her a great name 

Though Angel is remembered as a 
distinguished athlete, what Is little 
known IS that she has made seven 
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Angal Mary with hartwo childran, Nikita (lafti 
and Natasha 


Senior National appearances in 
basketball —five times for Kainataka 
and twice for the Indian Railways, 
once even as captain 
As she confessed, monetarily, she is 
not greedy She is happy with 
whatever the Railways is providing 
her But the job satisfaction is not 
there “After I resumed duty, sports 
was removed from me for reasons I do 
not know even though I want to keep 
in touch with sports and share my 
experiences with juniors and do 
whatever I can for the Railways Of 
course, whenever anyone comes I do 
help them out though I'm not looking 
after sports But I would welcome a 
sports-connected job, for I have done 
my NIS diploma in athletics in 
1979-80 I'm trained in coaching and I 
feel my experience is not being 
utilised properly," noted Angel 
A senior welfare inspector (grade 
1), Angel had approached Suresh 
Kalmadi when he was the Railway 
Minister to press her case but nothing 
happened though there was a 
directive from the minister 
"We being sports appointees are 
not trained basically for the normal 
jobs My nature of work now is to get 
in touch directly with the employees 
which being a lady is a little tough for 
me With this damaged leg of mine it's 
really tough," felt Angel 
Sadly, Angel's trip to the Railway 
Sports Control Board in Delhi for 
selection for the post of assistant 
sports officer could not materialise as, 
a mere eight days before the 
interview, she had that gruesome 
accident 

' Of course, the Board was kind 
enough to offer me a second 
interview, sometime in April But I 
had not recovered from the injuries 
and was still in hospital Now 1 have 
requested them to give me another 
chance. Recently I have given a 
representation in this regard to the 
secretary of the Railway Sports 
Control Board Balkar Singh and even 
mentioned to him that I'm not 
asg^ing for an officer's promotion I 
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Just want an exclusive 
sports-in-charge post," revealed 
Angel. 

Unlike Shiny Wilson and P.T.Usha, 
Angel could not continue with her 
career 

even after becoming a mother. "My 
husband had told me to get back to 
sports if 1 was interested. But since he 
was away I had no one to help me out 
in looking after Nikita. So, 1 could not 
stage a comeback," she said. 

Angel still regrets in not having a 
permanent coach during her athletic 
career. "I feel unlucky in not having a 
proper coach. If I had a coach like 
Nambiar or someone who was 
prepared to completely dedicate 
himself to me I think I would have 
f done much better. I feel my talent was 
not fully exposed. This has been said 
even by Usha's coach on several 
occasions," she observed. 

Neither at St Paul's Convent in 
Davanagere nor at the 
A. V.Kamaiamma College did Angel 
enjoy the support of a physical 
instruaor. It was only when she did a 
10-month Certificate of Physical 
Education course at the YMCA, 
Bangalore, did she get some good 
exposure. 

"Jayamitra who was the principal 
then helped me a lot. And there was a 
Sri Lankan sprinter by the name of 
Biatrice Bandara. By training with 
her, I improved a lot. After that, when 
IJoined the Deccan Athletic Club, 
Bangalore, my athletic career took oft. 
Of course, I cannot forget Sridhar Alva 
who inspired me the most and was 
instrumental in my becoming a 
champion. After Alva, from 1979 
onwards it was V.R. Beedu and 
occasionally G. Somasekharappa who 
helped coach me," Angel 
remembered. 

In fact, if Angel had listened to 
Alva's words she would have been a 
top executive in Vijaya Bank now, for 
she was offered a probationary 
officer's post 20 years back. 

Angel's dream was to bring a gold 
for India, at least in the Asian Games. 
She could not do that due to a very bad 
back injury that she had prior to the 
New Delhi Asiad. Recalled Angel, "I 
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CAREER 
HIGHLIGHTS 

1S74: Seventh Asian Games, 
Teheran: Sth place in the high 
Jump; Indo Ceylon meet at Ceylon: 
gold in the long jump and javelin. 
1977-7i: six-nation meet at 
Malaysia and dual meet at 
Singapore; gold in thepentathlon; 
silverinthe 100m hurdles. 
197l:Eighth Asian Games, 

Bangkok: silver in the long jump 
and the pentathlon. Indo-Russia 
five-meet series in India: gold in 
the long jump in ail the meets. 
1979:Asian Track and Field meet in 
Tokyo: bronze In the 4x 100m 
relay; 4th place in the long jump 
and the 400m hurdles. 

1980: International meet in 
Pakistan—gold in the 100m 
hurdles and the 4x 100m relay; 
silver in the long jump. 

1982: Ninth Asian Games, Delhi: 5th place in the heptathlon with a new 
national record. Six-nation meet in Bombay; gold in the long jump. 
1978-79: Arjuna award. Railway Minister's award. 

1981: The Rajyotsava award by the Karnataka government. 

Compiled by Aishwarya Lakshmi 



was in the hospital in 1981 lor almost 
four and a half months. I was a medal 
hope in the 1982 Asiad. 
Unlortimately, in the very lirst event 
of the heptathlon I got injured in the 
hurdles. 

"I knocked my knee during the trial 
hurdling and went lor a toss. I wanted 
to discontinue the event but Dr Ahu|a 
who was nursing me throughout the 
camp for my back and the then sports 
minister Buta Singh insisted that I 
continue. Dr Ahuja gave me 
pain-killing boosters before every 
event. Still I could create a new 
national record, finishing fifth. With a 
little more effort I could have got a 
bronze, but my knee was giving me 
lots ot trouble." 


Talking of the athletics scene in the 
country after she quit, Angel alleged 
that in spite of having long camps, 
which was not in vogue during her 
time, the outcome is limited: "Lots of 
changes have taken place as far as 
encouragement is concerned. These 
days athletes are having long camps 
which we never had. We hardly had 
maybe a 10-day ora fortnight-long 
camp before any major event. Even in 
those camps we used to have trials and 
thus couldn’t concentrate. Naturally, 
if you have not qualified after a 
particulat trials, then you can't 
continue in the camp. Thus we 
couldn't do anything much. But these 
days in spite of having long tamps, the 
outcome is disappointing." ^ 
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HITE Lightning' 
Allan Donald was 
by far the best 
bowler in the 
five-Test senes, but still didn't belong 
to the winning team on his last tour of 
England. Hansie Cronje topped the 
averages, yet Michael Atherton 
grabbed the batting honours. Despite 
dominating the first half of the series. 


South Africans came out second-best 
because they lacked that vital extra 
edge so necessary to see a team 
through in a clo.scly-fought series. 

Close, in fact, would be an 
understatement. It was a mighty tense 
duel which England clinched because 
of a strong will, steeled by the desire to 
end a 13-year winless streak. Yes, the 
English hadn't won a five-Test series 


at home for 13 long yearsl 

Lady Luck, too, smiled England's 
way—in the form of half-a-dozen 
pathetic umpiring decisions, most of 
which went agalQSt South Africa. In 
fact, Cronje fr Co, would be 
thoroughly justified in feeling hard 
done by in the series-deciding fifth 
and final Test. 

The dangerous duo of Donald and 
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A LIHLE HELP 




• • • England defeated South Africa in the decisive fifth Test to accomplish 

their first series win in 13 long years 



Shaun Pollock cut down England 
from a flourishing 200 for three to 240 
all out, thus leaving their batsmen to 
get a very achievable target of 219 in 
the final innings. What followed was 
sheer mayhem, presided over by 
Pakistani umpire Javed Akhtar. 

Batsmen didn't know what tbey did 
to deserve the dreaded sigh|,uf 
Akhtar's index finger. Whether it was 


BY AMITAVA DASGUPTA 


an incoming bail crashing into the 
pads off the inside-edge of the bat or 
an away-swinger eluding the bat en 
route to the wicketkeeper’s gloves, 
Akhtar issued marching orders to the 
shell-shocked batsmen. In a matter of 
minutes on the fourth morning, the 
South Africans were tottering at 27 for 
five and staring defeat in the face. 

Jonty Rhodes, who came of age as a 
Test batsman in this series with 367 
runs at 52.42 per innings, put up a 
brave front with Brian McMillan. But 
the gutsy duo's 117-run sixth-wicket 
stand wasn't going to be enough 
against a sharp, three-pronged seam 
attack which had scented blood. 
Pollock, who did enough, (146 runs at 
nearly 30 an innings and 18 wickets at 
25 apiece), to substantiate his claims 
as a top draw alirounder, managed 
to send a few shivers down English 
spines, but the inevitable happened 
some 20 minutes into the final day. 

This was not the only Test to be 
marred by poor umpiring. The four 
others also had their fair share of 
dubious decisions handed out by 
English as well as neutral umpires. 
Interestingly, the one involving 
Athenon and Donald, in the final 


(Abova): Englami captain Alac Stawart haldt 
an ta Aa Carnhill Imniranca Trnpliy altar his 
team's sariat victaiy aver tha SauM Africans. 
(Lafi): Allan Dnnalacsinbratsstbefallaf 
Daminic Corh's wicket but tha jubilatian was 
pramaturs 

innings of the fourth Test, led to a 
50-minute spell of the most gripping 
Test cricket one can ever wish to 
experience. 

Chasing 247 for a series-levelling 
viaory against a highly charged-up 
Donald, the rejuvenated Atherton 
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Bad Umpiring Decisions.... 

...plagued the England-South Africa Test series 

FIRST TEST 

Mark Butcher survives Ibw for 11 in the first innings, goes on to make 77 
and shared an opening stand of 179 with Mark Atherton. 

Jonty Rhodes given out for 95 in first innings, caught oft the pocket of 
his flannels. 

SECOND TEST 

Jonty Rhodes survives ibw for 95 in the first innings, goes on to make 117. 
Alec Stewart given out Ibw off a nick for 14 in first innings. 

Mark Ramprakash given out caught behind off his shirt for 12 in first 
innings. 

THIRD TEST 

Angus Fraser given out Ibw outside the leg-stump for 0 in the first innings. 
Alec Stewart survives catch off glove by Boucher off Adams on 6 in second 
innings, goes on to make 164. 

FOURTH TEST 

Jonty Rhodes given out Ibw for 24 in the first innings to a delivery that 
bounced too high. 

Mark Butcher survives Ibw for 1 in the first innings, then deserves the 
benefit of doubt for Ibw from around the wicket on 75 in the same innings. 

Gary Kirsten given out Ibw for 6 in the second innings to a delivery that 
bounced too high. 

Jacques Kallis given out caught behind in the second innings to a ball he 
did not touch. 

Jonty Rhodes given out caught down the leg-side for 2 in the second 
innings to a ball that brushed his pads. 

Mike Atherton given not out for 27 to a ball from Donald that brushes 
his gloves to be caught by Boucher. 

Mike Atherton survives plumb Ibw appeal to Jacques Kallis on 95 in his 
second innings. 

FIFTH TEST 

Mark Butcher caught off the glove by Boucher off Donald in the first 
innings for 13, goes on to make 116. 

Andrew Flintoff caught off his pad at short leg without scoring in 
England's first innings. 

Gary Kirsten ibw to a ball that pitched outside the leg-stump and 
bounced too high for 6 in the first innings. 

Hansie Cronje Ibw for 57 in the first innings when he played at full 
stretch and deserved the benefit of doubt. 

Allan Donald Ibw for 0 in the first innings off the inside edge. 

Mike Atherton ibw for 1 in the second innings off the inside edge. 

Mark Ramprakash caught off the glove first ball in the second innings, 
goes on to make 25. 

Gerry Liebenberg Ibw for 6 in the second innings after hitting the ball 
twice. 

Daryll Cullinan Ibw for 0 in the second innings to a ball missing the 
leg-stump. 

Hansie Cronje given out caught for 0 in the second innings after hitting 
his pad but not the ball. 

Makhaya Ntini Ibw for 0 in the second innings to a ball missing the 
leg-stump. 
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was at his stoic best in warding off 
anything aimed at him. He was on 27 
when a Donald lifter appeared to have 
brushed his gloves on way to Mark 
Boucher. 

As Steve Dunne of New Zealand 
turned down Donald's animated 
appeal, the agitated quickie gestured 
to Atherton to 'walk'. The English 
opener, thoroughly enjoying his 
batting without the burdens of 
captaincy, stayed put. Furious at being 
denied justice, Donald just let go. 

For the next three-quarters of an 
hour or so, Donald was a mad man, 
charging up as if his aim in life was to 
behead Atherton. He had something 
or the other to say to Atherton every 
time the former England captain saw 
off a threatening delivery. 

It was, without ^ trace of doubt, the 
most defining spell of this interesting 
series. If Atherton hadn't weathered 
that storm, Donald & Co. would 
almost inevitably have run through 
the English batting and South Africa 





wouldn't have looked back from that 
2-0 lead Indeed, Atherton's 
series-topping 493 runs (at 54 77 an 
innings) was one of the key factors 
behind the renaissance of English 
cricket 

The other significant faaor was the 
coming together of three genuine 
wicket-taking seamers who could 
trouble any line up in even remotely 
helpful conditions—Dominic Cork, 
making a comeback after an 
injury-induced 15-month lay-off, the 
mjury-prone Darren Gough, who 
could play four of the five Tests and 
bowled a lethal spell in the decider, 
Angus Fraser, maintaining his 
new-found consistency by again 
emerging as the highest wicket-taker 
Between the three of them, Fraser, 
Gough and Cork snapped up 59 of the 
65 South Afncan wickets that fell to 
bowlers 

South Africa had their chances in 
the third Test, too In fact, that was 
one match they should have 


(ixtrtnit Itlt: Aii|h Frasar celabratta 
the wichat ot Allan DonaM, at £n|ianU 
heai far victory in tha Latilt TasL 
(Atovt): As a iina al sactirity (laoiila 
halt! iMck tht tans, th# Engti^ jilayaT* 
agan chnmgagna kottias m 
eatabration. (flight): Mark tutebar 
Atteks from an Allan OpnaK bauncar 


definitely wrapped up after having 
England on the mat on Day 5 Forang 
England to follow on 369 m arrears, 
Cronje's men looked set for the kill 
when Atherton (89) and skipper Alec 
Stewart (164) committed harakin 
after a glonous 226-run partnership 
for the third wicket From the safety of 
293 for three the home team slid to 
329 for eight —still 40 short of 
avoiding an innings defeat and 
enough time for South Africa to pick 
up two wickets 

It was then that the world got to see 
England's newly-discovered 
never-say-die attitude Robert Croft 
batted for three hours, Gough stayed 
put for 72 minutes and Fraser saw off 


13 balls from Donald to earn fur their 
team quite a sensational draw A big 
'achievement', coming as it did after a 
demoralising 10-wicket defeat m the 
second Test at Lord's where they were 
shot out for 110 and asked to follow on 

Those poor essays notwithstanding 
It was the Englishmen's marginal 
superionty m the batting department 
which helped them smile in the end 
Cronje and Rhodes may have scored 
loads of runs, but they are still some 
distance from emerging as classy, 
match-winning batsmen They 
missed the run-accumulating 
consistency of Gary Kirsten, who 
scored 210 in South A^fnca's only 
innings at Old Trafford but could 
manage only 47 more runs in eight 
other innings 

Daryil Cullman and Jacques Kallis 
looked to be their best batsmen m the 
series when they got going For South 
Afnea's sake, these two stylish 
batsmen need to score heasniy more 
often than they are doing right now • 
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The trooMa bMM whan • 
idgallanr cavai In, lafwing 
ra aoactatara. Tkis wan anriiig a 
Tala Taa Sapar Oivitiafl Laapiia 
mateb balwaaii Mohamnadan 
Sportine and Paarlesa. Thagama 
wat baraly ZOmimilat aid, wHii 
no goah tcarad, whan tta 
misliap oecurrad. Angry lant sat 
firatotbaitandi. 

Tba situation could hava 
twnad oxMmaly grava but for tba 
quick prassnea of mind of a 
Mobanunadan Spatting playar 
Aslam Poivai win managao to 
open tba gataa b^aro tba 
Mmpada bagan. Ironically, 
tnsa vary standi bad barn 
daclarod ‘safa’ by tba Calcutta 
polica. it took 10 fira anginas ovar 
two hours to control tho blaza. 
(Bafow, oxtrama laft|. in tba midst 
of all this destruction, avon the 
English Isnguaga was not spared 
(Middle) Spectators carry an 
injured man out of tba ground 
(nlow)' Tba Prass Box alsogoas 
up m smoks 
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INTERVIEWED BY 

PAYOSHNIMITRA& 

ALIVIACHAUDHURI 


T he twinkle in his blue eyes 
and the boyish gnn on his 
face are expressions of 
innocence personified When 
he speaks, he does it so softly that even 
the tape recorder strives to catch his 
voice But, when Ajit Agarkar starts 
his run up towards a batsman, the 
innocence turns into aggression Yet, 
the 'aggro' is not unbridled 
aggression Agarkar goes about his job 
with a smile, and his soft demeanour 
is the perfect foil because the batsmen 
fail for It and gifts him their wicket 
Just a mere couple of months into 
international cricket and he has 
proven to be India's latest offering to 
fast bowling in world cricket Agarkar 
comes minus an 'attitude' which is so 
common in men who ply his trade, 
but has been successful nevertheless 
' He believes in making his 
kill softly with a smile 
, Following are the excerpts from a 
I freewheeling interview 


How did you begin your cricket 
career? 

Initially, I used to play with other 
children in the colony where we 
stayed It was my father, who then put 
me in a coaching camp with Sir 
Ramakant Achrekar That's how it all 
started 

When did you think of making 
cricket your profession ? 


AjK Asarkandia iatatiffiHl in tka Indian fast 
Nwting dapartmant 
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AJITAGARKAR might be one of Indian cricket's latest recruits, but he's 
definitely impressed all by his bowling and his ability in making vital 
breakthroughs 



I basically liked the game and did well 
in the earlier part, that is, I performed 
well in the junior levels. That's when I 
thought of taking up cricket as a career. 

You are the fourth contribution of 
Ramakant Achrekar to Indian 
cricket, after Sachin Tendulkar 
Vinod Kambli and Pravin Amre. 
How do you rate yourself with the 
other three? 

Obviously, they have performed well 
and have established themselves 
—although a couple of them are not in 
the team now. I want to follow their 
footsteps and perform well for a long 
time. 


tfa braakthrough has to ba inflietad ontha 
opposition, chancas ara that Agaikar will do 
diojob 

You are bowling so well with the 
new ball. There is a school of 
thought that says you are the 
right partner for Javagal Srinath. 
How does it make you feel? 

Feels great. But I haven't played much 
with him So I will have to wait and 
find out. 

Is there a lot of competition for 
this position? 

Oh yes. In India, there is a lot of 
competition for any place in the side. 


Do you think this competition 
leads to unhealthy rivalries? 

1 haven't seen any such rivaliy here, 
but obviously the competition is there 

You are considered as one of the 
best discoveries of Indian cricket 
in recent years. How does it 
make you feel? 

It feels great But to reach that level 
one has to be mentally and physically 
fit and one has to put in that extra 
effort. 

Fast bowlers are very Injury- 
prone. Take the examples of 
Srinath, Akram, Younis, Allan 
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Donald, Dominic Cork etc. Why is 
that so? 

Injury has to t)e there, as wc last 
bowlers, work hauler titan others. But 
if one is fit eiioufth, 1 think injuries can 
be miniiniseil, it not totally avoided. 

What are the measures you're 
taking to keep yourself fit? 

I'm into weight training, running and 
Stull like that even in the off season. 
During the season, I stick to a few 
exercises. 

Do you think Indian pitches are 
ideal for fast bowlers? 

I don't think so. Few pilches in the 
subcontinent and in Sharjah are good 
for pace bowlers. Pitches in Australia, 
New Zealand and the West Indies are 
conducive for pace bowling. But you 
can't really complain, '’’hat's how its 
going to be. 

You don't quite look like a fast i 
bowier. Even Sunil Gavaskar has i 


said that. 

It's good to be deceptive. (Laughs). 

How do you think you compare to 
the likes of Ambrose, or say, 
Walsh? 

They are strongly built. 1 can't 
compare myself with them. But it's not 
really in putting on muscles, but on 
increasing my strength and 
endurance. 1 am working on it. 

Who was your cricketing idol? 

1 didn't have any idol. But I like Viv 
Richards a lot. 

How did your teammates 
encourage you when you first got 
into the team? 

They encouraged me a lot. During the 
first game, they talked frequently to 
me during the match, which 
obviously helped me. 

Do you think public support is a 


help or a burden? 

Definitely a great help. Playing in 
front of 50,000-60,000 people is 
always great. 

How does it feel when your fans 
pester you for autographs? 

It's good They are the people who 
follow the game. You lose a bit of your 

privacy, but it's all on track. 

• 

Do you always entertain 
autograph hunters? 

I try to entertain most of the 
autograph hunters, but it's not always 
possible. 

Well, the tour with the Indian A 
team to Pakistan was really the 
turning point in your career. 

Gagan Khoda was the captain 
there. How did he help you? 

It was the first’time that 1 was playing 
with him. But he helped a lot. 

When needed, Agarkar can chip in with his 
batting and scorn a few useful runs 









jtk 

You also played under Ajay 
Jadeja In Bangalore... 

Ajay IS a good reader of the game and 
he Is very helpful 

What about Azharuddin? 

He IS obviously the most successful 
captain of India and has got the results 

Were you always keen on 
becoming a fast bowler? 

Initially 1 started out as a batsman 
But there is always greater scope for 
all-rounders So I started bowling and 
started getting wickets and my 
confidence grew 

Now, are you trying to keep a 
^ balance between your batting and 
^ bowling? 

Very much Now 1 am bowling more 
and have batted just twice But I have 
to be prepared for batting in a crisis 
situation 

Tell us something about your 
school, family and childhood. 

I m from Shardashram Vidyamandir 
Presently I m 

doing my graduation in commerce 
I have a sister who hasjust appeared 
for the 10th standard My mother 
works for the LlC and iny father has 
his own rubber factory 

i 

^ Has your family been supportive 
In your choice of a career in 
cricket? 

Very much It was my family who 
supported me the most 

Who are the other people, who 
initially supported you in taking 
up cricket as a career? 

My coach He taught me what cricket 
is all about I am employed with Tata 
Steel They have also been very 
helpful I went to England with 
Kailash Ghattam's team Yhe Tatas 
helped me out there 

Did cricket take its toll on your 
studies? 

You can say that Yes The first few 
years were okay But later it was 
difficult to find time out for studies 

How would you describe yourself 


Azharuddin has shown a lot of confidonca in 
Agaifiar and has givon him tho ball on crucial 
occasions, and Agarhar has not disappointad 
his captain 
as a student? 

I am a good student (Laughs) For all 
these years I have been passing 
without much trouble Graduation is 
tough since I don't get enough time to 
attend college 

Does fame intrude into your 
college life? 

No, not fame 1 ve been famous only 
for the last couple of months In the 
morning you have to train and then 
there is no time left for college 

Were you mischievous in 
childhood? (Though you don't 
quite look like the sort) 

Not really But we used to have fun in 
school 

Do you want to carry on with your 
studies? 

1 want to complete my graduation 
But, then I haven't given it a thought 
It all depends on how much cricket 1 
have to play In the next five years 

How did you feel when you 
bowled the first ball for the senior 
Indian cricket team? 

I just wanted and hoped to bowl at the 
stumps 

How do you spend your spare 
time? 

(don't go out much I listen to a lot of j 
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music 

Your favourite singers? 

I like Kishore Kumar (Indian) and in 
western, quite a few I like the 
Lighthouse Family 

What about your friends? 

I have got a few selected Iriends Most 
of my U-19 teammates are my friends 
Rohan (Gavaskar) and Kiran Pawar 
(my captain) are two of my close 
friends 

And girlfriends. 

I have a lot ot girlfriends but 
haven t found anyone special 

Do you like travelling, or do you 
feel homesick while abroad'^ 

I like travelling 1 love Nairobi and the 
Mt Safari Park (Nairobi) I also like to 
spend time with my family but cricket 
IS my priority 

What is your motto in life? 

Enjoy and have lun 

Do you think because of cricket 
you are missing out on something? 

Few things 

Before you got into the Indian 
team were you disappointed in 
taking up cricket so seriously? 

No 

What are your future plans? 

To play for India as long as possible 
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FOCUS 


ALONG WAYTO GO 


That's what Kenya's cricket captain AASIF KARIM feels about his 
country's prospects 


B VV jay 

BYAISHWARYALAKSHMI HI 


A ASIF KARIM the Kenyan 
cricket captain who has his 
own insurance brokerage 
business has a tough task 
on hand Having been appointed the 
national team captain up to the World 
Cup in England next year he has to 
ensure that Kenya will play to the best 
of their potential 
The team which humiliated the 
former world champions India at 
Gwalior on their tour certainly 
has the guts to do so believes a 
soft spoken Nairobi based Karim who 
IS also the managing director of the 
Aristocrats Insurance Brokerage Ltd 
Kenya s only other biggest moment 
came during the last World C up two 
years ago when they crushed the West 
Indies Now with a former West 
Indian cricketer Alvin Kallicharan to 
guide their fortunes until the World 
Cup Karim appears firm that Kenya 
will provide some shock treatment to 
the teams in next year s World Cup 
The Kenyan team has plans to move 
on to England well in advance before 
the World Cup begins Their strategy 
to employ Peter Lever fonner English 
cricketer—to not only strengthen the 
bowling department but also to get to 
know more about the English 
conditions—should help them out in 
providing some surprise results 
Karim s career has been a colourful 
one He was born in Kenya to a 
Tanzanian mother and an Indian 
father (of Kutch origin in Gujarat) 

(His forefathers migrated to Africa in 
the thirties) He was selected for the 
Kenyan national cricket team in 1980 


Karim pictured during a tour oi India 
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SoiM KwiyM playarr. <from laft) Martin 8u|i, 
Maariea Odombt ami Slava Tikoh) 

when he was a mere 17 years old and 
has been playing the game regularly 
since then, though he used to play a 
lot of tennis in between. 

In faa, Karim was a Davis Cupper 
with the Kenyan team which lost to 
Egypt in the second round m 1988. 
Between 1981 and '85, Karim was in 
the United States on a tennis 
scholarship—for two years at the 
Palmbeach Junior College and later 
for 2-1 /2 years at Harvard University. 
However, of late, he has reduced his 
interest drastically in the racquet sport 
and is concentrating more on cricket. 

Ever since Kenya qualified for the 
1996 World Cup four years ago, 
cricket has moved up a few notches in 
popularity in the African nation 
where football is still the passion with 
the masses. Kenya's FIFA ranking 
stands at 92. Karim feels it is 
unfortunate that Kenya's football 
standards are not very high, despite a 
lot of money and effort being poured 
into the game by the government and 
the football federation there. 

"Kenya's athletics is well known to 
the world. Our athletes have proved 
that they are the world-beaters, but 
still football rules in our country," 
says Karim before focussing on cricket 
in his country. "To reach an Indian or 
Australian standard in cricket," he 
continues, "we will take a lot of time. 
Till recently, we have been playing in 
the lower rung with the associate 
members of the International Cricket 
Council. The standard there is much 
lower than the full members." 

Karim, however, is not the one who 
expeas Kenya to reach heights 
overnight. He is very much aware that 
India and Pakistan took years to attain 
some standard and evert the current 
world champions Sri Lanka for that 
matter took as long as two decades to 
make a significant impaa on the 
world scene. "We know, we're 
going to be defeated and will have to 
accept humiliations over a period of 
time against the top cricketing 
nations. We know we have to build up 
from there and not lose courage," says 


Karim. 

"For that to happen, we need more 
players coming in and playing this 
sport," Karim explains. "We should 
have the right infrastructure and, of 
course, the right system and good 
coaches too. If a proper system is 


"We know, we're going 
to be defeated and will 
have to accept 
humiliations over a 
period of time against 
the top cricketing 
nations. We know we 
have to build up from 
there and not lose 
courage " Aasif Karim 


followed, I think, it takes a minimum 
of 10 years to achieve towering 
heights." 

Karim informs that the Kenyan 
association is trying to promote more 
cricket in schools. "Because that's 
where you get a lot of talent," he 
reveals and points out hopefully, 
"cricketing-wise infrastruaure in 
Kenya is very limited and very few 
people are involved with the game. 
We're hoping that this scheme of the 
Kenyan association will be more 
popularised in the coming years and 


spread to various towns and rural 
areas. The more the number, the 
better it would be for Kenyan cricket." 

Karim feels that the South African 
inlluence on Kenya should be more, if 
the game has to get a real big boost in 
his country. "Like Bangladesh," he 
feels, "IS having a sub-continent 
influence on the game with India, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka being 
next-door countries. We also should 
have some support from South Africa 
though It's quite far from us. I 
understand from the ICC that the way 
India and Pakistan have supported 
Bangladesh cncket. South Africa will 
do the same thing for Kenya in 
promoting the game." 

Kenya lost to Bangladesh in the 
famous ICC final last year. Earlier, 
Kenya had a good win against them 
on their home soil. Bangladesh beat 
them in Hyderabad in the 
three-nation tournament in India. 

"The fortunes have been quite 
mixed. But cricketing-vvise, they 
(Bangladesh) have an advantage over 
us because of the tremendous 
support they get from the 
government. Cricket is a national 
sport and there is a lot of following for 
the game. Even good infrastructure 
exists there. At this stage, Bangladesh 
have a better chance for improvement 
but we're hoping to emulate them," 
concludes Karim. • 
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INTERVIEW 


MY CONSCIENCE IS CLEAR" 


WASIM AKRAM refutes charges of being involved with the betting mafia 
and talks on a host of other cricket-related topics 

A s a player Wasim Akram is 
a phenomenon, a legend, 
not only in Pakistani 
cricket, but the world over. 

Something new, something positive 
and something very destruaive is in 
store once he sets into his bowling 
stride. Indeed, his credentials as a 
player have always been above board. 

Today, he figures prominently in 
the accusations of match fixing and 
most of his moves are alleged to be 
linked with the betting mafia. When 
Pakistan lost in Shaijah last year, he 
was stripped off the captaincy amidst 
accusations of match fixing. 

"We cricketers are not so mean as to 
disgrace our country and ourselves for 
money. It is a group of people who are 
jealous of us and spread such 
rumours. I have never involved 
myself in this illegal practice," he 
defends himself. 

Wasim appeared before a Senate 
Committee probing the match fixing 
and betting scam. Although, one of 
the members of that committee, 

Senato/ Iqbal Haider minced no words 
in saying that the committee had not 
cleared Akram from the charges, he 
later joined the team in South Africa. 

Wasim was in Pakistan after taking 
a mini break from his county 
commitments. 

Here are excerpts from the 
interview: 

You have come to Pakistan after 
four months and in between you 
played for Pakistan in South 
Africa and then in Zimbabwe. 

How come you were dropped and 
then later sent to join the team? 

I have always been mentally strong 
and will remain so. Ups and downs do 
come in :< career. 

^ m we have not performed in 
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the way we should have. Regardless of 
who the captain is, whether I lead, or 
Aatncr (Sohail) leads, or Rashid (Latif) 
is the captain, the team should win. It 
is success that brings a good name to 
the team and at the end of the day 
success is what really matters. 

We should think of the team. It 
should be above everything. We 
should work together and our 
countrymen should back us, should 
support us whether we win or lose. 
This is very very important. 

So you must have been under 
tremendous pressure? 

One is underpressure throughout 
one's career but this time it was a 
pressure of a different sort. Things I 
had not done, things I was not 
involved in were affecting me. The 
only answer to this was to silence my 
critics and accusers through my 
pcrtormances. That I did in South 
Africa. 

From now on, anyone who 
becomes vicious in the press against 
me will have to bear the consequences 
as I have filed a case against a 
newspaper which has tarnished my 
reputation. 

Before you joined the team, it was 
1-0 up. But when you Joined, 
Pakistan lost the third Test. Was it 
true that due to your presence, 
the team spirit went haywire? 

I joined the team and Inzamam 
attained full fitness. He had been 
injured when the team won the 
second Test. He was in lorm and 1 was 
there, the team was definitely more 
stronger but full praise to the South 
Africans who skittled us out twice on a 
good batting wicket. 

On the first day we captured six of 
their wickets for 150 odd runs, but 
they played well in the second 
innings. The series was squared and 
then they thrashed us in the one-day 
tournament. That's all! They played 
well in the third Test and there was 
nothing wrong with the team spirit. It 
was just that we played badly and they 
were better than us id that Test match. 

Pakistan team coach Haroon 
Rasheed, while resigning from his 


post on the team's return, 
proclaimed that the team spirit 
was bad and that every player was 
trying for the captaincy and 
things like that? 

I don't think the situation was like 

that.it is absolutely wrong. It has 

become a custom in our society when 
a person no longer holds a position, he 
starts berating his colleagues. This 
happens in our country, it's common 
and in cricket it happens very often. 

This is not correct. There are some 
players who have not yet retired and 
still want to play...they are the ones 
vvho generate such things. They 
belittle their own players instead of 
uplifting their morale. 

It was a fact that the other team was 
better. It bowled well on bouncy 
tracks, about which our batsmen had 
no idea. Our bowlers too had no idea 
how to bowl on a bouncy track, what 
should be the line and length, etc. 


"One is under pressure 
throughout one's career 
but this time, it was a 
pressure of a different 
sort. Things I had not 
done, things I was not 
involved in were 
affecting me. " 


We should look at the positive 
aspects rather than think about the 
negative points. All the boys were 
helping each other. The team was 
willing to win but the other team was 
better, had done its homework better 
than us. It's captain and coach were 
concentrating on cricket unlike our 
l>eoplc who were looking at captaincy 
or irrelevant matters. They were 
organised and we were not. 

Then came the news that you had 
a scuffle with Aamer Sohail 
during the South African tour? 

Aamer has denied that, and I also 


deny it. We are pot kids who fight on 
small things. Arguments take place 
which are common even in a family. 
We have discussions, heated 
discussions, but always positive ones 
and we enjoy cricket. 

I spoke to Aamer and he told me 
about that. I would like to make a 
request to the press. The press can lift 
us to the top, and it can bring us down 
to earth. It should think of the 
country. 

It should highlight cricket and 
comment on that and not cook up 
fake fights. It should back the team, 
and comment on the actual game 
played, and not treat it like a 
children's team. 

Indiscipline has always been the 
bane of the Pakistan team. Why 
do we always lack in that area? 

I accept that... I fully agree. We went 
to England in 1996 and there were no 
such problems of discipline. "Koi 
problem nabin thi " and then we went 
to Australia and there were no 
problems. When you have a strict 
management, then there is no 
problem, but when the boys know 
that they can have their way either 
through the manager or the coach, or 
the captain, then indiscipline is 
inevitable. 

Whatever rules are for the new boys 
should also be for the seniors, but 
suppose if Wasim Akram pretends 
illness and does not come to practise 
every day then it is wrong. Every day 
you can't escape through excuses. The 
management should deal strictly with 
the matter. Once they find any player 
doing such things or indiscipline is 
seen, then the offender should be 
handed the ticket back home and told 
that he is no longer required. We have 
never sent a player back, because it 
needs a big heart. We need a manager 
with that heart. 

The Pakistan team lost badly in 
Sharjah raising suspicions of 
match fixing and betting and 
subsequently you were alleged of 
involvement with the betting 
mafia. Are these allegations true? 
These allegations are out ol sheer 
jealousy of some people who can't 
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Akram picturad with Vankatath Prasad during 
the annual Cast Cricket Ratings Awards 
ceremony 


bear to see the Pakistan team winning 
consistently. They only notice us once 
we lose and then they immediately 
start criticising. I say do criticise but 
restrict it to our cricket. I have been 
playing my part in Pakistan's wins and 
suddenly people raised hell when I 
scored four runs off 19 balls. 

I only tame to know that after 1 read 
the newspaper that my cautious 
hatting had been misinterpreted. Next 
time I will go for a run-a-ball even if 
we ate in a winning position, win or 
lose. Why make four off 19 balls? 
What will the new players think when 
every time we lose they learn that the 
match was alleged to be fixed. I think 
we have gone ten years backward. 

But there is an adage that 'where 
there*is smoke there is fire!' 

1 have given you my opinion and can’t 
say about others. I have never seen 
anything likf that and can't even 
pinpoir||^t l|kh players are involved. 1 
can al.s(iTO use, but my policy is that 


when I don't see anything I don't say 
anything. 

How clear is your conscience? 

I have a really clear conscience. 1 am 
satisfied and that is why I am moving 
around. 

I have filed a case against a 
newspaper which had tarnished my 
reputation and I will claim damages. It 
printed nothing about cricket, but 
went after my family background and 
now I will go till the very end. Enough 
of silence. I had left it to Allah and kept 
silent. 

Would you appear before the PCB 
Probe Committee? 

Yes I will. 1 have appeared before the 
Senate Committee and am ready to 
appear before any committee. I kept 
silent but enough is enough. Here if 
someone hits you with a brick, you 
have to, at least, reply with a stone. 

What is the solution to all this 
mess? 

I think the Board will have to become 
involved. If the Board stays silent. 


then the press will write whatever it 
wants. People will also say whatever 
they want and injustice will prevail. 
No one will dare do all this once the 
Board knows nothing has happened. 

If the Board is firm in its conviaion 
that the players have not done 
anything wrong and says so, then no 
one will believe the allegations 
appearing in the press. The Board will 
have to back the playersri think the 
Board enjoys seeing the players 
getting humiliated by the press and 
the public. 

You groomed Ata-ur-Rehman 
and gave him enough chances In 
spite of criticism but now he has 
come up with an affidavit 
revealing that you gave him 
money to bowl badly? 

1 can't say anything about anyone. 
There is an unwritten code of ethics in 
cricket that when you are dropped or 
you retire, you don't throw mud on 
any of your colleagues. Whatever 
there is, will come out in court. 

Ata ur Rehman denied it the very 
next day, said to me that there is no 
such thing. Now I can say anything 
and can give an affidavit. 

Dr Aamer Aziz has alleged that 
you faked your injury and you 
could have played in the 
quarter-final of the 1996 World 
Cup at Bangalore? 

First of all, tell me who is this Dr 
Aamer Aziz. He used to beg me for an 
entry into the dressing room. Now 
when such people get attention, they 
tell lies because he wants to come into 
the limelight. 

I remember I was lying in the 
dressing room in Bangalore and he 
begged me to be allowed to come 
inside. 1 had said that at the moment 
there was a rush in the dressing room 
and he should come back later. How 
can he comment on my muscular 
injury as he is a surgeon. Dan Kiesel is 
the right man to say anything on my 
rib cage injury and he said that I was 
unfit to play. He was the incharge and 
not Dr Aamer Aziz. 

Interviewed by Shahid A.Hashmi 

COURTESY THE CRICKETER RAWSTAN 




INVESTING HIS MONEY 
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Pcopit gather at the 
graM opening of the 
raCafoinRioOe 
Janeiro. The cafe, 
owmad fay Bratiiian 
soccer star Ronaldo 
(honee Hio name R9,9 
being his iersey 
number) and other 
associates, is a 
mixture of a 
nightclub, 
bar-rastaurantand 
antortainment centre 
with a capacity for 
400 people. (Inset): 
Ronaldo with bis 
girlfriondSusanaat 
me opening 
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A GAME OF 
NINEPINS 

The constant sacking of national 
coaches has been detrimental to the 
cause of hockey in India 


I NDIAN hockey coaches are beint 
chopped and changed like a 
game of musical chairs Coaches 
hailed as stalwarts and saviours 
get dropped unceremoniously after 
one dismal international 
performance The latest victim is 
Vasudev Bhaskaran Just last year 
Bhaskaran was hailed as a hero when 
he guided the Indian junior team to a 
silver medal performance in the 
World Junior Championships at 
Wlllesden, England 
The Indian Hockey Federation 
(IHF) bigwigs had stated that 
Bhaskaran's appointment was for a 
long term, as India had three major 
assignments thts year, the World Cup 
at Utrecht, the Commonwealth 
Games at Kuala Lumpur and the 
Asian Games at Bangkok But after 
India finished ninth at Utrecht, 
Bhaskaran has gone with the wind. 

A perusal of the track record of the 









IHF shows that the curt dismissal of a 
national hockey coach Is not very 
surprising. In the Nineties, national 
hockey coaches have tumbled like the 
proverbial ninepins. In a span of eight 
years, India has had eight national 
hockey coaches. 

After Ganesh's failure in the 1990 
World Cup at Lahore, Jhaman Lai 
Sharma assisted by Inam-ur-Rehman 
took over for over a year. 

In March 1991, veteran Balkishen 
Singh was appointed till the 1992 
Barcelona Olympics. Following 
India's shabby debacle at Barcelona, 
Balkishen was cast aside as bad 
rubbish. 

Then in March 1993, Zafar Iqbal 
was appointed as the national coach. 
He continued till the 1994 Hiroshima 
Asiad. During his tenure, India won 
silvermedalsinthe 1993 Asia Cup and 
1994 Asian Games, both held at 
Hiroshima. It was a period of 
re-adjustments in Indian hockey as 
some stalwarts had retired and players 
like Pargat Singh, Jagbir Singh and 
Sukhjeet Singh were unavailable as 
they were suspended by the IHF. Yet 
Zafar with his quiet diplomacy 
developed a balanced team by 
blending established stars with new 
players. Yet he was made a scapegoat 
for not winning the gold medal 
against South Korea in the 1994 
Asiad. Zafar Iqbal was also a victim of 
the change of guard in the fe deration. 
With KPS Gill at the helm of affairs at 
the IHF, many associated with the past 
regime of R.Prasad were dismissed. 

Zafar became a victim of hockey 
politics musical chairs. 

Next in favour was Cedric D'Souza, 
a scientific coach whose greatest 
achievement was the resounding 5-1 
win over Pakistan in the 1995 SAF 
Games final at Chennai. Cedric also 
revamped the team and improved the 
defence at penalty corners. Cedric's 
team played scientific hockey but he 
also fell by the wayside after the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics where India went 
with much hope but finished a dismal 
eighth. Cedric was a victim of player 
power. He was not very popular with 
the senior players like Pargat Singh 
and was replaced by Vasudev 
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Bhaskaran for the 1996 Ktiber 
Champions Trophy. This was a 
surprise announcement, as M.K. 
Kaushik and Somaiyya were tipped 
for the job. However, Chennai-based 
Bhaskaran's appointment then 
reflected the shifting power politics in 
the IHF and the rise of secretary K. 
Jyothikumaran also from the same 
city. 

In 1997, Bhaskaran was busy with 
the junior national team. So recently 
retired Pargat Singh, temk over as 
national coach. Then there was a coup 
within the IHF and Pargat was again 
replaced by Bhaskaran in 1998. Now 
Bhaskaran has been sidetracked and 
M.K. Kaushik has at last fulfilled his 
dream of handling the senior men's 
hockey team. So considering the 
history of IMF's treatment of national 


coaches the change of guard from 
Bhaskaran to Kaushik is not strange. 
Even the manner in which Bhaskaran 
quit was like old wine in new bottles. 

There were the inevitable 
accusations and recriminations. 
Bhaskaran stated that the senior 
players, like Dhanraj Pillay, Mukesh 
Kumar and Sabu Varkey did not play 
up to their potential. He also felt they 
were indisciplined and should be 
sacked. Yet the new man in favour, 
Maharaj Kumar Kaushik, has 
contrary views on the selection of the 
established players. 

Kaushik categorically said that, "if 
the senior players are fit and in form 
they will get preference in the teams 
that I am coaching. For the 
Commonwealth Games, I selected 
Pillay, Varkey, Riaz, Mukesh and 
recalled goalkeeper A.B. Subbiah and 
forwards Baijit Singh Ohillon and 
wiry Sanjeev Kumar as there was no 
time to build up a new team.'Also, all 
of them are now fit and in good nick. 
So why should 1 not take advantage of 
their vast experience. We do not have 
many talented players in India and on 
current form these senior players are 
the best in the country. As far as I am 
concerned, experience, form and 
fitness counts more than the 
exuberance of youth." 

The affable, soft-spoken but astute 
Kaushik has about a decade's 
experience in coaching the national 
team. He realises the vicissitudes and 
hazards of this onerous task. Kaushik 
was for some years assistant to 
national coach M.P. Ganesh in the late 
I980sandinthe 1990 World Cup at 
Lahore. He next took over the senior 
Indian women's team from 1991 to 
1994. He left after India failed to get a 
medal in the 1994 Hiroshima Asian 
Games. 

A seasoned campaigner, Kaushik 
knows that it will not help his 
coaching career if he gets categorised 
as favouring either senior or junior 
players. In fact, a strong allegiance 
towards players from the Junior 
World Cup was one of the major 
factors for Bhaskaran's downfall. The 
wily Kaushik realising this 
predicament has said that, "1 am 
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KAUSHIK'S VIEWS 
ON HiSTEAM 



choosing a national squad based on 
players who are in form and who I feel 
will fit into my pattern of play and 
keep the shape of the team in the way 
I want. I am not agains* inducting new 
blood in the team and so have chosen 
Mumbai's defender Cheops D'Costa 
and Air India's talented centre 
forwaro €agan Ajit Singh for the 
Cor inqfetkwealth Games as they fit 
intfc trif-kernes." 


Incidentally Cheops' elder brother 
Cornelius D'Costa had played for 
India in 1993 but his career was stalled 
due to a knee injury. Cornelius has 
also made a comeback to the national 
team this season. He was chosen in 
India A's squad for the four-nation 
Panasonic Cup at Hamburg. 

Kaushik is very particular about 
choosing players noted for their 
ability to adapt to the pattern of play 


A bout the recall of 

goalkeeper A.B. Subbiah, 
Kaushik said, "Subbiah was good, 
is good and is our best goalkeeper. 

Jude Menezes is a goalkrtper of 
potential but needs more 
experience." Kaushik, however, 
felt that Jagdish Po nappa, the 
junior international goalkeeper 
still has a long way to go. 

About defenders: "Dilip Tirkey 
and Baria are the best pair in the 
country. Cheops D'Costa is very 
promising and has a good penalty 
corner hit. We need to improve in 
our penalty corner conversion." 

About midfielders: "This is the 
best quartet available. Thirumal is 
sound m the defence whilst Riaz is 
good distributor. Baljit Singh Saini 
is now in good nick and could be 
our main playmaker." 

About the forwards: "Young 
Gagan Ajit has the instinct of a goal 
scorer and I hope he displays the 
temperament in international 
matches. The recalled forwards 
Baljit Dhillon and Sanjeev Kumar 
are in good form and should 
strengthen the left flank. Mukesh, 
Pillay and Varkey are still the best 
in the country and so I have 
chosen them." | 


Ceacb KausAiic'Wa do net liava muiy 
talented playarain 
India and on carrant form dma 
aanior playora ara the boot in the eountry” 


a nd who will not create problems ii 
they are on the bench. The team for th 
Commonwealth Games was selected 
after the Murugappa Gold Cup at 
Chennai. In this tournament, nippy 
midfielder Sandeep Somesh was 
the best player of the tournament 
but was not included as he did not tit 
into the coach's scheme of things. 

So far Kaushik like Frank Sinatra is 
doing it his own way. He has retained 
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the talented but temperamental 
Dhanraj Pillay as skipper. The nucleus 
of the forward line is the same as that 
of the Utrecht World Cup: Pillay, 
Mukesh and Sabu Varkey. Kaushik 
has also insisted that he wanted his 
own team of coaching assistants. The 
IHF desperate for success has bowed 
to his wishes. 

Kaushik's assistants are former 
international goalkeeper Charles 
Cornelius and Ramesh 
Parameshwaran. The IHF supremo 
KPS Gill has made many conciliatory 
statements and said that the coaching 
trio of Kaushik, Charles and Ramesh 
Parameshwaran would remain 
unchanged till the Bangkok Asiad. 

Gill also said that Kaushik was fully 
involved in the selection of the squad. 

The IHF must realise that constant 
changing and chopping of coaches is 
detrimental to the cause of Indian 
hockey. Continuity in playing styles is 
required. Balkishen Singh opted for 
his version of "total hockey". Later, 
Zafar Iqbal reverted to the traditional 
sub-continental style of play, 2-3-5. 
Cedric D'Souza opted for a more 
flexible midfield. Bhaskaran also used 
a defensive centre half and an 
attacking medio. Players get shuffled 
and re-shuffled like a pack of cards. 
For instance, Sanjeev Kumar has been 
in and out of the national squad for 
nearly a decade. His stickwork and 
game sense has always been good but 
some coaches feel he lacks the mental ‘ 
and physical toughness to succeed in 
international hockey. 

Baljit Singh Dhillon of Punjab 
Police was first tried by Zafar Iqbal and 
later discarded by Cedric D'Souza for 
lack of variety and penetration. 
However, the inability to find a 
genuine left winger has led to his 
recall. Similarly, goalkeeper A.B. 
Subbiah was considered over the hill 
before the Utrecht World Cup in May 
'98 but now Kaushik says he is the 
best in the country. What must be 
realised is that these judgements are 
being made by renowned 
ex-intemationais like Bhaskaran, 
Kaushik and Zafar Iqbal. 

Our selection committee in recent 
times has consisted of greats of the 


Dilip Tirkay ii comiderad to ba tha bast 
dafandar in tba country. Ha will ba ably 
tuppoftad by Barla 

past like Zafar Iqbal, Ajitpal Singh, 
Ashok Kumar and Haripal Kaushik. 
Yet, why is there so much 
inconsistency in the selection of 
players? Wiry left winger Edward 
Aranha was hailed as a bright prospect 
by Cedric D'Souza just three years 
ago. Now he is in the wilderness as is 
Gavin Fereirra, who was once 
considered one of the most intelligent 
players in the country. 

Bhaskaran felt that forwards of the 
future were Samir Dad and Harbhajan 
Singh. Now Kaushik has discarded 
both of them, though Samir Dad is 
reportedly injured. Dashing left 
winger Brojen Singh, inside forwards 
Atif Idris and Imran-ul-Haq have 
played occasionally for India but then 
been neglected. The really surprising 
omission is Praveen Kumar who, after 
the 1993 Bikaner Nationals, was rated 
as the fastest forward of the country 
and a find for the future. Yet his 
International career lasted just two 


years and now he is rarely even called 
for the camps. 

More consistency and 
accountability in selection is required. 
The IHF should refrain from dropping 
coaches because of hyped-up 
expectations and ego problems. 
National coaches need long4erm 
appointments. Also the national 
seleaors should display a greater 
foresight in their selection. Remember 
the case of Sri Lankan batsman 
Mervin Attapatu. In his first five Test 
innings, he scored just one run but the 
seleaors realised his potential and 
persisted with him. Now he is Sri 
Lanka's most dependable batsman. So 
if the seleaors feel a player has the 
talent and temperament then he 
should be persisted with. Or we 
should opt for the system of the 
national coach choosing his own 
squad and he should be accountable 
for results. 

The IHF and Indian hockey needs to 
pull up its socks or else we will lose the 
winning habit and get swamped in the 
quagmire of mediocrity. 
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WORLD Of TENNIS 


TENNIS INDEX 


P LAYER who Boris Becker 
says "is really probably 
better than anybody who ever 
played the game": Pete 
Sampras, 

W HAT Chris Evert likes 
about today's female 
teen stars besides their 
competitive skills: "Their 
brashness." 


PHOTOOMPHS APP 





N umber of the top s 
female athletes in annual 
endorsement earnings who 
are tennis players: 5 (Monica 
Seles, Steffi Graf, Martina 
Hingis, Anna Kournikova and 
Venus Williams). 

W HAT No.2 seed Marcelo 
Rios called Wimbledon 
after being upset by Francisco 
Clavet in the first round: "Just 
another tournament." 

W HAT German beauty 
Anke Huber once 
found in the wardrobe of her 
hotel room: A stalker who had 
been pursuing her. 

N umber of times the 
official 1998 French 
Open web site 


(www.frenchopen.org) was 
visited on June Sth: 18.8 
million hits, a daily record for 
any Grand Slam event web 
site. 

W HAT Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov did during a 
three-minute break for a 
hamstring injury at a 
Wimbledon tuneup 
tournament in Halle, 


Germany: He used his mobile 
phone to call his girlfriend. 


W HAT practising his 
new, more powerful 
serve for hours each day 
before the 1976 Wimbledon, 
which Bjorn Borg won, forced 
him to do: Take injections to 
numb the stomach muscle 
pain when be played. 




ambition is: Tp become "the 
best farmer in Minsk 
province." 

N umber of finals Martina 
Navratilova reached in 
84 tournaments from 1982 to 
1986:78. 

H OW Pete Sampras 
descnbes Marcelo Rios: 
"He's the game's Dennis 
Rodman." 

N umber of different 
players who have 
reached the last four Grand 
Slam men's singles finals: 8. 


EAR in which Rod Laver, 


who won the Grand Slam 


in 1962 and 1969, said, "No 


one is going to dominate this 


game any more as some 


individuals once did. There 


are too many good players 


now": 1976. 


N umber of black 

entrepreneurs who are 


T he person whose advice 
Pete Sampras said he 
"would love to get in order to 
see how he has stayed 
motivated through the 
years": Michael Jordan. 


W HO Arthur Ashe once 
said was "like Elvis, 


P ERSON who phoned 
all-time great Bobby Riggs 
the most when he was on his 
deathbed: Billie Jean King, his 
conqueror in their famous 
1973 "Battle of the Sexes" 
match. 

W HAT Natasha Zvereva, 
who upset Steffi Graf 


tournament directors of the 
80 ATP Tour events and the 
53 WTA TOUR events: 0. 

W HY 18-year-oid Venus 
Williams isn't 

interested in dating boys: "It's 
against all my beliefs right 
now. Plus, I think I'd get tired 
very easily." 


bigger than the game": Bjorn and Monica Seles at 

Borg. Wimbledon, says her career compiled by fauiFem 
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I T was a terribly hot summer 
afternoon in Chennai. But the 
young tennis trainees at the 
Krishnan Tennis Centre couldn't 
care less. Lending a helping hand and 
shouting out instructions was the 
man behind the academy—^India's 
former No. 1 tennis player—^Ramesh 
Krishnan. 

He took time off from his busy 
schedule to air his views on his 
academy and on tennis in general. Here 
are excerpts from the interview... 

How did you set about building 
the coaching centre? 

At the end of 1993,1 stopped playing. 

It was then that 1 was thinking of what 
next to move on to. All along, this had 
alre^Wj^en at the back of my mind 
—m^»^y had been involved with 
tennis, my grandfather had taught 
tennis. So this was the logical 
extension and it so happened that my 
5S 
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family had bought this land more than 
30 years ago. We came and inspected 
it—it turned out to be of just the right 
dimensions. So it was almost as if it 
was destined to be. Next we 
approached the sponsers and the 
response was very positive. This is 
how we set about on the mission of 
teaching tennis. So once I stopped 
playing, this became possible.I don't 
think I would have had the energy to 
do It while I was playing actively. 

What are the facilities provided 
by your coaching centre? 

The centre has a total of eleven courts 
of which nine are clay courts and two 
are synthetic. There is a gymnasium 
which sports highly technical 
work-out stations. We have 
programmed around 16 to 20 
exercises. Every child has an 
individual schedule which is decided 
according to their fitness levels. 


Generally, we find one or two 
players from India good enough 
for world competitions. But the 
overall standard seems to be quite 
low—now that you coach 
youngsters, how do you think we 
can get a few world class players 
at the same time? 

To start with, I think we are not a 
country of sportspeople. Whatever 
initiative we've had has been from 
individual efforts, or through families. 
Ultimately sports is played by a very 
limited pool of people —so we are not 
looking at a wide enough section of 
the population. My grandfather was 
interested in tennis so he was able to 
transfer it to my father. In the case of 
Vijay Amritraj, I Think it was his 
mother who was keen on the game. I 
developed a passion for tennis 
because of my father and grandfather. 
Even for Leander Paes and Mahesh 
Bhupathi, their families were keen on 
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latch on to a good partner. I spoke to 
him about this on a few occasions. At 
that point Mahesh Bhupathi was 
nowhere on the horizon. Bhupathi's 
coming up was a bit of a surprise to me 
and I am sure to ail of us also. I think 
Leander did make the commitment to 
play with Bhupathi—at one point in 
time Leander was the senior partner 



UTPALSORItAn 

—he could have chosen to play with a 
variety of players. I guess he thought 
that there was a future for them as a 
team and that seems to have paid off 
wonderfully. 


SCORPNEWS 


sports. Therefore, already there are 
so few sportspeople and from that 
you're looking for their children to 
come through. So it's a very, very 
small pool you're looking at. I think 
the biggest problem is that somebody 
born in a non-sporting family doesn't 
have access to whatever it takes to 
succeed in sports. Whereas, in the 
West, the technical knowhow, the 
infrastructure, anything is available 
to everybody. But in our country we 
are not being able to give it to 
somebody from a non-sporting family. 

What do you think about the 
excellent partnership between 
Leander Paes and Mahesh 
Bhupathi? 

Even when 1 started playing with 
Leander, I always felt he could do well 
in doubles. He had already had a lot of 
success in singles in the Davis Cup 
—the question was whether he could 


In the current International 
circuit —who do you think Is 
simply the best? 

Pete Sampras is still the top 
player—even though he had a bad 
start in the year if you go by his 
standards. He seemed to be slipping a 
bit. The fact that he lost the French 
Open must have been a blow to him. 
Wimbledon was an indicator of his 
form at present. The next person that I 
would mention is Marcelo Rios. He 
seems to have what it takes to win 
Grand Slam tournaments. 

Back to Indian teimis —^What do 
you think about the ATTFs 
planning of the tennis calendar? 
There is a real dearth of tournaments. 
See, for somebody like Leander who 
doesn't have to interact with the 
Federation, he Just comes to play 
Davis Cup, it's all right for him. But for 
somebody who has to play locally, 


there is a deanh of tournaments and 
this becomes a problem for him. 

Now about yourself —were you 
determined from your childhood 
that you wanted to be a tennis 
player? 

Oh yes. My father was a big influence 
on me making the decision. I did play 
other sports in school, 1 still follow 
them, but tennis has always been 
special to me. Now also, even though I 
don't play that often, everytime I go 
out to the tennis court, the feeling 
doesn't change. 

Even after you stopped playing 
actively, it must have bmn a 
wonderful experience winning 
the over>35 doubles title at 
Wimbledon In 1997. 

Surely. Though I would have 
preferred the singles title, because that 
is the most coveted one. But once you 
go out to play, you definitely like to 
win, and playing at Wimbledon is the 
ultimate high for a tennis player. 

Do you remember the best match 
that you have played In your 
Illustrious career? 

Most of the memories are from the 
Davis Cup. In 1993, we had some 
good wins. We beat Switzerland in 
Calcutta, and France in Frejus In 
1987, we made it to the finals. At the 
end of my career, these are memories 
that really stand out. I cannot think of 
a single match that was the best for me. 

Whom did you consider to be the 
most difficult opponent during 
your time? 

Ivan Lendl. It's true that he never won 
a title at Wimbledon—one of those 
things that can happen to a player. But 
he won ail the other titles, and for me 
personally he was the most difficult 
person to beat. 

What are your plans for the 
future? 

The future is what we are involved 
with now—the coaching camp. It's 
been 2-2 1/2 years—and this is where 
my entire energy goes in. 

Interviewed by Ananya Das Gupta 
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WAKING 

DREAM 


A first-time visitor gives 
her impressions of 
Wimbledon 


# 


T he strawberries and cream 

had always seemed tempting. 
And so my dream song ran, 

'I'll be there someday'. Never 
imagining that 'Someday' would 
arrive so soon. In jest, I had told my 
supervisor at Cambridge that one of 
the reasons for which I'd wanted to 
study there was its proximity to the 
All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet 
Club. I'd also told my friends, tongue 
in cheek, before leaving Calcutta last 
year to watch out for me in the 
Players' Box this year The joke was 
old. The feeling, however on 22nd 
June, was like nothing I'd ever known 
before 

If 1 seem a bit melodramatic talking 
about tennis, perhaps those lunatic 
soccer fans from England (some of 
whom, I regret to say, are my friends) 
would understand. 

I had never slept on a pavement 
before And two sleeping bags 
between the four of us didn't make 
things very comfortable. But the 
burger and ice cream vans were soon 
in place and music was blaring from 
the neighbouring tent. Having been 
reassured of shelter in it, in case of 
rain, we settled down for a night 
under the stars of a Wimbledon sky. 

Awakened by a curious 
photographer who wanted to see if 
three people could really share one 
sleeoing bag, the first sight which I had 
was that of two tall walking bananas, 
di^ributing scones and Tim Henmagic 
stitters. My day had begun! 

#1 
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[f I'd ever thought British sports 
fans were obnoxious, I quickly 
changed my mind. The inhabitants of 
all the brightly coloured tents ahead of 
us in the queue wanted to watch 
Henman on Court One. So they were 
given fluorescent pink wristbands to 
wear to the ticket counter. I got a dark 
green one which said only two words: 
Centre Court. 

Have you ever walked around in a 
daze, crowds of strangers thronging 
around, aimless, misty eyed, but 
wanting the day to go on and on? The 
truth is I'd lost my companions within 
moments of entering the gates. So I 
was left alone for the first couple of 
hours. My first stop was the Aurangi 
Park practice courts, where I saw 
Chanda Rubin, Thomas Enqvist, the 
Woodies, and—among wolf 
whistles—a long-limbed Mary 
Pierce. I pressed my nose to the net, 
peering at those familiar figures as 
they monotonously hit ball after ball. 

I could have hung around all day, 
only there were some other things to 
do. Like checking out the statue of 
Fred Perry. And a visit to the famous 
museum, which displayed, among 
other things, Ted Tinling's beautiful 
tennis dresses and players' 
memorabilia. 

It was soon time to head for the 
outside couns (A Centre Court ticket 
gave me access to all of them as well as 
standing room on Court Two) where 
play started at noon. Watching good 
tennis wasn't really my intention. I 
was too busy clicking away at Amanda 
Coetzer, Natasha Zvereva and Richey 
Reneberg, who were trying to get 
through the first round. The 
superstars were missing, but not for 
long. 

Meanwhile, everywhere I went, I 
experienced an intense feeling of deja 
vu. I had heard Brian Langley and 
Vijay AmritraJ talk about it, and I'd 
seen it hundreds of times on Star 
Sports. And also in my dreams. 

I managed to find my friend at 2.00 
p.m. In the front row of Centre Court. 

I had never watched a tennis match 
except on T.V. This was a fitting 
courtside debut. Pete Sampras to be 
followed by Steffi Graf. Two living 


legends. What more could 1 ask for? 
No rain? Yes, it must have been a 
dream ail right because for once, not 
an umbrella was in sight. 

The grass looked lush and green. I 
looked up in awe at the Royal Box. 
And when Sampras sat down at the 
change of ends, he unabashedly 
looked straight ahead, across the 
court. And guess who was sitting 
there? O.K., so maybe he was 
concentrating hard on the next game, 
but this is mydream, you know. The 
match didn't last long, but contrary to 
popular belief, I didn't find it boring. 
Unless brilliance is boring. 

Did I sec Steffi win her last match at 
Wimbledon? Time will tell, but I felt 
more than a bit lucky to be able to 
catch a glimpse of that famous 
forehand. Mark Philippoussis was 
next, and he beat the seeded 
Kafelnikov in an awesome display of 
serving. His looks were smouldering 
too, and after the match, I regressed a 
few years to stand at the Competitors' 
Entrance, waiting for his exit. 

We got an eyeful of Serena 
Williams' white beads, and Murphy 
Jenson's shiny bald pate, before the 
Scud came out, only to be greeted by a 
horde of screaming females. I who had 
never deigned to support England at a 
football match, found myself 
chanting, "Aussie, Aussie, Aussie, 
oye, oye, oye"I 

My last stop was the souvenir shop, 
where, sad to say, I saw the terrible 
commercialisation of yet another 
institution, where everything from 
tie-pins to towels are sold with the 
Wimbledon logo on them. A few last 
pictures against the maroon and green 
backdrop, and tt was time to make my 
starry-eyed way home. While The 
Championships 1998 had just begun, 
a day in the life of my dream was over. 

My perennial fave, Richard 
Krajicek, wasn't due to play until the 
next day. Neither were the Indian 
lads, Bhupathi and Paes, whom I 
would have loved to cheer for. But no, 
I am NOT complaining. And in case 
you're wondering, yes, the 
strawberries and cream do taste a lot 
sweeter there than anywhere else. 
Oindrila Mukherjee 



match in chess? 


I Who was the first 
• wicketkeeper to 
reach the milestone of 200 
dismissals in one-day 
internationals? 


UiZ 


9 Which athlete has an 
■aircraft named after 
him? 


2 Who was the oldest 
• man to win an 
Olympic gold? 


3 Who was the first 
• American woman to 
win an Olympic gold 
medal? 


4 Who were the famous 
•sister-in-law 
combination which stole 
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the limelight in the 1988 
Seoul Olympics? 


5 What was Kerri Strug's 
•achievement at the 
1996 Atlanta Olympics? 


6 Who is the only 
■woman basketball 
player to participate in four 
consecutive Olympics? 



What is the unique 
t Judith Polgar has 
d in chess? 


ANSWERS 


1 A Which cricketer is 
I nicknamed'White 
Lightning'? 


1. Jeffrey Oq)on (West Indies) with 204 
dismissals (183 ct, 21st) in 169 matches. 

2. Oscal Swahn of Sweden, at the age of 64 
years 258 days, won the shootinggold In 1912 
at Stockhdm. 

3. Margaret Abbott (golfer). 

4. Florence Grifitth Joyner (3 gold medals) 
and Jackie Joyner Kersee (one gold in the 
heptathlon). 

& She helped the American team secure 
their first-ever Olympic team gymnastics gold 
medal in spite of suffering from a badly 
sprained ankle. 

8. Teresa Edwards(USA). 

7. She is the only woman to be ranked tenth 
in the men's January 1996 Elo rating list. 

8. The match between Anatoly Karpov and 
Garry Kasparov (it lasted 159 days from 10th 
September 1994 to 15th Feb. 1995), 

8. Hasley Crawford ('Mnidad & Tobago). 

10. Allan Donald (South Africa). 

11. said Aouita (3:29.67 mins). 

12. Tatyana Kazankina, 

13. Jo^uathugwana 

14. ManliM Hingis. 


n Who is the first man 
■ to run the 1500m in 
less than 3.30 minutes? 



i Q Who is the first 
I &•■ woman to have 
won both the 800m and 
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Answer to Oiwstion No.14 

1500m events at the 
Olympics? 


1 Q Who was the first 
I O ■ South African black 
to win an Olympic 
marathon gold? 


1 A Who Is the 
I ^■youngest woman 
tennis player to earn $ 1 
million dollars in prize 
money? 








































T here are two words which 
come to mind when I recall my 
three official visits to Pakistan as 
a sports journalist; hospitality and 
hostility. 

Being witness to an India-Pakistan 
sporting ilash anywhere in the world 
IS bad enough. But when you are in 
Pakistan, then you get the proverbial 
' other side of the picture." 

My first trip across the border was in 
1985 for the Karachi Champions 
Trophy hockey tournament. It was at 
the height of the Khalistan movement 
and it seemed my sardarji mate and 
colleague was the only Indian in town 
who was shown any respea. 

When he walked down the streets, 
people would lean out of their cars 
and shout, "Paaji, Khalistan 
zindabad." 

So it came as no shock that the 
Indian hockey team were under the 
tightest of security, forced to become 
prisoners in their hotel rooms. 

Photogtapher Nikhil Bhattacharya 
and myself were followed around 
town by two sherwani clad 
gentlemen; when we entertained 
Pakistani Journalists in our room, 
hotel staff slyly inspected our room 
under the pretext of room 
cleaning...at midnighti Many Indian 
pressmen had to report to the police 



station before the start of each day's 
play to clear immigration 
procedures...everydayl 

When India met Pakistan in the 
tournament, the press box was 
overrun by frenzied patriots who sat, 
stood and virtually captured the 
media area forcing us scared Indian 
writers to watch the game in the 
safer confines of the press centre 
below...on television. 

When we returned for the 1990 
Hockey World Cup in Lahore, the 
Indian hockey team's bus was stoned. 
Pargat Singh and his men had to leave 
the stadium in the midst of one match 
because the crowd had gone crazy and 
even burnt the official Indian flag 
flying atop the grandstand. 

Do you know how it feels to see 
your national flag being burnt in front 
of your eyes and there is nothing you 
can do or say about it. 

It was one of the low points of my 
13-year-career as a sports journalist, 
although, in stark contrast, the 
hospitality was one of the best I have 
ever received on any overseas tour. 

The last trip, for the 1996 World 


Cup of cricket, proved to me beyond 
doubt that despite the incredible 
hospitality and the surface level 
courtesy, deep down the wounds of 
Partition will take a long time to heal 
on that side of the border. 

Or maybe cricket brings out a 
stronger reaction among people than 
any other issue. When India clashed 
with Pakistan in the Bangalore 
quarterfinal, I watched the game in 
the elaborate confines of a Lahore 
family home sipping Black Label 
scotch. 

In return, being the only Indian in 
the room, I had to bear the brunt of a 
very hostile verbal attack, the level of 
which increased proportionately to 
the alcohol intake. 

The volatile atmosphere was 
capped by the next door neighbour 
firing a volley from a Kalishnikov 
from his terrace every time Pakistan 
got a wicket or hit a boundary. 

And you thought war reporters 
were the only breed to have the 
privilege of witnessing an AK-47 
being fired? 

Later that week, when eventual 
champions Sri Lanka knocked India 
out at Eden Gardens, there were wild 
celebrations in the streets of Lahore. 
Drum- beating crowds, slogan 
chanting rallies marched down the 
street celebrating India's loss. It was as 
if Pakistan had just repeated their 
triumph in Australia four years earlier. 

One sight which will remain etched 
forever in my memory will be of the 
young lad, not even in his teens, 
leading a group in a dance, while 
shouting at top decibel: "Indian Kutta 
barglya ." 

Was this to do with a cricket match 
or a far deeper entrenched rivalry? 

Here in Australia when sports fans 
talk of the rivalry between the Aussies 
and the Kiwis, I relate some of the 
above incidents. 

More often that not the next 
question that I'm asked Is, "So do you 
think India and Pidcistan will start a 
nuclear war?" 

"No," I reply, "It's far more serious 
than that. It's an India-Pakistan 
sporting encounterl" 

Andy O'Brien, Australia 





The 

world is closer 

than you think. 


WWW bntish-airwayscom 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The world's favourite airline 




SHORISWORIt) (MONIIIIY) SfPTlMB^R IWX R1 C.l) NO WB/C C/in/79 TN/MS (C) W MM BYS 719 
D1 PDTTW, liriNSlI) lO POM WIIHOI P PRl PAVMPNT NO ' ( 191/96 WB/CC/fl ’7 PP O 


HongkongBank 


VALID ONLY IN 
INDIA AND NEPAL 




ixiK: swn'' mtwa 




How much do you pay for yom credit card every year? 


' II 1 1* ni V K 


J I ^ 7 I I I I I \ )l 


I I pJc uii' i , iiniv ii 

HongkongBank 
HongkongBank <1> 


lilt * I 1 


I 1 i\ 


r . i\ 


»«rw ■ M. 

W »Mil ViSA 


*I ^ 1 } k 


* ( \ (! 


To .ipply <.^II iS, 00f)i (Mumbji), j i Sn i (Dtihi) 220 S6-,i (( alcuita) -,■>6 0001 (Chennai), ooot (Bangalore), >^6 61^}} (Visakhapatnam) 


HongkongBank 

Your f^uture [s Our Future 


Mudra HKB 6170 






TROUBLED TIMES 

Can Pakistan's battered international image, due to bribery and match-fixing 

allegations, be salvaged? 

Plus: An exclusive interview with IMRAN KHAN.'Some People Have Become 

Too Greedy' 

denies the charges and explains why he has made a comeback 



HongkongBank 


VALID ONLY IN 
INOM AND NEPAL 


4583 



ae ssffiHY Sfflfflteyi! r/Sfl 


How much do you pay for your credit card every year? 


n ; < 


- ( 


' I 


n VI I 


I I ' I n I ' I I III' 1 

I I' I I '1 ' ', ' I’l ![,' > lit I 


I ■ I' 

' '' (I I II 

I ) 

.1 H \ 

I I I 1 I ' il 


l T I 


I V ' 11 ,11 V 1 


HongkongBank 

\ 

HongkongBank 



“VaOC 562T . 

wirw ■ HA* w TJJir ^ 

nmnraWM 


jpplv c-ill oool (Mumbji), So-i (Ptlhi), }'o (( ilmtta), oooi (C firnnai), -,i^S oooi (Bangalore), 1^6 (Visakhapatnam) 


HongkongBank 


n>,‘up 


Your Future Is Our Future 


MudraHKB6170 





_ CONTE NTS _ 

October, 1998 Volume 19 Issue 12 An Ananda Bazar Publication Rs20 00 





8 

CAUTION: TROUBLE 
AHEAD 

Pakistani cricket is going 
through a very bad phase, the 
Sahara Cup victory, 
notwithstanding 


iO 

SHEER PLUCK 

Naresli Kumar Sharma is the 
best disabled shooter in the 
country at present He won the 
Arjuna Award recently 


DESERVING CHAMPS 

Mohun Bagan wins the KBL 
Federation Cup in style 


COVER PHOTOGRAPH OF 
WASIM AKRAM BY 
MOINUDDIN HAMEED 
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NATIONAL GAMES. GONE 
FOR A SIX? 


42 

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF 
KESHAVDUTT 
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(ClwkwiM from nw mtivMi 
Ml) Inzaman-id'Haq lilti 
iM^-ili»Mriet timiy. HI* 
246 in fivt ottlmgs tn wiMta 
alayml a nwi'or rala in 
PakMan'pfartunaa 

AamirSobaiiwith 
Motianmiatf AifiarnMin. 
Tlmioli Ai^ won ilw tosa an 
tH fivo oceatwaa, it was 
Sohail wint topk homo Ika 
Sahara C 19 

Matlar Maatar ShaliWMrliK 
acoro4142 in fivn inninvi. Ka 
also piayail a vahnMa roia hi 
Pakistan's 4-1 sarins vMwy 

Sunil Gavaskar is always m 
demand Harshasiansan 
autosraph (or Miss India 
Canada at a party 

Tha iaUlani Pakistani tarni 
aftar rnpayinp India hack in 
the same coin. India bad 
dofoatod PMiiaian by oxaeilv 
the sama margin last yaar 






(Clockwise from tefil They 
waited and ha did not 
disappoint Sachin Tendulkar 
overcame his indifferent form 
and latlag to score a patient 
77 in the fast match, but his 
effort was in vain India lost 
the match (Inset! Indian fans 

Q oint the causa of India's 
run Obviously spelling It 
right was the last thing on 
their minds 

Nasaruddin Shah and Tara 
Deshpande watch the action 
in Toronto, but had to return 
home very disappointad 

The Indian fans in Toronto 
were a patnotic lot and took 

S de in tfieir roots The 
nnor in tha Pepsi boarding 
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CAUTION: DANGER AHE 

Pakistani cricket seems to be going through a very bad phase, the Sahara Cup vict 


BY INDRANIL MAJUMDAR 


w 


IN or lose, Pakistan 
cricket always seem to 
grab the headlines. 
Never shorn of 


controversies, the betting and 
match-fixing allegations are th,e latest 
in this never-ending soap opera." 
There have been accusations and. 

counter-accusatlOTs aplfitty ashas! 

been the setting up bf probe ■ 


committees. While the leput^^^nf 

thch cricketers have beep « stiK<i tW 

rumour iharkpi h^s a|sp btseh , 

Eversince Tta ^y'andjCd. ^ 

, dirty lineii has been waihedlnplu^. • 
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fy notwithstafiding 


Former coach Haroon Rashid's 
recent deposidhn before the Pakistan 
Cfkket Board's (l^B) inquiiy 
committee has added spionto the 
issue. "DuiUig my tenure is coach 
(July August '98) there were 


Tbt tsIaiM trie, (fima aKirMM Ml) faflBi 
MaUL WaslM Aknm aad^ AtaadiMiH 
kaw a total «alaMa| ia m tiMW aw 
ttoaa at tin atost tatoatod Faktotoa) 
eriekatan at ptasaal, aad IN PW thaaM 
etoar ay tN aaaa maa aai tor aH. 
HaiMavar, etaaeaa ara toal tiny ntoM N 
anaartoad far toek af avUaaea 


some matches which I felt Pakistan 
should have won, but lost instead." 

RashidLatifhasdtedtwoinstances 
—during an Asia Cup tie in Colombo 
in '97 and again at a Sahara Cup 
fixture the same year— when Malik 
let the team down "conspicuously". 

The paying public has often felt 
cheated and have started to believe 
that there is certainly fire behind the 
smoke. Differences between PCB 
chairman Khalid Mahmood and chief 
executive Majid Khan also did the 
cause no good. 

The dispute over the team seleaion 
for the Sahara Cup added another 
chapter to their growing dislike for 
each other. To make matters worse, 
the Indians began on a winning note 
in Toronto. 

Amid the turmoil, Wasim Akram, 
one of the prime accused in the 
scandal, had decided to quit 
International cricket till his name was 
cleared and hired a retired judge to 
fight the allegations. Later, he not 
only withdrew his resignation, he 
even played In the home 
tour against Australia. However, 
Pakistan cricket seemed to be in a mess. 

Pour on-the-irot wins have helped 
Pakistan salvage some pride and 
helped regain the Sahara Cup. There 
cenainly seems to be a glimmer of 
hope following the troubled times. 
Cricket has a marvellous way of 
emerging stronger from every crisis. 

The appointment of Javed Mlandad 
as coach, the return of Aamer Sohail 
as c^tain and the recall of Malik and 
Ijaz Ahmed, the other two playew 
against whom the matdb-^ng 
needle of suspicionpoihts. has 
certainly helped a lot in restoring the 
balance in their ranks. Though the 
duo's induston had raised a hue and 


cry withlh the PCB, it has been provei 
beyond doubt tluii thdir presence will 
have a significant beadng on their 
1999 World Cup hpbes. 

Ihe PCB chairman has already 
requested them to be 'patient' and no 
follow in Akram's footsteps In seeklnf 
legal advice. Promising to expedite thi 
probe, he has also stressed that the 
country does not want to lose a 
brilliant cricketer In Akram. 
Mahmood has conceded that the lean 
morale had suffered considerably.. 

Not just the team, but the entire 
Infrastruaure in Pakistan cricket Is 
being looked upon critically. What 
began with umpiiingdn the old days 
and ball tamperii^ not too long ago 
has given way to this new saga. 

Going by the probe, it seems that 
the committee is treating Ata-ur 
Rehman's affidavit, handed over in 
'97, as the main evidence. The 
affidavit specifically mentions 
Akram's allegedly dubious role durinj 
the '93-94 one-day senes in New 
Zealand. Malik was the captain on 
that tour. 

Rehman is reported to have 
admitted in the affidavit of having let 
down Pakistan at Akram's behest. Bui 
strangely, Rehman is going scot -free 
and no fingers are being pointed at 
him for letting the country down. 

"It's a management problem. As I 
see it, every controversy comes out of 
the dressing room. So the players are 
to be blamed too...Top of my list is 
players going public with their 
differences. Doesn't make fora 
healthy scenario, does it?" asks 
former skipper Rameez Raja. 

One possible scenario in Mfatre 
Akram-Malik-Ijaz is that they may be 
exonerated later for lack of substantiaJ 
evidence. But will that dear all the 
suspicion? 

"The Board and even the 
government needs to adopt a straight 
approadi. I strongly feel this global 
embarrassment of our cricket must 
stop. If that's not done, negative 
stories will continub to come out of 
the dressing room, from other 
quarters as weU," Raja feels strongly. 

Perhaps d^at Is the need of the hour 
for the survival of Pakistan cricket,# 
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W ASIM AKRAM spoke 
over 

the phone on two 
different days of the 
same week, from Nottinghamshire 
and Manchester. His wife Huma spoke 
after he made himself available for the 
series against Australia. 


There is a bit of confusion as to 
what your present status is? a) 


you had told me that the '99 
World Cup was tops on your 
agenda. Supposing you can't clear 
your name before the World Cup, 
what will you do? 

The World Cup is no longer my top 
priority. I've played enough World 
Cups. World Cups come and go but a 
bad name stays with you. 

1 won't let that happen. I have a 
one-year-old son. He shouldn't live 
the rest of his life believing that his 


r 





(Top) Akram with wife Huma. His wife has remained hit biggest supporter and motivator 
through aH the crises of his career 



PHOrOGRAPHS KAMAL JULKA 


GET ME 



Are you a former cricketer, b) still 
a current player, c) former turned 
current, in the sense that you have { 
readily taken back your 
retirement? 

Contrary to what you think, I have 
not tetired. 1 think, the news agency 
chap in London who interviewed me 
didn't quite understand what 1 was 
trying to tell him. 

I told him exactly 
what 1 had mentioned 
to you a day 
earlier, that cricket is 
no longer the top 
priority in my life. 

First I would like to 
clear my name from all these 
allegations. Then only I'll think of 
playing cricket. In any case I am not 
getting any younger. 


n 


father was a much - hated man. 

How do you propose to clear your 
name? 

I shall fight. I’ve already filed a 
cnminal case against a journalist at the 
Karachi High Court. If necessary I 
shall file more such cases against 
people who are trying to destroy and 
defame me. 

But why would they do it? What is 
their motive? 

It is a big conspiracy. They arc out to 
get me 

What do you mean by 'they'? 

The officials. They are masterminding 
all these. 

But why would they do It? 

Because I don't go and meet them 
with folded hands, 1 don't say yes sir' 

11 


If I recall correctly, a year back 






‘There Can Be No Smohe Without Fire" 

Says a very disappointed IMRAN KHAN regarding the bribery 
scandal bedevilling Pakistan cricket 


Pakistan cricket seems to be 
in a total mess. 
Notwithstanding the Sahara 
Cup win, Pakistani cricketers 
are grabbing negative 
headlines around the world. 

Under your leadership, the 
team had reached a new high. 
How does it feel, to see all 
your good work going down 
the drain? 

Ii's sad. Very sad. 1 still think they 
are the most talented team in the 
world. 

How do you explain the 
negative profile then? 

P(K)r management, frequent 
changes of leadership. All this 
and those match-fixing 
allegations. They seem to have 
destroyed our cricket. The 
allegations are the worst pan of it 

I'll ask you a straight 
question. Are people actually 
Involved? 

It saddens me to say this but there 
can be no smoke without a fire. 

But to what extent? 

To what extent I wouldn't know. 
I'm as confused as an average 
cricket watcher. 

But more than confusion, 
there's a feeling of 
disappointment. 



Why disappointment? Is this 
because some of the alleged 
culprits have served you with 
distinction? 

No, not that. None of them dared 


to do such things under me. I can 
tell you with utmost conviction 
that no such thing happened 
during my time. 

I'm disappointed because I still 
can't come to terms with the faa 
that a cricketer can sell his 
country. 

And again 1 don't endorse this 
belief that only two to three 
players are involved. Either the 
whole team was involved or at 
least 7/8 players. Otherwise you 
can't force the result of a match. 

What we get to hear is that 
some Pakistani players 
willy-nilly have got into the 
clutches of the mafia. They 
tried very hard but they 
couldn't come out of It... 

What nonsense. How can you 
blame the mafia for this when the 
plain and simple fact is that some 
people have become too greedy. 

Answer this. How come the 
mafia never showed up when I 
was the captain? Tell me, where 
was the mafia then? 

I get your point. But then how 
do you eradicate this? 

By holding a proper and detailed 
investigation. 

That is exactly what Is being 
done now. Isn't it? 


and all that. 

That doesn't sound too 
convincing. Imran Khan treated 
them with much more disdain. 
Why didn't they conspire against 
him? 

Skipper (Imran) .well, his case was 



different. I think, by and large, I have 
followed his principles. I have always 
been a self -respecting individual who 
wouldn't bow down to the wishes of 
the offioals. 

Okay, then how would you 


account for the fact that not only 
the officials 6ut some players 
have also testified against you? 
According to reports Ata-ur 
Rahman has submitted a written 
affidavit with the Board which 
says you had asked him to bowl 




The whole exercise should’ve 
begun three years earlier. It 
would've saved Pakistan cricket 
from a lot of embarrassment. 
Instead, the whole thing was 
pushed under the carpet. 

It's because of all this that I 
prefer to stay away. I find it too 
depressing. 

If called, will you be 
appearing before the 
commission? Or will you 
boycott it because you're in 
the opposition? 

Why should they call me? I have 
no inner details. They are only 
calling people who were either 
part of the team or conneaed in a 
certain capacity. All that was after 
my time. 

How do you view Wasim 
Akram's decision of 
exonerating himself first^nd 
only then will he think of 
playing cricket? 

It's an absolutely right decision. I 
had advised Wasim to do the 
same two years ago when the first 
set of allegations had surfaced 
against him. I don't know why he 
has waited lor such a long time. 

What would you have done if 
someone made such an 
allegation against you? 

I would have taken him to court. I 
wouldn't have rested till my 
name was cleared. 

Okay, but what happens if 
the players are found guilty? 

Ban them for Hfel 


Interviewed by Gautam Bhattacharya 


badly in exchange of a few lakhs. 
Aaqib Javed has lodged a similar 
complaint that you Instructed 
him to concede as many runs as 
possible... 

There is a group within the players 
which is jealous and acting against me. 



Which group are you talking 
about? 

I am not going to divulge their names 
now. But definitely at some stage, I 
will. 

But the accusations of Ata>ur and 
Aaqib are quite specific. Why 
aren't you refuting them? 

Look here, it's so silly that I saw no 
point in refuting such baseless 
things. What they are saying is quite 
outrageous. Aaqib says, since he 
didn’t listen to my instructions, 1 got 
him dropped from tlie side. 

Tell me, who will buy this story? He 
has been such an indifferent 
performer for the last four years that 
under no Pakistan captain, could he 
find a permanent place. 
Hypothetically, let's assume 1 dropped 
him lor not obeying my'evil 
intentions'. Now the simple question 
is, why didn't he find a place when I 
was not the captain? I feel, he is 
talking out of frustration. 

As for Ata-ur's allegation, he is not 
even an established member of the 
side. Do you think the captain of 
Pakistan would go down to a 
newcomer and request him to bowl 
badly? Surely, any sane person 
would've routed the rcqtiest through 
a third party. 

But how would leaving cricket be 
the solution? It would give 
further credence to the rumours? 

You must understand I am in no Irarne 

t)f mind to play cricket. International 
cricket demands singlemindedness of 
the highest order. I don't think 1 have 
it in me now. It is impossible to 
concentrate and motivate yourself 
amidst such nasty rumours. 

But with Lancashire you've been 
in tremendous form. 

Yes. I did fairly well lor them. We won 
the championships this year. I could 
freely play my cricket here, without 
any disturbance. For the last six 
months that I'm here no one 
disturbed me. All of a sudden you get 
to hear disturbing news. 

That the Commission has got 


< s I () Is: \ 


conclusive evidence against you 
three. (Ijaz, Malik and you) 

Yes, it's so depressing. You don't play 
cricket and earn laurels for the 
country to get subjected to such a 
major punishment. You know, your 
heart breaks. The locus disappears. 

Then how are you continuing 
with Lancashire? You still have 
some more matches to go. 

Itsdilliciili, 1 know. But I'li manage, 
somehow. You know. 1 can't even 
sleep pioperl^ Ihe^e days. 

Have you ever seen a fixed match 
where, maybe a country other 
than Pakistan was involved? 

No, never. I don't believe you can hx 
matches. 


You don't play cricket and 
earn laurels for the country 
to get subjected to stich a 
major punishment You 
know, your heart breaks. 

The focus disappears 


During the first part of the 
interview, you pointed out that 
you are not in the right frame of 
mind to play cricket and 
subsequently made yourself 
available for the Australian series. 
What led to this sudden change of 
decision? 

(Huma Akrarn, Wasim's wife and 
mouvaior, spoke on his behalf.) 

Wasim got a call from the Board. 
Then one ol the selectors had also 
called him. Despite winning the 
Sahara Cup without him, they still 
made it clear how important he was to 
the team. That is why he decided to 
reverse his decision. 

Will he play in the mini World 
Cup? 

You know how the sittiaiion in 
Pakistan cricket is. Things are 
changing every minute. You can't talk 
about the mini World Cup now. 
Wasim is taking one step at a time. So 
at the moment it's only the first Test 
against Australia. 




SPOT LIGHT 


HANDSOME HUNK 


CeORQE FRANClS/SCOftPNEWS 



PATRICK RAFTERmadel 
his female fans go crazy 
when he won back-to- 
back U.S.Open titles 

O NE of the fittest guys on 
the ATP Tour, he is also 
one of the most 
handsome He prefers 
bold coloured outfits to the whites, 
flings himself in all directions, 
expends huge energy, vigorously 
pumps hts arms after winning every 
point, ties hts dark hair back in a 
Samurai hairdo which has become his 
trademark since the '97 US Open 
when along with doubles partner 
Mark Philippoussis. he pulled back 
hair "to be silly' Finally, he plays 
kamikaze tennis in a crowd-igniting 
manner with a mixture of booming 
serves and tireless net rushing 
The 26-ycar-old back-to-back US 
Open champion Patnck Rafter has 
now captured and captivated 
Flushing Meadows It has been 
different sort of a feeling for the 
Australian who was in a complete 
state of shock when he won his first 
US Open last year He had then almost 
failed to make it past the first round, 
jumpy and nervous and was all over 
the place before playing a 
nerve-racking final where he realised 
a 'dream come true " 

This year. Rafter felt very lucky 
throughout the tournament and very 
lucky to be in New York 'I felt as the 
matches progressed that I belonged 
here ’ he observed Only seven 
players have repeated back-to-back 
wins in the Open era, like Sampras, 
Connors, McEnroe etc Rafter is now 
amongst this elite group 
Rafter, in fact, loves what he is 
doing On "the best job in the world" 
he IS involved with, he says, "I get to 
travel, meet a lot of people and make 
money from having fun There is a lot 
14 


of work involved but I love to work 
out" 

Rafter began playing tennis when 
he was barely five years old. That was 
thanks in the main to his three older 
brothers who all used to play the 
game Rafter, the seventh of nine 
children of a former accountant Jim 
Rafter, who now runs a bakery and a 


homemaker Jocelyn, played all sports 
but he enjoyed playing tennis more as 
time went on. , 

His big brother Geoff and he 
travelled to Europe to play in 
tournaments. Those were the days 
when they used to take shelter in 
automatic-teller enclosures. In fact, 
when Rafter won his first pro title in 



|994, Geoff was his coach. publicity while another brother Peter 

‘ What Rafter regrets even now is takes care of his schedule, 

hat he could not do what his mates Two years ago, wrist and ankle 
lid at 14 or 15 years of age. He could injuries sidelined him. Then right 
i^ot live a normal childhood as he was shoulder problems forced him out of 
^usy playing tournaments and the action in the fall season. A year 

frainlng. There was no pressure from before that, he underwent right wrist 



his parents to play tennis. Now, he's surgery to repair tom cartilage. But 
glad that all those sacrifices he made slowly, things turned around. He won 

during those early years is paying rich his first singles title since last year's US 

dividends now. Open when he defeated Mikael 

And Rafter is sharing his success Tlllstrom in the final of the Gold Flake 
with his family. With five brothers Open in Chennai, 
and three sisters, he belongs to one The first Aussie to win the US Open 

large family. Brother Stephen is his since John Newcombe in 197 3, the 
agent, sister Louise is in-charge of 6'!" Rafter—born in Mount Isa, a 


mining town in Queensland, and now 
living in a poolside pad in Pembroke, 
Bermuda-partly for travel purposes— 
is like Newcombe, both a men's and 
ladies' man. A naturally built athlete 
with lady-killer looks. Rafter was 
considered one of PEOPLE magazine's 
Sexiest Men Alive last year. 

"Our sex God Pat" declared a 
banner when he once confronted 
Todd Martin at Flinders Park's 
retraaable-roof stadium. "Patrick 
Rafter, we'll see you after," chanted 
his boisterous female fans." Pat's the 
sexiest Aussie since Dundee 
outsmiled his first crocodile," said a 
San Francisco admirer. His female 
fans even whistle when he changes 
his shirt mid-match. 

It's mundane to say that hordes of 
teenage girls mob a celebrity and send 
him bags of fan mail. Rafter is no 
exception to it. But the truth is Rafter 
didn't go out with girls until he was 
20. In fact, as he confessed once, he 
was afraid of girls in high school. But 
the latest news is that he is happily 
dating the 27-year-old Australian 
model Lara Feltham. 

Rafter has a very good sense of 
camaraderie with other players and 
game-wise is very fair and sporting. 

He travels alone sans a coach and likes 
to move around in a moped despite 
being a millionaire. Known among 
the other players as one of those 
always ready for a pre-match card 
game or a post-match beer, his 
philosophy in life is to help the poor 
and the needy. 

Rafter has gone on record by saying, 
"Money is nice, but I came into tennis 
thinking that if 1 can buy a 
two-bedroom home. I'm ahead of 90 
per cent of the people in this world." 
And he once returned a ftve-figure 
appearance fee and donated nearly a 
third of his $650,000 US Open purse 
to a children's hospital in Brisbane, 
This year too. Rafter came out with a 
similar gesture. He handed over a 
cheque for $ 180,000 out of his 
U.S.Open winnings to a Brisbane 
hospital to help sick children. 

Rafter, it is dear has not only the 
good looks, but a good heart also. 

Aishwarya Lakshmi 
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SPOT LIGHT 


HANDSOME HUNK 


GEORGE FftANC(S/$CORPNEWS 



PATRICK RAFTERmade 
his female fans go crazy 
when he won back-to- 
back U.S.Open titles 

O NE of the fittest guys on 
the ATP Tour, he is also 
one of the most 
handsome. He prefers 
bold coloured outfits to the whites, 
flings himself in all direaions: 
expends huge energy; vigorously 
pumps his arms after winning every 
point; ties his dark hair back in a 
Samurai hairdo which has become his 
trademark since the '97 US Open 
when, along with doubles partner 
Mark Philippoussls, he pulled back 
hair "to be silly". Finally, he plays 
kamikaze tennis in a crowd-igniting 
manner with a mixture ol booming 
serves and tireless net rushing. 

The 26-year-old back-to-back US 
Open champion Patrick Rafter has 
now captured and captivated 
Flushing Meadows. It has been 
different sort of a feeling for the 
Australian who was in a complete 
state of shock when he won his first 
US Open last year. He had then almost 
failed to make it past the first round, 
jumpy and nervous and was all over 
the place before playing a 
nerve-racking final where he realised 
a "dream come true." 

This year. Rafter felt very lucky 
throughout the tournament and very 
lucky to be in New York. "1 felt as the 
matches progressed that I belonged 
here," he observed. Only seven 
players have repeated back-to-back 
wins in the Open era, like Sampras, 
Connors, McEnroe etc. Rafter is now 
amongst this elite group. 

Rafter, in fact, loves what he is 
doing. On "the best job in the world" 
he is involved with, he says, "I get to 
travel, meet a lot of people and make 
money from having fun. There is a lot 
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of work involved but I love to work 
out." 

Rafter began playing tennis when 
he was barely five years old. That was 
thanks in the main to his three older 
brothers who all used to play the 
game. Rafter, the seventh of nine 
children of a former accountant Jim 
Rafter, who now runs a bakery and a 
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His big brother Geoff and he 
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when they used to take shelter in 
automatic-teller enclosures. In fact, 
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with lady-killer looks. Rafter was 
considered one of PEOPLE magazine's 
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Rafter, we'll sec you after," chanted 
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San Francisco admirer. His female 
fans even whistle when he changes 
his shirt mid-match. 

It's mundane to say that hordes of 
teenage girls mob a celebnty and send 
him bags of fan mail. Rafter is no 
exception to it. But the truth is Rafter 
didn't go out with girls until he was 
20. In fact, as he confessed once, he 
was afraid of girls in high school. But 
the latest news is that he is happily 
dating the 27-year-old Australian 
model Lara Feltham. 

Rafter has a very good sense of 
camaraderie with other players and 
game-wise is very fair and sporting. 

He travels alone sans a coach and likes 
to move around in a moped despite 
being a millionaire. Known among 
the other players as one of those 
always ready for a pre-match card 
game or a post-match beer, his 
philosophy in life is to help the poor 
and the needy. 

Rafter has gone on record by saying, 
"Money is nice, but I came into tennis 
thinking that if I can buy a 
two-bedroom home. I'm ahead of 90 
per cent of the people in this world." 
And he once returned a five-figure 
appearance fee and donated nearly a 
third of his $650,000 US Open purse 
to a children's hospital in Brisbane. 
This year too. Rafter came out with a 
similar gesture. He handed over a 
cheque for $ 180,000 out of his 
U.S.Open winnings to a Brisbane 
hospital to help sick children. 

Rafter, it is clear has not only the 
good looks, but a good heart also. 
Aishwarya Lakshmi 
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INTERVIEW 



IVAN LENDL speaks about tennis then and now, 
and as to how he spends his time these days 


I VAN LENDL won eight Grand 
Siam tournaments and a total of 
94 titles during his iliustrious 
career. He is considered by many 
tennis pundits to be the fittest player 
to play the game. Called the Ostrava 
Ghost in the tennis circ uit when he 
played, Lendl with his serious 
demeanour and no-nonsense attitude 
was considered an enigma by many. 
He reached the final of the U S. Open 
on eight consecutive occasions and 
was the first male player to surpass 
$20 million in career prize money. 
Lendl holds the Grand Prix record for 
tournaments won in a year, with 15 in 
1982. He is the only player in the 
Open Era to win three tournaments in 
successive weeks on three diflerent 
surfaces. Excerpts from an interview -. 

You won the U.S. Open three 
times. What is your fondest 
memory of that tournament? 

Winning for the first time is always 
more special than the others. Every 
time you win it's great, but the lirst 
was definitely the best. 

You reached the final of the U.S. 
Open in eight straight years. How 
did you manage such consistency 
year after year? 

I was living in Connecticut at the time 
and would only come over for 
matches. It was much nicer and 
relaxing. Everyone complained about 
the U.S Open; it was too hectic, too 
this and too that. 1 was home in 
Greenwich and I think, for me, that 
was a big advantage. 

i 

In 1934 Ip the French Open final 
you (fere down two sets to | 
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McEnroe. Do you remember what 
was going through your mind 
before entering the third set? 

Of course. I just wanted to last more 
than two hours. We played the lirst 
two sets in one hour. Ijust told myself, 
'Play one point at a time' and it turned 
into a great match. 

You won eight Grand Slam 
tournaments and 94 titles overall. 
Does one moment stand out as 
the highlight of your career? 

The first major that f won was 
probably the highlight. The first major 
in each of the Slams that I won would 
also be. The French Open match you 
mentioned against McEnroe was 
definitely an interesting match and a 
very exciting one, and I 
think it helped me to win other majors. 

What were the low points? 

It's always a low point when you play 
well and don't win. Evcryiime 1 lost a 
match, that was a low point. Losing a 
Grand Slam was more disappointing, 
but whenever you lose. It's a 
disappointment. 

Does it still bother you that you 
never won a Wimbledon title? 

You may not believe it when I say that 
it doesn't bother me at all. Knowing 
my record at Wimbledon and what it 
took for me to get that kind of record 
makes me more proud than the rest of 
it. 

What are your thoughts on the 
state of men's tennis today? 

The men's game has always taken 
criticism. They attacked Laver and 
said that he was boring, the same as 
they do today with Pete Sampras. It 
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Ivan Landl's won ovorything tbora it to bo won 
oxcopt tho Wimblodon titio, but lurprioingly 
N't got no qualm* ab^ It 


always happened. Generations before 
they always said it. I think Pete 
Sampras is a great role model. They 



!.aid the same thing about me. There 
was much more show when we were 
younger. 1 do see a problem for the 
game right now. It's too fast. Some say 
it's the racket. The balls and courts, 
they're too fast and they speed up If 
they can somehow control the speed 
r)f the match, I think they would get a 


good handle on it. Some will be happy 
and some will not be. Who is to decide? 
It's not a big question. I think some 
slowing down would be better. 

What are your thoughts on the 
popularity of women's tennis and 
the dominating players on the 


tour? 

I think that most of the popularity of 
course comes from the personalities of 
Hingis and Venus and the intrigue of 
Monica and Steffi coming back. 
Women's tennis is very watchable. 
Spectators can relate to the game. 
Watching Philippoussis and 


Ivanisevic play, how can you relate to 
it? How long can you watch two guys 
serve like that? 

Your daughter is currently 
playing in a golf tournament. 
What is it like to watch her play? 

She also played in a tennis 


tournament. I get frustrated when 
they miss because 1 know they 
weren't paying attention But that's 
all part of the learning process 

Would you like to see any of your 
children pursue a career in 
professional sports and what 
advice would you give them? 

If that IS what they want then I would 
teach them to work hard and ha vc fun. 

Currently you've turned your 
focus to golf, do you have any 
aspirations to make the pro tour? 

I want to play as well as lean I enjoy 
the game, but to say that I would like 
to be on the PGA Tour would be 
obnoxious. These guys are great 
players and just because 1 played 
another sport I would never say that I 
could play on the tour. That wouldn't 
be right. I love the game and I enjoy 
my time playing. 

What's a typical day for you like 
these days? 

First, 1 decide and see if I have any 
business to do, which I then complete. 
I see what the schedule is for the kids 
and 1 try to plan my time around 
them. If they go to school from 8 a.m. 
to 3:30p m., then i'll do all the things 1 
have to do around that time. Then I'll 
play sports with them. We do a lot of 
biking, tennis and golf 

What was the best part about 
being a professional athlete? 

When you play sports, you get to see a 
lot of cities and, if you're lucky, you 
make enough money to not have to 
worry about that You get to travel a 
lot and meet interesting people. 

And the flip side? 

Did you ever hear the quote, 'A bad 
day of golf is better than a good day at 
office'^' That is the flip side. 

Is there anything that you would 
like to say to your fans? 

I thank the fans for all their 
support. 1 think the fans should know 
I enjoyed playing tennis a lot, and that 
I had a great time Now I'm playing 
golf and am having a great time 
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THE WORLD OF 

BOOKS 


TITLE: GREAT INDIAN PLAYERS 
AUTHOR: SURESH KUMAR LAU 
PUBLISHER: SPORTS 
PUBLICATIONS, DELHU998 
PAGES: 325 
PRICE: Rs.250.00 

I N the last decade of the 20th 
century, author Suresh Kumar 
Lau's pioneering work, brief 
outlines on the lives and 
achievements of major sportspersons 
of India is commendable. 

It was a painstaking effort, which 
took about three years. Lau says, 
“collection of material was a major 
problem. 1 wrote hundreds of letters 
to the national sports federations, the 
state associations and the players 
themselves but rarely got replies. In 
India, there is no tradition of 
maintaining records. Except in cricket 
and tennis records of all other 
disciplines are not properly 
maintained. However, I managed to 
collect material after much research, 
relying on my records and those of 
friends." 

This explains why the presented 
material is sometimes li*p-sided. In 
the case of well-known stars like 
Tendulkar, Azharuddin, Limba Ram 
or Inder Singh, the profiles arc- 
detailed and long but walker Zora 
Singh and basketball players Anil 
Kumar Punj and Hari Dutt arc written 
about in just one paragraph. 

Arranged alphabetically for easy 
reference, the book contains concise 
biographies of over 547 sportspersons 
from 33 sports, accompanied by 419 
photographs. The sports range from 
archery to yachting. Lau is to be 
complimented for even including 
* sports like rowing, gymnastics, judo, 
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carrom, ball badminton and 
indigenous sports like kabaddi and 
kho-kho. In these sports with lesser 
public appeal and media support, 
reference material is very scanty. By 
being included in such a book, 
sportspersons of these less popular 
sports get due recognition. So the 
book gives a useful historical 
perspective of India's achievements in 
various sports. 

Lesser known facts about Indian 
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Surnti Kumar Lau with hit naw booh Gnat 
Indian Playan 

sports emerge from this book. For 
instance, we learn that gymnast 
Montu Oebnath represented the 
country in the 1962 Jakarta Asiad and 
even won a gold medal in the vault 
event in a meet in erstwhile USSR. 

Going down the ages, we learn that 
gymnast Shyam Lai Khullar was good 
enough to participate in the 1956 
Melbourne Olympics and the 
Universaid. It is an apt reminder that 
gymnastic talent in India was not so 


limited as it is at present. Stalwarts in 
ball badminton like A. Karim, D. 
Rajaraman and Jayamma Sastry are 
written about in detail. In carrom, 
there is just a mention of Anthony 
Maria Irudayam. 

Overall, it is a well-planned book. 
The index lists the pages on which the 
accounts of each player appears. In 
Indian spons, there has always been a 
vacuum about career details and 
statistics of even eminent 
sportspersons. So Lau's book is a step 
in the right direction. It is a useful 
ready reckoner. 

In any such collection, there is 
always a dispute about those included 
and not included. For instance,in 
football, there are no biographical 
sketches of some stalwarts of the 
1950s like Venkatesh and Ahmed 
Khan, or in hockey of 
Inam-ur-Rehman, legendary left 
winger Jaffer, burly lull back,the late 
Surjit Singh and penalty corner expert 
Prithipal Singli. 

However, some of these omissions 
could be due to lack of enough 
available material on these players. In 
golf, the author has by choice 
strangely left out some of the current 
greats like Chiranjeev Milkha Singh 
and Gaurav Ghei. Collecting material 
on this new generation of professional 
golfers should not have been a 
difficult task. The quality of 
photographs could have been better. 

Originally, the author planned to 
present the biographical career 
details and statistics of about 100 
eminent sportspersons. However, the 
publishers persuaded him to extend 
his research and include all Indian 
sportspersons who have got the 
coveted Arjuna Award or achieved 
some distinction in their respective 
sport. This meant extra effort but he 
has made the book very meaningful 
and a must buy for quiz addicts, 
journalists and those interested in the 
history of Indian sports. 

Lau, who is a senior lecturer in 
Physical Education at Satyawati 
College, University of Delhi, had three 
years ago written a useful book. The 
Encyclopaedia of Football, also 
published by Sports Publications. 

Novy Kapadia 




A PREMATURE EXIT 

Former Olympic great FLORENCE GRIFFITH JOYNER 

dies of a heart seizure 



U .S. track star Florence Griffith 
loyner, 38, whose blistering 
speed won her triple gold 
medals at the 1988 Olympics in Seoul, 
died of an apparent heart seizuic 
recently. Lt. Hector Rivera, a 
spokesman for the Orange County 
Sheriff, said that the Orange County 
Coroner's Office was inycstigating Hie 
cause of death but that there was "no 
indication whatsoever" of foul play 
Griffith Joyner, who holds world 
records in the 100-and 200-mcter 
events, suffered a heart seizure two 
years ago while on board an aircraft. 
She won her gold medals in the 100 
and 200 meters and in the 400-meter 
relay at Seoul. 


Griffith Joyner set world records for 
the 100 and 200 meters in 1988, 
breaking the 200 mark twice at the 
Seoul Olympics. "Those records are 
going to last for another decade," said 
U.S. Track and Field Association 
official Tom Serberand added, "We 
will never see her kind again. Flo- Jo 
was one of the most special athletes 
we have ever seen, for her speed, her 
grace, her beauty." 

In addition to her speed, Grilfith 
Joyner stood out from her fellow 
athletes with her daz/lingly colourful 
body suits and her long fingernails. 

One eye-catching outfit was a 
purple bodysuit with a turquoise 
bikini brief over it, but with nothing 


on her left leg, a design she referred to 
as a "one-leggcr." 

At the Olympics, she painted three 
of her fingernails red, white and blue, 
and she painted a fourth, gold, to 
signify her goal. At the 1987 World 
Championships in Rome, she caused a 
sensation by running the first two 
rounds in a skintight suit similar to a 
speedskater's togs. 

Reacting to news of her death. 
President Clinton said the United 
States and the world "has lost one of 
our greatest Olympians." 

"We were dazzled by her speed, 
humbled by her talent, and captivated 
by her style," Clinton said in a written 
statement issued in New York, where 
he was attending the annual U.N. 
General Assembly. 

"Though she rose to the pinnacle of 
the world of sports, she never forgot 
where she came from, devoting lime 
and resources to helping children 
—especially those growing up in our 
most disadvantaged 
neighbourhoods," Clinton said. 

Griffith Joyner was a co-chair of the 
President's Council on Physical 
Fitness and Sports. 

"Our thoughts and prayers go to 
her husband Al, her daughter Mary 
and her entire family," Clinton said. 
Former world 110 meters hurdles 
champion and friend Greg Foster said: 
"She died at her home in...California, 
this morning It's an apparent seizure. 
She was one of the greatest sprinters 
ever, rnaleoriemale." 

"The Olympic's family is saddened 
and stunned by her passing," said 
U S.Olympic Committee president 
Bill Hybl. "She was a role model for 
girls and young women in sports and 
her legacy will be one that included 
kindness and an interest in chiidren. 
She will be missed." 
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The US Open this year 
saw some sensational 
victories and some 
major upsets in both 
the men's and women's 
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GREETINGS 
SIR DON 

A tribute to Sir Donald Bradman on his 90th birthday 

24) 


ANDY O’ BRIEN, AUSTRALIA 

C AN you imagme the public 
reaction if a famous 
cricketer did not show up 
for a glamourous ceremony 
held in his honour on his birthday? He 
would have been written off as being 
conceited etcetc. But when Sir 
Donald Bradman tiid not make an 
appearance at the massive 
celebrations on his 90th birthday, it 
was passed off as "that's the Great 
Don." 

In fact, believe it or not, the biggest 












hero at the celebrations was none 
other than our very own Sachin 
Tendulkar. He grabbed the spotlight 
from the likes of Shane Wame and 
others. But times have changed since 
Bradman dominated the game. And 
perhaps Sachin went back to indie 
learning first-hand why the great man 
is so revered Down Under. 

When Donald Bradman made his 
Test debut in 1928, Australia was an 
infant nation. Motor cars were the 
preserve of the well-to-do, radio had 
only just arrived, and television was a 
thing of science fiction. 

By the time he was two years into 
his Test career, Bradman already was 
an Australian legend. By weight of 
runs, and the dynamic artistry of their 
accumulation, he was a aicketer 
beyond anyone that had played the 
game before. 

As a symbol of a young nation, he 
gave hope where little could be found 
through the dark days of the Great 
Depression. He was the nation's focus 
again, nearly two decades latq;; when 
he twdce led Australia against England 
and became a symbol of normality 
after the trials of World War il. 

The aura which surrounded 
Bradman then, remarkable though it 
was, is easy enough to understand. 
What is truly remarkable Is that, 50 
years after he retired, and after he 
completed his 90th blnhday, the aura 
remains undlmlnished. Perhaps it 
only got even more enhanced over 
the years, 

A proliferation of Bradman books 
continue to pour off the presses. The 
Bradman Museum draws people to 
his boyhood home at Bowral in 
droves."Bradman" bars continue to 
be highend sellers, and media people 
of all persuasions still seek him out for 
the 'ultimate' interview. 

Two new books are in the stalls this 
month. One is a repriniof Bradman's 
definitive coaching book of 1958, The 
Art of Cricket, which clearly is full of 
timeless wisdom. The Ironbark 
legends series has launched a 
momentous Bradman publication 
which deals as much with his impact 
on the Australian social landscape as 
oh his cricket. \ 

It is an enormous tribute th the man 


and his deeds, central as they were to 
the growing self-confidence of an 
Independent Australia through a time 
when the country was still finding its 
identity. 

Runs, of course, are a big part of the 
Bradman heritage. By the time he had 
rattled up 974 of them in seven Test 
innings in England in 1930 leverage 
139.14), he didn't even need 
identification. English newspaper 
posters of the time would simply state 
"He's Out", or on one famous and rare 
occasion, "O", and everybody knew 
what it meant. 

But there was more to it than that. 
His bearing, his economy of words, his 
administrative insight, his selection 
skills...all of these lent a mystique to 
the Bradman persona which is as 
strong in the modem, cosmopolitan 
Australia of today as it ever was in the 
insular world of the 1930s. 

The literary record attests to that. In 
the latest Legends book, for instance, 
Steve Waugh sums it up from a 
modem player's perspective; 

"He is the symbol of Australian 
cricket, the heanbeat, the inspiration, 
the image of all that is good in sport 
and life...the baggy green cap assumes 
even greater importance for the 
knowledge that Sir Donald destroyed 
opposing teams and rewrote all the 
record books while wearing it. Fo'r me, 
it inspires confidence, pride, 
commitment, courage and loyalty." 

in the same book, former ACB 
chairman Bob Parish talks of 
Bradman's contribution to the 
administration and legislation of 
cricket. 

"A man of great integrity, his 
greatness as an administrator lay 
principally in his vision and in his 
encydopaedlc knowledge of the game 
and its rich history. And, whatever his 
age, he always came to the table with 
the ideas and energy of the young and 
progressive. This is why he has 
remained a vibrant and relevant 
figure half a century after the end of 
his playing days." 

Bradman had, after all, battled the 
Board on several celebrated occasions 
as a player, so he knew the downside 
of their attitudes. He was also 
sufficiently progressive to endorse the 


switch to coloured clothing when it 
became an issue in the re-unification 
negotiations of 1979 after the World 
Series Cricket split. 

The best tributes ever paid to 
Bradman, however, undoubtedly 
were those which reflected his skill as 
a batsman. This remains the area in 
which his stature is unchallenged and 
untouched, despite thp small army of 
international champions who have 
walked the stage over the last 50 years. 

One of the best assessments of his 
innate skill, his competitive drive, and 
his work ethic, was that made by the 
celebrated commentator Alan 
McGilvray in his book The Game Is 
Not The Same. As a contemporary 
who played with and against 
Bradman, and a commentator of 50 
years experience, McGilvray was well 
qualified to judge. He wrote; 

"There was a calculating 
ruthlessness to Bradman's batting. He 
would rarely talk to anybody on the 
field. He always seemed to be in total 
communion with himself, his 
concentration maintained at levels 
which allowed no intrusion whatever 
from those around him. 

"He knew the value of his own 
ability. He knew bowlers would 
devise all manner of schemes to try 
and dismiss him. The very stature his 
extraordinary skill gave him 
demanded he concentrate that much 
harder than anybody else... 

"...Bradman had an almost perfea 
co-ordination of eye, brain and body 
that set him apan. He had powerful, 
sinewy legs and forearms, and small 
feet that allowed him to shuffle into 
position with lightning speed. His 
reflexes were sharp and true, his 
eyesight piercing. 

"But above all he had a mind which 
was quicker than any other I have 
known to size up where a ball would 
pitch, its movement and its worth. 

"His placement was uncanny, his 
range of shots unmatched....when he 
unwound into a pull shot or leaned 
back to cut, he did so with great 
flourish. In essence, he simply did 
everything right." 

Now, the Don is in the nineties 
again. Is another century tot' nuch to 
ask? 
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FROM NOW KAPADIA 
NEW DELHI 


A S Delhi was burning in the 
allermathof the 
assassination of former 
Prime Minister, Mrs Indira 
Gandhi the erstwhile secretary of the 
Indian Olympic Association (lOA) Mr 
Vidya Charan Shukla made some 
important disclosures on November 7 
1984 At a hastily assembled and 
sparsely-attended press briefing Mr 
Shukla said that the concept of the 
National Games will be revived to help 
in the development of international 
standard sports infrastructure in the 
country 

He also said that it would be a 
biennial event, held in different cities 
Finally Mr Shukla added ihat to 
commemorate Mrs Gandhi s 
contribution to Indian sports the 
National Games will have a 
permanent opening date November 
19 (the late Prime Minister s 
birthday)'' It was also decided that 
since Delhi had the existing Asiad '82 
infrastructure, it would be the venue 
of the revived N ational Games in 1985 
According to Mr Shukla s agenda, 
in the time span of 13 years from 1985 
to 1998 at least six National Games 
should have been held Instead four 
have been staged thus far—Delhi 
1985 Thiruvananthapuram 1987 
Pune 1994 and Bangalore 1997 As is 
evident the biennial event concept 



GONE FOR 
A SIX? 


Too much politicisation and postponements 
^ave ruined the NATIONAL GAMES 


has got shattered After the 1987 
National Games, rampant 
politicisation has devalued this 
notion In the 90s, frequent 
postponement and delays have 
reduced the importance of the sports 
jamboorec 

The Manipur National Games were 
due to be held in October 1998 but 
they are now being postponed for the 
third time and may be held in the 
summer months of 1999 
Sportspersons get fed up of such 
constant chopping and changing of 
dates as it mars their preparation for 
the event. 
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Tbt optning ceramony of tho '97 Bangaiora 
Gamas attba Kantharaeva Stadium. Tfm 
sporting jamborao was sponsorod by Vidoocon 
along with 19 othor corporata houtat 

At the approach of the new 
tnillenium, it is time for stock taking 
and to decide If this cdncept is feasible 
or In need of some re-adjustment. It 
looks as though the concept has gone 
for a six. The idea of starting each 
National Games on a fixed day, 
November 19th, has also been 
forgotten. Only the 1985 National 
Games in Delhi, commenced on the 
late Mrs Gandhi's birthday. The 1987 
event at Thiruvananthapuram started 


in December. In 1994, the Pune Games 
were held in January. Whilst in 1997 
at Bangalore, they were staged in 
June. Also there are serious doubts 
about the maximum utilisation of the 
existing infrastructure. 

The first part of Mr Shukla's claim, 
the creation of world-class stadia and 
international sports infrastructure 
does take place. But in all these years 
no plans have been made to ensure 
that the stadia are used regularly so 
that a genuine sports atmosphere is 
created in the country. The Indian 
Olympic Association (lOA) keeps 
passing the buck to the National 
Sports Federations. The latter claim 
they are hamstrung for cash. So there 
is the usual muddle. The National 
Games become a grand showpiece, 
when they are staged for politicians to 
parade themselves and mouth cliches 
about development. The lOA must 
l^ware of the pitfalls and not let the 
Natiohal Games Movement become a 
routine... 

ThttSl^rtakiad in the erstwhile 
USSRaigd East Germany led to mass 
involvement in sports, unearthing 
new talent and sparked off a massive 
sports jftmosphere in those countries. 

Somehow the National Games 
movCTnent in India has not been able 
to emulate such ideals. A grassroots 
movement in Indian sports has just 
not taken place and the four National 
Games staged since 1985 have not 
really led to any mass participation in 
sports. In Pune and Bangalore, lots of 
people came to watch especially 
exotic events like gymnastics or 
popular events like football, kabaddi, 
athletics and swimming but there has 
been no discernible increase in the 
number of youth taking part in sports 
from these two cities. 

The politicisation of the Games in a 
big way started after 1987. The next 
Games were awarded to Punjab. This 
was primarily done because the 
existing central Rajiv Gandhi 
government wanted to prove that 
conditions in Punjab were normal. 

The terrorist movement in Punjab in 
the Eighties had hindered daily life in 
this most prosperous of Indian states. 
Staging the National Games in Punjab 


was like a political message, that the 
insurrectionists were on the run. The 
political agenda did not quite work 
out to suit the lOA. Infrastructure 
was developed in Ludhiana, Patiala, 
Jalandhar and Amritsar. But by 1989 
it was obvious that Punjab was still 
unsafe to stage the Games. They were 
postponed to a further unspecified 
date in 1990. 

By 1991 with Suresh Kalmadl 
emerging as a bigwig in Indian sports, 
the National Games were shifted to his 
constituency, Pune. The ambitious 
Kalmadi used this event as an image 
building exercise. The Games had an 
overall expenditure of Rs. 50 crores as 
Kalmadi constructed the Shri Shiv 
Chhatrapati Sports City at Balewadi 
near Pune. The stadia, the velodrome, 

The Pune National 
Games were an 
instance of how positive 
politicisation can prove 
to be beneficial. 

Kalmadi has always 
believed that 
sportS'loving politicians 
are most suitable for the 
organisation of Indian 
sports as they know the 
tricks of the trade in 
extracting money.... 

the Olympic-size swimming pool, the 
games village, the indoor stadium and 
gymnasium were impressive but now 
they just remain monuments of 
grandeur and there is little sports 
activity in them. 

History remembers the 1994 
National Games as the privatisation of 
sports in India. Kalmadi emulated 
Peter Ueberroth's feat m the 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics of roping in enough 
private sponsors to reduce 
government expenditure. Kalmadi 
applied Manmohanics to the National 
Games and ensured they were 
financially viable. The main sponsor, 
Bajaj Auto, a Pune-based company 
contributed almost Rs. 1 crore as 
sponsorship and an equivalent 
amount on diverse forms of publicity. 
Besides the main sponsor, about 30 
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WILL MANIPUR HOLD THE 
GAMES AT ALL? 


A warding the National Games to Manipur had a political 

context. Suresh Kalmadi once said, "mega events like the National 
Games are useful in drawing the youth to the national mainstream. So 
we are awarding the National Games to Manipur to spread the Olympic 
message amongst the youth of that region and provide international 
facilities in that region." It was also hoped that the Games in the 
North-East would boost the interest in sports like boxing, football and 
weightlifting in that region. 

lOA reports suggested massive enthusiasm for the Games. Kalmadi 
even said that the state government employees had voluntarily 
sacrificed a day's salary every month to enable construction of the 
infrastructure. Realising from the follies of Pune (Balewadi sports 
complex) and Bangalore, the lOA advised Manipur to construct 
smaller stadia which could be utilised more effectively once the 
sporting extravaganza were over. 

But then history repeated itself. S. Lokeshwar Singh, a hockey 
official from Manipur, said in the last week of August that the 
swimming pool and cycling velodrome were not yet ready. He also said 
that the astro-turf had reached Imphal but had not been laid. 

Then there were the Inevitable political tussles within the Manipur 
organising committee. R.K. Ronendrajit Singh, secretary of a private 
body called Sports Movement Committee, has begun a fast onto death 
since August 13, demanding postponement of the Games. His reason 
was that if the construaions were completed in a hurry, they would be 
sub-standard and not benefidai to the people of his region. 

Within the lOA also there was divided opinion on staging the Games. 
Suresh Kalmadi was keen that the Games be held in time. lOA sources 
also reveal that the underground terrorists had been contaaed and 
their assurance sought that they would not disturb the Games. 

Kalmadi was confident that the terrorists would support the 
movement of the Games in their state and would not cause any 
disruptions. This was one of the major reasons for his wanting the 
Games to be held in time. 

However finally excessive rain and incomplete stadia forced the lOA 
to postpone the event indefinitely. The Games In Manipur have got 
further Jinxed because of lOA's factional politics. Some lOA members 
aligned to the seaetary Randhlr Singh want the Games shifted to 
Punjab where the Infrastructure Is ready. The compensation theory Is 
being put forth. However, Kalmadi and others are adamant that the 
Games will be held in Manipur. 

To add to the quandary, some terrorist groups have threatened to ' 

shoot local sports officials in Manipur if they permit the Gatnes to be 
sta]^ outside their state. As has been the pattemln prevkAf$ 
National Games, there is exce^ve politicisation in the olf Venue 
and staging the Games. The dominant discourse In dlscdsilons • 
revolving around the National Games have always been poiltka). SO it 
is not $u rprising that national or lO A politics have always played a 
dominant role in the selection of venues and conduct Of Gte National 
Ofttles. “ ' “f/'' 


other sponsors were roped in who 
paid sums ranging from Rs. 5 to 2 5 
lakhs. Each of the 27 sports disciplines 
had a separate sponsor. Kalmadi also 
set a trend of unprecedented 
television coverage for a sports event 
other than cricket in India. The live 
telecast was as much as seven hours 
per day for ten days and a daily one 
hour capsule in the night. 

The Pune Games were'an instance 
of how positive politicisation can 
prove to be benefiaal. Kalmadi has 
always believed that sports loving 
politicians are most suitable for the 
organisation of Indian sports as they 
know the tricks of the trade 
in extracting money and setting 
lethargic government machinery in 
artion. 

However even the 1994 Games 
were blighted by time delay. They 
were originally slated for January 
1993 but the stadia were not ready. 
Then came the next date, October 
1993. However there was a natural 
catastrophe, the devastating Latur 
(Maharashtra) eanhquake which led 
to massive loss of life and property and 
to further postponement. They were 
finally held in January 1994. 

Kalmadi oozed confidence that the 
Balewadi sports complex would be 
fully utilised in the years to come. But 
again between the idea and the reality 
there falls the shadow. Four years 
after the Pune Games, the Balewadi 
aimplex is sparsely used. Kalmadi, who 
is the president of the Amateur 
Athletic Federation of India (AAFI), 
shifted the Permit Meet athletic 
events to Pune for two years. 
Otherwise except for some local 
events and local camps the stadia 
remain under-utilised. 

The grandiose plans to set up a 
sports academy or a LIC-sponsored 
gymnastics academy has fallen by the 
wayside. Due to inadequate public 
transport and limited personal 
transport, it is not possible for 
sportspersons to fravel large distances 
for training. So the whole concept of 
the Pune sports city was 
over-ambitious. 

The astute Randhir Singh, secretary 
of the lOA, was forced to admit in 
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Indian Olympic Association prosidont Surssh 
Kaimodi usad tha 1994 Puna National Gamas 
os an imago-building axarcisa 

1997 that the sports city concept in 
Balewadi was not a roaring success. 

He said, “The sports city just outside 
Pune is under-utilised. So we are now 
insisting that sports stadia should be 
built within a city to make them 
accessible." 

History repeated itself in the 1997 
Bangalore National Games. The event 
was due to be staged in*! 996 but kept 
getting postponed. They were finally 
staged in the summer months of June 
1997. Water shortage was a major 
problem for the competitors. From 
the Bangalore experience and 
problems in getting ready for the 
Games it does seem that two years is 
too short a time for preparation. 
Maybe the lOA should reconsider the 


time span period between each 
National Games. Some lOA members 
have even suggested that the sports 
disciplines in each National Games 
should be spread to more than two 
cities in a state. In 1994, the Games 
were held at Pune and Mumbai and in 
1997 in Bangalore and Mysore. 

Costs escalated from Rs.25 crores to 
Rs.125 crores but Asia's “Silicon 
Valley" provided many corporate 
sponsors. Besides the main sponsor 
Videocon, the Games organising 
committee also roped in 19 other 
sponsors. As the stadia are within the 
main city of Bangalore they arc being 
utilised more frequently. So in terms 
of generating funds and developing 
sports infrastructure, the Bangalore 
Games were a reasonable success. 

The Games in Manipur have 
already been postponed twice. At the 
closing ceremony of the Bangalore 


Randhir Singh, aacmtary of th# lOA, insistt that 
tpoita stadia abouldbaouih within a city to 
mako it aceossibla for athlotoa and spoctators 

National Games, the lOA president, 
Suresh Kalmadi proudly stated that 
Manipur will be ready to stage the 
Games in the summer of 1998. Sadly, 
the progress in construction of stadia 
and developing sports infrastruaure 
was tardy. 

The lOA then announced that the 
Manipur Games will be staged from 
October 4-14. Doordarshan made 
plans for the telecast. Sponsors were 
sounded and several lOA officials 
inspected the sites. The schedule of 
events was also announced. However, 
then came the bombshell. The 
National Games in Manipur were 
postponed for the third time. Now it is 
uncertain when they will be held. 10 A 
sources state that the probable date is 
May or June 1999. 
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Pes,pite hchuj tifflU tcd by pdHi>, 

is the best 

ilisableii siwoter in the country at 
ptesent. He won the Arjuna Award 
■■ [ ' recently 


■>' ,"<*1 ' 


A t the Wills World Cup in 
1996, commenting on the 
difference between 
Indian and Australian 
cncketers, Mark Waugh remarked, 

“In our country. Test cncketers are 
heroes but, in India, they are treated 
as demi-gods ' Mark Waugh's astute 
observation is very pertinent 
Analysing the fissiporous 
tendenaes in some parts of India, 
many soaologisis have also felt that, 
at present, the Hindi films and the 
national cricket team are the major 
unifying symbols in the nation 
Viewed in such a context, for any 
sportsperson to overshadow a major 
Test cricketer at a public function is an 
incredible feat 
But such an 
inadent occurred m 
the recent National 
Sports Awards 
function at the 
glittering Ashoka 
hall in Rashtrapati 
Bhavan The 
cynosure of all eyes, 
in the begmnmg, 
was ace cricketer 
Sachin Tendulkar 
who was receiving 
the coveted Rajiv 
Gandhi Khel Ratna 
award However, 
when the poho- 
afflicted shooter, the 
stocky Naresh 
Kumar Sharma 
stepped forward to 
receive the Aijuna 
Award, 

the tumultuous and spontaneous 
applause even surpassed the ovation 
that Sachin received 
It was a tribute to the courage and 
faith of this 26-year-old whom 
fate had dealt such a cruel blow early 
in his life Even the customary 
apathetic crowd in Delhi reacted 
emotionally 

The story of Naresh Kumar Sharma 
IS a saga of endeavour and 
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perseverance despite many odds. The 
storyline is typical. A family of 
agriculturists migrated from .Jammu 
to Delhi in search of a more lucrative 
occupation. Naresh, born on the fifth 
of May 1972 is the youngest of four 
brothers. He suffered the slings and 
arrows of ouiragetius fortune early in 
life. 

He narrates the sad incident which 
changed his life. "1 was young and 
developed pneumonia. The doctors at 
Safdarjung Hospital gave me the 
wrong injections which led to an 
attack of polio." He has been 
handicapped and on crutches ever 
since. 

The turning point in his life came in 
the form of a vision in 1993. He says, 
"I dreamt one night that I should take 
part in shooting." He admits that it 
was destiny that took aim to the 
Tughlakabad shooting range. He had 
finished his graduation by 
correspondence from the University 
of Delhi. Searching for some 
meaning and occupation in life, he 
acted impulsively and went to the 
Tughlakabad shooting range. He was 
instinctively attracted to the sport. He 
picked up the nuances of this sport by 
watching other shooters practise. 

As he says, "I was self-taught. 
Nobody coached or guided me. 
Initially, my family even discouraged 
me as they felt it was an expensive 
hobby. It was only my mother who 
took my side and, with her blessings, I 
continued shooting." 

His family owned an air rifle and he 
practised with that. After a year of 
strenuous practice, he developed 
confidence. His only mode of 
transport, to and fro was the three 
wheeler autorickshaw. From his 
house near the Palam airport to the 
shooting range and back cost him 
about Rs.300 daily. However, 
shooting gave him a meaning in life. 
The lonely boy developed friends and 
self-confidence. 

Naresh recalls those apprenticeship 
days by saying, "The other shooters 
were always helpful. Even stars like 
Mansher Singh and Jaspai Rana 
always encouraged me and gave me 
|tps. Encouraged by their support, I 
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Namb with his brother Kithen 
and Mukasb 


took to shooting seriously in 1995." 

The National Disabled Sports 
Federation based in Bangalore 
entered Naresh Kumar.Sharma lor an 
international event in Finland. The 
National Rifle Association of India 
(NRAI) gifted him an air pistol which 
costs about Rs.50,000. 

Since the trip to Finland, there was 
no looking back for Naresh Kumar 
Sharma. He has represented India in 
ten international meets for the 
physically handicapped in the air 
pistol, free pistol and sports pistol 
events. In the 2nd Hessian trophy he 
won a bronze medal. In the 3rd 
Hessian trophy at Germany in 1997, 
he won two silver and one bronze 
medal. 

In the Australian championships 
for the disabled in 1997 at Brisbane, 


he won a bronze medal. Overall he 
has travelled to Germany four times, 
Finiand, Denmark, Australia, USA 
and Spain. In June 1998, at Santander , 
in Spain, he qualified for the 2000 
Sydney Olympics for the disabled. His 
improvement has been rapid and he is 
now ranked No.9 in the world. 

Naresh proudly says, "No Indian 
shooter has yet qualified for the 
Sydney Olympics. I am the first to do 
so." 

His adaptability, when travelling 
abroad, is commendable. At home, he 
is a vegetarian but realising the 
difficulty of acquiring such food 
abroad, he acquired a taste for eggs 
and chicken soup. His diet is now 
much more varied. Travelling has 
given him a wider perspective of life 
and immense confidence. 

At the national level, he has won 
many prizes. For these consistent 
achievements, the Department of 
Sports of the Government of India 



rightly gave him the Arjuna award. 
The award carries a cash pri/c of 
Rs.50,000 which should be a welcome 
bonus for Naresh, to purchase costly 
ammunition. However, as he 
jocularly remarked, “Most of the 
money was used up repaying loans 
and debts to the NRAI and others," 

Many organisations have been kind 
to Naresh Kumar Sharina but the 
expenses keep mounting. The Sports 
Authority of India (SAI) provides him 
ammunition for ten to fifteen rounds 
of shooting. The Union Sports 
Ministry has donated about Rs.50,000 
for the purchase of an Austrian air 
pistol. But each pellet costs about 
Rs.7.50, so 100 shots mean an 
expense of Rs.750. 

Naresh is still unemployed, so the 
expenses are staggering. The family 
income is ample, but not luxurious. 

His father works in Sita Travels. His 
brothers Vijay, Kishen and.Mukesh 
have a refrigeration shop in South 


Posing with hit imported air pistol, which 
costs Rs J0,000 

Delhi. Naresh often sits there after 
practice. 

Naresh hopes that the Arjuna 
Award will boost his chances of 
gettinga job. He hasapplied forajob in 
Customs, Railways, the State Bank of 
India and Indian Airlines. The lOA 
secretary, Randhir Singh has 
approached some organisations to 
either provide Naresh with 
sponsorship or a job but all efforts 
have been in vain so far. 

After years of toil and heavy 
expenses, Naresh is getting 
disgruntled and frustrated. He says, 

"If I am unable to meet my expenses, I 
will have to give up shouting. How 
long can I keep borrowing money? My 
disability is always held against me 
when applying for a job. Sponsors 
remain indifferent to hanciicapped 
sportspersons." 


Sheer diligence has led to success 
for Naresh. He leaves for the shouting 
range in the morning and spends nine 
hours there, six days a week. When he 
docs not have enough ammunition 
for practise he opts for trigger practice, 
concentration exercises and dry 
practice, like perfecting the position 
for holding the pistol. Naresh remarks, 
"Shooting is my life and hobby. My 
only other recreation is watching 
other sports on TV but I have no 
favourite playemr favourite sport." 

Despite the exorbitant expenses 
and frustration at not getting a job, 
Naresh still feels that shooting has 
given him a new meaning in life. He 
explains, "Success in shooting has 
given me respect, confidence and 
fame. It has given me ambitions, and 
enabled me to travel and dream." 
Earlier, he was drifting through life 
but now he is a man with a mission 
who has overcome physicai handicaps 
to achieve sporting success. • 
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...says VIVRICHARDS as he talks about his daily life, Tendulkar's batting 
and the state of international cricket 


H e was known as King Richards 
when he donned the West Indian 
maroon baggy cap in the cricket fields 
of the world. Apart from his 
international pursuits, Richards 
represented five domestic sides in 
England, Australia and the Caribbean. 
The former England captain Peter 
Roebuck and cricket columnist 
dubbed him the 'Greatest since 
Bradman'. 

Richards played in 121 Test 
matches, scoring 8540 runs at an 
average of 50.25. In 187 GDI's he 
amassed 6721 runs at an average of 
47.00 and also grabbed an impressive 
118 wickets. The 46-year-old 
Richards still lives in his birthplace of 
St. John's in Antigua. 

Here are excerpts from the 
interview held at Kuala Lumpur's 
Kilat Club. 


Has West Indies cricket reached 
its iowest ebb after enjoying years 
of success? 

We have had success for a number of 
years and when that happens, people 
expect you to always do well. Funnily 
enough that never quite happens. 
After the successful years, there was a 
period when we were in the dumps. In 
the last two years we have tried to do 
well and be at the number two spot, 
hopefully reaching number one in the 
future. 

Every thing in life has its phases and 
West Indies cricket went through a 
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slump. I would like to think that 
things are now m place for us to claim 
the number one spot once again. We 
are prepared for the development that 
can take cricket into the next 
generation. I am reasonably positive 
about that. 

There is a common belief in 
cricketing circles that the 
downside of West Indian cricket 
started since its defeat at the 
hands of India in the final of the 
1983 World Cup at Lord's. Do 
you agree with this? 


ir.lTERV/l[-:VVtD BVANiRBANi 
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I am not prepared to think that our 
defeat against India in the 1983 World 
Cup final was the start of our slump 
period. Because in the series that 
immediately followed, we beat the 
newly crowned 'world champions' by 
five matches to one. So, anyone who 
thinks otherwise is ludicrous. 

Why are the West Indies not 
producing world-class fast 
bowlers anymore, especially after 
Holding, Roberts, etc? 

It is not easy for any team to produce 
bowlers like Holding, Roberts and 
Garner simultaneously, or for that 
matter Walsh and Ambrose. 

However, as I said, things are now in 
place to produce some good bowlers. 
But, the likes of Franklyn Rose, 


Mervyn Dillon and, to some extent, 
Nixon McLean are our future. Also, we 
have some good young talents in the 
team that will tour South Africa. They 
are blessed with enormous talent. It 
depends on hbw quickly they come 
through and learn new tricks. 

What is the state of your 
relationship with Brian Lara? 

I have had a reasonably good rapport 
with Brian over the years. He has 

given me the green light to advise him 
on any aspect of his cricket. He has 
given me his phone number to call 
him anytime at home I am free to 
discuss the game at any time and 
whatever may be affecting him in any 
department of the game and also from 
the West Indies point of view. So, 
those options are certainly open. I 
have travelled with him on numerous 
flights to and from London and we 
have discussed the game at length. 

What has been your contribution 
to cricket in Antigua, apart from 
bringing the team here to 
Malaysia? 

Well, at last, I have become the 
ambassador at large for my country. It 
is something which I thoroughly 
enjoy. 1 thought that after I had 
packed up my bag and obviously gone 
into retirement, that would have been 
the appropriate time for me to sit back, 
relax and just enjoy myself. I have 
found these days that it is not the case 
anymore. Actually, now I am more in 
demand than when I played the game. 




How do you react to Sachin 
Tendulkar being compared to Sir 
Donald Bradman by none other 
than the Don himself? 

1 think it is great that Sachin has been 
doing well. Sir Donald was a 
magnificent player and someone of 
Sachin's calibre today is truly exciting 
to watch. I think that the game needs 
this and long may it last. The game will 
be ail the more richer if Sachin 
continues. 

Both Lara and Sachin are 
wonderful cricketers. Could you 
compare the two in their styles of 
playing the game? 

Never. 1 do not make comparisons. 
What 1 can say though at this moment 
is that Sachin seems to be in 
wonderful form. No one ever makes 
comparisons when people are having 
a bad time. Comparisons are only 
made when things are looking up. 

But, I would like to think, irrespective 
of Sachin's form in this tournament, 
that he is in beautiful form. Saehin is a 
magnificent player and I hope at least 
for India's sake and his sake that he 
continues. 

What are your predictions for the 
next World Cup? 

Any of the top teams can take the 
World Cup next year. Looking at the 
way the Sri Lankans have played, they 
have really done well in the past two 
or three years. We have seen that the 
Sri Lankans have beaten some world 
class sides on their ascent to the top of 
one-day cricket and are still 
continuing to do so. These arc signs 
that the game has opened up much 
more. The game has improved to such 
a degree that any of the top fou r or five 
teams could actually end up winning 
the Cup. 

Would you like to cdhunent on 
the allegations about the reported 
strife among players within the 
West Indian squad, that could 
well be the reason behind their 
poor showing. 

This is something that 1 am not truly 
fully aware of. You always find that 
when things do not work out well, 


there are rumours about this and that. 
I am not ready to jump on the 
bandwagon and be a Sherlock 
Holmes. There are going to be limes 
when things are difficult when people 
get on each other's nerves. But, I think 
it would be rather sad of me to 
comment on any specific thing of 
which I know nothing about. 

In what way has cricket changed 
since the days you played the 
game. 

No, I don't think that the way cricket 
is being played nowadays has changed 
since 1 played last. You will always find 



that the batting and bowling will 
always remain the same. It is the 
fielding and the fitness levels of the 
players that seems to have improved 
radically. All these arc the features of 
modern day cricket. 

Do you think that cricket's 
popularity in the Caribbean is 
under threat from basketball and 
football? 

No, I do not think so, simply because 
basketball and football has always 
been around and so has cable 
television channels like ESPN which 


transmitted games even as I was 
growing up. It is only that at times 
people have other interests. 

I think what the cricket fraternity in 
the Caribbean should do quickly is to 
gel the young kids back into cricket. A 
coaching package has to be 
introduced which excites them and, 
until we do that, cricket could suffer in 
popularity. I do believe that kids 
growing up today in the West Indies 
need something rather enjoyable and 
il they are happy with the people that 
are teaching them the subject, then it 
will be all the more better for West 
Indian cricket. 

How do you spend a typical day 
back home in St. John's? 

Well, Viv Richards is still a beach bum. 
1 still get to the beach as often as I can 
Five thirty in the morning I swim. I 
work out to keep myself reasonably in 
shape After that it's breakfast and 
basically a nice, casual day. I like to go 
fishing when I can. So, the options are 
reasonably open and I like it this way, 
where I am not in demand and have a 
choice to do things my way on a day to 
day basis. 

Which other sports interests you 
apart from cricket? 

I love my five-a-side soccer. Golf and 
tennis have been a big part of my life. I 
find time for that in the afternoon. 

Could you go through those 
moments from the 1983 World 
Cup final at Lord's when you 
were blazing away at the Indian 
attack, until Kapil Dev took that 
magnificent catch running 
backwards? 

1 would like to think that it must have 
been India's greatest cricketing 
moment. You must have that fully 
documented in your archives. You 
know exactly what happened that 
day, so why should I repeat it. It would 
be rather foolish of me to keep 
repeating myself, which I have done 
on numerous occasions in the past. I 
think we all know what happened 
that day. In a game of cricket, it is 
never over until the 'fat lady sings' or 
it is 'never over until it's over'. 
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DESERVING 
CHAMPS m 


MOHUN BAG AN wins the KBL 
Federation Cup in style 


BY DHIMAN SARKAR 


W HEN coaches err, it is 
almost never on the 
side of caution. Three 
decisions by East 
Bengal coach Manoranjan 
Bhattacharya, one of India's best-ever 
defenders, back-fired terribly. The 












Bagan't Satyabrata Bhawmick aad Satyaih 
Challariaa ontnict Bbaichimg Bkutia in ma 
KBL Fadaration Cup final 

result: in the final of the Kalyani Black 
Label Federation Cup, Mohun Bagan 
cruised to the national club 
championship title, leaving their arch 
rivals pondering over what may have 
been. 

In doing so, the 
green-and-maroons ended a 
three-year wait and earned the right 
to represent India in {he next season's 
Asian Cup Winners' Cup. 

With first choice goalkeeper Bibhas 
Ghosh injured, Bhattacharya ignored 
the present No.2 goalie Arpan Dey, 
throwing Kalyan Chowbey into the 
deep end of the pool instead. As it 
turned out, Chowbey, returning after 
a long sickness-induced lay-off, sank 


like a stone. His tentative and jittery 
ways made the usually reliable 
custodian the millstone around East 
Bengal’s neck. Co-ordination was at a 
premium between the India U-21 
captain and East Bengal's defence. 

Lack of regular play had also rusted 
his sense of anticipation, causing 
Chowbey—more than once—to 
leave his line, only to be stranded 
thereafter. The first time he did this, 
I.M. Vijayan said 'thank you' by 
heading home. By the 21 st minute, 
the match, therefore, was over as a 
contest for East Bengal, as they had 
taken in a freak goal earlier. 

That was in the first quarter. Amit 
Das' long-ranger cannoned off a 
defender, changed direction totally 
and bulged the netting on the far post 
leaving Chowbey, unsighted by his 


mates, looking helpless. 

Bhattacharya's pulling out Rcnnedi 
Singh early was another move that 
boomeranged. In the absence of the 
hard-working midfielder, who thrives 
on the left flank. East Bengal failed to 
use the natural width of the park. 
Rennedi's ability to win balls in 
the middle third began to be felt and 
soon, Mohun Bagan had a free run of 
things on the right. 

Bhattacharya later said Rennedi, 
who had scored the match-winner in 
the semi-final against Churchill 
Brothers in Siliguri, was carrying an 
injury. The coach knows best but the 
mobile medio certainly did not look it. 

Persisting with Raman Vijayan on 

slushy underfoot conditions—the 
turf was left churned up soon after the 
kick-off—too did not help East 
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SHODDY PLANNING... 

M.. Spoilt the smooth running of the country's apex 
tournament 


B ad grounds and shoddy 
planning overall robbed the 
third Kalyani Black Label Cup of 
the sheen usually associated with 
the country's apex knockout 
soccer showpiece. 

The liming of the tournament 
give Calcutta teams an advantage. 
While all other teams suffered 
from a lack of match practice, the 
eariy start of the Calcutta league 
helped the dty's entrants to get 
into better shape. Also, since rains 
hit the country between July and 
September, maintaining the parks 
was easier said than done. 

Save for Bangalore, turf 
conditions drew condemnation 
almost everywhere else. Mohun 
Bagan coach Amal Dutta blasted 
the washed-out Cooperage 
Stadium at Mumbai before and 
after their quarter final against 
SBT. It later transpired that 
Western India Football Association 
(WIFA) it»lf were reluctant to 
host the ties there because of the 
monsoon. 

Delhi was not a footballer's 
paradise either. But among all the 
venues chosen for this 
tournament, to give it a more 


India-wide look, Sillguri was the 
worst. 

Soaked at the seam, this gateway 
to the hills was gasping for some 
sunshine when football came to 
town. The ground was covered for 
a lengthy period but it wasn't 
enough. One day before the 
match, re-laying and rolling 
continued. 

Minutes after kick-off, the 
ground looked like a minefield. 
Things were so bad near the 
centre-circle that the ball had to be 
chipped over whenever it fell into 
that area. With players slipping 
and sliding more often than they 
were on their feet, football went 
for a toss. It was fortuitous that 
nobody got seriously injured. 

Uncertainty over the the dates of 
the final and the losing 
semi-finalists clash too put the 
championship in the news for the 
wrong reasons. 

First, the final was deferred by 
one week, after the fixtures were 
released, apparently to 
accommodate the sponsors. 
However, realising that 
Doordarshan would have 
problems slotting the match on a 


Sunday, September 13, it was 
brought forward. 

Then the West BengaliSports 
Ministry raised objections. It issued 
a fiat that no matches would be 
held at Calcutta's Salt Lake 
Stadium (both the final and the 
third-place play-off was scheduled 
there) unless gate receipts were 
donated to the Chief Minister's 
Relief Fund because of the floods in 
Nonh Bengal. 

In a bid to get around this, local 
hosts IFA, already at loggerheads 
with the state government over 
distribution of tickets, got the 
government to levy Rs. 10 on each 
ticket. The paying public paid 
double, while neither the state 
association nor the parent body 
donated a paisa—apparently 
because their constitutions forbid 
them to! 

But the mother of all absurdities 
was slotting the play-off tie after 
the final. It was probably a 
never-before occurrence, 
something that must have bad 
even Ripley struggling to believe it. 

Ohiman Sarkar 


Bengal's cause. Balance has always 
been a problem on slippery grounds 
for this lanky striker. Not only did it 
blunt his otherwise intelligent game, 
it left Bhaichung Bhutia as the team's 
only targetman. Only belatedly was 
Dipendu Biswas introduced. 

Bhaichung's national club 
championship jinx continues. He has 
played five editions of this 
competition, but four final berths later 
is still looking for his first winners' 


JliWij 


ijayan, too, a long wait ended 


on Saturday, September 12. By his 
standards, that is. This was his maiden 
Kaiyani Black Label Cup final and he 
showed that his love affair with 
India's apex knockout dub 
competition endures by being 
first-time lucky. Overall, it was the 
'Trissur Typhoon's' eighth title in as 
many title-round appearances, the 
old Federation Cup included. Not for 
nothing is it said, if Vijayan plays this 
meet's final, put your money on his 
team and you will never lose. 

Given the stranglehold Mohun 


Bagan had over the final, the margin 
of viaory could have been healthier. 
Vijayan's superb 20-yardeffon hit the 
crossbar and a goal-line save thwarted 
the peerless Chima Okerie—robbed 
of his usual mobility on the heavy turf 
but aiways a threat nonetheless— 
once. Vijayan was also denied what 
looked a genuine penalty. Mohun 
Bagan midfield's better mobility and 
the mature footbali sense of Vijayan, 
Chima, Satyajit Chatterjee and 
Man-of-the-Toumament Das, among 
others, lent more variety to their 
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A inidfiatd tangla batwoan ■ JCT playsr and 
Spoiting't Caaaitts Owino 

attacks. 

East Bengal may not have had as 
many goal-scoring opfiortunities but 
their overall thrust made the game 
absorbing. Through early 
dovm-the-flank sorties, they probed 
and stretched Mohun Bagan's 
defence but marshalled by Sammy 
Omollo, the back-four repulsed the 
early threats. And, of course, there 
was Hemanta Dora to script last-gasp 
rescue acts when required. 


A stunning Bhaichung left-footer 
early on, brought out the best from 
him. Dora's anticipation and 
confidence has never been better. This 
was clearly seen in the way he plucked 
the ball from Dipendu's feet late in the 
match. He was voted 'Best 
Goalkeeper' in the competition. 

Both finalists rode lone-goal semi 
final wins. Mohun Bagan were bailed 
out by Chima, whose 81st minute 
strike, finally snuffed out 
Mohammedan Sporting's resistance 
in the 2-1 win. And East Bengal 


huffed and puffed their way to a 1 -0 
win over Churchill Brothers on a 
Kanchenjunga Stadium turf in 
Siliguri, hammered out of shape by 
incessant rain. The sun had gone on a 
holiday and football was grounded on 
a pulp-soft park. 

With reigning champions Salgaocar 
exiting in the pre-quarter finals (all 
last year's quarter finalists were given 
a bye into the round of 16) through a 
last-minute goal by State Bank of 
'Travancore's S. Ignatius and a 
new-look Churchill Brothers making 
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Md. Sporting custodian Santi Mazumdartriaa 
to foil a Vijayan attompt Bagan adgod out tha 
othor Calcutta town in tho soniis 

controversial golden goal, off a 
penally, to beat BSF and make the 
semi-final. In their first match, Cyril 
Barreto scored four goals. He scored 
no more and still got the highest 
scorer's prize. 

Churchill could get no further. 
Despite the efforts of Ghanaian 
central defender Osumanu Husseini 
and goalkeeper Edward Ansah, East 
Bengal proved far too superior, the 
slender margin notwithstanding. 

F.C.Kochin's first KBL Cup 
appearance ended in thtf finals' first 
round. The young team—now that 
the Vijayans, Ancheris, Chapmans 
and the Dineshs have left for more 
lucrative pastures—ran into Mohun 
Bagan, after winning the South Zone 
qualifiers. They were run aground by 
Chlma's brace. 

The team, comprising mostly of 
under-19 TFA players. Is thin on 


experience but their speed and skill 
caught the eye. If nurtured well, 
defender Prabhjyot Singh, mid-fielde' 
Noel Wilson and forwards Nitil 
Pradhan and Najeeb should serve 
Indian soccer well. 

With three narrow wins, the one 
against the SBT team came minutes 
from time, Mohun Bagan struggled to 
live up to their potential. They were 
dominating all right but poor 
marksmanship scotched hopes of 
comprehensive victories. 

East Bengal, on the other hand, 
were making all the right moves in the 
run-up to the final. They beat 
qualifiers Jorba Durga 3-1 —^Dipendu 
Biswas and Basudeb Mondal making 
capital of Bhaichung's prompts and 
Raman scoring the other goal. They 
were on song in the next round, 
demolishing Vasco 5-0, Raman and 
Rennedi netting a brace and Chapman 
one. But when it came to delivering 
the Knock-out punch, they faltered. 

A word about the refereeing. Not all 


the complaints against the supervisors 
were genuine but in both the East 
Bengal-Churchill semi final and the 
final, referee Inayatullah Khan made 
several errors in judgement. He was 
often not close to the action and 
ignoicd players' off-the-ball joustings. 
Khan's lax control was in sharp 
contrast to his effort in the first Philips 
National League when he was 
adjudged the best of the lot. 

The script unfolded on expected 
lines till the final —everyone wants a 
Mohun Bagan-East Bengal clash after 
they, armed with equal dollops of cash 
from Vijay Mallya,,defeated all the top 
guns to Calcutta. No Calcutta teams, 
unlike last year, cut into each others' 
path earlier than the semi-final and 
this ensured good turnouts when the 
action, on the homestretch, shifted to 
West Bengal. Somebody had to lose in 
the end and given Mohun Bagan's 
roster, they were, it can be said, 
deserving winners. 

PHOTOGRAPHS ASHOKECHAKRABORTY 
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Meet the hockey Olympian who represented India 
during its heyday, of the Fifties 

BY PAYOSHNI MITRA 



K ESHAV DATT: it's a name 
that harks back to the 
golden era of Indian 
hockey—the Fifties and the 
Sixties. Today, he's a satisfied man. He 
is Mill remarkably fit, and, in his own 
words, 'mobile'. But it is only when he 
wishes to play tennis that he feels his 
age and is unable to do so. The reason: 
he's had had a cataraa operation 
recently. 

Despite this setback, the 
71 -year-old retired Dati leads a iairly 
active life in Calcutta. Presently, he is 
engaged in household chores like 
"shopping and things like that" 
because his wife is at present in 
England. All three of his children arc 
away from home as well. 

Datt is a patron of the Bengal 
Hockey Association and a member of 
the Saturday Club and the Calcutta 
Cricket and Football Club. He was 
once the president of both these clubs. 
He was also closely connected with 
the tea trade for several years and was 
a former chairman of the Calcutta Tea 
Traders Association. 

Born and brought up in Lahore, 

Datt graduated from the Government 
College of Lahore under Punjab 
University before the Partition in 
1947. He came from a sporting family. 
All his four brothers were active 
sportsmen. The eldest was a 
state-level basketballer. The second 
brother was a hockey player but after 
he was injured, he became a 


state-level table tennis player. The 
third brother encouraged Keshav to 
take up hockey. 

Keshav tried the game. Soon, he 
was playing for his college. He had the 
unforgettable experience, while in 
college, to be awarded 'Colours' for his 
excellent performances in hockey and 
athletics. The ecstasy was brief. 

Agony followed soon after when 
the country was partitioned. The Datt 



Kasbav Outi it a tprioMly 71 

family was uprooted. They began to 
lead a 'gypsy-like' life. Keshav Datt's 
eldest brother, who was working in 
the Customs at Karachi, was given an 
offer by his superiors, to move over to 
Bombay. His brother took the option. 
Keshav also followed him to Bombay. 
In retrospect, it seemed like a blessing 
in disguise. 

In 1948, Keshav Datt was seleaed 
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to play for Maharashtra in the 
Nationals. He impressed the selectors 
and was selected to play for India 
under the leadership of his idol, the 
legendary Dhyan Chand, in the 
Goodwill Tour to East Africa. After 
that, he was selected to play for India 
in the '48 London Olympics. 

Then came the proudest moment in 
his life: "In 1948, at the Olympics, we 
won the hockey final when we beat 
England convincingly 4-0. When we 
were awarded the gold medals and 
our national flag was hoisted, with the 
national anthem being sung in the 
back^wtl^d, our joy and pride knew 


back^wtmc 
n<^>0Wf*.." reminisces Datt. 

^gain, in the 1952 Helsinki 
Olyti^ics, where he was the 

itain of the team, India again 
gold, this time swamping The 
lands, 6-1. In the Melbourne 
Ilympics, he was gifted the rare 



Ha shows soma of tbo Irophios that ha has 
won, in badminton, hockoy and tonnis 


opportunity of leading his side. But 
the company he was working for 
refused to give him leave. Burdened 
with family responsibility, Datt could 
not resign from the company. 

"There was no professionalism in 
hockey then, "he recalled, "I had to 
earn money. So I missed the 
captaincy. If 1 have to regret anything, 
1 regret this." 

Misfortune continued to dOg Datt. 
Though he was selected for the 1960 
Rome Olympics he was compelled to 
withdraw owing to personal reasons. 

But even after he quit the game he 
maintained a close bond with hockey. 
In the 1972 Munich Olympics, where 
India won the bronze medal, Keshav 
Datt was the manager of the team. 
Ever since former hockey player Nandi 


Singh brought him to Calcutta in 
1950, Datt has contributed 
immensely to sports in Bengal. 

Not only did he represent Bengal in 
hockey for many years in the 
Inter-State Championships but had 
also played a lot for Mohun Bagan. 

Datt even excelled in other sports. 

In the early Fifties, he won the triple 
crown in the Bengal Badminton 
Championships. He even defeated the 
greatest name in Bengal badminton 
—^Manoj Guha. Datt has also played 
club tennis and golf but his association 
with badminton was more intense. "I 
still remember how glad I was when I 
won my first cup in badminton at the 
age of 13." 

In faa, George Lewis, once 
regarded as the father of Indian 
badminton, wanted him to take up 
the shuttle game seriously. Prakash 
Nath also tried to influence him in 






pursuing a career in badminton. But 
he decided to concentrate on hockey. 

And the game has brought him 
recognition but sadly, no money. But 
that did not matter. As he confided, 
"We played the game and took India 
to the helm of world hockey because 
we loved the game and the country. 
Even though we had Hindus, 
Muslims, Sikhs and Christians in our 
team, we were one, large happy 
family." 

However, Datt feels that the 
consistency of the national squad has 
been disrupted today, dud to the lack 
of dedication among the players and 
more importantly, due to the 
inadequate attention paid by the top 
management. Even though more 
money has poured into the game, 
popularity-wise, the game is on the 
wane. 

"Today incentives arc given to 


Datt aits in hit drawingroom, apanding hit 
laiauro time watching W. (lnaot);Ha can 
atili baianco tha ball for quHo a while 

players and this is good,"he says."But 
incentives should have some 
accountability. In the good old days. 


people used to throng the 
grounds but today the galleries 
remain empty even when free entry is 
announced," Datt says, with a sad 
shake of his head. 

But this patriot, who even donated 
the Olympic gold medals that he won 
to the Indian Government (Defence 
Fund), during the I960 Chinese 
aggression, is annoyed to see the 
gradual decline of values all around. 

"Years back if one slipped on the 
road, ten pairs of hands used to come 
to one's rescue," he says, "but today if 
one slips on the road, a car would 
probably crush him. In today's world, 
a good word docs not cost anything; a 
little hand that would stop somebody 
from getting crushed does not cost 
anything" 

These arc sad words indeed coming 
from a former Olympian who 
belonged to the 'good old days'. 
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ANALYSIS 


AlmostuBut Not 

LEANDER PAES and MAHESH BHUPATHI have reached the semi finals four 
What goes wrong? 


L EANDER PAES and Mahesh 
Bhupathi have featured in 
four of the last five Grand 
Slam semi finals. That's a 
pretty enviable record. No other team, 
save the Number Oneduoof Jacco 
Eltingh and Paul Haarhuis. has 
matched the Indians' Grand Slam 
consistency level over the past 12 
months. But is this the goal our 
tennis duo is striving for? Isn't it time 
Lee and Hesh struck gold at these 
majors? 

On all four occasions, they looked 
strong and capable enough to win the 
championship and yet, stumbled in 
the penultimate round. That itself is a 
scary fact. 

Indian sport has a depressing 
tradition of throwing up gallant losers. 
An Anand, a Padukone, a Gavaskar or 
a Kapil has surfaced from time to time, 
but more often than not, it's the Vijay 
Amritrajs who have dominated 
headlines. Not for winning 
Wimbledon, but forgoing down after 
a heroic battle with Borg or Connors 
in the quarter finals. 

Neither Leander nor Mahesh is in 
the Amritraj league, but when the two 
join forces, they can be world-beaters. 
A year and a half after their maiden 
ATP Tour title win, Lee and Hesh have 
established themselves as the world's 
third-best team and are considered to 
be on the threshold of a Grand Slam 
breakthrough. But, having seen them 
let four opportunities slip through 
•, their fingers, even their most 
' Vipiimistic backers have started tasting 
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a wary eye on these potential 
champions."Will Lee and Hesh, too, 
be victims of the typically Indian 
'gallant loser' syndrome?"they ask. 

"When you lose four Grand Slam 
semi finals, people will talk of a jinx, 
but it's not bothering us too much," 
says Leander, "We know we are 
capable of winning a Slam...it's just a 
matter of time." 

He does acknowledge that they lost 
a huge opportunity at last month's US 
Open. Drawn to clash with the 
Woodies in the semi finals, the 
Indians progressed smoothly even as 
other seeded pairs crashed out 
prematurely. The second-seeded 
Woodies lost In Round 3, fifth seeds 
Rick Leach and Ellis Ferreira exited in 
the first round itself, third seeds Jonas 
Bjttrkman and Patrick Rafter lost in 
the quarter finals. And with the 
red-hot Dutch duo out of contention 
as Eltingh had to leave New York to 
attend to his wife delivering their first 
child, the Indians were the highest 
surviving seeds at the last-four stage. 

Up against 15th seeds Sandon Stolle 
and Cyril Suk, Lee and Hesh made a 
nervous start in tough, windy 
conditions, to drop the first set tamely. 
They seemed to have recovered 
sufficiently to turn the match around, 
but when it came to the crunch, both 
partners were found wanting. They 
had three set points as Suk slipped to 
5-6,0-40. Rarely under such 
circumstances have the Indians failed 
in taking advantage. Not this time, 
though. 


"We should have wrapped up the 
second set. Then, who knows what 
would have happened in the decider,' 
observed Leander. In reality, the 
Aussie-C/ech combine of Stolle and 
Suk went on to capture their first 
Grand Slam after saving two 
match-points in the final against Marl 
Knowles and Daniel Nestor. 

In the big league, it's all about 
grabbing the opportunities that come 
your way. Lee and Hesh haven't done 
that so far in the majors, although 
they have excelled in other Tour 
meets. They have added four titles thi; 
year to the six they lifted in 1997 and, 
as Leander points out, they are 
maintaining an 80 per cent win-loss 
record (36-9 for '98 till the US Open). 

They have a fabulous record in 
finals as well, losing just once (last 
year's World Doubles Championship 
in Hartford) in 11 title-round matches 
they have figured in. "You see, all 
we've got to do is make a Grand Slam 
final...then we won't lose," Leander 
quipped, half-jokingly. On a more 
serious vein, the senior partner 
remarked that statistics reveal 
nothing much is wrong in the way 
they arc playing. "We don't want to 
put ourselves under (iresstire by 
wondering why we haven't won a 
Slam yet. As longas we are doing our 
homework, we are on the right track." 

Interestingly, three of their four 
Grand Slam semi final losses have 
come against teams which went on to 
capture the crown—Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov & Daniel Vacek at last 




Quite There 

mes in the last five Grand Slams. Somehow they can't cross the last hurdle. 



AFP 



Hidw Pan and Mahaah Bbupathl at this year’s U.S Open. Though thay hava a fantastic 
record in doublos, a Slam titio has somahow alodod tham 


year's US Open, Eltmgh fr Bjorkman 
at the Australian and Suk-Stplie last 
month. Some consolation that they 
are losing to the best team in a 
particular championship. But then, 
how can that be acceptable to two 
men rated very highly even by the 
best In the business'’ Listen to what 
Todd Woodbridge, younger half of the 
legendary Woodies, has to say about 
Lee andHesh. 

"Lee and Hesh have certainly got 
the talent to win the big ones. They 
just have to keep knocking...if they 
miss one or two chances, they 
shouldn't be bothered, just have to 
keep believing in themselves and keep 
on trying," Woodbridge said a few 
months ago. As the co-owner of nine 
Gfand Slam titles, Woodbridge should 
know. He and Woodforde, too, went 
through four failed attempts before 
hitting bull's eye 

Well, time is certainly on 
Lee-Hesh's side. One is 25, the other 
24. They have come out trumps on the 
big stage in the past—^Leander's 
Olympic bronze and Mahesh's French 
Open mixed doubles are testimony to 
their temperament and will-power. 
There is no reason why they can't 
strike it rich in tandem, specially 
when both are so good in doubles. 

The only hint of apprehension 
stems from the fact that there is Indian 
blood in their veins... 
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W HERE Patrick Rafter 
says he's "never had 
very much luck at all" with 
women: America. * 


P I .Wl l\ iluii liv r-iiiiu' 
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W HAT former world No. 1 
Jim C 9 urier says infects 
the men's tour: A steroid 
problem. 

W HAT Martina Hingis 
hates about her 
boyfriend, Julian Alonso: His 
newly acquired platinum hair. 

W HAT 20-year-old rising 
star Tommy Haas 
regularly watches for 
inspiration: A video of Boris 
Becker winning Wimbledon 
in 1985. 

R ecord of the older sister 
versus the young sister 
when sisters have played each 
other on the WTA Tour since 
1975:20-3 in favour of the 
older sister. 

P ERCENT of tennis that 
all-time great Chris Evert 
says is mental: 60. 

T he only player that Nick 
Bollettieri says he could 
compare Anna Koumikova to 
because of her brilliance at the 
net: John McEnroe. 




Beausay, former president of 
the Academy of Sports 
Psychology International: 
“Loners. Top performers are 
always well supported." 


P 1..AY1;R wiios',- 
iipjx’ar'. on Sct t i!.! 
W 1 11 ia In s' vva I!; t' ro n .1 
Williams. 



W HAT all-time great and 
women's sports 
pioneer Billie Jean King says 
was the hardest thing in her 
life: "Dealing with my 
sexuality." 

A mount New York City is 
fined, under a 1993 • 
agreement, each time a plane 
flies over and disrupts a match 
during the U.S.Open: $5,000. 

M artina 

NAVRATILOVA'S 


N umber of accredited 
journalists covering the 
U.S.Open in 1971:71. 

N umber of accredited 
journalists covering the 
U.S.Open in 1996:994. 

P RICE of the 
least-expensive 
upper-level ticket at the 
Arthur Ashe Stadium for the 
last three days of the 1997 
U.S.Open: $ 66 . 

W HERE 'Home* The 
Evonne Goolagong 
Story/Goolagong's 1993 
autobiography, ranked on 
Australia's bestseller list: No. 1. 

W HAT Pete Sampras, says 
would be his first if 


he were CEO of the ATP Tour: 
He'd shorten the pro circuit to 
9 or 10 months. 

M ESSAGE that Richard 
Williams scribbled on 
a typewriter paper and held 
up during his daughter 
Venus' victory over Martina 
Hingis at the Lipton: "I love 
my mother-in-law in 
Saginaw, Mich." 

tT^HE only modem player 
X who 1938 Grand Slammer 
Don Budge says ever asked 
him to critique his game: John 
McEnroe. 


W HO the poorest 

performers in any sport 
are, according to William 


record in Grand Slam doubles 
finals: 31-5. 

UMBER of the Top 6 
most marketable female 
athletes who are tennis 
players, according to a study 
done by 'The Sports Business 
Daily': (No. 3 Venus Williams, 
No. 5 Anna Kournikova and 
N 0.6 Martina Hingis). 

W HAT Patrick Rafter says 
he dreams about; 
"Fighting...hand-to-hand 
combat." 

UMBER of tennis 
coaches who should be in 
jail for sexual abuse of girls on 
the pro circuit, according to a 
recently retired female player; 
"Probably five." 

Compiled by Paul Pein 
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SAVED FROM THE 
BRINK OF DEATH 

0 

A last-minute cancellation helped Swiss tennis player MARC ROSSET to 
miss the ill-fated Swissair Flight 111 bound for Geneva, He states his 
feelings about the matter 


A5>HOKE CHAKRaSORTY 



SO 


I was thinking to stay a couple 
more days to practise at the Open. 
But it was tough to have any 
practice here when you are out 
of the tournament. So my coach and I 
thought about leaving immediately. 
But I said, no, let's stay for one more 
night. We'll fly out tomorrow. I came 
back to my room at night, switched on 
the TV and I saw that the airplane had 
crashed. I had a strange feeling 
—^when you know that just because 
you changed your mind, you are still 
alive. 

I called my parents because they 
would have wondered if I was on the 
plane or not, just to tell them that I 
was still in New York. I have a couple 
of friends who called me to find out if I 
was still in New York or not. 

I feel really sad for the people who 
were on the plane I have been 
watching CNN all night long, and they 
showed the airport in Geneva with ail 
the families waiting, all the friends, 
and I felt sad for them. 

I feel very lucky that I didn't take 
this flight. Right now it is strange. I 
think I am also a little bit afraid, 
because I realise 1 was pretty close to 
death. 

I hope that it is going to help me to 
be relaxed, as my career comes to an 
end, and I am learning not to take the 
thing too seriously. When you are 
pretty close, then you realise that life 
is really very temporary. I am going 
to enjoy my life, enjoy each and 
every single day that I am alive. 






BLIND 

SUPPORT 



Enthusiastic fans show their sonport for thoir teams daring a rugby match at the Keiena Jaya stadium during 
the ConunonwesM Games hole at Kuala Lumpur 
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FOCUS 


MARGINAL 

IMPROVEMENT 


the end, they came a cropper in both 
versions. 

Even in athletics, the lack of 
appearance money was responsible 
for stars like Colin Jackson and 
Jonathan Edwards of Britain, 
Donovan Bailey of Canada, Cathy 
Freeman of Australia and Meriene 
Ottey missing the Games. 

9 

However, none of the star 


India performed just 
about okay in the 1998 
Commonwealth Games 

BY RUpInDER SINGH,~k'uALA 
LUMPUR 


R EV.ASTLEY COOPER, the 
man who conceived the 
idea of using s])ort as a 
unifier of the 

Commonwealth must surely be given 
as much credit as Baron Perre de 
Coubertin. Rev Cooper would have 
been delighted to see a field ol 70 
countries from Cook Islands to 
Nauree, Namibia to Sierra Leone 
being a part of the movement. 

For long, the Games were confined 
to England. But, after 36 years, it 
moved to the Caribbeans, in Kingston 
(Jamaica). 68 years after their 
inception, the Games reached Asia for 
the first time and one hopes Africa 
would not be far behind. 

As the Games approach a more 
professional era, there is one problem 
it will increasingly have to face—the 
lack of presence of big stars in an 
amateur Games. 1998, Malaysia was 
no exception. The Games Federation 
had hoped to add some new flavour 
by introducing two popular games 
—cricket and field hockey. 

Cricket failed to attract a team from 
England and the Indian Board of 
cricket tried to achieve a balance by 
sending two teams—one to the 
Games and one to th<.SEltlira Cup. In 

Jasp^ Nana (r) and his partner Ashok Mehta 
looluMif thair weapons after winning the gold 
meMB^jtbe men’s pair centre fire pistol event 

4 - 















FOCUS 


from ihc men and the women In ihe 
team's competilion the men upstaged 
the women, claiming a silver to the 
women’s bron/e 

I9-year-oid Allahabad boy Abhm 
Shyam Gupta was India's unlikely 
hero as he guided hts team to a 
remarkable 3-2 victory over England 
in the penultimate round robin match 
which paved the way for the silver 
medal Down 1-9 in the third game of 
the deciding match against Peter 
Knowles Gupta showed his cool in 
pulling off a memorable victory at 
15-5, 13-15, 15-13 
In the individual events, Aparna 
Popat stole the honours while P Gopi 
Chand was beaten in the semi-final by 
the Malaysian Wong Choong Hann 
15-1, 15-11, Aparna, on the other 
hand, went all the way to the final 
In the final, Aparna had her chances 
against Kelly Morgan but finally, she 
had to be content with the silver 
medal, losing out 10-13, 5-11 to the 
lop seed from Wales Four medals in 
all, two of them from the women's 
side "I am more than satisfied" was 
how Prakash Padukone put it 


SHOOTING 


S HOOTING IS a discipline in which 
India has traditionally done well at 


Roopa Umiknifmin takn aim la tha woman’s 
sport rtflo ovam whom sho won tha gold medal 


the Commonwealth Games Kuala 
Lumpur was no different The exciting 
part of the results however was the 
fact that the medals were won by 
some new faces 

Young Manajit Singh partnered the 
veteran maestro Mansher Singh in the 
pairs event of the trap team 
competition In a somewhat 
unexpected feat, the trap shooters 
came up with a fabulous score of 192 
out of a possible 200, to clinch the 
gold This should definitely make up 
for the disappointment that the 
reigning champion Mansher had to 
face in the individual event 

Roopa Unnikrishnan had in the 
past, promised much but had failed to 
deliver Since shifting to London on a 
Rhodes scholarship in 1995, Roopa 
has improved by leaps and bounds in a 
sport in which she finds time to 
practise despite her busy educational 
schedule Her new-found confidence 
was evident when she shot a final 
round of 98/100, to overcome a 3 
point deficit over Australian C 
Quigley to win on a countback, both 
having scored 590 in the sport rifle 



A BIG DISAPPOINTMENT 
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India failed to shine in t 


gathering of some ohfae 
hlggcitt names ineridcet, t , 
tfvemtialiy tumed out to be 
tow^ey. tt^weiaHy for the Indian 
' side, hi the Inauguraf i^ket 
competitiontrfihe 
CoirnnonweaHh Games. 
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tea«[t section left a bad 
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India’s disappointing showing In 

_^ Kuala Lumpur, despite the 

nai^‘<pri^lo^playilp*" < ‘ presence of Sachin 
vdthoitt maifch logs? ftes m The Tendulkar, the iBCCi has tried to 

scorehinjiheflt, Afsohvlng in a play down the whole issue by 

Games VftiageVidthodtTOom ' ' diverting two players from KUria 
servieei teiej^pes W>d • JLumpur^toToronto In the hope of 

lUxuii^aa|tiit^ft|£etoa3^rtd ' ^saving some grace there 
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That the Indian ^tsmen had 
trouble adjusting to the Kuala 
Lumpur wickets was not 
surprising. They arrived in the 
Malaysian capital only 24 hours 
befbre their first game. 

Sachin Tencitilkar came to 
Malaysia with a reputation to 
match the legendary Sir ponald 
\ ‘jBradmah ip pn ti^^ 

cricket flehL The handfui oL ' 
tndtansand Sachin sujpporters in' 
.Kuala‘Lui(hpuf.VveJitWfnet(Hally 
: di^usted ^theblaster' 
matiagedhnlv »handltif'<if ■.. 
unimpressjve'ruiwirt,^ 

/ Innings;:. A'-'x- 
j JTndla^rmlybCi^pfb^^ 

'i 'Oeba-sish Muharityviivhrie^'id dp 


with nine Wickets In the tferee';,' ' : 

matches. AmayKhdrirt*),.'. 

. impiessedtMth aknbckWsiv^^^ 
Cah’ada hut was injit^ in'the last. - 
group match ajtainst Ai^tralia* 
InTndia'icruciarWatne against 
' /thelOrntidaMeAust^ltans. Sachin . 

. was«)q^«d to evdriiualiy deliver 
the at least, by the law 

..-■■o-V . 
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to ascaptj^ridlail^ sent ^ ^ 
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put'pidd to ^skipfH^irs 
'expertljn#nUitton. 

'■ . Yeitt^tiiln, the-■■:.>•••■ • 
OHnniercialisatidh facute.ihat 
sumtdnds India's biggest cridket . ir 
. Mat w« wocfutty dfsjplaVed In hb. 
Adidas outfit;jt.^«i the other' »'.>• 
phiyeiisdorinMfiheofficiat ' vi- vj 
Commonwealth Gfameslndlth 
^teafenoittfh, SpOnsored^^^^, ' 

ktiala Lumpur abmtnhi^^^^. '• 

(A^ngtrk^thJdBdb^-; / 
Simpson was lepp^^haW^. 
utight in theh^j^t^kylRg 
pm<Wi>rjd .Ct^tail^Ui Chennai 
thaipmcdd^tliiirtSttmes . 
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A|Mnia Popat smilN aftar winning lha tUvar 
nwdai in badminton. Ska loot to mioa' Koiiy 
Moigm 

prone event. 

Jaspal Rana. however, did the 
expected. He dominated the team and 
the individual event in centre fire 
pistol, to claim his regular two golds. 
His third medal, a silver in a shoot-off 
from the ail pistolcvent was an 
56 


excellent performance for someone 
who has recently taken to the event. 
Thus. Jaspal tallied a total of two golds 
and two silvers at the Games. 


I WEIGHTLIFTING _I 


W EIGHTUFTING is a sport in 
which the Indian men have 
done weU in the lighter weights at the 


Commonwealth Games. This time, it 
was no different. The Indian lifters 
came up with three golds, to add to the 
four won in shooting. India all but 
swept all the threfgolds in the 56 kg 
category when A.Pandian won 
the overall title and Dharamraj Wllsor 
claimed the gold in the clean and jerk 
event, only to lose out in the snatch. 

The third gold came in the snatch 
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Pultlla Gopteband of India stretciiaa for a 
ratura during tbo quartor Gnafmatch againat 
John Laong of Wains. Ha won tba match but 
lost in tbo sami finals 

when Satish Kumar Rai, the 
27-year-old bank officer from 
Bangalore lifted 147.5 kg for a 
personal best and won a gold medal. 

Jitender Kumar provided the silver 
lining in boxing as he battled his way to 
the only boxing medal for India —a 




fine performance indeed. 

The Commonwealth Games 
provided memories of outstanding 
performances. One remembers Ato 
Boldon's fabulous 100m victory. 
Thorpe success in swimming where 
the Aussies came up with the lone 
world record in the relay, Nauru's 
Marcus Stephen's three golds in 
weightlifting, the outstanding 


Aramugam KPaadlan shows bis two gold 
modals during tbo awards caramony. Ha v 
tharn in tbo 56-kgs catagory waigbtiming ( 


lawon 

ngavant 


Kenyan runners in the middle and 
long distance events and, of course, 
the success of the 50 km walker 6f the 
host country, Sarvanan, which made 
up for one more memorable edition of 
the "Friendly Commonwealth 
Games." • 


I N T ii R V ! } i VV 


I 


“THE FUTURE OF 
INDIAN BADMINTON IS 



Says PUNCH GUN ALAN, 
the Vice President of 
the International 
Badminton Federation 


D atuk punch gunalan. 

secretary-general of the 
Asian Badminton 
Confederation, and 
vice-president of the International 
Badminton Federation, visited 
Chennai during the Asian Satellite 
tournament and addressed the 
Badminton Association of India's 
executive committee meeting at 
Bangalore during the Indian Grand 
Prix tournament. 

The former Malaysian ace, who 
excelled in the Seventies, has his roots 
in India. His father Panchacharan 
hailed from Sevarakottai in Ramnad 
district of Tamil Nadu. 

Born in Selangor, Malaysia, 

Gunalan was the Malaysian national 
champion for five years. He was an 
attacking player and got his nickname 
'Punch', after a scribe, by the name of 
Normal Siebel of Strait Times, Kuala 
Lumpur, headlined his win against 
the live-time national champion Tan 
Aik Huang in 1968 as "Aik Huang 
punched out". While the word Punch 
remained with Gunalan's name from 
then on, sadly. Normal had died the 
same night and could not even see in 
print what he wrote the next day. 

Gunafen also won the 1970 Asian 
Games s1| gles and doubles titles at 
Bangkoll the 1970 Edinburgh 
Comm^in^alth Games doubles title; 
the ISlI^jphristchurch 
Commoirivealth Games singles and 
dtn bles 4dfwns. He won the 
Ht . 


All-England men's doubles in 1971 
and finished runner-up in the 1974 
men's singles. After quitting the game 
he became the national chief coach in 
Malaysia for many years until 1994. 
Then he moved into the game's 
administration at the Asian level and 
now also holds an office-bearer's post 
of the International Federation. 

Here are excerpts from the 
interview; 


On the merger of two factions 
that existed in Indian badminton 
in the recent past. 

I'm very glad that Indian badminton is 
united now. I think they've realised 
the fact that 'if united you really 
succeed, divided you fall'. The best of 
both worlds have joined together. I 
can definitely see a bright future for 
Indian badminton. 


On your vital role in the 
unification. 

As an IBF vice-president and ABC 
secretary-general, I was in a position 


to solve the problem. The situation 
was not to upset anybody. Being an 
Indian myself by race I tried to play my 
pan. 1 think the credit actually should 
not be given to me alone, but also to 
Mr Verma and Mr Prakash. The 
problem was solved because they 
thought of Indian badminton rather 
than themselves. This is a very 
important point to note because if 
they didn't think of Indian badminton 
and thought of themselves, then the 
reconciliation would never have 
taken place. 


Your impression of Indian 
badminton. 

It has gone through a cycle. In most 
countries, this happens. The Indian 
cycle went down after Prakash 
Padukone left the scene and now the 
cycle is on the way upwards. The 
important thing now is you must cycle 
fast to make it go right to the top. This 
depends on the officials. Of course, it 
also depends on the support and 
co-operation from ABC. We will 
support them. 

You cannot live like a frog in a well. 
You have to come to terms with 
reality. Because to get sponsorship 
and to get recognition in any 
country, you have to be 
internationally recognised. Cricket is 
doing very well in India basically 
because it's a world class sport. 

To try and get the Indian wheel 
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move faster, what we (ABC) have 
done is to make Verma a member in 
the Asian executive committee. He is 
now responsible for the whole of 
south Asia and is playing a positive 
role in the development of the game 
in the region. 


IBF Council member. So that he 
knows what international badminton 
is all about, how things are worked 
out. Because if you are not knowing 
what's happening outside, you might 
be going in a different direction. You 
should be chasing the guy who is in 
front of you, not running away from 
him. 


On ABC development 
programmes. 

Prakash is now IBF's area manager for 
Asia lor development purposes. In 
terms of development, there are 
various works that ABC is doing. For 
example, we tram referees, coun 
officials and coaches. We definitely 
need more information about India, 
what their requirements are and 
things like that. 


On more International 
tournaments for India. 

That's very,very important. You see, 
the international tournaments must 
be taken in the right concept. These 
are ribt just held to publicise them in 
the media They must be part and 
parcel of your development 
programme. Because, it not only 
gives exposure for people to see top 
class badminton but even the host 
players will get an opportunity to play 
all the top foreign players. Of course, 
India is getting tournaments. They 
have already got the Asian Satellite 
tournament. The Indian Open was 
cancelled because of financial 
difficulties, which we understand. 


On India's infrastructure to host 
international tournaments. 

Yes. Chennai has got a nice modern 
stadium where all the facilities are 
available. The cost of organising is 
cheap compared to many countries. 

You have competent officials and you 
.have wonderful hospitality. Indian 
hospitality is well-known all over the 
world. 

The Karnataka Badminton 
Association stadium in Bangalore is a 
unique one, I must admit. Besides 
catering to training and competition, 
you have all the in-built facilites there. 
It can be used for tournaments, both 
local and international, and also for 
training purposes. We're hoping to 
have the 10-day Asian Youth Training 
Centre sometime at the end of this 
year in Bangalore. 


Similarly, we've made Prakash an 


Aishwarya Lakshmi, Bangalore 
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ANALYSIS 


BYCHINMOY ROY 


I N October, the world, for the first 
time, will witness all the ICC 
members locked in a battle at a 
neutral venue like Bangladesh. It 
seems that a glasnost-like wave is 
blowing inside the ICC headquarters 
ever since Jagmohan Dalmiya took 
over the reins. Mr Dalmiya has 
unambigutrusly stated that the 
globalisation of cricket is at the top of 
the ICC agenda. It is quite refreshing 
that the ICC has, at last, come out of an 
age-old slumber. 

Their present aim is to put the game 
on a firm footing in some 60 countries. 
The ICC's cricket development 
committee has drawn up an ambitious 
development programme. $ 15 
million a year is the requirement to 
finance the scheme. 

The idea of the Mini-World Cup 
was conceived with the intention of 
building up the fund. The ICC felt that 
the television rights of the 
tournament would be their financial 
trump card. Much to their delight, 
Doordarshan bought the TV rights for 
a whopping sum. 'Operation 
Globalisation' has got off to a flying 
start. 


When the desert in the Emirates 
was transformed into an oasis at 
Sharjah in 1982, it signalled the 
unofficial beginning of globalisation. 
The success ol international cricket in 
Sharjah inspired the administrators to 
explore the idea of spreading the game 
in different countries. 

After a long gap, Toronto in Canada 
became the next official venue, in 
1996. In terms ol both the quality of 
cricket and rousing public interest, the 
Sahara Cup at the picturesque 
Cricket, Skating and Curling Club 
ground was a resounding success. 
Then, the Independence Cup was held 
at Dhaka in 1998. The ICC was so 
impressed with Bangladesh's 
improving standards that they 
awarded the high profile Mini-World 
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Cup to them. 

A continent-wise study will further 
reveal that the game is spreading, 
slowly but steadily. 

Asia leads the way in spreading the 
game. Bangladesh has already earned 
one day international status. The 
'Super Eight', a brainchild of Greg 
Chappell brought Kuala Lumpur into 
focus in 1996. In the following year, 
the city hosted the '97 edition ol the 
ICC trophy. That there is 
d evelopment over there is clear by the 
fact that they have gone from astro 
turf to natural turf within a year. 

Cricket fans may not have forgotten 
the Padang in Singapore where 
serious cricket in the form of a 
one-day international tournament ^ 
was played there in 1996. Also 



GOING 
GLOB 
WITH 
A VENGEANCE 


The International Cricket Council's dream of spreading the game 
worldwide is steadily being achieved 
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developing last is the Kowloon cricket 
club ground in Hong Kong. The 
scene is as encouraging in Europe. 
Scotland has qualilied for the 1999 
World Cup. Ireland reached the 
semi-final of the ICC trophy. We all 
know that Holland made it to the 
World Cup proper in 1996. To provide 
them more exposure, the English 
Cricket Board (the TCCB) has invited 
Holland to take part in the English 
domestic one-day competition from 
this year. 

The Test playing nations are surely 
playing their part in the development 
programme. Recently, India A' 
toured Holland and Denmark 
—countries more lamous for their 
soccer. None has ever heard of an 
Indian 'A' side touring these countries 




Tin HoliBnd taam pating far ilw camera befere 
Iha atart af the'96 Werid Cup 


before, 

Prospeas are pretty bright in Africa 
too. The re-admtssion of South Africa 
has given the game a real boost In that 
region. Zimbabwe earned Test status 
in 1992. And now there is Kenya, the 


THE SPREADING GAME 

THE CONTINENT-WISE BREAK-UP OF 
COUNTRIES PLAYING CRICKET 


TEST CRICKET & ICC TROPHY 
Alia EyiSfifi Afidia North America 

1. India 1. England 1. South Africa 1. West Indies 

2. Pakistan 2. Scotland 2. Zbnbabwe 2. Canada 

3. Sri Lanka 3. Ireland (Northern 3. Kenya 3. U.S.A 

& Republic of 
Ireland) 

4 . Bangladesh 4 . Denmark 4 . Namibia 

5. U.A.E. 5. Israel 5. East & Central 

Africa (Malawi, 

Tanzania, 

Uganda, Zambia) 

6. Malaysia 6. Hdiand 

7. Singapore 7. Italy 

3. Hong Kong 

South AmwiM CwitnlAnmlM AwtBlIm.ContlnwitA 

idlQiDlnt.«WM 

1. Argentina 1. Bermuda 1. Australia 

1 Gibraltar 2. Papua New Guinea 2. New Zealand 

3. Fiji 

HOW PARTICIPANTS ARE INCREASING IN THE ICC TROPHY 


Year 

HMt Nation 

Number of TMuns 

Typo of Pitch 

1979 

England 

15 

Natural Tuif 

1982 

England 

16 

Natural Turf 

1986 

England 

16 

Natural Turf 

1990 

Holland 

17 

Coconut Mat 

1994 

Kenya 

20 

Natural Turf 

1997 

Malaysia 

22 

Astro Turf 


CompHad by Chinmoy Roy 


country where the amateur structure 
is fast changing since their elevation to 
official one-day status. Had the 
Caribbean islands played cricket 
separately, as they did in the 
Commonwealth Games, the North 
American region would have been the 
most represented region. Toronto's 
success as a venue had been a real 
spurt for the game in Canada. Now, if 
only a 'Mission Disneyland' is started 
by the ICC, there is a good chance for 
the game to prosper in the United 
States. Cricket, after all, is a lot like 
baseball. 

Central and South America are the 
two most untapped regions for 
cricket. Bermuda, Papua and New 


Guinea are the representatives from 
Central America in the ICC Trophy 
while Argentina and tiny Gibralter 
keep the South American flag flying in 
the same tournament. Cricket, no 
doubt is in its infancy in all these 
countries. However, the silver lining 
lies in the growing number of 
participants. (See table for 
confirmation.) 

If you add the 22 ICC contestants 
with the 9 Test-playing nations, you 
have a respectable number of 31 
countries playing competitive cricket. 
The day is not (ar when the ICC 
development committee's dream of 
putting the game on a firm footing in 
at least 60 countries will come true. 
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WINDOW 9 WORLD 

Interesting happenings in the international sports arena 




CtoekwteafrofflMt 
AjvbilMMHMMrim 
team wM 6nu HutMr 
(front) caitbnte' intholt 
teat •dor wbmfrit ft* 
gold modal iiidMiiMn'a . 
C'4 eanoo lOOQmfiBal »nd 
(Intat) Ital/t Joaafa lda« 
raisaaliarlMndatior 
wiaaiin the womaa'a K-f 
tOOOm nnal of tho Canoo 
World Gban^oosliips at 
Laka Matyor, Hungary • 
ThaiPromlorCliuan 
UdqMi rwit holding an 
'Olyinpie CoowH of Mia' 
flag wbilo loading a 
paradaloiauiiolitiM 
Mian fiamoa flag inlay in 
Baa^TholSIhAaiad 
wiii itogin from Docombar 
3 * Gamian 8ynn fliniovor 
iuhiiatoo aftar winning tha 
uropaan GoH Mattora in 
SwHzoriand * Moroeco'a 
HiebamEIGuorroHiia 
congratiriatodbylin 
coach aliar bo won tha 
tGOthn oompotitionifltho 
Goldon Loagoa Grand 
Prix final in Moacow, 
with a tinting «d 3:32.03 
fflinutoa 
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Sang-Sun Choi (rad) in a 
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third place in tbt 83 kg 
eMaforyattliaWnfM 
Glra«a>Ronian Wraading 
Cbanpianaliip in 
Sweden. The Korean won 
tin tight 
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S OMETIME ago, 'The Telegraph’ 
newspaper in Calcutta carried a 
report of how much 
endorsements some cricketers are 
earning nowadays; 

a) Sachin Tendulkar; Rs.75-80 lakh 
from Pepsi. 

b) Saurav Ganguly: Rs.70 lakh from 
Coke. 

t) Anil Rumble: Rs.30lakh from 
Coke. 

d) Rahul Dravid: Rs.25-30 lakh 
from Pepsi. 

Corporate sponsors pay such huge 
sums to these cricketers because they 
rightly feel that, if these megastars 
advertise their products, it will have a 
quick recall effect with the vast 
TV-viewing public. 

Fame, for these players, arrives 
through the media. Journalists write 
about them; TV channels broadcast 
interviews. You can also see them 
playing on TV. 

Yet the relationship between the 
media and the cricketers is a complex 
one. 

When a cricketer embarks on a 
career, desperately keen to make an 
impression, he craves to be written 
about in the newspapers and the 
magazines. He goes out of his way, to 
be friendly and polite and when a hack 
asks for an interview, he readily agrees. 

If the player does well, his fame 
increases. More and more pressmen 
write about him. TV docs profiles of 
him. Magazines do extensive feature 
articles on him. He is still quite 
accessible. In a matter of time, 
companies are at his door, offering 
sponsorships. 

But the attitude of the cricketer 
soon begins to change towards the 
media. He becomes haughty. When 
he IS asked for an interview, he says 
that he has a team meeting to attend. 
Otherwise, there is always a 'DND' 
sign hanging on his hotel doorknob. 

The bigger he becomes, the more 
aloof he becomes from the media that 
made him so well-known in the first 
place (and has enabled him to earn so 
many lakhs of rupees m 
endorsements.) It is a clear case of 
being ungrateful. Of conveniently 
forgetting how they became famous 
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m the first place. 

The cricketers, in their defence, say 
that there are far too many people 
asking for interviews. "We need to 
have some privacy," they moan. 

Really! Okay, let's give you an 
example. A couple of seasons ago, a 
rather well-known cricketer found 
himself out of the Indian team, for 
non-cricketing reasons. His career 
was on the knife-edge, heading 
towards oblivion. 

His earlier aloof attitude towards 
the media changed overnight. He 
greeted journalists on the dance floor 
at five-star discotheques, a big smile 
on his face and asked them, “Arre 
bhai, how come you guys are not 
writing about me. Come, have a 
drink!" 



Such courtesy, such friendliness. 
The usual line of "I need my privacy" 
was conveniently forgotten. 

The writers did a puff piece. The 
cricketer slowly began to rebuild his 
reputation. Now he is in the thick of 
things. But as one of the reporters 
said, with a cynical shake of his head, 
"He is back to being standoffish once 
again. When I asked him for an 
interview, he said that he had an 
important dinner appointment to go 
to. Which was basically bullshit." 

It can rankle scribes that when they 
assist in building up a higher profile 
for the players, they still have to 
encounter this surly, 'I don't care a 
damn about you' attitude. 

On the other hand, it doesn't help 
that a lot of us journalists have a 
frantic, obsequious look about us 


when we ask for interviews. This sort 
of servile behaviour can awaken a 
player's latent arrogance. 

If the player is a superstar, then the 
pressman who wants an interview is 
not even talking to him directly. You 
have to deal with the agent. This 
specimen mulls over your request, 
scratches his chin with his forefinger, 
yawns noisily and says, in a 
condescending tone, "Heis so busy. 
He just doesn't have any time." 

The scribe implores the agent to 
'Please, please arrange an interview. 
Sir.' (A knighthood is conferred very 
easily here.) The agent will then ask as 
to which newspaper or magazine the 
writer represents, enquires frankly, 
'what's the circulation like,' and then, 
he might or might not, forward the 
proposal. It all depends on his mood. 

If a player is a celebrity, he cou Id 
even ask for payment to do the 
interview. Contrary to what we think, 
there is still a crying need for more 
money despite all the millions that 
they are earning. (An aside; maybe we 
should start asking them for 
remuneration when they are 
embarking on their careers and are in 
need of a few write-ups.) 

In their defence, the players say that 
they have a short career, of ten or 
twelve years at the maximum; they 
have to pull in as much of the moolah 
as they can. 

One would think that if you are 
earning in several lakhs every year, 
you are already earning more than 
crores of your countrymen, over 
several generations. 

But in the fiercely rapacious 
consumerist culture that we live in, 
where everybody is in the 'grab as 
much as I can' mould, this negative 
view of bottomless greed (Harshad 
Mehta stylel) increasingly sounds as if 
it belongs to another century. It is 
definitely not a philosophy to mouth 
on the eve of the millenium. ("The 
twentieth centug^ is mine. I am 
peakingl" chortles Al Pacino as the 
Devil in The Devil's Advocate'). 

One thing's quite clear: 

The bat is mightier than the pen! 

Shevlin Sebastian 





Whether it be the World Motorcycle Grand Prix 
or a local dirt track event, champions choose 
Castrol lubricants to power their bikes to victory 
This international winning technology is 
available to you in Castrol Super IT The new 
improved two-stroke formula of Castrol Super TT 
meets the JASO FB & API-TC 
specifications and ensures 

• Easy start. • Excellent 
pick-up and peak power. 

• Excellent engine cleanliness. 
• Minimum engine maintenance 

• Longer engine life. • Significant 
reduction in exhaust smoke. 

Advanced Formula Castrol Super TT is recommended 
lor all two-stroke bikes which are required to give smooth, 
trouble free, 'Champion' performance, mile after mile. 
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Race Tested Technology 


So next time you select your oil. Insist on the original "Champions' 
Choice", Castrol Super TT ■ the genuine TT oil. Castrol Super TT is 
available in 250 ml, 500 ml and 1 litre pilfer proof double sealed 
packs at all leading auto accessory shops 
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The success of the Wills 
International Cup has 
put Bangladesh firmly 
on the international 
cricket map 

BY RAKESH SHARMA, DHAKA 

I N Dhaka, ICC President 

Jagmohan Daimiya reiterated 
that 'the Gospel of cncket should 
be to spread'. To generate funds 
towards this intent, a contest amongst 
the nine-Test playing nations was 
conceived and the Wills International 
Cup given shape. 

There were many who mocked the 
idea of a knock-out tournament by 
stating that cricket might be the 
casualty with back-to-back matches. 
Secondly, observers felt that a 
knock-out format in one-day cricket, 
is at best, a shoot-out. It may be. But 
none of the captains complained. In 
fact, Cronje, Lara, Holliaoke and Sohail, 
all said, "We are in Dhaka to win three 
matches". 

Lastly, the floods before the 
tournament had put several question 
marks about the venue. There was 
talk of it being shifted because of the 
possibility of water-borne diseases a 
distinct danger. To that, the World 
Health Organisation subsequently 
handed out a clean chit. Yet, many 
questioned the fairness of burdening 
Bangladesh with hosting the event. 
Surely, some from within Bangladesh 
were asking questions in a similar 
vein. However, those who control 
cricket in Bangladesh thought 
otherwise. 

The president of Bangladesh 
cricket. Saber Hossain Chowdhury 
stated in his address to the foreign 
Press that "because of floods, we 
needed something to rally round." He 
went on to explalh that, "Cricket, 
which is the fastest growing sport in 
Bangladesh, ever since the country 
South AfricoH captain Haaalo Cranio holda 
aMitba Wilis intamational Cup at Ohaka. Thoy 
dafoatad Wost Mist by four wickstB in tho 
fMi 













cracker-of-a-match with New 
Zealand beating Zimbabwe off the last 
ball The match itself was dominated 
by performances by the rival captains 
That set, in fact, the pattern of play for 
the tournament, particularly, for the 
first three matches 
Zimbabwe skipper, Campbell got 
the first century of the tournament 
and though the Kiwi captain failed to 
reach his by getting out in the 
nineties, his side won with a late 
cameo by Chris Harris 
Adam Holliaoke repaired a 
crumbling England innings with a 
knock of 83, full of charaaer but 
Cullman wrested the advantage with 
an essay in cricketing poetry and to 
see his skipper then ram home the 
advantage for a win by South Africa 
While Stephen Fleming failed for 
New Zealand in the third game, 

Arjuna Ranatunga held the Sn 
Lankan innings together with his, by 
now, customary calm in adversity 


JacquM Kalin of Soulti Africa was ia auporb 
form during Iho toumamont and would hm 
dofinttaly won Uio Man Of Tho Sanaa Award, if 
thoro had boon ono 

lifted the ICC Trophy and secured an 
entry into the finals of next year's 
World Cup, has the whole country 
absorbed around the Wills 
International Cup " 

There can be no denying that Dhaka 
was agog with excitement over the 
tournament and, except for the first 
match, all the other seven days of play 
saw full houses with a large spillover 
on the days that India and Pakistan 
played 

Indian and Pakistan cricketers are 
well-known names in Dhaka and 
elsewhere in Bangladesh and large 
crowds thronged the offical hotel to 
have a bnef glimpse of the cricketers 
This was an everyday occurence The 
few who could get access to »he hotel 
lobby milled around the players, 
especially the Indians and Pakistanis, 


for autographs and photographs with 
them 

I asked Ajay Jadeja, "Don't you 
think your pnvacy is invaded at 
times’" His reply was a candid, 
"They are the ones who have given us 
this stature " He added "I have got 
used to It" 

Lord Curzon may have partitioned 
Bengal in 1905 Yet on both sides of 
the border, enthusiasm for sport, 
bordenng on passion, remains an 
uniquely Bengali charaaeristic 
Divisions leading to the 
transformation into nation-states, 
cannot undermine the intrinsic 
homogeneity and character of a 
people that have a common language 
and hentage The passion for cricket is 
the same in Dhaka as in Calcutta And 
It was in ample view throughout the 
Wills International Cup here 

T he Wills International Cup got off 
to a start with a 
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The ton by Sachin Tendulkar 
against Australia reflet ted the 
bnlliance of an experienced 
campaigner Sachin continued to 
dictate the script with a 4-38 to deny 
any chance to Australia He was the 
most outstanding Man of the Match 
Philo Wallace carved out the 
Pakistan attack in the fifth match and 
Arthurton finished the contest with 
his Man of the Match, 4-31 
Jacques Kallis' 113 weighed out the 
Sri Lankans from contention 
quite apart from the rain that fell 
constantly while they batted 
The Bangladesh cricket president 
Saber Chowdhury went at length to 
explain that they had planned that 

WmI Indim Philo Wollact on Mi way to a 
Bovago 103 in tha Anal la ba tho naw itar for 
tbaWaatlniliaB? 


ram should not hamper the 
end-stages of the tournament He 
said "We had kept a rest day on the 
27th as a contingency, because ram, in 
fact, was expected on the 24th or the 
25th and thts had been done on the 
basis of the weather records of Dhaka 
in the past " He added, 'We had not 
expected ram m Dhaka after the 

27th Yet the possibility of a 
bowl out an idea that clearly needs to 
be refined as in soccer penalties or 
hockey penalty-strokes mercifully 
never took place 

West Indies' overall performance, 
in the second semi final, was far better 
than India's with Lara Arthurton, 
Chanderpaul and Wallace all amongst 
the runs while, for the Indians, only 
Saurav and Robin and Sachin with the 

PHOTOGRAPHS AFP 
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ball shone in an otherwise drab 
display 

The fmal between West Indies and 
South Africa may not have been the 
thnller that everybody envisaged But 
when the situation came to a crunch, 
however, the South African skipper, 
Hansie Cronje held firm and made the 
difference That allowed South Africa 
to lift their second title after the gold 
medal win m the Commonwealth 
Games at Kuala Lumpur in less than 
two months 

Jacques KalUs' 5-30 that earned 
him the Man of the Final award, came 






TIm Indians disnpointad ytl again wtwn thay 
loat in Iks ssniinnalatotha Wail Indist. And 
wa aia bach tn our familiar loaing ways onca 
again 

after his superlative 113 that had 
enabled South Africa to the Final. 
Though there was inexplicably no 
award for the Man of the Series, the 
Bangladesh Sports Journalists 
Assoaation very rightly adjudged 
Jacques Kaliis as the player for that 
honour. Though Sachin and Philo 
Wallace also were contenders for that 
award, Kallis ran away the dear 
winner as the 'Player of the 
Tournament' with his performance in 


the serm final and the Final that 
helped South Afnca lift the Wills 
International Cup Trophy. 

Of the Taka 3.3 million that the BCB 
spent. Saber Chowdhury pointed out 
that "the bulk of it is m infrastructure, 
like floodlights, etc." and added that 
"it would last us, at least, for ten 
years." What is more important, 
however, is that the tournament will 
raise the profile of cricket in 
Bangladesh by several notches. 

Saber Chowdhury, the Bangladesh 
Cncket Board President, was asked as 
to how much of the estimated $ 15 


million raised from the tournament 
by the ICC will go back to developing 
cncket in Bangladesh He felt, that 
now "we have a strong claim over a 
fair share " 

Yet, surely, one of the biggest gams 
for Bangladesh, while cricket 
continues to grow by leaps and 
bounds, IS that Dhaka, by staging the 
tournament, involving nine Test- 
playing nations, has become an 
international centre for cncket This 
will do more for the development of 
Bangladesh cricket in the long term 
than perhaps any other factor. # 













There's no denying the fact that I 
in the limited version. Obviously^ 
that I'm good for only one versiof 
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Essentially that's RAHUL DRAVID for you; 
unflappable both on and off the field 

INTERVIEWED BY AISHWARYA LAKSHMI 



R ahul DRAVID is a 
technically sound, 
copybook-style cricketer 
who likes to play his shots 
on the rise. The Indore-born, 
Bangalore-based Rahul, who has a 
penchant for the straight drive, has 
now established himself as a player of 
the highest class, and is a permanent 
fixture in the Indian team. Rahul's 
father Sharad Dravid played cricket 
while his brother Vijay also does. His 
uncle represented the Holkars in the 
National championship. Rahul found 
a person in none other than 
Gundappa Vishwanath to hone his 
technique and concentration, while 
Roger Binny and Brijesh Patel have 
also helped polish his batting after 
former BCCI coach Keki Tarapore 
provided him the initial guidance. 
Though Rahul is consistent in 
both versions of the game —his Test 
average is 53.08 (1,805 runs from 23 
Tests) and his strike rate in 
limited-overs internationals reads 
64.34 (1637 runs from 55 innings, 
averaging 32.09)—somehow he has 
been labelled 'not up to the mark and 
needs to improvise' by the pundits. In 
an exclusive interview in Bangalore, 
Rahul Dravid spoke about this and 
other issues concerning his cricket. 


You are often referred to as the 
Mr. Reliable/Mr. Dependable in 
the Indian team. AJI Indian fans 
feel that as long as you are at the 
crease, India does have a chance. 


Does this put extra pressure on 

ve done much better in Tests than you? 


icause of this peopie tend to form an opinion 
the game 


No, not really. Though I don't put any 
extra pressure on myself as such 
because of these name tags, I mean, if 

Q 



you look at the Indian team I’m just 
one of so many great batsmen which 
include Sachin Tendulkar, 
Azharuddin, Saurav Ganguly and 
Sidhu. I think tliai I'm still one of the 
younger members of this batting 
line-up, and il there's pressure on 
anyone, it might be on Sachin 
actually. Because he is considered one 
of our match-winners. I don't think 
there's any pressure on me, and I just 
tty and play as normally as possible. 


Not long ago, in fact, just maybe a 
couple of seasons or so ago, you 
were considered to be the ideal 
cricketer for both versions of the 
game. But of late, everyone, 
including the selectors, think that 
you are more fit for the longer 
version of the game. What do you 
think? 

1 think this has come about because 
my Test record has been definitely 
better than my one-day record. You 
know, there'snodenying the fact that 
I have done much better in Tests than 
in the limited version. Obviously, 
because of this people tend to form an 
opinion that I'm only good for one 
version of the game. 

But I think I also have had some 
success in one-day cricket as well in a 
lot of matchesjn my short career. I feel 
that I ca |||§||oth forms, but it's up 
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to me to prove that I can really do il. I 
know that I have to make a few 
corrections, and adapt and work hard 
on my game which is what I'm doing. 

In one-day cricket which is all 
about improvisation, you seem to 
take a while to settle down, and 
even after that many feel that you 
are not aggressive enough. What 
do you have to say about this? 

I've played a lot of aggressive innings 


and I've improvised when required. 
Maybe there have been cases where 
I’ve not been aggressive enough. And 
that's something I'm working on... 
improving that facet of my game and 
practising quite tiard Hopefully with 
experience and aftet a lew more 
games it should come through. 

The tag that you are not good for 
the one-day version has come 
because you have entered the 
crease at a difficult time in most of 
the one-dayers you 
have played. Has it put more 
pressure on you? 

No, not at all. I mean you've to accept 
the fact that you will be in difficult 
situations. You cannot always play 
cricket when your team is in a good 
situation. That's not a challenge. I 
think it's how you perform in difficult 


situations which really make you a 
good cricketer. Also in our one-day 
team we've some very good players, 
like Sachin, Azhar, Saurav, Robin and 
Ajay. Maybe my performance has not 
matched up to theirs. But I still think 
that I can achieve a lot of success in 
one-day cricket and I hope to be able 
to prove that in the future. 

You are supposedly the*best 
Indian fielder in the forward 
short - leg position and have 
brought about some incredible 
dismissals from this position. It's 
really a dangerous position to 
field in. Were you afraid to field in 
this position initially, and do you 
do any special practice for this 
because your reflexes have to be 
real sharp? 

I used to do this for Karnataka when I 
first started. Being the junior - most 
member of a side you normally get put 
into the forward short- leg position 
(laughs). That's what normally 
happens. So I was doing it for 

Karnataka lor a couple ol years early 
in my career and 1 think that's where I 
picked up the skill. I'm not really 
scared of standing there. You have to 
accept the fact that when you play 
cricket it's a hard ball game and there 
are times when you arc going to get 
hurt. Obviously 1 put in a little bit of 
extra practice in close-in catching, 
taking a few short; sharp catches on 
and oil. It's also a question ol 
developing a little bit of strength in 
your legs and that's what I do. 

Till about nine or ten years back, 
cricket was not really a sport that 
parents encouraged their sons to 
pursue. How did you start off and 
did your family encourage or 
discourage you? 

My parents have been very 
encouraging and supportive of my 
cricket. They never forced me to play 
cricket or forced me to do any 
particular thing, they saw that I had 
an interest in cricket and they never 
discouraged me. Nor did they put any 
additional pressure on me that I must 
do this or do that. They just let me 
develop as I went along. And I always 
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Extrciiing and waight training ara an intagral part of ovary crickator's ragiman tbaao daya, 
and Rahul Dravid is no axcoption 


loved playing cntket and I just kept 
playing it and was lucky enough to 
make a career out of it. 

I staited off while I was studying tn 
St Joseph's Boys High School We had 
a good junior team which won most of 
the tournaments and I began playing 

for them There were regular practices 
in school and that's where I started 
enjoying the game From there I 
got into the State Under-15 side and 
then got into the system at the 
K S C A 1 played a lot of junior level 
cricket before graduating lo the Ranji 
Trophy etc I used to play a little bit of 
hockey and football in school, just to 
be with my friends, and just because it 
was a season but cricket was always 
my first love and I always wanted to 
become a cricketer 

Tell us something about your 
formative years—cricket In 
school, college etc. and who was 
the major influence? 

As I said, I gut my initial 
encouragement at the St Joseph s 
Boys High School Mr Keki Tarapore 
was my coach in my formative years 
He was the man who taught me the 
basics and guided me That was a very 
big benefit in the early years Then I 
joined St Joseph s College of 
Commerce which had a rich sporting 
tradition That s how 1 gradually got 
into the system at K S C A 

Cricketers these days get 
lucrative jobs even when they are 
in the midst of their careers. 

Where are you employed and 
what does your duties entail? 

I'm deputy general manager in the 
marketing division of the India 
Cements Limned Actually at the 
moment with so much of c neket 
around I haven't really been able to do 
much of marketing for the company 
But at the moment mainly my job is to 
play for the company which has a 
good, strong cricket team in Chennai 
I play a lot of league and outstation 
tournaments for them, and try and 
promote the company's name 
wherever I can In fact, India Cements 
have been great employers to me, 
providing a lot of encouragement 


They re very good to me 

Having made a name in cricket 
you are marketing a company's 
name too. 

Yeah, 1 think that's what tends to 
happen If I do well a lot of credit 
must, and deservedly so also goes to 
the company as well 

Have you appeared in any ads of 
India Cements? 

No, not yet (laughs) 

Like internationai tennis, cricket 
also seems to be dictated by TV 


channels. They dictate the 
venues, teams, and even the times 
of tournaments. Is there too much 
of commercialisation? 

Not really I think you have to strike a 
balance between commercialisation 
and the game In the end you need a 
bit of commercialisation because to 
run a sport like cricket, and to make it 
as professional as possible, you need 
money coming in You need television 
and you need sponsors 1 mean 
you ve got to strike the right balance 1 
agree that the game should not be 
played for television alone But I think 
you've got to keep the interests of that 
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media in mind Because in the end, 
that helps promote the game and 
brings in more money which helps 
bnng in more cricketers, and helps in 
the development of youth 
programmes 

Cricketers in India these days are 
big role models. Even though you 
are one of the most easily 
recognisable faces in the Indian 
team, you do not do too many 
commercials. Is this out of choice? 
(Laughs). Ido quite a few People 
complain that I've been doing a lot of 
commeraals But I just do what I've 
been offered I'm a little choosy about 
what I do, and what I don't I think at 
the moment I've been able to stnke a 
nght balance, not spending too much 
time on commeraals It'sjustthatl 
spend a few days in a year for these 
commeraals I enjoy doing that, as it 
not only helps me financially, but also 
in my personal development 

You are a role model for many 
aspiring cricketers. A lot of young 
guys even go through the practice 
regimen that you endorse in the 
Pepsi ad. Do you think that the 
cricketers should go out of their 
way to be ideal role models? 

Yeah, I think as cricketers and public 
figures we have a responsibility to be 
role models Since the media glare is 
on us and we know that a lot of 
children are looking up to us, and so 
we have a responsibility That doesn t 
mean we've got to change as a person 

I think we should try and be what 
we are naturally I think people tend 
to accept if we are our own self 
instead of trying to aa and be 
somebody else That's the best role 
model one can be to anyone But 
having said that, we cannot be blamed 
for everything that goes wrong I feel 
the parents are the best role models 
for the kids today Nobody can take 
their place 

Unlike the previous decade, 
cricketers in India now are an 
enormously wealt hy lot. A lot of 
the public view cr cketers as 
12 


having a get-rich-quick mantra. 
These days even if an Indian 
cricketer has a short career, he 
makes much more money than 
his former contemporaries. Does 
this too-much-money-too-soon 
phenomenon affect the 
competitiveness of the players? 

I don't think so I agree there's more 
money in the sport than when the 
earlier generation was playing the 
sport But that's true of everything in 
life I'm sure that the earlier 
generation had more money than 
their previous generation I mean, it's 
just a cycle I'm sure that the future 
generations who play cricket after us 
will have much more money than us 
All of us cricketers realise that we can 
only make money and we can only 
succeed in the sport if we do well all 
the time And to do well we ve to put 
in that much amount of hard work 
and we've to be professionals 
All of us welcome the fact that there 
IS more money in the sport today, 
which IS a very good sign Because 
most of us have short careers A career 
in cncket, or any sport is very short 1 
think most cricketers sacrifice their 
lives playing the game Once we finish 
playing cncket we wouldn t have 
learnt any other skills to really survive 
m the outside world Considering this 
short career stuff it's important that 
there should be money in sport, and I 
don't think that our competitiveness 
ever gets affected In fact I think in a 
way It might even enhance the 
competitiveness 

Does money inspire you to 
perform better? 



You've got to have certain goals and achievements in mil 
If you follow somebody else's expectations you might b< 
person individually knows what standards he must set a 


I don't think money inspires you to 
perform better But money helps I'm 
sure if there was no money in sport, 
then people would divert their 
attention to something else to make 
two ends meet But since there is lot of 
money, most of the guys can focus 
full attention on cricket 


A couple of years back the 
Bangalore brigade was regarded 
as the new saviours of Indian 
cricket. They supposedly took 
over from the Mumbai 
stranglehold on Indian cricket. 
Now that has changed. What are 
the reasons? 
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This question of Bangalore brigade or 
Mumbai domination does tend to 
upset a lot of us cricketers. I don't 
think none of us while playing for 
India like to be referred to as the 
Bangalore brigade. Because when we 
play for India we play as Indians. It's 
like even though wc might come from 
a particular place we are representing 
India at that particular point of time. 

It's just happened as coincidence 
and has nothing to do with any sort of 
domination or any pride in the faa. 
It's nice that we're all playing 
together. But I personally do get upset 
when people try and make 
city-dominated or state-dominated 
remarks. Because we never think that 
way. When we play for Karnataka we 
have that pride. We try and win the 
Ranji Trophy and beat any other state. 
When we are playing for India, I don't 
need to compete with Mumbai. I'm 
competing with whatever, the West 
Indies or South Africa. I think it's a 
wrong notion that people have that 
we tend to group together or that we 
stay together. 

Do you think that the Indian 
cricket fans expect too much from 
you. Or did you get bogged down 
by the expectations of the 
^ selectors, your captain and the 
fans? 

Expectations are going to be part of 
our career, and we've got to face it all 
the time. The most important thing 
I've learnt over the years is that 
you've got to live up to your own 
expectations and standards, that you 
set for yourself. You cannot match 


anyone else’s expeaations and 
standards. 

You've got to have certain goals and 
achievements in mind, and work hard 
towards improving yourself to reach 
them. If you follow somebody else's 
expectations you might be setting a 
standard, either too high or too low. 


I'm sure a person individually knows 
what standards he must set and try 
and achieve them, and keep 
improving his standards. That’s the 
rule I follow and so it doesn't put any 
additional pressure on me. 

Like Srlnath, Kumble, Prasad and 
Joshl all of whom are from 
Bangalore, you also stay aWay 
from controversies and all of you 
do not court the media. Is this self 
restraint or Just a part of the 
South Indian psyche? 

I don't think this only applies to the 
four of us from Bangalore. If you have 
observed, most Indian cricketers do 
avoid controversies and are pretty 
well behaved both on and off the field. 

I think the image of Indian cricket 
is pretty clean thanks to players of all 
the states. Because we're contraaed 
there are a lot of media restrirtions. 
We're not supposed to talk to the 
media when we are on tour, or when 
we're playing cricket. Because of this 
we tend not to really mix too much 
with the media. 

Your hobbies? 

I like reading and listening to music 
and going out with friends. I'm quite a 
voracious reader and lay my hand on 
ail kinds of books/magazines. 
Normally at any particular point of 
time I always have a book or a 
magazine in hand and I just find that 
relaxes me more than watching 
television. As far as listening to music 
is concerned. I've nothing in 
particular. I listen to slow English rock 
like Sting or Phil Collins and Chris de 


Burgli. 

Do you miss staying away from 
home for long periods of time, 
now that the schedules are so 
crowded? 

Cricket is a way of life, and now I've 
got so used to being away from home 


for long periods of time and not being 
in Bangalore much. I've got used to 
this sort of lifestyle. I mean, you do 
tend to miss your family and home 
sometimes. But you've got to accept 
the fact that if you want to play cricket 
at the international level or at the 
highest level, which I want to, then 
you've got to make a few sacrifices. You 
cannot have everything your way. 
These are sacrifices I'm willing to 
make to achieve success at the highest 
level. 

Even though you still have quite a 
few years of cricket left in you, 
have you contemplated on life 
after cricket? 

I've not really put my mind to it as I 
still think I have a few years of cricket 
ahead of me and want to concentrate 
totally on it. Hopefully, after I finish 
my cricket, I might still have the job, 
or maybe I will do something 
cricket-related. But you never know 
what the future holds for you. 

Your cool temperament is 
regarded as Ideal captaincy 
material. Have you ever thought 
about it? 

I've never aspjred to become a captain 
of any particular team. I've other goals 
and ambitions. Becoming a captain 
has never been my ambition. I mean, 
if it comes along then that's great. But 
I really don't think so. At the moment 
you know Azhar is doing such a 
fantastic job. And then we've people 
like Ajay, Sachin and Anil along the 
line. And Saurav as well. So captaincy 
is a long way and it's not at all 
important to me. 

What exactly is your role in the 
Save Tiger project for which you 
advertise? 

We only lend our names for this 
project and are not involved too much 
into it. We've done that video 
promotion wherein we just try to 
make people aware that the forests 
needs to be conserved and the habitat 
protected. 1 love wild life and I love 
going into the forests. It's like a hobby 
which we are trying to help do 
something about. 


fbnd work hard towards improving yourself to reach them, 
betting a standard either too high or too low. I'm sure a 
fry and achieve them, and keep improving his standards 
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ANIL KUMBLE in just over eight years has taken over 200 
% international wickets in both versions of the game. Batsmen still find 
him difficult to read, and he is often India's match-winner 





F or a tail man with a lithe 
physique, and who has just 
completed 28 summers on 
October 17, Anil Kumble has 
a tremendous cricketing record as a 
legbreak googly bowler. The tall and 
unassuming Bangalore lad—^who has 
just earned his 200th Test wicket 
against Zimbabwe a few days after a 
similar accomplishment in the shorter 
version of the game in which he is the 
first one to do so—has underlined the 
fact that he is undoubtedly India's 
most effective strike bowler. 

Now he has 204 wickets from 47 
Tests at an average of 28.09 and 202 
scalps in 148 limited oveis 
internationals at an even more 
economical 27.09. (Figures at the end 
of Zimbabwe tour). Add to this his 105 
wickets in 17 matches in the 95 English 
County season for Northamptonshire; 

179 wickets in a mere 30 Ranji Trophy 
matches; 22 wickets in eight Duleep 
Trophy matches; and 13 wickets in a 
single Irani Trophy tie for the pest of 
India at his favourite ground 
Ferozeshah Kotla which earned him a 
recall to the national team 16 months 
after his debut series. Kumble has 
never looked back and in all has 
scalped 700 odd wickets and you 
have to believe it, all this in a span of 
eight-nine years! 

Whoever saw him in the Eighties can 
still recall the teenybopper Kumble, 
flashing a 'no parking' sign to one of 
his scooter-owning uncles who - 

obstructed their street cricket m j 

Jayanagar. This was mut h before his i 
days with Young Cricketers in the | 
Karnataka State Cricket Association a 
league from where his talent I 

sprouted. Parents, Krishnaswamy and 1 
Saroja, and brother Dinesh, who 
advised him to take up spin bowling 
when he used to bowl medium pacers, 
have always been Kumble's greatest 
influence. The ever-eager-to-!earn 
Kumble has gone a long way, 
statistically-speaking, past the 
200-wicket mark in international 
cricket. 


Anil Kufflbla it alwtyt cool and coflactad. 
You'll navar catch him rufflad, but battman aro 
oftan caught on tha wrong foot by hit bawling 


Very much pleased on reaching a 
coveted mark in both forms of the 
game, Kumble, who made his Test 
debut alongside Narendra Hirwani at 
Manchester in 1990 a couple of months 
after playing in limited overs cricket in 
the Australasia Cup at Sharjah, 
reacted modestly; "I think it gives a 
sense of satisfaction. Although it's a 
personal milestone, I believe it's 
thanks to the team effort, since cricket 
is a team game." 

Yeah, but how does one feel after 
having achieved this tremendous 
record? 

"Yeah, looking back, having played 
eight to nine years of first-class cricket 
it gives me a lot of satisfaction about 
the faa that I've been consistent 
throughout. I think consistency is 
what really matters." But not long ago 
critics were yelling that the 
unorthodox Indian spinner was not a 
big turner of the ball and was thus 
16 


Whan the going got* tough, Kumblo got* going. 
Many a timo ho hoa boon India's mstch-winnar 

ineffective. Now his stupendous 
record, no doubt, has shut their 
mouths. 

Kumble believes that one need not 
have to spin the ball much to get a 
wicket. "I've always said that I don't 
spin the ball much. 1 think to get a 
wicket you need to just spin those 
three-four inches off the bat's width to 
get an edge. That's all 1 believe in. At 
the end of the day whai really matters 
is the wickets and how they help the 
team, when you have achieved it and 
how many matches you have won," 
noted an astute Kumble. 

Kumble is very much aware of the 
eventual bottomline and is clear in his 
thoughts. "Ultimately the bottomline 
is how many matches you have won 
for the country. That's the most 
important thing. 1 don't really like to 


prove a point to anybody else, but to 
myself. I know my limitations, 
capabilities and strengths. As long as I 
am performing to the best of my 
abilities and I'm giving 100 per cent to 
the team, that's all that matters to me." 

A studious boy until he finished his 
engineering graduation Kumble is no 
differeht cricketing-wise too. Skipper 
Mohammed Azharuddin has 
observed thus about his 
match-winner and his strike bowler; 
"Kumble is a hard working and sincere 
cricketer, which has given his bowling 
more variety ". Kumble's well 
concealed googly and flippers along 
with his genuine medium-pace faster 
balls are spelling^trouble to the 
batsmen all round the world. 

From wearing metal-rimmed 
spectacles (which he prefers only at 
home nowadays) since entering the 
big league, Kumble has 
changed to contact lenses. But 
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cricketing-wise, what difterence has 
he found in himself 
Explained a soft-spoken Kumble ' I 
think cntketing-wise there has been 
a lot of changes The experience 
gained having played so much of 
cricket in the last 8-9 years and also 
the stint in Northamptonshire has 
given me a lot of education and I've 
learnt a lot of things Everyday we 
learn and probably the most 
important thing is the way we analyse 
the game and how we look at the 
game We become more positive day 
in and day out having played so much 
cricket I think we generally become 
more positive and look at the brighter 
side of things, rather than looking at 
the failures We need to obviously 
learn from the failures and also look 
ahead for more successful matches " 
Kumble believes that learning is a 
never-ending process and he was 
quick to rectify the mistakes That's 


Anil Kifflibln with pannti Sarnia and 
Krishnaswamy ThaAr|una Award that Kumbla 
It hnlding it niiich charithad by hit family 

the secret behind his tag of a 
'match-winner' ' I mean every day 
we bowl on different wickets in 
different situations and in different 
conditions and learn a lot So 
everyday we need to learn I think the 
best thing would be to grasp quickly I 
mean the sooner we learn, the sooner 
we rectify our mistakes and don t 
repeat it often, the better it is for my 
self and also tor the team,” said 
Kumble 

But It was not all rosy on the big 
stage for Kumble during the last 6-7 
years He was "rested” once from the 
national side in 1997, missing the tour 
of Sn Lanka and the Sahara Cup and 
was then How 

did he cope up with the pressures of 


bouncing back'? 

"I've always believed and had faith 
in my abilities I knew my limitations 
too Ijust wanted to work harder at 
my weaknesses and also build up, get 
more stronger mentally and also work 
on my physical fitness and also a bit on 
my bowling I think that probably was 
responsible in overcoming a couple of 
failures I have had in the recent past 
That's about it I always believed in my 
abilities and just wanted to give my 
100 per cent for my state during that 
time It just happened that last year 
was very fruitful for me not only with 
Karnataka matches but also with 
other first-class matches That 
enabled me to regain confidence " 

Kumble has not set himself any 
target though his mentor and another 
unorthodox leg spinner Bhagwat 
Chandrashekar'sTest mark isjust 38 
wickets away Hejust wants to take 
things as they come • 
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REVIEW 


THE WORLD OF 

BOOKS 


TITLE: WILLS SPORT CRICKET 
BOOK 

AUTHOR: KISHORE BHIMANI 
PUBLISHER: ITC LIMITED 
PAGES: 100 
PRICE: Rs.395 

RINTED on four-colour 
environment—^friendly 
biodegradable paper, the 
Wills Sport Cricket Book is an 
important memorabilia for cricket 
fans. It was released by the Indian 
cricket team (which is incidentally 
sponsored by Wills) on the eve of their 
departure for Dhaka for the mini 


World Cup. 

The book divided into various 
sections, is slickly produced and has 
many high quality photographs. It 
recreates the game's magical 
moments and is not just a chronicle of 
the World Cup history. This 
multi-purpose book has pages 
tor notes, after each section. So it can 
be used as a cricket diary. 

The opening sections of the book 
dwell on a brief but racy narrative on 
how difficult it was to arrange 
sponsors for the first two World Cups. 

Kapil Dev (left) ami Angthinnan Gaakwad 
(extrama right) hold aloft tho Willi Sport 
Cricket book 


The book details every match of 
successive World Cups interspersed 
with fascinating off-field stories abou 
the Kerry Packer imbroglio, the 
advent of day-night matches, with 
technicolour clothing, white balls anc 
the clandestine battle for telecast 
rights. 

This part of the book concludes witl 
the romance of tiny Sri Lanka 
annexing the Wills World Cup 1996. 
Copious statistics are provided by Rav 
Kant Srivastava. Jagmohan Dalmiya, 
the president of the ICC has written a 
thoughtful foreward. 

However, there is more to the book 
than just being a chronicle of World 
Cup facts and records. It recalls the 
intriguing incidents, astounding 
anecdotes and captures the ambience 
of the arenas, the strategies of the 
skippers and tfie scintillating display 
of the players. 

The most fascinating chapter is 
entitled 'Incredible Individuals', 
which lists and gives biographical 
sketches. The greats 
listed are Vivian Richards, Clive Lloyd 
and Courtney Walsh of the West 
Indies, Wasim Akram and Javed 
Miandad of Pakistan, Ian Botham of 
England, Alan Border, Shane Warne 
and Craig McDermott of Australia, 
Sachin Tendulkar and Kapil Dev of 
India, Sanath Jayasuriya and Arjuna 
Ranatunga of Sri Lanka and Allan 
Donald, to mention a few. 

Another interesting chapter is on 
World Cup venues. It is dealt with 
under the heading 'Amazing 
Arenas.' This chapter provides astute 
insights into the changing face of 
cricket. The transition from the initial 
atmosphere of the magnificence of a 
poetically idyllic English county game 
to the glamour and glitz of marketing 
in floodlit stadia. 

The last section gives a preview of 
the forthcoming World Cup '99 in 
England. The largest TV audience for 
the game in its history, the media 
blitzkrieg, the prize money, the 
Super-Six format, the space-station 
like media centres, coupled with a 
picnic like atmosphere are all well 
delineated. 

Novy Kepadia 
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STATISTICS 


THE 

MASTER 

BLADE 


When Sachin scores a century, India 


tends to win most of the time 





Date 

Opponent 

Venue 

Runs Scored 

Result 

9.9.94 

Australia 

Colombo 

no 

India Won by 31 runs 

28.10.94 

New Zealand 

Baroda 

115 

India Won by 7 Wickets 

11.11.94 

West Indies 

Jaipur 

105 

India Won by 5 runs 

9.4.95 

Sri Lanka 

Shaijah 

112* 

India Won by 8 Wickets 

18.2.96 

Kenya 

Cuttack 

127* 

India Won by 7 Wickets 

2.3.96 

Sri Lanka 

Delhi 

137 

Sri Lanka Won by 6 Wickets 

5.4.96 

Pakistan 

Singapore 

100 

Pakistan Won by 8 Wickets 

15.4.96 

Pakistan 

Sharjah 

118 

India Won by 28 runs 

28.8.96 

Sri Lanka 

Colombo 

110 

Sri Lanka Won by 9 Wickets 

14.12.96 

South Africa 

Mumbai 

114 

India Won by 74 runs 

9.2.97 

Zimbabwe 

Benoni 

104 

India Won by 6 Wickets 

14.5.97 

New Zealand 

Bangalore 

117 

India Won by 8 Wickets 

7.4.98 

Australia 

Kanpur 

100 

Indi^ Won by 6 Wickets 

22.4.98 

Australia 

Sharjah 

143 

India lost by 25 runs but 
reached the final. 

24.4.98 

Australia 

Sharjah 

134 

India Won by 6 Wickets 

31.5.98 

Kenya 

Calcutta 

100* 

India Won by 9 Wickets 

7.7.98 

Sri Lanka 

Colombo 

128 

India Won by 6 runs 

26.9.98 

Zimbabwe 

Bulawayo 

127* 

India Won by 8 Wickcis 

28.10.98 

* Australia 

Dhaka 

141 

India Won by 44 runs 


TOTAL NO OF 
CENTURIES 


INOIAWON 


COMPILED BY HARIPRASAD CHATTOPADHYAY 


WINNING PERCENTAGE 

78.94 
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Meet the former Asian Games gold medallist wrestler 


BY NOW KAPADIA 


A QUESTION for the quiz 
books. Name the Indian 
sportsperson who earned 
more than Sunil Gavaskar 
or Kapil Dev during their heydays in 
the 1970s and early 1980s? 

A: Grappler Saipal. 

In the days before satellite 
television, he earned a lakh of rupees 
or more from wrestling in local 
tournaments. Such was the strength 
and stamina of this giant of a man that 
in one day he won 21 bouts at 
Muzzafamagar m U.P. —a record of 
sorts. Now this genial giant is tackling 
a new job with zest and enthusiasm. 

He is, at present, the deputy director 
of education, looking after sports in 
the Delhi Government The successful 
grappler has become the successful 
bureaucrat belying the adage that 
sportspersons are not successful in 
administration. His life story is 
unusual and makes for fascinating 
reading. 

The loss of a bicycle led the 
legendary Muhammed Ali to take up 
boxing while Satpal took to wrestling 
because he was bullied by better-built 
classmates. As a child, he was 
unhappy at school, because the class 
bullies always taunted and teased 
him. 

His mother narrated this to his 
father Chowdhury Hukam Singh. 

Like many villagers in rural North 
India, Hukam Singh often grappled as 
a form of recreation. The 'akhara' was 
like the local club or adda for the 
villagers of Bawana. 

To develop his son’s body and 



Satpal posing with his trophiss at homt 
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confidence, Chowdhury Hukam 
Singh, like so many others, took him 
to the 'akhara.' Months of exercising, 
simple living and a nutritious diet 
enabled Satpal to develop into a 
muscular young lad. The village elders 
noted that Satpal had a natural 
aptitude for grappling. Then came the 
historic step. His father took him to 
Guru Hanuman's 'akhara'. 


Recalling his initial months at Guru 
Hanuman's legendary 'akhara', 

Satpal says, "I was lonely, missed my 
family and often cried in the night." 
However senior grapplers like Sudesh 
Kumar befriended him and made him 
feel at home. He took to this sport like 
a duck to water and success followed. 

He was selected for Delhi schools for 
the National School Games for the 46 


kilograms category as a Class six 
student from Birla school. At his first 
major meet, he got a gold medal. This 
was the start of his glittering career 
and the rest, as they say, is history. 

In Indian wrestling, Satpal is a 
legend. He represented India 28 times 
and got silver medals in the 1974 
Tehran and 1978 Bangkok Asiad and 
of course the gold medal at the 1982 
Delhi Asiad. In the world 
championships at Tehran in 1973,he 
came fourth 

There was a gold medal in the Asian 
championships at Jalandhar in 1978 
and silver medals in the 1974,1978 
and 1982 Commonwealth Games. He 
was 16 times national champion and 
won the coveted Bharat Kesri title 15 
times. These are just some of his 
remarkable exploits. 

However despite winning so many 
laurels, Satpal remains a discontented 
man. He says, "I must have won about 
3000 bouts in my life but tfiy ambition 
was a medal in the Olympics or World 
Championships but fate decided 
otherwise. 

"My best hope was in the 1980 
Moscow Olympics but an eye injury 
spoilt my chances and 1 finished sixth." 

Recalling the incident at Moscow, 
Satpal said that in a close fight with a 
wrestler from Czechoslovakia, "my 
opponent's elbow and knee struck me 
above my right eye. I was badly 
injured and required 16 stitches. The 
skills of the doctors at Moscow saved 
my eye." 

Dunng the peak of his career, Satpal 
had the tunnel vision for success. His 
lifestyle was spartan and he was 
indefatigable in his workouts. Satpal 
recalls his regime at Guru Hanuman's 
'akhara', which included a 10-15 kms 
run in the morning, 5,000 'baithaks' 
and 5,000 'dhands', followed by rope 
climbing, learning grappling holds 
and training on the mat. He even 
played football, basketball and 
handball for stamina. 

His diet was purely vegetarian. He 
dtank five kilograms of milk in the 
morning and another five kilograms 
in the evening. He would also take 
250 grams of ghee along with half a 
kilogram of almonds daily along with 
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seasonal fruits and about a doyen 
glasses of cither 'anar' or 'niausambhi' 
juice. This was his basic diet besides 
'rotis' and vegetables 

Satpal believes that it was this diet 
and a disciplined lifestyle which 
enabled him to work hard and fully 
concentrate on his job as a sports 
bureauciat 

Old habits die hard and the 
42-year-old Satpal still follows a 
disciplined life style. Despite his high 
profile status in Delhi, the city of the 
nouveau riche and conspicuous 
consumerism, Satpal shuns the night 
life. 

Lights are out by 9.30 p.rn. He 
wakes up, in raiti or heat or cold at 
4.30 a.m. and is off to his spectal 
'akhara' (mud-pit for wrestling) at the 
Chatiarsal Stadium.,Model Town. 

He supervises the training of a large 
group of 250 wrestlers, including 80 
residential grapplers, some of whom, 
like Nand Kishore, have come from 
far-off places like Hyderabad. This will 
give you a measure of Satpal's fame 
and renown. In the training, he is 
assisted by four coaches, Ramphal 
Mann, Yashbir Singh, Pradeep Kumar 
and Charan Dass. 

Till some years ago, Satpal used to 
train with the young grapplers. Now, 
however, even Satpal has to bow to 
the ravages of time. He complains of 
backache and he has opted for tennis 
to keep fit. At about 8 a.m. Satpal 
returns home for breakfast, meeting 
people and coaches, listening to 
petitions and to read the newspapers. 

His breakfast would make normal 
people tremble with apprehension. 
Satpal still has half a dozen glasses of 
fruit juice, lots of almonds, two 
kilograms of milk and during the 
summer months, badam thandai'. 
Then he goes to the office, spends time 
reading files, getting projects cleared 
and in meetings with coaches. 

Satpal does not have the mind-set 
of a bureaucrat. Though he is a dc'jiuty 
director of Sports, in the Delhi 
Government, he is always on the 
move. As Satpal says, "I keep the 
coaches on their toes and always in 
action by my surprise visits." 

He also enjoys his visits to the five 
hjiaching centres set up in different 
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television. Dinner is at 8.30 p.ra. at 
which Satpal gulps down another one 
kilogram of milk along with a meal of 
seasonal vegetables but just one 
'chappati'. 

"I am still conscious of my weight 
and so do not cat too many 'rotis'," 
says a cheerful Satpal. 

His wife Veena, says, "Satpal is a 
good cook and likes dabbling in the 
kitchen. His favourite food is 'mattar 
paneer' and mixed vegetables. After 
dinner, he goes with the children for a 
thirty-minute walk, then watches 
some television ^r reads the 
newspapers and then it is time for 
bed." 

On the weekends, his favourite 
relaxation is at the farm house at his 
ancestral village at Bawana. Here he 
gossips with old cronies and with his 1 


Satpal auparviaing tha coaching at Cbattraul 
Stadium 


areas of Delhi. At these centres, he 
talks to the trainees and tries to uplift 
their level of enthusiasm. 

Unless there is a public function to 
attend, Satpal reaches home by about 
7 p.m. Then he spends time with his 
two children, 12-year-old daughter 
Savi Sehawat and lO-year-oId son 
Liiv Kumar Sehawat. Both his 
children enjoy swimming and tennis. 

Young Luv Kumar has now started 
learning the nuances of grappling 
from his father and is enjoying this 
ancient sport. Satpal sits and relaxes 
with his children. Then, he often 
watches sports programmes on 
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family members. There are three 
brothers and two sisters in his 
closely-knit family. His elder brother 
Dhara provides him milk daily in the 
morning. He has been doing that for 
the past 28 years. Satpal only likes to 
drink the milk from his village. 

As a sports administrator, Satpal 
lakes his job very seriously. He Joined 
as an assistant director in the 
department of education, in 1984. Till 
1988, he was active in wrestling and 
so did hot concentrate on his official 
career. 

But now, for a decade, he has been 
absorbed in his new role of a sports 
administrator who is trying to make 
the citizens of the capital of India more 
spom-conscious. He became a 
Deputy Director, Controller of Sports 
in 1994. 


Satpal cites the int rease in 
budgetary allocation for sports as one 
of his greatest achievements. He says, 
"Ten years ago our budget was just 
Rs.80 lakhs. Now, it is Rs.lOcroresper 
annum. With this money, I have 
improved sporty infrasiruaure. In 
1994, there were 24 coaching centres 
and now there are 118, in Delhi." 

Satpal has many ambitious projects 
lined up. He aims to start a 90-acre 
sports school, costing about Rs.50 
crores, in which students will be 
trained in 16 sports disciplines. 

He says, "It will be a genuine sports 
school and trainees will be weeded 
out if they show no improvement 
within a year. The coaches will also be 
on a contract basis and will only be 
retained it they show results." 

Some of his other projects are a 


Wrestiing Institute at Prahladpur, 
with six mats and an indoor hall 
which is fully air-conditioned, a 
multi-purpose sports stadium near his 
village Bawana and four specialised 
sports complexes. 

Satpal's diligence and inspirational 
leadership has paid dividends. Five 
Delhi cadet wrestlers won gold medals 
in the world cadet championships 
recently. The India Under-15 years 
cricket team which won the world 
title a year ago had five cricketers from 
Delhi. 

Satpal gets money allotted for his 
projects because of his leadership 
qualities, persistence and attention to 
detail in preparing schemes. He has 
the reputation of a go-getter. 

Satpal has lived life to the full and 
has many fond memories. However, 
his favourite reminiscence is the way 
he won the gold medal at the 1982 
Delhi Asiad. 

He recalls, "There were I* 
participants in the heavyweight 
category in the 1982 Delhi Asian 
Games. On the way to the final, 1 
defeated opponents from Pakistan, 
Japan, South Korea and Afghanistan. 
In the final, 1 was to meet a formidable 
grappler from Mongolia. It was a 
special day and I felt the weight of the 
nation's expectations were on me. 

"On that same day, India lost 1 -7 to 
Pakistan m the final of the hockey 
competition. Before my bout, Kartar 
Singh lost on points to a grappler from 
Iran in the final. 

"When I strode out for the bout, the 
spectators cried out, "desk ki naam, 
desh kiizzat, tcre haath mein bain." I 
was inspired by such sentiments amd, 
despite a nagging knee injury I fought 
a very clever bout and beat my 
opponent on technique and never let 
him touch my injured knee." 

Satpal recalled that the erstwhile 
Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
and Rajiv Gandhi especially 
congratulated him for upholding 
India's pride on a day of reversals in 
other sports. At this same meet,he was 
introduced to his future wife, Veena 
by a former international wrestler, 
Jagminder. So Asiad '82 has many 
happy memories for Satpal. 

PHOrOGBAPMS MOHAMMAO SHAKOUt 
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FOCUS 


DRIVEN TO 
SUCCEED 

Hard work and sheer determination enabled IAN 
HEALY to notch up the maximum number of 
dismissals by a wicket-keeper in Test cricket 
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L ast year, a young 

radiographer put an X ray up 
to a light at a Brisbane 
hospital For a few minutes 
there was silence and then he 
murmured “Dear, oh dear." 

The radiographer was shocked that 
the battered hands belonged to one 
Ian Healy, wicketkeeper for Austraha 
and now owner of the world record 
for the most Test dismissals by anyone 
m his profession 

When Healy was called in to see the 
X rays, the fractures were identified 
one by one to him and he talked his 
way through the injuries like a man 
reflecting on an old family photo 
album "I remember that one," he 
would say 

Healy pointed out how some of his 
finger joints will never bend again 
Ten fraaures were spotted There 
could have been a few more, but 
who's counting Certainly not Healy 
Some say that this is the price he has to 
pay for taking over the reigns from 
Rod Marsh as the most successful 
gloveman in the history of Test cricket 

Replaced by Western Australia's 
Adam Gilchrist in the nation's 
one-day squad, 'Heals', as he is 
affectionately known by his 
teammates, guards his place in the 
Test side with pride He refuses to 
accept that a broken finger should 
ever keep him out of a Test match, so 
he does want to be X-rayed because he 
prefers not to know what is wrong 
But such IS the courage that 
Australia seems to take for granted 
from Its Test match wicketkeepers 
For Heals, hard work is second nature 
because he bases his game on that 
ethos and aligns it to a ruthless 
analysis of his performance through 
personal diaries which we are told are 
fasonating to read This self-analysis 
and a gruelling training regime are the 
ingredients Healy has used to become 
an integral part of the Australian Test 
team and now aL.part of history itself 
A teacher by trade, Healy is stingy 
with the marks when he marks his 
own performances He has dnven 
himself to greatness by learning from 
everything which has happened to 
him. 
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Once, in a moment of total disgust, 
he even called for his own sacking. 

After a one-day game against India 
several years ago he wrote: "I played 
the most gutless shot In my career. I 
deserved to be dropped for the lack of 
pride in the Australian cap." 

The meticulous side of his nature 
comes from his father Neville, a 
retired bank manager who is an 
efficient, well-organised man. But the 
tiger in Healy is inherited from his 


Naaly raaeli wMi joy aftar catching Waaim 
Akrani, tor bit racord 35M victim, during lha 
Hnt Taat batwaan Auatraiia and Pakistan at 

Rawaipindi 

mother, Raelene, an impressively 
strong upfront woman who has never 
mollycoddled her family. 

A few years ago in Adelaide, after 
Healy had been trying to work on his 
hook shot, he was furious when he 
mis-timed and skied a hook and threw 
his wicket away. 

That night his mother rang up and 


said: "Ian, haven't I always told you 
about not hooking until you are 50?" 

It is the type of harmless tiff that 
close families have, but Healy hung up 
on his mum thinking, 'That's just 
what I need now...the old girl telling 
me how to hook'. 

One of the pivotal incidents in his 
life came well away from the cricket 
field. His first posting as a teacher was 
to a school in the blue collar heartland 
south of Brisbane. 

Healy had replaced a teacher who 
succumbed to a nervous breakdown 
trying to control a renegade group of 
Class 6 students. More than once, 
Healy was reduced to tears as he told 
his wile Helen, how the children 
treated him with no respea as they 
wrestled in the classroom and refused 
to do what they were told. 

In a 'To Sir With Love' scenario, he 
taught them nothing else than to file 
in and out of the class properly. But 
finally he won them over and was a 
stronger, more worldly character for 
the experience. 

Now the fear of letting Australia 
down drives Healy to train as hard as 
any player. He once said: "If I cost 
Australia a Test, I don't want anyone 
to say that I could have trained 
harder." 

It is ironic that he broke the world 
record in Pakistan, where he started 
his career very nervously in 1988. 

Since watching John MacLean and 
Rod Marsh as a boy, Healy has always 
felt it is the keeper's Job to stand in the 
frontline and be the team urger and 
makes no apologies for taking part in 
theall-imponant gamesmanship 
which occurs in cricket these days. 

Like all keepers, Healy is taken for 
granted by every fan in Australia, 
most of whom easily know of another 
wicketkeeper who should be doing 
the job. 

Keepers are rarely heroes. Fans like 
them but rarely praise them. And that 
is why any recognition given to Healy 
touches his heart. 

Especially if it is after he has become 
the man with the most dismissals 
behind the stumps in the history of 
the game. 

Andy O'Brien, Australia 
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That's CHINA OKERIEforyou. Impulsive, forthright and 
talented, he still has the ability to bulldoze his way past the 
most difficult of defences 
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INTERVIEWED BY DHIMAN 
SARKAR 


O N a June summer 13 years ago, 
the then Mohammedan Sporting 
coach Abdus Sattar had said: 

"Calcutta is going to have plenty to 
talk about this player." 

The prediaion was directed at 
Sattar's newest acquisition—a 
20-somcthmg Nigerian powerhouse 
called Chima Okerie who, after 
promising his father he will never 
touch a football again, had come to 
India to study. For all his football 
acumen, perhaps even Sattar did not 
realise that Chima would continue to 
be talked about today Not just m 
Calcutta hut the whole of India. 

From an inter-university 
tournament which he played on 
request to being a sinker with a 
phenomenal strike-rate, Chima has 
come a long way indeed 
In a young man's sport, Chima may 
be an anachronism but he has 
survived because he has changed. 
Time has curtailed the 'Black 
Panther's pace but Chima hasn't 
been cowed down by it. Rather, he has 
worked on his passing and 
concentrated on improving his 
off-the-ball game 
Today's Chima docs not stay up 
field waiting fora ball to be lobbed into 
space before bull-doring past the 
defence and firing home a 
cannon-ball. Yes, he still shoots with 
aplomb with both feet but does not 
keep himself restricted to the front 
third. He aids build-ups, creates space 
and even shores up the defence. 

Chima thinks all thts is the off-shoot 
of his European sojourn which began 
in 1993. He stayed away from India 
for three-and-a-half years playing in 
England, Norway and lastly Denmark 
(he is on contract with Iksat till 2000), 
before returning for the first National 
League. Because it was held during 
the Danish League’s winter break, 
there weren't any clash of 
commitments and nobody 
complained. Mohun Bagan then got 
him released for the whole cf next 
season and this one too. although 
Chima said he does have to return to 


At hit laiturt he plays chats on his computer 

Denmark before the league starts in 
late November. 

His IS forced to stay away from his 
family —^wife Cathy and the kids are 
based in England—for a living. And, 
so far, it's been a job well done His 
being Tata Tea Super Division's 
highest scorer (13 goals in 12 
matches)—Chima has now been the 
highest scorera lecmd six times—and 
the National League's Best Player 
award is proof of that. 

In this free-wheeling interview, 
Chirna talks about himself and about 
Indian football. 

Thirteen years in Indian football 
is time enough for some 
introspection, isn't it? 

Well, 1 haven't really looked back like 
that but since you mentioned it, might 
as well take a trip. 1 still find it difficult 
to believe that what started as a joke 
suddenly took on a more serious 
dimension. I mean, I never wanted to 
be a professional footballer. 

Somehow, 1 still don't accept it as a 
proper job. 

Looking back, 1 would like to 


believe that everything that happened 
was just a stroke of good fortune from 
God. 

My father made me promise that I 
would never touch a football after I 
reached India. For one year, I didn't. 
But if you look at how my playing 
career began and if you are someone 
who believes in destiny—^well, you 
have a story. 

Would you want to re-llve those 
years any differently? 

1 would have liked to be an architect. 
It's still in my dreams. 

But then, why are you still at It 
while the players you started out 
with, in 1985, have long since quit? 

I don't know. But it's not as if I'm 
playing because I want to outlast 
everyone else I am impulsive. 1 used 
to do 10,000 skijis each day. 

Suddenly, I didn't feel like it anymore. 
Haven't done it since. Even as 1 am 
giving this interview, 1 may suddenly 
want to go to...say, Nigeria. And I will, 
believe me. 

One day, 1 borrowed money and 
l\pw hnm Calcutta to Delhi and tu 
Mumbai before returning to Calcutta 
the same night. Just hopped airports. 
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Don't know why I did it but did it 
nonetheless. So, one day I might wake 
up and not want to play lootball 
anymore. Till that happens, 1 will go 
on. 

For someone as impulsive as you, 
playing this long must have taken 
some doing. 

I knew 1 could play...didn't really have 
to work very hard. It is a gift of God 
and impulsive or not, I haven't been 
able to wish it away. I think Gt)d made 
me to play football. 

How religious are you? 


Moreover, financially too players now 
are better off. 

But what has remained constant 
over the years is the depressing lack of 
self-belief among Indian footballers. 
You would have thought that, by 
now, Indians would have taken notice 
of their abilities—^1 have never seen 
more skilful footballers elsewhere. 

But performance never reflects 
potential and I am surprised that the 
powers-that-be haven't identified the 
problems, leave alone seeking a 
remedy. 

Have you identified any 



He is trainiiHi to be a fashion dasignar 

1 am not a fanatic but, yes, I am 
religious. I believe in God, in Jesus 
Christ and I believe he has charted my 
life's course. I go to church but usually 
when nobody else does. That way, I 
feel closer to God than on Sundays. 

Any changes In the game here 
since you began? 

The Tata Football Academy (TFA) is 
one. Their graduates carry themselves 
well, on and off-the-field. Several 
academies. I also hear, are on the 
anvil. And that's good news. 
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problems? 

Indians have a tendency to hold on to 
the ball too much, which, in turn, 
reduces mobility. Pedestrian pace, the 
result of eight to 10 dribblers in each 
team, is Indian football's biggest 
problem. Players' skills must 
complement the team game. That 
rarely happens here. That's why 
foreign teams run rings around Indian 
clubs. Playing at a faster pace is a 
matter of habit —there's no reason to 
be unable to do it. 

The game needs more dynamism. 
Younger coaches, in sync with the 
times ct)uld be a solution. I am very 


pleased with Manoranjan's 
(Manoranjan Bhattacharya, the East 
Bengal coach) achievements. The 
League title has been a just reward for 
his perseverance. 1 was also pleased 
with Peerless' game. We beat them all 
right in the League but Biswajit 
Bhattacharjee's coaching impressed 
me. 

Young management-trained 
personnel too should be rtrped in to 
run the clubs. I am surprised nobody 
exploits the business angle better. 

So, it's a one-way road to gloom? 

No. 1 would say, Indian football is at 
the cross-roads. Changes are being 
rung in and public interest is still quite 
high. Now is the time to start new 
clubs; ensure suffer competition for 
the existing ones and channelise more 
energy into tapping new talents. 

Will we see Chima Okerie as a 
coach after his playing days? 

I would like to move on from football 
once I give up playing. I like new 
challenges, treading into unknown 
areas. That appeals more to me than 
the more assured ways of life. But 
then, you never know... 

How has your game changed over 
the years? 

When I started out, the only thing on 
my mind was to go and score, alone. I 
did it okay but I realise now that I 
contributed so little to the team. 
Coaches pointed this out after I went 
to Erigland. They explained that I 
should be more involved with the 
team and told me to enjoy the game. 
It's been that way since. 

Has Chima Okerie the person 
changed? 

In more ways than one. Earlier, I 
would easily get angry on the pitch. 
Even off the field, my anger would 
inhibit me, make me wary. What 
people took for arrogance was 
actually a lot of worry that I would 
blow a fuse and create a scene. 

Two or three hefty fines (imposed 
by clubs for what they thought were 
needless bookings) in England 
chastened me. When you have a 



PHOTO FEATURE 


family to look after, you don't mess 
around. Now it takes a lot to get mt 
really mad. Having lived in different 
countries has also made me more 
flexible in my attitudes towards 
people. 

Has marriage helped? 

Obviously, Seventy-five percent of it 
is due to marriage. I am fulfilled 
towards that angle. I have a lovely 
wife and the two best kids in the world. 

Staying alone therefore must be 
difficult for you? 


ss 

What has remained 
constant over the years is 
the depressing lack of 
self-belief among Indian 
footballers. You would 
have thought by now 
Indians would have 
taken notice of their 
abilities—I have never 
seen such skilful 
footballers elsewhere 
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It's a terrible situation to be in. Try as 
hard as you may to push it out of your 
mind, sometimes it just doesn't go. 
There are times when you want to be 
with your near ones, but nobody's 
home. At times, 1 put the TV on only to 
hear another voice. It's excruciatingly 
depressing. But then, I have a job to 
do... 

Isn't it contradictory that 
someone this impulsive stays 
focussed on football despite all 
this? 

Yes, I guess it is. But I have already 


agreed on football as my job—at least 
as of now. So whatever happens. I've 
got to present myself to my club. Your 
whims and wishes don't matter. So 
what if the period of separation is 
agonising. There arc certain ground 
realities you can't ignore.. 

Why did you leave India? 

It was getting stale out here and I 
really wanted to sec how good 1 was. I 
am satisfied that compared to the best, 
I am not far off. Had I not gone, 1 don't 
know whether I still would be playing. 

You were quoted as saying you 
would never return to India as a 


Away from hit wife and childron, be pastas hit 
time reading novalt 

footballer again when you left fin 
1993). Why did you change your 
mind? 

The Mohun Bagan president (Swapan 
Sadhan Bose) was instrumental in 
changing my mind. He called up and 
said a National League is being 
introduced and asked whether I was 
available during the Danish League's 
winter break. But Mohun Bagan 
didn't qualify and I was told to play for 
East Bengal. Memories came flooding 
back. 1 can always say no but don't 


want to now. 

Aren't there too many mediocre 
foreign players here now? 

There are, I guess. Some were not 
players before and not all have gotten 
good over time. It is because football 
in India is so static that the emphasis is 
on strength. Big men may look very 
clumsy if pace is the corner-stone of 
your game. In Europe, they arc not 
looking out for big Africans all the 
time. I think this will continue till the 
focus in Indian football shifts to a 
more fluid, off-the-ball style of play. 

Are you working on your 


biography? 

1 am thiough with the first pait. 1 
thought 1 would continue on it during 
my stay in Calcutta but can't gel into 
the right frame of mind. That, it 
seems, will only happen when I 
return home (Devoti, England). I 
hope to finish it by fanuary. It will be 
called My Odyoicy. 

How do you relax? 

Sleep, play chess on my computer and 
draw dress designs (Chima is now 
training to be a fashion designer). 1 
don't watch movies unless 1 am on a 
flight. 
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SPOT LIGHT 


A LIVING 
LEGEND 

That'S MICK DOOHAN for you. He became the 
500cc motorcycle World Champion for the fifth 
consecutive time recently 


Right from the start of the season, I 
wasn't enjoying my racing. But I won 
the race and decided to hold off for a 
while. But then I started enjoying 
myself again." 

The win in Australia also prompted 
him to confirm he would be staying 
with Honda next year. 

"It's been a real up and down 
season. I thought 1 had lost the 
championship, when Siifion and that 
guy, what's his name, Biaggi, and I 
came together at the first turn at 
Jarama. Then I got back on top of the 
points. Then I was sliding down the 

Oooban displays ths trophy bo won ol Ibo 
Australian Grand Prix 


W ITH a wheelie over the 
line and a half-iap long 
wave to the fans that 
was almost too casual, 
motorcycle Grand Prix racing's living 
legend Mick Doohan took another 
step closer to the top table in the 
sport's Hall of Fame, by winning the 
recent Qantas Australian Grand Prix. 

The win gave him his fifth 
consecutive World Championship in 
the 500CC class—only provisionally, 
until it is certain that there will be no 
further protest against Max Biaggi's 
(Team Kanemoto Marlboro Honda) 
disqualification from the Catalunyan 
GP. 


Even if there is, however, it is so 
unlikely to succeed, that Doohan, 
Honda, sponsors Repsol and more 
than 51,000 Australians who had 
flocked to the picturesque Phillip 
Island circuit started celebrating 
immediately anyway. 

Doohan's last-lap antics were not 
only out of character, they also 
allowed second place Simon Crafar 
(Red Bull Yamaha) to close down the 
gap from three seconds to less than 
one over the line. 

But with nearest rival Biaggi 
dropping to eight in Phillip I sland, 
even second place would have been 
enough for Doohan to take the world 
title to follow up similar successes in 
1994, '95,'96 and '97. Afterthe race, 
in an expansive mood, Doohan 
revealed; "I had decided to announce 
my retirerfient after the race at 
b4ugelio, the fourth of 14 rounds. 
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road in Czecho, saying some things 
that I can't repeat, thinicing that the 
title was over again. 

"Most years I've won the 
championship by stringing together 
some good results in the first seven or 
ten races. This year we weren't 
stringing wins together until the last 
three. Every year seems harder and I 
guess 1999 will be harder still. It will 
be a tall order to win a sixth title, but 
that will be my aim at the start of the 
next season. 

"Who knew if things had gone our 
Way in 1992,1 could have been sitting 
on seven straight world titles, just like 
Agostini managed. 

"The doctors wanted to amputate 
my leg after I broke it in 1992 and it's 
hard to steer a motorcycle with only 
one leg. So, once again, I must thank 
the doctor who fixed me up plus 
everyone else for their support. 

"As Kevin Schwantz once said 
'you're full of motivation, then it 
slowly goes'. I think I’ll have more 
motivation for the next season, if I do 
a lot of testing during the oft season. If 
I kick back and start enjoying the good 
life too much, maybe I won't want to 
go back to work." Doohan says he 
doesn’t like too much attention. He is 
known for his modesty, loyalty to 
team colleagues and generosity to 
rivals. 

Doohan showed no signs of 
succumbing to the pressure of his 
home grand prix round, a round 
where the disaster of last year's event 
—^when he aashed on lap 17 after 
building a seven second lead— 
weighed heavily on his mind. 

"Once I'd got beyond lap 17, which 
all the journalists were<reminding me 
of, it was pretty much maintenance 
control, a question of just bringing the 
bike home," he said after the race. 

He explained his last lap wave as a 
special gesture; "1 had a look over my 
shoulder to see where Simon was so 
that I could wave to the crowd. It's 
something special to win the 
championship at home. There was 




pressure as there always is at your 
home GP. I prefer racing in Europe. 
But to win a championship in front of 
Australian crowds is beyond my 
wildest dreams, and 1 hope the same 
thing happens to some other people, 
because it's just a fantastic feeling." 

There is a feeling among motorcycle 
racing fans that for a champion who 
has attained so much, the 
international press has given this 
sporting hero a very lukewarm 
reception. Even the hype-ridden. 
Australian sporting media have also 
not paid enough respea to his 
achievements. 


He is a world class sportsman who 
displays his country of origin so 
proudly. He has an Aussie flag 
displayed on his helmet and gloves 
and waves the Aussie flag whenever 
he wins throughout the world. 

It is not very often that we see so 
much patriotism displayed in an 
individual sport. Pat Rafter received so 
much attention (and deservedly so) 
when he won his second US Open; he 
even received a message from the 
Prime Minister of Australia. 

But what of the five time world 
champion? Zilch. Nothing. 

Despite his tremendous success, 
Doohan admits he too is on the 
receiving end of the famous 
Australian disease called 'tall poppy 
syndrome'; where once you've made 
it to the top, there are plenty of people 
seemingly looking for the opportunity 
to cut you down. It's something that 
the other great rider of modem times 
Wayne Gardner endured, and it's 
something the five-times world 
champion also has to go through. 

After all, you don’t make it to the 
top of your profession without a 
determination and will that mere 
mortals simply don't possess. 

Andy O’Brien, Australia 
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A preview of the infrastructure of the 13th ASIAN GAMES 
to be held at Bangkok next month 
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HOPES OF UNITY 


There is talk between 
FIDE and Garry 
Kasparov to merge the 

two World 
Championships 


BY ANIEK PAIJI, 


I N the aftermath of the 33rd 
World Chess Olympiad, therefs 
mounting speculation that FIDE, 
the world chess federation, 
might agree to integrate its world 
championship with that of the world's 
strongest player, Gan^y Kasparov. 

Kasparov has refused to play in the 
FIDE World Championship 
knock-out tournament to be held in 
Las Vegas in January '99. His refusal 
was for the same reason he did not 
play in Groningen/Lausanne '97-98: 
his sticking point is his loyalty to 
'classical chess'. The knock-outs, in 
his opinion caimot determine the best 
player. 

Ihere are speculations that FIDE 
might agree to the good old idea of a 
re-union match between the FIDE 
chamidon and Ka^arov. The idea has 
recently been introduced by Bessel 
Kok, the Chairman of Eurotel (Czech 
Republic Telecom Company) who 
earher on, was an influential flgure in 
the chess world. 

His active role in the management 
of the Grandmasters' Association 
(GMA) brought him into the limelight 
some eight years ago, but ever since he 
had a disagreement with Kasparov and 
with the disappearance of the GMA. 
he has not been actively involved in 
chess. Yet he is still considered to be a 
man who can deiivet the goods. 

The offerfrom Mr Kok includes the 
setting up of a body of the famous 
from the world both commerce and 
entertainment Who will govern the 
match, with Kasparov and FIDE also 
H^.belnfallotted one member each, the < 


proposal involves the match being 
played in the sectmd-haE ctf 1999, 
between Garry Kasparov ai the . 
reigning world champion and the 
winner of FIDE's Las Vegas world 
championship as the challenger. 

It’s believed that the Kok group 
would also be providing all of the 
organisational expenses for this 
high-profile match plus the $3 milUon 
prize-money, out of which, $2million 
will go to the wirmer and the rest to 
the loser. Mr Kok also indicated that 
he would not be using the proposed 
match as a vehicle for any personal 
aspirations in the chess world. 

Kasparov seems quite interested. 

He said, "I believe that the proposal 
has great merit and I will study all 
aspects of it as they unfold. I take the 
defense of my world crown very 
seriously and would like to play an 
appropriate challenger as soon as 
possible. It is no seaet that it is three 
years since my last title defense 
against Vlshy Anand in New York. 
Everybody knows that we talked for 
months to Karpov about a defense in 
1997, without ever getting him to 
agree. 

"I am, as always, ready and willing 
to defend my crown against a worthy 
opponent and I have been ready and 
eager to play for over a year. If the 
Bessel Kok-FIDE alternative goes 
forward positively and depeniUng on 
who wins in Las Vegas, thiscould be 
very good for the challenger, for FIDE, 
for me and for the game of chess." 

It is quite interestbig to note thAt 
Kasparov typically calls it the 'defense' 
of his title. This implies that the knock¬ 
outs to be held in the World Chess 
Championships at Las Vegas will 
ifeten^e no more than a chaUengerl 
I Plans to integrate Kasparov ndth 

the FIDE World Championsbip failed 
in the past for the nmi^e reason that . 
Kasparov would not pfaiy in a 
re-unlflcatioo match unless he was 
given the of the wodd 

duonpion, whichprAotkadly meips if 

retsdnfr the woi]fdiitl<» J 


KtiSfirirny infprnrtlioii.il chess wil! 
hcncfit il thoff.’ IS o iu hcnn'nf 



"J ihat thb has more to do with 

Xlrsan flyoioMhlnov (the Piesident) 
than with PIDS. V he continues to 
pour mUliODS of doUais into the Woild 
Champlotiship thi^ year and plans to 
do so for «»ny years to come, then he 

will say 'no'. U he dods not Intend 
spending three tnlUlon per yoar for 
years to come, toen this iS ah ideal 
solution for him as well as for PIDB/' 

nyumzhmov has recently beep 
re-eleacd the Fresidem of Fll>E for 
four years, and according to the latest 
reports. PIDB has persuaded Anatoly 
Karpov to apee to the terms and 
conditions of the knock-out 
tournament in Las Vegas. 

At the other end of the spectrum, 
Katoarov has had to bury the recently 
founded World Chess Council (WCC) 
and the alternative Woild 
Championship under Its aegis. Anand 
was invited to participate in it, but 
refused saying he was bound by his 
word to FIDE, not to play in any other 
world championship. 

The WCC Wcwld Championship 
staned with a match betwem 
Kasparov's protege Vladmir Kramnik 
and Alexey Shirov in July. Shirov 
won the match and eam^ the right to 
duUenge Kasparov, but the Onal 
between Kasparov and Shirov, 
scheduled for October, did not take 
place for want of sponsorship. 

Of late, Kasparov has had immense 
difBculties raldng money (or his 
self-styled world champfot^fopt- 
FIDE too had difficulties between 
1993-6 funding a world 
championship without Kasparov (or 
want of profc^nal recognition. But 
since the induction of Qyumzhinov in 
'96, millions of dollars have been 
pumped into chess and Kasparov's 
induslon ceased to be a nece«nty. 

His return will possibly mean the 
end of the knock-out woild 
chanq)ionships, which proved itscE as 
a more viaMe alternative to the 
classical format. But most 
importantly, Km^wtov^s induslon 
will mean ^itioal rivalry to 
Eyumzhlnov from within FIDE, 
whlch^ In u ffitdihood, the sel(-st)^ 
President, now enjoying a free nuv 
will not wtthngly hudte. 



WORLD OF TENNIS 


O NE ot the leisure faalities 
at a lunar hotel that 
Hilton International plans to 
build on the surface of the 
Moon: 20 to 30 tennis courts. 

N on-human who has his 
own stadium pass with 
name and ID photo at the 
French Open: Roland, 

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario's 
Yorkshire terrier. 


TENNIS 

INDEX 


i 



W HAT Thomas Muster 
did when he walked 
past opponent Felix Mantilla 
during a changeover at the 
1998 Italian Open: He took 
the banana that Mantilla was 
eating out of his hand and 
proceeded to eat it himself. 

W HAT Venus Williams, 
who lost in the 
quarter-finals to Martina 
Hingis, had earlier predicted 
, would be her biggest obstacle 
\ at the 1998 French Open: 

^•'Speaking French.” 
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R eason club members at 
the RAF Hilton are 
infuriated with British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair: Blair 
takes three courts but uses 
only the middle one while 
keeping the others empty for 
security reasons. 


W HAT Nike Chairman 
Phil Knight—^who has 
pledged to curtail child labour 
at his factories in China, 
Vietnam and Indonesia— 
acknowledged the Nike 
product has become 
synonymous with: "Slave 
wages, forced overtime and 
arbitrary abus^.” 

R eason Marcelo Rios 
calls his trainerv Manuel 
Astorga, "Big Head”: 
"Because he thinks he knows 
everything." 


♦ 







TATHAT the late Karolj 
VV Seles, for years a 
cartoonist m Yugoslavia, used 
to repeat before he learned to 
speak English "Love 
America, love Amenca, free 
to do anything " 

N umber of times that 
Chns Evert reached the 
semi-finals or better in 18 
Wimbledon appearances 17 

P ERSONAGE who bumped 
worldNo 1 Martina Hmgis 
out of the Presidential Suite 
she originally reserved at the 
Intercontinental Hotel in 
Berlu^dunng the German 
Open President Bill Clinton 

T he cause of most tennis 
racket wear and tear and 
the main determinant of the 
frame's life expectancy 
Restnnging (not continuous 
hitting) 

A ge at which Anna 
Kournikova last cut her 
hair 7 

W HOM Venus Williams 
named as her favourite 
player Herself 

G roup of people, besides 
the players, who are 
required to run, stretch and 
do sit-ups before matches at 
the French Open The 
ballboys and ballgirls 

W HAT Michael Chang 
did after hif upset lo«:s 
to Spain's Franasco Clavet at 
the 1998 French Open He 
waited for the ballboys and 
ballgirls to finish collecting 
their balls, and he then 
thanked each one 
individually for working his 
match. 


photographs COIORSPORT 




N umber of orher Grand 
Slam tournaments that 
the last five French Open 
men's singles champions 
have won- 0 


P LAYER whom Serena says 
she "really thinks" she 
can beat 39-year-old John 
McEnroe, her childhood idol 

W ON-lost record of 
Julian Alonso, a 
promising 20-Year-old 
Spanish player, since he 
started romancing Martina 
Hingis in March 1-10 

Compiled by Paul Fein 
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ANALYSIS 


UNDER THE SCANNER 

The ICC has cast doubts about the legitimacy of HARBHAJAN SINGH'S 
bowling action. The young lad's future seems to be in jeopardy 


M uttiah 

MURALIDHARAN. 
Rajesh Chauhan, 
Kumara Dharmasena 
and now Harbhajan Singh The list ol 
otf-spinners coming under the 
scanner of the International Cricket 
Council's (ICC) Match Referees seem 
to increase by the day 
While three Match Referees 
—South Africa's Peter Van Der 
Merwe, Sri Lanka s Ranjan Madugalle 
and Talat Ali of Pakistan—had cast 
doubts over the legitimacy of 
Harbhajan's action, the ICC's panel on 
illegal deliveries was quick to nail the 
18-year-old offie 

Van der Merwe was Match Referee 
during his debut Test against Australia 
in Bangalore while Madugalle had 
seen him in action against Bangladesh 
in Mumbai during the Coca Cola 
tri-series last May It is therefore, 
evident that both had drawn their 
conclusions after watching him bowl 
in just one match 

But what IS amazing is that none of 
the umpires have 'called' him during 
his brief career at the international 
level And It IS the umpires who are 
supposed to be the solejudge of 
deciding whether a bowler is 
throwing or not 

Law 24 2 on Fair Delivery (the arm) 
reads "For a delivery to be fair, the 
ball must be bowled, not thrown If 
either umpire is not entirely satisfied 
with the absolute fairness of a delivery 
m this respect, he shall call and signal 
'no ball instantly upon delivery 
Though ICC president Jagmohan 
Dalmiya maintains that the Match 
Referees did consult the umpires, the 


Hariihalan Singh (ncond from laft) picturad 
With Srinath (axlrama laft), Ajfl Agancar and 
Dabaihith Mohanty at tha picturaaqun Victo¬ 
ria Falls in Zimbabwo 
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role of the men in white coats 
remains surpnsing. 

The BCCI's consultant Bob 
Simpson, who is also on the ICC's 
illegal deliveries panel, never cast 
doubts over Harbhajan's action 
during the team's conditioning camp 
in Chennai recently. Rather, the 
youngster and the team management 


came to know about the episode only 
when he was ommitted from the Wills 
International Cup squad. At least, a 
man of Simpson's stature, who had 
watched him closely at the nets, 
should have cautioned him in case he 
noticed something illegal. 

There have also been words of 
comfort from the Zimbabweans, 


KAMAL lUlKA 




against whom Harbhajan played for 
the last time some time ago. "It's all a 
matter of opinion, yes, but our guys 
didn't find anything wrong with his 
action...Somc people have obviously 
had doubts, but we faced him only 
recently," says Alistair Campbell. 

"He's certainly a lot better than 
some of the other bowlers on the 
circuit. Maybe, his action violates the 
ICC norms for a particular delivery 
(say, for instance, the straighter 
delivery, in his case)," adds an 
international panel umpire, who 
preferred anonymity. 

"There is nothing wrong with his 
action. If there is any rectification 
needed...he has to come side on and 
be a little closer to the wicket," opines 
Bishan Bedi. 

Words of advice have also been 
forthcoming. Erapalli Prasanna, who 
had helped Chauhan out of the crisis, 
has offered full support. Siinivas 
Venkataraghavan is also at hand if 
needed. 

Says Prasanna: "I've seen 
Harbhajan Not much appeared to be 
wrong with him. Maybe what he 
needs is some finer adjustments. But I 
have to study his action in 
slow-motion replay, sometimes even 
frame by frame, to detect any fault." 

Prasanna sounds a note of caution 
for the Punjab lad, having seen from 
very close quarters the ignominy and 
mental torture Chauhan had to 
undergo. "He has to be mentally 
tough. After all, it is a stigma of sorts. 
He should not let snide remarks upset 
him." 

Harbhajan, however, has remained 
unperturbed by all the controversy. 
"I'm confident of making a quick 
comeback as my action is clean. No 
umpire has ever doubted it, nor 
obviously have I myself ever had any 
misgivings," he maintains. 

The next few months will be tough 
for Harbhajan. He will have to go 
through the corrective measures once 
the ICC names his guide. He has often 
bowled with a maturity beyond his 
years at the international level. Now it 
will be another process of proving his 
mettle. 

Indranil Maiumdar 








ERS ON AUEN SOIL 


O VER five decades, through 
years of remarkably 
inconsistent cricket, the 
Indian team had earned 
for themselves the unenviable tag of 
'tigers at home, rabbits abroad.' 

And just at a time when the 
Bradmanesque exploits of one Sachin 
Tendulkar promised to wipe away 
such an inglorious reputation. 


That's what India 
has been in 
their six decades of 
Test cricket 


BYAMIIAVADASGUPTA 


Strang, their other accomplished 
bowler, was out with injury. 

By the Indians' own admission, 
there was no demon in the pitch. The 
bowlers did their job, leaving the 
batsmen a target of 235 in almost 11 
hours. And what do we get from our 
celebrated batsmen? A pathetic, 
unplanned and unimaginative display 
lasting all of four hours and 56 overs. 







Mohammed Azharuddin's men have 
done it again. The 61 -run humiliation 
in the one-off Test against Zimbabwe 
at Harare last month reconfirmed the 
theory that Indians are, indeed, poor 
performers on alien sdil. 

Taking nothing away from Alistair 
Campbell's team, it has to be said that 
India had no business losing the 
Harare Test. In Sachin, A/haruddin, 
Sourav Ganguly, Rahul Dravid and 
Navjyot Sidhu, India boasted of a 
powerful batting line-up. 

The bowHng arsenal had enough 
firepower, too, with Jawagal Srinath 


The victors take it all The Zimbabwean 
team after only their second victory in 31 
Tests. They defeated India by 61 tuns to 
make this possible 


and Anil Kumble being established 
matchwinners, and youngsters Ajit 
Agarkar and Harbhajan Singh 
providing the back-up. Quite a 
formidable bunch that, compared to 
the resources Zimbabwe could 
muster. Heath Streak, their 
fast-bowling spearhead, is no Allan 
Donald for sure. And leg-spinner Paul 


gifting Zimbabwe only their 
second-ever Test victory, with over a 
day to^pare. 

Just six months ago, A/har's men 
were celebrating a famous series 
victory over world champions 
Australia. True, that was achieved at 
home, but the degree of domination 
Sachin & Co. exercised over the 
redoubtable Shane Warne, led the 
world to believe that Indian cricket 
was on the threshold of a majestic era. 
It was impossible to fathom in March 
that such a talented and motivated 
team would come crashing down so 









soon—that, too, against a lightweight 
opposition like Zimbabwe. 

Tests abroad have been surrendered 
by tne aozen. une has to look back no 
more than 19 months to relive the 
embarrassment of Barbados. 
Requiring 120 for victory in the third 
Test on a pitch of variable bounce, 
India crashed to 81 all out with 
Vangipuram Laxman and Mr Extras 
being the only two double-digit 
42 


contributors. 

Not only would victory at Barbados 
have been a landmark achievement 
for India —only the second series 
victory in the West Indies— Sachin's 
first stint as captain could also have 
lasted longer. 

Sachin was again at the helm when 
the Durban Disaster happened two 
seasons ago. After restricting South 
Africa to 235, India fell for 100 and 


after knocking up a 400-plus score in 
the first innings. This happened in the 
second Test of the 1977-78 series at 
Perth. Bishan Bedi's men scored 402 
but then failed to defend a 338-run 
overall lead as Bi|?bby Simpson's team 
carved out 9 two-wicket viaory. 

No less embarrassing was the 
innings-and-33-run rout against New 
Zealand in the Wellington Test of the 
1975-76 series. 114 was what the 
Indians had to get, to make the Kiwis 








































bat a second time, but the one-man 
army Richard Hadlee allowed them 
no more than 81. 

The list is endless. We have, after all, 
lost as many as 66 of the 150 Tests 
played abroad so far (compared to 38 
defeats in 169 home Tests). And 
during the current decade, which was 
ushered in by the cricket Board with 
Azharuddin's much-publicised 'Team 
of the Nineties,' we have one victory 


home,' 'the itinerary was such that we 
didn't have enough time to adapt to 
those conditions.' 

There is no denying the fact that an 
abundance of docile, 
batsmen-friendly pitches in our 
domestic tournaments nurture a 
breed of cricketers who develop a false 
sense of security vis-a-vis their 
performance level. In seven cases out 
of 10, these 'over-achievers' get 


While we wait for that renaissance to 
materialise, it'll perhaps be prudent to 
go deeper into this serious problem 
that afflias our No. 1 sport. 

Technical deficiencies can still be 
rectified with extra hours at the nets. 
It's the other 'malady' which hurts 
Indian teams' winning chances 
abroad —the lack of mental 
toughness. When we play on foreign 
soil, most of our cricketers believe that 


HIOTOGRAPHS KAMALJULKA 



Mohammed Azhariiddin introduces President Mugabe to Sachin Tendulkar as Srinath and Kunible look on 


and 12 losses in 34 overseas outings as 
against 15 triumphs and three defeats 
in 24 home Tests (see accompanying 
box). Depressing stats for a nation 
which has been playing Test cricket 
for the last 66 years. ‘ 

Pointing a finger at conditional 
differences has been the pet excuse of 
most losing captains and managers. 
The moment Indian cricket teams 
return home from disastrous tours, 
the country reverberates with 
statements like 'wickets we played on 
were a lot different than the ones at 


exposed as soon as they are thrown 
into the international arena. 

Take Vikram Rathore, for example. 
Season after season, the Punjab 
opener has been scoring with a 
Gavaskar-like consistency in domestic 
cricket, but put him in front of a 
Donald, a Gough or a McGrath, and 
you would wish you never saw him 
bat againi 

The maestros have been crying 
themselves hoarse calling for a 
modification in the domestic system 
—not only in the nature of wickets but 
also, in the basic struaure as well. 


we can't win. The odd player may not 
be overcome by such a negative and 
defeatist attitude, but more often than 
not, his lone gutsy effort falls well 
short of what is needed to overcome a 
united opposition. How else can one 
explain the Harare debacle? But for 
Rahul Dravid and, to some extent, 
Sourav Ganguly, no one else showed 
the heart to fight it out. 

Just as a Bob Simpson and an 
Andrew Kokinos are essential to prop 
up the Indian team technically and 
physically, it's time we sought the 
services of a psychologist, too. 
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ANALYSIS 


OF SIXES 
& EIGHTS 

New unofficial innovations in the one-day game 
might transform it in the next miltenium 


G o for the aenal route in the 
first fifteen overs 
Accumulate one's and 
two's in the next twenty 
five And finally, have a slog m the last 
ten Well, even a kid knows what 
formula we are talking about Yes, it's 
the formula that most sides adopt in a 
one-day international match The 


pattern has become too much of a 
stereotype 

One-day cricket desperately 
required some changes As usual, 
Australia, the land of Kerry Packer, 
the brain behind today's pyjama 

TIm spaetacular Hon9 Kong crickat atadlam 
wbara iba Swat toumamant was haM 


cncket, were the first to come off the 
blocks A game called one-day 
quarters was tested tn 1994 Hfty 
overs were split into two twenty five 
over innings for each side Sadly, the 
expenment flopped 

Then amved Greg Chappell He was 
also concerned about cncket's 
decluimg populanty In Australia 
Greg, therefore, evolved Super Eight, 
a completely new ball game The laws 
are truly novel Equally fasanatmg is 
the game to the spectators It takes 112 
minutes for a game to fmish, which is 
just ideal for the speed-loving modem 
era 

The first Super Eight game was 
played at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia m 
1996 After havmg incorporated some 
rules, the game wears a pretty 
prosperous look in 1998 India, 
Australia, New’Zealand, South Africa 
and Pakistan all battled hard in this 
year s tournament, played on 
natural turf for the first time The 
intensity of the competition revealed 
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that the cricketers were really 
enjoying this new game. New Zealand 
were the eventual winners with a two 
wicket win over Australia in the final. 

Let's take a look at some of its 
innovative laws: Each team comprises 
eight cricketers. They can bat a 
maximum of fourteen overs each. 
There is a rectangular area marked in 
white in front of the sightscreen at 
each end of the wicket. It's known as 
the 'Max Zone'. Runs are doubled 


There is a rectangular 
area marked in white in 
front of the sightscreen at 
each end of the wicket. 
It's known as the 'Max 
Zone'. Runs are doubled 
whenever a ball travels 
through or over or into the 
'Max Zone' 


whenever a ball travels through or 
over or into the 'Max Zone'. 

There is a funny no-ball rule. The 
very next ball following a no-ball is a 
free-hit bail for a batsman. He can 
only run himself out in that ball. In the 
first years, a batsman had to retire 
after having reached 50 or more. 
Subsequently, that rule has been done 
away with. 

Across the Tasman sea, the cricket 
craze was diminishing in New 
Zealand. Like Greg Chappell, Martin 
Crowe, the ex-stalwart of Kiwi 
cricket, felt that the demands of a busy 
lifestyle was one of the major faaors 
behind cricket's dtvindling 
popularity. 

In 1995, Martin Crowe devised 
'Cricket Max'. At Cornwall Park, 
Auckland, the first Cricket Max match 
was played before an expeaant 
CTOwd. And they loved it. It prompted 
SKY TV and the New Zealand cricket 
board to launch a Cricket Max 
competition amongst the national 
provinces during the 96-97 season. 
The competition was a grand success. 
Later, there was a match between 
Max Blacks (Kiwis) and English Lions 
(Pommies). They played three 


Rahul Shanm of Hmg Koiiotecw m te hm Har¬ 
vey of Amlralia darini tiwW Hengkoag Sixes 

international matches between 
themselves. And having received an 
overwhelming response, the Kiwis 
are planning to hold a Cricket Max 
World Cup in 1999. 

Matches are played mostly in the 
small rugby grounds, on artificial 
pitches. Shorter boundaries ensures a 
flurry of big shots and the 31/2 hour 
extravaganza often turns into a 
cliff-hanger. 

Finally, we have the Hong Kong 
Sixes. It started in 1992, and it was 
designed primarily to promote cricket 
in East Asia. Kowloon Cricket Club's 
indoor stadium used to be the old 
venue. Now, the tournament has 
shifted to the open-air Hong Kong 
Stadium in 1996 to accommodate 
more spectators. This is clear proof 
that the game is growing in popularity. 


Played on a sand-based fibre-glass 
surface, this six-a-side cricket is 
extremely popular among the 
international cricketers. Each side 
bats for five overs. Everyone, save the 
wicket-keeper, has to bowl an over. A 
batsman has to retire when he reaches 
31 or more. He can come back, only if 
his side loses all wickets. A side is 
bowled out when all six batsmen get 
out. Here too, due to short 
boundaries, lots of balls disappear into 
the stands, much to the delight of the 
aowd. 

The obvious question is this: Are we 
seeing a glimpse of cricket as it will be 
played in the next milleiiium? Well, 
if Kerry Packer's night cricket changed 
the way cricket was played for the 
next two decades, who knows, ff these 
innovations are adopted officially, 
cricket might become totally 
unrecognisable in the next century. 
Chinmoy Roy 
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'SHOOUNG IS AN 

INTERESTING SPORT 
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um ROOPA UNNIKRIS 
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ROOPA UNNIKRISHNAN is pretty, 
bright- eyed and has a patrician taste 
Her interest in music ranges from 
Mantovani to Mo/art and in films 
from De Niro to Kieslowski She is a 
Rhodes scholar, studying 
Management at Oxford The Rhodes 
scholarship is given for academic 
excellence along with prowess in any 
onesTiort Roopa won the gold for 
India in the individual Sport Rifle 
Prone for Women at the 
Commonwealth Games held at Kuala 
Lumpur recently 
Here are excerpts from the 
interview done at the Games Village 

When did you take to shooting as 
a sport? 

1 started in 1985 and I was thirteen 
then Basically, I got started because 
my father is in the police and he was 
going to one of those inspection camps 
where 1 got to see these guns There 
was a police competition and I just sort 
of thought 'now this is interesting So 
1 got started, went to the state meet 
and within a year 1 was already getting 
a silver at the Nationals In three years 
time I was m the Indian team 

When did the Rhodes scholarship 
happen? 

The R|)<^es scholarship happened 
three years ago—one of the high 
poirtsipmy life, yes 

At t »c College I went to, the 
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Rhodes scholarship was looked 
upon as the ultimate... 

Actually, my father always had this 
idea He would tell us there are these 
opportunities out there One of the 
things that he mentioned to me when 
I was 14 or 15 was that 'you keep 
doing well at studies and keep 
shooting, you might be able to go to 
Oxford' And for that, he said, there 
was a Rhodes scholarship So it was 


floating somewhere at the back of my 
mind I don't know if people really 
appreciate what it takes really because 
many find it impressive and so don't 
apply, on the other hand, there are too 
many people vvlio don't know that it 
exists 

They must be ignorant... 

It IS strangely a generational thing 
Because all my father's fnends say it is 






% fantastic while some of my friends 
came and said, 'so how do you spell 
the thing—^Roads.' 

What college were you In? 

I was in Women's Christian College in 
Chennai. I did my Bachelor's there. 


And then this happened? 

I had my silver medal in the 



Commonwealth Games before the 
Rhodes scholarship four years ago. So 
I had decided that this had to come by 
at some point of time. I had decided on 
a different colour. I didn't want a 
silver again. So I took the gold this 
time. 

What would be the one Impulse 
you think that has led to the gold 
here? 


I think the impulse to do better. That is 
all 1 ever thought of. Because it is not a 
question of setting out to get a gold in 
the Commonwealth Games. That can 
be a self-defeating sort of an idea. I said 
to myself, 'I have to have a much 
better score than 1 had been getting.' 
We were used to losing by a point or 
two. So the thing to do was to get ten 
more points as my father would say. 
Don't cry, get ten more points and 
they can't possibly deny you the top 
position.' So that is what I did. 

For the past three years 1 have been 
shooting for both the county and my 
university. And we had a lot of 
matches—at least twice a month. And 
everytime 1 would see that the more 
time I spent in thinking about the 
matches, I saw my performance 
improving. 

In fact, just before 1 got into the 
flight to come to Kuala Lumpur I had a 
little bit of trouble getting my 
ammunition in because some airlines 
have a problem carrying it and the 
person with me turned around to the 
lady and said, 'This girl will be getting 
a gold.' I just raised my eyebrows, 
'Gosh! Everybody has that tonfidence 
in me. Why can't 1 do it'. 

After you won the gold, did you 
speak to your father? 

Oh yes indeed, he was the first person 
1 spoke to. I would love it if T could go 
to India and just hug my father and 
mother. But I have to graduate on the 
fifth of October. 

And where is home? 

ffome is in Chennai. 

But you hail from Kerala; which 
part of Kerala are you from? 

Cannanore. I am largely a Malayali. 

But I have been born and brought up 
in Chennai. 

You said you are graduating on 
the 5th of October. So what next? 

I've got a job in New York. They have 
been flexible about my joining. So I 
think I will join after the Asian Games. 
So I will get back home towards the 
end of October and practise for the 


Asian Games. After the Asian Games, I 
will go on to New York. 

I What is the >ob about? 

It is to be a Management Consultant 
with a company called 'Mitchell 
Madison'". 

Would it give you time to 
participate here? 

Aaually, during our interview 
process, I made it very clear to them 
that shooting was an important part of 
my whole personality. And they 
seemed to consider that an advantage 
which was really good because too 
many employers focus on just the 
work. But they were supportive. 

Three times a week, if 1 can focus and 
practise which is what I did 
throughout my years at Oxford, that is 
what you need. Sure, the perfect thing 
would be eight hours every day seven 
days a week. But the regimen that I 
have followed will allow me to do well. 

Roopa, you say shooting is part of 
your personality. Would you 
explain that? 

Shooting is not a conventional team 
sport. You are not sitting there being 
gregarious. You are actually at the 
lane. You are concentrating; you are 
focussing on getting a perfect score. 
That is what it brings out my 
personality—the ability to 
concentrate for long periods of time, 
not be distracted and try for 
perfection, I suppose. 

Did your father contribute in your 
taking to shooting in a big way as a 
sport? 

I suppose yes. But I shot because I 
wanted to. It is an interesting sport; 
something that is un-convcntional. 

That is what really attracted me to it. 

But my mother said that when she 
was pregnant with me, she took part 
in a State meet and won in Rifle 
ShiHiting. She still represents Tamil 
Nadu state in Pistol shooting. She 
insists It is her gilt and I suppose it is. It 
all runs in the family. 

Shades of the 'Mahabharata'. 

(Giggles...laughs and says,) 'Absolutely'. 
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CAKEWALK 

Bangladesh easily defeated Malaysia to win 
the ACC Trophy at Kathmandu 


BY ANIRBAN SIRCAR, 
KATHMANDU _ 

B angladesh easily 

asserted their supremacy 
over Asia's cricketing 
minnows, Malaysia and 
thus retained the Pepsi ACC Trophy 
held at Kathmandu, Nepal. 

Surprise finalists Malaysia were 
clearly inspired by an impromptu visit 
to their camp by none other than the 
nation's Prince, Tuanku Imran Jafaar, 
who is also the president of the 
Malaysian Cricket Association. But 

llw victoriwt Bangiadach taam gating outai- 
dalhairhoial 


that was not enough. The defending 
ICC Trophy champions easily 
disposed off the Tamil-dominated 
Malaysian team by eight wickets with 
over 28 overs to spare at the 
picturesque Tribhuvan University 
Ground at the south-western fringe of 
Kathmandu city. 

Newly crowntd skipper Aminul 
Islam led from the front with both ball 
and bat and rightly deserved the 
man-of-the-series award. Bangladesh 
now qualify to join defending 
champions Sri Lanka, four-time 
champions India and Pakistan in the 
seventh Asia Cup to be held at Dhaka, 
next year. 

The second Pepsi ACC Trophy 
served as the curtain raiser for 



"We are About Four 


says Bangladesh skipper 
AMINUL ISLAM 

NEWLY duisteaed Baagladesb 
skipper, Aminul Islam, nicknamed 
'Bulbul', isao songbird. He is a 
gutsy Ggbter with , 

self-effacing marmerisms. The 
31-year-old all-rounder recently 
tied the knot following which he 
took his wife to Kathmandu. 
Aminul arrived at the Nepalese 
capital with Bangladesh under 
pressure to qualify for the Asia 
Cup. The skipper exuded 
confidence in this interview, just i 
prior to the ACC Trophy Gnal 
Aminul has appeared in 21 
limited-ovir internationals scoring 
498 runs at a decentjiverage of 
31.12 with2Sfties. Hehasalso 
taken 3 wickets. He was adjudged 
the best adder of the 1997ICC 
Trophy. 


How does it feel to be the 
captain of Bangladesh for the 
first time? 

I am very happy personally and 
with the new team that I have got. 
Some of the guys are only 22 years 
old and very talented. Neither am I 
nervous at assuming the role of 
captaincy, nor is this a new job for 
me, because I have skippered 
Mohammedan Sporting Club in 
the Dhaka League for five years 
now. But, leading the country is a 
great achievement and honour for 
me and 1 will fulfil my duties as far 
as I can. 

How important will it be for 
Bangladesh to win the ACC 
Trophy? 

The ACC Trophy is a very 
important tournament for us 
because of two reasons. Fintiy, it 
gives us the ticket to qualify for the 
next Asia Cup and secondly 
because it will be held in our 
country next year (March 20*Aprli 





Years From Beating The Big Guns" 



3). So, there Is Indeed some 
pressure oirus to achieve our goal. 

1 think we have played well 
considering the state of the wickets 
hete. But the opening bowlers have 
been quite erratic at times, 
otherwise everything else is fine. 

What went wrong after 
Bangladesh won the 1997 ICC 
Trophy to qualify for next 
year's World Cup and 
subsequently alro got one-day 
International status? 

I think we were low on confidence. 
We were losing one match after the 
other and it was very obvious that 
aher our triumph in the ICC 
Trophy we were up against strong 
sides like India and Pakistan in the 
Asia Cup and the Independence 
Cup in Dhaka. We also played 
against world champions Sri 
Lanka in the Asia Cup. 

Late last year,we also went down 
to New Zealand to play four-day 
games in which we had no 
previous experience. So, while we 
have played against some top sides 
in good touraments, we could not 
perform that well. As a result, the 
morale of the whole team was 
shattered. Also, there were too 
many changes during that period. 
But the main problem was that we 
had no confidence. 

How do you view this 
contlnu^ chop and change 
attitude of the Bangladesh 
selectors, coiueldertng that as 
many as seven changes were 
effected after your success In 
Uie ICC Trophy In 1997? 

Firstly, one must understand that 
winning the ICC Trophy was the 
most imponant achievement in 
the history of Bangladesh cricket, 
maybe even in Bangladesh's short 
sporting history. Yes, there were as 
many as seven changes from that 
squad for the Asia Cup in Sri 
Lanka, but I believet^t tv^ 


players had to be automatically 
eliminated from the sixteen-man 
ICC squad, to qualify for the 
14-member Asia Cup squad. 

Then, Mohammed Rahque was 
iirjured. I remember reading in the 
newspapers while playing league 
cricket in England that seven 
changes had been made in spite of 
Bangladesh winning such an 
important tournament. In fact, a 
close friend of mine, who also 
happens to be a friend of Sunny 
Gavaskar's asked me whether I 
myself was in the squad. But I 
made it even though 1 was worried 
at the time about losing my place. 
In my opinion the team should not 
have been changed in that period. 

Who axe the best young talents 
In your side? 

I think, guys like 22-year-old pace 
bowler Hasibui Hussain and our 
wicket-keeper Khaled Mashud, 
who is still only 23 and 
vice-captain Khaled Mahmud are 
the brightest and best young 
talents around. Back home, we 


also have a few young players like 
Ridwan and Mustafique. Another 
very good cncketer is Shajid Ali 
Shipon. He has got a very pure 
technique. There are some good 
talents in the team and I am quite 
sure that they will perform really 
well in the near future. 

Are you happy with the 
management of Bangladesh 
cricket or would you like to see 
some changes come through? 

I think everything is in a good 
position at the moment, but we are 
still in a mish-mash state. To get us 
out of this hole we need to struie^e 
somewhat. 

When you talk of such strong 
outfits as India and Pakistan, 
how long do you think it will 
take Bangladesh to beat them? 

It could take one week or maybe 
seven years, but honestly we could 
be about three to four years away 
from beating them consistently in 
all departments of the game. 

Interviewed by 
Anirban Sircar, Kathmandu 
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Young Bongladaohi fan* axprass tbair viowt 
aftar thair loam't win in tha ACC Trophy 


international cnckct in Nepal In fact, 
for the first time, cricket of any sort 
was broadcast live internationally 
from the tourism-dependent country 
Four grounds in the Kathmandu 
Valley, all with mountains in the 
background, were used Eight nations 

so 


took part Fiji and Brunei withdrew 
for various reasons 
The tournament had a wet start as 
heavy rams inundated all the 
grounds All four matches on the 
opening day were washed out, and 
doubts began to surface about 
whether it was the right time to hold 
the event However, dedicated efforts 
by the groundsmen put the ACC 
Trophy back on the right track 


A lata aftaraoon tcana during tha aamt final bat* 
waan Hong Kong and Malaysia at tha Tribhu- 
van Univoraity ground 

Through the efforts of Indian 
curators Prem Chand Sharma of 
Faridabad and Mohammad Ah of 
Delhi, the ACC Trophy was played for 
the first time on natural turf wickets 
Though one must admit that the 
wickets were under-prepared owing 
to adverse weather conditions during 
the preparatory stages To make 
things worse, some of the tracks were 
not even covered overnight and 
forced cancellation or delay of 
matches Overall, the pitches were not 
conducive to batting as the ball often 
kept woefully low 

There were some interesting 
scores The all-indigenous Japanese 
team were bowled out for only 18 
runs in 20 2 overs m their match 
against Hong K6ng The latter, in turn, 
blasted off the required runs in 2 3 
overs The entire match was over in 75 
minutes 

The United Arab Emirates then 
defied all logic by amassing a score of 
364 for 4 in 45 overs against lowly 
Thailand Skipper and opener Saeed 
A1 Saffar benefiting from a dozen 
dropped chances, remained not out 
on 209 He followed this herculean 
effort with four wickets to help his 
side register a massive 292- run victory 

Yet another all-ethnic Papua New 
Guinea squad left without playing 
their last group match versus the 
Maldives because they did not want to 
nsk missing their one and only flight 
home in a week This made sense 
since they had no hopes of reaching 
the semi finals 

There is no doubt that cricket has a 
bright future in Nepal, which is an 
associate member of the ICC and a full 
member of the ACC The influence 
from a large cricket-crazy nation in 
India just next door and the surfeit of 
international cricket on cable 
television has played a good hand in 
popularising this^port among the 
locals, who mostly follow football 

Crowds of up to 4,000 turned up to 
see their home team compete in the 
ACC Trophy Even the final featuring 
neutral nations was attended by 2,000 
enthusiastic spectators 0 
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Paat and Bhupathi will lead tba Indian cballanga in tannit 


mature tennis player in the four years 
that have passed since that Hiroshima 
fortnight. Enjoying his first decent 
'run' as a top-100 singles player, Pacs 
is aware that no Japanese, no South 
Korean or a Chinese figure in the 
top-250 of the ATP Tour rankings. On 
paper, at least, there is none to deny 
him the coveted individual gold. The 
fact that he unexpeaedly came a 
cropper in the singles semis four years 
ago, plus his legendary knack of 
excelling while donning the country's 
colours, should be enough to give his 
challengers sleepless nights. 

The doubles gold is also a sure bet. 
The only ones the world No. 3 team of 
Paes and Bhupathi need to be scared 
of are themselves. In other words, 
they just need to guard against 
complacency. The team gold, too, 
shouldn't be a problem what with 
Paes himself involved injsingies 
and the doubles. At the Asian level. 


HOFHG FOR A DECENT 
PERIORMANCE 


That'S India's wish for 
next month's Asian Games 


TENNIS 


I T'S the athletes who make all the 
noises prior to every Asian Games. 
They form the bulk of the Indian 
contingent and every Tom, Dick and 
Harry promises gold medals—or at 
least a silver—before leaving Indian 
shores. By the end of the Games 
fortnight, though, our big-talkfng 
track and field 'performers' are busy 
hiding themselves as they return 
home with loads of extra baggage 
rather than the promised medals. 

Four years ago at Hiroshima, for 
example, all that the athletes could 
muster was a silver and two bronze 
medals. The country's four golds came 
via tennis (two), shooting and 
kabaddi. It promises to be no diffemt 


at Bangkok this time. Along with 
billiards and shooting, tennis looks to 
be India's most potential 'golden' 
disciplines. None more so than tennis, 
where Leander Paes and Mahesh 
Bhupathi comprise a lethal twosome. 

Of the three tennis golds on offer, 
India picked up two in the 1994 
Games. The quartet of Paes, Gaurav 
Natekar, Asif Ismail and Zeeshan All 
topped the team event, while the 
Paes-Natekar combination clinched 
the doubles crovm. Paes missed out on 
the singles gold, stunned by South 
Korean Yoon Young n in the _ 
semi-finals. At Bangkok, it would be a 
major surprise if the Indians miss out 
on a tennis sweep. 

He will have an entirely different set 
of team-members, but Paes himself 
has emerged a stronger and more 


Bhupathi should be more than a 
handful as the second singles man. 
And, if the need arises, the 
much-improved Prahlad Srinath 
looks set to slip into Bhupathi's singles 
shoes. 

Amitava Das Gupta 


ATHLETICS 


I NDIA has performed creditably in 
the earlier editions of the Asian 
Games. The 1990 Beijing Asian 
Games were the first one in which 
Indian athletes came back without a 
gold. Again in 1994 at Hiroshima, 

India returned home without a gold 
medal. 

The July '98 Asian Track and Field 
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MOHAMMAD SHAriO 



Gulali CInnd ia India's bast bat in Iha SOOOm and lO^NMni 


Championships showed some 
promising performances by the Indian 
athletes and this should augur well for 
our prospects In Bangkok. 

P.T. Usha competing in her 5th 
Asiad is once again the cornerstone of 
India's expectations. At Fukuoka in 
July, she helped India win a gold in 
the 4x100m relay, silver in 4x400m 
relay and 2 bronzes in 200m and 
400m. The women's relays will 
definitely be India's best bet at 
Bangkok. With Rachita Mistry 
beating P.T.Usha in domestic meets 
and good support from sprinters like 
Shyla, Saraswati Dey, Vinita Tripathi 
the 4x100m relay will be India's best. 

The 4x400m relay team is also in 
good form with Jyotirmoyee Sikdar, 
Rosa Kutty, Beenamol all clocking 
below 54 seconds. In both the relays, 
even though India will have to 
contend with China, there is hope of 
winning some type of medal. 

In the individual events for women, 
P.T.Usha in the 200m and 400m, 
Jyotirmoyee Sikdar in the 800m and 
1500m, Neelam J, Singh in the discus 
are ail in with a chance to win medals 
for India. At present, ail these athletes 
have not reached peak form, but one 
hopes with regular competitions in 
November they will peak at the right 
time to win medals for India. 

In the men's section, it is the 
throwing events in which India has its 
SZ 


best chances. India had dominated 
shot putting till the 1982 Asian Games 
in New Delhi and one hopes Shakti 
Singh's new national record of 
19.38m at the Mumbai Circuit Meet is 
an indication that he is ready to win a 
gold at the Bangkok Asiad. He will 
have to perform at his best to match 
Qatar's Saad Bilal for the gold. 

In the discus throw. Anil Kumar 
and Ajit Bhaduria will lead India's 
challenge. Anil struck form after a 
long lay off in Mumbai recently and 
Ajit Bhaduria has a lot of experience 
to be in the quest for medals. 

Two of India's most exciting 
performances at Fukuoka came from 
Paramjit Singh in the men's 400m and 
Guiab Chand in the men's 5,000m 
and 10,000m. Both will be up against 
stiff competition at Bangkok and it 
would be great if they can come up 
with medals. 

Paramjeet has to contend with the 
brilliant Sri Lankan Tiliakaratne and 
Guiab Chand will be up against the 
likes of reigning Asian champion 
Takoaka who continues to be in great 
form. However, the competition 
should bring the best out of the two 
and even if they improve upon their 
personal bests, that should be a good 
achievement. 

In assessing India's performances, 
one can only comment that the 
potential seems to be there but the 


athletes need to compete more often 
with the best in the world. Only one 
competition at Fukuoka in July'98 
perhaps is not the right preparation to 
excel. 

Rupinder Singh 


HOCKEY 


F or the first time since hockey 
was introduced in the 1958 
Tokyo Asian Games, arch rivals 
India and Pakistan will be in the same 
group. This has occurred because 
South Korea won the gold medal in 
the 1994 Asian Games at Hiroshima, 
whereas India bagged the silver medal 
and Pakistan the bronze medal. 

Both India and Pakistan should 
easily qualify for the semi-finals of the 
men's hockey cdmpetition. They are 
placed in Group B which is relatively 
easier. Other teams in the group are 
Bangladesh, China, hosts Thailand 
and Hong Kong. News is filtering 
through that due to the floods 
epidemic, Bangladesh will withdraw 
from hockey so the group could have 
just five teams. 

Thailand have been trained for two 
years by former Air India Academy's 
wily coach P. Raphael but still lack the 
skill to really stretch India. Also in 
men's hockey, China and Hong Kong 
should be easy pickings. So the group 
toppers will be either India or 
Pakistan, which could depend on the 
outcome of their clash with each 
other. Goal difference and goals 
scored could also be vital in case the 
clash of the titans, India and Pakistan 
ends in a draw. In such an eventuality, 
Pakistan may have the edge because 
they invariably score more goals than 
India, especially in matches against 
the minnows of hockey. India's best 
bet of topping the group is to edge past 
revamped Pakistan in their league 
match. 

Topping the group is important as 
South Korea is favoured to top Group 
A, with either Malaysia or Japan as 
runners-up. Sri Lanka, Kazakhastan 
and Uzbekistan are the other teams in 
the group. India's recent record in 
major international competitions 
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* against South Korea has been quite 
dismal. So if we come second in our 
group, India is likely to contest for the 
bronze medal. However if we top 
Group B, and take on either Japan or 
Malaysia in the semi- final then India 
could make it to the final of the Asian 
Games hockey competition. 

Novy Kapadia 


FOOTBALL 


A fter the Seoul Asian Games 
in 1986, no Indian football 
team has seen another Asiad 
thanks to the Indian Olympic 
Association denying the All India 
W Football Federation an entry. India 
won the football gold in the inaugural 
Asiad at Delhi in 1951 and repeated 
the aa in 1962 at Jakarta. India's last 
soccer medal at an Asiad was in 1970 
when the team returned from 
Bangkok with a bronze. 

The Indian football squad embarks 
on one more Asiad sojourn with the 
Indian Olympic Association finally 
giving the nod. The uncertainty being 
over, national coach Syed 
Nayeemuddin must now ensure that 
the team gears up to do well. A 
preparatory camp took place at the 
SAI South Centre in Bangalore. 

Earlier, Nayeemuddin was not at all 
happy at the way the footballers were 
treated during the camp. "Only the 
executive director (SAI South Centre) 
showed interest In the camp," he said. 

The cream of Indian football, 
including Baichung Bhutia, Carlton 
Chapman, Raman Vijayan, I.M. 
Vijayan had gathered in Bangalore to 
hone their skills. India are placed in 
Group B along with Oman and Japan, 
who played in the France '98 World 
Cup. While the chances of the Indian 
team appears bleak, with only one 
team qualifying for the second round, 
Nayeemuddin, nevertheless, did not 
appear disheartened. 

Nayeemuddin did lament about the 
fact that the AIFF did not heed his 
advise of beginning the Asian Games 
preparations immediately aftf r the 
national team's success in the 
Kathmandu SAP Championship. 


"People always compare our team 
to those in the World Cup. There is lots 
of planning behind their success. How 
can we achieve success with this sort 
of ill-planning? " questioned 
Nayeemuddin. 

Aishwarya Lakshmi 


MOHAMMAD SHAHO 



Kamam Mallatwari: ona of our boat bolt in 
waighdifling 


WEIGHTLIFTING 


F ive women and two men lifters 
will form the Indian 
weightlifting squad for 
Bangkok. Fora lay person, this might 
be a small team considering that 
Indian women have been doing well. 
The men's team also claimed 13 
medals by seven lifters in the recent 
Commonwealth Games at Kuala 
Lumpur. But there is a big difference 
between the standard in the Asian 
Games and the Commonwealth 
Games. At Bangkok, India may just 
about manage to get two medals btit 
the chance of a gold is far from certain. 

The Indian team was selected on the 
basis of selection trials held in Patiala 
in mid-September. The Indian 
Weightlifting Federation (IWF) took 
into account the performances of the 
last Asian Championship, the 
Hiroshima Asian Games and the latest 
rankings by the International 
Weightlifting Federation. 

But there has been a change in body 
weight categories effective from 1st 
January this year, reducing nine 
categories to seven. Therefore, 2.5 kg 
was either added or reduced to the 
performance by the probables to 
ascertain a medal level performance. 
According to performances at the 


selection trials, only Karnam 
Malleswari is projected as a potential 
gold winner. N. Kunjarani may fight 
for a silver. 

"I think these are the only two 
medals we should hope for," says the 
former heavyweight national 
champion Balbir Singh Bhatia who 
attended the Patiala trials as a 
Government observer, Bhatia, 
however, felt that if N. Lakshmi was in 
training and had not decided to skip 
the trials, "India would have surely 
added one more medal. But I think 
Sanamacha Chanu will make up for 
this by at least winning a bronze." 

At Patiala, Malleswari lifted 227.5 
kg, which is seven kgs better than the 
qualifying mark set by the seleaors. 
Her main rival at Bangkok would be 
China’s Hou Kang Feng, the world 
record holder in the clean and jerk 
with 128.5 kg. But it's difficult to 
make a clear assessment as the 
national coach P.S. Sandhu is keen to 
make her compete in the 58 kg 
category instead of 63 kg. 

In the trials, N. Kunjarani equalled 
the qualifying standard of 175 kg in 
the 48 kg category. Again, she will also 
have a Chinese, Liu Ling, to fight with 
for the top slot. But on current form, 
Sri Indriyani of Indonesia and Kyi Kyi 
Than of Myanmar may also pose a 
challenge to the gutsy Indian lifter. 

Ranked third in the world, at 182.5 
kg, Sanamacha Chanu improved it to 

192.5 kg at the trials. But she has three 
Chinese to grapple with. Two of them, 
Chang Xixiang and Guo Huibing are 
head and shoulders above her, both 
having done over 200 kg. A bronze, 
therefore, is more likely for the 
Nonh-East lifter. 

A medal by any men lifter will be a 
bonus. A.K.Pandian had won the gold 
In the 56 kg. category in the 
Commonwealth Games at Kuala 
Lumpur. But expecting him to repeat 
the performance would be a 
Herculean task. Same is the case with 
Satish Rai, the Commonwealth record 
holder in the 77kg snatch, set at Kuala 
Lumpur even though he cleared 

322.5 kg, to equal the qualifying mark 
in the trials. 

Norris Pritam 
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INTERVIEW 


"ITS A HUGE 
RESPONSIBIUTY" 

Says newly-appointed national cricket selector ASHOK MALHOTRA 


INTERVIEWED BY ARUP 
CHATTERJEE 


ASHOK MALHOTRA says the first 
thiog that struck him on accepting the 
national selector's J(^ is that it 
wouldn't allow him to play 
competitive cricket mymore. 

That, in a way, sums up the man 
who has brought a rare passion jp his 
cricket. Off the held. It has been his 
shy smile and laid-back attitude that 
has been the most noticeable about 
him. 

On a new innings as national 
selector, both this passion and quiet 
demeanour will be put to the test as 
Malhotra, once known as the 
'Vishwanath of the North'for his 
elegant batting, takes tesh guard. 


A career tn first-class cricket for 
over two decades. Bengal's 
skipper. Rap|l Trophy's highest 
nm-getter. International 
cricketer. And, now, a national 
selector. Things have unfolded 
nicely, haven't they? 

The selector thing was kind of sudden, 
nil even the month of September I 
was actually a professional player, 
turning out for my dub in Scotland. 
Not that I hadn't teen thinking about 
life alter I hung up my boots, even 
though'H was a somewhat scary 
thou^tforme. 

Yes, this (^j^tortunity csrne at a li^t 
dme, youmightsay. h’sajobthat 

WMk llaiMn:'TMs hhls isiai isla a kv 
hwnvfPirsM 


entails great responsibility and is a 
very prestigious one too. And a 
thankless one, I might add. 

Your predecessor from East Zone, 
Sambaran Baneijee, Is credited 
with bringing a number of players 
from the region into the lutlonal 
side. Is It a pressure living with 
this legacy, as you try to settle 
down In the selection conunlttee? 
I don't see it quite that way. I'd even 
say that when you carry such 
suggestions too far, you're actually 
belittling the player concerned. It's 
the player who has to'do the tougher 
part of the job—jmtify the faith In 
him, with runs and wickets. 

For argument's sake, suppose I ptill 
strings and get a player into tue side. 
How will he hold his own in 
international cricket if he doesn't 
have the talent^ So my move will 
have backfired, and rU be the butt of 
critidsm. There'll be a loss of 
credibility. 

I can only promise that where there 
is talent, I'll make sure they get the 
opportunities they deserve. That's 
b^cally how 1 see a selector's job, my 
job. It's in this context that I'd say 
Sambaran did a wonderful job. In fact, 
rU say he's teen the most successful 
seleaor from the East. EspeciaUy, 
when you consider the emergence of 
Sourav Ganguly. He gave Sourav the 
chance. Of course, Sourav grabbed it 
like nobody dreamt he would 
—prc^ably, not even he thought so. 

I'd give credit to the sdkxaor who 
gave him the chance, but rd give more 
cretdit tothe jdayer who grateed it. I'd 


say the same about Saba Karim and 
Debashish Mohanty. 

A lot of talent has aopped up in Bast 
Zone m recent years—probably 
because Sourav has come m or 
probably because of the seeds we have 
sown during our playing days. You see 
players like NikhU Haldlpur, Rohan 
Gavaskar, Devang Gandhi, Alokendu 
Lahiri, Laxmi Ratan ShukUi (^Bengal. 
Then, besides Saitjay Raul and 
Debashish, you have S.S, Das, 
Mahapatra and off-spinner Satpathy 
from Orissa. Another player I'm 
looking forward to seeing is Rajiv 
Kumar of Bihar. 

As a representative of your zone, 
you are expected to push forward 
its players at selection committee 
meetings. Yet national interests 
must be given priority. How will 
you cope with this conhidlction? 
It's not about pushing players from 
your zone. As I've said, it's about 
ensuring that no injustice is done to 
guys who deserve the breaks. And I 
believe you can't keep a good man 
down for long. 

There's this proposal for a 
three-man committee. What are 
your views on it? 

There are merits and demerits hi such 
a move, as there are with the five-man 
committee. I'd rather leave it to the 
BCCI to decide. 

The World Cuplsa^rinb^ngheld 
in England^ where we bad our 
imly success in the competition, 
and with a h4diiy under-rated 

to. 
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Mclbalra wMi kti wilfl Miita and d«igMtr> 
Shraya uii RMa 

bowling attack. Are the selectors 
going to adopt a 

h(>rses>for-courses policy when It 
comes to selecting the squad this 
time? 

The way the team is shaping up. 
barring the one hiccup in Zimbabwe, 
there is no need for drasuc changes. In 
Sachin and Sourav, we probably have 
the best ever opening pair in Indian 
cricket. Then you have Azhar, Jadeja, 
Dravid, Robin Singh. Nayan 
Mongia...The bowlers too 
more-or-less select themselves—like 
Srinath, Kumble, Joshi, Debashish. 
Prasad. I mean, you can come out 
with a maximum of 18<20 names to 
teldct a squad of 14 for the World Cup. 
' So, the idea is to give these guys as 
i many chances as possible, and try out 
' the many permutations and 
as 


combinations with them. For 
example, Azhar can go in at No.3 or 
Rahul can. Or, maybe, somebody can 
be tried as a pinch-hitter. 

A more complete picture of the 
World Cup squad, I think, will emerge 
after the tour of New Zealand^(in 
December), where conditions arc 
expected to be somewhat similar to 
those we'll encounter in England 
during the World Cup. 

New Zealand is where we'll know 
whether a pinch-hitter will be 
successful in those conditions or 
whether it'll be safe enough to let 
Azhar bat at No.3 and have our top 
three batsmen batting together. 

Only the strategies need to be 
planned now. Only if somebody 
comes out with brilliant performances 
in the intervenmg penod, can he 
upstage one of the settled guys. We're 
m need of some more all-tound<trs 
^ke Robin Singh. He's the wily 


genuine allrounder we have. The 
1983 side was full of allrounders. 
Kapil, Binny, Mohinder, Madanlal, 
Kirti Azad...Even Balwinder Sandhu. 
who came at No. 11, could bat. 

I've played in the British Isles for 
10-12 years and 1 know that when we 
go there, in the first part of the English 
summer, it's going to be cold, wet and 
windy and there's going to be a lot of 
green on the wicket. That's when 
someone like Sourav Ganguly may be 
our most successful bowler. Srina^ 
of course, is world class and Agarkar's 
strike-rate has been phenomenal, but 
it's guys who can seam the ball who 
may have the greatest impact 
Venkatesh and l^gbashish too can be 
great in those conditions. 

If our batting dicks, I see no reason 
why we should not win the World 
Cup. 

thf qff-aidn Dlpak Fatal iQ thd 






















I opening overs, or the first 15-over 
assault by Mark Greatbetch and 
Sanath Jayasuilya: the last two 
World Cup has seen some v&rf 
successful experlmoits. Are you 
expecting some such thing this 
time? 

Not (eally. Most of us were caught 
unawares on those occasions but I 
don't see anything as dramatic 
happening this time. So many 
one-dayers are played these days that 
there's very little you can have up 
your sleeve. The teams will have tried 
it already. Prabably, you can have the 
No.9,10 or 11 coming up as 
pinch-hitlers—like Pat Symcox—but 
that's about all. 

|s I, however, feel pinch-hitters are 

^ not going to be as effective this time as 
they were in the sub-continent. So, 
the middle-order is going to come into 
play more often this time. 

How would you rate the chances 
of the teams? 

Besides India, I'll put my money on 
Australia and South Africa. Those are 
the teams which seem to be most 
disciplined and focused. 

They always come with their 
homework well done... 

Yes, and their fielding is awesome. 
'That's their big plus. Especially, South 

' Africa. If they score 2 SO, it's like 
chasing 300. All 11 are good fielders. 
And they are not dependent on a few 
players. Someone like Lance 
Klusener, who goes In at No.9 or 10, 
can come in at No.3 and hammer the 
ball. Same for Pat Symcox, Mark 
Boucher o'r even Shaun Pollock. 

Also almost everyone can bowl. 
Then, Jonty, with his fielding, is more 
than one bowler. Their only i 

drawbatdt, as we have seen several 
times, is probably that they choke at 
the last hurdle. 

Australia haven't won the World 
Cup for a long thne so they'll be very 
hungry. However, they miight have 
peaked a Ittle early. Bemenriser, that's 
what happened when the World 
went Down Under. 

And youcan't Write off Eng^i^. 


You haven't played the World 
Cup... 

Yes, when I think about it now, I say 
this is probably God's way of telling 
me that 'Okay, now <asa seleaor) 1 
can be pan of a World Cup' 
preparation. I played one-dayers 
before and after the World Cup, but 
missed out on the World Cup itself. 
That's a vacuum that can never be 
filled, but if the Indian team comes 
back with the Cup, I can at least tell 
myself that 1 have played a small pan 
in it. 



"The selector thing was 
kind of sudden. Till the 
month of September, I 
was actually a 
professional player, 
turning out for my club 
in Scotland" 


You have this famous friendship 
wlthKapU... 

Yes, and it has lasted for almost 30 
years. We son of started cricket the 
same day. I could never have 
Imagined the first day I saw him that I 
was watddng a legend in the making. 
We had gone for this under-I4 trials 
(in Chandigarh) and this boy Just 
came in, put his siii^rs behind the 
stumps and whacked the ball all 
round the park. We've been pals ever 
since, although he now lives in Delhi 
andlstay in Cakptta. 

)ve still talk over die ttdephone, and 
ShWWcirets. Apd we have our own 


arguments. I'm probably his only 
critic he'll allow to get away with 
murder, 

You didn't get to |day for India as 
much as you would've fiked, and 
yet he wasthe captahtdien... 

I've never tried to butter anybody to 
get my way, and it was no differat 
with Kapil. I'd give him credit too, for 
he made it clear that he was notgoing 
to put in a word for me, or something 
like that. "If you deserve, you play" 
was the message. 

Sometimes, when I missed out, I did 
feel bad but, at the end of the day, I'm 
happy that whatever little I've 
achieved, I've done it on my own 
steam. It's not that people didn't take 
advantage of Kapil. Some of them did, 
those smarter than me. 

When you moved to Bengal In 
1987, you must have been caught 
between tugs from opposite 
sides... 

1 came to Bengal because I lost interest 
in Haryana. I was losing modvadon as 
a cricketer. My wife being from 
Bengal also weighed in on my 
dedsion. Yes, a lot of people 
discouraged the move because my 
family and friends were in 
Chandigarh. Thank God I didn't listen 
to them. Calcutta has given me 
everything. 

I've had my share of setbacks in 
Bengal too but it made me a better 
person and a tougher nut to cradc. Itie 
move to Bengal, you might say, was 
my luckiest break. Here, I'm respected 
for whatever Utde cricket I've played, 
which 1 don’t think I'd have got in 
Haryana. Lode at the way Kapil is 
being treated, and I'm only a small fry 
as compared to him. 

From here, where does Ashok 
MaUiotrago? 

First and foremost. I'll like to be able to 
do Justice to my Job as a selector. It's a 
huge, huge responsibility and it's 
going to be my top priority. After that 
I'll definitely l^ve something to do 
with coachmg but jl'm not going to 
launch anything till Fm sure I can give 
the time and do Justice to it 
moroOMPHS rashkhamdaS 
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^YDH^^MAN SARKAR 

A fter s<nTie elaborate 

sparring, Mohun Bagan 
and Fast Bengal dashed for 
the real thing—the 1998 
Tata Tea Super Division title 
Expecting Ash Taa7gt because the 
match would make one and mar the 
other, over 100,000 congregated to 
watch the titans clash, under lights at 
Salt Lake Stadium on a humid 
October evening 

A never-before golden goal ended 
the unprecedented league final It 
came off Raman Vijayan's boots and 

Raman Vifayan baina cradlad by his East 
Aangal taammatst aQar scoring tho goidon 
goal against Mohun Bogan to win tho 1998 Tata 
faa Super Division Loaguo tMo 


TATA TEA SUPER DIVISION LEAGUE 

NO FRESH 
TALENT 

Even though East Bengal won the Super League 
title, the lack of quality footballers is a cause 


for concern 


A^HOM CHAkHABARTV 





SANTOSH GHOSH 



^ the lanky striker trom Madurai 
became the toast of East Bengal fans 
after being the target of abuse for most 
of the season. 

In an apparent bid to check 
contrived results, the Indian Football 
Association (IFA) introduced play-off 
matches in all tiers of the league. In 
the Super Division, it meant all teams 
playing each other in the first leg with 
the top five qualifying for the 
championship round while the rest 
battled relegation. The top two among 
the quintet in contention tor the title 
would play the league final. 

If in the process, Mohun Bagan and 
East Bengal played each other thrice 
—^the last two encounters happening 
|t within one week of each other— well, 
so be it. For a league which, in its 
centenary year, still only looks to a 
Mohun Bagan-Easi Bengal clash to 
provide succour, the more the 
merrier. Only a Derby tie gets the IFA 
cash boxes ringing and those who run 
football in the state therefore weren't 
complaining. An extra match—in the 
earlier two-leg format they could 
meet twice—^was worth it for the few 
hundred thousand rupees more it 
fetched. 

Historic rivalries like the one that 
exists between Mohun Bagan and 
East Bengal are the soul and substance 
^ of sport .But playing each other too 
often could boomerang into a dilution 
of interest. If the IFA appreciates this, 
it is not reflected in their manner of 
going about things. 

So the elite duo clashed, thrice but 
with only their last meeting having 
any impact on the championship. 
Mohun Bagan won the season's first 
encounter—after both clubs armed 
with equal dollops of cash from liquor 
baron Vijay Mallya weaned the best 
back to Calcutta— 2 - 1. Bolstered by 
the Ghanaian trio. East Bengal 
returned the compliments when they 
met next. 

They won again, deservedly and 
despite being denied a penalty, 
through Vijayan's golden goal and 
that, as they say, was that. 

Reduced into an elaborate 
qualifying exercise, the only point of 
interest in the first leg was whether or 


Bhaichung Bhutia in an aarial tusala against 
two Paorlsts playtra 

not Mohun Bagan would maintain 
their all-win record. Mohammedan 
Sporting's Moses Ohira (the Kenyan 
caught the eye with a flurry of goals 
early on) did what his more 
glamorous competitors could not. He 
blemished the green-and-maroon 
brigade's till then enviable run with 
an intelligent lob which Hemanta 
Dora, playing less like Chilavert and 
more like Higuita that day, had no 
answer to. 

Mohun Bagan, however, topped 
the first-leg. East Bengal ended second 
with Mohammedan Sporting, 
promising to deliver much more than 
they eventually did, just behind. 

Just when hopes of a turnaround 
seemed to be real, Mohammedan 
Sporting fell—^wiih a thud. They 
stayed unbeaten longest in the 
first-leg, the only defeat coming 
against East Bengal. But that loss sent 
them hurtling on a one-way road to 
doom. They lost seven consecutive 
matches thereafter, the Kalyani Black 
Label Cup included, the most 


ignominious being a 1 -7 
championship-leg drubbing from East 
Bengal. 

Mohammedan Sporting snatched 
defeat from the jaws of victory against 
Peerless, losing 4-3 after leading 3-1 
till late in the game. They also lost 
against the eventual third finishers 
Tollygunge Agragami and then 
Calcutta Port Trust. But the knockout 
punch was delivered by East Bengal's 
half-a-dozen goal victory margin. 
Mohammedan Sporting conceded 
their remaining matches, against 
Mohun Bagan and Calcutta Port 
Trust, citing an inordinately long 
injury list. Soon after they played the 
Bordoloi Trophy but with equally 
disastrous results. 

It was a sad end to a promising start 
by coach Mridul Banerjee. In his first 
year with a major club, Mridul 
showed commendable ability in being 
able to instil self belief in a roster 
comprised essentially of castaways. It 
wasn't as if they set the terraces on fire 
but looked keen on putting up a fight, 
whoever be the opposition. It ended 
too soon. 

S9 



Coincidentally or otherwise, 
Mohammedan Sporting's slump 
started after a section of the 
ramshackle, wooden galleries 
collapsed some 20 minutes into the 
match against Peerless. Despite the 
authorities' claims to the contrary, the 
members' stands were overflotVing 
with people. The allegation, once again 

Tin Ghanian trio aad Bbahshuiif Bbulia 
calabrata Iha taam's fillb Baal (7-1) agahwi 
MohaaMwdaa SpoftiiM Wba ware dooaiad 
after Ihair diaasMaa ne ay ainat Eaal Baagal 


denied by the administration, was that 
the police had let more people in. 

The reason for the resurgence in 
interest was the team's beating 
star-studde Mohun Bagan. 

Even as the fans rose in 
anticipation of a goal, a section of the 
perimeter fencing collapsed on to the 
galleries. 

Hell broke loose thereafter. With 
help arriving late, people torched a 
portion of the galleries. Nobody died 
but given the wooden stands' 
condition on the Calcutta Maidan's 


enclosed grounds, that was fortuitous. 
Cries for concrete galleries have 
gained decibel but since public 
memory is short it is quite likely status 
quo will prevail. 

Till Chima Okerie, once again the 
league's highest scorer, and Bassim 
Yonan knocked the fight out of them 
in the season's first city Derby, East 
Bengal and Mohun Bagaivwere on an 
even keel. Even though neither 
performed like a well-oiled machine, 
it was perhaps due to the superior 
individual ability that Mohun Bagan 
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MohainraMlaii Spoitiiig't IMoms Owino it 
iboiil to dirael a that at (ha Aiyan goal. Aiym 
iottiha tupar divitioa match 

registered more impressive wins. 

Unable to break free from their 
muddle-down-the-middle game. East 
Bengal hardly looked the megabuck 
team they are. Bhaichung Bhutia 
3egan well but then mysteriously 
rhanneled his efforts to other areas of 
the game instead of focussing on what 
le does best —score goals. 

It induced a lack of confidence, 
litherto not seen in the whizkid from 
>ikkim. And a goal drought which is 
)ound to niggle the talented 
argetman. More than once, he 
nissed with only the goalkeeper to 
)eat. Some of Bhaichung's 
lose-range attempts too belied 
■xpectations. 

The Ghanaian trio's induction has 
lepped up the team. Not only did 
lefender Jackson Egygpong's 40-yard 
leader set up the golden goal for 
taman, his keeping Chima m check 
aattered too. Suley Musah's 
ccasional sorties down the right flank 
lelped East Bengal use the park's 
/idth better. And Emmanuel Opoku, 
be most talked-about among them, 
aught the eye with his fluid 
lovements, endless energy, accurate 
)ng-range passes and snap shots. The 


tno Is yet to settle down fully and 
should be quite a proposition in the 
National League. 

Having qualified for the National 
League and having spent a lot more on 
team-building this time around, more 


was expected of Tollygunge 
Agragami. But stand-out 
performances were at a premium 
from Nigerians Saeed Akinsanya, 
Chibuzor Nwakanma and Felix. 
Former East Bengal captain Dulal 
Biswas' injury sank them further. 
Though Tollygung did manage the 
third spot eventually after a brace 
sunk immediate contenders Port 
Trust, it wasn't a heart-warming 
show. Not only did Port sink 
Mohammedan Sporting once (their 
firts-leg tie ended in a draw), in sealing 
a fourth-place their return to the 

elite division was commendable. 

Their goalkeeper Prashanta Dora, 
Mohun Bagan goalie Hemanta's 
brother, has been one of the season's 
finds. Adjudged best goalie in his first 
Santosh Trophy this year, Dora's form 
has won him a national call-up. In a 
year where the emergence of fresh 
talent has been woefully inadequate, 
Dora has been a pleasant surprise. 


CORRIGENDUM 

Tbo plwtogropha of Kothav Datt In Dm 
O ctotor Issiio worn by Asboko Clukrabaily 


1998 SUPER LEAGUE RESULTS 


CHAMPIONS: East Bengal (A record 25 times) 

Runners • up: Mohun Bagan 

Highest Scorer Chima Okerie (Mohun Bagan): 13 goals in 12 
matches: 

Chima became the top scorer for a record sixth time 

Other Notehle Scorers: 

Dipendu Biswas (East Bengal): 10 goals in 14 matches 
Moses Ohira (Mohd. Sporting): 8 goals in 10 matches 
Bhaichung Bhutia (East Bengid): 5 goals in 10 matches 
Biggest Margin: 7-1: East Bengal vs Mohd. Sporting, Sait Lake 
Stadium, 6.10.1998. It was the biggest-ever victory margin, involv¬ 
ing the Big Three 

Hetlrick: Dipendu Biswas (East Bengal) -3 goals, vs Peerless, 
24.7.1998 

COMPILED BY HARl PRASAD CHaHOPADHYAY 
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Interesting happenings in the international sports arena 



(Above): An unidentified competitlor blaste past Cairo s 
pyramids during the Rally of Egypt 200 competitors 
representing 16 countries in their cars, trucks and 
motorcycles took part in the seven-stage rally which 

^ covered 2400 kms on the desert 


(Right): lllfeiwoman Leontien Van Mooreel-Zijlaard 
gestured the podium after winning ^e Women s 
World Road Cycling Championships held in Germany 
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photographs AFP 


(Right); Andrez Krzyscin of Poland, releases a 
dove during the award ceremony. He was the 
winner of the annual international Peace 
Marathon held in Slovakia 





(Above): The Ai*Ahram international squash 
championships took place in front of the Gaza 

Pyramid at night 




(Left): Don King (right) meets up with Frank 
Maloney, the boxing manager of Lennox 
Lewis. Mr.King stated that he is goin^ to give 
the world the fight it wants •• a unification 
bout between WBC heavyweight champion 
Lennox Lewis and IBF and WBA heavyweight 
champion Evander Holyfield 
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Thai bull racers whip their buffalos during the annual racing in 
Chonburi, southeast of Bangkok. The festival is a centuries-old tradition 
of formers racing their buffalos for a bit of fun at the end of the Buddhist 


(Above): An unidentified wind surfer jumps into the Stade de 
France in Saint Denis, north of Paris. This was during the 

'Delichoc Techno Waves' event 

(Left): A. J.Hackett breaks the world record for a 'bungee-jump 
from a building' with a 190 metre jump from the Sky Tower in 

Auckland 
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T he death of Florence Griffith 
Joyner, at the age of 38, was a 
stunning event. Here was a 
woman who, a mere decade ago, was 
regarded as a supetwoman for her 
stupendous timings tn the 100 and 
200m. How could such a fit woman 
(with such loveiy legs!) suiler a heart 
sei7ure and die so suddenly? 

Her death had the international 
media speculating about her possible 
drug abuse but nothing could be 
Slated categorically because she had 
never failed a drugs test. (Even the 
autopsy report stated that there were 
no traces of drugs m her body. But 
then how can drugs be expected to be 
found when she stopped running ten 
years ago?) 

Interestingly, she abruptly quit 
athletics at her [>rime, a mere four 
months after random out-of-training 
drug tests were instituted. That 
doesn't seem like the behaviour of 
one who is innocent. 

So, was Flo-Jo a cheat? 

The answer seems to be in the 
affirmative. Otherwise, how do you 
explain the elongation of her jaw, the 
deepening of her voice, the slight fuzr 
on her iqiper lips, the pronounced 
musculature and the abrupt jump in 
standards from the bronze medal win 
in the '841 os Angeles Olympics to an 
awesome world-record breaking 
performance in Seoul four years later. 

"For the specialist, there is no 
doubt." confirmed Jeanne-Pierre de 
Mondenard, a French expert on 
drugs, "her incredibie physical 
transformation was not natural. Fven 
if you trained eight, 10 or 15 hours a 
day. It was humanly impossible to 
transform yourself in that way." 

Let's assume that Flo-Jo was a 
cheat. The first lie has to be uttered 
immediately after she won the 
Olymiiicgold medals. "No, I do not 
take drugs. 1 am clean It's because the 
other runnels are jealous that they are 
spreading these malicious rumours." 

Tfie sad pan about lying is that you 
havjt'lolellseveial merre untruths to 
defend the first falsehood and it goes 
on and on. Since she had become a 
star, she had to repeat the fabrication 
^CQuntless print and televisioD 

% < 


interviews. 

Along with Flo-Jo's prevarication, 
other people close to her had to 
participate in the untruth: her coach 
and husband Al Joyner, her parents, 
her siblings, her brilliant sister-in-law 
Jackie Joyner Kersee and her husband 
Bob Kersee. 

Flo Jo probably reasoned that if she 
took steroids or human growth 
hormones, her performance would 
improve dramatically. She would 
then win races and become famous 
and earn lots of money and would 
never have any financial worries for 
the rest ot her life. 

Most of what she visualised came 
true, although not in the rosy way 



Flormca Griffith Joynar (picturad in 1984): 
moral lasaons hava to ba laarnt from hor 
pramaturo daath. 

that she imagined. She did make 
money but it was not the fortune that 
she envisaged. That's because she 
could never get rid of the suspicion 
that she had used illegal methods. 
Athletics experts were convinced her 
timings could not have been achieved 
without the aid of 
performance-enhancing drugs. 

Unlike most former Olympic 
champions, she remained in the 
spotlight, probably because, she was 


so attractive-looking. 

So she would take part in celebrity 
events, endorse products on 'TV, help 
disadvantaged children, was the 
Co-chair on President Clinton's 
Council Of Physical Fitness and Sports 
and all along, proclaimed doggedly 
that her athletics achievements were 
'clean'. 

Yet, living like this can j)e an 
enormous burden. You can get tired of 
constantly having to dissimulate. The 
human psyche needs to live in truth if 
it has to flourish. Lying and cheating 
has a way of oppressing the mind, that 
is worse than, say, living a year in 
solitary confinement. Life can become 
so unbearable that sometimes it might 
lead to a death wish. j 

One wonders whether Flo-Jo ever 
thought if it was all worth it. A couple 
of world records, three Olympic gold 
medals, (the third one was for the 
4x 100m relay), no genuine respect 
from the international athletics 
community and an awesome damage 
to the body. Was the price loo high^ 

Incidentally, she's noi the only one 
who expired in her thirties. Swedish 
discus throwers Goran Svensson and 
Stefan Fernliolm, died, aged 36 and 37 
respectively. Said Swede 
commentator Torbjoi n Petersson, 
"Both the discus throwers became 
entrenched in pill abuse and a 
dependence which took their lives." 

Sportsmen, these days, clearly lack 
a sense of moral values. Take the case 
of '96 Olympic swimming champion 
Michelle Smith: she has been accused 
of tampering with her urine sample by 
mixing it up with alcohol, during a 
sudden out-of-competition test. 

Recently, a famous female German 
marathon star tested positive for too 
much of testosterone. The cycling 
circuit is dogged by rampant drug 
taking. International football is rife 
with drugs. Tennis has its drugs 
although it is still hidden. 

Aspiring sporj^^smen should ponder 
deeply over Flo-Jo's life and ask 
themselves whether it is worthwhile 
to cheat. You could end up losing your 
life while you are in your thirties. 

Think about iti 
Shevlin Sebastian 
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T his year, Sachin 
Tendulkar has 
clearly moved into 
the genius level. He 
can no longer be classified 
as an extremely talented 
player. 

Sachin is numero uno, 
the only player on the 
current international 
circuit regarded as a great 
by most of the famous 
ex-players, experts and 
commentators. Sachin has 
moved so far ahead that 
Brian Lara is now 
considered to be an 
extremely talented player 
and nothing more. 

How does one define 
genius? It's difficult to do 
so. Suffice to say that they 
make things look very easy. 
But there is no doubt that 
the flowering of genius can 
occur only if there are years 
and years of relentless hard 


work, of ceaseless practice 
in the nets, of tunnel-eyed 
concentration. Sachin, as is 
well known, spends hours 
in training. 

Sachin has also shown, 
time and time again, that he 
still has an immense 
hunger for runs and 
centuries. It is an appetite 


that, hopefully, money will 
not satiate. It seems to be a 
psychic craving. Which is 
an extremely good sign. 

It means that he will 
continue to score runs, 
score more centuries than 
any other player in the 
history of the game and 
probably be regarded as the 
only player who can hold a 
candle to Don Bradman. 

There have been other 
achievements this year too. 
Vishwanathan Anand won 
several titles but he missed 
the most important one of 
World Champion, when he 
lost to Anatoly Karpov, in 
the FIDE World 
Championships final. 

Paraanjit Singh broke the 
3 8-year-old record of 
Milkha Singh in the 400m. 

The Bhupathi-Paes 
doubles team won several 
titles, although they are yet 


to win a Grand Slam title. 

P. T, Usha did well in the 
Asian Track and Field 
Championships. But none 
of these illustrious 
sportsmen, except maybe 
for Anand, is in 
Tendulkar's class. His 
innings of 141 against 
Australia at Dhaka, the 143 


against the same team at 
Sharjah earlier this year 
will now be regarded as 
classics. Cricket pundits 
are at a loss on how to 
classify his unbeaten 124 
against Zimbabwe in the 
Coca-Cola Champions 
Trophy final at Sharjah. 
Terming it as a classic 
knock would be an 
understatement. So 
awesome was the quality of 
the batting, the domination 
of the bowling and the 
sheer array of strokes 
played. 

It is also nice to know 
that off the field, he is such 
a courteous and 
accommodating fellow. 
Rarely, if ever, is he 
irritated by the numerous 
fans who ask for his 
autograph. He treats his 
elders with respect and 
much praise should be 
given to the middle-class 
Maharashtrian family 
background from which he 
comes from, with an elder 
brother who is a poet and a 
father who is a professor. It 
has enabled him to stay 
rooted, his feet on the 
ground, and he has been 
able to stifle the arrogance 
that arises from too much of 
fame. 

So we had no difficulty 
in naming Sachin 
Tendulkar as 
Sportsworld's 1998 
Sportsperson Of The Year. 


ACHIN TENDULKAR set the cricket world 
ft fire with his stupendous batting. Hence^ we had 
0 hesitation in choosing him as the 
tfortsperson Of The Year 
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BY K 0 JACOB 

S ACHIN RAMLSH 

TENDUl KAR-na name that 
every Indian grandparent 
and grandchild is familiar 
will) A person lor which every 
employer in India would not 
chargcshcei an employee for being 
AWOl because the employer was 
guilty ol the same sin Tendulkar 
today IS an Indian who can bring 
cities and economies, not )iist in India 


but anywhere in the world to a 
standstill because everyone wants to 
have a glimpse of his genius 
Thaf IS Sachin Tendulkar for you A 
diminutive man who carries the 
expectations and hopes of 980 million 
Indians on his seemingly frail 
shoulders For cricket todayjs no 
longer )ust a game in India, it is the 

Tendulkar with Sir Donald Bradman on hn 90th 
birthday The Don admitted that Sachin is the 
only cricketor who reminded him of his own 
playing style 


national passion and if one man 
symbolises all this, it is Sachin 
Tendulkar, who is expected to win 
every game single-handedly 
A lot has been spoken and written 
of this little genius exploits on the 
cricket field, but what about life off it 
for the master blaster"^ Tendulkar 
today endorses a whole lot of products 
from Adidas, ANZ Grindlay^ credit 
cards, Pepsi, MRF and a 
range of commodities 
The sponsors have spent fotiunes 
getting him to sign on the dotted line 
and in return expect him to be their 
ideal spokesman and role model Even 
these expectations put enormous 
pressure on any individual and the 
case IS the most severe on Tendulkar 
The nation and even fiis teammates 
(they 11 not admit to it It s a team 
game you see) look up to Tendulkar 
in a crisis situation When India is 
down and on the ropes everyone 
hopes Tendulkar to do the magic to 
deliver the knockout punch Let's 
have a look at a couple of examples ol 
how he has handled this pressure 
This was the semi final encounier 
against South Africa in the Hero 
Cup wheie the South Africans were 
cruising and needed six luns in ihe last 
over Indian captain Mohammad 
Azharuddin was at a complete loss on 
whom to entrust the last over The 
packed crowd at Fden Gardens and 
millions watching the game on 
television waited with bated breath 
Then Tendulkar walked up to 
Azharuddin and asked to bowl the last 
over Bowl he did, calm as a yogi and 
managed to get India an int redible 
win 

Or, what about the instance when 
India was chasing a total against 
Australia in the crucial qualifier at 
Shaqah in the Coca Cola Cup 
tournament when a sandstorm 
interrupted play^ There was a chance 
that if the match did not resume India 
would not play in the final 
While the TV commentators were 
speculating on whether the match 
would resume and while the 
Australians were relaxed and almost 
certain of play being called off, Sachin 
Tendulkar nrovided a totally different 













picture. 

He sat there in the playeis' 
enclosure, his face, an image ot total 
concentration He was so focussed, 
that he did not even remove his 
helmet or his gloves—^the first thing a 
batsman does when play is 
interriipied 

Fveniually, India went on to lose 
the match after play lesumed, but not 
before Tendulkar with 143 fhisiareer 
best) tnade sure that India qualified 
lor the final. In the final against the 
same o|)poncnts, seething from the 
defeat of the previous match 
Tendulkar scored another century, 
and almost won the match 
single-handedly on his 25th birthday, 
and then dedicated the victory to the 
nation and to his wile. 

No other batsman—not even Brian 
Lara, who is considered to be 
Tendulkar's closest opponent for the 
top slot— has the pressure of being 
compared to the best batsman of all 
times. Sir Donald Bradman. 

This pressure situation has been 
thrust on Tendttlkat by the Don 
himself, who told the world that 
Tendulkai's batting and his attitude 
on the field reminded him of his 
playing days. (Nobody will ever forget 
that Tendulkar was the guest of 
honour at Bradman's 90th birthday.) 

Despite all these stresses, how does 
our protagonist react to squations? 
Wliai makes htm so spec lal among the 
recent crop of international 
cricketers? 

For starters, Tendulkar does have 
an unique temperaniem He believes 
in silencing his critics by his 
performances on the held. 

At the end of 1997, his captaincy" 
and his form with the bat were blamed 
lor the poor showing of Indian cricket. 
What did Tendulkar do^ He gave no 
excuses lor his team's performance or 
about his captaincy. The only point he 
chcjse to make was that runs did come- 
off his bat m '97, even though it was 
not enough to win matches. 

Tendulkar did not crib or pout 
when the captaincy was taken off 
him, and was given back to 
Mohammad Azharuddin. Even after 
being demoted to an ordinary 
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THE BLOSSOMING OF A 
GENIUS 

SACHIN TENDULKAR is in a league of his own 


T he first time I met Sachin 
for an interview was at 
Colombo in 1994 during 
the Singer series. 

My opening question to him had 
been on what he thought were the 
chief attributes of Indian batting as 
a whole. I said, "A perception, 
stoked by the British, in particular, 
is that the Indian batting from 
Ranjitsinhji to Azharuddin has 
been wristy, supple and subtle. 
Would you agree with that 
assessment?" 

"Aaahl", he replied, "I never saw 
Ranjitsinhji and the others play, so 
1 can talk only of Azharuddin. I 
have been playing with him tor the 
last five years. And certainly his 
batting is different because he is 
more of a wristy player than the 
others. He is extremely talented, 
very quick off his feet and he has 
got all the strokes. We have had all 
kind of players. Take Mr Gavaskar. 

I don't think we have any player 
today as technically perfect as him. 
So, India has produced all kinds of 
batSmen." 

What had struck me in that 
initial interaaion was his humility, 
a simplicity of manner bordering 
on naivete, the respect he showed 
for a renowned senior cricketer 
(the Mister in his reference to Sunil 
Gavaskar) and yet, in spite of all 
this, his very firm rebuttal to the 
main premise of the question I had 
asked. 

"If any one batsman is going to 
change the perception of Indian 
batting as merely supple and 
wristy, then, it has to you," I said. 

"I just play my natural game," 
was his rejoinder. "I play according 
to the merit the ball deserves. So 
sometimes if a ball has to be 
attacked then I do that." 

Those aggressive shots cahie 


thick and fast against Glenn 
McGrath and Craig McDermott as 
the Australian opening bJIl 
bowlers were scattered to all parts 
of the Premadasa Stadium during 
the India-Australia match of the 
inaugural 1994 Singer series. 

Sachin scored his maiden 
one-day hundred in this match. It 
was the 79th innings of his 
one-day international career. By 
then he had already scored seven 
Test hundreds. When I looked 
askance at hiiq, he said, 

"Somehow I could not get a 
one-day hundred. There is no 
reason behindit. It is just that I got 
out in the 70's and 80's. That's 
about it. I have to forget the past 
and think of the future." 

Sachin must have surely 
thought well and hard. In the next 
128 one-day internationals, he 
struck twenty more hundreds. In 
the process, he became not,just 
the record-holder in the 
limited overs version of the game 
but is also the highest 
century-maker of all time in both 
Tests and one - dayers. 

It had taken Sachin almost five 
years to post his first one-day 
hundred. 

After that, the runs came in a 
torrent. His second hundred 
followed a month after the first 
against Australia. That was in 
October '94 against New Zealand at 
Baroda. In the very next month, he 
scored his third hundred against 
the West Indies. 'Three successive 
centuries in September, Oaober 
and November 1994 were 
followed by a p«riod of relative 
drought with a soliwry ton—his 
fourth—coming In all of 1995. 

Then came his sterling form in the 
1996 World Cup followed by a 
string of century knocks in the ' 
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phase that followed the World Cup. 

His thirteenth, fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries, all these were 
scored in one month—April this 
year—a record, even for the 
enormous batting talent of Sachin. 
All three of them were scored 
against Australia 
After his sixteenth century, in 
the Indian dressing room at Eden 
Gardens, I pointed out to him that 
some of his best knocks, at least in 
the one-day format, has come 
against the Australians 


against Australia," was Sachin'.s 
reply, 

“nie Sachin, who notched-up 
that first century four years ago at 
Colombo, was a straightforward 
and simple 21 -year-old from 
Bombay, who has shed some of that 
simplicity since then. Yet, he still 
has his head firmly on his 
shoulders. This is partly because of 
his upbringing and which his coach 

TemliiHuir't atthiKte towanit iha gaaia. and 
towarda fans, make hhn aa idaal ambakaador 
iorcrickat 


confidence and self-esteem of 
bowlers with both big and not so 
big track records. He may drive 
batsmen who consider they are 
'cat's whiskers' to distraction and 
lure them into gifting their wickets 
and, to boot, will make no bones in 
exulting over their forced 
departure In short, Sachin plays 
his cricket hard, gives no quarter 
and asks tor none. 

Outside cricket, Sachin, 
however, has such a pleasing 
demeanour and personality that 



"My best Test hundred also has 
come against Australia," he 
explained, "That was at Perth in 
1991. Soil's not just the 
one-dayers. But yes, off idle I have 
had the chance to play them and I 
am pretty happy to have got runs 
against them." 

"Now that you have your 
sixteenth century under your belt, 
which two innings in oae*dayers 
would you rate your best?" 1 at^ed. 

"The two hundreds at Shaijih 


Ramakant Achrekar dinned into 
him even more firmly. 

For all his achievements in 
international cricket and the 
stature it has given him, Sachin 
shows no arrogance except in the 
knowledge of his excellence in his 
craft. He shows joy and ribs Navjot 
Sidhu on beating and dean 
bowling him at the nets. He tells a 
bowler at nets that 'there's where 
you go if you pitch to me here.' 

He repeatedly shatters the 


he is liked by everybody. Add to 
that, his awesome and prodigious 
cricketing skills and you know why 
he is the cynosure of ail eyes, 
wherever he goes and obviously, 
especially when he bats in the 
middle or at nets Never have I seen 
him rebuke an autograph seeker. 
He shows no irritation when he has 
to pose for photographs with his 
myriad fans and I cannot help but 
marvel at such s$voirfaire 
fiakesh Sharma 






When if* not wMi tho bat, Tendulkafa 
parfonning with the ball. Vary often ho ha* 
coma to India'* re*cue in cri*i* aituation* with 
hi* bowling 

member of the squad, he was full of 
beans, offering to do whatever he 
could for the cause of the team and for 
Indian cricket. 

Tendulkar, recently along with 
Ajay Jadeja, had been accused ol not 
performing for India at the amateur 
level because there was no money 
involved. After the Commonwealth 
Games in Kuala Lumpur, people like 
lOA President Suresh Kalmadi and 
Jaspal Rana criticised the cricketers for 
not being interested enough to win 
India a gold medal. 

Tendulkar did not utter a word in 
self defence, took the flight out to 
Toronto and tried to salvage India’s 
pride from the Pakistani mauling and 
almost succeeded. Then he went on to 
singlehandedly win matches for India 
both with the bat and the ball in the 
tournaments that followed—the Coca 
Cola Trophy final last month, being 
the latest. 

Tendulkar's uniqueness lies in his 
psyche—a nature so special that only 
he can fathom or follow. Come what 
may, you'll never find him lose his 
cool on the field. You will not find him 
uttering the F-word when he gets out 
to a bad shot. You'll never find him 
bad mouthing a batsman when he has 
been hit for a boundary. He walks 
away with dignity to the pavilion, or 
to his run-up depending on the case, 
determined to do better at t he next 
given opportunity. 

Tendulkar, if he is genuinely out, 
just walks. One can never catch him 
showing dissent to the umpire even if 
the decision went against him. And to 
top it all, in spite of being the most 
followed-about cricketer, the most 
written-about cricketer, his image has 
remained squeaky clean. He does not 
have a controversy to his name in all 
these years, in spite of being so 
famous, and in spite of being trailed b^ 
the media at evfty moment of his life. 

Tendulkar with his batting and his 

Don’t mo** wMi bimi Honiy Olong* mM a 
haavy prico for acalping Tondulkar. h I* a 
hiiffliiiation that Olonga and dia Zimbabjman 
won’t forgot in a hurry 
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demeanour on the field always gives 
the idea that he is enjoying his cricket 
and thinking and improving in each 
game. In spite ol playing so many 
tournaments right through the year 
without a break, and after handling so 
much pressure off the field, Tendulkar 
does not talk about burnout or 
motivational problems. He does not 
talk about injuries and does not ask to 
be rested for unimportant or 
inconsequential matches in one-day 
tournaments. He just goes out there 
all guns blazing, and just when you 
think that you've seen the best from 
him, Tendulkar goes one step ahead to 
baffle you yet again. 

Tendulkar, today, symbolises what 
an ordinary Indian —so mired in 
mediocrity—aspires to be. He is today 
a role model for his fellow Indians as 
tile ideal family man. An ideal son, an 
ideal brother, an ideal husband and an 
ideal father in spite of hardly being 
able to spend any quality time with his 




Inspits of being the best batsman in the world, 
such is his humility, that Tendulkar usually 
laughs it off as nothing unusual 

family. To top it all, he is rich and 
famous, an icon recognised all over 
the world, and an inspiration to his 
countrymen who are desperate for 
someone to relate to. 

These are some of the attributes of 
this very special cruketer whom we 
chose as the Man-of-the-Year in '98. 
Add to it, the fact that Sachin 
Tendulkar has got his feet more firmly 
on the ground than some of the 
rookies in the Indian cricketing squad 
The way he treats the fans, the elders 
and the ex-cricketers give us a new 
definition of respect and humility 

And it is not just Sportsworld who 
thought the same about TendulkaY. 
Two banners held up by spectators 
during the recently -concluded Coca 
Cola Cup final in Sharjah tell the same 
story. "Sachin take us to the 21st 
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century," said one banner. "Indians 
are cheats. They play with 20; 10 -i- 
lOdulkar," screamed another. 

However, what is frightening is that 
Tendulkar is only 25. The way he took 
on Shane Warne during the 
Australian tour to India and Sharjah, 
ihe way he took on Henry Olonga and 
Co. and the Zimbabweans in the final 
of the Coca-Cola Cup at Sharjah is 
alarming news to bowlers all over the 
world, to say the least. 

If Tendulkar has achieved all this at 
so young an age, where will he end up 
when he finishes his career? You 
cannot put a time frame or a 
framework to his exploits. When he 
finishes, Sachin Tendulkar could well 
be considered as one of the best 
human beings to have played the 
game of cricket. 

Sachin Tendulkar has done and will 
continue to do India and every Indian 
proud. One can describe him in just 
two words: SIMPLY AWESOME! 
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World Cup 

15 

World Series 

14 

2 

806 

137 

67.16 

2 

D 

a 
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10 

1 

401 

77 

44.55 

- 

4 

4 

227 

152 

2 

76.00 
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Sharfah 

33 


33 

5 

1534 

143 

54.78 

6 

6 

10 

781 

625 

11 

56.81 
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In Last S Calendar Years 


1994 

25 

25 

2 

1089 

115 

47.34 

3 

9 

8 

762 

629 

14 

44.92 

3-36 

1995 

12 

12 

1 

444 

112- 

4P.36 

1 

1 

6 

288 

249 

4 

62.25 

2-49 

1996 

32 

32 

2 

1611 

137 

53.70 

6 

9 

13 

825 

725 

9 

80.55 

2-34 

1997 

39 

36 

3 

1011 

117 

30.63 

2 

5 

14 

496 

434 

6 

2233 

2-61 

1998 

34 

33 

4 

1894 

143 

65.31 

_SL. 

7 

14 

742 

636 

24 

26.50 

5-32 


Limited-overs International Records 

* Youngest Indian and second youngest player m Lnuted-overs Internationals. (Debut v Pakistan, Gujranwala, 1989-90) 

* Youngest to score a fifty (53) and win the MOM award m a limited-overs Inti, matdi (v Sri Lanka, Pune 1990-91. Age 

17 yrs/225 days) ^ 

* Holds the world record of hitting most (21) hundreds in limited overs Inti, matches. 

* Holds the Indian record of hittmg most (7) sixes m a liimted overs innings-100 v Australia, Kanpur 1997-98. 

* Holds world record of playing most (185) consecutive limited overs matdies. 

* Holds world record of baggmg most (32) Man of the Match Awards. 

* Most runs in a Calendar year (1894 from 34 matches) 

* Most (12) Man of The Match awards in a Calendar year 1998 

* Most hundreds (9) m a calendar year 1998 



































* Records 

* Youngest Indian and fourth youngest player (Age 16 Yrs 209 days) 

* Youngest Indian and second youngest Test player to hit a hundred (119 not out v England, Manchester, 1990- Age 17 Yrs/112 
days) 

* Youngest player to score a Test hundred in Australia (148 not out- 3rd Test at Sydney, 1991-92- Age 18 Yrs/256 days) 

* Only Indian player to have scored a century on debut in Ranji Trophy, Duleep Trophy and Irani Trophy 

COMPILED BY RAVI KAM SRIVASTAVA 
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AJAYJADEJA 
is in the Indian 
Test side again 
not just as a 
player, but as the 
vice-captain too. 
In this interview 
he talks about 
life prior to this 
event and also 
reveals a personal 
side of him 


INTERVIEWED BY 
RAKESHSHARMA 









I N 1’ E V 1 IE W 


the evening of the day 
M ^he Indian Test squad for 

■ Mthe tour of New Zealand 
was announced, this 
writer called up AJayJadeja on his 
mobile phone and congratulated him 
for not merely finding a berth m the 
Test side but also for being made the 
vice-captain for the Tests too. 1 began 
by asking.. . 

How does It feel now that you are 
back in the Test side and to top it 
all, you have been made the 
vice-captain also? 

I am overwhelmed by the trust 
imposed on me by making me the 
vice-captain. I will do my best to 
justify this trust. It gives me an added 


despondent over his Test career, who 
had interfaced with this writer in 
Dhaka during the Wills International 
Cup at Dhaka. Following are the 
excerpts of that interview... 

The vice-captain of the Indian 
one-day squad, captain against 
Kenya, and in the 
Commonwealth Games, and yet 
AJay Jadeja does not find a place 
in the Indian Test squad. What 
goes on in his mind? How does he 
feel? 

Nothing goes on in my mind. The only 
reason that I haven't played in the last 
couple of Test matches has been 
because there hasn't been a need for a 
sixth batsman as the first five 


1 have seen AJay Jadeja timing 
(his strokes) so exquisitely, 
perhaps as well as his grand-uncle 
or great grand-dad did in their 
days —during the 1st Test against 
New Zealand at Bangalore In 
1995 . Is the same AJay Jadeja not 
good enough to open for India? 

It's not the same. I think a cricketer 
goes through patches, like all the 
greats have had good and bad seasons. 
It just so happened that when we were 
touring England, I had a bad tour and 
the new guys did pretty well— Rahul 
and Saurav grabbed on to their places 
and there are no places to grab now. It 
has nothing to do with an individual 
player—^you may be a great player, 
but if you have been out and the other 




responsibility, but it will not affect the 
spirit of my game and my attitude or 
temperament. It is a great honour to 
be chosen as vice-captain for India on 
a tour. 

I am glad to be considered as an 
opener for the Test team. I did not 
want to be branded as just a one day 
player. Being a vice-captain and 
opener are important roles and I am 
confident of doing well. 

However, it was an altogether 
different AJayJadeja, a touch 


Ajay Jadeja has been more than an useful 
contributor down the batting line in one-day 
cricket for India. Ha has pulled India back from 
many crisis situations 

automatically pick themselves. The 
top five have been doing so well that 
there is no place in the side. In the last 
Test match, it was an all-rounder who 
played; it is not as if someone opened 
in my place or came in as a batsman. 

So there is nothing apart from this, 
and I am going to keep working on my 
game and wait for the opportunity to 
come my way. 


guys are doing well, you don't get in 
until they give you a chance 

So, was Cdgbaston in 1996 your 
undoing? 

Yeah, I think that the first Test was 
probably where 1 lost it and then I was 
shifted down the order in the next 
Test and did not play after that. 

At Lord's, in the second Test, you 
did not get very many runs. 

Yeah, that's where I got three innings 
and I didn't do well, and the others 




Fitiding is Jadeja’s forta, and more often than not if the ball is travelling towards him, the 
batsmen start their walk back to the pavilion because he doesn't spill many 


really grabbed on to the opportunities 

Or had your batting as the 
swashbuckler at No.6 in one-day 
cricket made you iose touch as an 
opening batsman? 

No, no. Nothing of that sort. It's not 
for such a reason that I have lost out. 
It's a very simple reason; there is no 
place in the side. There is no batsman 
that you can take out and put me in, 
and the team needs the bowlers (five) 
Maybe if a batsman had played in 
place of me, maybe I would have had 
something in my heart or in my mind. 
1 don't see it as I am not picked, but I 
see it this way that 'there is no place in 
the side'. 

Coming to limited overs cricket, 
haven't you scored more runs as 
an opener than as a No.6? 

In limited overs cricket, any cricketer 
who opens will score more than those 
playing at numbers six, five, or even 
four. Even if you are batting at three, 
you can get in only if one of the first 
two guys, gets out. More than the 
number of runs scored by a batsman 
in one day cricket, it is more important 
as to what number he has scored them 
at. 

Ajay, today you are a very 
successful man, but are you happy 
with the cricket you are playing? 

I am very happy. Today people might 
say that cricket is a profession but 
when I started playing in 1983-84, it 
was nowhere close to a profession and 
the only reason I played this game is 
because 1 loved the game. Now that 1 
have made good use of playing at No.6 
and at No.5 today, so I am probably 
enjoying it more everyday. It hasn't 
got monotonous; it hasn't been the 
same cricket for me all throughout. I 
have been on a graph that has gone up 
and down, up and down. And there is 
a new challenge for me virtually 
everyday. 

Yet Ajay, any good cricketer 
worth his salt always says that the 
true test of a cricketer comes in 
the longer version of the game 
—in Test cricket—which you 
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have not been piaying too often. 

Not too well cither. Because, I've had 
a brief career in Test cricket. I have not 
had a long run in Test cricket like five 
or ten Test matches together. 1 have 
had an eleven Test-match career of 
which, at least, I can remember 
three-four games and even people do 
remember me in those. So that does 
satisfy me, but what disappointed me 
in my Test career is that every time 
I've scored I have not gone on to 
getting three-figures. A hundred in 
cricket is a magical figure. Once you 
get to that magical mark, you do tend 
to get a cushion behind you. 

In cricket you do tend to have good 
days and bad days, and if when 
playing well as at Bangalore in the Test 
you mentioned (against New Zealand 
'95), had I gone on to get a hundred, 1 
would have probably played another 
Test-match and you never know, I 
would have scored again and probably 
held onto a place. As it transpired, I 


couldn't. Then I got a opportunity in 
Antigua. I didn't do too badly there. I 
got a 90 odd. Then there was just one 
more game. And then we were in Sri 
Lanka playing in a game where 900 
runs were scored and that is the game I 
missed. So it is one of those things 
where I have myself to blame, I guess. 
If I had made the most of the 
opportunities I had, probably 
someone else would have been saying 
the things I am saying now that 'there 
is no place in the side'. 

Is It the roll of the dice—lady 
luck— that has gone against you? 

Luck is a major factor in cricket. But if I 
wasn't lucky enough, I wouldn't have 
made it to Indian cricket. That's the 
way I feel. At a certain level there is 
not much of a difference between 
most of the cricketers and you have to 
be there at the right time and the right 
moment, which I think I have been 
quite fortunate to be in. I have no 



regrets that I haven't played so many 
Test matches because I have been 
playing cricket. That is what I wanted 
to play. When I started playing it was 
only in my backyard, and then at 
school, but I was enjoying the cricket 1 
played as much as I am enjoying it 
now. 

There Is a view that Ajay Jadeja 1$ 
being fast sucked into Bombay 
cinema, towards an acting 
assignment, in course of time. Is 
thattrue? 

I know I spend a lot of time in 
Bombay, and I know a lot of people 
from the film industry. They are good 
friends. There have been talks once in 
a while; we have had chats and 
meetings about doing movies. But 
there is nothing at the moment. 

Cricketers like Salim Durrani and 
Sandip Patil took up acting 
assignments in the autumh of 
their careers. Would your taking 
upafllmrole signal 


With hit spontaneity and raady axuberanca, 
Jadeja has more than a leaaooabla amount of 
fan following and advertisement contracts. 
One d the most saleable Indian cricketers 

the onset of autumn on your 
career-graph? 

The first thing that 1 would like to clear 
is that I have not taken up any acting 
role and neither is anything on the 
cards as such in the near future. 

Leading weekly news-magazines 
have put in their back-pages, in 
eye-catchers etc. that.... 

Like any media, tomorrow you can 
say what you want. There is 
sometimes little that I believe in what 
is printed because there has been a 
story a month ago that I am engaged 
now, or going to be engaged to 
someone. 

Oh, your link-up with Tabu! 

No, to Bhagyashree's sister and that 
the families know each other. My 
father was a Member of Parliament: 


he knows about seventy thousand 
families; 1 can't possibly marry all their 
daughters. 1 cannot marry every 
woman I know. I wish I could. If the 
Press says I am doing a movie that 
doesn't mean that I am doing one 
unless I say so. And if I plan to do one 
I'd let everybody know 

With so many gifted women 
seeking your friendship, are you 
going to remain like our Prime 
Minister, a bachelor unto last? 

Why not? If the man who runs our 
country can be, why not mc'> You 
never know what's going to happen 
tomorrow, but as of today, 1 have no 
plans. 

Coming back to cricket, you keep 
talking to your team-mates most 
of the time, but what do you say? 
More often than not, it has the 
effect of cheering them up. How 
come you do that? 

I guess it IS a bad habit that I can't sit 
still, or be quiet, and I can assure you 









most of the time it is noi about cricket, 
on the field also There are times when 
I crack ajokc on the ground I get 
people to laugh or 1 like to laugh 
myself It sjustthcwaylain 

Have you been like this ever since 
a young boy? 

It s just not me others do it to me loo 1 
guess I have been through lots of ups 
and downs that helps because I know 
at what stage somebody is not feeling 
comfortable so I know how it feels 
unlike someone who has never gone 
through a really bad phase He would 
not know what it feels like batting in a 
bad phase or bowling in a bad phase or 
when you are trying to make a 
comeback 

How much of a toll does a 
comeback take on a player? 

I think a comeback is the most difficult 
thing in cncket and more so in Indian 
cricket To make it to a side is initially 
quite easy but once you have been 
there and not done well to get that 
label or tag off ^ lu is very difficult 
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Jadeia with Sachin Tandulkar Both have 
immonsa rasped for each other, and always 
seem to be onioying each other s company 

Ajay, have there been moments of 
self-doubt when you've said to 
yourself, 'Am 1 good enough to 
play Test cricket for the country'? 

The simple argument the simple fact 
IS that if I had these doubts I should 
have had them on my first tour of 
South Africa a disastrous one for me 
And every time that 1 have made a 
comeback I have returned a better 
cricketer Sol think that says it all if I 
had doubts I wouldn t have made an 
effort to come back to try and dobetter 

Finally, when you hang up your 
boots, what would you like to be 
remembered most for? 

The only desire I have is that the 
team-mates I ve played with should 
look back and feel and say that they 
missed me at this place or that they 
miss me today I know, in fact I am 
sure lama kind of guy who vvill not 
have great records to show at the end 
of my career which those who look 


into books would be moved to say he 
was a great cricketer But all my life 
I ve wanted that when I am forty fifty 
orsixty or whatever if I see an old 
team mate of mine he should walk 
up to me and say Hello rather than 
run away from me saying, this guy 
was worried only about hisowngame 
Or else I d like to be remembered in 
the team as the guy who was there for 
everybody and everybody was there 
for him I would like to be 
remembered in my side rather than in 
the world no matter how big a 
cricketer you may have been—you 
may have been the world record 
holder once you ve packed up your 
bags and gone you are not sought 
after anymore because there is a new 
star coming up each day How many 
people remember Salim Durrani or 
Ghavri todays In their times they 
were great cricketers There will be 
stars after I finish hopefully not as 
soon as people think Hopefully, I'll 
try and stay on for as long as I can But 
1 would like to be remembered In the 
dressing room as long as I can 




LOOKING BACK 


Cartoon by GOP At SARKAR 
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A look at the 
main sporting 
events in 1998 


Left French skipper Didier 
Oeschamps proudly holds aloft the 
World Cup trophy after the last Final 
of the mlllenlum. They humiliated 
reigning champions, star-studded 
Brazil 3-0 in the Final on home soil. 
France ended their dream run by 
scoring the most goals (15) by any 
team in the 1998 extravaganza 
Top right The God that failed, 
Brazil—and his innumerable fans 
worldwide—expected a lot of 
fireworks from the wily Ronaldo but 
he turned out to be a big 
disappointment, especially in the 
Final against Zinedine Zidane and 
company. The lethal striker who 
went through some 'anxious 
moments' during the later part of the 
tournament played the Final with a 
pain killer but couldn't produce his 
best. In short, fh9 Player of the Year 
was a flop and the picture shows it all 
Below. Mexico's Luis Hernandez 
scores the second goal against 
South Korea. He was the team's 
leading scorer with four goals 
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Left Underdogs Croatia, the 'babes 
of the 16th edition of the World Cup 
earned the applause of the football 
fraternitY with their sterling 
performance. The Croatian attack 
was mainly spearhaaded by their 
most dependable Davor 
'Sukerman' Suker, who is seen he 
celebrating the team's victory 
against Holland. Suker won the 
Golden Boot at Franca '98 
Right; Former World Cup 
champions Argentina played well ii 
patches but failed to get to the 
ultimate round in spite of a 
formidable strike force. Picture 
shows Claudio Lopez celebrating h 
goal with Gabriel Batistuta against 
Holland. Batistuta scored hat-tricks 
in successive World Cups 





Top Olympic champions Nigeria 
were quite impressive in their short 
stint in France. But they will have to 
do their homework assiduously in 
the future to reach world standards 
Picture shows Denmark's Peter 
Moller pulling Nigerian Mutin 
Adepoju's jersey during an 
interception in round two The 
unfancied Danes eliminated the 
African team from the competition 
Above left Iran made their debut 
among the three teams (South Korea 
and Japan being the other two) from 
the Asian zone, but they too hove to 
work their way up to match the more 
formidable European and Latin 
American counterparts. Here 
Yugoslavia goalkeeper clashed with 
teammate Goran DJorovic in their 
group tie against Iran 
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(Top) Indian cricket had a 
relatively good outing in 1998 
Taking over as the captain 
Mohammad Azharuddin began by 
winning the Independence Cup in 
Dhaka, keeping intact his 
reputation as the most successful 
Indian skipper Their balance sheet 
showed a few losses including 
some inexplicable ones like their 
performance in the 
Commonwealth Games, and in the 
Sahara Cup in Canada Overall, 
celebrations like this after winning 
the Singer Akai Nidahas 
tournament in Colombo were 
common in Indian cricket this year 

(Right) When Indian cricket was 
looking for an able support system 
for Srinath and Venkatesh Prasad, 
A|it Agarkar came along Today he 
has emerged as a bowler who can 
get the vital breakthroughs when 
needed Not |ust that, this Mumbai 
lad has wowed everyone with his 
battM too His 26 off 12 balls 
ana mstSii Lanka at Sharjah will 
‘vMwrfpIgotten in a hurry by the 
MJIPns and Ranatunga's men 









(Top) it was billed as the clash of 
the champions The best batsman 
in the world, taking on the best 
spinner of the world on spinning 
tracks However, it was a no 
contest with Sachin's willow 
dominating the proceedings 
throughout "I will be going to bed 
having nightmares of Sachin just 
running down the wicket and 
belting me back over the head for a 
six," said Warne after Sachin was 
finished with him 


(Left) Indians gifted Zimbabwe 
their second Test victory in 31 
Tests when they failed to get to a 
meagre lead posted by the 
Zimbabweans in the one>off Test 
Here Heath Streak and Henry 
Olonga make off with the spoils of 
victory India had defeated them in 
the one-day series 
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(Top): Th 0 West Indians pose with 
the Wisden Trophy which they 
managed to win for the 13th time 
running 


(Left): It was the series that a lot of 
people were looking forward to. 
The Englishman wore on tour to 
the West Indies trying to salvage 
their cricketing pride, and the Was 
Indies led by Brian Lara for the first 
time were giving nothing away. 
However, dubious history of sorts 
was created when the first Test at 
Sabina Park hed to be abandoned. 
The pitch was a minefield with the 
English batsmen getting hit by 
both Walsh and Ambroae. Play wa 
called off by the umpires when 
Englend were 17*3. Picture shows 
AIm Stewart getting the 
'treatment' from Curtly Ambrose 
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(Top): India ended their one-day 
campaign in 1998 on a winning 
note thanks to some superlative 
performances from Sachin 
Tendulkar. They won the 
three-nation Coca Cola Trophy 
defeating Zimbabwe by 10 wickets 
in the final at Sharjah. It was the 
first 10 wicket victory in a final of a 
one-day tournament 


(Right); Brian Lara shown here on 
arrival at the Johannesburg 
airport, almost put the historic 
South African tour in jeopardy, 
after he led a players' revolt asking 
for better pay scales. Both he and 
Carl HoopBi^ere stripped off their 
positions, but were later 
reinstated, and the dispute solved 
after the West Indies Cricket Board, 
and even Soeth African leaders like 
Nelson Mgndela and Ali Bacher 
‘ intervened 







(Top) When Alec Stewart took over as captain 
of the England team (in picture) he was 
supposed to bring English cricket out of the 
doldrums Against the visiting South Africans, 
the hosts managed to pull off a series victory 
England had not won a five-Test series since 
'86-87 and not since 1955 had won the decisive 
match of a five-Test rubber South Africa though 
had won the one-day Texaco Trophy against 
England 2-1 The Test series was marred by a lot 
of controversial umpiring decisions 


(Left) Ian Healy has been doing yeoman work 
for the Australians both as a wicketkeeper and 
as a batsman In the first Test against Pakistan at 
Rawalpindi, Healy caught Wasim Akram who 
became his 356th Test victim, a world record for 
most dismissals by a keeper Healy, who is an 
integral part of the Australian Test side, 
impressed throughout the year with his sterling 
performances 
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(Extram* left, top) 
Leander Paas and 
Maheth Bhupathi had a 
draam run as a doubles 
team this year They 
reached the semis of 
three Grand Slams and 
won six titles including 
two Super Nines (Roms 
and Paris) They beat the 
Woodies for the first time 
ever, at the Shanghai 
Open Leander for the 
first time since '90 pulled 
out of a Davis Cup tie (vs 
Kaly) duo to injury 
Leander also won his first 
Tour singles title (Hall of 
Fame, Newport) and 
reached a career high of 
73 after the Pilot Pen 
tournament where he 
defeated Pets Sampras 
However, during the fag 
end of the year, the 
second ranked doubles 
team fared dismally at 
the World Doubles 
Championship where 
they tost ail their matches 


(Extreme left, bottom) 
The queen was 
back and how Steffi 
Graf made a stupendous 
comeback (pictured here 
with Nathalie Tauziat 
after winning the WTA 
Tennis tournament in 
Leipzig for her 105th 
title) Gref was back to 
the form of yore, and 
after that in two 
tournaments went on to 
defeat Davenport, 

Hingis, Novotna and 
Tauziat Graf became the 
first woman ever to 
defeat the top three 
players in the world in a 
four match span 
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etr Korda nicknamad 'Tha Human Toothpick' mada adsaor 
icks and tha cartwhaal fashionabla in tha man'i circuit this 
ear Ha startad off calabrations aftar winning tha Australian 
ipan final dafaating Marcalo Rios Rios, of coursa, was not 
na to forgat things in a hurry and calabratad with a 
artwhaal aftar his naxt win against Korda. An amotionai 
orda who thrillad tha spaotators at Flindars Park sought out 
'ifa Ragina and daughtar Jassica aftar tha victory and 
e dicatad his titia to tha mastar of all showman: John 
t Enroa who was doing eommantary for Channal 7 


If Staff! Graf hoggad all tha haadiinas for making a 
stupandous comaback, thara was one Mr Andra Agassi who 
not so long ago was among the bast to play tha gams of 
tennis. Some attituda promems, a loss of interest, 
motivational problems and constant tosses to unfanciad 
opponents mada him a pale shadow of his former self His 
ranking plummatad and ha ended'97 ranked 140 However, 
tha showman that hois, Agassi announced his intentions to 
be thara right at tha top at tha beginning of tha year No one 
took him seriously Andra did, and ended '98 back in tha top 
tbn What happens in'997 
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(Topi; Vishwanathan Anand 
(pictured here witli wite Aruna and 
mother) came really close to 
winning the World Championships 
of chess this year at Lausanne. He 
lost in the Final to Anatoly Karpov, 
It was quite a lop- sided Final with a 
fresh Karpov taking on and 
defeating Anand who had played 
23 games before the Final, and then 
played 8 games against Karpov. In 
total Karpov played eight games in 
a week, compared to Anand's total 
of 31 games in a month without a 
break in between 

(Right): Michael Doohan of 
Australia won the BOOcc Grand Prix 
motorcycling Championships tor 
the fifth consecutive time this year. 
Doohan who rides for Honda had a 
tough time motivating himself at 
the beginning of the season but 
then got into the groove After this 
win he's all set for his sixth title and 
promised his fans to really work 
bard at it next year A repeat 
performance, shall we say f 







THE GOLDEN 

Five great players noted for their 
distinctive style and never-say-die 
spirit retired after France '98 



BY NOVY KAPADIA 


UTURE generations will 
remember 1998 as a year of 
epochal changes m world 
football. In the last World 
Cup of the 20th century, France broke 
the monopoly of the six previous 
winners and won for the first time. 
The father figure of FIFA, Joao 
Havelange at last retired and was 
replaced by Sepp Blatter who 

Carim Valderrama (10): hia unique playing 
style will ba sorely missed 


prevailed over the UEFA's candidate 
Lennart Johannson in an acnmonious 
election at Paris. Rich European clubs 
threatened to break away from their 
parent body UEFA and form a 
breakaway super league proposed by 
Media Partners However, after much 
negotiations, the rich clubs of Europe, 

dubbed the G-14 reached a 
compromise with the UEFA and 
endorsed plans tor a new ^2 team 
Champions' League. Media baron 
Rupert Muidoch's take over of one of 
the popular clubs in the world, 
Manchester United is a further 


indication of the growing power and 
might of satellite TV. 

Above all, 1998 will be remembered 
for the end of an era of several stalwart 
players, Dunga, Brazil's dynamic 
defensive midfielder and skipper, the 
cultured Columbian midfielder Carlos 
Valderrama, the phlegmatic Brazilian 
custodian Claudio Taffarel, the lively 
and cerebral German skipper Jurgen 
Klinsmann and the bustling Bulgarian 
forward Hristo Stoitchkov. They were 
not only great players but great 
personalities noted for their 
distinctive style and never-say-die 
spun. Their retirement is the end of an 
era, a page of history has turned for 
ever 

CARLOS VALDERRAMA: Columbia's 
most capped player has a distinctive 
hair style and playing style. His 
flaming orange and grizzly hair style 
makes him stand out on any field. He 
has a seemingly casual style and never 
appears to use up much energy. 
However such is his speed of thought 
that he is at the right place at the right 
time. His movements are deceptive. 

His imperial presence, vision and 
ability in midfield will be sorely 
missed not only by Columbia but by 
football lovers all over the world. 

Overall, the 36-year-old 
Valderrama has played 108 matches 
for his country and scored 10 goals. He 
was Columbia's captain at France '98. 
Valderrama became the 34th member 
of the 100 club, namely players who 
have appeared 100 times or over for 
their national team. This colourful 
midfielder reached this milestone in a 
long international career which 
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stretches to 12 years. 

He made his international debut on 
October 27, 1985 in an away World 
Cup qualifying tie in Paraguay which 
his team lost 0-3. His 100th cap came 
on August 6,1997 when Columbia 
surprisingly lost 0-1 to Jamaica. He is 
Columbia's most capped player and 
has created a record by playing in five 
successive South American 
championships, the biennial Copa 
America from 1987 to 1995. He 
missed the 1997 Copa America 
because he was resting for the more 
important World Cup qualifying 
games being played at virtually the 
same time. 

His record is impressive. He 
has played in three successive Worid 
Cups and has never missed a match in 
the final rounds. Born in Santa Marta 
on September 2, 1991 Valderrama 
started his prolessional career with 
Santa Marta. He has also played for 
Millonarios, Atlctico Nacional and 
moved abroad to France to represent 
Montpellier and then moved to Real 
Valladoid of Spain. After his spell in 
Europe he returned to Columbia and 
opted for Atletico Nacional, then 
shifted to Medellin and finally to 
Atlctico Junior. He had a brief stint 
with Tampa Bay Mutiny in the US 
Major League but returned on loan to 
Atlctico Junior of Barranquilla. 

Valderrama has retired from 
international football but says he will 
continue playing for his Columbian 
club for another two years. 

Valderrama used to strut about the 
fieldlike a bom leader and playmaker. 
His main attributes were outstanding 
ball control, vision and ability to read a 
game. He has never got overawed by 
the occasion and plays better in big 
matches. Age has slowed his mobility 
but his passing and presence at France 
'98 commanded respert. 

CLAUDIO TAFFAREL; In the Final 
against France, Taffarel won his 99th 
cap for Brazil the best-ever sequence 
by a Brazilian goalkeeper. Overall, he 
has been the first choice goalkeeper 
for Brazil in three World Cups, 
starting in Italia '90. When Taffarel 
appeared irt’the 1998 World Cup 


Claudio Taffarel: judgofflam, calm 
prasenca and safe collaction wara his forte 

Cup match, equalling the German 
Sepp Maier's record for goalkeeping 
appearances in the Finals. Taffarel has 
not officially announced his 
international retirement as he hopes 
to get his 100th cap. However, 
Wanderlcy Luxembergo, the current 
Brazilian coach, thinks he is over the 
hill and is unlikely to call him up for 
one more sentimental appearance. 
Thus the official international 
retirement is expected soon. 

His calm presence in the Brazilian 
goal will be missed. This 1.80 metres 
tall goalkeeper who weighs 80 kgs is 
not a flamboyant custodian. He 
relics on instinct and knowledge of his 
opponents to decide which way to 
dive in a penalty shoot-out. Taffarel, 
who first came into the limelight in 
the 1988 Seoul Olympics (Brazil lost 
in the final to erstwhile USSR) is not 
oustanding at any one facet of 
goalkeeping. However he is efficient 
in many aspects, such as judgement, 
calm presence and safe collection of 
crosses. 

In Brazil where forwards and 
midfielders are idolised, youngsters 
rarely want to play as goalkeepers. 
Taffarel was an exception and played 
as a goalkeeper since his youth. He is 
the only Brazilian goalkeeper to 
achieve heroic status by his 

t f t • V t . I 


Rose Bowl Pasedena, USA in the 1994 
World Cup Final and against Holland 
in the semi-finals of the 1998 World 
Cup. His consistency was rewarded 
when the Brazilian President Cardoso 
described him as a national hero for 
his role in the semi-final win over the 
Dutch team. 

At present, he is playing club 
football for Galatasaray in Turkey. 
Born on May 8, 1966 in Crissiunal at 
Rio Grande he started his career with 
International and then moved to 
Parma and Reggians of Italy and then 
returned to the Brazilian club Atletico 
Mineiro. Brazil will miss this balding 
goalkeeper and his rare ability to 
handle pressure in any crises. 

JURGEN KLINSMANN- The 
intelligent Klinsmann will be missed 
not only as a footballer but also as an 
unique individual. He has played 108 
internationals for his country and 
scored 47 goals. In Germany, he is a 
living legend for his commitment to 
the national cause and social activism. 

At France '98, he played in his third 
successive World Cup. His game is 
based on speed, clinical finishing, 
non-stop mobility and fearless 
running. Klinsmann was a very 
intelligent player, whose main 
attributes were an ability to drift into 
space, receive a pass and turn quickly 
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Jurgan Kliimnann: a living lagand for hit 
commitnient to tho national causa and social 
activism 

a very competitive player, 
commanding in the air and effective 
with both feet. 

During his career, he overcame 
adversity on several occasions by his 
sound temperament. He was injured 
for the semi-finals of Euro '96 and was 
barely able to hobble. Still he 
recovered to play in the final and led 
his team to victory. Prior to the 1998 
World Cup, he lost his goai-scoring 
touch and coach Bertie Vogts thought 
of dropping him from the national side. 
However he regained his composure 
as a striker during the World Cup and 
scored three vital goals against Iran, 
USA and Me> ico. German fans will 
always cherish thf memory of his 
heroic display in the 1990 World Cup 
against Holland. 

In that pre-quarter fjjnal tie, 

Germany was reducedio ten men, as 
co-striker Rudi Voller was sent off the 


field for a clash with Holland's Frank 
Rijkaard. Such was his commitment, 
work rate and running off the ball that 
he harassed the Dutch defence into 
suspicion and error. He performed the 
role of two players and helped 
Germany win 2-1. In full cry his sheer 
athleticism and determination helped 
him to score unbelievable goals. 

Amongst international 
sportspersons he is a rare social 
activist. Klinsmann supports the 
Greens Party and is very keen on 
several ecological issues. He spends a 
lot of time in charitable works, raised 
funds for victims of an earthquake in 
Iran in 1990, worked with deprived 
children, orphans and war ravaged 
children. Such charitable acts have 
been highly commended and he will 
be remembered as the perfect 


ambassador for his sport. 

Twice German Footballer of the 
Year (1988 and 1994) and England’s 
Player of the Year in 1995, he has 
played football in four countries, 
Germany for Rayern Munich, in Italy 
for Inter Milan and Sampadoria, in 
England for Tottenham Hotspur and 
in France for Monaco. After his 
retirement, he will spend jnore time in 
charitable causes. 

DUNGA: The human dynamo, 

Dunga was an inspirational captain 
for Brazil. He retired after the World 
Cup Final loss to hosts France having 
played 90 matches and scoring six 
goals. His ability to organise the team 

Dunga had tha ability to cajola or inspiro his 
players to keep performing oven when down in 
the dumps 





in front of the back four will be sorely 
missed. Dunga will never be forgotten 
for his ability to ensure that the 
talented but temperamental 
Brazilians never lost then shape. His 
biting tackles, anticipation and 
sensible passing were not spectacular 
but very effective. 

He had the never-say-die spirit and 
ability to cajole or inspire his players to 
keep performing even when down in 
the dumps. Dunga was never a player 
with exceptional technical skills. He 
compensated by improving his 
distribution and work rate. Also he 
had exceptional positional sense and 
could effectively mop up in front ol 
the back four. At France '98, he 
frequently chided stars like Roberto 
Carlos and Rivaldo for cateless passes 
or lack of concentration. He also 



guided younger players like Denilson 
and Junior Baiano. Brazil will miss his 
inspirational and combative presence 
in midfield. Dunga played club 
football in Germany and Japan. 

HRISTO STOITCHKOViThe bustling, 
32-ycar-old Bulgarian striker with a 
lethal left foot has retired after an 
illustrious international career. He 
played in 74 matches and scored 36 
goals for his country. The hallmark of 
his career was at the 1994 World Cup in 
USA, in which Bulgaria finished third. 
He emerged as the joint top scorer ol 
the 1994 World Cup with six goals. 

His explosive skills, unrelenting 
pace and sheer combativeness will be 
sorely missed. Stoitchkov was afways 
an entertaining player, who liked to 
run at defences. His close control, 
good dribbling skills and powerful 
left-footed shots always made him an 
exciting player to watch whether for 
Bulgaria or for his club sides 
Barcelona and CSKA Sofia. 

He started his career with CSKA 
Sofia and then moved to Barcelona of 
Spain where along with Romario he 
formed a superlative attacking duo. 


Hristo Stoi tchkov; Bulgaria will miss him badly 

He next moved to Parma of Italy but 
soon returned to Barcelona. He also 
played a few matches for A1 Nasr of 
Saudi Arabia just before the 1998 
World Cup and scored the winning 
goal, which enabled them to win the 
Asian Cup Winners' Cup. 

A very competitive player, he was 
known for needling opponents and 
the referee This led to frequent 
bookings but he had the ability to 
bounce back when written off. His 
clashes with national coach Hristo 
Bonev are also legendary but he 
always played his heart out for his 
country which endeared him to the 
fans. 

However, his combative style and 
speed made him a delight to watch. 
Bulgaria will be weak without his 
presence He was European footballer 
of the Year and Bulgarian Sportsman 
of the Year in 1994. That same year he 
won a Spanish league championship 
medal with Barcelona and finished 
runners-up in The European 
Champions Cup against A.C.Milan 
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Singh^ It does seem that he is a case of 
revenge being a dish that tastes best 
when It IS cold 

“Many years ago the coach 
recollected, wiping tears from his 
eyes ' I had applied for a job in the 
Punjab Sports Ministry and Milkha 
Singh had rejected my application 
Ever since that time it had my dream 
to produce an athlete who could 
break Milkha's Rome Olympic record 
I am happy that I have realised my 
dream ’ 

The boyish-looking Paramjit Singh 
IS 6 2" tail, with a lithe frame He runs 
strongly but he conveys an ease of 
movement, reminiscent of the great P 


(Left) Paramjit Singh on his way to setting a 
new national mark in the 40Qm 
(Above) The triumphant Railway 4 x 4a0m relay 
team which ra-wrote the national mark (From 
left) Lijo David, Ramchandran, data Shankar 
and Paramjit Singh 

T Usha He seems to have a genuine 
natural talent Now whether he can 
transform this ability into an Asian 
level performance is yet to be seen 
Here s a look at his background 
He was born 26 summers ago in 
the village of Nainowalljatiam in 
Hoshiarpiir district in the Punjab His 
father Knpal Singh worked in the Air 
Force while his mother Amnk Kaur 
was a housewife The father played 
recreational volleyball 


Son Paramjit started with kho-kho 
and football then moved to volleyball 
and played for the State when he was 
in class nine In class ten he took part 
in the tuple jump and impressed the 
local coaches He was admitted into 
the nearby Tanda Urmur Sports 
School where SAl coach Harjit Singh 
suggested that he switch to the 400m 
because he was tall 

He showed potential and at the age 
of 18 he was employed by the Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) as a Head 
Constable in 1992 It was only in 1994 
that he made an imjiact on the 
national stage He took part in the '94 
All India Police Meet at Jaipur and 
won both the 200m and 400m gold 
medals Harbans Singh took over as 
coach now and Paramjit continued to 
improve steadily He was picked for 
the national tamp for the Asian 
Games in 94 

Subsequently, he was seleaed to 
represent India at Hiroshima in the 4 x 
400m relay team India came fifth His 





Has The 
Record Actually 
Been Broken? 


I heard the most amazing stories 
at the Salt Lake Stadium, a day 
after Paramjit Singh broke the 
record. Several athletes in 
off-the*record conversations 
stated with the utmost conviction 
that the timer was deliberately 
stopped, before the race was over. 

“He did not break the record,^' 
they said with emphasis, “but you 
can't quote me on it." ; 

“How can you prove it?" I ask. 
“That Is for you to investigate," 
they said. 

It's difficult to prove this 
allegation, especially if the 
cover>up, as it has b^ insinuated, 
has been done at the hipest level. 
Were these charges motivated by 
jealousy? by a sense of 
vindictiveness? One cannot say,, 
for sure. 

One interesting point was that 
Paramjit Sin^ never radiated the 
thrill and excitement that most 
athletes show when they break a 
record that has stood as long as this 
one. He looked absolutely calm, 
almost detached, like this was just 
another day at the office. 

Anyway, all one can say it is that 
now up to Paramjit Singh to 
squash these rumours by 
consistently going below Milkha 
Singh's timing of 45.73 secs 
whenever he runs. 

That is the only way he can 
silence his critics. 


next internatiofialincet was the SAP 
Games at Chennaiivhere he won the 
silver medal with a^JCrsonal best time 
of 46.33 secs. He alsatook part in the 
'95 World Police Games in Melbourne 
where he won the 200 and 400m gold. 

"It was at the SAP Games in 1995," 
said Paramjit Singh, “that a lot of 








ParamiH Singh having a chat with fallow athiata Sunita Rani 


athletes told me that I had the talent to 
break Milkha Singh's record." 

The idea began to crystallise in his 
mind. His coach also egged him on. 

"I instilled in him the desire to beat 
Milkha Singh's mark," Harbans Singh 
stated, stroking his salt>and-pepper 


mornings and go for practice. Am 
then you have to come back in th 
afternoon and do more of the san 
You have to do^his for months ai 
years together. It needs a great de 
dedication, consistency and sacril 
You also have to cope with a lot o 


beard, “it wasn't an easy task. It's not setbacks." 












came In 1996 when, a day prior lo the 
Olympic Trials, out of sheer tension, 
he had diarrhoea. He became so weak 
that he could not participate in the 
Trials and missed the chance to go for 
the Olympic Games. It was a 
confidence-shattering episode for 
him. "After months of training," 
recalled Paramjit Singh, "to lose out at 


the final hurdle was too 
disappointing. I know that I missed a 
great opportunity to test myself at the 
Olympics. I feel that if I had gone, 1 
would have knocked off Milkha 
Singh's mark at Atlanta itself." 

"I had a difficult time to make him 
see hope again,'' added Harbans Singh. 

In 1997, a motorcycle accident at 


Patiala resulted in a fractured wrist 
and he was out of action fur months 
together. But now, this year, having 
trained assiduously, he has achieved 
Indian athletics immortality. 

In his personal life, by 1996, he fell 
in love with E.B. Shyla, a 100m 
runner who works for the Food 
Corporation of India and is from 
Shimoga in Karnataka. They are 
planning to get married in January. 
Shyla is a confident girl, talks fluent 
English and was dressed smartly in a 
white t-shirt tucked into purple track 
pants and blue sneakers. 

As a trio of journalists accompanied 
Paramjit towards the SAl canteen, on 
the last evening of the Open 
Nationals, Shyla caught up with the 
group and asked her fiance whether 
he was coming along with her. He 
said, "No time." 

"Yes," she replied, in a faintly 
sarcastic tone, "now you won't have 
anytime." 

I got the feeling that once the scribes 
left and he went to sec her, she would 
say, "1 thought that you said you had 
no time for me. Then how come you 
have come now?" 

And, as it has happened for 
thousands of years, the man would go 
down on his knees, record-holder or 
not, and beg for forgiveness. 

We sat around a table, sipping from 
bottles of 'Miranda' and I asked 
Paramjit, "What are the qualities that 
attracted you to Shyla in the first 
place?" 

"She is a very simple girl," he 
replied, with a shy grin, "she is very 
natural and she always listens to me 
That is what I like the most about 
her." Interestingly, she said the same 
thing about him. Likes attract, I 
suppose. 

So, Paramjit Singh is on a roll. A 
38-year-old record has been 
shattered. He is going to gel married 
soon and his boss in the CRPF told him 
over the phone that he would soon be 
promoted to the post of Deputy 
Superintendent of Police soon. 

What more could a man ask? 

Perhaps, a little bit of metal from the 
Asian Games, for a start. • 
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SHARP 

SHOOTER 

JASPAL RAN A talks about the difficulties of a shooting career in India and 
bemoans the fact that cricket is hogging all the attention 


INTERVIEWED BY ANIRBAN 
SIRCAR, KUALA LUMPUR 


IP anyone deserves aciolades for 
representing the nation then it has to 
be the amazing Indian shooter Jaspal 
Rana The handsome 22 year old 
one e agatn deli vered the goods by 
striking two golds and two silvers in 
his favouritcentre fire pistol and air 
pistol individual and team evi nts at 
the 16th Commonwealth Carnes m 
Malaysia 

One of the youngest top class 
shooteis in the world Rana has also 
struck gold in the Asian Gann s and 
the 1994 Commonwealth Games The 
c harming young man is from 
Utiarkashi in the GarhwalHimalayas 
of Uttar Pradesh 

Here are excerpts from the interview 


How does it feel to be carrying the 
national flag in such events as the 
Asian Games and the 
Commonwealth Games? 

I cannot really express my feelings I 
just feel very proud and honoured 
because I have been chosen from so 
many others to lead our contingent at 
the march past ceremonies of 
international events such as the Asian 
and Comit onwealth Games 

What kltld^if financial support 
are you getting as a shooter in 
India? ti 

Well 1 have been tfery fortunate that 
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JCT Mills has been 

there for me all the time and 1 am sure 

that they will continue to support me 


Are you satisfied with the 
assistance that you are getting, be 
it from the corporate sector or 





rom the government? 

am satisfied with myself because in 
ndia you have to do things on your 
)wn. I do not expect somebody to 
ome and help me out because you 
ire responsible for yourself and you 
annot change the system. 1 believe 
hat the sports budget of Oxford 
Jniversity is greater than that of our 
’overnment. That best explains the 
ituation. 

iVhat drives you to achieve gold 
dr India? 

get my drive from the immense hard 
vork that I put into my practice 
essions. I do not set unrealistic target 
cores for myself. I just think about 
ichieving and improving on my 
raining sessions and scores in the 
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trials and earlier matches. 

What has been your greatest 
achievement thus far in your 
shooting career? 

When I won the 1994 World Junior 
Shouting Championships in Milano, 
Italy. I got a world record score that 
still stands. At that time 1 had a knee 
injury and the doctor said that I would 
not be able to shoot and in fact 1 had to 
get my knee operated later that year. 
The fact that I won the title even after 
my knee got worse the night before 
really made me happy. 

What are the attributes of a 
world'class shooter? 

It is a question of getting the basics 
right. When you learn a language, you 



do not start spelling words or reading 
novels straightaway. You start with 
alphabets. The same principle applies 
in any sport, including shooting. The 
person who knows his basics well, is 
the best. 

Why do you think that cricket is 
given too much focus over other 
sports in India? 

Well the media has to be blamed for 
this. Yes, cricket is the largest spectator 
sport in India, but it is not even 
featured in the Olympic Games. So, 
for an Olympic medal we would have 
to turn to shooting, hockey or tennis. 

It is good that, at least, there is one 
sport in India that is getting attention, 
but why to such a large extent. After 
all, half of the Asian countries neither 


like cricket, nor do they want to know 
about the game. Why is half of the 
money spent on cricket not diverted 
to other sports in our country? 

What would you like to see the 
government do for shooting in 
India? 

First and foremost, we need modern 
equipments. There should be a proper 
policy in place so that shooters do not 
have to worry about their bread and 
butter. It would seriously jeorpardise 
their performances if things are not set 
right through a proper system. 

We have a legislation whereby only 
the ten best shooters in the country 
can get an impon licence for pistols 
and rifles. But how do you come in the 
best ten without proper weapons. This 
policy inconveniences a lot of budding 
shooters and in turn makes it difficult 
for new talents to emerge. 

Who inspired you to become a 
shooter? 

Well, my father was a shooting 
instructor with the elite Special 
Protection Group (SPG). 1 used to go 
with him lo watch the commandos 
train. I started shooting with him and 
then gradually he started to give me 
serious coaching lessons, including 
yoga classes. That helped me a lot. 
Now even my brother and sister, 
Sushma are also international 
shooters. 

What is your vision about the 
future of shooting in India? 

If I had the power and the resources, I 
would definitely love to build a big 
shooting range in each and every state 
in India. I would like to see more 
shooting schools. In fan, I have got 
land in Mussourie to establish a 
shooting academy. 

The inconsistent poiicy on the 
import of air pistols also needs to be 
reviewed. You see, it is ail right if 
someone brings in an air pistol in his 
baggage, but it is banned to 'legally' 
import such a weapon. Again, while 
the country expeas us to win medals, 
the concerned authorities suspect us 
of supplying arms to the terrorists. If 
such is the case, then they should ask 
us to stop shooting in India altogether. 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF 

. P. GANESH 

Meet the former hockey Olympian who played in the right extreme position 







BY AISHWARYA LAKSHMI 

L ife is busy as a bee these days 
for the distinguished hockey 
Olympian M P Ganesh, who 
IS the executive director of 
the well-established Sports Authority 
of India southern centre on the 
outskirts of Bangalore Conditioning 
classes for the SAI staffers arc 



I scheduled thrice a week and Ganesh 
takes part with his colleagues in 
jogging and playing games like 
football 

On other days, Ganesh, who keeps 
himself fit doing some strengthening 
exercises at the small gym he has, can 
be seen playing golf on the nine-hole 
course which he was instrumental in 
constructing inside the tailor-made 
complex spiead 

across 82 acres A visit with his wife to 
the temple located inside the campus a 
few metres away from his quarters 
IS followed by his routine and 
hectic office work 

The southern centre caters to the 
needs of four states (Andhra Pradesh 
Karnataka Kerala famil Nadu and 
two union territories (Pondicherry 
and I akshadweep) This centre has 22 
sub centres where hostel facilities 
exist Besides the orderly visits to 
places within his jurisdiction like 
helping the state governments with 
financial assistance for various 
schemes and dealing with all the 
central government schemes Ganesh 
IS busy on tours for 6-10 days 
in a month attending meetings in 
Delhi and Patiala 

National campers are often seen at 
this centre and Ganesh has to ensure 
that there is a proper coordination 
among three groups of people like 
administration scientific and 
coaching staff in order to help these 
sportspersons Excellent 
schemes in hockey volleyball and 
weightlifting also exist and there are 
also various diploma and master 
graduation courses 

Many stale assoc lations do seek SAI 
help regarding camps and coaches 
Besides monitoring the work of 
around 340 coaches deployed at SAI 
and helping them out, Ganesh also 
conducts the periodical refresher 
courses for them to update their 
knowledge Testing their physical and 
mental fitness also forms part of the 
former Olympian's work area 

The 52-year-old Coorgi, who 
represented India in hockey between 

Tha Ganashrin liiair hipical, traditional and 
athaic Kodara attira Ina coopla ara lonaljrand 
sad sinea tha unfathomabla lou of thair only 
ton Aiyappa (contra) 



Plays goH ontbaS-bolacoursainsidatho 
SAI complox 

1960-74 in all the international 
tournaments and played more than 
100 matches believes in helping 
sportspersons to perform better than 
him by providing them with better 
facilities ‘That s why I ve taken up 
this tough task he swears 
Decades ago Ganesh only knew 
how to handle a hockey suck But the 
former right extreme and also centre 
forward who now goes home for 
lunch for half an hour before 
resuming his afternoon duties which 
include rounds to the various sites, 
has more than understood his job 
Sports administration is not like 
any other administration explains 
Ganesh Heic we cannot have red 
tapism Such of those staff members 
who have not played sports at all need 
to be convinced as far as the 
requirements of sportspersons and 
their needs arc concerned Someone 
working in the sports department 
without any spons background 
makes a lot of difference Their 
attitude need to be gradually changed 
Though I'm busy with all this. I'm 
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enjoy mg my work," staled the 197 3 
Arjuna awardee 

Ganesh is also aware of the faet that 
in administration one cannot keep 
everybody happy He says my aim is 
not to satisfy eat hand everybody But 
to see that the sportspersons are 
benefitted for this, we have to 
encourage coaches and scientists 
which unfortunately IS not happening 
m oiir country 

ft was thanks to the former Chief 
Minister of Karnataka R Gundu Rao 
that Ganesh could take up sports 
administration He drifted to coaching 
m 1978 after playing and coac hing the 
leading club of Italy, I evante 
Insurance Company between 
1974 77 NIS, Patiala, posted him to 
the Sree Kanteerava Stadium 
Bangalore, as head of the department 

Thit n how Gsnoth ralaxot with wift Prsma 
•vary ovaning at hoaia, watching TV 

B V VPJAV 


of hockey a post he served for three 
years During one of the inter-state 
meets, Ganesh was invited as the chief 
guest to present medals Sports and 
Youth Services Minister Gundu Rao 
who knew him well happened to be 
there and offered him a state 
government post asking him to work 
for the promotion of sports m 
Karnataka Ganesh then worked as a 
Special Officer (Sports) in the Youth 
Services Depaitment on a contract 
basis for a monthly salary of Rs 1500 
In 1986 SAI director general 
Narender Singh on seeing Ganesh s 
work offered him a deputy directoi 
(coaching) post m Delhi which he 
readily acc epted as it provided him not 
only the job security but also an 
opportunity to contribute more to the 
sport The motive was the same but a 
vast area was given to me to serve 
sports ' recalls Ganesh 
Meanwhile Ganesh was also 


selected for an interview for the post 
of director at the NIS, Patiala for which 
he had applied before Having joined 
SAI just then, he took prior 
permission to appear for the interview 
and earned the post of director, 
regional centre Imphal, where he 
worked for two years 
In 1987, Ganesh s services were 
sought by the government and the 
Indian Hockey Federaiion'as the 
national team coach Ganesh was a 
national coach with total powers of 
handling the team Under him India 
finished second m the Seoul Olympics 
m 1988 and went on to finish a jioor 
lOth in the 1990 Lahore World Cup 
The reasons for the poor show m 
Pakistan We were kept like 
prisoners m a star hotel We could not 
even go out to practice and not even 
allowed to watcji other teams play 
We were allowed to go out only to 
play our matches that too amidst 
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disturbances. The director of the 
tournament even asked me to take the 
team back which I did not do. Being 
confined in the hotel the 
players put on a lot of 
weight, were getting lots of 
threatening calls and therefore did not 
do well." 

Thus Ganesh had to quit coaching 
as he soon realised, "even coaching is 
very difficult in this country unless 
and until the total administration is 
with you. It was then very difficult to 
work with the federation as we had a 
lot of problems regarding planning, 
coaching and kitting. The boys were 
not looked after properly. 

"When we played for the country 
we laced a lot of problems. Now also 
the scene is no different 
Sportspersons are not happy in this 
country and not looked after well 
unlike the European countries or 
Australia," opines Ganesh. So, 
thoughts of 'helping a sportsperson 
could be done by being in the 
administration’ naturally occupied 
Ganesh's mind and he went back to 
SAI, Delhi, as director (coaching) a 
year before getting promotion as 
regional director of the southern 
centre in 1991 

Commenting on what's lacking in 
Indian hockey, C.anesh blames the 
system existing in our country. 

"Today in India, we've sufficient 
talent. But its not tapped and trained 
in a systematic way. Maybe the 
Inefficiency of our sports 
administration, maybe the 
federations, maybe the associations. 
The systematic and sincere efforts are 
missing." 

"To give an example," Ganesh 
continues, "when I was playing for the 
country in the right extreme position, 
we had seven right extremes. My 
position was seventh when I got into 
the national camp. Today, you take 
the national team. Mukesh is world 
class. Dhanraj Pillay is world class. But 
where are the second, third and 
fourth Dhanrajs? Which means, we 
have failed somewhere in our 
planning. 

"Ajitpal Singh played 10 years for 
the country and was the best in the 


The couple had nurtured him for 19 
long years before a genetic 
killer-disease. Myopathy which 
causes muscle disorder and was visible 
in him at the age of eight, snatched 
him away. 

Mrs Ganesh,in her son's death,is 
finding life very difficult these days to 
pull on. "Fortunately, I love reading 
books and that keeps me going," she 
says, while Ganesh makes it a point to 
devote most of his free time to her. In 
the evenings, sitting next to her and 
watching TV is his best way of 
relaxation. Otherwise, the Ganeshs do 
go out to watch some evening 
matches in the city or visit friends. 

And prefer to visit their coffee estate in 
Konanakattc near Gonikoppa in 
Coorg in the weekends to find peace. 
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The Executive Director in his office 

world. After his retirement we could 
not produce another Ajitpal. Today 
when the time has come for both our 
goalkeepers Ashish Ballal and A.B. 
Subbaiah who have been around for 
the last 10-12 years to retire, none of 
the goalkeepers are ready to replace 
them," notes Ganesh. 

The Ganeshs have been married for 
more tiian two decades now. A Miss 
Prema being an ardent hockey fan 
used to collea paper 
clippings/photographs of 
B.P.Govinda and Ganesh before 
be ing Mrs Ganesh in an arranged 
marriage. But they are lonely and sad. 
A little more than a year ago, the 
Ganeshs lost their only child, Aiyappa. 




TENNIS TALK 


IE BURN-OUT KID 

At 22, Yevgeny Kafelnikov was being hailed as the next tennis 
superstar. Two years down the line Kafelnikov is disenchanted and 
disillusioned with the game. What went wrong? 


INTERVIEWED BY PAUL FEIN 

I N his acclaimed history book 
Sporting Gentlemen, E. Digby 
Baltzell painted a bleak picture of 
“the final triumph of the 
computerised one-dimensional man 
in the deadly serious tennis 
business....Today's well-behaved 
automatons, in the third pro¬ 
generation, have apparently had little 
education or fun in the process of their 
being programmed, almost from their 
cradles, to make money out of tennis." 

No current player epitomizes this 
lost sense of fun and joy in competing 
more than Yevgeny Kafelnikov these 
days. Only two years ago, the 
thcn-22-ycar-old Russian with the 
rock-solid strokes, ideal physique and 
abundant talent captured the French 
Open singles and doubles titles. 
Displaying an all-court game that 
excelled on every surface, Kafelnikov 
today seems plagued by depression, 
discouragement and disillusionment. 

What went wrong? During the 
Great American Insurance ATP 
Championships in Cincinnati, 
Kafelnikov forthrightly talked about 
success, wealth! fame and the troubles 
they have brought him. 

After you won the 1996 French 
Open, after losing only one set, 
you said, ''It was Just a dream. I 
never felt I could do it, winning a 
Grand Slam at age 22 ." Why were 
you soa^Hl^rised? 

Becaust 1 1 |^ zcr had much success on 
clay beforelnat. So I never thought I 
could win seven matches in a row 
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which were all best-of-five sets. I got 
lucky in the early stages of the 
tournament, and I won it. 

Now that you have won a Slam 
singles title and three Slam 
doubles titles, what are your new 
tennis dreams? 

No dreams. No more dreams. 1 already 
have everything I wanted to achieve. J 
won a Grand Slam, I was in the Top 10 
for the last three years. I'm happy with 
the things I've done so far. I'll try to 
play as long as I can. That's the only 
goal I have right now. I have no more 
speaacular goals any more. 

You've called Anatoly Lepeshin 
"the coach who believed In me 
when nobody else did." Why did 
only he have confidence in you? 

I guess it worked both ways. I believed 
in him because I knew he was a strong 
person. I knew he could show me the 
way to the top, and he did that 
successfully. He's been my coach for 
the last six years. I know that no other 
coach could have done this for me. He 
showed he's a terrific coach, not just 
on paper, but he proved it. 

In 1994 you said, "The Top 10 guys 
are really working hard. I'm the 
kind of guy who likes to stay in 
bed until 10 o'clock. I think I have 
no ambition." Do you now have 
the hunger and drive to win more 
major titles and become No. 1? 

Not anymore. It's way beyond my 


Yavgeny Kablnikov is ■ InwbM mm them 
days md tmaia ioM net taam to meim Mm 

My iiiofii 






ability For a little while I did believe I 
could get there but it’s m the past 

But I think you have a lot of ability. 

That's what everyone says But I guess 
they're wrong 

Although Russia has never won 
the Davis Cup, you led your 
country to the final in 1994 and 
199S. With Marat Safin rapidly 
improving, what are the chances 
Russia will win its first Davis Cup 
during your pro career? 


Very little The chances are not so big 
as everyone thinks Deep inside, I feel 
there arc a lot of other teams way 
better than Russia It was just a 
surpnse success against the United 
States (narrowly losing 3-2 in April ) 
No one thought we would beat them 
We were underdogs and that s why 
we played so loose Even though I beat 
Courier and Agassi it doesn t mean 
we 11 perform that way the next time 
we play the Davis Cup 

But Safin may improve a lot more 


in the next year or two. 

Yes he will He s going to be near the 
top in a short time but I might be on 
my way down already 

You have a terrific 21-5 Davis Cup 
singles record. How much does 
your personal Davis Cup singles 
success mean to you? 

It s nice It s nice to keep it in the 
record books It s a hell of a good effort 

You're not playing for yourself, 
you're playing for your country. 


Evan with a solid ail-court goma, Kafalnikov 
just cannot gat it going thasa dam, ha 

himsaH cannot fathom why 

So it's a big honour. 

I in very proud ol il 

You drive a Ferrari and reportedly 
have some other expensive sports 
cars and arc unbelievably wealthy 
compared to the average Russian. 
Do Russians admire and love you 
for your tennis heroics? Or are 
they jealous of your wealth? 

I et me tell you, lirst ol all, I got rid of 
the Ferrari a long time ago I don't 
drive It anymore And second of all, I 
don't give a Gtid-damn shit what the 
other fellows think ol me I'm a young 
petson with a lot of money, and Ijiist 
do what I want to I don't think 
anybody is jealous of me They just 
don't understand me I'm not the 
same person I was three years ago 

How are you different? 

Because I am older, more 
exjienenced 1 know about life much 
more than 1 did three years ago So I'm 
not making the same mistakes I did 
then That makes me feel better about 
myself 

What mistakes did you make 
three years ago? 

I'm not going to tell you We're not 
going to go through it 

Were you too materialistic? 

No, no I was never concerned about 
that I played because I liked the game, 
not because of the other benefits from 
playing tennis It wasn't the money or 
the fame, it was because 1 liked the 
game I still love the game I like to 
play and I like to compete It keeps me 
going 

Are you a national hero like 
Sergei Federov or other Russian 
sports superstars? 

I don't warn to be like that 

Why not? 

Because you realise it's nothing It 
doesn't mean anything to be a 
national hero Other stars who have 
done much more than me deserve it 
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muth more Another side is the lack of 
privacy Ii makes me feel so unhappy 
sometimes 

In May 1995 you said: "I am the 
last of the line. We don't have a 
younger generation. All the 
coaches have left to go elsewhere. 
Nobody in tennis wants to stay 
here since the breakdown of the 
old Soviet system. It's really a bad 
thing. So I know I have an even 
greater responsibility." Have you 
changed your mind about Russia 
not having a younger 
generation? 

1 m glad that wc have Marat now He 
can step up and take my place very 
successfully because he s a good kid 
and he s going lo be very good There 
IS hope I m not going to feel so much 
undei pressure any more Whenever 1 
want to quit the pio sport Illdott If 
nothing motivates me anyniore and it 
I have no |oy on the tennis louri III 
be gone 1 definitely don t feel I have to 
stay anymore just for my country 

You have commented that you 
would not have developed into a 
Top 5 star if the old Soviet Union 
and Communism had not 
crumbled. Why not? 

Good question I did make that 
comment I wish I knew the answer 1 
might have broken into the Top 5 wtth 
the old Soviet regime but who 
knows'^ I don t has e the answer, but 
you don t know it eithei Nobody 
knows 

Yury Aivazyan, head of Moscow's 
Tennis Academy has said: 
"Everyone is getting into tennis. It 
is very popular with a certain 
stratum of society." Is there a 
tennis boom in Russia? Or Is 
tennis too expensive for the 
masses? 

The boom is already gone But there 
are still a lot of parents bringing the 
kids to the tennis courts I guess I am 
still a role model tor some of them 

—^which IS a good thing tor me— 
someone that they can pretend to be 
Tennis is still big but not as big as it 
was two years ago I have no idea why 


that IS 1 wish I knew the answer 

This year you revealed: "I tell you 
there were moments when I 
thought: That's enough. I want to 
quit!" Why did you think about 
quitting the pro tour? 

A lot of things came up together Ijiist 
want to keep it private 1 don't want 
anybody to know why and how Its 
completely piivate 

Otto Tamesvari, the father-coach 
of Andrea, a Top 10 player in the 
1980s, once said: "Tennis is a cruel 
sport." Do you agree? 

Yes I agree Tennis is a \ ery physical 
sport To be on the top level to be a 
Top 10 playei you have to be vc ry fit 
jihysically And you must not have 
any weaknesses in your game 
nowhere You have to be perfect' 

Right now, nothing 
needs improving.fhe 
only thing for me to 
improve is my desire. 

I'm very optimal on the 
tennis court. I don't 
need to learn how to hit 
backhands, how to 
hit forehands, how to 
volley, how to serve... 

But you have such a good all-court 
game that should be good on 
hardcourts. 

You see there are a lot of buts But 
but but I m telling you I m not the 
favourite' 

In March 1997 Pete Sampras said: 
"Kafelnikov Is probably the most 
solid of everyone. Through time 
he could be No. 1 one day." In the 
past 18 months—aside from your 
broken finger—what has kept 
you from challenging Sampras for 
the No. 1 spot? 

There are a lot of other guys i ho want 
to take his No 1 spot, too Maybe 
when he s retired 1 might consider 
again and have another goal ol being 
No I in the world Sampras is way 
above everyone else It s like when 
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Gome? won the French Open 
Everytme asked him why he didn't 
win It before. And Gome? said before 
that Lendl was always killing him 

You have also said, "1 want to be 
able to tell my children, 'Your 
father was No.l',". 

Being No. 1 m the world was always 
my second goal My first goal was 
always to win any of the Grand Slams 
T^o my credit, I achieved that I won 
the French Open, and no one can take 
that away from me I guess Sampras 
would trade three Wimblcdons for 
having one French Open to his credit. 

You've indicated you would like 
to be the Top 10 representative on 
the ATP Tour Player Council. 
What issues and politics do you 
feel strongly about? 

That's a good question. There arc too 
many tournaments Personally, I feel 1 
should play less tournaments. That's 
one issue I want to discuss. So many 
things have to be done differently to 
have more success Perhaps a bigger 
off-season. There has to be less 
tournaments. I'm against on-court 
coaching I have always believed two 
players go on the court (to compete), 
and two players go off the court. It has 
to stay that way. 

Two years ago you were one of the 
favourites to win the U.S.Open. 
Yet you withdrew in protest 
when the USTA messed around 
with the seedings and improperly 
re-made the draw. Please tell me 
about that unfortunate episode. 

I remember that. The week before I 
had a minor injury on my lower back. 
The rehabilitation period was going 
pretty well, an<5 all the doctors said I 
was ready to play. The way they did 
the seedings was unfair to me and 
everybody. I was the only one who 
wiihd.ew because of it. 

You also deserve praise for being 
one of the few Top 20 players who 
regularly enters both singles and 
doubles. Why doyou pl^y 
doubles? 

I always play doubles because ii helps 
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improve my singles by keeping my 
confidence at a high level When I’m 
t)ut ol the singles in the early rounds, 1 
often play doubles successfully until 
the end of the tournament. 

Statistically, my early losses in 
singles are very low (infrequent) 
because I was able to play confidently 
and not have long gaps of time when I 
wasn't playing matches at all. 

While you were recovering from 
your broken finger, you learned 
how to fly a single-engine aircraft. 
Please tell me about that. 

It was a very nice experience. After I 
retire from my tennis career, I will 
definitely do that. It's exciting, a big 
adventure. It's dangerous But I'm a 
gambler. 1 like to take myself to 
extremes. 

Do you plan to buy your own 
airplane, like Agassi? 

There is a chance I will. 

Has the biggest problem you faced 
in your career been the great 
expectations people have of you 
—which created a lot of pressure? 

No. I never felt pressure from anybody 
but myself. My parents have always 
been nice to me. They have let me 
alone. They have never been involved 
in my professional career. 

You had confided: "When I was 
20, everyone was saying I could be 
No. 1 in the world, but I was too 
young then. I'm older and wiser 
now, and 1 know there is a lot of 
room for improving my game." 
Which areas need improving? 

Right now, nothing needs improving. 
The only thing for me to improve is 
my desire. I'm very optimal on the 
tennis court. I don't need to learn how 
to hit backhands, how to hit 
forehands, how to volley, how to 
serve. I know everything. The 
problem is, some days I don’t have the 
energy to play. 

How would you describe your 
relationship with the Russian 
media? Have they been fair to 
you? 



Ev«n though Kafolnikov's ATP porfonmnees 
art not ail that hot ha haa an incradibla 
win-rocord in tho Davit Cup whan ha plays lor 
Russia 

I've had some problems m the past It 
seems to me that right now 
everything is going smoothly. 

How did the Russian media react 
when you became the first 
Russian to win a Grand Slam 
singles title? 

I don't really remember because it's in 
the past. And I'm not the kind ol 
person who lik« to look back at the 
past. The past is gone. We have got to 
look at the future. 

Goran Ivanisevic recently 

remarked: "I don't think we have ^ 

personalities in the (men's) game 





and Its stars do to make it more coming up when Lendl was about to 
entertaining? retire. A lot of people say he was the 

(Sigh) I guess we have to change greatest, or one of the greatest. But 1 

everything completely Like the way never had a chance to play him. I wish 
the tour IS going right now. I could have played him. It would be 

Eveiything. The schedule. fun. 

Fverything! I don't really know how 

wc can make the players more You once said, "When I finish my 

colourlul. All the top guys are career, I want to be like John 

wealthy. I don't know what keeps McEnroe. Wherever you go, you 
them going year after year, on and on. Just ask his name—^Do you know 
To find another McEnroe or Becker is John?'—and people will say, 
going to take some time. I don't know 'Yes,'because he has done so 
how long much for tennis. And that's what I 

want to do." What do you have,to 
If you couid have lived in another do to become as famous as 
tennis era and p layed the McEnroe? 

champions then, what era would At this stage I don't want to do it 

it be? anymore. 1 just want to live a normal. 

It would be interesting lor me to play private life where nobody can really 


bother me Believe me, I have had 
enough of dealing with the media 
people, and basically with everybody. 

So fame is nice, but privacy is even 
nicer? 

That's exactly right. 

Jim Courier says a steroid 
problem infects the men's tour. Is 
Courier right? 

Honestly, 1 would not think any of the 
pro tennis players would do that. It 
would be stupid. I am sure the guys 
who are winning the most matches on 
the tour are spending a lot of time 
training on the tennis court. They are 
winning because they are way better 
than anybody else, not because 
they're using steroids. Drugs and 
steroids are not suited at all for tennis. 

Is there anything else you feel the 
tennis world should know about 
you, perhaps to correct any wrong 
imprf»isions? 

I guess I have my own trademark 
already. And whatever is written now 
that is different, nobody would 
believe it. My reputation is 
established, and no one tan change it. 

What do you think your 
reputation is? 

Don't ask me. I shouldn't be 
answering that question. Other 
people should say what it is. 

You're very much like Americans 
with your honesty. 

The one thing I don't want to be is 
American. I don't like the country. I 
don't like to live in America 
Something makes me very negative 
about the United States. 

Is it our high crime rate? 

I don't know. But I wouldn't want to 
live here, and I wouldn't want to be an 
American. If I were born here, that's 
one thing. But to move from Russia to 
the United States, I would never do 
that. I will live the rest of my days in 
Russia. I'm patriotic. 1 want to prove 
that all the criticism of Russia is not 
completely true. I will try to make ii 
better for all the Russian people. 
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J ACQUES KALLIS is not a 

younjt man in a hurry, nor is he 
too ambitious or greedy as 
many professional sportsmen 
these days are wont to be. Rather, he 
comes ac ross as a cool customer. 

When South Africa's strike bowlers 
pulled out of the Wills International 
C/teket Cup, all attention focussed on 
this 22-year-old sturdy all-rounder 
whenever Cronje led his team onto 
the field. Kallis hit the pitch with 
intent, and in each match found a line 
that worried the batsmen; stuck with 
it and created absolute mayhem in the 
opposition ranks. In fact, Kallis played 
a vital role that culminated in Hansie 
Cronje and his team winning the 
tournament that was billed as the 
mini World Cup. It also got Kallis the 
well deserved epithet of 'Man of the 
series'. 

If one thought that was enough, 
then his accumulation of runs in the 
tournament only adds to his stature as 
a genuine allrounder. "I'll always be a 
batsman before a bowler," he said, 
which was surely surprising 
considering the amount of swing he 
managed to get at the National 



WRECKER 

JACQUES KALLIS of South Africa has built an 
awesome reputation for himself He excels both with 
the ball and the bat, and ends up wreaking havoc 
amongst the opposition 





Stadium in Dhaka. Kallis went on to 
elaborate, “I've worked hard on my 
bowling. I stand up much straighter in 
the delivery stride. I still like to hit the 
deck, but I've probably lost a yard of 
pace for greater accuracy. But I will 
always be a batsman first." 

Translated, this means that Kallis 
has the potential to be one of world's 
most potent international 
all-rounders. He could be the perfect 
batsman -bowler foil to Shaun 
Pollock's bowler-batsman. It gives 
South Africa a balance of power in 
their team which will not exactly 
erode their chances of becoming the 
strongest side in the world in next five 
years. 

Within two years of making his 
international appearance Kallis has 
already played 16 Tests and is one of 
the few who have formed the spine of 
their team, in such a short span. When 
he was first introduced against 
England, three winters ago, he did not 
quite live up to the billing, "but I 
wasn't really scared of failures, 
rather, I was patiently waiting to 
recognise my powers. 1 knew that 
there wouldn't be any dearth of 
opportunities if I perform....," 
quipped Kallis. Despite his failures 
South Africans knew that they had 
discovered a gem. Contrary to public 
perception here that foreigners simply 
throw young players into the deep end 
and let them swim, Kallis was given 
five Tests and then quietly hauled up 
from the pool. 

"There are pros and cons to be 
picked young," he explained. "It can 
be easy to fail at this level because 
there is so much pressure and some 
players could almost be finished by it. 1 
found it tough at first, but it didn't 
upset me. You've got to get it right." 

Kallis is the sort who ponders on 
what might be, rather than what has 
been, and the signs he demonstrated 
so positively at Dhaka were 
unmistakable. He is wary of paper talk 
and the intrusions of the media, for it 
accompanied every move of his when 
he first broke into the fray two months 


Along with Oonald and Pollock, KalNk formt o 
tormldablo bowling foice for South Africa 


PHOtOGRAPHS ASHOKt CHAKRABORTY 




H need be Kallis cm porfoim with the hot too. 
An ideal utility player to figure in any captain's 
playing Xi 

after his 20th birthday. He scored his 
maiden Test hundred in Melbourne 
back in December last. It was his 
seventh Test (he and the selectors had 
been patient) and the innings was 
instrumental in saving the match. 

It was nqt only his highest Test score 
but his most complete performance. 
The English county system had 
something to do with this, and it was 
surely not pure coincidence that he 
had spent the summer honing his 
game by playing for Middlesex. 

Surely, this was yet another foreigner 
polished to perfection on English soil. 

"I can tell you that county cricket is 
not as soft as you guys make it out to 
be. There were some good players and 
some good matches. I enjoyed it and 
would love to go back to the county 
circuit, once again," he said. The man 
is, like almost every other Protea in 
the squad, is amenable, pleasant and is 



IRffafraid to express his opinion. 
"We've got a tremendous spirit. We 
take on the field knowing that the 
opposition will try to push us all the 
way... we enjoy our cricket, certainly 
but beyond that, we have been taught 
how to release the pressure." 

Though a Frenchman by birth, 
there is nothing remotely French 
about him. A charming, forthright 
personality, Kallis has firm 
convictions and more often than not, 
abides by them. Being a bowler, Kallis 
does not consider the 'dissent of the 
bowler s rule' as a fair one to the 
bowlers. 

Kallis explained,"Quitc honestly, 
this business of firing players can be 
pathetic. Are players not allowed to 
show emotion? ...umpires have a very 
hard job at hand and we accept that 
mistakes can be made. I think also you 
have got to keep the human element 
without calling in cameras, and the 
third and fourth umpires. Players 
know that, but equally they've got to 
be allowed to show disappointment 
and I think umpires will realise that." 
Indeed, it seems that he has all the 
trappings of a future leader. 

Kallis has turned out to be a 
dependable weapon for captain 
Hansie Cronje. To a young team 
(when the likes of Donald and Pollock 
were nursing their injuries) Kallis 
showed the team the way to scale the 
peak. The South African skipper was 
all praise for Kallis, "We all expected 
Jacques (Kallis) to come good this 
season. He has shaped into an utility 
player, lived up to our expectations. 
His performance has been rewarding 
for South Africa. But, we have a long 
season ahead when we take on the 
mighty West Indies. Hopefully, 

Jacques will strike them as well." 

Kallis undoubtedly falls in the 
league of gentle giants, but he can be 
quite lethal too. And if he displays the 
same prowess that was on view in 
Dhaka, the opposition will have to 
find ways to evade his clutches. Only, 
that it would be a wee bit difficult, to 
say the least. And to the spectators 
watching this spectacle, there would 
be nothing more arresting than Kallis' , 
art to maul the opposition. 0 
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D eath— it is singularly the 
most frightening prospea 
that any living organism 
faces. In the case of human 
beings it is even more so; from the 
moment one has the capacity to think 
about life and death, death is abhorred 
of and never thought about. Some 
humans do come face-to-face with 
death when in the prime of life. Some 
die, some walk away with their spirits 
crushed, but some, a very small 
minority, saunter away, saying "I'll 
live on, thank you very much." 

Mika Hakkinen is one person who 
elongs to the last category. Only a 
human blessed with nerves more 
stronger than steel could survive 
Hakkinen's ordeal and live to tell his 
story of victory. In the November of 
'95, m a high speed practice session 
crash in Adelaide, before the 
Australian GP, Hakkinen fractured his 
skull and the resultant injury slopped 
him from breathing. 

Doctors performed a tracheotomy 
on Hakkinen at the track itself, 
because his condition was too delicate 
and precanous to warrant transfer to a 
hospital. All the while, the operation 
was being performed, rumours swept 
the pit lane that Hakkinen had lost his 
life in the accident. Hakkinen 
survived, and lived to tell his tale. 

Normal persons would have 
treaded life more cautiously after 
coming so terrifyingly close to death. 
Not many would have ventured to 
driving on city roads, forget racing 
Formula One cars, after such an 
incident. But not Mika 'The Ice Man' 
Hakkinen. The Finn fought back to 
fitness, and returned to racing in 
February '96. 

Exactly 1,000 days after the horrific 
accident, while racing in the Japanese 
GP in the last race of the '98 season at 
Suzuka, Hakkinen got a message from 
Ron Dennis, his chief at McLaren. It 
was a very brief message, but one that 
Hakkinen had waited for, all his life. 

The message from Dennis that 
crackled on the pits-to-cockpit radio 
was, "Michael Schumacher is out of 


the race and you are the world 
champion." It was the first Drivers’ 
Championship for Mika Hakkinen, 
who before this year had just one first 
finish to his name, and it was the first 
Drivers' Championship for McLaren 
since 1991 when the legendary 
Ayrton Senna led the team to victory. 

It was a great moment, not just for 
Hakkinen, his wife Erja and the entire 
McLaren team. It was a great moment 
for the country of Finland whose 5.15 


million population had waited for 
their moment under the sun. 

A quarter of Finland's population 
watched Hakkinen win the Dnvers' 
title. The average number of viewers 
for the Japanese GP was 942,000, and 
the number jumped to 1.3 million in 
the last half hour of the race. It is an 
incredible viewership figure if you 
keep in mind that the race started at 
5.30 a.m. Finnish time. Finland, 
before, had produced only one world 
champion, Keke Rosberg, who is 
presently Hakkinen's manager. 

Rosberg, after the incredible 
viaory, said of Hakkinen, "Mika is a 


better driver than I ever was, and he is 
going to be even better now that he 
knows that he is the world 
champion." 

Hakkinen, however, was more 
modest after his victory. 

"This is a very special day for me. It 
has taken me a while to win the 
Championship and now that it has 
happened, I feel very happy. The team 
achieved a lot this season and this is 
the perfect result for all of us, not just 


for me," was all that Hakkinen said 
later. 

At the start of the race at Suzuka, 
there was talk about Schumacher 
trying to take Hakkinen out of th^ 
race. Hakkinen needed only a second 
spot to win the Championship. In fact, 
Schumacher had taken Hakkinen out 
of a race in an accident in Macau eight 
years ago. At Suzuka, it was 
Schumacher who had to retire in his 
32nd lap, after his rear tyre exploded, 
because of excessive heating 
according to experts. Foresight also 
did play its part in Hakkinen's 
Championship win. During his pit 
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MIKA HAKKiNEN: PERSONAL FACTS 


*Mika is a citizen of Finiand. 

*Mika weighs 70 kilograms. 

*Mika's parents are Aila and Harri, and has an elder sister, Niina. 
*Mika has a dog whose name is Toto. 

*Mika's hobbies are tennis, scuba-diving, mountain biking and 
rollerskating. 

‘Mika's favourite musicians are J. Karjalainen (Finnish artist), Frank 
Sinatra and Elvis. 

*Al the moment Mika drives an A-Class Mercedes-Benz. 

‘Born in Vantaa, near Helsinki 

‘Started school in Vantaa, (Laajavuoren aia-aste) 

‘Got an examination as a sheetmetai welder 
‘Married to Erja Honkonen in 1998 



'Well dona, maM.' Schumachar broke FI protocol by being the first ona to congratulate 
Hakkinan after the new champion pullbd in after the race. This gastora showed a human 
sida not usually associated with Schumachar 


I Personal Quotes 


‘Mother,"Evbn as a child Mika has always been a positive and happy 
person." 

‘Father, "Mika has always been objective. When he has decided that he 
will do something, he usually does." 

‘Elder sister, Niina, "Mika's always been positive. He finds good sides 
even to bad things. Mika gets on by his own, and doesn't try to be the 
centre of attention. Right now that might be a bit impossible!" 

‘Best man, Mika Sohiberg, "Mika's a very loyal person, who has a huge 
will to win. As a good friend 1 can say that he is an all-round great guy 
and in addition, he's fiffi." 


stops, McLaren's mechanics swarmed 
together to keep his car cool with 
packs of dry ice. 

Fate indeed was very cruel to the 
former world'champion Michael 
Schumacher who had started racing 
against Hakkinen a long time ago—in 
fact, from their kart racing days in 
1983. So while Hakkinen sprayed 
'Moet et Chandon' champagne on his 
celebrating mechanics, Mishael ‘The 
King' Schumacher sat alone in the 
kitchen behirfd the Ferrari garage 
munching on a packet of crisps 
wondering what went wrong. Defeat, 
indeed, is a great leveller. 

Michael Schumacher considered by 
most to be the most arrogant, cold, 
calculating and competitive driver in 
today's FI racing however, showed a 
very warm and spontaneous human 
side of him after the Championships. 
He broke FI profocol by being the first 
to congratulate Hakkinen after he had 
brought in his car. Later, he even 
shared a celebratory drink and a 
karaoke session with Hakkinen. 

However, it was business as usual, 
soon after. Schumacher immediately 
got back to work testing his Ferrari on 
the new Bridgestone tyres that he 
would be using next year. 

Bridgestone, inddentally, will be the 
only tyre that will be allowed in 

Erja has always been her 
husband's staunchest supporter. 

Need we say more? 




r ■ # '"N. 




a 






PHOTOGflAPHS AFP 



VO tima world champion Michaoi Schumachor protonfs a piclura of uflor dlaguat and loss aftor ho had to rotira from tho Japanosa GP. 
shumachor though has alroady startod tasting for the '99 saason 


irrmula One from the next season, 
ith Goodyear having finished their 
iisincss relations with Formula One 
the end of the 1998 season. 

For Hakkinen however, the 
•lebrations continued a little longer, 
fter the viaory Hakkinen left for 
Poking, a small town in Surrey, 
ngland which has fevv claims to 
me, one being the venue of the 
icLaren factory. The new world 
lampion went there to thank the 
orkers who built the car that helped 
m win eight races this year, and 
?lped McLaren win a Constructors' 
id Drivers' Championship after 
ven years. Later, Hakkinen 
idertook a three week promotional 


tour on behalf of the team and his 
sponsors. 

Even Hakkinen has no plans of a 
long winter lay-off. He knows only 
too well that his competition, specially 
Schumacher and Coulthard, are going 
to go all out next season trying to take 
away his title. Hakkinen has already 
warned Schumacher that any hopes 
he harbours ol getting the Drivers' 
next year are doomed to failure. 

"I know I will be the man to beat 
next year. 1 want back-to-back titles. I 
am determined to win the ■ 
Championship again in 1999, and 
what happened this year will only 
make me more confident. It is going to 
be very tough defending the title, but I 


intend working really hard to make 
sure I am ready for the next year and I 
know that the team will bctdoing the 
same," warned Hakkinen. 

It will be an even more confident 
and determined Mika Hakkinen who 
will take on the opposition next year. 
We all know about his courage, 
strength, confidence and 
determination. After all, not many 
t hampions in world sport, or not 
many human beings for that matter, 
have mocked death and walked away 
with life. 

For that to happen, one has to be 
someone very special. 

One has to be Mika The Ice Man' 
Hakkinen. 
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WINDOW « WORLD 


Interesting happenings in the international sports arena 



Top loft & bolow: Soquonco of 
a fall. British show jumpor 
John Whitakor takas a hurdio 
momonts boforo ho sufforod a 
hoavy fail from his horse 
during tho Vionna Show 
Jumping ovont Whitakor 
was rushed to the hospital 





LfftArgrantim 
socctr ttar Diaso Maradoaa 
(iaft) accompaaiail by his 
raprasantativa Guilarmo 
Coppola, graats 
ph^raphars M ha attandad 
a Marcosur Cop football 
match batwaan Pahnairas of 
Brazil and Maradona's formsr 
team Boca Juniors in Buanos 
Airos 


Bsiow:'nis inaugural 
Khardung-ls Hill Climb racas 
wars rscsntly flagged off at 
Leh. This compatition was 
bald on tha most hMtila 
torrain in sub-zaro conditions 
on tha highost nuHorabia road 
in tha world. Oua to heavy fog 
and snowfall soma of tha 
participants wore compallad 
to opt out 











Abovv: Richard Groansndaal of the Natharlanda ataers his 
bikadown a hill to win the World Cup cross country cycling 
raca infschsnbach 

Laft: Oottblo squash world champion Sarah Fitz-Garald 
(rightffrom Australia prosonts hartrophy attar winning tha 
final nmteh of tha woman's World Championships at 
Stuttgart Sha boat taammata Micholla Martin 


PHOTOQflAPHS AFP 








T he first time wc at 

Sponsworldjheard of Sachin 
Tendulkar was when he and 
Vinod Kambli rewrote the record 
books in a school match in Mumbai. 

A former colleague, whose 
fondness for cricket writing usually 
rivalled his liking for dentist 
appointments, put up his hand to 
travel to Bombay to investigate 
whether we had a genius on our 
hands or whether it was just another 
flash in the pan. 

He ended up at Sachin's family 
apartment in suburban Mumbai, but 
apart from a few nods and 
mono-syllablic answers from the 
young star, got not much else than 
constant references to Sachin's elder 
brother A j it who was the 
'spokesperson'. 

After that cover story, it will ntit 
come as a shock to 
Sportsworld readers, that Sachin 
Tendulkar's face has donned more 
covers of this magazine than any 
other sportsperson. 

Now once again he is Man Of The 
Year. 


I recall him being Man of The Year 
the first time we came up with the idea 
of having one some years ago. 

Personally, 1 did not know Sachin 
ail that sYell during my years as a 
journalist back home. I did notice, 
however, in his younger days he had a 
sweet tooth. His favourite spot at a 
party was always the table where 
dessert was being served. 

But the Joy he brought us 
hard-nosed cricket journalists, and 
the pride. Well, who could forget that! 

Wherever he went, and we tagged 
along, he did us proud. When India 
made the historic visit to South Africa 
in 1990, Nelson Mandela was most 
interested in meeting the young man 
who was being hailed as the closest 
thing to Bradman. On Sachin's first 
trip to Australia in 1992, the Don 
going against convention, travelled to 
the Adelaide Oval to have a look at the 
young legend. 

Sachin and his music systam ara insaparabla. 
Ha clainif tha music helps him to relax and 
also helps him to stay focussed 


ASHOCF CHAKRABOHTr. 



Mrs. Bradman commented on hov 
much Sachin reminded her of the 
young Bradman, especially in his 
attitude while batting. 

Today, just as night follows day, so 
too is the fact that Sachin Tendulkar 1 
the greatest batsman in the world. 

No big deal, you may say. But chec 
this out. 

In this, my adopted coimiry, it is 
coinmon knowledge among all 
Australians that we have; 

* the best country: Australia 

* the best beer; take your pick 

* the best golfer: Greg Norman 

* the best sporting nation 
Well in short, the best of 
EVERYTHING. 

Yet, even in the midst of all this 
self-centred jingoism, Australia 
kn«)ws it does not have one 
thing: the best batsman in the world. 

And there are no arguments on that 

The Aussie lad, Steve Waugh, we 
believe comes pretty close to being thi 
best. But even he openly jokes about 
the prospects of being at the wrong 
end of a Tendulkar blitz. 

The young lady secretary in my 
office, whose knowledge of Indian 
cricket begins with the name of Sunil 
Gavaskar and ends with Sachin 
Tendulkar, jokes about the possibility 
of steroid use, everytime I show off th( 
sports pages after the superman has 
won yet another match almost 
singlehandedly. 

Whenever I bump into my 
neighbour, a 70-year-old very 
propaMussie lady, she almost alway< 
opens her polite conversations with, 
"Ohhhh that Sachin. He did it again." 

When in Australia for Sir Donald 
Bradman's birthday bash, Sachin was 
in greater demand than any other 
guest, and that included Australia's 
favourite son, Shane Warne. 

The goodwill this little man with a 
huge talent gains for his country 
cannot be matched by anything else 
which has a 'Made in India' lag. 

No wonder, when I provided a brief 
synopsis of the present Indian politica! 
scenario to a mate of mine the other 
day, he interrupted saying: "Why not 

for KAirsictar " 






www.british-airways.coin 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The world’s favourite airline 
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for all 
trouble free. 


Whether it be the World Motorcycle Grand Pnx 
or a local dirt track event champions choose 
Castrol lubricants to power their bikes to victory 
This international winning technology is 
available to you in Castrol Super TT The new 
improved two stroke formula of Castrol Super TT 
meets the JASO f-B & API PC 
specifications and ensures 

• Easy start • Excellent 
pick-up and peak *power 

• Excellent engine cleanliness 
• Minimum engine maintenance 

• Longer engine life • Significant 
reduction in exhaust smoke 
Advanced Formula Castrol Super TT is recommended 
two stroke bikes which are required to give smooth, 
Champion performance, mile after mile 
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Castrol U 

SWVRTT 



Race Tested Technology 


So next time you select your oil, insist on the original "Champions' 
Choice", Castrol Super TT - the genuine TT oil Castrol Super TT is 
available in 250 ml 500 ml and 1 litre pilfer proof double sea 
packs at all leading auto arcossory shops 

DON T USE ANY 2T OIL INSIST ONTHE ORIGINAL CASTROL SUPER 
















